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One charge against George Pell withdrawn after accuser
dies

Cardinal will now face four-week hearing to determine whether he stands trial on historical
sexual offence charges

Australian Associated Press
Thu 1 Mar 2018 19.56 EST

One of the multiple historical sexual offence charges against Cardinal George Pell has been
withdrawn because the accuser has died.

Pell will face a four-week committal hearing beginning on Monday to determine if he stands trial
on charges involving multiple complainants. He denies the charges.

Mark Gibson SC, crown prosecutor, told Melbourne magistrates’ court on Friday that the charge
was being withdrawn.

The court has previously heard one of the complainants had died.



Belinda Wallington, the presiding magistrate, on Friday ruled the defence could question one
witness about the timing of allegations by others, but not the detail.

“There is no intention to trawl through detail of abuse at the hands of other clergy,” Wallington
said.

She said questions which did not delve into detail likely to cause distress would be allowed.
Pell’s barrister, Ruth Shann, said at issue was the timing of complaints.

“The focus is about the timing, but relevant to that particular witness, it is also the timing of the ...
allegations because of material that we are aware of which makes those people in those locations
at that time, in essence, impossible,” Shann said.

Pell, the highest-ranking Catholic official to be charged with historical sexual offences, will face a
four-week committal hearing.

The former Sydney and Melbourne archbishop and Ballarat priest has taken leave from his
position as Vatican treasurer to fight the charges.

Since you’re here ...

... we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but advertising
revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we haven’t put
up a paywall - we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why we need to
ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of time, money
and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters - because it
might well be your perspective, too.

I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available for all and
not a commodity to be purchased by a few. I’'m happy to make a contribution so others with less
means still have access to information. Thomasine, Sweden

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps fund it, our future would be much more
secure. For as little as $1, you can support the Guardian - and it only takes a minute. Thank you.

Support The Guardian
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