
 

Cardinal George Pell's lawyer accuses father of alleged
victim of 'inventing' allegation

Melissa Davey

Father says barrister’s assertion is an ‘insult’ during Pell’s committal hearing over historical
sexual offence allegations

Wed 14 Mar 2018 23.44 EDT

The father of a man alleging historical sexual offence allegations against Cardinal George Pell has
lashed out at Pell’s barrister for saying one allegation was an “invention”.

The committal hearing for Pell, who is Australia’s most senior Catholic, was reopened to the
public and media on Wednesday afternoon in Melbourne’s magistrates’ court after almost eight
days of closed evidence from complainants.

On Thursday the cardinal’s barrister, Robert Richter QC, told the court the father never mentioned
Pell by name when he gave a statement to police in 2015 about what he knew about allegations
his son had been sexually offended against. In his statement, the man mentioned only notorious
paedophile Gerald Ridsdale and “priests”, but never named Pell, Richter told the court.



The man replied this was because his son did not want to talk about the allegations involving Pell
and could not bring himself to tell him about it. The son asked his older brother to tell their father
about the allegations for him.

Richter put it to the man that an allegation involving Pell was “an invention of yours since July
2015 when you made your statement” to police. “You’ve just made that up after you’ve made
your statement right?” Richter said. “Between July 2015 and today you made that up.” 

The man responded: “That is an insult. No.”

Richter also put it to the man that he was not very close to his abused son, a statement magistrate
Belinda Wallington said was “inappropriate”.

“We were a very close family ... that’s totally disrespectful to say that to a father,” the man said. 

Pell, 76, has repeatedly and vehemently denied the offences he is charged with. He does not need
to enter a formal plea unless committed by Wallington to stand trial. He has taken leave from his
position as financial controller of the Vatican in Rome while the hearing takes place.  

After a break for lunch Wallington returned to the court visibly upset and said the court had
received some “devastating news” unrelated to the case. She adjourned the court until Monday.
The hearing continues.

Since you’re here …
… we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but advertising
revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we haven’t put
up a paywall – we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why we need to
ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of time, money
and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters – because it
might well be your perspective, too.

I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available for all and
not a commodity to be purchased by a few. I’m happy to make a contribution so others with less
means still have access to information. Thomasine, Sweden
If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps fund it, our future would be much more
secure. For as little as $1, you can support the Guardian – and it only takes a minute. Thank you.
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