Our Lady Of Fatima Church 51
MAIN ST.
NEW LONDON. N. H. 03257
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March 22, 1972
Most Reverend Ernest J. Primeau
Bishop of Manchester
657 River Road
Manchester, N.H. 03105

Dear Bishop Primeau:

Sorry to have kept you waiting for this evaluation of my
six months with Robert Densmore. Here it is -=-- in numbered paragraphs!

1. At his suggestion last Fall, Bob has been receiving $30 a
week, the same stipend the parish paid the LaSalette priest who formerly
helped on week-ends., If a Holy Day falls during the month, another $30 is
added to his check.

2. Bob uses both the rectory and his lake home as residence.
During the Fall months he lived more at the lake than here. During the
Winter, when he can rent the house to skiers, he moves in with me. During
periods of my absence he lives in the rectory.

3, He suffers from arthritis.Tho he seldom complains about it
there are days of considerable pain; other days when he might be bent forward
. 1ike an old man. This malady does not seem to diminish his zest for activity
but it limits the variety and intensity of these activities.

4, During the past six months he and I have alternated Sunday
schedules: one week I take the New London Masses and he takes those in
Potter Place; the following Sunday we reverse the order. His sermons are
well prepared. The criticssm I once heard about them being disorganized and
too personal could not be made here. They are a tactful blend of humour,
piety, simplicity, and a down-to-earth quality. Reactions from the parish
has invariably been good. The only negative reaction had to do with a Baptism
he celebrated at a Sunday Mass in Potter Place. The man who logged the
complaint was unaware of how the ceremony had changed and the liberties
of adaptation and choice when the Sacrament is celebrated within the Mass.

5, Bob has visited the majority of families in the Potter Place
area, prepared the spiritual report for that section, and prepared the entire
financial report for the two churches. He attends all the parish council
meetings, all the committe meetings that he can, takes the sophamores at
our High School meetings Sunday nights, visits the hospital more regularly
than I, faithfully completes monthly Communion calls, and when necessary,
prepares the Sunday bulletin in my absence.

6. He is an avid reader. This past Fall, along with adults
from our parish, he attended regularly the Basic Course at the Claremont
Christian Life Center. HE hhs volunteered his services to the Center. Aside
from Roger Vachon no other priest in the area has made the effort to attend
a Center offering.

7. In a recent conversation with Bob I outlined my understanding
of his current thinking and feelings about the ministry and the diocese.
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The following paragraphs quite accurately reflect his position, or at least oUB 7
my understanding of it.

a, Having suffered through the leave or suspension, he has dis-
sovered that the ministry is still the key activity of his life. During this
period he survived, retained his sanity and humour by drawing upon inner
strengths. This has given him a certain self-confidence and independence.

The worst has been faced and he has survived intéat. His survival as a person
does not depend on diocesan approval or disapproval. To me this indicates a
certain maturity has been reached and need not dismay anyone.

b. Consequently his accepting an assignment will depend upon
the nature of the assignment. There are some positions that would be intolerable.
Others he could easily accept and fulfill capably. His age, his arthritis, his
experience in Newport would be factors in accepting an assignment. He seems
adamant about not living in another man's house. When I kiaquired why he could
not live with another man when he and I were getting along fairly well, he
replied that it is simply a different situation here than else where. Possibly
being with some pastor he likes would provide good experiences to of8e¢t the
" bad ones. :

¢. Without intending a slur at the Personnel Board, I would suggest
that an attitude which sees Bob as a defiant priest, one who has not played
according to the rules, and therefore who does not deserve preferential treat-
ment, would be a harmful attitude hardly productive of the right kind of an
assignment. It would lack the patience and love necessary to search out what
is best for this man.

, d. Bob impresses me as a very intelligent man; he has a quick mind
and seemingly good retentive powers. He recently passed me a paper which I believe
he authored that studies the break-down of parishes, missions, stations, as
well as distributiok of priests and recommends certain changes. At first it
sounds fiscally impossible to implement but gradually one notices possibilities
that shouldn't be disregarded.

e. Without knowing him as intimately as I would like, I dom see
him as one having special charisms that put him in touch with people in a
way that eludes me. He has great kindness and generosity in his dealings
with people, His months away from the ministry have enabled him to develope
a style free enough to be utterly available to others, whether it be as a baby-
sitter, a friend, or a counsellor.

f. He continues to feel that the official handling of his Newport
experience was unfortunate, With all the chancery talent something better could
have been devised that would not have sacrificed his reputation in favor of
another's. I suspect he féels that nothing has changed at the Chancery. Persons
there are waiting for him to return to the fold, confessing his sins and re-
penting his resistence. I reassured him that he should bother enough to express
clearly his views, share his feelings honestly and openly with you. One never
knows before hand what can transpire when two priests earnestly seek to do the
Lord's will. One can sometimes compromise more generously than the other.

Please overlook the typing errors. I hasten to send this without
further delay. Use it as you see fit. I®m sure it will hurt no one. If I have
‘aft out points I made with you in Concord pdgase inform me.

For now, Happy Easter, Grace, a fullness of the Spirit, and Peace

Sincerely, — C:Efc - :
L
."A/’}VIZ@ - @C;/fapg

to you.
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Indian Cave Lodge . = .
Sunapee, New Hampsh;re¢f¢..uﬂ

Dear Mrs. Quinlon: .~

- Permit me to éckndwlédgé receibt of your August 8th
letter and express my sincere sympathy to you and your

family on the loss of your only son Patrick. You may be

assured that I will remember him at Mass and in my prayers
that He may enjoy the rewards promised to all of God's good
and faithful servants. '

Since Patrick was identified with the suffering Christ for

8o many months I am confident that he now shares the joys of
the resurrection. ’ . CoEe T :

It was indeed kind of YOu.to:wfité about the ministry

performed by Father Densmore during your son's illness. I am
certain that Father Densmore brought a great deal of consolation

to you and Patrick during those trying months.

May God bless you all and if there is anything I can do

to be of assistance to you, please feel free to call on me at

any time. -
With every good wish, I am

" Bishop of Manchester

.. cordlally in Christ, . -
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, . , ' Box 206
New London, N.H,
March 8, 1973

Rev. Eugene J. Boutin 5671
Chairman, Personnel Board

517 Pine Street

slanchester, N.H.

Déar Father:

I should 1like to place before you my candidacy for the pastorate
in West Lebanon. .

I am in my forty-first year of age, and in my twelfth year of
priesthood. With the exception of a year in Salem, I have always
served in small parishes similar to the one in Wést Lebanon., I feel
that my successful adventure in fund-raising in Whitefield and Twin
Mountain -~ (a mattér of record) -- qualifies me for consideration
as pastor of a parish with the sizable debt of this one.

Should I be elected, however, my prime concerns would be to
continue to provide a well-planned and meaningful Sunday liturgy in
the parish, and to devote much time and effort to the religious
education programs in the parish, both for adults and for youth.
Fortunately, the presence of an increasingly effective Christian
Life Center in this area would be of great help in this regard.

1 should also be pleased to devote my efforts to the building
up of the Plainfield mission founded by Fr. E.J. MacDonald. Since
all .the parishes in which I have served have had mission churches

tached, I feel that by experience I possess an understanding and
:ympathy for this type of ministry. .

Selfishly, my reasons for desiring apnointment to this particular
post are two: 1) It would put me only a half-hour away from my
mother., Her advanced age makes responsibility for her an increasing
care for me. There is noc one else to share this respcnsibility.

2,) It would give me sufficient income to meet my basic needs, which,
in my present position, I do not have.

With thanks to you for your consideration in this matter, I am
Yours siucerely,

/4@1Q§,/gﬁ €:£%4¢4946,

(Rev.) R.J. Densmore
Assoc, Pastor
New London, N.H.
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Box 206 (2
New London, N.H.
March 8, 1973

:v, Fugene J. Boutin
Chairman, Personnel Board
517 Pine Street
Manchester, N.H. J

Daar Father:

I should like to place before you my candidacy for the pastorate
in ‘lest Lebanon.

I am in my forty-first year of age, and in my twelfth year of
priesthood. With the exception of a year in Salem, I have always
served in small parishes similar to the one in Wést Lebanon., I feel
that my successful adventure in fund-raising in Whitefield and Twin
Mountain -- (a matter of record) -- qualifies me for consideration
as pastor of a parish with the sizable debt of this one.

Should I be elected, however, my prime concerns would be to
continue to provide a well-planned and meaningful Sunday liturgy in
the parish, and to devote much time and effort to the religious
education programs in the parish, both for adults and for youth.
Fortunately, the presence of an increasingly effective Christian
Life Center in this area would be cf great help in this regard.

‘1 should alsc be pleased to devote my efforts to the building

of the Plainfield mission founded by Fr. E.J. MacDonald. Since
ail the parishes in which I have served have had mission churches
attached, I feel that by experience I possess an understandiag and
sympathy for this type of ministry.
Selfishly, my reasons for desiring apnointment tc this part
post are two: 1) It would put me only a half-hour away from my
mother. Her advanced age makes res»onsibility for her an increasiag
care for me. There is no one else to share this respcnsibility.
2.) It would give me sufficient income to meet my basic needs, which,
in my present position, I do nct have. '

icular

With thanks to you for your consideration in this matter, I am

Yours sincerely,

Al fi Chusposne

(Rev.) R.J. Densmore
Assoc. Pastor
New London, N.H.
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Box 52

Bradford, NH 03221
March 22, 1973

Dear Monsignor,

I want to thani you very much for your hospitaliy
~on Tuesday. I thoroughly enjoyed our chat, aswell
as lunch with you and Fr. Beaudet. Fr. Dufour and I
had a2 very nice visit; it is amazing what he remembers
about the cld days when he knew my family. His illness
has certainly not impaired his menory.

Since I have returned home, I have had a chance to have some ''second
thoughts" on what we discussed the other day. You can readily understand,
I am sure, that I was somewhat "on the spot'" in my conversation with you,
and that it is always necessary to think things throuygh to the fullest
extent possible when one is aloné with his own thoughts. I don't want
you to think that I am going back cn what I said to you. KRather, I feel
that at this point, you expect me to speai to you in the most candid
manner possible, and that is exactly what I am doing in writing toc you now,

The work at the Hospitzl (in
A
44

anover) does not frighten me; in fact,
I beiieve I would welcome it. 5

H g
s I told you, I have always, in my priestly
ministry, enjcyed ministerial contact with hospital patients. I do not
I'ncw whether or not I could do the fine job which other priests have done
this capacity; all I can say is tkhat I am willing to give it a sincer
Fe o
What bothers me abecut the bronosed Eanover position is the connection
with the parish. For reascns of my own -- perhans too invoived to go into
here and now, and reascns waich you might not understand, nuch less be in
synpathy with -- I camaot wholeheartedly acree to an official connection
with the Hanover parish and with Fr. Cariy. Some of this has to cdo wit
what has hacpened to me in my past, and scme, undoubiedly, to my owm
temperament and psychological shortcomings. DBe as it may, it is there, and
you, in your capacity, will simply have to accent my word for this.

I am enclosing (as you have perhaps already noticed) a written proposal
for a division of the duties in the rpresent Hanovef parish. T realize that
power tc deal with such a matter does not lie within your ccmpetence. If
you feel that such a proposal has any intrinsic merit, I know that you will
pass it on to the prover authorities, together with your own comments and
recommendations.

If such a preoposal were finally judged to be opportune, I will simply
say to you that I would definitely be interested in assuming responsibility
for the combined ministry of the Crford nmastorate and the iary Hitchcock
chanlaincy.

Otherwise, I must, in all honesty, tell you that going up there to
worx -- under the present setup -- is basically repuznant to me, -- so nmuch
1at I would never attempt it. T am deenly sorry if this hurts vou.

i.. are a great inspiration to me, perscnallv, and I want so much to
accommodate ycu. But I do feel that in a matter such as this, ccanlete
honesty is called for.

CPH LITHO IN U.S.A. 84-2433 ~ -
(CVER)



A PROPOSAL

The Hanover parish is presently composed of the four tognships of
aover, Lyme, Orford, and Piermont, extending in a consecutive line
from south to north along the Connecticut River, in this manner:

Piermont

rford
Lyme

anover

Churches are presently located in Hanover and in Crford. The rarish also
assumes the responsibility for the chaplaincy at the very large Mary

Hitchcock Hospital in Eanover. Hitherto, two priests have been assigned
to the parish, one serving as pastor, and the other assuming full charge

of the hospital work.

In accordance with the principle of subsidiarity, (officially espoused
by the Church), it is hereby proposed tc divide the parish into two new
parishes.

The vresent parish would include the township of Hanover alone. The
Tor alone coculd adequately serve the priestly needs of such a  rish,
.cluding the hospital chaplaincy). The present four Sunday Masses (one
‘Saturday evening and three Sunday morning) could well be reduced to three
(one Saturday evening and two Sunday morning). This would eliminate the
need of extern help on weekends in Hanover.

It is felt that the pastor and parish ccuacil of the Hanover parish
would readily agree to such an arrangement, considerimg the fact that the
parish would thus be relieved of the pastoral care cf the three outlying
townshins, as well as that of the hospital chaplaincy.

st
”*
o

* * Y * x b * * * * *

The new parish to be established would be Mary Queen of Peace, Crford.
The present church is located at Crford, and serves Catholics of Crford,
as well as those in the two adjacent townships of Lyme and Piermcnt (see
map above). Thus, the new parish would include the three townships of
Lyme, Crford, and Piermont.

. The pastor could reside in the town of Lyme. Fe would be given, in
addition to the pastorate, responsibility for the chaplaincy at Mary
Hitchcock Fospital, Fanover. Living in Lyme, he could be ten minutes
away from the hospital. :
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The Crford parish cculd be financially viable providing that the
bulk of the pastor's salary was paid by a subsidy from the llanover
varish (e.g., $3,000.00 a year). This would be a fair amount ccnsidering
‘he fact that the Orford pastor would be assuming the chaplaincy at
Mary Hitchcock Hospital, a service which is presently funded by the
Hanover parish anyway. It is felt that the lancver parish would readily
agree to payment of this annual subsidy for the following reasons:

1. The Hanover parish would be reiieved of responsibility for
the chaplaincy at the FHospital (which lies within its terri-
torial boundaries).

2. The Hanover pastor would be relieved of pastoral responsibility
for services at the Crford church, and spiritual care of the
Catholics in Lyme, Crford, and Piermont.

3. The Hanover parish would be relieved of responsibility for
paying off the debt on the Crford church, which, at the present
time, is still considerable.

Y * * * * w * * * S 3% ¥ ¥ * w *

1t can readily be seen that the priest assigned to the new pastorate
would be performing maximum service to the Churck., IHe would have respon-
sibility fcr the services at the church in Crford on the weekend. He
would alsc be the coordinator of the new nparish's religicus education
program at a1l levels. Finally, he would be giving maxinum service on

e weekdays by providing spiritual care for the hospital patients.

e Hospital is the largest in the Twin States (450 .beds), and is
sufficientliy large to keep the chaplain busy curing the entire week.
Also, the presence of a resident priest among the scattered Catholic
population of Lyme, Crford, and Piermont woulcd be a distinct contribution
to the future evangeiization cf what is a fast-growing area of the State.

At a time when the Diocese is oblized tc use its priestly resources
at maximum capacity, if it is to do its job prorerly, it is avnparent that
scarcely a priest in the entire diocese would be so involved in continuous
and intensive priestly work as the pastor of this proposed Crford parish.



Father Densmore e . S M

I had an interview with Fr. Densmore on Tuesday, March 20th. It was® a

n pleaéht and, I hope, profitable interview.
His Status

Fr. Densmore is the Assoclate Pastor to Fr. Keenan at the parish of Our
Lady of Fatima in New London. He was appointed by the Bishop via a letter about
October 1971. By arrangement with the Pastor, Fr. Keenan, he serves the parish
only on week-ends, but is available all the rest of the week. He llves 1in his
own house in Sutton during the week. His Post Office address is Box 52,
Bradford, N.H., 03221. His telephone number at home 1s 958-5357. === The Parish
Council voted that he should be paid $275.00 per month. However, Fr. Densmore,
feeling that the Parish could not afford this amount, offeré to be paid for
only his week-end work. This averages about $140,00 per month., -=-- During Lent
he ys Mass in the Parish every day. He attends every Parish Council meeting
and is preseht at every other Parish event and undertaking. He claims that this
arrasgement of living at his own house during the week has the approval of the
Bishop. (I feel that the Bishop probably told him that whatever arrangement he
might make with Fr. Keenan, would be alfight.) --- He replied to a question
from me that there was really no need of an associate pastor in New London.
Everything éonsldered. I would say that he is doing all the work expected of

aﬁkssociate pastor.

He is most willing to be of service to the Bishop and the Dlocese. In spite
of what may have transpired‘durlng the last few years, I do not find a single
trace of bittnerness or hard feeling in him. Due to the fact that hiimother who
is 72 years of age lives in Claremht and he is her only relative, and also due
to the fact that he knows that area so much better than any other area of the

Di. se, he would prefer to serve® in that area.



Fr, Densmore Page 2.
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His Concept of Obedience

N
There is no doubt 1nAm1nd of his basic willingness to obey the Bishop.

However, if the Bishop were to call him in and tell him that he (the Bishop
would like 46 him him go to a certaln place 1n the diocese, Fr., Densmore would
like to be able to &xplain to the Bishop his reasohqwhy he would prefer not
to go that certain place., (In reality, I think that the Bishop gives this

opportunity to everyone now).
word
In a wee& I don't think there is any real question of real obedience. He

feels that he 1s doing what God wants him to do..In my mind he is a good priest
who to some degree has been misunderstood. I feel that I,for one, should take

some of the responsibility for this misunderstanding.

Opinion of Father Keenan

Fr. Keenan recommends him most highly. I contacted Fr. Keenan for his
opinion and he said that Fr., Densmore has been a »thmendous asset " to hlgénd
the Parish. He regards him as a "priestly person". =-- He iizosald that he under.
stands why Fr. Densmore would prefer to serve in that section of the diocese.
Fr. Keenan expressed a hope that Fr, Densmore would be given every chance to

work in the dlocese.



Fr. Densmore Page #,8
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Recommendations

I was highly impressed and encouraged by the interview with Fr. Densmore.

I feel that he should be "reclaimed" and put to work.

I discovered that he would like to serve as an assoclate pastor in Claremon
his home parish, and that he would "love to serve under Hector". This would
release one of the curates serving thére now, Although it is his home parish,
he has been away®from there for glmost dwenty years. I feel strongly about this

especlally at this time because of the scarcity of priests.

He also expressed a desire to serve as chaplain at the Mary Hitchcock
Hospital in Hanover. He served there for a period of two weeks during the
absence of Fr. Auger a few years ago and 1is familiar with the work. I feel that
he would do a good job there, better than in parish work. If an assignment could
be _.und in the diocese for Fr. Estee, this world solve the problem in Hanover

without losing a priest, or changing another priest.

Dated: March 25, 1973
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5 p.m. Folk Mass; this will also be -the
occasion of the baptism of Anthony
Carnevale, at the request of his parents. .
lirs. Zoe Lagassa will also be received
into the Cathclic Church as a member of
cur parish, Ve welcome this child and .
this worian into the Church of Jesus and
pray that their lives will be happy and
rich in th2 service of the Lord.

Kauchen.a Community

1:30 p.m. beotism preparation meeting for
new or expecting parents. Rectory.

3 p.m. lieeting of O.L.F, Altar Boys.

7 p.m. ¥.C.5. meeting - rectory

8:30 p.m. A.A, meeting; church hall.
Beginning of the Octave of Prayer for )
Christian Unity. Our Church jin New London will host this ecumeniczl
service of prayer. Details will appear in next Sunday's bulletin

Sunday, January 11, 1973

5 p.m. Folk hass, . ,
Sunday, Jan., 20 : 2nd Collection - for the Holy Father

| ANNOUNCED FMASSES:
j Sat: 5 p.m. James MacAllister by Jos. & Helen Provost

Sun: 8 a.m. Joan Lyons by Lr.Mrs. Wm. Green
Next 5at. Joan Lyons by the ‘Scatters

Building & kaint. Fund: 3 186.00
c:  § 41.10 . .
Anonymous Donor: $ 150 (OLF)  Back Envelopes: $100 (OLF)
We thank every one for their generousness toward the Lo
churches.

SEARCH: The next search week-end for Juniors and Senicrs will
Le held Jan. 18,19,29 at Sarto Center in iiooksett, N.H. Tiose
of you interested in atisnding please contact Fr.Keenw:i, Fee:315
This week-end experience usually proves to be most rewardlag

- and significant for the young person searching frr personal
values and new insights ii:to his or her Z.lentity.

ort A
Rew London, H.H. Potter Placs, N.H,
Sat: 5 p.m. - Sun,Mass: 9:215 a.m,

Sun: 8 g.m. & 10:30 a.3.

Pav,Thea Bssnen S25-448%
Confessions: bteZors Mass

Mg

ABOUT MANY THINGS:

With the exception of the poincettias, the symbols of Christmas
that have surrounded us in church have disappeared. Yet the Christmas-
spiphany meiody lingers still in the liturgy. Today's focus in the Goscel
on tie 3optism of Jesus and next Sunday's Gospel of the miracle at the Cana
marriage prolong the season that celebrates the epinhany of God in his scn
Jesus. ) . ~

Today's feast of the Baptism of Jesus, God showing forth his 'son,

placing his stamp of approval on his ministry, suggests the tieme: initiaticm

into Ged's service, The theme is illustrated by th: readings: First - Jesus

is the chosen servant of God, who will bring justice to t.e nations, leading

us o::t of the darkness of the spirit in which we are imprisoned(Isaiah 42:
1-4,6-7); Second - Peter teaches that Christ led a life of service to God

and man after He was baptized by John (Acts 10:34-38); Gospel - Through bap-~

tism by John and the gift of the Spirit of God, Christ is confirmed in His
mission as servant of tne Father and Savior of mankind.

In the early church's kerygma, or creaching of cor: belie’s about
desus, it's as if the earthly life of Jesus begins with his \\l. ;
ba. 'ism. This event symbolizes Jesus' t2in: annointed with the ‘a2
Holy spirit an' so prepared for a ministry of charismatic leal-
ing. This experience of Jesus enphasized what God was doinz in him.

Rev. Robi.lensmore 938-5357

)

R Y



+ couple of weeks age we had as a supper guest the Episcopal
paster of lewpert, active in the charismatic renewal. This lattsr tern
ool tpentotostal") a mvwﬁmozpuwﬁ%“w:uu eniphasizes the active pres-
engg of the Holy Spirit in the believey; Charismatics are apt to speak
o c¢h things 2s "baptism in the spirii", "the gifts of the sopirit"
riking in the Jepirit". Joi wl) ’

;
whu Just as today's feast (Baptism of Jesus) is seen as the start-
cqumy of his putlic ministry, so for the charismatic a similar baptism
i seen Lo be the central reality in his christian life. This baptisn
is also"in the spirit" hut dramatized in the early church's experiencs

al the Pentecost event when Jesus, crugified and risen, sends thc .
Spirit."Being tnerefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the promise of the Holv Spirit, he ha2s poured
gut this which you sce and hear"(Acts 2:33).

Our episcopal guest and others 1lkke him irom the charismatic
rencwal were impressive in many ways. They were wgonscious of the gifts
or charisms thit were given them at baptism. They were convirced thot
God's Spirit is at work in the world today and in the church with the
same intensity as in apostolic ﬁwamm‘ That the church, local or inter-
national, is not a stronger force for brotherhood, reconciliatior:, or
mutual charity is not kecause wmm Spiritl has left us or isg dezing, but
btecause we lack confidence in his presence, we have failed to"rel=ase
Him" )

According to the New Testament the gifts or charisms that are
given to us at our baptism initiation(including Confirmation & Euchar-
ist) are numerous and varied. Usually they are not meant for us as in-
dividual persons but "for the building up of the body of Christ, the
church. To presume that for some reason the oo:wmaﬁOﬁmﬁ%“orcwo: is
lacking the neceded charisms is to suspect that God is telng unfaithful
to his promises. ' :

If today's Mass theme is "initiation into God's service" it is
another way of stating that the mwbwmamzwm of initiation e for us.
the occasion for receiving the gifts needcd for the ccmeH:m up of the
church, As for the early Christians so for us --- we must exbect that
the Spirit will demonstrate his power by the transformation he will
effect in our lives. To receive the Spirit is to change. Ve Moo must
cxpect that the Spirit will manifest himself along the full dpectrum of
his charisms in the community. These inkluded, in the early church, .
such charisms as helping, administration, prophecy, and tongues(., .iou:
12:28; cfr, Rom.12: 6-8), but they were by no meanb limited to these.

Onc thing a pastor should be able to do is o rccognize the
Spirit wherewver he blows. I am not always sensitiv¢ to the Spirit as
he manifests himself in others, as he 8trives for ihe upbuilding of ‘the
church, Maybe... the New Year... ? :

. " QPEARLIE UL BLLUD Ul CGUIILIILU VL Gudwiny [ Las [ R Tty
¢ dence of this at the Epiphany party in the m@OﬁOﬁ% st Sunday éve,

Arsut 50 peonle from the tue churches appearcdiand spent an hour of more
visiting and getting acquainted with each other. ¥rs. Vialker was agsisc

ed by council wives to be sure but she had responsibility for puttihg
it together, To her and the meny who assisted her' our thanks.

.ﬁmm¢Smmwwodewﬁwmﬂoz~az.h.mpvwwm&o:tao:u.znm.mwwox mw.
a Jew, and I comprised a panel of resource persony who met with Hig
Sehoo? students ernrolled in an elective: Death & wmwsm. tle spent dbout
onc nour rcsponding to questions from the students about death, after-
life and what it will be 1like, if at all. Their questiors were usuiplly
deep and not always answerable in any prelise sashion

The experience brought back visions of ‘the racent Lyons fuher-
al and the dignity and composure which that-family displayed on w:&m,
occasion. It also reminded me how important it is to tegin cur "decin
education" at an early age. VWe have sex education, driver educaticn, w
consumer cducation, etc. What is more important to our living well thin
"death education". Only the person who has faced the reality of his ”
wn death squarely will be able to live his life wiscly, lovingly, cher-
ishing its beauty, savoring its pains and joys. The two hr. Jolmscnc |
deserve our encouragemcnt for their efrorts at wmaking literature clasg-
es so timely, ¢

ok oK % .

The New London Fuel Co. has informed me that Monday cr Tues-
day their men will be here to drain the upper church in N.L. and insta}l
the necessary valves shut off the heat entirely. In Potter Flace, the
process will be simpler, becauc: of the iean system '

In New London we don't have the seating facilities for'a mﬂw
church of 241, if they must be accomodated in the hall. One altarnatiy
would be to have two Saturday cvening Masscs, perhaps one at 4:30 p.m/
and thc cther at 6 p.m. We shall see how great arz theé numbers!
1HE FOLLCYWLNG QUESTIONS PERTAIN TO WH%:umHowa COMMITTEES EJT MAY EZ Of
interest to all as a way to appraisc.one's parish: i

1 Fducation is most important in liturgical rernewal. Hhs wr:H par ish
been involved in an ongoing liturgical catechesis deving thesg tér
years since the Vatican II document on liturgy? b

2. To think that Vatican II did awuy with choirs is'a misujderstapf-
ing. Where has your choir gone? Has the music vwomwuazwaﬂﬁo<mm Do yo
have good musicians? \ \."

3. Dozs your parish have a liturgy keam responsible for the wacwww
programs in your community? i v

L, Is the prayer life of your parish a priority? Do you celebrate .
the Jrtturgy of the Hours? Do you celebrate non-eucharistic Huwcwwwmma

5. Is there 2 total religious educazion program going on in your
parish. Do pcople, young and old, come to understand their wwe:HAwopw

|

. roles in the Church
«



January 18, 1974

Rev. Thomas E. Keenan
Our Lady of Fatima Church

Main Street .
New London, New Hampshire 03257

Dgéfo;ﬁhéi”Keenan:'
I thank you for the copy of your letter to Bishop Primeau of .
January 17th. I note that it is written in the spirit of fraternal
charity which I have tried to exercise at all times in my .relations

with Father Robert Densmore. May I make the following observations’

concerning him.

1) I have known him, his mother and his family since he was
a little boy. I was personally interested in his vocation -
and had hoped that he would be a great asset to the diocese.

,2)° I was disappointed to find that he had become so 1ntrovérted.x'““
% and wrapped up in his own ideas of the priestly ministry. = :
3)ffIA§aa instrumental in his5being placed with one of the most

‘ benevolent pastors of the diocese early in his career. R

4) When he "went off the deep end" in his ideas and actions
after the death of another good pastor, I sought to assist
‘him -- with little or no favorable reaction from him. In
cooperation with the Bishop, I sought to fit him back into
the pattern of things. I even asked to have him assigned
to the cathedral to work with me and my assoclates in an
atmosphere where I thought he would be able to make effec- .
~tive use of his talents. He refused to take anything but . = =
. an-assignment of his own choice in an area of the diocese '~ -
" 'where he personally wanted to work -- and where he was not ..
- needed. ' e

5) He persistently refused to accept appointments at times when
 we.were in need of assistance. = S

'6) He is being allowed to work with you in your.pafish as anothé:l ;7f
example of charity.. 1In another diocese, he would long since
have been suspended or laicized. i i

It seems that we have reached the point where Father Densmore must f
ither fish or cut bait. There is too much talk about his doing what 4
: pleases. His teaching at the Christian Life Center in Claremont N
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Rev, Thomas E. Keqnngh R
January 18, 1974: B L -2-

was severely criticized. His serving as retrecat mastaer under
diocesan auspices would have caused even more criticism. I do not
feel . that our Bishop should be exposed to such criticism simply be-
cause he charitably puts up.with the rebellion of Father Densmore.

I know that you are doing everything in your power to assist
Father Densmore. I sympathize with your efforts. I would do the
same thing nyself in your shoes. i

, I do notraccopt your criticism of me for my decision concern-
ing the retreat. In the absence of the bishop, I carefully examined
the letters having to do with his appointment to help you in New
London. They are clearly written and specific. They do not authorize
him to work other than in the area which he himself insisted upon. I
do not believe that I should change a policy agreed upon with the
Bishop at a time when the Bishop is not available.

I furthexr deny the “harshness” which you speak of in your
letter to the Bishop. I feel that this is uncalled for and un-
charitable. : A o

Since you have sent a copy of your letter to the Vicar for
~e Clergy. in addition to two other persons, I shall nend him a
ny of this for his information.

S - -

1 appreciate'your ptayera dnd:assure you of mine in return.:

Sinéeroly in Christ,

‘Rev. Msgr. Thomas S. Hansberry,
Vvicar General .

cc. Bishop Primeau
Msgr. Gendron




Dur Lady Of Fatima Thurch
MAIN ST. 5
NEW LONDON, N. H. 03257
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Jan.17, 1974

Most Reverend Ernest J. Primeau
Bishop of Manchester

153 Ash St.

Manchester, N.H. 03105

Dear Bishop Primeau:

Following my conversation with Msgr. Gendron on Jan.16, I am writing to you about
Robert Densmore, about his status with the diocese and the two churches of Our
Lady of Fatima and Immaculate Conception. The context of these remarks will be
clear from what follows.

During your absence I received a telephone call from the Youth Department and
Sr. Louise Vaillancourt inguiring if I could help, or suggest a priest who would
help in the upcoming Search week-end Jan. 18,19,20. The appointment of Steve
Scruton as pastor in Littleton made it difficult for him to fill his commitment
to Search for that week-end.

Since I felt I could not help on those particular dates I suggested Fr.Densmore,
who was here in the rectory at the time. They discussed the matter briefly and
he was willing to help the program in my place.

Later I learned that Fr.Densmore would not bte acceptable because his status with
the diocese, defined in his letter of appointment, was to exercise the mlnlstry
in this parlsh under my direction.

Since his assigrnment to this parish, and my first reading of the letter of appoint-
ment, I must confess I had not consulted it again. In my mind Bob and I were work-
ing in this parish. This was his and my ministry. If we were requested to help with
confessions or Masses in other areas, we responded if we were able. Both of us tried
to minister to the parish without being parochial., Even parish ministry is ministry
to the wider church. .

On various occasions I have told you how Fr. Densmore has been a willing and capable
colleague, sharing whatever load I have requested. At times he has assisted Sr.
Elizabeth Scadova and I in our Christian Life Center activities when we have
encouraged him or expressed a need for his teaching talents. He has, along with me,
helped other parishes in penance services, assisted with Masses when chaplains had
to be absent,etc.

A1l of this I presumed to encourage .without thinking that this man is under restrict-
ions, his ministry has been defined narrowly; and until his status is regularized

his generosity must be curbed, his activities curtailed in order to impress upon him
the importance of submitting himself to proper authority.

These thoughts simply were never in my head. And from our periodic conversations 1
never detected such a narrow, restrictive sp1r1t What I realize now is that other
seople, not involved in this man's life, except in a remote and administrative way,
would put a different interpretation upon his letter of appointment. Perhaps they
were not as aware as you were of the manner in which this assignment was evolving
for both Bob and I. Perhaps that explains how different our fraternal interest in
a brother's effort at reintegration would be expressed and understood.



p.2

ouEd
My thinking, during these two years of working together, has been that we are
priests together. I must share my life, my friends, my interests, my work with
him as he does with me. If his priestliness leads him to a generous collaboration,
so much the better. As long as we were serving the church in this area, and I judged
the forms of ministry to be reasonable and fruitful, I did not imagine there was a
need to request a dispensation from the letter's restrictions.

I marvel that those who made the decision to discourage Bob's participation, men
who were trying to follow "the letter" of the letter instead of its spirit, would
not have contacted me"under whose direction" Bob supposedly was carrying on his
ministry.

How disappointed I was to have to notify Bob that his willingness to help was not
acceptable. How painful it must have been for Sr.Louise to so explain to him,

With all these preliminaries, my point in writing to you, and sending copies to
the persons below, is to express my regrets for not following the letter more
restrictively, regrets for occasioning pain to others. But I write also to express
my sadness that such an interpretation should be held by good men in-authority
(revealing a harshness we all hoped had disappeared). Finally, I write to request
what I had presumed, namely a dispensation from such restrictions, a dispensation
to share my ministry, to encourage expansion of service, to broaden one's con-
cept of what being priest and minister to the parish really means.

‘Aith every good wish for a happy, absorbing New Year, and a promise of my prayers
for you and your staff

I remain

Thomas E. Keenan

Copies to:
Msgr.Crosby
Msgr.Gendron
Msgr. Hansberry
Sr. Louise Vaillancourt
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MEMORANDUM

VICAR FOR RELIGIOUS
DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 153 ASH STREET  MANCHESTER. N. H. 03105

January 21, 1974

Re: Rev. Robert Densmore

On Wednesday, January 16, 1974, I had Bob Densmore
in the office to evaluate his situation. Rev. Thomas Keenan
whoknew of his appointment called to explain how he views
Father Densmore's ministry and express his feelings of dis-
appointment concerning the refusal of the Diocese to allow
Father Bob to be part of the team to give a Search Program
at the Sarto Center.

Fr. Keenan wanted to write to the Bishop to
give his opinion on the matter and I encouraged him to do so.
I said to him that he should try to obtain permission to ex-
tend Fr. Densmore's ministry according to his good judgement
rather than presume that he already has the permission. He
agreed.

Fr. Densmore was most cooperative and seemed well
dlsposed he did not seem to be upset over the decision taken
against his going to the Search to help on the team. He said
he had been asked by the priests in the area to help in various
parishes for confessions, Masses, penitential services, replacing
for vacations and was helping in the Christian Life Center where

-he taught a number of courses.

He believes in authority and obedience to the Bishop
but his point is that he has certain difficulty living in the
house of another man because of past experience and cannot bring
himslef to do this. He will work with or under anyone and is
willing to take orders in the work but finds it difficult at this
time to live in the house where someone else is in chsarge.

He is happy now although income is restricted and
could use more money, but he helps out Fr. Keenan and has his own
house in Sutton which is part of the parish of New London. He
is willing to continue this way.

To my question: "what would you like?" - he said, ™ he would very
much like to develop the parish of Newbury and Sunapee."



Rev. Robert Densmore 4 p- 2

My recommendation is that we make a great effort to reconcile
people like Fr. Densmore and take them where they are without
imposing impossible demands if this can be done without detri-
ment to moral principles. I would like to be able to continue
to persue this possibility and when Fr. Densmore becomes of
pastoral age to give him a place where we feel he can work. We
have allowed him to work when we needed him -- maybe he needs us
now. . .



Rev. Thomas
Our Lady of
Hain Btreet
New Londen,

Dea;'?atber

I thank

" January 18, 1974
El Keenan
Fatima Church
New Hampshire 03257
keenan:“ '

fou for the copy of your letter to Bishop Primeau of

January l7th. I note that it is written in the spirit of fraternal
charity which I have tried to exercise at all times in my relations
with Father Robert Densmore. May I make the following observations
concerning him. :

1) I have known him, his mother and his family since he was
a little boy. I was personally interested in his vocation
and had hoped that he would be a great asset to the dliocese.

. .2) I was disappointed'tbifind that he had become so0 introverted
-1 ~ “'and wrapped up in his own ideas of the prigstlylpiniﬁtry;

3) I was instrumental in his“being placed with one of the most
‘ benevolent pastors of the dioccese early in his career.

< - .-

4)  Wwhen he "went off the deep end” in his ideas and Aétions_.

after the death of another good pastor, I sought to assist
him ~- with little or no favorable reaction from him. 1In

cooperation with the Bishop, I sought to fit him back into
the pattern of things, I even asked to have him assigned
to the cathedral to work with me and my associates in an

atmosphere where I thought he would be able to make effec-
tive use of his talents. He refused to take anything but
an assignment of his own choice in an area of the diocese

- where he~persona11y wanted to work -- and where he was not-;pf
needed. : ] e

:-Sylﬁe‘persistently refused té‘ﬁccept appointmentsxat'tlmes'vhen
wve were in need of assistance. . - - '

6) He. is being allowed’to-work with you in your parish as another
~example of charity.. In another diocese, he would long since
have been suspended or laicized.

It scems
“ther fish
pleases.

that we have reached the-point where Father Dcnsmore must
or cut bait, There is too much talk about his doing what
His teaching at the Christian Life Center in Claremont




Rev. Thomas E;‘Keénan,
January 18, 1974 - -2~

was severely criticized. His serving as retreat master under
diocesan auspices would have caused even more criticism. I do not
feel that our Bishop should be exposed to such criticism simply be-
cause he charitably puts up with the rebellion of Father Densmore.

, I know that you atg»dpihg everything in your power to assist
Father Densmore. I symgathize with your efforts. I would do the
same thing myself in your shoes.

I do not accept your criticism of me for my decision concern~- - Y
ing the retreat. 1In the absence of the bishop, I carefully examined . . . .
the letters having to do with his appointment to help you in Rew ' oL
London. They are clearly written and specific. They do not authorize S
him to work other than in the area which he himsgelf insisted upon. I R
do not believe that I should change a policy agreed upon with the s
: Bishop at a time when the Bishop is not available,

I further deny the ”harshness" which you speak of in your
letter to the Bishop. I feel that this is uncalled for and un-
charitable.

Since you have sent a copy of your letter to the Vicar for
e Cletgy, in addition to two other peraons, I shall send him a
¢y of this for his information. o

S

I appreciate your prayers and ‘assure you of mine in return.

Sincerely in Christ, 4;"

"Rev. Msgr. Thomas S. Hansberry,
Vicar General

' cé. Bishop Primeau
Msgr. Gendron

.«
. e



Our Lady Of Fatima Church .
MAIN ST, 9092

NEW LONDON., N. H. 03257

Jan.17, 1974

Most Reverend Ernest J. Frimeau
Bishop of Manchester

153 Ash St.

Manchester, N.H. 03105

Dear Bishop Primeau:

Following my conversation with ksgr. Gendron on Jan.1l6, I am writing to you about
Robert Densmore, about his status with the diocese and the two churches of Cur
Lady of Fatima and Immaculate Conception. The context of these remarks will be
clear from what follows.

During your absence I received a telephone call from the Youth Department and
Sr. Louise Vaillancourt inquiring if I could help, or suggest a priest who would
help in the upcoming Search week-end Jan. 18,19,20. The appointment of Steve
Scruton as pastor in Littleton made it difficult for him to £i11 his commitment

_ﬂ_"h»tO“SQaIgh“g9r that week-end.

Since I felt I could not help on those particular dates I suggested Fr.Densmore,
' who was here in the rectory at the time. They discussed the matter briefly and
he was willing to help the program in my place.

Tater I learned that Fr.Densmore would not be acceptable because his status with
‘2 diocese, defined in his letter of appointment, was to exercise the ministry
this parish, under my direction. '

Since his assigmment to this parish, and my first reading of the letter of appoint-
ment, I must confess I had not consulted it again. In my mind Bob and I were work-
ing in this parish. This was his and my ministry. If we were requested to help with
confessions or Masses in other areas, we responded if we were able. Eoth of us tried
to minister to the parish without being parochial. Even parish ministry is ministry
to the wider church. :

On various occasions I have told you how Fr. Densmore has been a willing and capable
colleague, sharing whatever load I have requested. At times he has assisted Sr.
Elizabeth Scadova and I in our Christian Life Center activities when we have
encouraged him or expressed a need for his teaching talents. He has, along with me,
helped cther parishes in penance services, assisted with Xasses when charlains had
to be absent,etc.

A1l of this I presumed to encourage .without thinking that this man is undar restrict-
jons, his ministry has been defined narrowly; and until his status is regularized

his generosity must be curbed, his activities curtailed in order to impress upon him
the importance of submitting himself to proper authority.

These thoughts simply were never in my head. And from our periodic conversations I
rever detected such a narrow, restrictive spirit. what I realize now is that other
ple, not involved in this man's life, except in a remo*e and administrative way,
1d put a different interpretation upon his letter of appointment. rerhaps they
were not as aware as you were of the manner in which this assignment was evolving
for both Bob and I.. Perhaps that explains how different our fraternal interest in
a brother's effort at reintegration would be expressed and understood.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

I, @A‘ J—OS‘ Z}ENSMO RE , with firm faith, believe and profess all
and everything that is contained in the Symbol of Faith, that is:

I believe in one God.

The Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

And of all things visible and invisible.

And I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God.

Born of the Father before all ages.

God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God.

Begotten, not made, of one substance with the Father.

By whom all things were made. '

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven.

And he became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the

Virgin Mary: and was made man.

He was also crucified for us, :

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was buried.

And on the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.
And of his kingdom there will be no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

Who together with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
And who spoke through the prophets.

And one holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

And I await the resurrection of the dead.

And the life of the world to come.

I firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either de-
fined by the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared by
its ordinary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals,
accordingly as they are proposed by it, especially those things dealing
with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ, its sacraments and the
sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff.

Signed /LIl /0_& O eewsrena_

Hhunsiatt, S} (Howe s,
JWv. Eﬁp . (;ZTﬂnganﬂfﬁ/:

)C%L%i;og,‘- 4;%;§iiziiifblﬁ&aJ




March 4, 1975

Reverend Robert J. Densmo;e
P. 0. Box 52
3radford, New Hampshire

Dear Father Densmore:

Subsequent to our recent conversation, I
wish to confirm in writing your appointment as
temporary idministrator of St. Catherine Parish,
Charlestown, New Hampshire, effective Warch 6,
1975 for the duration of Father Lamothe's leave
of absence for reasons of health.

As administrator you are authorized to
administer to both the spiritual and temporal
affairs of the parish, and this letter will serve
to introduce you to the bank in order that you
may be authorized to sign checks and attend to
the financial needs of the parish.

Please be assured of my appreciation for
your willingness to assume this responsibility
and my continued prayers that your ministry in
Charlestown may be both happy and fruitful., 1If
at any time I can be of assistance, please cdo
not hesitate to call uUpon me.

With every prayerful good wish, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester



March 9, 1975

Most Reverend J. Gendron, Bishop of Manchester
Diocesan Administration Building

153 Ash Street )

Manchester, New Hampshire 03103

Your Excellency:

We, the parishioners of Our Lady of Fatima Church, New
London, and Immaculate Conception Church, Potter Place, are
acutely aware of our loss as we wish Godspeed to Father Rob-
ert Densmore, who is leaving us at your request to take up
new duties. It is our wish to express to you a little of what
Father Densmore has meant to us.

Our two churches have been greatly blessed with a re-
markable drawing-together under the leadership of our pastor,
Father Keenan, with the cooperation of Father Densmore. Father
Densmore's contribution to the parish spirit has been a self-
less devotion to the people's needs. He has, of tourse, been
helpful with administrative duties and the chores of maintain-
ing a parish. More importantly, however, Father Densmore has
been an inspiration in his priesthood -- by his humility, his
warmth, his humor, his readiness to help, his words of counsel
and encouragement to the troubled, his solace to the ill and
grieving, his exceptional rapport with the young, his learned
teachings and his personal sanctity.

In New London, where Catholicism and its practitioners
have not always been accepted, a new ecumenical spirit has been
fostered. Much of the credit for this must go to the priests
who serve Our Lady of Fatima parish. In this important advance
Father Densmore has played a vital part. He is deeply respected
by the clergy of our two Protestant churches and their congre-
gations. Only those who have lived through the breaking down
of prejudice can truly appreciate how much this means.



96395

SO, Your Excellency, we feel great sorrow at the depart-
ure of Father Densmore. At the same time we are happy for
him that he should advance in his pastoral responsibilities.
We send him from us with our fervent prayers and our heart-
felt gratitude.

We also pray that the wonderful work done in our parish
by Father Keenan and Father Densmore will continue to enjoy
God's blessing.

As a parish we extend to you, our Bishop, our deepest
respect and prayers that God will bless your work among us.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

"\j@'@/ ¢ Aln Siceee o )é/c»co'*z/v&, acee Mooy RBrakos

i i
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August 26, 1975

Mr. and Mrs. Al Lambert
RFD #1, Box 104
Charlestown, New Hampshire

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Lambert:

May I take this opportunity to acknowlddge
receipt of your letter of August 24th and thank you
sincerely for taking the time to write to me to
voice your enthusiastic approval of Father Robert
Densmore and his ministry to the people of Charlestown.

I am pleased to know that the needs of the people
of St. Catherine's Parish are being so well served
by Father Densmore. As you can probably imagine,
it is far more common for the Bishop to receive
negative criticisms rather than positive letters
such as yours. I am most grateful for your thought-
fulness in sharing your thoughts with me.

With every prayerful good wish, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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February 25, 1976

DIDCESE OF MANCHESTER

Reverend Robert J. Densmore

Saint Catherine's Church

812 Main Street

P.0O. Box 332

Charlestown, New Hampshire 03603

Dear Bob:

Bishop Gendron has asked me to forward a copy of the enclosed
letter to you. It is the Bishop's policy to never act upon unsigned
correspondence. But this is the second letter of this type he
has recently received, he felt that, in your pastoral concern for the
welfare of the parish and given the seriousness of the complaint,
you would want to be aware of the situation.

Trusting that you will understand in a positive fashion the
purpose of sending the letter to you, and hoping that all is well
w - you and your work, I am ‘ ‘

Fraternally in Christ,
-*“!lq IR ' N
:'.: ST ey
Francis J. Christian
Assistant Chancellor



COTA Al

/«

V{/' ¢ /s 722 T L

- — o
- . 2 Y, - &
e AT Al P2 )
- ,’ —
R [ //_,( “ K PR LS e

AP
o ret

oy

=

[ // 1_/) -~ 7/ _

/c // (,,,v_;

Lo P ar g KR s e

e .
L] -7 '/"."‘/ < R S /‘— C ""’/ -7 2
i [ L - L R / <
. ‘.
! !
g ]
. - S -
~ ” ) / r' . . —Z' L’.’ s
Y 2 e e S il s ‘ P
a ‘,f‘.
L

"\
A
s
™
~
A\
|
\i
.
N
Q\
n

///L_(

- g

o __{ ﬂ/‘;’&i»‘)— 2"//‘24')



Il L= T /~ S Ee s L AL

"\ \ /
b e L

(U7

N March 31, 1978

Reverend Robert J. Densmore

St. Catherine Rectory

812 Main Street

P. 0. Box 332

Charlestown, New Hampshire 03603

Dear Father Densmore:

With the approval of the Diocesan Personnel
Board and upon the recommendation of Bishop
Mulvee, I am pleased to confirm your appointment
as Pastor of St. Catherine Parish, Charlestown.

This appointment is effective immediately
upon your completion of the canonical requirements,
i.e. making the required profession of faith and
taking the customary oath before my delegate at
the Chancery Office. May I ask that you arrange
to come to the Chancery Office for this purpose
at your earliest convenience.

With every prayerful good wish, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester



Qi8S
PERSONAL INTERVIEW OF BISHOP GENDRON
WITH
REV. ROBERT J. DENSMORE - PASTOR
ST. CATHERINE - CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
MAY 13-14, 1983

The parish visitation was a pleasant one. Father was most cordial, although
very informal and casual in his approah. He seems to be well appreciated there.
We had interesting parish council meetings. The points of emphasis at the meet-
ing, which I repeated to Father Robert Densmore in my interview, were that they
pointed out the great need for a liturgical committee which would tend to improve
their liturgies and then work towards the spiritual growth of the parish. The
second point that I made was that there was a special need for youth organiza-
tion, youth activities, especially high school. The third, that there be an im-
provement in their system of religious education, even through the elementary
$chool, although that's fairly well organized, but the system is not strong
enough and they would continue to work towards developing the high school CCD
program. Father indicated that the people from Charlestown feel that the Alstead
community is not financially supported sufficiently with the group of the Charles-
town people, since they contribute only approximately $1,500.00 a year towards
the support of the parish in Charlestown. Since they contribute only approxi- -
mately $1,500.00 a year towards the support of the parish in Charlestown, they
feel that since there is so little community expense in the Holy Spirit Mission
since they don't have their own church (they only pay $100.00 a month for rental)
that they ought to be giving more substantially to the support of the Charlestown
rectory and hall, etc. Then the other point that was made was that Father has a
problem with Sunday School. Some people do not attend Mass when there is no
Sunday School. In other words, the population there seems to be more faithful
to Mass attendance when they have to take their children to religious education.
“When there is no CCD class, then there is a lack of participation in the Sunday
Liturgy. This is true both in Charlestown and Alstead. Father feels that he
is in good health, although he seems to have some problems with his legs, going
upstdirs, and things of that sort. I talked with Father about his condition of
living, whichis very poor. He does his own cooking, his own cleaning, etc. He
felt that he didn't feel he would want to have someone around all the time, and
said he could hardly affort to pay someone. He really doesn't mind doing these
things himself. But as a result, the house is very sloppy. He certainly is
living a 1ife of low level poverty because of his concern for spending. He heats
the whole area with wood. The rectory is a hugh building. He lives in three
rooms in the wintertime to cut down on all expenses, and he's really happy doing
this. He feels there would be problems if he hired a janitor or a housekeeper.
He says he has a high school person come in four days a week for a Tittle work.
Pelple here say that he's quite unconventional in his dress and behavior, and
I pointed this out to him. He agrees. I recommended that he, at least when he
is at a public function as a priest, should wear his clericals, and he agreed.

He is happy here and feels that he could stay here for a long time. On the
other hand, he is open to a change when something takes place that might be
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Personal Interview
Father Robert J. Densmore
Page 2

agreeable to him. I sort of indicated to him clearly that he would not stay
there forever. The people had mentioned that fact many times, and he indi-
cated to them that he was good for another 15 or 18 years there. But he is
quite open to a change down the road. I felt that it would not be this year,
but it could happen in the next couple of years. Some of the people would

miss him terribly, because he is a very compassionate person and is very sensi-
tive to the needs of the people who are hurting, who are alienated, etc.
Otherwise, there are people who, because of his unconventiona approach, really
don't respect him. ‘
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July 15, 1983

Rev. Robert J. Densmore
St. Catherine Rectory
Post Office Box 332
Charlestown, N. H. 03603

Dear Father Densmore:

1 have selected you to attend. the Spring 1984 Session of the Institute
for Continuing Theological Education at Casa Santa Maria, North American Col-
lege, Rome, Italy. This is an excellent continuing education opportunity and
I know you will enjoy it and be enriched by it.

I am aware of your preference. for the Fall 1984 Session, and regret
that in view of many other considerations I have to make the decision to ask
you to accept the Spring Session.

At this time I do not have the exact dates for the Spring 1984 Session.
However, in the past the Spring Session began toward the end of February and
ended in mid May. When I receive this information I will forward 1t to Mon-
signor John F. Burke, who will then advise you of the exact dates and send
you the forms which the Institute will require you to complete.

The Priests Contfnuing Education Fund will be responsible for the basic
cost, namely, the tuition, room and board at the Casa Santa Maria. The

transportation costs, to and from, as well as incidental expenses in connec-
tion with travel and the Spring Session, will be assumed by you personally.

It will be your responsiblity.to find a replacement to cover your min-
istry during your absence, the stipend for which will be paid by the parish.
Your own salary, of course, will continue to be paid by the parish.

With every good wish, I remain |

. Cordially in Christ,

. Bishop of Manchester
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October 4, 1983

Reverend Robert J. Densmore

St. Catherine's Church

P. O. Box 332 :
Charlestown, New Hampshire 03603

Dear Father Densmore:

Thank you for your letter of September 29
in which you indicate the pastoral reasons which
prevent you from attending the pastoral renewal
program in Rome in the spring of 1984. While
I am sorry that you will not be able to .benefit
from the program, I understand your reasons for
having to refuse at this time.

If you wish to consider attending the program
at a future date, please do not hesitate to ap-
ply once again for consideration to Monsignor
Burke.

Assuring you of my prayerful best wishes,
I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester



St. Catherine’s Church 5

P. O. Box 332
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Sept. 29, 1983
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ar Bishop,

Thank you so mch for nominating me for the ICTE, Rome, for the
Spring, 1984, semester. I cannot go, and will try to explain briefly,
because I know you get a lot of letters that you have to read.

1.) During Lent, we get a very sizable increase of participants
in the Lenten daily Masses. Somewhere between fifty and sixty people.
Even if I were lucky enough to get reliable supply for the weekends, I
would never be able to do this for the weekday Masses. Our people are
devoted to these weekday Masses during Lent -- I cannot let them down.

2.) Having a supply priest on just any ordinary Sunday of the
year is one thing, but relying on a supply priest for the great Sundays
of Lent, Palm Sunday, Easter, the Easter Season, and .Pentecost is quite
another thing. From my own viewpoint, I find these Sundays with my
people the most consoling of the entire year -- (and God knows, there
are few consolations in this 1life of ours!) I find Lent and the Easter
time to be the most "teachable moments" of the entire year. You y ourself
remarked upon our very high Rice Bowl donation annually. You probably
can understand that that doesn't happen by accident -- it happens because
I am here and on the job -- sharing as best I can the deepest meaning of
Lent and Easter with my people. I would never wish to confide my peopge
to a supply priest during these most precious times of the year. A pastor
in a larger parish could reasonably leave things in the hands of an
~ssociate, but as you know, there is none here. And not only that, but

nave not one, but two, churches to think of.

3.) Our church furnace is notional. After nearly nine years, I have
learned to run it. But it's not something I can brief a stranger on.
Our people are, for the most part,old. When they come to Sunday Mass,
they expect to be warm. Last year, they gave more money to the fuel
collection than we spent on fuel. I doubt any parish in your diocese
can make that claim. I feel that they deserve to be warm at Mass in
the winter. I rise each Sunday at €:00 A.M. to make sure that every-
thing is okay with the furnace. Again, I cannot expect a supply priest
to do this.

L,) Finally, our rectory is heated entirely with our wood fire, in
the very efficient stove in the parlor. There i1s no one in the house
besides myself to run this stove. If I were not here throughout the week,
our pipes would freeze. I like the wood fire -- I find i1t much more
warming than oil heat. But the fact remains that there is no money in
our budget to heat our rectory with oil heat. We are a small church, and
last year, 34¢ of every dollar we took in went to Manchester for various
purposes. Our people do not always understand the needs of the universal,
national, and diocesan church, but I do, and I am very happy to effect
this saving on oil by heating with wood (all of which, by the way, is
donated by my people -- they bring it in truckloads to me.) But surely
“~ru @n see, during the winter season I can get no one in here to run

“ires as I would run them.
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I would conclude by asking you to think back when you were pastor
-n Pittsfield, and with no assoclate. I think that if you think of those
days and some of the problems you might have then had, you will readily

understand all that I am saying.

Finally, I want you to know -- in no uncertain terms -- that I am
not insensitive to the great honor you have conferred upon me by
nominating me for this continuing education in the spring. In fact,

I am in a better position than most to realize just exactly how great

the honor is, because I lived in Rome for forty-four months. A Boman
Easter would be heavenly for me -- but right now, an Easter for me

means an Easter with this portion of the church which you have confided
to my service. I am confident that you can understand all of this. But,
please do not think of me as unappreciative -- I am, and will continue to
be -- deeply appreciative of your kind thought of me.

Perhaps the bottom line is that no pariéh priest should go to the
Spring term of the ICTE unless he had associates upon whom he can rely.

Sincerely,

(Bt B

R.J. DENSMORE

P.S. My sincerest expression of sympathy to you upon the death
of the Cardinal. I have been told how close you were to him, and how
much his friendship meant to you. He was, indeed, a beautiful and
inspiring man. I know that you feel his loss keenly. Was not Lawrence

Riley's eulogy most powerful and close to the mark!
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June 7, 1984

Reverend Robert J. Densmore

St. Catherine Rectory

116 Main Street

Post Office Box 332

Charlestown, New Hampshire 03603

Dear Father Densmore:

You will be pleased to know that I have chosen you to attend
the Fall 1984 Session of the Institute for Continuing Theological
Education at the Casa Santa Maria, North American College, Rome,
Italy. You will replace Monsignor John E. Molan who is unable
to attend the Fall '84 Session. .

I have just learned that the Fall '84 Session will open on
Tuesday, September 25 and conclude on the evening of Thursday,
December 13. You will hear from Monsignor Burke in the very near
future with more detailed information, and at the same time he
will send you the forms which the Institute asks you to complete.

The Priests' Continuing Education Fund will be responsible
for the basic cost; namely, the tuition, room and board at the
Casa Santa Maria. The transportation costs, to and from, as well
as other incidental expenses in connection with travel and the
Fall Session will be assumed by you personally.

After consultation with Most Reverend Robert E. Mulvee and
the Personnel Board, I am happy to inform you that Reverend
Edward E. Bracq will provide the coverage of the parish during
your absence.

Your own salary, of course, will continue to be paid by the
parish. It is expected that the parish will also provide the
stipend for Father Bracq.

-

s

Mo
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Reverend Robert J. Densmore
June 7, 1984
Page 2.

I know you will enjoy this return to Rome which will bring
back so many pleasant memories of your seminarian days there.
I am certain that you will be enriched by this excellent continuing
education opportunity as well as enjoy the change of pace which
it affords.

With prayerful best wishes, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester

-~
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Department of Priestly Life and Ministry
Diocese of Manchester
. | / 153 Ash Street, P.O.Box 310, Manchester, New Hampshire 03105  (603) 669-3100
- MEMO -
TO: Most Rev. Odore J. Gendron
FROM: Rev. John F. Burke

SUBJECT: Form to be completed in behalf of Father Robert J. Densmore
in regard to his participation in the Fall 1984 Session ICTE, Rome

DATE: June 13, 1984
The attached recommendation form is designed to give the Director

of the Institute for Continuing Theological Education in Rome a profile
of the priest who is to attend the Institute:

Attached you will find suggested comments which you may
or may not wish to use.

please note that your signature and date are required on
the reverse side of the form

The completed and signed form should be send VIA AIR MAIL to:

Reverend Msgr. John M. Smith, Director
Institute for Continuing Theological Education
Casa Santa Maria

via Dell' Umilta 30

00187 Rome ITALY

I would appreciate a carbon copy of the above or some word that
the form has been completed and mailed.



NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

CASA SANTA MARIA
Via dell’'Umilta, 30 e 00187 Rome, Italy

Manchester

DIOCESE

Densmore,

Rev. Roberxt J.

NAML:

INSTITUTE FOR CONTINUING THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

CONFIDENTIAL LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FROM APPLICANT'S
ORDINARY OR RELIGIOUS PROVINCIAL WRITTEN ON BEHALF OF:

(NAME) - Reverenu rRowerc J. Ueilsnore

In order to be of most effective service to you and to the priest-applicant from your
Diocese/Religious Province, the Admissions Committee of the Institute for Continuing
Theological Education would be grateful to you if you would respond to the following
questions about the candidate under consideration as completely as you are able.

1. Does the applicant appear to be a man of faith and prayer? Please comment.

tatier Densmore ¢ives evidence tuat e is a DHriest of
faicin anda prayer.

2. Is the applicant a satisfied person? Please comment.

e is content in his oresent assigament.

3. |s the applicant happy as a priest in priestly ministry now? Please describe and
comment.

raciaer vensiore nas beein ia i1is present assignment since
ddarch 31, 1378 and aswears to be hadpy in nis ministry.

4. Does the applicant enjoy adequate social adjustment? Is he happy with and in the
presence of others? Please comment.

He is-a well adjusted person who seems o delight in
being with people.

Over, please . . . .
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5. Doeé the applicant have any personal problems of which the Director of the ICTE
should be aware? Please comment.

wone cnac 1 an aware of.

6. Is the applicant presently satisfied with his work situation?

Lt uoes avrear that Le is satisfied witn ais nreseit
assignnent.

7. Does the applicant manifest a certain unity and balance in his life? Please
comment.

Father Densiiore Goes maiaiain uinicy and valance in his life
as a ersou aau a sriesc.
8. Further comments (if desired):

woine

Your signature:

Today's date: : é/z‘(/ atd

Please note: The candidate’s application dossier will be considered only if this letter
of recommendation bears the signature of his Ordinary or Religious
Provincial.
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October.7,.1985

Rev. Robert J. Densmore
St. Catherine Rectory
Post Offige Box 332

" Charlestown, NH 03603

Dear Father Densmore:

'I have received your recépt letter regérding your eesignation as
Pastor of Saint Cabtkerine in Charlestown. :

Given your health situation and what appears to be the need for
treatment in regard to it, I feel that it is better that you resign the
parish at this time. As a result, I accept your regignation, effective
with the appointment of a new Pastor which wkll, hopefully be on the
23rd of October. 1 will, however, notify you more precisely of this
date once the appointments are finalized. - S

~ Please be aware, Bob, of my concern for you. You have done a good
job ‘in Charlestown and Alstead in many ways. I look forward to using
your talents in the Diocese again as soon as your health and emotional
situation permits. I encourage you, as a resutt, to cooperate fully with
the treatment you will recefve at Saint Luke's and to be assured of my
prayers that it will prove to be most beneficial. If there is anything
that I can do for you, please do not hesitate to call upon me. Please
take your salary for October from Saint Catherine's. Once it {is deter-
mined whether you will be accepted immediately into treatment, or whether
that will be postponed temporarily, please let me know so that we may
make arrangements to pay you from the Ctergy Fund. Again, if I can be of
any assistance to you in the months ahead, don't hesitate to call upon me.

With every good wish, I am
| | Cordially in Christ,

~ Bishop of Manchester
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BLIND COPY SENT TO FATHER JOHN P. QUINN 572 {

May 29, 1986

Rev. Robert J. Densmore
St. Mary Rectory

32 Pearl Street
Claremont, NH 03743

Déér Father Densmore:

: Subsequent to our recent conversations and upon the recormendation
of Father John P. Quinn, the Secretary for Community Services, I am
pleased to appoint you Catholic Chaplain to Memorial Hospital in Nashua,
effective June 23, 1986. It 1s understood that you will take up residence
at Saint Christopher Parish in Nashua, where you will provide weekedd
assistance and whatever other priestly services possible for you, given
your primary responsibility at the hospital. Will you please verify with
Father Quinn the details of payment of your salary and any other such
considerations. - T :

1 am most grateful to you for your willingness to undertake this .
ministry. It {s offered with the understanding that you will continue fo
see Dr. Henry Ouellette on a regular basis, I trust that with him you
will be more and more able to bring under complete control the problem _
areas which you have already discussed with him.

If I can be of any assistance.to you in the weeks and months ahead
please do not hesitate to call upon me. :

‘Cordially in Christ,

B8ishop of Manchester
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May 29, 1986

Rev. Karl E. Dowd
St. Joseph Rectory
Post Office Box 938
Salem, NH 03079-0938

Dear Father Dowd:

Subsequent to our recent conversation in reference to your appoint-
ment as Pastor of Saint Christopher Parish {in Nashua, this Tetter will
confirm the assignment of Reverend Robert J. Densmore, effective June
23, 1986, to residence at Saint Christopher's. Father Densmore has been
named Catholic Chaplain at Memorial Hospital. He will, however, provide
you With weekend assistance at Saint Christopher and be willing to help
in whatever other ways his primary ministry makes possible.

Will you please verify with Father John P. Quinn, thé'éecretary for
Community Services, the appropriate arrangement for board and room and
any other such considerations.

1 trust that this arrangement will be spiritually beneficial to all
parties involved, and assure you once again of my prayers as you begin
your new ministry.

With every good wish, I am

Cordfally in Christ,

bishop of Manchester

cc: Rev. John P. Quinn,
Secretary for Commun{ty Sgrvices
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER

MOST REVEREND LEO E. O'NEIL. D.D.

January 15, 1993

Rev. Robert J. Densmore
St. Augustine Rectory
383 Beech Street
Manchester, N.H. 03103

Dear Fr. Densmore:

Msgr. John Quinn, Director of Catholic Charities, has informed me that
you would be willing to accept a deanery assignment at Elliot Hospital.
Having consulted with the Personnel Board and now knowing your willingness

. to accept this assignment, I hereby appoint you Deanery Chaplain to the
E1liot Hospital, Manchester, New Hampshire, effective February 1, 1993.

You will be responsible to Msgr. John Quinn, who will coordinate your
ministry at the hospital with the priests of the Manchester East and West

Deaneries.

I know this will be a new challenge for you, but I am confident your
pastoral skills and personal sensitivity in ministering to the i1l and
infirm will be of great encouragement and solace to the patients at Elliot

Hospital.

May God continue to bless you with joy and peace and especially the
power of His presence as you comfort and console your new "parishioners."

Sincerely in Christ,

200 & Ole .

Bishop of Manchester

cc: Rev, Msgr. John P, Quinn
Mr. Scott W. Goodspeed

153 AsH STREET. P.O. Box 310, MANCHESTER. NEw HAMPSHIRE 03105-0310  (603) 663-3100



€y

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER

May 12, 2000

Rev. Robert J. Densmore

St. Anne Parish

383 Beech Street
Manchester, NH 03103-5397

Dear Father Densmore:

Subsequent to your recent conversation with Bishop Christian and your previous
request to retire from full-time active ministry, | am pleased to inform you that 1 grant
you permission effective June 21%, 2000. You will be succeeded as Chaplain at the Elliot

~ Hospital on that same date by Father Andrew Meehan. Father Meehan and Monsignor
Norman P. Bolduc, the Director of Institutional Ministry, will be in touch with the Elliot
Administration to discuss the details of Father Meehan’s assi gnment.-

1'am most grateful to your, Bob, for all that you have done over these many years
in caring for the sick people in our hospitals. The presence of the Church is most
important during these times and I know that you have been a source of Christ’s healing
presence to innumerable people over the years. In their name, thank you.

In closing, I look forward to the different forms of ministry you will continue to
provide to God’s people here in New Hampshire and pray that your retirement will be a
time of both joy and productivity. '

With every good wish, I remain

Sincerely yours in Our Lord,

ishop of Manchester

cc: Rev. Msgr. Norman P. Bolduc

153 ASH STREET. P.O. BOX 310. MANGCHESTFR. NFw HARMPSHINE 03105-0310  (603) 6G69-3100  FAX (6O3) 669-0377
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER

MOST REVEREND LEO E. O'NEIL. D.D.

August 9, 1995

Rev. Robert J. Densmore

St. Anne Rectory

231 Merrimack St.
Manchester, NH 03103-5295
Dear Father Densmore:

This is to confirm your change of residence from St. Augustine
Rectory to St. Anne Rectory, Manchester, effective August 1, 1995.

I am sure that you will be very happy at St. Anne’s.
Assuring you of my prayerful best wishes, I am

Your friend in Christ,

20 £,

Bishop of Manchester

Sect 1y Luct , @sd

153 AsH STREET, P.O. BOx 310, MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03105-0310  {603) 669-3100
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6 November 1996

Reverend Robert J. Densmore
Saint Anne Rectory

231 Merrimack Street
Manchester, NH 03103-5295

Dear Bob:

According to our records, your date of birth is 19 August 1932. If this is accurate and
you have participated in the Social Security system, then you will receive a mailing
from the Social Security Administration a few months prior to your 65th birthday. In
addition to this, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of NH will also send you a letter and form to
complete regarding Selection of Benefits for Medicare (the BC/BS mailing is sent
regardless of your participation in Social Security).

As you are aware, all active clergy are required by law to have our Blue Cross/Blue
Shield Plan as their primary health care provider. With this in mind, the instructions on
the following page should be a helpful guide as you complete the forms from both
Social Security and Blue Cross offices.

If you have any questions concerning these forms or any other matter related to your
health care or Social Security benefits, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Please know of my thoughts and prayers for your continued health and happiness in
ministry.

Fraternally,

Reverend Edward J. Arsenault
Assistant to the Secretaries

file
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INSTRUCTIONS - ACTIVE CLERGY
65TH BIRTHDAY

Social Security Administration - Medicare Card

You should complete the back of your Medicare Card, DECLINING the medical
insurance. This declination of Part B (Medical Coverage) is, again, to remain in full
compliance with the law regarding actively employed Social Security beneficiaries.

Your card should be returned to the SSA in the envelope enclosed in the mailing.
The Social Security Administration will send you a new Medicare Card with no Part B

coverage noted on the front of the card. Although this card is of no immediate use to
you, please file it away carefully.

Blue Cross/Blue Shield of NH

This form should be completed as follows:

COMPANY NAME Diocese of Manchester
GROUP NUMBER 01469-000
SUBSCRIBER your full name
CERTIFICATE NUMBER your Social Security number
MEDICARE HEALTH
INSURANCE CLAIM NUMBER BLANK
EFFECTIVE DATE ‘
HOSPITAL INSURANCE first day of month of 65th birthday
EFFECTIVE DATE
MEDICAL INSURANCE not applicable

1. You should mark the box MYSELF, electing continuation of primary coverage by
the Diocese.

Please be sure to:

a) sign the form
b) enclose a copy of your Medicare Card (front & back), DECLINING Part B
<) make copies of all forms and file them with your permanent records.
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MEMORANDUM
TO: File - ROBERT E. DENSMORE
FROM: | Brenda M. Blonigen, Sergé 53
RE: DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER

DATE: - October 15, 2002

After reviewing this case it is suspended. DENSMORE is currently in treatment at St.
Luke’s in Maryland for treatment of alcoholism. After speaking with the victims in this
case it appears that the first re e occurred in 1993 whe
originally reported it. Whe reported in 1985 she made very vague
allegations which included homosexual activity, none with what a to be minors.
From speaking with victims and possible victim’s, being“ children
no allegations were made. Based on this information it does not appear at this time that
any further investigation is warranted. '
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