
Reverend Joseph D. Hulko 

Biographical Information 
YEAR OF BIRTH: 
YEAR OF DEATH: 
ORDINATION: 

1940 
N/A 
May 20, 1967 

Employment/Assignment History 
6/1/1967 - 8/24/1970 
6/1/1967 - 8/17/1970 
7/9/1969 
7/6/1970 - 8/17/1970 
8/17/1970 - 8/24/1970 
8/24/1970 - 6/20/1977 
8/24/1970 - 6/18/1971 
6/18/1971 - 10/18/1971 
10/18/1971 - 6/20/1977 
6/20/1977 - 1/6/1978 
1/6/1978 - 8/16/1982 
6/20/1978 - 10/1/1982 

9/4/1981 - 2/15/1982 
8/16/1982 - 6/20/1985 
6/20/1985 - 6/16/1987 
11/1/1986 - 11/1/1989 
6/16/1987 - 9/27/1988 
9/27/1988 - 6/14/1990 
11/1/1989 - 10/31/1992 
6/14/1990 - 9/2/1994 
8/3/1992 

11/1/1992 - 10/31/1995 
9/2/1994 - 1/01/1995 
1/1/1995 - 6/15/1995 
6/15/1995 - 6/13/2000 
6/13/2000 - 8/31/2003 
9/1/2003 

Priest Professor, Reading Central Catholic High School 
Resident, SS Cyril and Methodius, Reading, PA 
Advocate, Diocesan Tribunal 
Newman Center, Bethlehem, PA 
Resident, St. Catharine of Siena, Reading, PA 
Principal, Nativity High School, Pottsville, PA 
Resident, Mary Queen of Peace, Pottsville, PA 
Chaplain, St. Francis Orphanage, Orwigsburg, PA 
Resident, St. John the Baptist, Pottsville, PA 
Assistant, St. John the Baptist, Pottsville, PA 
Pastor, St. Michael, Lansford, PA 
Regional Director, Family Life Center, Berks, Carbon and East 
Schuylkill Counties, PA 
Sick Leave 
Sick Leave 
Assistant Pastor, St. Margaret, Reading, PA 
Assistant Pastor Representative, Council of Priests 
Assistant Pastor, St. John Baptist de LaSalle, Shillington, PA 
Assistant Pastor, St. Bernard, Easton, PA 
Pastor Representative, Council of Priests 
Assistant Professor, St. Joseph, Limeport, PA 
Assistant Pastor Representative, Advisory Committee, Priestly 
Life and Ministry 
Assistant Pastor Representative, Council of Priests 
Assistant Pastor, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Bethlehem, PA 
Resident, Holy Family Villa, 
Assistant Pastor, St. Anthony of Padua, Easton, PA 
Assistant Pastor, Notre Dame of Bethlehem, Bethlehem, PA 
Retired 

339 



Summary 

In September 2003, Father Joseph Hulko admitted to the Diocese that he sexually abused 
a minor female while he was the Chaplain at St. Francis Orphanage in Orwigsburg, between 
June 18, 1971, and October 18, 1971. Hulko expressed that he had been troubled by it for a 
number of years, which prompted him to admit the abuse. 

Hulko was interviewed in 2012. At the outset of the interview, Hulko volunteered that 
he did not engage in oral sex with the victim. Hulko met the victim at the orphanage and had 
sexual contact with her. The victim was a teenage resident of the orphanage. Shortly after 
starting his assignment at the orphanage, Hulko sat in the television room with female minor 
residents. It was night and the girls were dressed in sleeping clothes. Hulko sat next to the 
victim, who was wearing "low cut" sleeping clothes so that her breasts were partially exposed. 
Hulko, motivated by "curiosity," touched the victim's right bare breast. Hulko claimed that this 
was his first sexual contact with the victim. Hulko stated he did not know how old the victim 
was at the time but believed she was of high school age. Based on the victim's date of birth, she 
was fourteen years old when Hulko touched her breast. Hulko said that he knew what he did 
was "wrong" and "I'm a priest and she's an orphan girl." 

The second time Hulko had sexual contact with the victim was when he kissed her at her 
grandmother's house. Hulko told the investigator that, between the time he touched the victim's 
breast and the time he kissed her, he was never alone with the victim. As the interview 
progressed, Hulko revised his story and told the investigator that on multiple occasions he was 
alone with the victim and kissed her. Hulko described the kisses as "long passionate kisses" and 
described himself as a "sex addict." When the investigator challenged Hulko's truthfulness, 
Hulko ended the interview. The investigator wrote in his report that he believed "Hulko 
deliberately tried to conceal the truth about type and frequency of sexual contact" with the 
victim. 

A document produced by the Diocese, dated July 2012, was entitled "Personal Safety 
Plan, Rev. Joseph D. Hulko (HJA)." In a section entitled "Summary of Problem Behaviors," the 
following was written: 

The victim has recently been identified and alleges that there were many 
instances of HJA kissing her, touching her genitals, grabbing at her body and 
clothes in HJA's orphanage room, in his car, in the victim's orphanage room, and 
whenever and wherever HJA found time alone with the victim on orphanage 
property. The victim reported that there was oral sex between her and HJA in 
his room. The victim was 14 or 15 years old at the time of the abuse and the 
abuse occurred over approximately a one year period, as much as twice a week. 

Prior to Hulko admitting to the sexual abuse of a minor, he was sent for "treatment" six 
different times between 1982 and 2003. 

In a letter to Hulko's mother dated August 11, 1982, in which Monsignor Muntone was 
carbon copied, a psychologist from Lehigh Valley Associates wrote, "At your request I spoke to 
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Summary 
Monsignor Muntone regarding your son's temporary placement ... Monsignor has assured me 
that Joe is safe and doing well ... Considering the delicacy of the situation, I agree that no one 
should know where Joe is at this time." Hulko was at Trinity Retreat Center, New Rochelle, 
New York. 

After his stay at Trinity, Hulko was reported to be on "Sick Leave" for three years, until 
1985. Over the next two decades, Hulko was given twelve different assignments and sent for 
"treatment" an additional five times before his retirement in 2003. Monsignor Gerald E. Gobitas 
wrote in a memorandum dated January 15, 2015, to administrative personnel that Hulko had 
moved to Robertsville, Missouri, and "please send his pension checks directly to him." 
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