Father Gregory Flohr

Biographical Information

YEAR OF BIRTH: 1937
YEAR OF DEATH: 2004
ORDINATION: August 15, 1963

Employment/Assignment History

6/3/1964 — 6/24/1968 All Saints, Masontown, PA

6/25/1968 — 6/10/1971 Immaculate Conception, Irwin, PA

6/11/1971 - 6/2/1975 Seton Hill College, Greensburg, PA

6/3/1975 — 8/20/1975 Holy Cross, Iselin, PA

8/21/1975 — 1/28/1981 St. Anthony, Clymer, PA

1/30/1981 — 1/14/1985 St. Mary, Yatesboro & its Mission, St. Gabriel, Nu Mine, PA
1/15/1985 — 1/2/1992 St. Cecilia, Grindstone, PA

1/3/1992 — 1/29/1996 Holy Rosary, Republic, PA

1/30/1996 — 1/2002 St. Matthew, Saltsburg, PA

A Victim Assistance Coordinator in the Diocese of San Bernardino, California received
an allegation in November 2004 regarding Father Gregory Flohr of the Diocese of Greensburg.
The abuse allegedly occurred when the victim was approximately 10 or 11 years old in 1967 to
1968 and attended Immaculate Conception school in Irwin. The Office of Catholic Schools
had a record that the victim attended Immaculate Conception from 1965 to 1969.

According to the victim, when he became an altar server in 1965, Flohr was the leader
of the Junior Altar Boys Association. While Flohr always paid him special attention, he did not
begin abusing him until 1967. Flohr allegedly touched the victim’s genitals for the first time
while saying “God loved all His children.”

The abuse escalated to Flohr instructing the victim on how to touch Flohr’s genitals.
However, the victim “reportedly displayed reluctance to do so, the priest reportedly sat the
[victim] on his knee while he touched the [victim’s] genitals, showing him what the priest wanted
him to do.” Flohr then took the victim’s hands and placed them on his own genitals.

The abuse further escalated to oral sex. Flohr wanted the victim to “kiss the priest’s
genitals.” When he did not do so in a manner to Flohr’s liking, Flohr performed oral sex on the
victim to show him how it was to be performed. Flohr continued to force the victim to perform
oral sex on him for one year.

Flohr's final act of sexual abuse against the victim occurred in November 1969, when
Flohr allegedly took the victim into the confessional of the Immaculate Conception church and
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began kissing him and tied him up with rope into a “praying position.” The victim began to
scream, so Flohr tried to silence him by forcing his penis into his mouth. “When the [victim]
refused the priest allegedly became angry and sodomized the [victim] with a crucifix
approximately 7”x 5”x 17 in size.” Flohr then stated that the victim was a “bad boy” and let
him go. Following this incident, the victim deliberately set the church carpet on fire.

Between 2005 and 2007, the Diocese of Greensburg reimbursed the victim for 107
therapy sessions, eight hospitalizations, and four medication bills; a value totaling $51,163.
According to a letter to the victim from Father Lawrence Persico;

It is not now, or ever has been the policy of the Diocese of Greensburg to provide
financial support for hospitalization, direct medical treatment, or medication.
We extended such coverage to you only after the fact of your multiple emergency
treatments, and as an act of Christian charity in your dire need.

Flohr died in 2004.
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