
Reverend John Bostwick 

Biographical Information 
YEAR OF BIRTH: 
YEAR OF DEATH: 
ORDINATION: 

1941 
N/A 
May 17, 1969 

Employment/Assignment History 
1976-1990 

12/05/1990-10/23/1991 
10/23/1991-2/17/1992 
2/17/1992 

St. Catherine Laboure, Harrisburg, PA (weekends, 
holidays and summer) 
St. Leo the Great, Lancaster, PA 
Assumption Blessed Virgin Mary, Lebanon, PA 
Transferred to Lafayette, Louisiana 

Summary 

In December 1989, Bishop Walter Sullivan, of the Diocese of Richmond, wrote a letter 
to the Diocese of Harrisburg Chancery Office regarding Father John Bostwick. Sullivan learned 
that Bostwick was staying in Harrisburg at St. Catherine Laboure church. Bostwick did not have 
permission to minister in the Diocese of Harrisburg because he did not cooperate with the Bishop 
of Richmond's efforts to have Bostwick receive proper counseling. The Diocese did not suspend 
him; however, the Diocese did not give him any assignments. In 1990, Bostwick officially 
received permission to minister outside of the Diocese of Richmond. 

In March 1996, Father Paul Helwig and Monsignor Hugh Overbaugh wrote a 
memorandum to Bishop Nicholas Dattilo regarding an accusation made against Bostwick 
concerning the 1980 to 1982 time period. Bostwick befriended a family and eventually stayed 
overnight at their house. The family had a boy between 12 and 14 years of age. The boy drank 
beer with Bostwick and Bostwick fondled the boy's genitals. Bostwick took the boy to St. 
Mary's Seminary when school was out of session. Bostwick fondled the boy's genitals while 
the boy was sleeping overnight. The last incident involved Bostwick attempting to have the boy 
touch Bostwick' s genitals. The boy became scared and locked himself in a room. The boy 
remembered Bostwick becoming emotional, falling to the floor crying and apologizing to the 
boy. Bostwick expressed his regret. In 1997, Sullivan authored a report that provided that 
Dattilo informed Sullivan that Bostwick was not welcomed back in the Diocese of Harrisburg. 
The Diocese of Harrisburg issued a public statement regarding Bostwick in the newspaper. 

According to Diocesan documents, another man contacted the Diocese to make a report 
of abuse. During the summer of 1987, the man was between 14 and 15 years old and went to 
Bostwick' s home in Virginia. Bostwick attempted to "make genital contact with him" but did 
not persist when the then -boy rejected his attempt. 
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In 2002, the same victim made the same report to the Diocese of Harrisburg regarding 
an attempt at inappropriate touching that occurred in 1987 when he was between 14 and 15 years 
old. He stated he passed out from drinking alcohol while he watched a movie with Bostwick. 
He woke up in another room when Bostwick reached for his genitals and he stopped Bostwick 
from making contact. 

531 


