Deacon James Rush

Biographical Information

YEAR OF BIRTH: 1944
YEAR OF DEATH: 2016
ORDINATION: June 3, 1979

Employment/Assignment History

Prior to 2001 Archdiocese of New York

2002-2005 St. Richard, Manheim; Our Lady of Good Counsel,
Marysville; St. Bernadette Mission, Duncannon, PA

11/2015 Retired

Diocesan documents provided that the Archdiocese of New York had authority over
Deacon James Rush when he applied for employment in the Diocese of Harrisburg. In 2015,
two adult woman complained that Rush engaged in inappropriate actions that crossed boundary
lines. After being confronted by the Diocese of Harrisburg, Rush retired. Bishop Ronald Gainer
issued a penal precept that prevented Rush from ministering in the Diocese without explicit
permission.

In 2016, a woman reported to Children and Youth Services and to the Diocese of
Harrisburg that Rush had developed an inappropriate relationship with a 14 year old girl. He
recently took the girl to a hockey game and held her hand. He told her he only had eyes for her
and told her she was his “girlfriend.” The girl also told the woman who reported the allegation
that Rush kissed her. Rush told the girl not to tell her mother because her mother would get the
wrong impression. Although retired, Rush was still assisting around the local parish.

In a letter to the Archdiocese of New York dated June 1, 2016, the Diocese of Harrisburg
disclosed the two complaints, the penal precept, and the new allegations against Rush. The
Diocese of Harrisburg determined no sexual abuse occurred against the girl in relation to the
most recent allegation, but the Diocese determined what happened, “we might deem grooming
behavior.”
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