Reverend James G. Graham

Biographical Information

YEAR OF BIRTH: 1940
YEAR OF DEATH: 2015
ORDINATION: May 14, 1966

Employment/Assignment History

6/07/1966 — 1/23/1972 St. Lawrence O’ Toole, Pittsburgh, PA
1/24/1972 — 5/29/1974 St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Pittsburgh, PA
5/30/1974 — 9/18/1978 St. Bernadette, Monroeville, PA
9/19/1978 — 4/13/2012 St. Lawrence O’ Toole, Garfield, PA
4/13/2012 — 3/06/2015 Leave of Absence

On July 24, 2012 the Diocesan Review Board heard and reviewed testimony pertaining
to the following allegations of abuse by Father James G. Graham:

1. A long-time female partner of a male victim verified a letter that he wrote
prior to his drug overdose death wherein he detailed his abuse at the hands
of Graham which started when he was 9 years old. The abuse lasted two
or three yeaars. The female partner became aware of the abuse after the
birth of her daughter when the victim refused to allow Graham to baptize
her. The victim died in 2012.

2. The sister of a victim testified that when her brother was placed on a liver
transplant list, she had several conversations with him about Graham. He
told her about the intimacy and sex he had with Graham when he was 15-
years-old. The victim died in 2002.

3. This victim did not appear before the Review Board as assigned; instead,
his interview by the Clergy Office was accepted as his testimony. He
stated that Graham once wrote him a love letter. On April 30, 2012, the
victim had a telephone conversation with the Diocesan Assistance
Coordinator. He advised that on two occasions while he was playing pool,
Graham came up behind him, lowered his pants and inserted his penis into
the victim’s anus. The victim was 16-years-old at the time. He advised
that shortly thereafter he began using drugs and alcohol.

All three allegations were deemed to be credible. Graham’s testimony before the Review
Board was deemed not to be credible. The Review Board believed that Graham’s mental
capacity was diminished due to his alcoholism. It was recommended to Bishop Zubik that
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Graham was no longer suitable for public ministry. This recommendation was accepted and
Zubik perrmanently removed Graham as a priest.

The Diocese forwarded information regarding all three allegations to the Allegheny
County District Attorney’s Office.
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