Reverend Francis T. Brennan

Biographical Information

YEAR OF BIRTH: 1928
YEAR OF DEATH: 1974
ORDINATION: June 5, 1954

Employment/Assignment History

6/1954 — 10/1957 Asst. Pastor, St. Therese, Shavetown, PA
10/1957 — 6/1965 Vicar Econome, St. Therese, Shavertown, PA
6/1965 — 9/1970 Chaplain, Marian Convent, Marywood, PA
9/1970 - 7/1974 Pastor, St. Maria Goretti, Laflin, PA

Summary

On August 4, 2010, the Diocese received a telephone call from a 65-year-old male who
reported that he was sexually abused by Father Francis T. Brennan when he was 15 or 16-years-
old. He reported that Brennan took him to a drive-in movie and put his hands inside the victim’s
pants. The Diocese offered to arrange for counseling for the victim.

That same day, an e-mail communication was sent from Chancellor James Earley to
Bishop Joseph Bambera wherein he advised that in 2005, the Diocese had been sued by Richard
Serbin, Esquire who was representing a client who stated that he had been abused by Brennan
in 1966 when he was an altar boy. The Court rejected the case, however, concluding that the
victim had waited too long to sue the diocese. A post-it note was attached to a print-out of this
e-mail communication which stated “bad abuse case. perpetrator. [Victim] sued us . . . we
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