Reverend P. Lawrence Homer

Biographical Information

YEAR OF BIRTH: 1933
YEAR OF DEATH: 2015
ORDINATION: May 23, 1959

Employment/Assignment History

8/1959 — 10/1961 Asst. Pastor, Vicar, Holy Rosary, Scranton, PA
10/1961 — 6/1964 Asst. Pastor, St. John the Baptist, Scranton, PA
3/1965 — 9/1965 Asst. Pastor, Gate of Heaven, Dallas, PA
9/1965 — 9/1966 Asst. Pastor, Holy Trinity, Hazleton, PA
9/1966 — 2/1967 Asst. Pastor, St. Boniface, Williamsport, PA
2/1967 — 1/1970 Asst. Pastor, Queen of Peace, Hawley, PA
1/1970 — 1/1977 Asst. Pastor, St. John the Baptist, Pittston, PA
1/1977 — 10/1993 Pastor, Holy Trinity, Hazleton, PA
9/1987 — 10/1993 Pastor, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Hazleton, PA
10/1993 Resignation Effective October 03, 1993
10/1993 — 7/1994 Residence, Marian Convent, Marywood College, Scranton, PA
7/1994 — 6/2002 Residence, Our Lady Queen of Peace Rectory,
Brodheadsville, PA
7/03/2002 Removed from ministry

On January 15, 1967, Father Post was advised that Father P. Lawrence Homer had a 14-
year-old female in his locked office for the duration of an entire class period. It was reported
that he engaged in a sexual conversation with her wherein he asked her about her “sex hair” and
the development of her breasts and nipples. He told her that while she was only 14 years old,
she had the body of an 18-year-old.

Post was also made aware of a second victim that Homer brought into his office. This
victim was also approximately 14 years old. It was reported that she was in his locked office
for more than one hour. During that time period, he asked her sexual questions about herself
and told her that one day he would have her come to his office and he would undress her. He
also took her into the examination room next to the health office where he unbuttoned the front
of her blouse, french-kissed her and stated that she “would be nice to marry even though it meant
leaving the Priesthood.” Homer was subsequently transferred to another parish.

On January 24, 1988, a female notified the Diocese that she was sexually molested by
Homer in 1964 when she was 14 years old. She advised that Homer had fondled her breasts
under her blouse.
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The Diocese received multiple complaints from adult female victims over the years who
alleged that they were sexually involved with Homer during a fragile time in their lives. One
incident involved a nun whom Homer touched, hugged and kissed.

Homer was sent for evaluation and treatment on two separate occasions. Information
contained within the Diocesan files was very vague, however. None of the incidents were
reported to law enforcement.

He was removed from ministry in July 2002.
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