The Case of Father Thomas D. Skotek

Known Assignments

07/1963 — 09/1963 St. Patrick, Milford

09/1963 — 11/1967 SS Peter and Paul, Plains

11/1967 — 06/1969 St. Joseph, Wyoming

06/1969 — 09/1972 St. Mary of the Mount, Mount, Pocono
09/1972 - 05/1977 St. Hedwig, Kingston

05/1977 — 01/1980 Lady of Mount Carmel, Lake Silkworth
01/1980 — 03/1985 St. Casimir, Freeland

03/1985 — 10/1986 St. Stanislaus, Hazleton

12/13/1986 Resigns from St. Stanislaus, Hazleton
01/1987 — 06/1999 St. Aloysius, Wilkes-Barre

06/1999 — 04/2002 St. Mary and Ascension, Mocanaqua
04/08/2002 Resigned from St. Mary and Ascension, Mocanaqua
06/14/2002 Removed from Active Ministry

Father Thomas D. Skotek was ordained on June 8, 1963 in the Diocese of Scranton. Skotek
sexually assaulted a minor female while serving as pastor of St. Casimir in Freeland between
January, 1980 and March, 1985. The female became pregnant and Skotek aided the girl in
obtaining an abortion. Diocesan records obtained by the Grand Jury showed that Bishop James C.
Timlin was fully aware of the conduct by October, 1986. Timlin accepted Skotek’s resignation
from St. Stanislaus on October 9, 1986, and dispatched Skotek to St. Luke’s Institute in Suitland,
Maryland for an evaluation. In January, 1987, Skotek was reassigned to ministry at St. Aloysius,

in Wilkes-Barre.
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Octobear 5, 1886

Revarend Thomas D. -Skotek
Saint Stanislaus' Rectory

§52 Carson Strest .
Harleton, Pannsylvania 18201 .

Daar Father Skotek,

" It iI» with sadness and deep regret that | accept jo
as Pastor of Saint Stanislaus CRirch, Harletis, effective
October 13, 1986.

1. understand that.you wili Ipvg S8in ;
it yoold -

I resignstion

‘Sunday,. October, 12, lm.‘ﬁqﬂd‘_ Instltute,
Suitiand, Maryland, on’ the :evarine 3§ 9, /188 Nask you fo
caif &n' me- Jh-Novémbe i b tsieteds aﬁ’r_ s;ay Bt Salnt Luku's.

rlﬂ T _s us aid who ls-

€5 AWAY. “and sl Will b -
#irrad ‘that | ain most willing

Singerely yours In. Christ,

Most Reverend Jlames C. Timlin, D.D.
: Rishop of Scranton

DS 34437

Timlin Accepts Skotek’s Resignation from the Parish
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On January 20, 1989, Timlin sent a letter to Rome and reported that:
a priest in the diocese has been rendered irregular as a result of having assisted in
the procurement of a completed abortion . . . Although 1 cannot absolutely give
assurance that this priest’s criminal action will never become public, I do not
foresee that such would likely be the case. This priest is currently residing in a
parish quite far from the town where the crime was committed. He is awaiting a
response to his request for a dispensation.”
Timlin closed his letter with his “sincere hope” that he would receive a favorable response since
such a response would be to the “spiritual benefit” of the priest involved as well as to the benefit
of the “people of this diocese who heed the gifts he shares in priestly ministry.” Timlin noted that
he was convinced of Skotek’s sincere repentance and permitted Skotek to continue in ministry.
The Grand Jury noted that the focus of Timlin’s letter seemed to exclusively address the
procurement of the abortion with little concern that Skotek had impregnated a child. In 1988,

Diocesan records indicated that the victim contacted the church and indicated that she was

struggling with her faith.

287



Diocese of Scranton
300 Wynming Avenue’
Scramion, Pennsylvanis 18603

January 20, 1989

lLulgi Cardinal Dedagfilo
Penitezisre Magglore
Penitenzieria Apostolica
Palazzo dalla Cancellaria
00186 Roma ~ -

Yqur.Eminancé,

It hes come to my attention that.a priest of this dioccese
hae been rendersd lrreqular as a reeult of having masisted In. the
procurement of a completed abortlon. Conecious ws [ am of thae
savarity of the crime he admits to, [ nevertheless Judge -Aim
worthy of eensideration for a dispenesation from this irregularkty.

. . The priest in:quaatiun undoubtedly acted put of ‘tear mnd ;
panic. . He had impragnated the girl ha mssisted In procuring the T :
abortion, - . . ) :

Upon learning of .this prieet's mction,” 1 removed him from
.the .parish whére he had been ministéring as pastor and sent him
far psychological evaluation. The svaluation concluded that while
this priest ascted in a most irresponaslblis fashion, they did hot;
> fipd evidence of any emotiona}l or psychological dysfufietions’
indicat ing that -he would actively seek sny future sexuel llalsons
.or again commit the erime for which he lg guilty. '

Following upon the tlme spent in gaceiﬁing psychologlical
‘svaluat lon, the priest then spent an approprliate peried of times at
q‘monastary seeking spiritual agsistance.’ ;

. 1 am firmly convinced of the prieast's alncere repentance
and his ability to successfuily wage the strugugle against mny
future sexual temptationa. [ also do not believe, judging from
his. intense sorrow and sincere coptritien, that he ever agaln
would assist in the procurement of an abortion for anyone.

. - Although 1 eannot absolutely glve assurance thﬁt.this
priest's eriminal action will never bacoms public, I do not fore-
see that such weuld likely be the case. .o '

Thia priest is currently residing ‘in a parish quite fap

from the town where the &rime wes gommitted. He ie .swaiting a
respansa to this requeat far a dispensation, L

B L T e T L L
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Luigl Cardinal Dedaglia : - Page Two g
. ! . ’ January 24, 1989

It is my sincere hope that e favorable rosponse to this
request " will ke fortheomlng. I belisve that such a reepanse will
be to the apiritual benefit of the priest fnvolved, s well as to
the beneflt -of the people af thls diopese who nsed the gifts he
ghares In prlestly mlnistry. . ’ .

Slncerely yours in Christ,

3 . M&at_ Reverend James C. Timiin, D.D.
oL ] o Bishop of Screnton

Timlin Reports to Rome
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On December 13, 1989, the victim and her parents entered into an agreement with the
Diocese and received a payment of $75,000. In exchange, the Diocese secured a confidentiality
agreement and liability waiver for the Diocese and Skotek. The agreement prohibited the victim
and her family from disclosing what had occurred, and released the Diocese from any
responsibility, liability, or damages. The agreement stated, in part,

It is expressly understood and agreed that this release and settlement is intended to

cover and does cover not only known injuries, losses and damages, but any further

injuries, losses and damages which arise from or are related to the occurrences
arising from the alleged sexual conduct of Reverend Thomas Skotek.
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FULL ; INA RELEASE

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESEHTSr for the gole .
eoneideration of the sum of SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND
($75 000.00) DOLLARS paid to the underaigned, recelpt af
whieh is hereby acknowledged, the underslgned hereby foraver
' Eully release and dieoharqe Revetend Thomas skotek the
Diccese. of Soranton, and all cther pereone, partnerships,
associations or. corporations whether or not named herein,
their heirs, exeoutore, adminietratore, affiliatee,
. euceeeeore, aseigne and insurers, and their respective :
agepte, servants and employees Erom_any and all aotions,
causes of. action, claims and demands or sults of an& kind in
law or in equity on account of known and unknown injuriee,
loeses and damagee inoluding olaims for damaqes to
reputation or psyche allegedly sustained by the undersigned
and speeifieally from any claims or joinders Eor eole ‘
1iability, oontribution, indemnlty or otherwiee arising out-
of, relating to, or in way oonnected with -1 oleim ar elaime
by the undersigned of the alleged eexual conduct of Reverend
Thomag Skotek which is alleged to have begun on or about
september i, 1980 and continuing to on or'aoout September 1,
1984 but“is,ln:no way llnltee to this periocd of time.‘ The
) 'undereignee understand and agree that aoeeptance of- the ‘
amount set forth hersin is in full aocord ahd satisfaction

. of a dieputed oleim and that ne professional 1iabllity or
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personal fault on the part of Reverend Thomas Skotek or the
. Diccese of sﬁranton is iﬁplied or»admitted as a result of
.this'cbmbromise settlement, eﬁd that all partiee released
.ﬁerein shali not be estopped or othetwise barred'fnom
aasertan the lack.of any such 1lability in any other
'proeeedlng or for any purpose whatsoever._

IT IS EXPRESSLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that this Release
“and’ se“tlement is intended to gover and dces cover not only
known ipjurles; logsses and damages, but any further
injuries, losses end'damages wﬁieh arige from or are related
" to the cccufrenceé'arising from the Eileged sexual conduct
of Reverend Thomes Skotek. . ‘

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that this is the

Complete Release Agreenment and that there are no written or .

oral understandinga Qrf - agreements dxrectly o indirectly
connected with this Releass and settlement,;het are not

incorporated herein. This Agreement shall be binding upon

and inure to the parties hereto and the successors, assigns,

heirs, executérs, administrators end'legal representatives
of the respectlve parties. This Agreement shell
‘speclflcally include the waiver and release of any elaims in
subraogatibn which the undersigned may now or hereafter
pUsSess, .

, IT I8 FURTHER. AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD that one Qfxthe
unde:;emgned,— wag bo:;n on September 13, 1966
and‘yaving'reacﬁed eighteen (18), the age of majority on o
September 13, 1984, and having been fully advised of her
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righte under the circumstances, hereby agrees and. consents
to the terms of this hgreement. ,
Additionally, we the undersigned, the parents of —
— a minor until September 13, 1984, having heen )
‘adéised of our rights and the rights_offnur danghter,_dg
hereby aétee and eonsent'te the terms of this Agreement.
IT 15 FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED and made a part
- hereoflthat neitnet‘the'undersigned; nor any of their
_directors, cfficete, officials, emplayees, attotneie,:
agents, or other representativee will in any way ceommunicata
or divulge to any pereon whatscever or publiclee or cause ta
be publicized in any news or communications media, including
but not Limited to, newapapers, magazines, jeurnall, radio
ot television, the faots, terms ar condttions of thie
-~Releéease and Settlement as well as the facts or condttlens of
_these alieged claims. All partiea to this Agréement
expresaly agree'to'decline_comment on any aspect of this
Release and settlement ad Wwell as the facte'ot Ednditians of
thasé alleged alaims tc any member of the news media. Tnis
_.paragraph s intended to become part of the eenaideration
far. the settlement of this claim. .
" 'Ip s PURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that the
underslgned for themselvas, their successors, assigns and .
'representatives, parent, subsldiary and relatdd.
organizations covenant and Bgree to indemnify and hold
l harmlesa Reverend Thomas Skotek and the Diocase ef Scranton, .

‘and all other persons, partnérships, aesociatzons or
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-corporaticns whethexr or’not named hexain, thelr helra;

emuutors, administrgtors, affiliates, aucaassa:s, a.saigns

. and insurers, and thei.a: respect.tve agentd, aarvants and

amzployaes from any and all qlaims, demands, suits for
damaqes, costs and expenses ‘which they ney Maafter -expend
in any claima or suits in any way arising fram ths alleged
cla:l.ms invelved. in this matter. o
'I.'HE UNDERSIGNED HEREBY DECI.ARE thﬂt the. terms of this

’ aattlement have been ccmplately raad, fully undarstood, and

: vo].untarily accapeed for the purpose of making a full and

fina.l campromisa adjustment and settlement of . any and ‘alL

claims on acoount of ‘the :l.njurias angd dmges mentioned

abave, and for the express purpose af preuluding fo:ever any_
further or additional cla!.ma or suits arising cut .of the
aforesaid cla,ims

10 WITNESS WHEREOE, — pusTNE.

- intanding ta be legally hound have paused

. tnis Relaase o be duly executed this /3 day of

December, 1989,

The Confidentiality Agreement
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On January 6, 2002, the Boston Globe newspaper ran an article on child sexual abuse by
clergy within the Archdiocese of Boston. Subsequently, on February 19, 2002, the Diocese was
contacted by legal counsel for a 47-year-old woman. It was reported that while attending Pocono
Central Catholic High School, and working at the rectory at St. Mary’s in Mount Pocono, she was
sexually abused by Skotek. Skotek admitted to his conduct when confronted.

On March 15, 2002, an issue arose with the victim whose family had settled with the
Diocese in December, 1989. Recent hardships, and her original abusive trauma, had placed her in
need. She contacted the Diocese and obtained $4,000.00 from Skotek. Timlin acted as the
intermediary and noted, “This settles the matter — for now!” On June 14, 2002, Skotek was finally
removed from active ministry approximately two decades after he impregnated a minor and

procured an abortion.
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Timlin’s Note — “This settles the matter —for now!”’
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