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" are truly the v1ct1ms of
. sexual dbuse.”.
. He also denied any -
- cohspiracy on the part of
- the diocese. He also said
" the diocese will fight the B

charges in court.

. The sweeping lawsuit |
-lists 38 plaintiffs, and
" charges a pattern of sex -
_ abuse by priests in the
diocese for more than 50

years. .

‘It names the Dlocese of
Camden, the Diocese of
Prowdenee R.1.; the U.S.
Catholic Conference of
Bishops, the National

{1 Catholic Conference of .
. Bishops, one nun, several

lay people and 27 present

. or former priests, six of -
- whom ' .are -dead, as de-

fendants

Suit hames
3 former
areapriests
Assigned to Vineland,
“Landisville parishes

- By PAUL FOWLER
Staff Writer

Three priests who were
known sexual offenders were
assigned to parishes in Vine-
land and Landisville in 1964, a
lawsuit charges.

“I have no comment on this
at all,” Monsignor Joseph
Stoerlem pastor of Sacred
‘Heart Church said; -

“It’s too 1ntr1cafe too. much
involved. It has to6 pla '
out,”he added. :

es that
h fﬁcx s wene aware of

‘chure

'Lthey were
thls -area.” The

he - Rev." John
yinor, thén. of St.
“Assisi -Church on
dhe tnut ; Avenue in ;

~"the 1980s for §€x1

i Wedver was .
in,Camden Su

children 1n E

. suitsaid.
The. pmests diste
. the 15 “per trafors”
church officiglgtknew ab

1964, the suit says. K M

A major point in the pl n- -
“tiff's case is. that ‘church g
cials were aware of. -abuse? by
priests  and took no: measures
to prevent it. ,

Earlier thls week Blshop
James McHugh " xssued a °
statement in which he said the
diocese is “extremely sensitive. *
to the suffering of those who
See PRIESTS on A2




