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are truly the .victims of
sexual abuse.,’.

’ He also denied any
coi]spiracy on the part of.
the diocese. He also Said
the diocese will fight th~
charges in court.

The sweeping lawsuit
lists 38 plaintiffs, and

charges a pattern of sex
abuse by priests in the
diocese for more than 50
years.~

It names the Diocese of
Camden, the Diocese Of
providence~ R:I.~ the U,S:
Catholic Conference of
Bishops, the National
Catholic Conference of
Bishops, one nun, several
lay people and 27 present

. or former priests, six of.
. whom are dead, as de,.
~fendants. : :

Suithames
3 former
area priests
Assigned to Vineland,
Landisville parishes
By PAUL FOWLER
StaffWtiter

-Three priests who were
known sexual offenders were
assigned to-parishes in Vine-
land and Landisville in 1964, a
lawsuit charges.

"I have no comment on this
at all," Monsignor Joseph
Stoerlein, pastor of Sacred
Heart Church, said~

t..s too Intricate, too~ much.
invol~ied. It has -ib pla~~:itself
out,"he added.      .-

Theclass-action suit,
Monday, a(

s that

Francis
at.

the ,15
church in
1964, _ .~ -~;

A inajor-point in the Pl~Jn-
tiffs case is~ .that churc}i ;~:ffi-
cials v}ere.a~vare .0f abu~l~
priests and took no measures
to prevent it.

Earlier this week, Bishop
James McHughissued a
statement in which he ~said the
diocese is "extremely sensitive
to the suffering of those who
See PRIESTS on A2.       "


