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2 men in N.M. lawsuit
say Denver retiree
assaulted children

" across nation for years
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A retired Roman Catholic priest
in Denver sexually molested chil-
dren across the country for more
than three decades, a lawsuit to be
filed today in New Mexico alleges.

The Rev. David A. Holley, 65,
was free to assault countless chil-

dren because the church failed to
stop him, instead transferring him
from one unsuspecting parish to
the next, according to the lawsuit.
Joe Hafermann, 28, of Minne-
apolis and Mark Sanchez 35, of

Albuquerque said Holley molested. -

them repeatedly in the early
1970s in the sacristy and his par-

ish home at St. Jude Mission Cath-

olic Church in Alamogordo, N.M.

“It’s just sick. He was so bla-
tant. You just have to believe there.
are hundreds ant hundreds of peo-
ple he literally touched,” Hafer-
mann told the Rocky Motmtam
News.

Holley, who lives near Sloans -
Lake, declined to discuss specific -

charges until he consults a lawyer.

A strapping, guiet 'man, Holley
was visibly shaken when confront-
ed with'the accusations.

“It is devastating,” he said.
“I'm very worried about it. It's
very upsetting.”

Holley - was on leave from a

Worcester, Mass., diocese when.

he assaulted the boys in New Mex-

icoin 1973 and 1974, according to-

the lawsuit. Worcester clerics in

197 1 sent Holley to be treated for

pedophilia at the Servants of the

- Paraclete, a center for. troubled

priests in Jemez Springs, N.M.,
the. lawsuit - states. He was re-
leased periodically to work with
children throughout the South-
west, :

““Pn mad as hell,” said Hafer-

.mann,-a loan officer. “They think

they can cure people. Forgive and

forget, But it’s an illness, and you
can't cure them.”

" Holley moved to Denver in

-1987 and worked for a year as an

assistant chaplain.at St. Anthony

. Hospital Central before retiring in

1988, according to Archdiocese of
Denver records. He has no crimi-

" nal record in Colorado, dand law-

vers for the two men say they
don’t believe he has faced charges
elsewhere.

One of the lawyers, Bruce Pas-

ternack of Albuquerque, expects

scores more to come forward. He

knows of a half-dozen other vic-

tims, hesaid. _
“It’s the Massachusetts-to-New

Mexico pervert pipeline,” Paster- .
nack said, referring to the highly

pubhcwed case of James Porter.
Porter, a former Catholic priest,
sexually assaulted scores of chil-
dren in the Fall River diocese
south of Worcester before being
sent to New Mexico, where he
molested more children. The
church reached an undisclosed set-
tlement with victims last month.
The men in the New Mexico
case, who don’t know each other,
say publicity about priests sexually

- assaulting children spurred them

to come forward.

According to a new hock, Lead
Us Not into Temptation, 400 U.S.
and Canadian-Catholic clerics have
been accused of child molestation,
costing the church at least $400

Ex-prlest accused OT chlld niOIé sting

. ‘million' for victims and legal ex-

penses. . The church often has
transferred troubled priests rath-
er than treat them, said author
Jason Berry. -

‘Holley acknowledged he - had

‘been treated at Paraclete but de-

clined to say whether he had been .
accused of pedophilia. The center’

-also helps priests coping with alco-

holism and other problems. -
Hafermann recalls Holley as a

.man popular with children and ob-

sessed with pornography and
young boys. He said he was 8
years eld when Holley coaxed him
into back rooms at the church and
Holley’s home, showed him por-
nography, then molested him. - - .
‘According to Denver archdic-
cese spokesman Bob Feeney, offi-
cials in the metro area were never
warned about allegations of sexual
misconduct when Holley applied to .

- work at St. Anthony. -

If the Worcester diocese krew
of such complaints and did not
warn Denver colleagues, “it would
be alarming,” Feeney said.

“Onr: policy on sexual miscon-
duct is very cléar,” said Feeney.
“If there were a priest originally
from Denver looking for an .ap-
pointment in another diocese, we
would give them full information.”

Authorities from the Worcester
diocese, named as a defendant in _
the suit, said they had not seen the
suit and refused to comment. -

But Holley said he has been
summoned to Worcester and prob- !
ably will ‘attend meetulgs thm‘é
this week.

Also named as defendants dre.
the El Paso, Texas, diocese,
which, in the *7Qs, supervised the
Alamogordo church, along with
Holley and the Paraclete center.




