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while being monitored and you're not going to know
it, correct?

A. That's --

MR. KLENK: Object to the form of the question.

THE WITNESS: But -- but sure, you're right,
Mr. Anderson. k
BY MR. ANDERSON:

Q. I mean the purpose of monitoring, at least
as it had been implemented and as reported by
Childers, was to keep them from reoffending, right?

A. That's certainly true.

Q. | And if you're not keeping an eye on them,

you're not going to know if they're reoffending,

right?
A. Not immediately anyway, yes.
Q. Okay.

And you know enough about this topic now
to know that once a cleric or an adult offends a
child once that they're at risk forvreoffending?
A. That's true.
Q. You've come to know that?
A. Yes, I have, sir.
Q. And that's been widely known by you and

others 1in the positions of Teadership here in the
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1 U.S. for a long time?

2 MR. KLENK: Objection to the form of the

3 question, compound.

4 MR. ANDERSON: Well, Tlet me talk about you.

5 MR. KLENK: Just talk about him. That's fair.
6 He can't -- you don't want to know what the rest of
7 the world knows.

8 MR. ANDERSON: You don't want to talk about the
9 rest of them, right?

10 THE WITNESS: I can't.

11 MR. ANDERSON: I'11 be fair. Let's talk about
12 you.

13 MR. KLENK: Please be fair.

14 MR. ANDERSON: Yeah.

15 MR. KLENK: Please be fair.

16 THE WITNESS: I think in the studies that I

17 read after 2002 I came to that conclusion for the
18 first time. I realized the recidivism rate was

19 unacceptable to take a chance.

20 BY MR. ANDERSON:

21 Q. What studies -- what studies were those,
22 Cardinal, that you read that -- that revealed that
23 to you for the first time?

24 A, I'm sorry. I don't remember the authors. .
4
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I read many different reports on child abuse. I
followed the John Jay study. Al11 those formed 1in
my mind the conviction that the recidivism rate was
too great to ever chance allowing someone to
recommit this crime.

Q. The John Jay study was in 2002 --

A. U-huh.
Q. -- was it not?
A. Well, it started in 2002 but in was 1in the

years after 2002 I -- I really tried to learn more
about this terrible crime.

Q. So if I'm hearing you correctly, you're
testifying that it was really the recidivism rate
and the risk of an offender who's offended once
poses to reoffense really came to you for the first
time post-2002.

Is that what you're saying?

A. I think that's true. Yes, I think that's
true.

Q. Let's lTook at Exhibit 204 and what we've
done here is taken a portion, an excerpt, of a
transcript of some comments attributed to you in an
interview done with you or of you by Marianne

Ahearn.
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1 A. Uh-huh. §
2 Q. After having been installed, I believe, %
3 as -- as president of the Catholic Conference of %
4 Bishops? §
5 A. Could be. %
6 Q. You are currently the president of the

7 Catholic Conference of Bishops?

8 A. I am, sir. §
9 Q. You are currently the Cardinal Archbishop %
10 presiding Ordinary of the third largest Archdiocese %
11 in the U.S., right?

12 A. I think that's true.

13 Q. This may not be a fair question to ask you
14 but I need to ask it.

15 It would appear to me and I'm asking you

16 if you would agree that right now, by reason of the
17 fact of your position as -- in this Archdiocese

18 given its size --

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. -- and position -- by virtue of your

21 position as the president of the Catholic

22 Conference of Bishops that you are currently the

23 most powerful and influential cleric in the U.S.?

24 A. Powerful, no. Influential, perhaps. 49
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Q. Okay .
Let's go to this interview. And I just
took an excerpt of it. And I'm going to direct

your attention to a portion in it.

A. Uh-huh.

MR. KLENK: Excuse me, Mr. Anderson, I think to

be fair to the witness, where was this interview

and when and --

MR. ANDERSON: Well, I think we supplied this
earlier but -- to you all and I think Jim has been
given this so that it could be reviewed so we don't
have to waste time laying foundation but I'm happy
to -; |

MR.’KLENK: I would 1ike to know for the
witness's point of view.

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah.

BY MR. ANDERSON:

Q. Do you remember giving an intervew to
Marianne Ahearn?

A. Yes.

Q. And -- and in looking at this

transcript -- you -- you had a chance to look at

this?

A. I did just now.
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