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MEMORANDUM NOV 1 6 2004
ARCHDIOCESE of
DFFILE OF PROFESSIGNA igfﬁeﬂmﬂm :
To: File - PFR-176
Vi
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administra!m(@
Re: Bennett, Rev. Joseph [Active] JERSERE :
Date: November 3, 2004

September 7, 2004 regarding her sisters' B

allegations of sexual misconduct against Rev., J oseph Bennett. As requested by Mg
& the meeting took place at her hair salon B
5 in Chicago,

After introductions were made, PRA provided M. FESRER wiih information regarding
the Office of Professional Responsibility, as well as a copy of §1160 Sexual Abuse of
Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to Victims and Procedures Jor
Determination of Fitness for Ministry, Ms. was then asked 10 begin wherever
she felt most comforiable sharing her memories of her sisters and Fr. Bennett.

dbepan by stating that at this point in time, her recollections are that she was
a "bystander” during the time period that Pr. Benmett allegedly abused her older sisters
ol and QUGN She does not have any memories at this time of herself being abused
by the cleric. As per Ms, EEEEEE when ERERR began to disclose the abuse by Fr.
Bennett, she began to relate her own recollections {from her childhood],

Ms. FREOREH showed Mrs. Flores and PRA a picture of her and SEESMRon their First

Communion, which took place at St. Tohn de LaSalle. She was between seven and eight

years old at the time. Mo, FEBEEEY shared that ber mother held her sister JES
could be with her in class. As per Ms.

school one year 5o that}
painfully shy as a ehild and her mother felt that
Communion class with her would be a help. Ms. B gand Bl were in the same

CCD class at St, John de LaSalle so that they could make their First Communion
together,
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Ms. SR 7 iher worked evenings, so between 3:00pmm and 4:00pm her mother
would be making dinner for him and such so that he could get ready and leave for work.
As a result, Ms. RN R 1 2d to wait in the classroom after CCD for
approximately 20-30 minutes until their mother could pick them up, Ms. |[FIEEE
waiting by herself and that she did not like doing so. She recalls that s
with her waitin ause she [RENNEN had t0 so something after CCD class downstairs,
At the time ﬂw&s "the favorite," 50 it wes not unusual for her to be asked to do
something extra after class. When asked later in the meeting by PRA, Ms, [EEEe
stated that she recalls there bieing a door at the bottom of the stairs [in the school where
CCD was beld} and that she waited a lot af the top of the stairs as she was told. Again
when asked, Ms. [SRIIRY stated that she does remember knowing that she had to wait at
the top of the stairs, but not who told her to wajt there,

Ms. Y

the st

ARSI remembers one occasion when she was scared while waiting at the top of
irs and feeting that she really wanted her sister [ with her, As a result, Ms.

$E8 vvent downstairs, where she was told not to £0. She recalls thay ran
somewhere and oﬁened and closed the door [Jocated at the bottom of the stairs].

out from
Ms B tated that did not have her veil opand as a result, saw the nun's

sho coarse hair. She also recall walching madjusting her skirt and the buttons
on her blouse. Atthe time, Ms, ERERER was " -really upset and crying..." and

{588 101 ber that all was well and that there was nothing to worry about.

M. IERREEH then shared another memory of being in the basement hall outside of the
CCD classroom. She recalls erying, being scared and upset, and backing away from
vestments, Ms, § Ambacked herself into a coat rack and fell. After falling, she
remembers being comforted by

: [please refer to § g

P %8 2llegations against Fr., Bennett], She recalls visiting sofien with her
sisters and their mother and that the woman gave them Irish sweaters as gifts. Ms,
B Jdescribed BB as one of her mother's desrest friends. As per Ms. REEXEIRR
took care of the priests at St. Yohn de LaSalle. She stated that was
wonean with an Irish brogue, which made her difficult to understand. As Ms,
mother attended church at St. John de La Salle tvery morming, she'and RN
good friends, and in turs became friendly with Fr. Bennett,

M. Exewatidd spoke of a time when she,
They sat in the ki hen of St. John de LaSalle rectory and had orange juice and
coffeeceke. Ms. bdrecalls Fr. Bennett being present and taking ) &with him
into the back area of the rectory to see the scapulas/medals in his bedroom area

Rland their mother went to visit [

spoke of another time when she i Mkl their mother, and[RIER were out :
to dinner. She and her family had moved out of Pullman and to Worth by then and Fr,
Bennett had been assigned to Our Lady of the Ridge [According to Archdiosesan
Archives, Fr. Benneit was assigned to Our Lady of the Ridge from 1973 through 1976],
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Ms. “ then shared that WBded morning tass with their mother offen.
At this point in the meeting, Ms, apologized to Mrs, Flores and PRA for being

"scattered® in terms of time frames and the memories that she was sharing,

Ms. n stated that her mother passed away seven years ago. She spoke of a Fr. Pat
who was a good fiiend of her mother's who is now assigned to St. Christina's [According
to the current Archdiocesan Directory, there is no priest fsted as assigned to St,
Christina's with the first name Pat or Patrick]. As per M, RSN her mother
“mothered” Pat and "... pushed him in the direction to become a priest.” Upon the
passing of her mother, she called Fr. Pat and Fr. Bennets, to request that they con-
celebrate the funeral mass at St. Albert the Great. She shared that Fr. Pat was more thag
happy to say the mass. When she called Fr, Bennett about her mother's death and the
funeral mass, she was shocked that the clerie did not remember her mother. As per Ms.
GEORRORH she spolee 1o Fr. Bennett at that time about S0 and St. Yohn de LaSalle. She
shared with Mis. Rlores and PRA that Fr. Bennett had been 1o her family’s homes [in
Puliman and in Worth] for dinner in the past. Referring back to the time when her
mother passed away, Ms, |B i stated that she was upset and grieving when speaking
with Fr. Bennett. She stated that Fr, Bennett agreed to say the funeral mass [with Fr,
Pat]. Shortly prior to the funeral mass, Ms. e brought Fr, Bennett fami Iy pictures,
which included her mother and father to shate with him. She stated that Fr. Benneit
looked at the pictures quickly and then told her that he was sorry for her loss.

]

PRA thanked Ms. | W for all that she had shared of her memories of Fr, Bennett's

involvement with her end her family, She then agreed to answer clarification questions
for PRA.

When asked, Ms. stated that the is unsure of who taught the CCD class at St.
John de LaSalle that she and dattended, She does recall thatmwas the -
"singing nun,” and also has memories of the mun playing the guitar, In regards to Fr,
Bennett, she remembers him to be "stoic” and not one to say much. She referred to her
memories of her mother taking a picture of her and BEREERwith Fr. Bennetl, Ms.

W stated that Ml has the picture and that it looks as i Fr. Bennett is
attempting to move out of the shot as it was being taken.

described her mother as very religious and her father as 2 Lutheran who
"went with the flow.” Her father would atfend Catholic mass on Sendays with the
family, but he never converted to Catholicism.

While living in Worth, Ms. ZBREBE remembers talking with her mother about the media
coverage of the sexual abuse of ntinors by priests. She stated that her mother remarked
that the allegations [against all priests] were not true and felt that *.it would all come
out that people [who alleged abuse] were lying.” Ms. | W recalls that her mother

was upset and offended with the media coverage of people alleging that they were abused
by priests. '

e
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When Ms. _and her siblings were growing up, their mother taught them that
pricsts walked on water, As a result of these teachings, Ms. | IS feels that if [T
or“ told their mother something regarding the abuse by Fr. Bennett, they would not
be believed, Ms. |l added her feeling that her mother would not have believed any
of them if anyone had anything negative to say about & priest or a nun. She described her
mother as sweet, innocent, and naive. Ms, [[ESEERthen shared that if her parents were
not dead, this {the abuse of her sisters by Fr, Bennet‘t] would kill them,

Referring back to her childhood, Ms. [N
smart of the five children in the family M
,ractxcai joke or "pull one over on .

shared that mwas the most book
RBPIEN |50 shared that it was easy 1o play
As a result of hier sister's intelligencs, Ms.
SRR ould become a Jawyer ora d '
kshared that was always outgoing as well.  As per Ms,
3 did not become a doctor or a lawyer, she was susprised and disappomteti Ms.
shared thai HESEEMRstroggled with concentration when she was in college.

QREN v as earning good grades, but dropped out of school, even when she WaS
'attandmg classes at Moraine Valley [Jonior College]

described § a5 a devout Catholic as an adult. As per Ms
is active in church, prayer meetings, and is "...a big church go-er.*
always been a prayerful person and does quote from the bible,

BRI 1 e spoke of the current state of her family and their feelings of discomfort
that Fr. Bennett is still in a parish [Holy Ghost]. She stated that she has been extremely
close to going to Holy Ghost to speak with Fr. Bennett, Ms, BB 3§ shared that her
sisters’ abuse by Fr. Bennett has been devastating to their family. She remarked that if
her father and brother were still alive today, Fr. Bennett would not be cugrently active in a
parish. She described he,r family as close-knit and shared that Fr. Bennett's abase has

AN, and stated that both} i

have suffered from der&ssmn and have becn suicidal. She described berseif asa |
backbone for her sisters.

"':u \ iy

"first" for Ms, BEENEN The abuse by Fr. Benoett has been "...a very big thorn® in her
family's side,

Mshared that she has done well for herself, but feels guiity that her msters Lo
have not. She owns her own business, property, and a summer home, Ms. :

recently bought B a new car as well, She wants her sisters 1o have happ v, normal

lives and to function as normal people, which devastates her, At this point in the

meeting, Ms. RRSSHER became visibly emotional. Up until this point, she had been able

to speak clearly and dzrectiy regarding the memoriss of her childhood involving Fr,

Bennett and her sisters’ difficulties as a result of the alleged abuse.
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Ms. IESEIR stated that the past year has been very difficult and that "pieces of the
puzzie” have been coming together. She shared that she is fearful that she may have a
"weird" memory [involving Fr, Bennett], but does not think that she will.

PRA thanked M. |3

sisters, SEOSEN and

Y for sharing all that she had reparding Fr. Benmett and her

,' may be reached at the following:

/l/w/ﬂt/

Daie
%AZMC@MOW/ (] te | 0t
Leat McCliskey, Administrator _ Date '

xw Dlore, Wik o

Mayra Flor@, Assistance Ministry Date

Co:  Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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