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Pastor not monitored
for year after allegation

By Manys A, Brachear
T!:?EBE staff reporter > ] ] "

Losing confidence in a moni-
toring program they have relied
on to safeguard children, Chica- |
gp Catholic Archidiocese offi-
cials have removed from minis-
try a priest they were keeping
under supervision while they
try to determine if he abusad
two young girls decades ago.

Officials also acknowledged
that the south suburban priest
was not assigned a monitor un-
ti} a year afier the archdiorese
first received an gbuse alega-
tion agaiist him b Marck 2004,
A spokesnmian said e conld not
. explain the lepgthy delay

Cardinal Francis George or-
dered the removal of the pasior
of Holy Ghost Catholic Charch
tr South Holland after an emo-
tional meeting this week with
. St Agstha parishioners, who
, voiced outrape that for months
they had not known about alle-
gations against their own pas-
tor, Rev. Daniel McCormack.

MeCormack also had been
placed under monitoring he,
cause of an abuse allegatmn,
though his flock did not know
that wrt}l he was arrested last
month, On Wednesday, prosecu-

tors added a third count of ag-
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gravated criroiogd sexual abuse
ip the charges agabast MoeCor-
mack, and law enforcement
sources would not say whether
the abuse ccourrad while he was
being monitored.

George skid archdiocesan of-
ficials must look for ways o dis-
creetly take accused priests out
of the pulpit even before abuge
allegations are found to be cred-
ible, said spokesman Jim
Dwyer

"We need o examine and
adapt our policies . .. fto] with-
dravw the priest temporarily ina
ponjudgmental fashion wuntil
the information is absorbed bet-
ter ahd the case is resolved,”
Dwyer said Wednesday “¥t will
be a heter situation for the
priest and the parish i we
change our policy”

The archdiocess seid it has re-
ceived two allegations that the
pastor of oty Ghivst, 700 B, 170th
St. in South Holland,  abused two
girls while serving at St John
De La Salle Cathofic Church,
10208 8. King Drive in Chicago,
more than 35 years ago.

The Tribuge is not naming
the priest, who 15 65, because no
eriminal charges or Iawsuits
have been filed and the arthdio-
cese has not yet determined if
the allegations against him are
credible,

Dwyer said the firstallegation
apainst the priest was reported
to the archdiocese in March
2004, and 2 monifor was as
signed in March 2085, Dwyer
said he conld not explain the de-
fay.

Aceording to national guide-
lines drafted by Armerican bish-
ops in 2002, if a priest has a cred-
ible allegation of abuse against
him, he must be removed from
ministry. But the puidelines
leave it up to the dioveses to de-
termine how to treat priests who
are under investigation.

In Chicago, when the archdio-
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cese receives an abuse allega-
fion, the clajms ave invesﬁgated
by an independentreview board

that determines whether the ac-0FREE
" casations are credible ahd then

makes & recommendation to the
cardinal about what action
should be taken. F is unclead
how many priests bave been as-
signed & monitor sinee 2002,
Dwyer said.

Church offictals had appoint
ed a feflow priest to monitor
MeCormack In August, when
the first abnse allegation sur-
Faced. Ho was arvested Jan. 20 af-
ter a pecond accuser came for-
ward and subseguently was
charged with two counts of ug-
gravated crininal sexnal abuse,

The charge filed Wednesday
invoived several alleped inci
dents with a third boy in the rec-
fory of St. Agstha, law enforce-
ment sources said.

Church officials sald McCor-
roack was not removed from
winistry because the archdio-
cese had not yet received a first-
hapd allegation. In the mean-
time, McCormack was told not
to be alone with minors and the
archdiocese’s viear for priests
asked a peer to “monitor” him,

George asked bis staff thig
week ¥ any cirewmstances sioi-
lar to McCotmack's monitoring
arrangerment existed, Dwyer
said. When told of the Holy
Ghost pastor, the cardinal or-
dered him to be removed.

“The cardingl bas really been
reflecting about this ever since
he's gotten back-—fhow] fo effect
some kind of nonjudgmental
way 50 we dop't put ourselves,
the parish, and the priest in this
kind of situation sgain,” Dwyer
said. “He knew there was oue
more priest still v ministry He
felt [removing him] was the prov
dent thing to do.”

George had approved the -

monitoring arrangement at He-
Ty Ghost a year ago, Dwyer said,

Jeff Anderson, a 5t Panl at-
torney who represents a mum-
ber of clergy sexnal abuse survi-
vors, said he has been urging the
archdiocese to remuove the south
suburban priest for almost two
vears. He represents the two al-
leged victims of the priest, both
women in their 40s,

“They assured me that the de-
¢ision was just around the cor
ner" Anderson said, “That they
were processing this and #
would beforthcoming. Ilet them
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and Eﬁm payish gj’ we
change cwr policy,’

~—pschdiocese spukesroan Jim Dwyer

lead—and now I believe mislead |
us to this point in time, It was-
with the McCormaek sltuation
coming to light that | realired ]
thisis the last straw We conldn’y

trust the process and I'mosorry! .. .

that 1 did.”

One of the women spoke pub-
Hely Wednesday, saying the
priest had intercourse with her

in the lower lavel of the church©™™

for three years beginning when
she was 8,

“I heard on the news that a
priest had been removed and I
was hopefn] and thrilled,” said
the wornan, who asked that hex
name not be used. “I feel ike a
mifionton weight has been it
ed off my shoulders, Pm incred-
ibly religved.”

Ordained in 1965, the priest
served at 5L John De La Salle
From 1887 t01978; Owr Lady of the
Ridge, in Chicago Ridge, from
1874 to 1876, 5t Joseph and St
Anoe from 1877 to 1975, and SE
Christina from 1879 to 198{) He
refarned to St John De La Balie |
in 19%), and stayed until 1989, He
moved to 8t Agnes in 2950 and
188); Our Lady of Fatima in 1982

through 1597, He has been st Ho- -

Iy Ghost in South Holland ever
since.

Asnews of the priest’s sudden
removal frickled out through
the media, parishioners reacted
with surprise but said they still
trusted the archdiocese to han-
dle the sitnation comectly,

“People don't think that if's
going to happen to their own
friends and loved opes,” said
Tom Shesel, ¢9, & parishioner at
Holy Ghost for about 20 years,
“There are ofher people in pow-
er in the church that are bans
dling this thing the way they've
been doiog it. My only opirdon is
i there's any truth to be un-

vefled or revealed that it hap- .
LA

DeRs 25 500N as can be.”

Tribune staff reporters Jgif Coen |

and Tom Ryburcayk contributed }&

to this report,
mbrothear@tribune.com h
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