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Office of Professional Responsibility

F.O. Box 1979
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MEMORANDUM
-To: File - PFR-170
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator @
Re: - Bennett, Rev, Joseph [Active]
Date; December 19, 2003

PRA received a phone call fom Ms.

allegation of sexual misconduct against a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. During
the initial phone call, M,

Sstated that she did pot wish to have her name released,
nor was she intending of providing PRA with the name of the accused. Afier some
conversation and an cxpianatmn of the process of formalizing an allegation of sexnal
rmsconduct,, Ms. BEREEIN named her alleged abuser as Rev, Joseph Bennett. However,
requested that PRA not release her name or any detail of the alleged abuze
[to follow} until she had been able to obtain legal representation, PRA received two
messages fom Ms. FiEER today allowing PRA to release her name and any detail of
the allegation against Fr. Bennett provided on December 3, 2003. However, Ms.

k8 has yet to obtain council, but will contact PRA once she has been able to
ldentxfy appropriate represeitation.

During the phone conversation on December 3, Ms. % informoed PRA that she had
spoken with a parish priest in her home state of il regarding her allegation against
Fr. Bennett, As per Ms. SRR she sought advice fom her priestes to how she should -

go about addressing the, alieged past abuse and he advised her to contact the Archdiocese
of Chicago.

described 2003 as "a rough year" but that she had R RREareh ge She
mentioned the fact that she "had a great childhood" and grew up on ¢ south side of
Chicago. During 2003 Ms. |§ had participated in a women's' prayer group through
her church and began to "clean house" as directed by the leader of the group. It was at
this time that Ms. KEESENE began 10 experience “memories that didn’t make any sense,”
The memories were of her grammar school years, when she was approxm}ately e1gh1
years old and in CCD classes prior to her First Communion. As per Ms. B
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was in third grade at the time, but was beld back so that she could be in classes mth ber
sister. Their CCD teacher was (NSNS Czrmelite nun] whom Ms. iGN
described as "a sweet young nun.”" Ms. [NEREIER also referred to a priest {alleged abuser}
as "wonderful." She recalls that the priest was reassigned to a parish in the suburbs at
one point. However, the priest would be present during dSRENER's CCD classes from
time to time. At this point in the conversation, Ms. ﬁsﬁ}] did not feel comfortable

disclosing the name of the accused as she was advised by her parish priest not to disclose
such Information over the phone.

PRA began 10 explain to Ms. }8 the purpose and responsibilities of
Office of Professional Responszbﬂsty After some discussion and Ms. 155
mfomlanon that the accused is.an active priest in the Archdiocese of Chicago, Ms.
: BRl nained her abuser as Rev. Joseph Bennett. She referred back to her recent
memones of the alleped abuse and stated that she has "olear memories of Fr. Joe andil
d allepes that WGEEEEER wos "present and a part of the abuse.” She
also informed PRA that Fr. Bennett has a birthmark on 3 part of his body that she
"shouldn't know." Later in the conversation, Ms. M nformed PRA that Fr.
Bennett has a freckle on his lefi testicle. When asked by PRA, Ms. FEERERRY stated that
she and her sister attended CCD classes at St. John De La Salle at 106™ and King.

! i informed PRA that she is coming forward at this thme out of ber "concern
for the kids" and that Fr. Bennets is "only 61 [years old] now” and assigned to a parish in
the Archdiocese of Chicago. She stated, "I don't want any money and I don't want
revenge. 1just want the uth.” As per Ms. 3 the alleged abuse fook place when

she was between 7 and 9 years old. She moved out of St. John De La Salle parish with
ber farnily when she was 11 years old.

When provided information regarding formalizing her allegation, Ms.
PRA that she would be nterested in PRA and Assistance Ministry travelmg to
to meet with her, Ms.g § also came to the decision that she would like time to
obtain an attorney 1o pr er infesests prior to PRA releasing any mfonnatwn
regarding her allegation. Upon her identification of an atiorney, Ms. | ‘
she would contact PRA and schedule a meeting,

1t was agreed that PRA would send Ms. e a copy of §1100 Sexual Abuse of
Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to Victims and Procedures for
Determination of Fitness for Ministry. Her contact information is as follows:
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Ms. “contacted this office on December 17, 2003 and left a message approving
the release of her name and information regarding her allegation of sexual misconduct
against Fr, Bennett, She informed PRA that she continues to seck an attorney and will
contact PRA when she has found an attorney and is ready to sehedule a meeting. Ms.
also mentioned in her message that her sister R PN, |25 memories
of misconduct involving Fr. Bennett and Sz, Maria. As par
B may be interested in coming forward as well. Ms.
contact oumbers and requested a return call from PRA,

B, her sister
B Jeft the following

PiRA left a mesgage for Ms, KEVEIIN on December 19, 2003,
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