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Archbishop called ~ Mike Short, a therapist in Elkhorn,
had called in to Bob Samvon ~.Short is a counselor and
now advocate for GEESCREIENEINEEE 2 S R

She reported to Short that her son
had been sexually molested by Fr.Widera while on a week~
end fishing outing - Son is ¢HEP® age 13, an altar boy at
parish. Archbishop suggested 1 call Widera first, then
Short, assuring complainants that W. will be removed from
parish and will receive in-patient treatment,if necessary.

Called Widera - gone - his day off - left message with Henke
to call me. Tried to call his parental home ~ Otto Widera,
Hawthorne Ave. - but an unoublished number ~ no. info.avail-
able.

Contacted Widera in P.M. - appointment tomorrow.

At Swan - 10:30 A.M. - Widera admitted that he made " a
slip". He took boy fishing alome about 3 weeks ago. He

had heard nothing about the incident, He does not know
therapist. He has been seeing Leo Grabam for past 3 years.
He is “on probation”™ with the law - ends in August. He

was apparently shook by this discovery and sought advice
wvhat to do. I informed him that he probably would be trans-
ferred and would need in-patient treatment. I-would try to
keep the lid on the thing, so no police record would be
made. ' .He went to his sister's at{&21-0264)~-parent's number
(762-8965)and informed her of his problem. I can call her
to inform him to call me back. Parents will not be in-
formed. .

Immediately called Mike Short at Lakeland Counseling Cen-
ter ,Elkhorn, Box 29 - on County RJ.NN, 2 miles east of Elk-
horn (1-723-5400,Ext.238). -(Rom Barta also works there -
. 2d by him). Made app't to meet Shcrtw

! hursday, July 8 at 2 P.M. at-Elkhorn.
b didn't know what to do after she
of the boy. Son must have manifested
some trauma after the experience. She called Short. He
feels that hoy needs some help to re-establish s iritual
values and attitudes toward Church and priests. @
*had not gome to police. She is separated from hus-

and and apparently feared reprisals from Church if she would
go to police, She does not want priests from parish to coun-
sel the boy. Short feels that alcohol may. be Widera's basic
problem. :5 ill contact and convince her not
to act with police. if Chutc MOV . from parish, and
gets him help, as well as counsels the boy.

Widera called back - gave him above info. He asked what he
should do. I suggested no further action at this time, but
he should prepare to be re-assigned - which is probably the
Archbishop's recommendation. Will call Widera immediately
aftec Thurs.meeting - he will meet me in Elkhorm.

C&lled and left above information with Ralph F. for the Arch-
hishan,

¢ro
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117 Leo Graham called - had received note from Fr.W, saylung
that he would not be In for appointment because he would
be going to St.Viucent Hospital,ectc.

- Leo did.not know what had happened but Wds gidatly

concqured that if Fr.W. leaves state during this pro-
bationary pelod, he could be picked up and lumediately
sent to prison wlthouty eny further corurt trial. Cra-
bam is the de facto probatfonary offficer. Has seen
Widera weekly for past 3 years. Craham feels that if
Fr.Widers must be sent to hospltallzation, {t must be
within State (at least during next ¢0 days)- Leo
doubts vslue of in-patient trestment however, If

will not approach police, Graham suggests that
Fr.¥W. remain in Delalvan - at least tewpovarily. He
suggests that I offer services of the Archdlocese forx
a one shot evaluation of the boy(to detexmine if there
be any traumatic damages(usually {n these cases, there
{s not). OGraham at first was disturbed that his patlient
uzs be{ng sent out of State without counsultation with
Leo. 1 explained that nothing was finalized yet - aad
in view of his probationary situation, he probably would
not he sent.(If necessary, Graham would suggest Hilw.
Sanitarium). I also explained that I was following
Archbishop's agenda = contact, Widera,then Short,then
mother,etc.

Graham asked me to report back to him after Couferance
with Short, mother,ctc. Discussed briefly with him the
Henke-Vojtik situation. Oraham feels if Widera goes, this
above relationship will deterforate., Graham feels that
Widera is non-cowmmicative, and willlng to agree to any-
thing and self-destructive(nst suicidal hovever), Graham
feels that '‘ome slip™ in 3 years is not too bad 2 track

record.
7/8 Graham cailed ~ Probation officer is actually mber
1“.‘_'05 his parish - attends W's Mass regularly. I W, is

moved, oyt of State, P, officer will ask "Why?" Also,
if u(.s’“{s mov:ﬁ efore probation perfod Ls over,YP 0. will
find ovt the reason. Graham does not know the legal con-
sequences if P.O. finds out post hoc what happened pre-
hoc - doesn't know what attorney to call. -

Vf L caw

Went to La eland Counselzng Center at Elkhorn - met Hike

Short,

- heard €y story - mature

lad of 10 years - incident happened in lake while swimming-
also next day in sacristy beforg Mass.

- ST vias not seeking hosplitalization - only
that Fr.W. be moved from parish - she doesn't vant
to see him

- othervise she vill take her children cut of School

- she understands that Fr.W. is sfck but was greatly
disillusioned by his conduct - she agreed to bring
EER to Leo Graham for an evaluation to see {f any
traumatic effects. No cost to her. 1 tried to help
the boy sort through his feelings. [ indicated that
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Leo Graham—

(964-7520)
2939 N,Oakland
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3.

I had spoken to Leo CGraham reicounseling for Fr.
W.(I did not reveal that Fr.W. had been seeing
him for 3 yrs. already)

Then called Fr. W. to come to Elkhorn restaurant,

- told him to re-schedule his appointments with
Graham

- find himself a Spiritual dltector

- anticipate moving from Delavaa after his pro-
batien {s over

-~ not to tell Fr. Henke at th{s time

- stay away from GEEERERIETTE

- also stay away from another boy he is seen with
frequently

Reported to Archbishop. He agreed that Fr. W,
should ¢ ntinve with Graham - should not be woved
out of State foxr hospitalization - will wmove Fr.W.
after probation perlod is over{I shall find out when
from Graham). He said I can call Paul Noelke Co.
attormeys ' i i

TTORNEY/CLIENT
PRIVILEGE

Called Graham - gave him above treport - he does

not know exact day of probatfon termination: but
presumes it to be mid-August - he is concerned that
Widera get a good spot without pressures as next
assignmwent - wishes me te influence Personnel Board
at that time - Graham will call Personnel Bosrd, too,
if necessary.

- He will call GEIEIEESIR: 2ud make an appoint-

went for @R, etc.

Short called - GEESREEEERSR bhad heard from no-one
I told him I had contacted Grah##k$nd Archbishop
-HWidera will probably not be moved till after
Labeor Day because of replacement problems

~he should give this info, to

I called Graham's office - on vacation till the
L0th ~ his secretary has been tryfng to reach

to make an appolintment with her and
boy ~ she will continue to try to reach her to set
up the appointment.
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Graham called - he had seen HRES K@ and son~

a) no permanent damage to som - spent 3 hrs, with
mother.

b) Waldhauer called - Henke had called him and wanted
Wideva vewoved -~ he had learned about incident, from
other people ~ then he asked GEEEPREEGEN sbout it,
Waldbauver agreed to get supply help for the parish.

c) Called Graham - Parole terminated Auvg.leth, he learned
from lawyer.

d) Cal[cd ‘Henke and Widera - they agreed that W. would
go “on vacation"{California') as soon as Waldbauer
would find supply help. Then he would be transferred.
H, should tell people only that he's going on va-
cation.

e¢) Called Waldbauer ~ he will hunt - has not alerted
Board to this case < {n agreement with above ar-
rTaugements.

Told Archbishop of the above developments.

Approached Esser ahout above ~ the Personnel Board has
heard nothing from anyome -~ Archbishop has not gﬂoken to
Personnel Board about this matter
- however, Paul knew that Widera's father had been to
Delavan and moved out Siegfried's belongings
- Paul would have problem in comnsclence to re-assign
Stegfried- When? and shculd they really - In view of
Wideva's vecord???

Grahaa called - Widera cails him everv week to 10 days
from Catif. - he s livieg with his hrothexr - dad {s
very incensed(disowning Sieg?) sbout matter - Graham
said Siegfried said that maybe he should stay in Calt-
fornia and get himself a job(outside ministry).Graham
wondered {f this should %e the direction of counsel. T
reluctantly agreed - esp. in view of Essex's above com
ments. Graham will.call Esser and di cuss this with
him. T explained that {f he sought minlstry out there
I would feel obliged to send teports to the diocese in
which he works.

Waldbauver zave me address of Widers fn Callf. - called
Graham )
- but he has not heatrd from Widera recently - Widera
was in Lo see Personnel Board recently,

Met Widera for funch fn L.A. He will work in Orange
dliocese
- shouwed me letter of app't. - confused with expression
“in hospltaltity". He was concerned about 4 mo.back
pay, Blue Cross. Pension Fund
- Safd that I would confer with Sampon when * return-
‘cof letter 1/7



