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) o 3930 N. 92nd Street
. Milwaukee, Hisconsin . 53222
o : - . Februery 14, 1880 ’
. The Most Hev. Rembert B . Weakland, 0.S. B., b.o.
802 North Jackson Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsip-

. Yowr Excellency:. | X T . -

- ¥ am writing ro you on the =dvice of Fri Joseph Hornacek
regarding the metter I presented to him last Monday and Which
bhas been brought to your attention. I sincerely regret’ having
.0 write this letter which is -ip.the-natwe of an spology For
my sctions which are an embarrassment not only. to me bm: to. the
priesthood in geneiral.

You have been most kind to me since my retun to the Archdioces:
of Milwaukee 2nd I am most grateful For your compassion and benevo-
_Ience. WHhen I spoke to you last year regsrdiing the militery chap-
laincy, you were most cooperative even though -thet decision may not
have been in my best interests. I sccepted the sssighment to St.
Margaret Mary Parish knowing thet there were sope problems, not
only with the pastor, but I was uvncertain how I would get =2long with
my classmate, Fr. Tom WittlifF. As the months wore on the problems
became more spparent. The lack of communication with Father Vint
was certainly = contributing cause to my discontent, but perhaps
.egqually disturbing wes the lifestyle of Fr. Tom. Hlth my orientatio
the fFrequent presence of teenage boys in the house. at night was
‘tantalizing to say the leest. It was during that time thet I met
the boy with whom I became involved. There is much more that I -
ecould say asbout those evening. sessions, but I do mot wish to. in-
_erimpinate F.T.; os the boys refer to him =t this time. I Feel that
_ he bhas his own problem xo deal -with.

o T have been in cummurucatxan with the mothea* of the boy 1nv01\re
-and she is sympathetic and does not intend to press any charges. My
concern ig For the boy who has not.dealt with the situvation as I

had hoped. Since he hss chosen to share Ehe incident with some of
‘his Friends, I have been cast i a bad light and the decision that
"I leave the parish seems te.be 2 prudent one. -1 would be willing

to stay on Mtil June iF that were deemed advisable. I have not
discussed the matter with Fr-. Vint, but w:.ll do Bo as soon as he
-returns From Florida. . - )

.I am grateful For the opportunity to’ meat with Dr. Dale Dlen.
I have set up an apwlntment with him For this coming Thursday.
I have alsc been in dialog with seversl other priests who have -
" been supportive. I really see the need for @ support group among
priests of my orientation and bave discussed- the matter with Fr.
Jim Arimond. - . '
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As to my Future I see several possibilities. Since last
December I have been thinking sbout @ return to California and
have been in communication with two Frenciscen communities——the
Capuchins in La Canada and the Franciscans in Oskland. I have
long been attrected to the Frenciscen way of life and have been
inspired by my patron seint,Francis of Assisi. Periodically 1 °

consider jJoining =@ rel.\.g::.ous community. I hope this is not an.
mr*ealxstxc escape., '

I have also spoken to Fr. Jerry Lanser about the Albuquer*que
" Villa and he referred me to Fr. Michael Foley. 1 spoke to Fr. Foley
on the phoné as Jerry had mentioned the possibility of an .opening
in campus ministry at the University of Albuguerque. He thought
that perhsps in the event-that 1 chose that option I could be in
“touch with the Servents of the Psrsclete and their program while
serving the cempus community. I do not feel thet. I heed to go
through the six month program thh them, but would fFind their
support group beneficial.

The other -option I would Iike to explore is the possibility
of campus ‘ministry in the Arcbdiocese of Milweukee. Since {1975
I pave applied For a position in that area. In view of my back-
ground I believe I am qualified having sttended Chaplains’ School
‘=t Nisgsra. Uruvars:v.ty, two years as Catholic Cheplain at Marshall
Uru,vers.lty in Huntington, West Virginia and = short time at St.louis
University. I have att d conventions and seminers dealing with
‘Young Adult Ministry irr Florids, Dth, and Califorhia so I have
kept. in touch. I Find this type of ministry far more Fulf-'x,ll,xng
_than general parish work and for this reeson 1. am gquestioning my
‘role as a pastor For the BD’s in Wisconsin: 1 unhderstand that
There will be on opening at UWM and at Parkside and T have .xndlcated

my J.nterest to Fr. Roy Hetel jan.

For the presemt I plan to remain @t 5t. Margaret Mary Parish
until: the end of -this month. T sm #illing to remain into March,
if Fr. Vint wents me.to cover For Frr. Dick Mirsberger who is gOJ.nQ
to Florida for & vacstion. . On the 10th of Merch I plan to Fly to
Hawaii #ith Fr. "Bruno® Henke and-Fr. Jobn Richetts to spend some
Richard Beck. Since lodging will be provided, my .
beyond girfare will be wininal. Originally Fr. Dominic
was going to eccompany them but due to the illhess of his
%11l be going in his place. -Right row T need = vacation
to sort out my Feelings. : ’ .

expenses

Father X
and time

I will be in need of 3 residence when 1 return From Hewaii. .
Several possibilities heve been suggested. I had opted For an
east side parish--where I could be close to. the University to
spend sowe time at the Newmsn Center with Fr. Larvy Dulek. I have
 krown Larry For some time snd have also discussed my interest in
campus ministy with him. Holy HAosary Parish bas beep. suggested as
a possibility. 1 have also been ‘in touch with Fr-. Ron Crewe at
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St. Hedwig’s. -A.residency there also seems_a possibility, perticular
ly during the time he plsns to be in Rome. He indicated thst he
will be away over Holy Week and Faster and has- mede a reguest For
someene to-cover For him. - IF he has not made other srranghents I
would'be willing to supply for him at that time.

I would slso Feel comfortable livimg with Fr. Jim Arimond
and Fr. Richerd Liska at Sacred Heart. I Feel that Jim could be

'@ real support to me. An added ‘remson would be that I would be

close ta St. Frencis School of Pastoral Ministry and the Albert
Eardinal Meyer Institute. . IF I have the time I would like to
take advantage of the programs that are offered there.

As = last resort I would be grateful iF you could put me in-

" touch with = behevolent bishbp in California where'I might serve..

Periodicelly I get hostalgic for Californis--Hisconsin .winters

last toe long--though this-bhas been @ .mild one. ¥ place this .
request in last place because while my mother is alive I believe

I should remain close tc her. As you may recall she.spoke to you
@t the Naim ConFerence louncheon hére at’'Sti Mergeret Mary?*s. - She
and’'I wer®e dost edified my your howily and your references to. your
mother. She wes widowed when I was Five yesrs old 2nd is a great .
lady. She bas been the orgenist at St. Mary’s, ¥Woodland since
1830. The parish will honor her this April. I do-not wish to

dishonor her sny more so then I have already done. She ig owsre
of ‘'my orientation. . -

This has been 3 Iong.letter. . I did pot wish to bore you.

T I''hope you can sort it out and that we cen come to'm decision N

which is best For me snd For the Archdiocese. "I do not- en joy

being a “problem priest". I am greteful For a "benevolent bishop'.

. IF you would like 1;'0 meet with me at your conv;anienqe I would
‘be beppy to do so.. I guess this is the "Bottom Line. :

.t . -

- Sincerely yours in Christ,

’ ) Franklyn W. Becker

.
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