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DATE: July 19,3996 - !
TO: Archbishop Rembert Weakland
’ Bishop Richard Skiba

Reverend Carrol Stravb

FROM: Liz Piasecks, PsyD.
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RE: REVEREND FRANKLYN BECKER -
. - o PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL

P ' ' - OnJoly 17, 1996, X bad an extended conversation with Dr. Marlene Trachsel, the
E ) psychologist who is Ireating Father Becker. She had requested that X call her

. " regarding Father Becker and the allegations against im. We have 2 written
20T ) . E ' release from Father Becker 10 share this information.

During the course of that conversation, Dr. Trachse] articolated the following
concems:

1. Father Becker is fixated on the most recent - allegation, that js, the
calls to me from the indrvidual that I bave pot identified because
that individual fears reprisal from Father Becker against bis elderly
parents who still ive in the Mitwavkee area. 1, again, refused to
disclose that individual’s name or otber identifying information, and

" Dr. Trachse} accepted that, noting Father Becker bas reported so |
many sexual incidents that, there is plenty of material to work on in
. - therapy. Father Becker bas given his writien penmission to share
g ) . the fog iterns, on prior concerns From the pastwith Dr. Trachsel,
| . - and 1 have sent thcm to her at her request.
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2. Father Beckes, pow (agam) xdenhﬁm bimselfasa pedophﬂe and
" asked Dr. Trachsel 10 sign a statement to that effect so that he
conld collect on a privete disability policy which he holds. She
refused 1o do so aithough she agrees essentially that he is one.

; - - 3. Dr Trachsel fears that Father Becker may be capable of, if not.

[ : C already engaging in, phydical abuse of his eldery mother. He has -

3 N - reported to her ope incident of hitting his mothes, with a slipper,

) - . - recently. Dr, Trachset had recommended to Father Becker that he

" wosk at the parish office in order to get away frone his mother. 1
told ber that was not peomissible aod ovt of the question.
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Father Becker is in conflict with some adolescent boys who Jive
next dook, and she wonders if there hasn’t been some kind of priox
advances which have contribuied to the present aggression a painst
bim by these boys. ’

She belitves Father Becker may be in possession of child
pomography in his home.

Dr. Trachsel reported that Father Beckerisin a fol of fear over
going to prison because of his “past” behavior, 1 questioned
whether there may be some involvement, of which we are unaware,

: which is stlf under the criminal statute. She said she would not be

surprised, but knows of no specifics of that at this time.

Fathes Becker yemains in souch dental. He does discoss other
priests and their sexnal orientation/behavior with hes and has
brought her letlers and material which were sent to the Mitwaukee
Sentinel by him, years ago.

There is no question in Dr. Trachsel’s mind that Father Becker
remains a yisk 1o act out. He contipues to £0 on cruises which he
describes as cruises for elderly people. She questions whether they
bring their grandehildren. He hopes to “gain the respect” of the
Axchbishop and the Archdiocese, again, but still is very poor at
taking responsibility for any of his past behaviors. At the mintmus,
be bopes to “get 1o retirement.” He verbalizes that he is a good

. priest who worked bard contrary 1o other’s reports of him.

Dr. Trchsel points ovt that given his mother’s agc’(90+), ”_Fz;ther Becker is Bkely
to be the responsibility of the Archdiocese for anopher 30 years.

. My question: Should we be considering encovraging the focus of therapy t6 shift

" 1o connseling him out of the priesthood and voluntary resighation, and asking Dr.
Trachsel 1o start working on that?
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