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Aug\Jsf 12, 1999 

MOl')signor Steven P: Rohlfs· 
Catholic Diocese of Peoria 

\ 412 N. E. Ma~(lis(jn 
Peoria,IL 61603 
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. Attorn- e 

., 
/~;!/ RE: CONFIDENTIAL . . :~;. t '.: / 

/! . . . : . . '.. ' i, 1~",{/;~::i/ . / .< '." ...... :. . D~a~;M~hsighor Rohlfl:W{M~:; . .." ,.' ... ;,.:.',.'",J,;!H Co •• " 

.' ;. :, .... :' .. : . ; ..... ' o·jrrla~e~~ 6~r~we.are, p'afiS:ilion(¥iiof·Epiph~ny'cath6Jic.~~~tt~'11i' ':i~I[ ':- ") ! ~"\;~;':.If.l.: '-,H 

. _ ..... Normal, ?ur:Gh~e:~"at Ep'le,~.an~,~ch~O~ for thl;l.R.i;lst,~iX ye~h:,,:y~j~geaf:i1il' : . .': .;.~ ';'~~ ,;:,;~:::' ,' 
:~I(;rl},.;),~~ ':" o~r-s,on will enter Cenlt"a~~am91!(r~rp,f'fS?hcll1r'i'ii3 :a'!.~e~~Jn:a~:,~)'.;:.I'.' "(". , vttf -' ),1 ,.-' . .11 '., " , ,,:'19 
"1':; '; ," '" .. • ,.... . " I •• "0 .' ~ . . . 

;;~. ;;>.~.! .. "~OT"reas~ns ,ttiat we'wJ\l~tr.j'ln(e'ft)learfbi-0u, fhis j$-:'-a'yei)l\ilrilt!tiit-l~lt~'r-that we atie'iiipt to write:" '.' . .. \".~io~hf/h'~'~};~' 
W We have.prayed lilboul whether we shouH:! write this letter.'as well as asking for GilB'S'li'tm1s'as'to ' "'::' :; . • "' 

the letter.s content. T~~a.y, .w~:~~~~g::G!od' f~r,c~nt!rma,tio.n~af\tt:Ql q.d l):ld ~s to .931~tians 6;1: ".' , I . , .' " ;:/~?!. \\ .;{.\ . ...... : .. :,. ",,' 

OIBrother.~1 if someone·($_/atjqq,f:;{~~'f!i¥?(.yoi! Who are .. ~w![!,~,~el sf]oufd resl'bro him gently. '\ }l !s',(he ~. ' "'lJ~I~ . 
words '!restore hl'm g!Jntly" theft nn,.9.ln our ~ars as we"pr~ce .our concerns before yoy., 9ur ';.".' . .': ', III ,.r '~l~ ' .. ~ 

' ~f, . . : . ,pr.~.Y'~rjf;Q~Y'o·u is t\1at yotJ Wilr:S·@K:-"G.QQ!'s:!aife'p\lPn· regar'<;Ilpgdl$qralion, q~:lIltiden.\I~li~~r~~/:l~i~~'y t!;:~ ,"" '" ':.,';.! .~,r:7.~!.( 
:', ' . , .. ' apprdr..r1atEi action to take. . " '" " ~. ,,:' " "! .t(f)f.r .. y~,.I \~ t~ . ...1'.,( .un t ' .. ;1 I, .L'. 

j r~\l, /t.~lt"I~\'·:\.' '.~: . !r . '" .:o f! ." ! 'I,' : I; , .:,. ' 1 ,,,' ,, 

',~' '. ' ' 

•• 1 I. 

Qur concem is with Father Maloney of ~piphal1Y Parish. First, w~ l'J~gin bY-l\':lIing'yol;! ~tliafulil'" ". p' 

inten'tlbh is not to Judge Father Malonc3y'~or to be critical oniini"Qr-tci sh'arne , hlm'i)5ynlf~~til~'We' :.1.' ":I~ . :;:.::~::: :- .~ ... 
Holy Spirit's gift.of discernment, to intercede on 'his behalf,' and thus, we proceed willi tiilif ielte'f: ". . .. : , -

Bflck In 'M~rch of tills year, Father' Maloney held confession for the Eplph::my stude"nts 1;; : ':';":; ,'" . ' :'J" ,.. . ... 

preparation for Easter, It was after our son, an eighth grade student, received this'sa.Cf~rfle·ni:· --, .. 
that he came to us and in an uneasy manner, discussed the conversation he hag ,w!tti 'FaihM . . 
Maloney during his confessIon. During tho Sacrament of Reconciliation. Fathed'.ilaI6riey".':' ' .. " 
proceeded to inappropriately discuss with our son the sexual acts of a fellow prlesf?(A~'W~ ~re: :.:' .' ,. 
uncertain as tQ the handling of this letter, we have chosen not to disclose the exachr(jrih'int'or~'~ :,." ":"!: ,. , 
language of their conversation.) Jl was du'rlng this talk wi!!) my son, that we begaii to ' ~sk ·f ~i ,.,' '.. . ' .. .. " 

questions regarding the details of every moment to be accounted for in the confessibn·a l~ ·;'si:if.H~ ; ·' ',;" ';' . .' '1" i',' ~ 
other areas of concern came forward. We were not aware that ourchiJdren are nol alloJwe'c'f'lo '. . ., 
confess their sins, 'fhey are presented with tl formal of questions: "Have you disoD'eyed y'ou'r .' ' .. , 
m?ther and father? Do you fight with your brothers and sisters? Do you swear?,Pf~19J~1~i !I::I., ,. 'j . , " . : .. 

children ara m~de to go face to face. Also during this particular Gonfes:;;lon. Fatr~r:iV!~I.o~~t "" .' ' .1" ,'. 

took a call on hiS cell phone. My son estfmates he was probably in the confessional'for'iwenty 
minutes. We do not Know what Father Maloney's intention was by stating li1ese graphic details 
to a 13 year old boy. We only know what we've been taught NN lhat the Sacrament of 
ReconcHiatlon Is a time of confessing one's sins In a reverent and holy manner fpr the p'urpose of 
seeklflg forgiveness, This Wf<S not to be during thIs particular confession, 
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We're sure you are, wondering why it has ,~~,k.e.~ ,Y9 .~(9:i!fm9t\91inr:p~m you or this m.~t~e,r;: H1e)"tnlre '~· '!::" ':;'.,. ';'11 " 
many reasons -- First, our original intention was to 'IDI'/,.j:llreclly to Father Maloney·. My husband ... ., 

.. :,' ':,,,:': \:q a ng ,I: .r;~Y~ ;1\,iY.Oqd.· ~~RP'p.!:t:~)Jn ~~.lher .r~1.~Wr.·~¥., ~~,!i~i~~.?xe. sel'.{ea DO 'IM Epiph~ny :~,cl!~~l,!' ~ !,(j.~:.~1 .. .'·:;I:"":~l:f:: ~:>.I,q, ; 
'. ,." ,fq~ {hl1 .~M\ ,!W~ yeflr:>.' !HQWev~f; ,we deGI~~tl ~o .. 'I.9all··:tllitil··9U~ pop had graduflle{j; 'We wei'~ . :,~, :~; : '.~c" r :(, ', .t .. ! .~t ::';. ;;.'<)<., ". concerned :~bout tlie corisequences 10. q4( chllqr'e'[l' and .tI)Qugl)t, ft. woUld be·besllianUle'c(·WIiEl'i)'··r!:, , :,~/ ("'1:"" " . "'" 

school was out of session. But Ihe longer we wililed"lhe.harder It became, We have n.o I)atred. . 

., 
'AI' /~', ': 

, " ,. 'fof'this' m;;l~h',-·'I1·t;:· ihlt('~r~illl like each of us a sinner God says "Love the sfnn~~'lhaIM,tlle\~li)!'t~~: 1;,I·:k{·.; :.,': :1\' . 
.. And as you ~~~ ~ei\ aware','Father Maloney has surr~red a heart aU{lck.. W~ can~o(,: il'l:liU()d··" ",;:" """"1'· .. ,.:\, 

conscience, present. this to him allhls time. And yet. school is again fasl approaGhif)g'~::and ·we,··:·:,.,1 " ;',i,: \" """ ' 
have,a. Ou.tY. ai1r!·:a:·r~sponslbllily to ot~er children. We do not presume.anythlng; lHJ1: it~ t:tii~.: ;,:1:< ~~': ;;'::' . !: ~ : " 
positiON df'prr~sr'illid Paslor of our ~arish. why would he want to set himself up forev'eli: [ii'e: ': "!' :;! :,;,,! . ' ;:"'\.' .': 
sma!lesl.ii\.c9lJ~!lt.ipn? There has been enough damage to our CathpHc heritage lhrcitiglf!h'Er·!iil~'s:l";:d ' '! ":;. ' 

.and.wror1Qful:99.n~ucl Qf.otlwr Qalholic leaders. . . . . " ': ,'; 1: ': ::, ";'.Il';.' . ' .,: : '. " .. 

. We 'a re 'f~II~' ~~~A.thai\v~'h~~e· nof walked in this man's shoes nor cao' we possibly f{)\h9il'i~ fHcf.I,:r. ·,.:·.,t ~ v::, i .,· . 
respol1slbmne9lo which he j::; accountable, When we·pray'for Falher Malon~y. w~ lhank'God for ,.", . .'" ..... 
allihe un~een' thi!lgs thai this man has done whether ills in visiling 'lIle sick. coullsetlrig.lhe'~J~T·rtt:I:·: '!' ; .... "., 
dow'irh'ei}~98./iMd"cl·nef §frick'en, lifting up the we'ak with a kind ~qr.d, or spendinQ··:to{\iltie§~ll.l6Lil:s~~ :l;r L~ :··;;"h " 

ov,ef.13,~~~!J:P.W:.I)P.W., <jR?iJ!~!J.:~~1,~h .lrcludes a.l1e'« . .i~,!liqr ri9,h ~~il~in~' and ~ spe~t~~;.~t~('!l::U~H:: ~F::t~.:'~I.!~?~4;1; }<.,i :; 
gymnasIum. YVe recognize hiS duties are enormous, and thiS IS one of the reasom~' (or 'c,tlr I,. " .: It, .... ,'. . , .... , .. 

, ' . .' klng' fQr xou'r w· i.qdom 'In dp-al'ltln .... Ilh th·IS frag·] ..mall"'r " .,.... .,;.':.k lilIJY;r.;vflllr 1',1~,(kl'll "j '; ",v,fill ""j... ,·as . t. '~ ' \" !~. 't t:'N - rr.tJ' .Yr. . . IS.... t'" ' 'flt)'''r:r~' 1"1 'I" " ·~1 ·,· I 't ,· J', .. 't' '11\'~W' '" ,1 I ., (.t!\~. ,l" r.H Ct~ Fpinh~1<~Y e-:·~h·;I\~:~~:r.;:lh.~.~·~l'{ , to ',"''! .'f'-::1\. . " • I, . " '- 1.r,~J ': I. 11-·' • : " , ", , ".;" • I : : ~. :, ' .' c • • 

(1:'\"\ fl)r i!!~: ~,,,~;t:, 'We hunil1ry:~n'QJ:i"iricifrely ask.thafYOtJ' 1't'lciK1IHttfttiisiiifost'·seripti$.'issM1 a.t'harid,: JWe'-are';1%1:F·;i~~.~I,·j/<"' ! ' v :'~ ·:~"l-:.l; 
0L;1:'(·:'\<~I',;~~r""· .askin~'fb,!"Father Malone115'Minbv'~j1irS!~7p&V;p~f1~lffBuf w~:aT~"Th'~'Kln'gfOr IOlerventlmit&( !l/)the ." .. :.~:,.: :; 

'. ~:" klrW. gur P!:l.r:,!!h·iS larv~. a!!~,tI~~n~:di:ls ~[l~reat. P.9.;>$j~lY.()n ~i~l~_~~nJ,Rastor wb'€!8 'hei p 'rb' .. "~" : .' ";i':'~,;'i. I! ·~'?' 
.... re rl'~~~ qome ofth'e burdeilS'~( o.~)- grow!(1Jrf.i~rlsh and h~lp' 10. ~91d ·dlh:efs .. ~ccqu~.taD,I.$.·; ... We'wHI l .. " . ... ' 

::corilf~U'e to'P(sy 'gr'd thftn'k God fOr' F~\he,r.M:I!IQiiey and,fqr t~e .. €?i.r.v,4f!1}tance1i'to Which'oW. : .... ,.~ .. 
. C/IUrCn fXncr.scho.ol hElve, been p1ilc,ei:);.·r • blqle sa'{~ ,jBffjO}~~I(always, Pl:l!lY cOI)liiJUaIlY, dive" '." . e . .;::., 

,", - t~a(ll(s [n all (;i,?Wiistf,lf1Fe,f; (~);aJ!£{~ ." " ,I' 'tefl' tor.yob iI~;P!'7[J~{;J:sus. "_ ,(1T~e~;;~I()r\i:ans .. ": . ... ' .' .. . : :"!;. '~'! 
\::5t~.,,, '.~.': ... , 5:15-18).: ~1;l:~~pecJa.l!y. prI;lY, Iha..LYPJt.'tY'JJ.s~e .. ,q,\Jr.ppmrne!J.ts. .not af? ,eC?pd,elT)nalJon bUl .?~"il';I:t,teq~~··,-·:,\" , :.', 1 :,.".' ,." t,:, .. 
. ··.-I ·~ i,~1 ~ • ' f h~lWt\~' fIIJ",!~iI:~ I •. ", " •.... \: ... J~, ;.t~.,'J..I . . ",. ~.-•..... ~(I I, • • : ' •• I.·· .. 1 1r.~ }.~"lt~ , •• ,"t . 
~'.~ u' > .... :t.{ .it· ,0, II I or . I ,IJ. , . - II. • I 

: . ':rll' f)~')f.tnt; it"':"!~:.:t!Ol,\'.I:~ ... , . ,,_,I;,.}.:, . : ~I·: .. . : .:,:::.j . " 

.. ' ;.,,', .'. . ~I~ase kn6w that we have anguished over our decision to communicale this with "YOtL Even now' 
:', ';It' ,I",li;.j r,.)' !).'a~'/i'lrellJol?!'lf1:~lnilnd fearflil about the pot-efiUnl 'conseqi'i{3'fl~es anti rep(,3mlI5slori~"\o'~tii':~lt)ihll'~W '!;\": . f'.' 

'( ':b, .;:,.t':· :". )',",' l.f:p.l,/f·~!~\'J~.s,h9..U.t~i.bO ~ive~' to Father Mai.?oey:. so~~or;ltji~'n:ja~bn, ':"'if! '1lSk.fodil.e'~i(~~~r'\ ~;:Y. ,.;':'1 . .'" ' . • i< .' 

confldenLfahty; Also, thera IS a part of us tlial wanis to defend the chmacter of our soli .50 tliat 
you will not doubt the truthfulness of this Jetter. But we have pecided, thaI although .¥g~ lia\r.~, 

"':. i: .. -.' never-met,him,tiis character needs no defending." ,': ' " ,. . , .. ''':' . , i ,'" i . 

j; ,:. '" .' (' . , . If yo~ s~p~'ldr6~d to contact us, we can b~'re~ch~ci ·ai· . k you Jor'youi' l\rne:" 
•.. . I'. ,'" ."1' ,', " " 
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