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1 INDEX 1 FR. ROBERT VANDENBERG,
2 DEPONENT: Fr. Robert Vandenberg i e e e £ -
3 EXAMINATION: PAGES: 2 after having befr:n duly sW orn, testifies as follows:
4 Mr. Finnegan 5-136 3 EXAMINATION
5 Mr. Mazzeo 136 - 141 4  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
5 5 Q. TFather Vandenberg, I introduced myself outside,
8 &  but I'm Mike Finnegan, I'll be asking most of the
3 7 questions here today. First off, have you ever had your
10 EXHIBIT IDENTIFICATION: PAGE: . o
11 Omdginal Notice of Taking Deposition 8 deposition taken before?
12 No. 60 - 9/14/83 Memo Re; Accusations Regﬁrdmg 9 A. No.
13 Reverend John P. Feeney 131 10 Q. Letme -- let me go over a couple of ground 7
No. 77 - 9/25/84 Letter to Msgr. Thomas Meger 11 reles with you. Counsel may have went over some of them,
14 fromn Rev. David Kiefer 128 12 but just so that we have a clear understanding, first
15 WNo. 77a- 12/12/84 Letter to Rev. Robert Vandeuberg . b ) ’ 9
from Rev. Msgr. Thomas Meger 128 13 off, you understand that you're under oath today?
16 14 A, Tunderstand that,
No. 77b - 12/13/34 Letter to Rev. Robert Vandenberg 15 Q. And you understand that what you say today could
17 from Rev. Mspr. Thomas Meger 126 16 be used i i Taw?
13 WNo. 77bb - 12/12/84 Letier 1o Rev, Robert Yandenberg & used 1 a court of law:
trom Rev. Msgr. Thomas Meger - 17 A. Iguessso.
19 18 . And onc of the other ground rules, if you don't
No. 77¢ - 12/20/84 Letter to Rev. John Feency liom . Q § . b ] 1Y
20 Rev. Robert Vaudenberg 129 19 - understand a question that I ask, T want you to stop me
21 No.77e - 5/10/85 Letter 1o Rev, John Feeney from 20 and say 1 don't understand that, Does that make sense?
Rev, Robert Vandenberg 129 21 A. Okay
22 . ¢! L
No. 77F - 5/16/85 Lelter to Rev. John Feeney from 22 Q. Couple other ground rules are for the court
23 Rev. Fr. Gilbert J. Canuel, Jr. i29 23 reporter's benefit. A lot of times when we're in nonnal
J - u r . -
24 No.8la-4/7/86 Letter o Rev. G'Ibﬂj Cauuel, Jr. 24 conversation we'll nod our heads like that, he can't get :
from Rev. Msgr. Paul Koszarek 131 :
25 25  that down And 50 11 you do that it you nod your head
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1 sometimes for an answer, I'll say, you know, Father, was 1 objection?
2 that a yes or was that a no? And I'm not doing that to 2 ‘MR. MAZZEQ: Okay. The standing objection
3 badger you. It's just so that the court reporter can get 3 islanticipate that you're going to ask Father
4 that down. Does that make sense? 4 Vandenberg questions about a number of docnments that :
5 A, Okay. 5  were ereated and drafied some time after the incidents  [f
6 Q. Another one that we do all the lime in normal 6  that occurred in this case, primarily the incidents :
7 conversation is we'll -- we'll go hmm-mmm, umm-mmne. Same 7 occwred in 1984 -- alleged to have occurred in 1984 and ||
8  thing, if you do that, I'll say, Father, was that a yes 8 the spring of [985. To the extent yon're going to ask ‘
9  orwas lhat a no? And that's jusl so that the court 9  Dr. -- or Father Vandenberg about documents that were

10  reporter can get an aceurate transeript of' it. Make 10  ereated after the time of the alleged incidents, I'in

11 sense? 11  going to objeet on the grounds of relevaney. To the

12 A. Okay, 12 extent that yon ask Father Vandenberg questions about

13 Q. The -- the last one that -- that we nomally do 13 documents that he did not draft, Tm going to object on

14 alot in normal conversation is we tend to talk over each 14  the ground -- I'm geing to have a standing objection on

15  other a fair amount, and there will be questions that 1 15 the grounds of lack of foundation, lack of personal

16  ask where you know where I'm going with the question, but {16  knowledge, lack of authentieity. So I just want to --

17  what I need you lo do in this proeess is wait until 'm 17 MR. FINNEGAN: Those are --

18 fully done with the question, start your answer, and then 18 MR. MAZZEQO: -- I may -- I may --

19 Tl wait until you're dene with your answer (¢ do Lhe 19 MR. FINNEGAN: Those are fine, and yeah, I

20 next question, and fhat -- that’s for the court 20 think it will speed it along to have those -- those

21 reporter's benefit as well. Make sense? 21  standing objections. Iwould agree that you can have

22 A/ QOkay, I'll do the best 1 ean, 22 those --

23 Q. Another -- another big ground rute for you is 23 MR, MAZZEO: All right.

24 thisisn't a marathon. 1f you necd to take a break at 24 MR, FINNEGAN: -- on those issues.

25  any time, we ean take them any time, as many as you need, (25 MR. MAZZEO: All right. Now, with that .

Page 7 Page 9 (;

1  sodon't-- don't hesitate to ask if you're feeling that 1 said, I still may makc objeetions during the course of
2 you need 1o take a break. 2 thedeposition. !
3 A. Is this a place for me to lay doewn a ground rule 3 MR. FINNEGAN: I understand.
4  also? q MR. MAZZEO: All right.
5 Q. ‘What do you got? Yeah, what -- what's your -- 5 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
6  what's your ground rule, Father? 6 Q. Father Vandenberg, eculd you state your tull
7 MR, MAZZEOQ: Well, it's --is it 7 name and spell your last name for us, please? ;
8 consistent with this, the deposition? 8 A, My naine is Fatber Robert H. Vandenberg, and my
9 THE WITNESS: Well, yes, I'ma 9  last name is spelled all in one word, :

10  sacramental minister and I hear confessions, and 1 want 10 ¥-A-N-D-E-N-B-E-R-G.

11  tojrolect the seal of the confessional. That's a 11 Q. What's your date of birth, Father?

12 primary concern of mine, 12 A, February 4tb, 1926,

13 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 13 Q). Aad you were -- you were ordained to the

14 Q. Fair enough. Any other ground rules that you'd 14 priesthood in 19587

15  like to lay down for this deposition, Father? 15 A, Right.

16 A, Well, if I think, you know, -- 16 Q. And at that time at your ordination, you made a :

17 MR. MAZZEOQ: Yeah, but, Father, Father 17 promise of ohedienee to the then bishop, Bishop Bona, and |}

18 Vandenberg, if you would, just wait for the questionand ' 18 his suceessors?

15 then you can respond appropriately at the time. 15 A, Yes,

20 THE WITNESS: All right. 20 Q. And what did that promise of obedience mcan to

21 MR. MAZZEQ: Allright, And before we 21 you?

22 begin the questioning, I would just -- [ want to go on 22 A. Well, when Bishop Bona was our bishop, he took

23 therecord with a standing objection to -- to your 23 that promise very seriously, so we had no personnel

24  questions about varicus documents, okay? 24 depnriment, He did all the assignments,

25 MR. FINNEGAN: What's the standing 25 Q). Has there ever been a point in your 50 plus

3 (Pages 6 to 9)

Depo International, Inc.
(763) 591-0535 or (800) 591-9722 admin(@depointernational.com



Fr. Robert Vandenberg - 11/5/2010
Johu Doe 119 vs. Roman Catholic Bishop of Las Vegas, et al.

Page 12

Page 10
1 years of being a priest where you've disobeyed an order 1 A, He's a member of the beard,
2 of the bishop? 2 Q. s he the president of the board?
3 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, overly broad, 3 A. No--well, I guess he is legally, but --
4 vague. You ean answer. 4 MR. MAZZEQ: Objeetion as to time frame,
5 THE WITNESS: Well, [ don't know. 5  Go ahead.
6  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 6 THE WITNESS: Huh?
7 Q. You don't remember or you don't know? 7 MR. MAZZEQ: Objeetion as to time frame.
8 A. Idoen't remember, You know, you're asking -- 8  Continue,
9  I'd have to think about that for a while, IT I've ever 9 THE WITNESS: The bishop is -- his
10 diseheyed my bishops. 10  position is stated in our -- our rules and regulations
11 Q. Yes, 11 for -- for the Leo Benevolent.
12 A. Is that what you're asking me? 12  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
13 Q. Yes. 13 Q. And do you know what --
14 A. Not deliberately, but I might have accidentally 14 A, It's defined there,
15 or not being adequately attuned to what was going on ory 15 Q. Do you know what -- what his position is defined
16 you know, 16  there inthe--
17 Q. Soit's aceurate to stale that you never 17 A, Andhe -- he ean be -- we have a viee president
18  intentionally disobeyed your bishop, that that 18  who ehaivs the meetings, and the bishop I think is
19  statement's correct, isn't it? 19  president of the board, whoever the bishop is, whieh
20 A. Well, I would say that's elose, you know. 20 ehanges quite often.
21 Q. Tell me it you can, Father Vandenberg, what's 21 Q. The person who's the president of the board
22 your -- whbat's your current position right now within the 22 changes because the bishops change often, is that
23 diocese? 23 eorrect?
24 A. Tam a senior priest, I'm retired. 24 A. You're right.
25 Q. Do -- do you reside af one of the -- one of the 25 Q. And so it's -- the whole time that you were
Page 11
1 rectories? 1 associated with the Leo Benevolent Association, whoever
2 A. No. 1have my own faeility. 2 the then presiding bishop for the diocese was was the
3 Q. Do you stll do any type of services for the 3 president?
4 Diocese of Green Bay? 4 A. Yeab, I guess you'd say that, Those are the
5 A. Well, I'm a eonsultor to the Board of Direetors 5 rules of the assoeiation.
6 for the Leo Benevolent Association, wbich is a charitable; & Q. And who else is on the -- on the board for the
7 institution, benevolent, founded in 1878, an association 7 Leo?
8  or fraternal organization of priests, And [ served as 8 A, Fellow priests. They are eleeted by the whele
9 treasurer to tbat organization for 40 years, And soin 9  presbyterate.
10 my active years, I was the manager of the day-to-day 10 Q. During your time on the Leo Benevolent
11 affairs of the association and the treasurer, 11 Associafion, how many priests were on the board
12 Q. During those years that you were managing the 12 gencrally?
13 day-to-day aflairs of' the Leo Benevoient Association, 13 MR. MAZZEOQO: At any given tiine?
14 did you also have a parish assignment as well? 14  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
15 A. Yes. 15 Q. Yeah, I mean has it -- has it always remained
16 Q. Who -- who funds the Leo Benevolent Association? ;16 the same?
17 A. Those whao have the benefit of priestly ministry., |17 A. Yeah, it's about -- let's see, 1 think it's ;
18 The priests in 1878 voluntarily formed an association to : 18 about seven of us, and we have some volunteers that are
15 take eare of the sick and elderly in their midst, and 15 laypeople also, .
20 they are n separate corporation incorporated in the State 20 Q. Are the people that actually sit on the board,
21 of Wisconsin 1 think a year or twe after 1878, 21 arethey all -- all clergy of the Diocese ot Green Bay?
22 approximately about that time. You can find our charter 22 A. Tor the most part except for volunteers like a
23 with the State of Wisconsin. 23 few Iaypeople we've had over the years. And we've had
24 Q. And who -- what role does the Bishop of Green 24 attorneys that sat on the board with us,
25 25 Q. But during your -- during your time and your

Bay play in the Leo Benevolent Association?

Page 13
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1  experienec on the Leo Benevolent Assoeiation, the 1 Q. When -- when is the first time, if ever, that ;

2 majority of people on the board were always elergy of the 2 you served at the same assignment as John Feeney? :

3 Dioeese of Green Bay? 3 MR. MAZZEO: Objeet -- objeetion, lacks 1

4 A, Well, the assoclation, of our priest 4 foundation. ;

5  associntion, yes, 5 THE WITNESS: What is the question?

6 Q. Buf those -- those elergy -- 6 BY MR. FINNEGAN:

7 A. They are all -- 7 Q. Sure, Iean ask it again. Have you ever served

8 Q. -- all pricsts of the diceesc? 8  at any parish with Jolm Feeney?

9 A. --incardinated in the Diocese of Green Bay, 9 A. Yes. :
10 Q. Thanks. Do they do -- does the Leo Benevolent 10 Q. When is the first tiine that you served at a ,
11  Assoeiation handle anything clse besides eharity to -- to 11  parish with John Feeney?
12 their fellow priests? 12 A. You mean the year, the date, the year? !
13 A, No, that's pretty much it, We cover not only 13 Q. Orif you remember the parish, we ean start with
14 yetirement but disability as well. 14 that,
15 Q. Where does the Leo Benevolent Assoeiation get 15 A, Well, yeah, it was at St. Therese.
16  themoney to do its eharitable works? 16 Q. Isthatin Appleton? 2
17 MR. MAZZEQ: Asked and answered. 17 A. Yep.
18 THE WITNESS: We are determined to have 18 Q. Other than St. Therese in Appleton, was there <
19  the Leo Benevolent Assoeiation funded by those whoarea 119 ever any other assigninents where you served at the same%
20  benefit from the ministry of priests, whieh would be ihe 20  time that John Feeney was there? ‘:
21 people of God and the Dioeese of Green Bay. And with 21 A. No,

22 most of the priests being pastors, we -- we have operated 22 Q. Did - during the time at St. Therese, did you
23 the Leo Benecvolent on a cost basis. They are very 23 live with John Feeney?
24 sensitive to, you know, the taxation of people and the 24 A. Wealllived iu the same house, all the priests
25  eost to the people of God, so we have always tried to 25 did.
Page 15 Page 17

1  operate on what they eall a current normal eost, as cheap 1 Q. Was it ealled a reclory then or was it a

2 aswecando it or as inexpensive as we can do it. 2 separate house at St. Therese?

3 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 3 A, It's called a rectory.

| Q. Father, I'd like to focus on John Feeney here 4 Q. Was it attached to the church at St. Therese?

5  fora little while. When was the first time that you can 5 A, Yes. Physically in every way, I guess you'd

6 remember meeting Jolm Feeney? 6 say.

7 A. Some years aiter I was ordained, Takes a while 7 Q. Any other times besides Si. Therese in Appleton

8  to get to know the priests in the diocese, 8  that you lived in the same facility as John Feeney?

O Q. Do you remember -- do you have a memory of how 9 A. No. Except perhaps on retreats or something
10 you first eame into eonlact with him? 10 Jlike that. *
11 A. No, I don't remember the [irst time, 11 Q. Who else lived at the rectory at St, Thercse in ?
12 Q. Are you -- would you consider John Feeney a 12 Appleton, ifanyone, besides you and John Feeney?
13  friend of yours? 13 A. It changed over the years.

14 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection as to time frame, 14 Q. Do you remember anyone else that lived with

15 Do you understand the question? 15 you?

16 THE WITNESS: Well, generally when you're 16 A. Twas there nine ycars. Yes, Father Milbovrow,

17  apriesl, all your priests are your fiiends, Then there 17 Father Coleman, Father Dainan, Fatler Samborski, Fatheg
18  are priests that you choose as friends who share your 18 ... :
19 [ikes and dislikes. 1 have hunting friends and fishing 15 Q. Did -- did any of the priests that you just

20 friends and golfing fifends and so on, you know. Heis |20  mentioned, do you remember any of them living with --

21 not one of those, okay. 121 with you and John Feeney at St Theresc?

22 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 22 A. No. These -- these were diflerent priests that

23 Q. s he someone that historicaily that you've 23 came and went -- came and went over the years, you know/’
24 socialized with outside of your priestly duties? 24 so I don't know their eonncetion. Well, I suppose you
25 A. No, 25 could get it down to the years, John Feeney was there ’
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1 about-- about a year and a half or two years, something | 1 A. Wehad construction while hie was there, and so
2 like that. 2 he moved around, you kuow, from one to the next.
3 Q. Do you remember what years or year, year and a 3 Q. Didhe -~
4 half or two years, whieh years it were at -- 4 A. He was to the front of the house.
5 A. No, I dou't remember, but I suppose 1 conld sit 5 Q. Was John Feeney always on the seeond floor
6 down and figure it out, 6  during the time that he was at St. Therese at the
7 . Do you remember what year you were assigned to 7 reetory?
8 St Theresein Appleton? 8 A. His bedroom?
9 A, 1958, 9 Q. His bedroom, yes.
10 Q. That was your first assignment? 10 A, Yes,
11 A. Huh? 11 Q. And was your bedroom always on the second floor
12 Q. That was your first assignment? 12 during the years --
13 A. My first assignment. 13 A. Mine was on the back side, his was on the front
14 Q. So you were (here until approximately 19677 14 side.
15 A. That's vight, nine years, 15 Q. And both of -- both of you were always on the
16 Q. And you were an associate at St. Therese? 16  second floor at St. Therese rectory?
17 A, Yes. 17 A, Ol yeal,
18 Q. And John Fecney was also an associate at St, 18 Q. During that time when you lived with John Feeney
19  Therese? 19  at St. Therese, did you consider hinm one of your friends
20 A, Yes, 20 at that poinl?
21 Q. What was the -- during the time that John Feeney 21 A. Yes, we were always on a friendly basis, so 1 :
22 and you lived at the rectory at St. Therese, do you 22 would say he was a friend. We shared athletic games and
23 remember what lhe layout was as far as where the bedrooms: 23 stuff in the parish and so on, you know. We were not at ||
24 were at the rectory? 24 loggerheads or anything like that.
25 A, Yenh, I know where all the bedrooms were and 25 Q. Do you know why -- why John Feeney left St.
Page 19 Page 21
1 whbhere the living room was and all this and that -- 1 Therese after the one and a half or two years?
2 Q. Could you -- 2 A, T think the --1 think the pastor asked to have
3 A, -- offices. 3 him removed because he felt that -- and this is the
4 Q. Couid you explain it for me, the layout of -- 4 reason why he was moved so many times, hie had a
5 was there more than one floor to the rectory? We'll 5  tendency -- well, he didn't -- he didn't have any reason
6  start with that. Was there -- was it one floor, two 6 for the pastor to move hin between the pastor and :
7 floors, three floors? 7 himsell, and it was -- T think it wns mainly beeause the |:
8 A, Two floors, well, and a hasement, 8  pastor felt that he was -- ;
9 MR. MAZZEO: And 1 would just object, have 9 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection.
10 astanding objection as to the -- this line of 10 MR. FINNEGAN: He's in the middle of his
11 questioning regarding the layout of the rectory. 11  answer here, Pete, and --
12 MR. FINNEGAN: What's the legal basis? 12 MR, MAZZEQ: And with regard --
13 MR. MAZZEQ: You can -- relevancy., 13 MR, FINNEGAN: -- let hiin finish his
14 MR. FINNEGAN: Fair enough. 14 answer out.
15 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 15 MR. MAZZEQ: -- to what the pastor fell,
16 Q. Two floors and a basement at the rectory at St. 16  I'm going to object as to speculation as to the state of
17 Therese? 17 mind.
18 A. Yes. 18 MR. FINNEGAN: Yeah, standing objection,
19 Q. And were the bedrooms at the rectory, were those 19  Go ahead, Father, Now thal Counsel's interiupted you, do |
20  on the second floor? 20 youremember where you are? ‘
21 A, Some, One was dowu -- let's sce, there was -- 21 MR. MAZZEQ: You were saying the pastor
22 tbere was one downstairs and there was one, two -- four : 22 felt.
23 of them upstairs. 23 THE WITNESS: Well, I'll dramatize it for
24 Q. Do you remember where John Feeney's bedroom was| 24 you, 1 drove the pastor to -- on retreat when all the
25 at that time when you were both at St. Therese? 25 priests were on retreaf, and one of his friends said,
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1 Well, Lenny, I haven't seen you for a long time, how you 1 A, Well, --
2 been, you're looking really good. And he shook hands and] 2 MR. MAZZEO: Objection, vague.
3 hesays, How's Feeuey? In other words, that e was stuck | 3 THE WITNESS: That they personally were
4 with that and that was communicated right there, you 4 having problems?
5  know, and so because his personality was such that it was | 5 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
&  so strong, he was a very brilliant guy, John Feeney was, 6 Q. Yeah. I'mean did anybody report to you when you
7 and the pastor made a mistake, John would tell him about | 7 werc at St. Therese that they were having problems with
8 it, you know, and so he was hard to bear, T see that the 8  lohn Feency?
9  media with the whole problem that lohn got into, they -- 9 A. Well, because of s personalily, they thought
10 the big thing is his sexuality when we all know it's his 10 le was fantastic, but he couldn't stand his guts, There
11  personality getting under the skin of pastors, and so the 11 weren't many in between,
12 pastors bad him out of there. 12 Q. Did -- during the time that you weie at St.
13 BY MR, FINNEGAN: 13 Therese, did you ever bear anything negative about John
14 Q. So you think -- is it your opinion that all the 14  Feeney and his involvement with children?
15  -- all the sexual stuff that's come up about Feeney that 15 A. Hewas very much involved with sports, and so as
16 if's all inade up? 16 Tfar as high sehool kids and all this and that, you know,
17 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, misstates the 17 he had a good relationship with them,
18 witness's testimony. 18 Q. Anything that -- did you hear anytbing that was
19 THE WITNESS: 1don’t know about that. 1 19  negative, have any negative connotation involving Feeney
20 don't know about that, But I do know that his abrasive 20 and youth?
21 personality, you know, to the on¢ in charge was always -- |21 A, Well, with people that couldn’t stand his guts
22 was a -- it was a constant, you know, and so, you know, 22 and people that thought he was fantastic, I've heard it
23 we just accepted that, that's who he was and, you know. 23 all
24  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 24 Q. What did you hear about lohn Feeney that was
25 Q. Did you have any -- any problems with him at St. 25 negative with kids during that time?
Page 23 Page 25|
1 Therese, with loln Feeney? 1 A, Well, I started a Litile League within -- we had
2 A. Me personally? 2 three classes of every grade level so lots of kids, 1200
3 Q. Yeah, you personally. 3 Kkids, and I started a touch loothall league amongst -- in
4 A. Did I personally have any prohlems with him? 4 - in-house, yon know, amongst the grades. And John &
5  Well, I learned not to ride with him as we went to hall 5  would go out there and play quarterback for every team h
6  games beeause e had a tendeney to go through red Lghts.: 6 could, which kind of spoiled it, and so there was ;
7 So, you know, that was about it. Se 1 learned not to do 7 complaints about that, you know,
8 that. And he'd get up just hefore lie would have the next 8 Q. Anything besides him playing quarterback that --
9  mass and he'd say, Bob, what did you preach about today? 9 A. Yeah, well, just —
10 Aud the bishop was assigning the topics, then I would 10 Q. Any other complaints?
11 tell him what the topic was and then he'd say, What 11 A, Imposing himscll, you know, on the -- on the
12 did you say, what did you say? And I would tell him, 12 whole athletic scene therve.
13 give him an outline of my homily. What's your main point: 13 Q. Anything else that you heard negative aboul tohn
14 again, what's your main point? And he'd go out there and; 14 Feeney and his involvement with yonth during the time at
15  preach my sermon better than I did in about five minutes, | 15 St Therese?
16  Idon'tknow if that's a problem. 1t was odd. 16 A, Well, people had their different opinions, so,
17 Q. Was that Ed -- Ed Wagner that was the pasior at 17 yon know, there would he a lot of different opinions. He
18 Si Therese? 18 wasa forceful personality, you kuow, very talented and
19 A. Yeah. 19 so on, so I never registered any of the -- insofar as
20 Q. He's -- he's passed away, is that correet? 20 their importance, you know, any negativitics that --
21 A, Oh, yeah. 21 there's got to be negativity about everyhody, Nobody is
22 Q. Did-- did you ever hear anything from any of 22 -- plenses cverybody at any one time. We priests are
23 the parishioners that they were having problems with John 23 very scnsitive to that, we can't please them all, yon
24 Feeney ai all when you were at -- when you were at Si. 24 know,
25 25 Q. Tunderstand. Any --

Therese?

h
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Page 26 Page 28 ;
1 A. So, yon know, that's -- that's all I wanted to 1 with John Feeney, did he ever discuss with you any sexual
2 say about it, you know, 2 relations that he had had with anyone?
3 Q. Did -- was therc ever any point when you were at 3 A. No, he never diseussed any sexnal relationships
4 St. Therese or any point that you were eoncemned about 4 with me that I knew of, you know.
5  John Feeney's involvement with the boys at St, Therese? 5 Q. Did you -- did you ever hiear about Jolm Feeney
6 MR. MAZZEOQ: Objeetion, laeks foundation, 6  swimming with any of the boys at St. Therese in the nude? |;
7 speeulation. 7 A, Oh, yeah, hot summer, private pools and so on.
8 THE WITNESS: Well, he would -- well, T 8  Well,if he was -- so I've heard that, yon know,
9  knew about his driving, and sometimes he'd have a ear 9 Q. Didn't that concerm you at all?
10 full of' kids going to a ball game or something, you know, {10 A, Well, it was a matter of prudence, and he was
11 and T always was eoncerned about that, you know, andnot | 11 quite bereft in prudence, you know, that's the way I
12 agoodexampleand... 12 looked at it.
13 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 13 Q. Isthat something that you ever did?
14 Q. Did it ever seem to you at that point, Father, 14 A. Inever discussed that with him or anything like :
15  at St. Therese that Father Feeney had, you know, much 15 that, yon know. :
16  more than normal interest in boys? 16 Q. Did you ever discuss it with -- with Father
17 A. No, that didn't -- that didn't oceur to me, you 17 Wagner? A
18  know. I--Ithought he had a lot more interest in boys |18 A, No. Having been in the military and so on, we
13 than in girls always, you know, but I thought that wasa { 19  always swam in the nude, so it wasn't a big deal for e,
20 normal situation. It wasn’t something abnormal, you 20 you know,
21 know. 21 Q. Did -- did you swim in the nude with boys at St.
22 Q. Did he -- to your knowledge, did he ever have 22 Therese?
23 any hoys in his rectory bedroom with himm? 23 A. DidI?
24 A, Not te my knowledge, 24 Q. Yeah.
25 Q. Did anybody ever tell you that, that John Feeney 25 A. No, [ didn't, but in the military I did all the
Page 27 Page 29|
1 had boys in his rectory bedroom? 1 time. They didn't want to have fibers clogging up the
2 A. No. 2 systems in the swimming pool and so on, and I was helng
3 Q. Did you ever hear about -- 3 trained as a pilot in the Navy and we had to know how to
4 A, And, you know, our rooms up there were 4 swim,
S interconnected and s¢ on, you know. There weren't Jecked 5 Q. And do -- do you think that there's a difference
& doors between us, you know, so wide open. 6  bebween a group of adult men thal are in the military all
7 Q. Did you ever hear about John Feeney going to 7 swimming nude logether versus an adult priest swimming
8  visit some of the boys' houses from the St. Therese 8  with boys in the nudc?
9 parish at night? 9 A. Yeah, I would say that that wasn't a prudent
10 A. Not to my knowledge, I mean he — there were 10 thing to do, you know, even (tough I was -- [t was part
11 haskethall games inte the evening and so on and he was 11 of my training and I was accustomed to it. And I think
12 hauling kids around and stuff like that, you know, coming | 12 that Father John theught he was God's gift to young
13 back from a game or something like that, But I don't 13 people, I heard some of his talks on retreats, you know,
14 know that be was making special -- speeial visits with 14  he disarmed them abeut their fear and uptightness over
15  particular individuals or anything like that. 15 sexnality. He was aiways right upfiont, yeu know, But 1
16 Q. Never heard that from anybody? 16 would say that I never heard him say anything that - let
17 A. 1 thought it was kiud of a general - his 17 me say it this way: With my backgrouud there was an :
18  rciationship was on a very genernal basis. 18  openness and acceptance to swimming in the nude {rom m];
19 Q. Were there any -- any boys in partieular during 18 military expericuce, and so I didn't see it a problem.
20 thetime that you were at St. Therese wilh John Fecrey 20 Somcbody's mother might think it was a problem.
21 that -- that he seemed lo be interested in more than the 21 Q. Did anybody -- any mothers ever report to you
22 other boys? 22 that they were concerned about John Fecney --
23 A, Not to my knowledge because I wasn't there to 23 A. No.
24 moniter John Feeney, so I don't knew, you know, 24 Q. -- swimming in the nude?
25 A. No. Not that I can remember,

25

Q. During the time that you were at St. Therese
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1 Q. Any -- any fathers, any dads ever report to you 1 could spcll it, I've heard that, you know. And I thought
2 that they were concerned about their sons swimming in the 2 that that was part of John's way of disarming people from |:
3 nude with John Feeney? 3 Dbeing up so tight ahout their sexuality,
4 A, Not to my knowledge. 1 can't remember, 4 Q. Thal was -- at (he time you considered that lo
5 Q. What about John Feeney showering in the locker 5  beimprudent for John?
&  rooms after games in the nude with boys, did you ever 6 A. Well, I would -- I would think it would be
7 hear about that? 7 Imprudent, yeah,
8 A. [ heard something about towel snapping or B MR. MAZZEO: And I would just --
9 something like that, vou know. 9 THE WITNESS: And some others may not.

19 Q. What -- what did you hear aboul towel 10 MR. MAZZEQ: | would just cbjeet and move

11 snapping? 11  te strike the prior auswer by Father Vandenberg insofar

12 A. That it was going on, you know, that -- how kids 12 as it's not based on his own personal knowledge, il's

13 are, you know. 13 based on hearsay.

14 Q. Who -- who told you about the towel snapping? 14 BY MR. FINNEGAN:

15 A. I ean't remember, 15 Q. Do you remember the -- did you hear that more

16 Q. Do you remember, did-- did you hear that John 16  than once or just one time that John Feeney had asked a

17 Feeney was doing the towel snapping to the boys? 17 boy to spell penis or if he eould spell penis?

18 A. Not directly, bnt I think it was -- might have 18 A. I only heard that onee.

19 Dbeen implied. I don't know. 19 MR. MAZZEQ: Same objeclion to the extent

20 Q. Did that concern you at all? 20 that it's not based on Father Vandenberg's --

21 A, Well, not exaetly. I just kind ol wrote it off. 21 MR. FINNEGAN: T'li give you a standing

22 It's part of his personality, you know. I wasn't there 22 objection on those.

23 to monitor hlm or correet him or, you know, ask him about 23 MR. MAZZEQ: -- personal -- personal

24 that staif, 24 knowledge.

25 Q. You definitely didn't think it was prudent for a 25 BY MR, FINNEGAN:

Page 31 Page 33

1 priest{o engage in towel snapping -- 1 Q. You can answer the question. You may have. Did
2 A, No,I-- 2 -- did you hear that more than once or just once? ;
3 Q. -- with ehildren? 3 A. Once, I think, maybe twice, I den't know, Maybe |-
4 A. -« I wouldn't think it would be prudent, you 4 more than one pevson, you know. But like I saild, you |-
5  know. 5  know, my orientation to all of that was affectecd by my
6 Q. Was -- was it Xavier High School in Appleton 6  military experience and so on, so it didn't upset me, yon
7 ihat was -- or in De Pere that was kind of the high 7 know,and.,.
8  school that a lot of the kids went to? 8 . Do you remember the -- and I just want a yes or
9 A. Yes. 9 1o on this, do youremember the name of the mather that

10 Q. And did -- duripg the time (hat you were at St. 10 told you that? 1 don't want you to say the name out

11 Therese, was Johin Fecney also involved with Xavier High |11 loud, but just if you remember it, yes or no.

12 School? 12 A, Yeah.

13 A, Ithink only on a veluntary basis. He was 13 Q. When -«

14 friends of the coach, coaches there and etcetera, hecanse ; 14 A. She had been our cleaning Iady in the rectory

15  he was very much into athletics. 15  for some time.

16 Q. Did -- did you ever hear about John Feeney 16 MR, FINNEGAN: Let me, if we can, I'd like

17  asking sexual questions of children at any point when you 17  to have him write that name down. I don’i neeessarily

18  were at St. Therese? 18  want to put that name oul there if it's a potential

19 A, You mean in a formal way in a classroom? 19  survivor, potental victim. What I'd like to do is just

20 Q. Anyplace. 20  create a separate picce of paper here. We can make

21 A, Well, I -- I heard -- I'd have to say ns a 21 eopies of it, make it an exhibil. Does that work for

22 special -- I think I may have heard of one family, the 22 you?

23 mother saying something about Joln asking if -- il a kid | 23 MR. MAZZEO: That's -- that's fine, no,

24 could spell penis, yon know, and -- or he asked the kld {24 yeah.

25 if he knew what that was and that it had a name and if h¢ 25 MR. FINNEGAN: I think some of the letters

i
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Page 34 Page 36 [:
1 arealready uscd, so I'm just going to go with Exhibit E. 1  reported this to you dircetly or did you overhear this
2 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 2 woman reporting it (o someone else or did you hear it
3 Q. Father Vandenberg, what I've done here is 3 from somecne else that this woman had reported it?
4 ereated another doeument and put Exhibit E at the bottom L MR, FINNEGAN: Asked and answered, but you
5 andaNe. | up here. What I'd like you to do is write 5 can answer it again.
6  the name of the mother who had told you about John Feeney. 6 THE WITNESS: It was hearsay, and -- but !
7 either asking the child to spcll penis or asking whether 7 knew this woman, you know, and --
8  ornot he could spell penis. And [ don't want you to say 8 MR. MAZZEQ: When you say hearsay, she
9 the name on the record, 9 didn't report it to you dircetly?
10 MR. MAZZEO: And just so wc're clear with 10 THE WITNESS: Neo.
11 regard to this exhibit, it's your intention to attach 11 MR, MAZZEO: Okay.
12 this to the deposition transcript? 12 THE WITNESS: She didn't -- in other
13 MR. FINNEGAN: No. 13 words, if that was reported to me personally as a cleric
14 MR. MAZZEOQ: Okay. 14 orasapricst, I think I would have to not answer the
15 MR, FINNEGAN: My intention is to make a 15  question because of my professional pesition.
16  copy so that we both have a copy of if but not -- not put 16 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
17  that name out there. 17 Q. And people -- any -- anylhing (hat anybody tells
18 MR. MAZZEO: Okay. 18  you as a priest, you can't talk about, is that your --
19 THE WITNESS: No, I'd prefer not lo sign 19  your position?
20 anything because iU's ail kind of hearsay stuff, you 20 A. Well, yeah, you know, If it was something done  |;
21 know. 21 in confidence, you know, confidentiality. And [ think if |:
22 MR. FINNEGAN: Well, we have a right to 22 [t's something like this, knowing that person, I think :
23 know what your knowledge is, and if you know the name of; 23 she would have expected confidentiality, yon know, so [
24 this woman, I'm asking you to write it on there, The 24 don't think [ can be involved with that.
25 procedure that -- that we're using, Father, is io try and 25 (. So you're refusing to write down the name or ;
Page 35 Page 37|
1 -<thereason why we're doing this is to profect that 1 give us the name. I'll ask you what -~ what is the name? |/
2 person's identity, and that -- that's the reason why I'm 2 Ifyou're not going to write it down, that was to try and
3 nothaving you say it out loud on the record. Thisis a 3 protect this person, but if you're going to not do that,
4 form that -- that I'm using so that we can hopefully 4 what's the name of ihe person thai you're talking about
5  protect that person. 5  here?
) MR. MAZZEQ: And 1 would just like to 6 MR, MAZZEO: I'd rather it not go on the
7 clarify something. Did you say that you have personal 7 record. I'd rather it --
8  knowledge that somcone told you that this woman, the 8 MR. FINNEGAN: So would I, but if he's
9 mother of the son, had reported this to you directly or 9  going to refuse to --
10 you overheard this woman saying it to someone? 10 MR. MAZZEQ: --I'd rather it remain
11 THE WITNESS: I can't discem if that is 11 confidential. If you put it on the paper, it will remain
12 hearsay or - 12 confidential, you understand?
13 MR. MAZZEQ: Well, don't worry about -- 13 THE WITNESS: Oh, I see.
14 MR. FINNEGAN: Regardless of what the -- {14 MR. MAZZEO: If you testify -- it you
15 MR, MAZZEOQ: Yeah, don't worry about the {15  testify openly to it, it's going on the record. The
16  term. 16  court reporter's to your right.
17 MR. FINNEGAN: -- what you're saying and 17 THE WITNESS: So this is, you know, this
18  regardless of even your question, I think that you have 118 s tough, you know, for me and -- and the confidentiality
19 the name, you know the name, I'd like you to write iton 119 of a parish priest, you know, and sometimes things are |
20 here, Father, on Exhibit E, please. 20 hearsay and sometimes they're not and sometimes they're|-
21 MR. MAZZEOQ: But for the record, lean ask ;21  iu a confessional and all that. Se, you know, you're -- :
22 him later, but T want -- since we're on this topic, I do 22 you're driving us on the spot.
23 want the clarification, Don't worry ahout whether it's 23 MR. FINNEGAN: Well, I think --
24 learsay or not. My question to you is | wanted to know | 24 THE WITNESS: You know.
25  if --if you had any -- if this woman, this mother, had 25 MR. FINNEGAN: -- John Feeney drove some |!
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Q. What -- what parish were you at at the time?
A. ['was at St. Paul's in Combined Locks. I was

Q. Do you remember, was -- was this conversation
that you had with Sharon Memryfield, was this during the
time that Feeney was at -- at her parish?

A, No, I think it was -- I think it was after, :
because he moved around pretty speedily. I think it was

Q. Do youremember if it was when John Feeney was
still here in the Diocese of Green Bay, living here?

A. That1don't-- can't remember efther. He might
-- hie might have been gone already to Los Angeles or
whercver he went, you Know.

Q. Did it -- did that eoncern you at all when
Sharon Merryfield told you that? :

A. No, because that it into his penchant for ,
disarming youth about being uptight about sexuality, yo

Q. Tell me more about that. He had a philosophy or
tell me more, anything that you know about that about him
disarming youth about sexuality and not being uptight

A. That was just my own personal opinion, you know
that's all. I don't know that it's not something :

Page 38
1 peopleinto a spof, but 1 don't need to argue about that, 1
2 MR. MAZZEQ: Objeetion to those 2
3 comments. 3 only there 34 years.
| THE WITNESS: He probably did. |
5 MR. FINNEGAN: Yeal. 5
6 MR, MAZZEQO: You don't have to -- there's 6
7 no question. You den't have to respond to that. 7
8 THE WITNESS: But -- 8
9 MR, MAZZEO: Father Vandenberg, -- 9 after.
10 MR. FINNEGAN: Do you want to take a 10
11 break? Do you want to talk to him? 11
12 MR, MAZZEQ: We can take -- we can take -- 12
13 oft'the record, please. 13
14 (A break was taken at this tine.) 14
15  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 15
16 Q. Father, there was some discussion off the rccord 16
17  now about whether or not you eould say the name, and [ 17
18  puess il's been decided that you can say the name. So 18
19 who was the person you were talk -- the family that 19  know.
20 you're talking about with the -- that you had heard had 20
21 -- 21
22 A, Well, this was -- did not bappen while I was at 22
23 St. Therese, so that's one distinetion right there, you 23 aboutit.
24 know. And Sharon DeBrune {(phonetic), was, oh, a young 24
25 woman or a teenager that cleaned our rectory. And latex 25
Page 39
1 years when she had childreu, she felt that she knew us 1 ¢hat...
2 pricsts hecanse she was in onr household there, you know, | 2
3 so she had John Fecney over, and that's wherc I heard it 3
4 from there, from her, 4
5 Q. So Sharon DeBrune told you ihat Feeney had asked 5  was.
&  one of her boys whether he could spell penis or asked him 6
7 tospell penis? 7
g A. Yeah. 8
9 Q. And when -- when did she telf you that? 9
10 A. Her -- she's married now, you know, and of 10
11 course with kids. And (his is way alter my St, Therese 11 know.
12 expericnce, you know. She grew up, got older, got 12
13 warried, had childreu and so on, and of cowrseshehada 113  he was at St, --
14 familiarity with us hecause she cleaned our house, so 14 A, Yeah.
15 that's her connection with Feency. 15 Q. -- St. Therese?
16 Q. Where -- where was this conversation Lthat you 16
17  had with Sharon? Her married name is Merryfield, is that 17 Kknow.
18  correct? 18
19 A. Yeah. 19
20 Q. Where -- where did you have this conversation 20
21 with Sharon Memyfield? 21
2z A. I'wouldu't recall that and [ was in my own 22
23 parish, a differcnt parish, and just bmmped into her or 23
24 something, shopping on the street, or, I don't know, you 24
25  know. 25

Page 41

Q. Whal -- what was your opinion based on, Father?
A, Well, it was -- it was in -~ in keeping with his
modus agendi, the way of acting, you know, the way le

Q. Sodid you -- did you hear about that when he
was at St. Thercse that -- that he had a way of speaking
to youth about sexuality that was disarming?

A. Well, he was involved with youth retreats and
different things like that, giving talks and so on, you

Q. So you did hear that at some pointwhen -- when

A. Yeah. And I thought 1 understood it, you

Q. Did you hear from anyone else besides Sharon
Moerryfield thal John Feeney had asked -- asked a child, a
youth, questions about -- about sexuality?

A. [ think it's kind of hard for me to discern from
Learsay and conversation, you know, [ heard that all
over, but neliody came to me specifically as a complaint |
or -- you know, but I just heard that in general. :

Q. Soin general during the time that John Feeney
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Feeney during the time that he was at St. Therese about
any of the things that you thought were imprudent that he
was doing with ehildren?

A, DidI?

Q. Yeah, did yon have a conversation with him?

MR. MAZZEQ: And I would just ohjeet to

the extent that it hasn't been established as to what
things he might have been doing that were -- would be
deemed imprudent, but to the extent you can answer it,

THE WITNESS: [ didn't take up -- [ don't
think 1 took up any personal thing that was happening fo
any person or to a kid or something with Iuim, had a
diseussion with him, no. Like 1 say, I listened to some
of his thoughts, you know, on youth retreats and --
but -- in other words, were things so bad that the people
were making aecusations against Feeney in his
relationships with their children personally that that
eame to me, is that what you're asking?

BY MR. FINNEGAN:

Q. You can answer that question, That wasn't what
| asked, but you ean -- what's the answer to that one?

A, Well, [ -« you know, I didn't get involved into
anything like that. It was all kind of general and ‘
upfrant, outside, public, everybody knew that, you know

25

. Did you ever have any conversations wilh John

Page 42
1 was at St, Therese, it's correct to say that you heard 1
2 that -- that Feeney would ask -- 2
3 A, Idon't know If that was after — after he was 3
4 at St. Thercese, yon know, 1 think it was after. Who 4
5  Dbrought things because he -- he moved around quite a bit. | 5
6 I was eoneerned about his being moved around, you know. 6
7 And I had a signal at the dinner table for him if he 7
8  started pusbing the pastor, which be was liable to do. 1 8
9 would go like this (indieating), He's making a cement 9
10 wall and the wall's getting higher and thieker, and he 10 you can.
11 shut up [ike he got hit with a two-by-four, yon know, 11
12 Dbecause hie was pushing the pastor. And then, of course, |12
13 Dbeing associates, then we would get vegulations and stuff | 13
14 you couldn't do. We're not [ree to act because the 14
15  authority was pusbed to the wall, you know, and madea {15
16  decision about it. And so I would signal to him to lay 16
17 offso that that didn't happen, you know, 17
18 Q. During the time that John Feeney was at St. 18
19 Therese, did you hear any -- any rumors from anybody at 19
20 the parish that -- that he was involved sexually with any 20
21 ofihe children at St. Therese? 21
22 A. Well, I think people werc asking about in 22
23 general, you know, about his prudence about that, Likel | 23
24 said, it depends upon where you're coming from. Guys 24
25 that have militavy experience, it was different than 25
Page 43
1 somcbody's mother, you know, And so In general, that's 1
2z all I'd have to say about that, 2
3 Q. And again, do you think -- do you see that 3
4 there's a difference between the military experience 4
5  where it's all adults and a situation where you have 5  point.
& adult priests and children? 6
7 A. Oh, yeah, I sec that, I sce that, yeah. You 7
8  know, 1 dou't know that our meaning is to discern whethery 38
9  sex edueation shouldn’t be in the hands of elergy or in 9
10 thbe hands of parents, you know, 1 don't think that'seour 10
11 purpose, 11
12 Q. During the time that John Feeney was at St, 12
13 Therese in Appleton, did you hear about him gofing on 13
14 ovemight, out-of-town trips with boys? 14
15 A. No, I don't think [ heard about that or observed 15
16 that or experienced that. 16
17 Q. Ever hear about him taking boys lo Cubs game, 17
18  Chicago Bears game, anything Hke that and siaying 18
19  overnight in a hotel? 19
20 A. He might have done that beeause he was very 20 did.
21 sports minded, Tdou't know. Or he would go downand 21
22 see a professional, Sonny Liston or somebody boxingor (22
23 something like that, but I don’t know that he had kids 23
24 with him, 24
25

Page 45|

You're asking me if there was a -

MR. MAZZEO: Well, wait for -- wait for
the question. [ would ask that it be restated or reasked
of lim because I'm not clear what the question is at this

MR. FINNEGAN: 1 think he was answering
his own question is what --

MR. MAZZEO: Well, whieh he did, --

MR. FINNEGAN: -- he was doing last.

MR. MAZZEQ: -- and then he went on to
answer I guess another question that was pending or that
was out there, so you can wait for the question to be
reasked or wait for a new question.

BY MR. FINNEGAN:

Q. Did you ever have any diseussions with any of --
any of the Christian brothers that were at Xavier High
School about John Feeney's involvement with boys?

MR. MAZZEQ: Objection as to time frame.

THE WITNESS: No, [ had -- I don't think I

BY MR, FINNEGAN:

Q. Your having any conversations with any -- any
teacher, coach, official at Xavier High School about Jolm
Feeney's involvement with youth at the high school?

MR, MAZZEQ: Objection as to vague.
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1 THE WITNESS: 1don't believe [ have. I 1 people about John Feency being involved with ehildren,
2 can't remember. 2 sexually involved with ehildren?
3 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 3 A, Well, yeah, some others, you know, people that
4 Q. Have you ever had any conversations with John 4 he was giving retreats, eteetera, you know, there was a
5  Feeney at any point since you've known him about any - 5 little of that in general.
&  any allegations of sexual improprieties on his part with 6 Q. Who were the -- who were the mothers and dads
7  youth? Have you had any conversations with him about ;| 7 that you had those conversations with?
8  that? 8 A, All kinds of -- all kinds of parishioners who
9 A, Tthink that infringes on my -- my professional ; 9  had kids of that age or that they were exposed to John
10 position as a priest, you know. 10 Feeney's theology or philosophy or, you know,
11 Q. So are you refusing to answer that question, 11 Q. And did -- did those parents tell you that Joln
12 Father? 12 Feeney had engaged in some sort of sexual contact with
13 A. Well, you know, yeah, I think that -- I don't 13 their children?
14 think I shonld be asked that question. 14 A, No, that I didn't -
15 Q. Well, you are asked that -- I did ask the 15 Q. What did -- what did they tell you?
16  question, it's still pending, I'd like you to answer it, 16 A, - that I dtdn't hear.
17  and what I need to know is if you're going to refuse to 17 Q. What did they lell you?
18  answer it? i8 A, Well, they just talked about it in general.
15 A. Would you repeat it? 15 Q. What did they talk about in general?
20 Q. Sure. Atany point have you ever had a 20 A. Boy, | don't llke when -- 1 eouldn't -- T
21 conversation with John Feeney about any of the 21 couldn't quote them, you know, at this stage of the
22 allegations of sexual improprieties on his part with 22 game,
23 youth? 23 Q. What did they -- what did they generally tell
24 A. No,-- 24 you?
25 MR. MAZZEQ:; And to the extent it entails 25 A. And how long age -- .
Page 47 Page 49
1 orit cncompasses the priest penitent, confession, 1 Q. I'm not asking for an exact quote, Father, *
2 confessional privilege, then I would ask the witness to 2 MR, MAZZEQ: You're not expected to guess
3 assert that it it does fall within that parameter. Go 3 cither, so only if you recall you can testify 1o it.
4 ahead. You can answer it 4 THE WITNESS: I can't recall really, you
5 THE WITNESS: No, I don't -- not that it 5 know, It's just all the conversation that was going on,
6  was somcthing between he and me personally. Youknow,Ii &  you know, so I wouldn't be able to specity.
T - 7 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
8 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 8 Q. Was there a good amount of conversation?
9 Q. What do you mean by that, Father? 9 A. No, there wasn't that much.
10 A, Well, I don't know. You know, there was general { 10 Q. Was this pretty soon after Feency feft St,
11 conversation and hearsay, this is especially after him 11 Therese?
12 Dbeing at St. Therese, you know, hut I don't think I ever |12 A. No, you know, [ wouldn't be able to put a time
13 gotinto any personal discussion with John while he was {13 on t.
14 Jiving at St, Therese -- 14 Q. But it was -- it was --
15 Q. What was the -- 15 A, Itwasa -- heeause it was a long time that I
16 A. -- about him having a persoual sexual 16  was at St. Therese and [t's always a long time that, yon
17 relationship with anybody. 17  know, after he was gone and -- and it was a long time
18 Q. But sometime atter he was at St. Therese, you 18 after he was shipped out and so on, so I --
18  did hear about that? 19 Q. But these were conversations that you heard --
20 A. Then sonte of -- after that, then some of that 20 A, Well, -
21 was talked about, and, you know, and so I picked that 121 Q. --when you were still at St. Therese, is that
22 stutf up. ButIdidu't ever have a personal conversation { 22 coreet?
23 with John about -- ahout that. 11e personally, you know,; 23 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, that misstates the
24 Dbeing involved with a kid, you know, 24 witness's testimony. He just --
25 . Did -~ but you have had conversations with other 25 THE WITNESS: I wouldn't be able to
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1 discem that. 1 Q. Youdon't know whether --
2 MR. MAZZEQ: Wait one sccond, Father. He 2 A. No, I'm not his regular confessor. I never was |
3 just testified that it was a long tiine after Feeney was 3 his regular confessor, no. I don't know who his
4 shipped out. 4 confessor was. But there were times when I was
5 DBY MR. FINNEGAN: 5  administering the sacraments for him, you know,
6 Q. I'm asking (he question. Was it -- 6 Q. When -- when did you administer the sacrament of |}
7 A, T'wouldn't be able to discern that, you know. I 7 confession for John Feeney? '
B wouldn't be able to discern that. 8 A, When?
9 Q. So Imean you were hearing about John Feeney for 9 Q. When.
10  years and ycars after yon were at St. Therese, is that 10 A. Well, now, is that getting into -- into the
11 your testimony? 11 seal?
12 A. Yenh, I guess you could say that, here and 12 Q. I'mnot asking you what was said in the
13 there, you know. 13 econfessional. !'m trying to -«
14 Q. What about -- 14 A. Did John come to confession to me or did he go
15 A. General conversation, you know. 15  to the other two guys that were there at Fox Lake?
16 Q. What about since -- since you were at St. 16 Q. I'masking you. I don't know.
17 Therese, you said that -- you said while you were at St, 17 A. Idon't think I could say one way or the ofher
18  Therese you never had a conversation with -- with John 18 in order to protect the seal of the confessional.
12 Feeney about his sexual activity with any youth. 19 Q. Was there ever a tiine that John Feeney came to
20 A. No. 20 you for confession?
21 Q. What about after St. Therese, have you had any 21 A. Idon’t think that that's a question I have to
22 eonversations with John Feeney about his sexual activity 22 answer.
23 with youth? 23 MR, MAZZEQ: Do you understand that he's
24 A. I think that would -- that pushes me again to -- 24 not asking you to testify to any conversalion or
25  Iserved as a sneramental minister to Feeney when he was25  confession that took place? .
Page 51 Page 53|
1 incareerated, and, in other words, I can't discern, you 1 THE WITNESS: Is he or isn't he?
2 know, say just on a friendly basis in conversation or 2 MR. MAZZEQ: He's not asking that.
3 whether I was his confessor or what. So 1 would ask to 3 THE WITNESS: Well, that's what it sounds
4 Deexcused from that kind of conversation or answeror | 4 like to me.
5  question in order o preserve the Integrity of the seal 5 MR. MAZZEQ: He's just asking if -- if’
&  of the confessional and spiritual dircetion that a clerie 6  John Feeney was at any point or when he was incarcerated
7  gives, whether to one cleric or another or other people, 7 was -- was --
8  yon know. I think that asking me that as I served asa 8 MR. FINNEGAN: The question was whether --
9 sacramental minlster when he was incarcerated at 9 MR. MAZZEQ: -- were you the eontessor?
10 Qutagamie County Jail as well as when I got involved at | 10 MR. FINNEGAN: -- did he ever come to you
11 Fox Lake on merey Sunday to hear confessions of the 11 for confession? Do you know the answer to that, Father?
12 prisoners and say mass with them with two other priests.; 12 MR. MAZZEQ: Hold on, exeuse me one sccond
13 So okay, how do you discern all that, you know? 13 before you answer Lhat. All vight. To the -- to (he
14 Q. let's-- 14  extent -- to the extent that Father Vandenberg believes
15 A. I'm the wrong guy to ask. I'm saying that I 15  that h¢'ll break the seal by admitting that Feency was --
16  would ask that professionally 1 be exempt from that kind 16 had contessed -- had been a -- had confessed to him
17  of a question. 17  anything, that -- I believe that's your understanding
18 Q. 1don't think that's -- that's possible here, 18  that that will break the seal?
19 but we'll try and -- try and break it down for you and 19 THE WITNESS: Well, like we just had a
20  sceif-- if' it does make some sense lo you. Atany 20  stafement in a -- in a bulletin --
21 point in your 50 plus ycars of priests, have you been 21 MR, FINNEGAN: Father, it you can herc,
22 John Feeney's confessor? 22 all that I'm trying to do is cstablish foundation and
23 A, At any point? 23 whether or not there is an actual privilege. I don't
24 Q. Any point. 24 belicve there is, but | want to know, you know, one, was
25 A, Idon't--Idon't know. 25  there a confession in a eonfessional situation, that's
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1 all that I'm trying to get at, when it happened. I'm not 1 A, Areyou intimidating me? !
2 asking what was said inside the confessional, and to 2 Q. Not at all, not at all, Father, All I'm trying
3 establish that, those are questions that are foundational 3 todois establish whether or not there was a eonfession,
4  guestons that you absolutely have to be able to answer. | 4 I'm not trying to badger you at all. I'm trying to be
5 MR. MAZZEO: [under -- I understand, and 5  fair with you, I'm not --
6  Ithink Father Vandenberg did respond to that by saying ;| © A, Idon't think I ean answer that,
7 that the conversations while John was incarcerated are 7 MR. MAZZEQ: Wait for the question --
8  protected by the seal, the confessional seal. 8 MR. FINNEGAN: Wait for the question and
9 MR. FINNEGAN: I don't think that's at all 9 then --
10 what he said and I'm trying to break that down, so . .. 10 MR. MAZZEQ: -- and I'll state my
11 MR. MAZZEO: Father Vandenberg, -- 11  objection on the record.
12 MR, FINNEGAN: Father -- 12 MR, FINNEGAN: -- and then you can -- you
13 THE WITNESS: Our - our diocesan bulletin {13 can answer it however you want or refuse to answer it.
14 wamed us about issning a certificate for first 14  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
15  eonfession, children that are seven, eight yearsoldand {15 Q. The question, Father, is at any point since .
16  said do not issue a certifieate that they made their 16  you've been a priest, have you ever heard John Feency's |
17 first confession because that would be tampering with thé 17 confession? :
18  seal of the eonfessional, Now, this came out in our 18 MR. MAZZEQ: Before you answer, let me
1% chancellor's bulletin to wam us priests about that, And {19  state an objection, To the extent that you're admitting
20 so this is what I -- you know, you're asking me -- 20 that you heard a confession breaks fhe seal, the priest
21 MR. FINNEGAN: Well, we -- we canraiseit j21  penitent privilege, and the seal of the confession, then
22 with the Court. What I'm going to need you to do then is{ 22 I'm going to ask yon to assert that right and that '
23 refuse to answer these questions and you can make the --1 23 privilege, not answer the question and I'm asking you fo
24 make the assertion of privilege if you want. I don't 24 invoke the priest penitent privilege. ;
25 think that the foundational questions at all iinpinge upen ; 25 THE WITNESS: Okay. I do. That's what
Page 55 Page 57|
1 that under the Wisconsin law. Might be differentunder { 1 I'm trying to say.
2 something else, but Wisconsin law [ don't think it does. 2  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
3 And all that I'm trying to do is find out whether or not 3 Q. So you're -- you're refusing to answer that
4 there was aciually a eonfession with John Feeney, I'n 4 question, Father?
5 ot asking you for the contents of it. Aud so, ong, have | 5 A, That's right. I don't think you havea --1
6  youever -- 6 doa't think you have -- what is your faith?
T THE WITNESS: Well, that, like I said, our 7 Q. I grew up Catholic, but we're not going to get
8  chancellor bulletin said do not issue a eertificate that 8  into that. We can get into it off the record here, but
% Little Joe made his first eonfession because that tampers ¢ 9 --
10 with the seal of the eonfessional. 10 A, Well, just -- so you should --
11  BY MR, FINNEGAN: 11 Q. Let's -- hold ou, Father.
12 Q. Well, then I'm going to ask you a question, 12 A, -- probably have a handle then on it
13 A. I'm just not telling you that. 13 MR. MAZZEQ: Father --
14 Q. Listen, all right -~ 14  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
15 A, You're asking me, did John Feeuey -- 15 Q. 1do, and [ don't think at all that whether or
16 Q. Father -- 16  nol semebody went to -- we're not going to argue about
17 A. -- come to me for coufessiou, 17 that, all right? Just listen to the questions. I'm
i8 Q. --Idon't want to -- I don't want to argue with 18  going to lay the foundation. You guys make your
19 you. Afllwant you to do is listen to the question. If 19  objeetions, and we'll make a clean record of it, all
20 you're going to refuse to answer it, that's fine, I don't 20  right, Father? So what -- what we're going to do now is
21 have a problemn with that. You can refuse to answer 21  I'm going to ask you some questious, and if you want to |,
22 anything that you want, You might have to take it up 22 refuse to answer them, that's fine. Like [ said, they
23 with the Court later, but it -- so let me answer the -- 23 caninstrucl you nol to answer, all right? At any point
24 ask the questions, you answer it however you want, they {24 in your priesthood, have you ever been Father John
25  ean make whatever objections they want -- 25 Feeney's regular confessor?
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1 MR, MAZZEQ: And I'll just -- just object 1 asto time frame, lack of foundation, speculation, lack
2 tothe extent it violates the priest penitent privilege 2 of personal knowledge, assumes facts not in evidence,
3 pursuant to canon [aw. 3  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
4 THE WITNESS: That answers it, I guess, 4 Q. You can answer.
5 hub? 5 A, Just don't have any recolleetion of that.
6  BY MR. FINNEGAN.: 6 Q. Let me -- let me go back to the confessional for
7 Q. Are you refusing to answer that quesiion, 7 alittle bit here, Father, and I'm not -- not asking
8  Father? 8  speeific to anyone, Fdjust like to know a little bit
9 A. Yeah, 8 more in general about (he sacrament of confession and
10 Q. Have you ever had any conversations wilh John 10  when (hat takes place. What's the -- what's the process
11  Feeney that you consider to he outside the confessional? ;11  for onc to come to you and establish a confessional, a
12 A, Any conversation with Joln Feeney outside the ;12 confession to you? What has to happen?
13 confessional? Well, living in the same house, we had 13 A. By aclerle or by a parishioner or by a child or
14  conversations all the time. 19 -
15 Q. Have you ever had any conversations with John 15 Q. lJust if you can explain the whole process to me.
16  Feeney about his sexual activity with youth outside of 16 A. How is the sacrament administered?
17  what you perceived to be the eonfession? 17 Q. Yeah, what -- what happens? T mean for someocne
18 A, 1don't think I could answer that 18 that doesn't know what -- what has to take place for a
19  professionally. 19 conversation with you to be considered a confession?
20 Q. Areyou refusing to answer that quesiion, 20 A. Well, when a priest sins, he can't look in a :
21  Father? 21 mirrer and give himself absolution, okay? Ile's got to gq
22 A. Yeah. 22 to another priest and say, Father, will you hear my
23 MR. MAZZEQ: Okay. And ]I would just -- 23 confession and confess to another priest, okay?
24 Faiher, ! would just -- to the extent it's not protected 24 Q. Sois that how -- in order for it to be a
25 by privilege, you're obligated to answer that question to 25  confession, does the penitent have to ask you, Father,
Page 59 Page 61
1  the exteut that you had any eonversations with John 1 will you hear my confession or something like that?
2 Feeney that are not proteeted by the priest penitent 2 A. No. Sometimes, you know, opportunities for the
3 privilege, 3 sacrament are set up in school and the whole class goes
4 THE WITNESS: Well, on a friendly hasis we 4 and they don't ask (he priests individually whether he
5 diseussed sporis and all kinds of things. 5 would hear their confessions, They all pass through him.
o MR. MAZZEQ: But the question was -- 6  It's somcthing like being run over by a truck.
7 MR. FINNEGAN: That wasn't my question. 7 Q. Was fhere everany lime that -- did you over
8 MR, MAZZEOQ: -- with regard to -- 8  administer the sacrament of confession lo Jolhn Feeney in
9 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 9 anactual confessional?
10 Q. Tl say it again, Father. Outside, so I'm 10 A. Well, confessional is a piece of furniture. In
11 asking you outside of -- of what you pereeive to be the 11 order to admiuister the sacrament of penance, you don't
12 confessional, owtside of that, have you ever had a 12 need to have furniture. I used to cenfess my sins to )
13 conversation willh John Feeney about his sexual activity | 13 Father McEvoy walking down Wisconsin Avenue at dMarquetie |-
14 with youth? 14 University in beiween classes, so there was uo
15 MR. MAZZEQ: AndI would just object to 15  confessional. Buses and trucks and people on the
16  time frame, but you -- you can answer. 16  skdewalk, and I wonld receive the sacranment of penance
17 THE WITNESS: I don't think so. I don't 17 from Father MeEvoy. So I'm trying to explain to you ifl
18  think so. Ijust assumed that there wasn't any, but I 18 ever — yon asked a question did [ ever have -
19  1nay have been naive. 19 administer the sncrament of penance In a confessional to
20 BY MR, FINNEGAN: 20 John Feeney, Well, if Lwas in a confessional and he
21 Q. Assumed that there wasn't any what, Father? 21 eame in there, yes. If[--but Ldon't know. And
22 A, Activity, sexnal activity as you say it, yon 22 sometimes yon have to realize that a canfessional is
23 Know, 23 Dbuilt so that there's privacy for the penitent and for
24 Q. Do you believe Feeney's innocent? 24 the priest, He doesn't know who's there. He doesn't
25 MR. MAZZEO: Objection as to -- objection 25 know sometimes il it"s male or female, so you know.
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1 Q. So the question again, Father, was whether or 1 sexually abused a child?
2 not you have any memory of John Feeney coming to you for, 2 A, Not to my knowledge. You mean in a regular
3 confession in an aetual eonfessional? 3 conversation?
4 A. No, I wouldn't, 4 Q. Anytime I'm asking.
5 MR. MAZZE(Q: Same objection as earlier. 5 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection to the extent it's
6 BY MR. FINNEGAN: & protected by the priest penitent privilege, so if you can
7 Q. What -- what was your answer, Father? 7 answer that, and [ think you did answer it. He said not
8 A. Tcouldn't answer that. I wouldn’t know. 8  to his knowledge.
9 Q. Has there ever been a time that you've heard 9 THE WITNESS: Yeal.
10 John Feeney's confession in an open contessional? 10 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
11 MR. MAZZEQ: Same objection, and to the 11 ). And then you qualifted it, so T'll ask you
12 extent it violates the priest penitent privilege pursuant 12 again. Did John Feeney ever tell you that he sexually
13 to canon law. 13 abused a child?
14 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 14 A, Not to my knowledge, ne I'd say.
15 Q. Do you have an answer? 15 Q. When -~ when, Father, when is the first time
18 A. I'd go with that. 16 that you heard John Feeney's confession? {
17 Q. Are you refusing to answer, Father? 17 MR. MAZZEO: Same objection. Objection to|:
18 A, Yenh. 18 the extent that il's protected by the priest penitent 1
19 Q. Do you understand what the term regular 19  privilege pursuant to canon law. Can you answer that
20 confessor is? 20  question, yes or no?
21 A, Ithink I de. 21 THE WITNESS: Well, you answered it for
22 Q. And what -- what is that, Father? 22 mne.
23 A, Well, that would be a priest confessor that 23 MR. MAZZEO: 1 made an objection. Ifit's
24 would be chosen by a penitent on a regular basis. And {24  protected by the privilege, then you can state that.
25  the penitent has discretion as to whom he wants to 25 THE WITNESS: Okay. The clergy priv --
Page 63 Page 65 |
1 rcceive -- through whbom he wants to receive the 1 the clergy privilege.
2 sacrament. It's all at the discretion of the penitent. 2 BY MR. FINNEGAN: ]
3 Q. Has John Feeney ever told you, Father, that -- 3 Q. What's -- what's the clergy privilege now,
4 that he sexually abused a child? 4 Father, what's that? Is that something different or is
5 A. I'wouldn't he able to answer that question 5  that--
6  whether -- what happened or not. 6 A. Protected by the professional and seal of the
7 Q. I'm not asking you what happened. I'm asking 7 confessional principal, | wouldn't he able to answer
8  you did John Feeney ever tell you that he sexually abused 8  that.
9 achild? 9 Q. So you're refusing to answer that guestion?
10 MR. MAZZEQO: You can answer it to the 10 A. Right.
11 extent that it's not proteeted by the pricst penitent 11 Q. Is there a difference between the confessional
12 privilege. 12 privilege and this clergy privilege that you're talking
13 THE WITNESS: I won'l-- I won't be able 13 about?
14  to discern that. See, this -- this gets -- 14 A. Under the senl of the confessional, a priest
15 BY MR, FINNEGAN: 15 would give his life before he reveals what he heard in a
16 Q. Can you explain that to me, Father? 16  conlessional, okay, or that a person was there. He
17 A, Well, there's a professional relationship that a 17  doesn't have to reveal whether a person came to him or
18 priest has with whoever comes to him and confidentiality; 18  not,
19  and so on. And as far as being a regular confessor, [ 19 Q. Did you understand my question, Father? My
20 think I probably have served that for some people in the : 20 question was: Is there a difference -- you just said
21 past, but I would not be able to say that I was regular 21 that therc was a clergy privilege, and I'm asking whether
22 confessor for John Feeney. 22 ornot--
23 Q. That wasn't -- wasn't my question, Father. 1 23 A. Oh.
24 think we asked -- asked that one and answered it before. 24 Q. --there's a difference between this clergy
25  The question was: Did John Feeney ever tell you that he 25  privilege and the eonfessional privilege?
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1 A. Well, the clergy privitege, many people come to 1 these questioning. I'm not trying lo badger you at all.
2 the priests in confidence as a professional, and so to he 2 You're refusing to answer them, so legally | need to
3 proflessional he can't reveal what people have entrusted | 3 establish where you're drawing those lines. Is there
4 to him. 4 somme sort of seal that you do generally in the confession
5 Q. And this -- this -- 5  that -- that makes it a confession, makes it within the
6 A. That's different than the seal of the 6 priest penitent?
7 confessional, you know, hat it's still -- you're a 7 A, [ don't understand your question.
8  professional man yourself, you ought to -- ought to 8 Q. I'm-- 'm just asking generally about the --
9 know what that means, 9 about the confessional and what -- what makes a
10 Q. Are you -- are you refusing to answer some of 10  conversation a confessional versus the other confidential
11  these questions on he basis of -- of this clergy 11 talk that you had talked about before whieh you were
12 povilege? 12 saying was the elergy privilege.
13 MR. MAZZEQ: And I -- | think we need some ;13 A, Tean't answer you. I can't answer your
14  clarification as to the clergy privilege. Is it a clergy 14 question.
15  counseling type privilege where you act as a counselor? 15 MR. MAZZEQ: Do you understand the
16 THE WITNESS: A clergy privilege, yes, and 16  question? He's asking you generally the difference
17  the seal of the confessional, yes, there's a difference. 17 between the priest penitent privilege and the clergy
18  But, you know, on what basis am [ refusing to answer? 18  counscling privilege.
19  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 19 MR. FINNEGAN: 1'd say that the counseling
20 Q. Yeah. Are you asscrting that the elergy 20 was in his answer, but you can go ahead, Father.
21 vprivilege is preventing you from answering some of these {21 THE WITNESS: What's the difference?
22 questions? 22 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
23 A. Sure, I can say that. 23 Q. Yeah.
24 (. Beforc -- before John Feeney was in either ot 24 A. What's the difference between confession and a
25 the jail or prison facility, had you cver hcard his 25 personal professional responsibility?
Page 67 Page 69|
1  confession before that? 1 Q. Yeal.
2 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, assumes factsnot | 2 A. Not wuch,
3 inevidence. 3 Q. What are the -- are there any tormal things that
4 THE WITNESS: Yeah,. 4 --that are done to make something into a confession?
5 MR. MAZZEQ: And to the extent it violates 5 A. Well, [ don't kuow. A person asks will you hear
6  the priest penitent privilege -- & my confession, that's -- that's it, If a person comes in
7 THE WITNESS: That's right. 7 and just wants counseling, that's it, but it's still
8 MR. MAZZEQ: -- pursuant to canon law., 8  under a professional relationship.
9 THE WITNESS: You're pushing me on the -- 9 Q. Has John Feeney ever asked you, Father, will you
10  my professional position and especially on the seal of 10 hearny confession?
11 the confessional and [ prefer not to answer. 11 MR. MAZZEO: Objection to the extent it
12 MR. MAZZEO: And the questions are 12 violates the priest penitent privilege pursuant to canon
13 bordering since they've been repetitive along this area 13 law.
14 ofthe priest penitent privilege, they're bordering on 14 THE WITNESS: Ycah, that's a violation of
15  harassment and argumentative with the witness. 15 thescal what you're asking me. We can't even -- and we
16 THE WITNESS: Very good. I'd agree with 16  are counseled against cven putting out a certificate for
17 that. 17  achild that they made their first confcssion because
18 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 18 that's an infringement -- infringement on the seal.
19 ). Arc you refusing to answer that question, 19  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
20 Father? 20 Q. Do you understand that --
21 A, Yes. 21 A, Now the questions you're asking --
22 Q. And, Father, and counsel -~ counsel obviously 22 Q. This question is --
23 knows, bul what I'm trying to do is establish some 23 A. --are-- are improper, they're not -- you're
24 foundation for what the -- whaf these lines are that 24 not--
25  you're drawing, aud that's -- that's why I have to ask 25 Q. I'm asking you whether or not John Feeney ever
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1 said those words to you? And if the answer is no, that 1 Q. Did you ever have any conversations with John
2 doesn't violate the privilege, is that right? 2 Feeney outside the confessional that dealt with -- with
3 MR, MAZZEQ: Same objection. 3 any problems that he had with youth?
4 MR. FINNEGAN: The question -- 4 A, Treally don't recall.
5 MR. MAZZEO: You can answer it if you can. 5 Q. Gencrally, Father, is there a way to discern
[ THE WITNESS: You know, let's get off 6  whether a eonversation is a confession or whether it's
7 this, you know. You know, this is -- you're | think out 7 somefhing outside the sacrament?
8 ofbounds. B MR. MAZZEOQ: Objection, asked and
9  BY MR, FINNEGAN: 9  answered, but you can answer,
10 Q. T'in trying to establish where these lines are 10 THE WITNESS: Okay. To confecta
11  that you've drawn, Falher, and it's -- it's -- and | 11  sacrament, there has fo be matier and form, The matter
12 understand it's frustrating for you -- 12 s false or sins actually commitied that arc eonfessed
13 A, Well, if you don't understand, that's your 13 by the penitent and the words of absolution by the
14 problem, okay, but I'm -- I'm not giving in, okay? If {14  priest.
15  you don't understand them, that's youwr prohlem. 15  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
16 MR. MAZZEQ: I'm going to ask that we take 16 Q. Did you ever have any conversations with John x
17 abreak at this time, 17 Feeney about any altegations of sexual improprielies on :
18 MR. FINNEGAN: Sure. 18 his part where during that eonversation you did not give
19 (A break was taken at this time.) 19  words ot absoclution?
20  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 20 A. Not to my knowledge.
21 Q. Father Vandenberg, 1 want to start out asking 21 Q. Anything else that -- that are benclunarks or
22 you some questions about any conversations that you had {22 markers for what is a confession and what isn't a
23 with John Feeney outside the confessional, docs that -- 23 contession besides the manner and forms which you talked
24 A, All vight, 24 about, which is the penitent confessing his or her sins
25 Q. -- does that inake sense as far as a parameter? 25  and the priest giving words of absolution?
Page 71 Page 73|
1 A. Okay. 1 A, What about that?
2 Q. So I'm talking about stuff that's outside the 2 Q. s there anything else that hefps discern
3 confessional. Have you ever had any conversations with; 3  whether or not something's witlin the sacrament of
4 John Feeney about his sexual activity with youth outside; 4  confession versus outside the sacrament besides the
5  ofthe confessional? 5  penitent confessing his or her sins and the priest giving
6 A. Idon't reeall any. 6  words of absolution?
7 Q. Did you ever have ahy conversations with John b A. Not to my knowledge.
8  Feeney outside the confessional about his sexual 8 Q. Do you ever make notes of what's -- what's said
9 activity? 9  in the confessional?
10 A. I never disenssed his sexual activity with him | 10 A, Never,
11 . 11 Q. So anything that -- it's eorreet to say that
12 Q. Did you ever -- 12 anything that's written down would all be outside the
13 A, --thatT can remember. 13 contessional?
14 Q. Did you ever have any eonversations with John | 14 A. Twould -- yeah, I would say that.
15  Feeney outside the confessional that dealt with any of |15 Q. Did you cver --
16 the allegations against him made by youth? 16 A. I've had deaf pecople bring in their sins written
17 A. Not -- no, not that -- not that T can 17  down that were deaf and dumb, but nothing that I wrote|.
18  remember. 18 Q. Did -- did you ever take any notes or any -- jot
19 (). Did you ever have any conversations with John 19  down any thoughts during any conversations that you had
20 Feeney ontside lhe confessional that dealt with -~ that 20 with John Feeney?
21 dealt with his eriminal case? 21 A. Not to my knowledge.
22 MR, MAZZEO: Objection as to lack of 22 Q. Did you ever tel} anyone else or did you ever
23 foundation. 23 have any conversations with any fellow priests in the
24 THE WITNESS: 1don't recall. 24 Diocese of Green Bay about Feeney being accused of
25  BY MR. FINNEGAN; 25 scxually abusing kids?
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1 A. Thave joined in conversations about that, 1 Ingeneral terms and in a general way.

2 Q. How often? 2 Q. Did -- did you ever discuss with John Feeney the

3 A, Ihaveno--no idea. 3 deposition that he gave in these cases?

4 Q. Do you remember when the first time was that you 4 A. Idon't recall, John Feeney's reen out of the

5  had a conversation with any of your fellow priests of the 5  diocese for a long time, so I don't have much contact

&  Diocese of Green Bay about John Feeney being aceused of | 6 with him,

7 sexually abusing kids? 7 Q. How many times have you been to the prison to

8 A, No, 8  see John Feeney?

9 Q. Do you remember who -- who you talked to about 9 A. T'was not there to -- ever went there to see :
10 John Feeney being aceused of sexually molesting kids? 10 Joln Feeney. [ was there to accommodate Merey Sunday aq:
11 A. No. 11 the prison. !
12 Q. So as you sit here today, you can't remember -- 12 Q. How many times were you there on Mercy Sunday
13  it's eomect to say that you can't remember the name of 13 that you saw John Feeney?

14 any other priests that you've ever discussed John Feeney 14 A. Onee,

15  being accused of sexually molesting youth? 15 Q. And the -- the time thal you saw him, was that

16 MR. MAZZEQ: 1 just objcet to fime frame, 16  at Fox Lake Correetional?

17 THE WITNESS: I'm triends with all the 17 A, Was that at what?

18  priesis in the diocese, so I would not give any other 18 Q. The name of the prison.

19  personal names connccted with John Feeney. 15 A. Obh, Fox Lake, yeah. And before I went, I--

20  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 20 MR. MAZZEO: Wail for the question.

21 Q. You're refusing to give other names or -- 21 THE WITNESS: Okay,

22 A, Well, it's too big a hlur, yon know, Sure, I 22 BY MR. FINNEGAN:

23 discnssed things that came up that are public and se on | 23 Q. What were you going to say, Father, about before

24 with fellow priests in general, I'd say, yeab, okay. 24 you went lo Fox Lake?

25 Q. And what I'm asking you is do you remember the 25 A, 1sought the pastor of the place who's ;
Page 75 Page 77 |:

1  names of any of those priests that you've had discussions 1 respaonsible for the prisoners so that I had his knowledge|:

2 wilh? 2 of my being there and my administration of sacraments, |*

3 A. No. 3 Q. Anddid -- on that one visit when you went to '

4 Q. Before the deposition today, did you have any 4 Fox Lake, did you talk to John Feeney?

5  discussions with -- with any of your fellow priests about 5 A. Yes.

€  the deposition? 6 Q. Who else was present, if anyone, during the time

7 A. Just in gencral as to what do I expect, what do 7 that your talked 10 John Feeney at Fox Lake the one time

8 I have to do. 8  that you were Lhere?

g Q. And who -- who did you have those conversations 9 MR. MAZZEQ: Objeclion as to relevance.

10 with? 10 THE WITNESS: It was a big room full of
11 A. A number of guys, 11 people and my two companions were with me.

12 Q. Do you remember the names of any of them? 12  BY MR. FINNEGAN:

13 A, Well, one that had a recent -- reeent expericnce 13 Q. Anddid you talk to John Feeney with your two
14 and he's in my support group and he mentloned that he had: 14 companions when you were at Fox Lake?

15  experienced a deposition, It was Ralph Merkatoris. 15 A. [ don't recall if we were all together or nof at
16 Q. And did -- did Father Merkatoris, did he tell 16  the time, so I -~ I don't know how to answer that.

17  you anything about the deposilion process? 17 Q. During that conversation that you had with John
18 A. No, not mueh, exeept that you ask questions. I 18  Feeney, was it all within this larger room that you're
19 was asking because I never expericnecd this, general 19  talking about?

20 questions, 20 A, Yes, it was in this -- with a lot of other

21 Q. Anybody else besides Father Merkaloris that you 21 people around.

22 talked to about your upcoming deposition? 22 Q. And what did -- what was going on in the reom?
23 A, Not that -- not that I can recall. There are a 23 Why -- why were all the pcople there?

24 lot of people that we share with with the problem of sex 24 A. To celebrate the sacraments of encharist and
25  abuse as n general question, that's generally discussed 25 penance.
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1 Q. Was there a separate area where the penance was 1 BY MR.FINNEGAN:
2 heard or was it just in the big room? 2 Q. So are -- are you refusing to answer that
3 A, Tt was - 3 question, Father?
4 MR. MAZZEO: You know, before you answer, § 4 A, What was the question again?
5 1I'm going to object to this whole line of questioning 5 Q. The question was during the eonversation that
6 insofar as it is not relevant to the -- any of the 6  you had with John Feeney during the one time that you
7 allegations in the Complaint in this casc. 7 went to Fox Lake, did you absolve John Feeney of his sins
8 THE WITNESS: It was all done in a large 8  during that conversation?
9 room which was used as a chapel. 9 MR. MAZZEO: Same objection to -- to the
10 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 10 extent it violates the pricst penitent privilege
11 Q. Was there a section of that large room that was 11  protected by canon law,
12 designated for the sacrament of penanee? 12 THE WITNESS: 1 don't -- [ can't answer
13 A. The confessors were distributed all around the 13 that. 1don't know.
14 room. 14 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
15 Q. And were they -- were the confessions private or 15 Q. You don't know or are you refusing to answer?
16  were they heard by everybody in the room? How did that { 16 Those are hwo different things, Father.
17 work? 17 MR. MAZZEQ: Are you asserting the priest
18 A. They were all private, 18  penitent privilege, Father?
19 Q. And were you in a private roomn with the person? {19 THE WITNESS: Yeah.
20 MR, MAZZEQ: Objection. This is -- 20 MR, MAZZEQ: Okay.
21  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 21 BY MR.FINNEGAN:
22 Q. Orwere the confessors in private rooms or was 22 Q. And so you're refusing to answer that qucstion,
23 itjustin this-- 23 Father?
24 A. It wasin a chapel -- 24 A, Tam.
25 Q. -- big general room? 25 Q. Isit-- was the whole conversation that -- that ;
Page 79 Page 81|
1 A. - like. A room that they use as a place where 1 you had with John Feeney at Fox Lake Corrcctional '
2 they have Sunday worships for the gencral population of: 2 Facility the one time that you were there, was that all
3 the prison, 3 within the confessional?
4 Q. And does that chapel area have a separate 4 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, same objection.
5  confessional in it? 5 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
6 A. Not that I was aware of., 6 Q. The entire conversation?
7 Q. How many timcs -- or you said -- is that the 7 A, Can't answer that.
8  only time that you've gone to Fox Lake for the, what 8 Q. So you're refusing to answer it?
9 did you call it, the Sunday -- what did you call the -- 9 A, (Witness nods head.)
10  going there for the -- like you had a name for it, the 10 Q. Did you have any -- any conversation with John
11 Sunday-- 11 Feeney while at Fox Lake that was outside the
12 A, Merey Sunday? 12 confessional?
13 Q. Yeah. 13 A. There were no confessionals, so it was all in
14 A. Yocs, that was the only time I went. I didn't go 14 the visiting -- I visited -
15 the second year or I don't think they held it again. 15 MR. MAZZEQ: Do you understand the
16 Suwday obligation can be fulfilled by the chaplain in the { 16  question? Did you have any informal conversations with
17  prison on Thursdays, so we did not expeet a large 17  Joln Feeney at the correctional center?
18 crowd. 18 THE WITNESS: I'd say yes, informal
19 Q. During that conversation that you had with John 19 conversations with other people, people around.
20  Feeney, did you absolve him of his sins? 20  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
21 MR. MAZZEQ: Obijection to the extenl that 21 Q. What -- what did John Feency tetl you in those
22 this breaches and encroaches upon the priest penitent 22 conversations?
23 privilege protected by canon law. 23 A. Idon't think I have to tell -- answer that.
24 THE WITNESS: QOkay. So I'd say 1 can't 24 MR. MAZZEQ: Father, that's -- if it's not
25  answer that, I don't know. 25 protected by a privilege and it's informal, then 1
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1 would -- you have an obligation to answer that question. | 1 Center?
2 Remember, if's an mformal conversation, 2 THE WITNESS: I was there to hear
3 THE WITNESS: The only thing I rememberis; 3  contessions, and it was available to the whole prison.
4 that John said that during recreation, one of the 4 BY MR, FINNEGAN:
5  prisoners said you've got to be at least a 4 star 5 Q. Who else went with you? Who were the other two
6 general, and Feeney's answer was not a 4 star, 6 people that went with you?
7 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 7 A. I'wouldn't want to implicate them,
8 Q. Isthat the -- the only thing you remember John 8 Q. Areyou refusing to answer that question,
9  Feeney telling you? 9  Father?
10 A. That's all I can remember. Typical Feeney. 10 A, Yeos.
11 Q. Who else was there with you during the 11 MR. MAZZEQ: You ean -- you can answer.
12 conversalion with John Feeney? 1z THE WITNESS: Idon't want to iinplicate
13 A. Well, there was movement around there,soI :13  anybody else to have to go through something like this.
14 wouldn't be able to say. People moving around and |14  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
15 stuff. 15 Q. So again, you're refusing to give me the two
16 Q. Was there a designated time when you started and: 16 names of the people that went with you to Fox Lake?
17  stopped a confession with John Feeney? 17 A. That's right.
18 A. Ican't answer that. 18 Q. Are they both priests?
19 Q. You're refusing to answer that, Father? 15 A, Of course. Only a priest can forgive sins.
20 A, (Witness nods head.) 20 Q. We hadn't established that they were also doing
21 Q. Isthat a yes? 21 confessions. So the other two people that went with you,
22 MR. MAZZEO: Verbally, you have to auswer.! 22 they werc both priests of the Diocese of Green Bay?
23 MR. FINNEGAN: Is that a yes? 23 A, Yeah. And whether Feeney went to them or to me
24 THE WITNESS: It'sa-- 24 can't answer that, ;
25 MR. MAZZEQ: Pries! penitent privilege? 25 Q. After you left Fox Lake Correctional -- did you
Page 83 Page B85 |
1 THE WITNESS: Yeah. 1 drive with the two other priests to Fox Lake?
2 MR. MAZZEO: Okay. Z A, Yes. ‘
3 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 3 Q. On the way back from Fox Lake Correctional, did|,
4 Q. Did you hear anyone else’s confession -- or 4 the three of you have a conversation aboul -- about John |:
5 strike that. Did you hear any confessions besides John 5  Feeney and about his sexual abuse of kids? °
&  Feeney's at Fox Lake? 6 MR. MAZZEO: And 'l just --Tknow 1
7 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, assumes factsnot ;| 7 stated earlier that 1 have a standing objection. My
8  inevidence. This witness did not testify that he ever 8  standing objection coniinues to this whole line of
9  heard John Feeney's confession. 9 questioning with regard to Father Vandenberg's visit and|.
10 THE WITNESS: Yeah, 1 -- clergy privilege. 110  travels to and from the Fox Lake Correctional Center as
11 MR, FINNEGAN: Clergy privilege now? 11 Dbeing irrelevant to the issues in this case. You can
12 THE WITNESS: Well, -- 12  answer.
13 MR. MAZZEQ: I'm not directing -- just so 13 THE WITNESS: Idon't reeall.
14 you understand -- 14 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
15 MR. FINNEGAN: All I want to do is just-- ;15 Q. Wasit just the three of you that went? Was
16 MR. MAZZEOQ: -- 'm not directing himnot {16  there anybody else that drove up or came back with you?,
17  toanswer. 17 A. Ouly the thrce of us, .
18 MR. FINNEGAN: Yeah, and all I'm doingis |18 Q. OQutside of the one time that you went to see
19  excluding Feeney is what I want to do. 13 John Feeney at Fox Lake, did you see him --
20 MR. MAZZEO: Excluding -- excluding Feeney 20 A, Ididn't go to see John Feeney. I went to hear
21 - 21 confessions of the eutire prison.
22 MR. FINNEGAN: Yeah. 22 Q. Outside of the one time that you went to Fox
23 MR, MAZZEQ: -- hie's not asking yonabout {23 Lake to hear confessions, did you ever go and see John
24 any specific persoen, He's asking did you hear 24 Feeney at Outagamie Jail?
25  confessions when you went to Fox Lake Correclional 25 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, relevanee.
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1 THE WITNESS: I ministered to him in 1 Q. Do you remember having any conversation with
2 Outagamie County Jail when he was there for a short 2 John Feeney at the Qutagamie Courthouse about Todd
3 time. 3 Menyfield?
4  BY MR. FINNEGAN: ¢ A. No, not specilfcally.
5 Q. What do you mean by ministered to him, Father? 5 Q. What do you remember about the conversation that
6 A. Brought him sacraments. 6 -- that wasn't specific?
7 Q. Where did you mect with John Feeney when he was | 7 A, Some very general things,
8 - 8 Q. Such as?
9 A, In the facilities. 9 A, Tdon't recall
10 Q. In his jail cell? 10 Q. Had Father Feeney during the conversation, the
11 A. No, not his cell, in the visiting facilities. 11  one or two conversations at Qutagamie Courthouse, did he
12 MR, MAZZEO: And I'm going to asscrt a 12 admit to you that he had made a mistake with some of the
13 standing objeetion to this line of questioning with 13 kids?
14 regard to Father Vandenberg's visits fo Outagamie County | 14 MR, MAZZEQ: Objection, relevance.
15  Jail subscquent to the alleged incidents in this case 15 THE WITNESS: Not to my knowledge,
16  based on relevance. 16 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
17  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 17 " ). During the one or two conversations that yon had
18 Q. How many times did you see John Feeney at the 18  with John Feeney at the Outagamie Courthouse, did -- did
19 OQulagamie Jail? 19 he admit to any wrongdoing with any of the kids to you?
20 A. T'wouldn't be able to answer that. 20. A. Not to my kuowledge.
21 Q. Did you see John -- do you have a ballpark 21 Q. Did John Feeney during those conversations at :
22 range? Were you going to say something? ’ 22 the Outagamie Courthouse, did he deny that he had engaged|:
23 A. Afew times. I don't recall bow long -- he 23 in some sexual misconduct with kids? ‘
24 wasn't there very long, 24 A. He neither denied or admitted. T didn't
25 Q. Did you see him more than ten times? 25 question that. :
Page 87 Page 89 |
1 A. No. 1 Q. Did you go alone on those visits? '
2 Q. More than five times? 2 A. Yes.
3 A. No. 3 Q. The time that you saw Lim up at Fox Lake, was
4 Q. Less than five times? Is that a yes, Father? 4 that before or after his -- his conviction?
5 A. Once or twice, 5 A. Well, that had to be a eouple years after,
6 Q. On -- on the one or two times that you went to 6 Q. At any point, has any -- any person ever told
7 see John Feency, did you have any conversations withhim | 7 you (hat John Feeney sexually molested him or her as a
8  at the Qutagamie Courthouse (hat were outside the 8  ehild? :
9  sacrament of contession? 9 A. Tdon'trecall.
10 A, Just had a general visitation, 10 Q. Do you think that there possibly was, or what
11 Q. Soyou didn't administer eonfession to him at 11  are you --
12 the Outagamie Courthouse? 12 A. No.
13 MR. MAZZEQO: Objection to the extent that 13 Q. Any time that a parent ever told you that --
14 it's proteeted by the priest penitent privilege pursuant 14  that they suspeeted that John Feeney had sexually
15  to canon law. 15 molested their child?
16 THE WITNESS: | don't recall that 1 16 A, No.
17 administered the sacrament of penance to him at all at 17 Q. Any time that a child ever told you that Feeney
18  OQutagamie County, I don't recall that. 18  did something that was -- that you felf was sexually
19  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 1% inappropriate --
20 Q. Did -- did you have any diseussion at Qutagamie 20 MR, MAZZEQO: Objeetion as --
21 at the jail there with John Feeney about the allegations 21 MR. FINNEGAN: --to a child?
22 against him? 22 MR. MAZZEQ: Sory. Objection as to time
23 MR. MAZZEQ: Qbjection, vague. 23 frame, relevance.
24 THE WITNESS: 1 don't reeall. 24 THE WITNESS: Not that I can remember.
25  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 25  BY MR, FINNEGAN
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1 Q. Any parent ever tell you anything about John 1 think he did answer it

2 Feency Lhat you thought was sexually inappropriate witha | 2 BY MR. FINNEGAN:

3 child? 3 Q. There's been a conple different pieces on it.

4 MR. MAZZEQO: Objeetion, asked and 4 A. Whatever you want to choose,

5  answered, time frame, relevance. 5 Q. 1don't want to choose. I just -- I want an

6 THE WITNESS: 1 don’t understand the &  answer, Ifyou're -- I mean do you have something in

7 question, 7 your mind that -- that you're saying 1 can't do this

8  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 8  because of the priest penitent privilege or do you trnly  |:

9 Q. Was there ever a -- at any point in your 9 pot -- not have a memory either way?
10 priesthood, has there ever been a parent tlat came to you 10 A. I'd say both,
11 and told you about some activity that John Feeney engaged {11 MR, MAZZEQ: You got two answers ont of |
12 in wilh their child that you thought was sexually 12 that
13 inappropriate? 13 MR. FINNEGAN: Two answers, just what we |’
14 A. No. 14  needed.
15 MR, MAZZEO: Same objcetion. 15  BY MR. FINNEGAN: :
16  BY MR.FINNEGAN: 16 Q). Have you ever had a conversation with John
17 Q. The answer is no, Father, is that what you 17  Feeney about his time in seminary in Denver?
18  said? 18 A, Not that I can recall,
19 A. [justsaid no, Yeah, 19 Q. Have you ever had a conversation with Joln E
20 Q. Before -- and I'm just using this as - asa 20  Feeney about allegations that were made against him by [}
21 tune frame. Before Fox Lake, before that time, which you {21 some girls at Monte Alverno Retreat House? :
22 said was a couple years after John Feeney's conviction, 22 MR. MAZZEQO: Objcction, asked and
23 Defore that, had you ever heard John Feeney's confession? (23 answered.
24 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, time frame, 24 THE WITNESS: Not that I can remember,
25  relevance, and also the priest penitent privilege 25 BY MR. FINNEGAN: :

Page 91 Page 83

1 pursuant to canon [aw. 1 Q. Did you ever have any conversations with John

2 THE WITNESS: Can't answer that. 1 don't 2 Feeney about any allegations made against him by girls at

3 know. 3 any rctreal?

4  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 4 A. No.

5 Q. You don't know or you're -- you're refusing to 5 Q. Did you cver --

6  answer it? 6 A, No, I just --no,

7 A. Both. 7 Q. Did you ever hear about that from anybody,

8 Q. You understand that, Father, that if you didn't B8 anybody at all that there was -- that Feeney had been

9 hear his confession before that that obviously wouldn't 9 accused of kissing girls at a retreat?
10 violate the privilege, so if you know -- if the answer is 10 A. Idon't -- I know there was something with
11 1o, you should be able to answer that, do you understand 11 girls, but I dicn't understand what it was. I don't
12 that? 12 remember what -- what specifically it was.
13 A. Yeah, I wasn't his regular confessor or anything ;13 Q. Do you remember who told you whatever you'd
14 like that. 14  heard about Feeney and girls?
15 Q. So before in time wise, time frame wise, before 15 A. No. General conversation. .
16  Fox Lake, you had never heard John Feency's confession, ;16 Q. Do you remember when -- when you heard something:
17 is that a correct statement? 17  about Feeney and girls?
18 MR. MAZZEQ: Same objection. 18 A. No.
19 THE WITNESS: Can't answer that. 19 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, lack of personal
20  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 20 knowledge.
21 Q. Because of? 21 BY MR, FINNEGAN:
22 A. Time, memory, you know, I don't kuow. 22 Q. Did you ever hear about John Fecney going to sce
23 Q. Are you refusing to answer it or are you just 23 Dr Kelley?
24 saying you don't know? 24 A, Going to Dr, Kelley?
25 MR. MAZZEO: Well, I think he just -- 1 25 Q. Yeah.

24 (Pages 90 to 93)

Depo International, Inc,
(763) 591-0535 or (800) 591-9722 admin@depointernational.com



Fr. Robert Vandeuberg - 11/5/2010
John Doe 119 vs, Roman Catholic Bishop of Las Vegas, et al.

Page 94 Page 96
1 A. I don't recollect that name at all. 1 Q. Did -- did you post bond for Feency when -- when |}
2 Q. Ibelieve it's Dr. James Kelley. Does that ring 2 hewasin jail?
3 abell for you at all? 3 A, Did I correspondence with him?
4 A. Doesn't ring a bell, 4 Q. Post bond.
5 Q. Did John Feeney, did he ever tell you that he 5 A, Oh, post bond.
& went and saw a therapist or a psychologist about any 6 MR. MAZZEO: Objection, relcvanee.
7 accusations against him? 7 THE WITNESS: Oh, when he was released,
8 A, He -- I know that he was in for treatment, B8 yes, [ was there. That was something that happened while
9 Q. What do you know about that? 9 we were waiting for the clevator to go up and down and
10 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection as to time, 10 the defense attorney, who was Doyle I think, asked me if
11 THE WITNESS: Just in general that he was 11 Iwould take care of that so that he eould get on the
12 Dbeing -- undergoing (reatment, 12 road to go back to Milwaukee while we were standing at
13 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 13 the elevator,
14 Q. And when -- 14  BY MR. FINNEGAN: .
15 A, Tdon't know -- 15 Q. And how did you take care of it?
16 Q. Do you know when he was undergoing treatment?; 16 A, Woe had to wait until the paperwork was done
17 A, No. 17 upstairs until they called me on the PA system at the
18 Q). Was it here in -- in Wisconsin that he was 18  waiting station by the elevator,
19  getting treatment? 19 Q. What -- what were you doing in the jail at that
20 A. Idon't know, Idon't know that. 20 point?
21 Q. Did -- did you ever talk to Feeney about him 21 MR, MAZZEQ: Same objection, standing
22 going to the Bemardine Clinic in Maryland, Si. Luke's? 122 objection to this line of questioning based on relevance.
23 MR, MAZZEQ: Objection as to relevance, 23 THE WITNESS: It had something to do with
24  time frame. 24 the defense attorney calling me to accommodate an
25 THE WITNESS: Ithought it was in New 25  exchange of clothing or a suitcase or something like :
Page 95 Page 97|
1 Mexico or someplace is iny recollection. But that's all | 1 that. '
2 --don't remember 5t. Luke's. 2  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
3  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 3 Q. And why -- why would he call you? Why did he
4 Q. Did -- did John Feeney talk to you aboul going 4 pick you, if you know?
5 to the tacility in New Mexico? 5 MR. MAZZEO: Objection, speculation.
6 MR. MAZZEO: Same objeciion. 6 THE WITNESS: Apparently because of my
7 THE WITNESS: I don't think 1 had a 7 contact with Jolhn on behalf of the LBA. And there was --
8  conversation with Feeney about that, 8  therc was a suit -- suitcase of clothing involved that
9 BY MR. FINNEGAN; 9 John's nephew in California packed, and we had to try to
10 Q. You had a conversation with somebody else about 10 get that into the custody of John, because he was taken
11 it? 11 with the clothes on his back and five minutes to get
12 MR. MAZZEQ: I'm going to have a standing 12 ready, and so he made somc connection with that nephew,
123 objection to all questions with regard to -~ to treatinent 13 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
14 that John Feeney received after the ineidents alleged in 14 Q. Did -- do you know where the money came from to
15 the Complaint. 15 post bond for John Feeney?
16 BY MR. FINNEGAN; 16 A. No, that never was revealed to me,
17 Q. You can answer it. 17 Q. There's -- if looks like there may have been an
18 A, Well, I wouldn't -- I wouldn't be able to answer 18  organization involved?
19  that. I just don't know, 19 A, I picked it up and transferred it to the
20 Q. Youdon't know -- 20 attorney.
21 A, Idon't know wlhen that happened, you know, 21 Q. Who did you pick it up from?
22 genernl conversation and so on with fellow priests and so; 22 A. The bank.
23 on, sol--1don't have any specific memory of it. 23 Q. Do you know how -- who put the money in the
29 Q. Do you have any memory of who told you? 24 bank?
25 A. No, 25 A. Not exactly, this was not clear,
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1 Q. What do you know about -- 1 Q. Just to you? \x
2 A. I was not -- I was not privy to that, 2 A. Yes.
3 Q. How did -« how did you have access to be able to 3 Q. That night did you have any discussions with
4 get the money out of thai account at the bank? 4 John Feeney about any of the allegations against him
5 MR, MAZZEQ: Continuing objection to this 5  involving kids?
6 line of questioning on the grounds of relevance. 6 A. Not that I ean reeall,
7 THE WITNESS: I don't recall, but somebody 7 Q. Do you know where he moved to after that first
8  arranged that. 8  night with you? ;
9 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 9 A. Some friend from the lakeshore, and I'm not
10 Q. Do you have any knowledge about how the money i 10 sure. Lakeshore meaning Two Rivers, Manitowoc,
11  gotinto that account that you took out of the bank for 11  Keewaunee, some lriend from ont there.
12  John Feeney's bond? 12 (. Atthat point when Feeney stayed with you !
13 A. Just general suspicions o1 private opinion. 13 overnight, were you worried abowt him possibly abusing |
14 Q. What do you know generally or what -- 14 kids?
15 A, Don't really know. 15 MR, MAZZEQ; Objection to this whole line .
16 Q. What do you think? 16  of questioning with regard to Feeney's -- the witness's
17 A. People from his former parish. 17  knowledge of Feeney's actions after --
18 MR. MAZZEO: Objection, speeulation. 18 THE WITNESS: Yeah, I did't kuow what - |
19  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 19 MR. MAZZEQ: -- afier -- hold on, after
20 Q. How nuch money was it? 20  the bond was posted and Feeney was released from jail on !
21 A. Pretty sizable, I thinl it was -- I can't 21 grounds of relevance and speculation, lack of personal
22 remember if it was 50,000 or 100,000, 1 don't recall 22 knowledge,
23 really, 23 THE WITNESS: I didn't talk about his --
24 Q. Do you know, did the -- did the diocese 24 his case or whether he was guilty or whether -- what he
25 contribute to that bond at all for Feeney? 25  did or anything like that. :
Page 99 Page 101 |:
1 A. Not to my knowledge. I'd say no. I don't know. 1 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
2 Ithought it was something that came out of -- out of his | 2 Q. My question was were -- were you concerned about
3 parish. 3 that, about him, you know, reotfending when he was
4 Q. Which parish? He was at quite a few, it sounds 4 staying with you?
5 like. 5 A, Not at all.
6 A, Tthink, 1 think. He moved around to so many. 6 (3. Other than that one night, did Feeney stay with
7 Ithink #t was 8t, Nicholas, 7 you any other nights afier the -- after you posted
8 MR, MAZZEQO: Objection to the extent that 8  bond?
9 the answer is based on spcculation and guess as opposed 9 A. No.
10 toaciual personal knowledge. 10 Q. What I want to do here, Father, is -- I'll come
11 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 11 baek to that. \What I've done here, Father and eounsel,
12 Q. Afier -- after you posted bond for Feeney, 12 is we have an Exhibit A, which is a list of names of some
13 did you talk to him after that, atter the -- did you have 13 of the kids that were around John Feeney. And 1 don't
14 aeonversation with him right afler you posted bond? 14  want to put their names on the record, and so I want to
15 A. Yes. 15 respect these people's privacy. I just want lo show you
16 . Did it involve any discussion about -- about his 16  Exhibit A, which I've given a copy to counsel of and
17  sexual abuse of kids? 17 wé'll retain this. And so I'm going to refer to these
18 A. No. 18  pcople. You'll see, Father, that -- and it says John Doe
19 Q. Did -- did John Fecncy eome to live with you 19 up there and then it says 1 and then has -- has a name.
20 after that? 20 I'll just say, you know, do you know John Doe | and then
21 A. He stayed overnight until somebody picked him up 21 ask you those questions, you know, about some of these
22 the next day. And his first request was when we drove in. 22 guys. And the reason I'm doing that, what I'd like you
23 there at night was do you think I could say mass, 23 1o do is not -- not say their nanies out loud, all right?
24 Q. Did he say mass? 24 Does that make scnse?
25 A, Yeah, that evening. 25 A, All right,
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1 MR. MAZZEO: And I'm going to ask that we 1 A. Nat direetly, but indirectly by the way his
2 go off the record for a moment. 2 mother spoke about Feeney.
3 MR, FINNEGAN: Sure. 3 Q. John Doe 1's mother told you sotnething that --
4 {A break was taken at this time.,) 4 that raised the concern that -- with you at least at that
5 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 5  time when you were at St. Therese that John Feeney was
6 Q. Father, I've given you -- given you Exhibit -- 6  acting sexually inappropriate with John Doe 17
7 Exhibit A, and 1 want lo, as we talked about before, not 7 A, Ttwasn't put that way to me, you know, It was
8  -- not use these names on the record, and so I'd ask you 8  just kind of a general complaint about his behavior.
9 justnot to say the namcs out loud and we'll just refcr 9 Q. With John --
10 1o them by the John Doe number on the list, 10 A. Soldidn't realize it was sexual.
11 MR. MAZZEOQ: However, before any gquestions @ 11 Q. What did -- what did John Doe I's mother tel
12 are asked, [ do have an objection with regard to this 12 you?
13 exhibitlist, Iknow ihat it's not going to be included 13 A. [don't really recall speciflcally how she --
14 as an exhibit to the transeript. However, I'm going to 14 what she said, bnt she was just, oh, negative in her
15  objcct to this list on several grounds. We had an 15  conversation about Feeney.
16  off-the-record conversation a few moments ago with regard ; 16 Q. And what did -- did you have one eonversation or
17 tothis list. The list does contain -- under John Does 17  more than one eonversation with John Doe ['s mom about,
18 it contains some 34 names. Under Jane Does it contains 18 I'm sorry, about Feeney?
19  two nanes. And -- and pursuant to the conversation I had ;19 A, She did not speciflcally tell me what was going
20 with Mr. Finnegan, plaintiff's counsel, it's my 20 on hut was negative towards Feeney, and that may have
21 understanding that some, not nceessarily all of the names {21 showed up a couple times. | don't know. She was very |,
22 that are on this list, are ehildren thal have made or on 22 mueh around, so, vou know. If--if I would have been
23 their behalf have had allegations made on their behalf 23 nawnre that there was some sort of sexual misbehavior
24 with respeet to sexual iniseonduct or inappropriateness by 24 going ou between Father Feeney and that Ne. 1, 1 would
25 John Feeney. And there's -- there's no -- there's no 25  have done somethiug about it, but I wasn't -- it wasn't
Page 103 Page 105
1 titne frame as to when any of these allegations might have 1 that specific to me.
2 occurred. )'m going to object to any questions of Father 2 Q. Did you -- did you ask John Doe 1's mother if
3 Vandenberg with regard to any allegations that might have | 3 there's anything of a scxual nature going on between John
4 been made on behalf of any of these kids after the time 4 Feeney and John Doe 17
5  of'the alleged incidents that are stated in the 5 A, No.
6  Complaint. I'm going to ohject on the grounds that this & Q. Wby not?
7 is -- this is -- appears to be a fishing expedition on 7 A. L didn't kuow that there was, It was -- like I :
8  behalf of plaintiff's eounsel to ascertain if -- if -~ if 8  told you, there were so many people, they thought he waS':
9 there are any other tfurther allegations that were made 9  fantnstic or they thought they couldn't stand his guts, *
10 wilh respect to any of the children on this list that 10 And ] didn't know that it was as sexual as It apparently
11  werenot aiready disclosed publicly, so I'm objecting on 11  was, but 1 didn't realize that.
12 grounds of relevance, speculation, lack of personal 12 Q. Did -
13  knowiedge of this wilness. That's all, 13 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, move to strike the
14  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 14 nonresponsive portion of the witness' answer, assuming
15 Q. Father, looking at Exhibit A, I want to direct 15  that references to the individuals on this list pertain
16  your attention to John Doe t, the first name there. Do 16  to sexual allegations of inisconduet concerning Feeney.
17  you recognize that name? 17 Okay. Nextquestion.
18 A. Yeah, 18  BY MR, FINNEGAN:
19 Q. And John Doe 1, he was a student at St. Thercse 19 Q. Father, with John Doc 1, did -- did he ever come
20 when you were there? 20 to you and tell you anything about his relationship with
21 A. Yeah. 21 John Feeney at any point?
22 Q. Did -- did you ever have any suspicions that 22 A. No. Kids didn't, no.
23 Joln Feeney during the time that he was at St. -- St. 23 Q. Did you ever go and ask Joln Doe [ about his
24 Therese, did you have any suspicions that Johin Feeney was | 24 relationship with John Feeney?
25  acting sexually inappropriate with John Doe 1? 25 A, No,
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1 Q. Did -- did John Doe 1's tnother, did she tell you 1 Q. Did you ever get any information that John
2 that John Doe 1 and John Feeney had gone swimming in the; 2 Doe -- or that John Feeney had had any type of
3 nude? 3 inappropriate relationship with John Doe 3?
4 A. No. 4 A. No.
5 Q. Did John Doe 1I's mother tell you anything about 5 Q. Any eomplaints that you got regarding Feeney and
6  John Feeney showering with John Doe | in the nude? 6  John Doe 3?
7 A. No. 7 A, Not that I can recall. Just general negative
8 Q. Did John Doe 1's mother tell you anything about 8  feelings on the part of his family o1 his parents.
4 John Feeney coming to John Doe 1's house late at night? 9 Q. Do you remember any -- any conversations that
10 A, No. None of this, it was just kind of 10 you had with John Doe 3's parents about Feeney?
11 gencral. 11 A. No, not specifically. I can't recall. They had
12 Q. Did you know that -- that John Fecney allowed 12 I5 kids.
13 John Doe | when he was still a child and under the legal 13 Q. What about John Doe 4, do you recognize that
14 age for -- for driving, that he allowed John Doe [ to 14  name, Father?
15  drive his car? 15 A. Yeah.
16 A. No, Ldidn't. There was none of those specifics 16 Q. Anddid -- did you ever have any eoneerns about
17 ever revealed to me. If they would have been, I probably; 17 John Feeney's refationship with John Doe 4?
18 would have done something as a -- as a priest aboutit. :18 A, No.
19 But Ldidn't know that, I just knew -- but like I say, 19 Q. Did -- did you ever have any conversations with
20 there was -- how do you discern? I discerned the general: 20 John Doe 4's parents about John Feeney?
21 reaction to -- to John Feeney, either they thought e was: 21 A. No, that I can remember. Not that I can
22  fantastie or they couldn't stand his guts. And I didn't 22 remember,
23 know why they couldn't stand his guts, just that he 23 Q. Did you ever hear from any souree that Johin '
24 strutted around nud, you know, people have their own {24 Feeney had aeled in an inappropriate sexual way with John
25  opinions, and I didn't know that all this personal sexual : 25  Doe 4?7
Page 107 Page 109
1 contact was going on, I dido't know that, 1 A. No, I never heard that,
2 MR. MAZZEQ: Father Vandenberg, don't make 2 Q. And rather than going through all these, why
3 assumptions about that, You're not -- 3 don't you take a look through here, Father, and let ine
4 THE WITNESS: I'm just -- 4 know if -- if there are any other names that you
5 MR. MAZZEO: You're not here to guess or 5 reeognize on here and then just tell me which fohn Doe
6  speculate. 6 number they are,
7  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 7 A, Well, there's George.
8 Q. Father Vandenberg, did you do any type of 8 Q. Just tell me the John Doe number, You're all
9  investigation into why there was a negative rcaction by 9 right, just tell me the --
10  some people to Feeney? 10 A, No,--No, L1 and 28 I assume are relatives.
11 A. No. 11 Q. Other than No. 11 and No, 8 (sie), any of the
12 Q. Let's-- let's move on to John Doe 2. Do you 12 other names besides the ones that we talked about that --
13 recognize that name? 13 that you recognize there on this list? And just tell me
14 A. Yes. 14 the John Doe -- the number if you do remember them.
15 Q. And did -- did you ever have any concerns about 15 A. I remember some names as parishioners at St,
16  John Feeney's refationship with John Doe 2? 16  Therese.
17 A. No. 17 Q. Which -- which ones are those? Which nuimbers,
18 Q. Did John Doe 2's parents ever come to you and 18  just give me the number?
19  discuss Feeney's -- 19 A. 14,15, 18. I think that's all.
20 A. No. 20 Q. John Doe 14, did you ever hear from any source
21 Q. - relationship with John Doe 27 21 anything that indicated that John Feeney had had any
22 A, Ne. 22 sexual relationship with John Doe [4 when he was a
23 Q. What about John Doe 3, do you know who he is? 23 child?
24 A, He's -- I think e died early. I think he's 24 A. No, not specifically, no.
25  dead, 25 Q. Did you hear something generally about folm Doe
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1 14 and John Feeney having a sexual relationship? 1 baek then about John Feeney?

2 A. No, 2 A. Not that I recognize right now,

3 Q. And John Doe 15, did you ever hear from any 3 Q. Out -- outside of this list, so outside of this

4 source that John Feeney had had some sort of sexual 4 list, just off your memory, are there other people that

5  relationship with John Doe 15 when he was a kid? 5  aren't listed here, other families that you had

6 A. No. 6  eonversations with (he parents while you were at St,

7 Q. Did you ever have any conversations with John 7 Therese about Feeney's invelvement with their sons?

8  Doe 15’ parents about John Feeney's relationship with 8 A. Yeah,

%  John Doe 15? 9 Q. And do you remember the names? Don'l say the
10 A. No, -- 10 names, but I just want te know if you do remember. It's
11 Q. What about -- 11 just a yes or no, Father. Somry if you're -- are you
12 A. --not that I can remember, 12 still thinking about it? Do you remember the namne, yes
13 Q. What about John Doe 14, did you ever have any 13 orno?

14 conversations with his parents about Feeney's 14 A. Yeah,
15  relationship with John Doe 14?7 15 Q. What I'd ask you to do, so I'll give yon Exhibit
16 A. No. 16 E baek again, is write down the name. I don't want you
17 Q. Joln Doe 18, did you ever have any conversations {17 to say it out loud. We'll just work off of that,
18  with John Doe 18's parcits about Feeney and Jobu Doe 18 MR. MAZZEQ: Before you write down the
19 187 19  name, [ would ask that we establish a time frame as to
20 A, Yes. 20 when these conversations took place, as to when any _
21 Q. And when -- when did you have those 21 alleged allegations of any sexual misconduct took place. |:
22 conversations, do you remember? 22 MR. FINNEGAN: If you want -- if you want
23 A. O, I wouldn't be able to discern whether it was {23 an objeetion, I think he's already testified to some of
24 when he was still at St. Thevese or after, I wouldn'tbe {24  that, but if you want an objection on relevaucy or --
25  able to discern that. No. 18's father and I were friends ;25 MR, MAZZEQ: Well, --

Page 111 Page 113 |:

1 and elassmates at Marquette University, 1 MR. FINNEGAN: --1 think he should write

2 Q. Did John Doe 18's father ever tell you that -- 2 down the name.

3 that John Feeney had had a sexual relationship with John 3 MR. MAZZEQ: Yeah, little further than

4 Doe 187 4 thalt,

5 A. Not specifically, 5 MR, FINNEGAN: You can -- you can ask any

(3 Q. Did he tell you something that -- 6  follow-up questions that you want, but --

7 A, Well, he made some kiud of overtures about it, 7 MR. MAZZEO: Also -- also objecting on the

8 but not specilically that it was sexual. 8  grounds of whether any --

9 Q. Was it cnough -- fhat conversation enough that 9 MR. FINNEGAN: T don't want you -- T don't
10 - Ihat it made you think that -- thal he was talking 10  want you to coach this witness.

11  abouta sexual relationship between John Doc 18 when he 11 MR. MAZZEQ: That's fine. We can go --

12 was akid and John Feeney? 12 MR. FINNEGAN: Just state what the legal

13 A. Possibly. 13 objection is and --

14 Q. And what -- what did you do with that 14 MR. MAZZEO: Okay.

15  information when you got it? 15 MR, FINNEGAN: -- we're good.

16 A, Nothing. 16 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection hased on anonymity
17 Q. Why? 17  toprotect any confidential privilege that exists with

18 A. DBeeause the way it was put to me it didn't sound 18  the alleged victim, so I'm going to direct --

19  that serious at the time. If I would have felt that my 19 MR, FINNEGAN: That's thc reason why |

20 friend's son was lieing sexually abused by Feeney, I wonld i 20 wanted to --

21 have done something about it 21 MR. MAZZEQ: Well, --

22 Q. Any -- any kids that aren’t on this lisl, and 1 22 MR. FINNEGAN: -- use this procedure, 1

23 don't-- don't want you to say their names, bul just a 23 mean I can ask him what the name is if you want mc to do |
24 yes or no, are there ofher kids that were at St. Therese 24 thatif you guys want -- :
25  that -- that you had conversations with their parents 25 MR. MAZZEO: You can ask him and then I'l[
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1 direct the witness not to answer it, 1f-- if the 1 A, Not that I can reeall. Maybe these people !
2 wimmess has -- or if the alleged victim has or the 2 dropped stuff off and I didn't pick it up, I don't know,
3 parents have requested anonymity, I'm going to direct 3 you know. 3
4 this witness not to answer that question. It's not going 4 Q. What do you mean people maybe dropped stuff !
5  to be disclosed on the record or to you or on that paper. 5  off? i
6 MR. FINNEGAN: Privilege in what way? 6 A. The person that I had in mind was a friend and a !
7 MR, MAZZEQ: Privileged in what way? 7 fishing frlend and stufl and he just kind of didn't ‘
B MR, FINNEGAN: Yeah, what's the privilege, 8  specifically say, but just kind of in general alluded to
9  the protection? 2 misbehavior.

10 MR. MAZZEO: If it was -- if it was 10 Q. With -- with his son?

11 something that was disclosed in a confession, whetherit (11 A. Didn't say what or how or to what extent.

12 was -- whether the parents requested anonymity. 12 Q. Benwveen John Feeney and his son?

13  BY MR. FINNEGAN; 13 A, Or that -- that was -- something was going on,

14 Q. Did -- did you see these, the parents, the name 14 yeah,

15 that you know about, did they come to you in the 15 Q. And is -- is this person still alive today?

16  confessional? 16 A. 1hope so.

17 A. Now that -- if you can't write out a certificate 17 MR. MAZZFEQ: And just to be clear, I was

18 about whether a kid miade his first confession, that's -- | 18 only directing him not to answer if anyone had -- if

19 Q. Did the parent come to you? 19  there was -- if it was protected by the priest penitent

20 A. --kind of a - kind of a breaking the seal type 20 privilege and if anyone rcquested anonymity. That's --

21  of thing, He's molesting it or attacking it 21 that's the only grounds that I was rcquesting that he --

22 Q. Did -- did this parent that -- that you're 22 MR. FINNEGAN: [ don't think the sccond

23 talking abour at St. Therese, did this parent tell you 23 omne's a valid reason to instruct, but we'll get it to

24 about their child in the confessional? 24 find out.

25 A. I can't ansywer that, 25  BY MR. FINNEGAN:

Page 115 Page 117,

1 Q. Why not? 1 Q. Did -- did this person who you had this :
2 A. Beeause it would be an infringement on the seal 2 conversation with, was it a man, was it the dad?
3 of the confessional. 3 A, And he dropped that off as a frlend of mine to
4 Q. Where was this conversation that you had with 4 me so that I'd be a little bit awave, I think,
5  the parent? 5 Q. So that you could watch out, watch Feeney a
6 A. In general. 6  little bit?
7 Q. Where was it, whart location? 7 A. Or, you know, that -- that I won't be just, you
8 A. Ob, probably on a trouf stream. 8 know, totally dumb about everything, you know.
9 Q. Were you doing a confession on the trout stream 9 Q. Did he ask you --

10 with this parent? 10 A, [Ithink that was kind of the implication,

11 A, No, no. 11 Q. Did he ask you to keep an eye out on Feeney?

12 Q. So this -- this eonversation had nothing -- 12 A, No.

13 A, Just general conversation, 13 Q. Did you keep an eye out on Fceney afier that?

14 Q. -- had nothing to do with the confessional, is 14 A. Ob,in a kind of a general way, but not -- I did

15  (hatright? 15 not confrront him or report it or anything like that

16 A. Right, and it was just an implication, 16  Decause it was just a general refercnce, you know.

17 Q. Will you write down the name of the family? 17 Q. And did this person who you're talking about,

18 A. No, I don't think 1 want to implicate them in 18  this dad, did he specifically tell you not to tell

12 anyway. 19  anybody else about this, did he tell you that? :

20 Q. So you're refusing to write down the name? 20 A. No, I don’t think it was that big of a thing and L

2zl A. Yeah. 21 he just kind of made kind of an offhaud remark about hig

22 Q. Other than this one family, is there any othier 22 son heing turned off with Fecney, okay. )

23 family at St. Therese that -- that reported to you any 23 Q. And Il ask you general, Father, on Exhibit E,

24 type of coneerns about John Feeney's relationship with 24 will you write the name down of the father who told you

25  theirson? 25  that?
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1 A. I better do this? 1 name down on Exhibit E, Father? :
2 MR. MAZZEQ: I'm not telling you not to, 2 A, Well, --
3 s0you're-- 3 MR. MAZZEO: 1 would just object to
4 THE WITNESS: [ don't want to implicatc 4 grounds of relevance, bul if you know the name.
5  people into getting called up for some -- for 5 THE WITNESS: Like Isay,I--1
6  investigation or anything like that, 6  professionally do not want to implicate anybody into
7 MR. MAZZEO: Well, if there's no privilege 7 having to go through a deposition or be questioned or
8 - 8  followed up on, ckay? I don't want to -- as a fifend and
9 THE WITNESS: 1f's just a -~ just a good 9 parish priest, I don't want to put people into hot water
10 dad and just kind of drepped off a remark, you know, 10 or give them any problems.
11 about his kid being turned off with Feeney. So I heard a 11  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
12 lot of that, you know. 12 Q. I'm not asking you to put anybedy in hot waler.
13 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 13 I'masking you what the name is.
14 Q. There was -- you got a lot of reports like 14 A. And I'm telling you you're pushing me.
15  that? 15 Q. Areyou refusing to answer or to write it on the
16 A. No, not like that, but that people were turned 16  paper?
17  off with John, you know, implications and -- 17 A. Yeah,
18 Q. This -- this report by this -- this dad was 18 Q. Allvight. Then I'l -- I'll ask you on the -- :
19  different, though? 19 also on the record just so we can have a better record of |;
20 A. Yeah, he said a little bit more, He said a 20 it: What's the name of -- of the dad that you've been :
21 Ilittle something was going on, you know, that his kid was: 21 talking about?
22 so turned off with him. 22 A. What is this now? I den't understand,
23 Q. What did he say? What -- what was the little 23 Q. TI'm not asking you to write it. I'm just asking
24 something that he said was going on between Feeney and {24 you, if you're not going to -- I'd rather have you write
25  his son? 25 it that would protect their name more, but if you're not
Page 119 Page 121
1 A, He didn't say. 1 going to write it, I'm asking you what is the name of the
2 Q. What was your understanding at that time? What 2 dad that gave you this report when you were tishing with
3 was your -- your thought at that time when you got that? 3 him?
4 A, What was my feeling about that? It was -- 1 1 A, And if I refuse to answer?
5 didn't know encugh about it and it wasn't very specific =) Q. That's your choice, and then we have to go to --
6 and it was general. And I lived with that, with 6 A, Like I told you --
7 generalizations, you know, 7 Q. -- go to cowrt over it
8 Q. And what did -- what did this dad say that was 8 A. -« Fdon't want to involve people that are
9  different or more specific than some of the other people 5 friends and good people, you know, inte -- into your -- |
10 ihat had concerns thal were turned off by Fecney? ‘ 10 or wha's -- who's behind all this, Jelf Anderson? Is he? |
11 A, Well, what was different about it was that his 11 You refuse to answer? i
12 kid was so vehemently turned off, that's all I could 12 MR. MAZZEQ: Father, just listen -- just
13 say. ‘ 13 listen for the question,
14 Q. Did you -- did you ask any follow-ups, questions 14  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
15  of -- of this dad to find out what he was talking 15 . I'm just eollceting myself, Father, so that
16  about? 16  don't get upset. There's quite a few people here that
17 A, No. 17 were all sexually abused by John Feeney.
18 Q. Did you talk to this son's -- this son's, excuse 18 A. Isee that,
19  me, strike that. Did you talk to this father's son to 15 Q. Those are the people that | represent, and
20 ask him what was going on with Feeney? 20 that's why I'm asking these gquestions, I'm not here to
21 A, No. 21 badger you or badger anybody else. I'm: trying fo get to
22 Q. Did you ask John Feency what was going on with 22 thebottom of it. And iny question is you can have the
23 -« with this child? 23 option of putting it on here, I'd rather not have you say
24 A. No, 24 itout loud, but if thaCs what it's going to be, then --
25 Q. I'll ask you again: Are you going to write the 25 A, I think be was probably doing a favor to me to
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1 let me know that something was geing on, you know, I 1 MR, MAZZEQ: I think we did. If you want
2 think that's what he was trying to do. 2 1o, yeah, ask him again to put the name on the -- on that
3 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection as to 3 ExhibitE.
4 speculation. 4 BY MR. FINNEGAN:
5 THE WITNESS: And I don't want fo -- oh, 5 Q. Father, I'd ask you on Exhibit E here to write
6  for his doing that, that was very kind and supportive of &  the name of the -- of the dad that we were talking about
7 aparish priest and I don't want to implicate him in 7 before on the record. 1 don't want you to say his name
8  future questioning or being catled in or giving his time 8  oul loud and ' won't say his name out loud either so it's
9  io Feeney's problem. 9  not on this record.
10 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 10 A, Okay. And there was no implication that this
11 Q. Did you -- did you take any action rcsponsive to 11 was sexual, it was just that hiis son had such strong
12 --tothis father telling you about Feeney's relationship 12 feelings agaiust Feency.
13 with his son? 13 Q. You've already testified to -- to what you knew,
14 A, Ididn't tnke any -- well, I didn’t know what it 14 soif you can just write his name down, that would -
15 was, he didn't tell me. 15  that'd be helpful.
16 Q. The question, though, Father, was did you take 16 A, (Wimess complics.)
17  any -- any action? 17 Q. Andif you don't mind, I'm going to handwrite
18 A. I didn't have enough informntion, 18  undemeath it what I think this is. I'm not going to say
19 Q. Did you do anything to try and get more 1% it out loud, then we can ask him if that's -- I'm going
20  information? 20 to printit, yeah. You will see, Father, on Exhibit E _
21 A. No. 21 underneath where you handwrote the name, T printed the |;
22 Q. Looking back, do you wish you would have? 22 name. Did I -- did I get that correct from your -- !
23 MR. MAZZEQ: Objection, speculation, 23 A, That's an L.
24 THE WITNESS: Perhaps I could have done 24 Q. For -- oh, I get it, all right. Se I'm going to
25  some good, [ don't know, if 1 would have investigated it, 25 cross out the first name that [ wrote before and write
Page 123 Page 125 |
1 but I didn't investigate it. And in his kindness and in 1 thesceond one. Is that the -- as I've written it now,
2 his friendship and in his closeness to me, he was tryingi 2 is that --
3 to nudge me I think, as I reflect on it now, you know, 3 A, No.
4 that something was going on, that his son was so 1 MR. MAZZEO: No, it'saD.
5  vehemently opposed to him, so . . . 5 BY MR, FINNEGAN:
6 BY MR. FINNEGAN; 6 Q. Oh,now I getit, now I get it, | getit. You
7 Q. And so I'll ask it to you again just so we have 7 don't have to say it. Now I get it. T{heught it was --
8  aclear-- I haven't had a elear answer on it. I'd like 8 I thought that's what -- 1 thought 1 had the first letter
9  you to say if you're not going to answer it, say Trefuse § 9 right. Now I'm going to write it above where 1 wrote the
10 1o answer that question. And if you want to take the 10 olher one. There you go.
11 opportunity to write it on there, you can. But it sounds ; 11 A. Yenh, that's right. Now what do you want me to
12 like you're not going to. So what was the name of the (12 do with that?
13 person, of the dad that told you about his son and John {13 Q. That's all, just -- just -- and you're
14 Feeney who we've just been talking about? 14 acknowledging that on Exhibit E at No. 1 you handwrote
15 A. Tdon't know that you have a right to ask 15 the gentleman’s name who we talked about that had a
16  that. 16  discussion with you about Feeney and his son. And then
17 Q. Are you refusing to answer this question? 17  underneath that I comreetly printed his name, is that
18 A, Yes, 18  correci?
19 Q. All right. 19 A. Yeah.
20 MR. MAZZEQ: Do you want to take a break | 20 MR, FINNEGAN: Aud, Pete, on all these
21 for lunch? 21 that I gave you, do you want ime to go through eaeh of
22 MR. FINNEGAN: Sure, 22 them individually or eolleetively? Do you want to -- how
23 (A break was taken at this time.) 23 do you want to handle that?
24 MR. FINNEGAN: Pete, did we reach any 24 MR. MAZZEO: If you --
25  understanding on -- on writing the name? 25 MR. FINNEGAN: All that ['m -- all that 1
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1  want to ask him is -- 1 Q. And so the Leo Benevolent had their own files --
2 MR. MAZZEO: If you want to go through the 2 A. Yes,
3 ones that he anthored and the ones that he was ce'd on -- 3 Q. -- on each priest that was dealing --
4 MR. FINNEGAN: That's all of them except 4 A, It was a separate corporation,
5  the.- 5 (. And does -- does the Leo Benevolent still have
6 MR. MAZZEQ: And the ones that were sent 6  separate files on each of the priests that it's dealt
7 direcily to him. T think you have three separate groups T with?
g8  there 8 A, Yes, as far as 1 know. We've made some changes,
9 MR. FINNEGAN: And do you -- do you have 9 sohow that's heing handled, 1 don't -- I'm not too sure, ‘
10 an objection to -- I mean what | want to know is just -- 10 but.,.
11 MR. MAZZEQ: You can -- you can start your | 11 Q. This next one is marked 77a, you see that your
12 questions. [ mean]-- 12 name's up here on the top, Father. Do you remember
13 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 13 getting this document?
14 Q. T'l have you take a look at these, Father, and 14 A, Yes,
15  we'll just take the thme to go through them each. I'm 15 Q. And you don't -- on any of the documents that
16  going to hand you a stack of documents, Father, and 16  I've shown you, you don't dispute the -- the date on
17 rather than take ail the time to go through each one, the 17 these, do you? Do you have any dispute about the --
18  basic set of questions that I'm going to ask you is 18 A, No.
19  whether you remember seeing this -- getting this or not 19 Q. -- dates on them?
20 and whether you dispute getiing it if you don't rewnemher. | 20 A. Asfar as | can remember,
21 A, Yes, 21 Q. And you see this one down here, Exhibit 77,
22 Q. Do you remember getting that document? 22 you're cc'd down at the bottom?
23 A, Yes. 23 A, Yes.
24 Q. Now looking at 77b, you see that it's addresscd 24 Q. Do you remember getting this one?
25  toyou. Do you rememher gefting that document? 25 A, Yep.
Page 127 Page 129 |,
1 A. Yes. 1 Q. And is that your wrifing up top of 777
2 Q. Where -- where did this document go after you 2 A. Ne.
3 gotit, do you remember? 3 Q. Somebody else. Do you know what that means,
4 A, File -- in managing the Leo Benevolent, we kept | 4 vault file?
5 arecord of all the paperwork that went on with the 5 A, 1 kind of know, but not for sure, 1'm not --
&  office and Individual priests. We always kept a paper 6  1'm not sure about that.
7 trafl for all that, 7 Q. Showing you 77e. You see that it looks like a
8 MR, MAZZEQ: And I just want Lo restate 8  copy of a letter that you wrote and sent to John Feeney
9 and reiterale what I stated at the beginning of this 9  inLas Vegas. Looking at this, do you rememher writing
10 deposition, that I'm objccting to any -- any questions 10  this, Father?
11  and answers with regard to these doctunents which are 11 A. Yeal, that looks like my work.
12 dated after the atlepged incidents in the Complaint, 12 Q. And do you remember sending this to Johi Feeney ;
13 BY MR, FINNEGAN: 13 when he was it Las Vegas? :
14 Q. Aud so did any of the priests that were getting 114 A. Yep. 1t was my seevetary's work.
15  some soit of benefits from the Leo Benevolent, did you 15 Q. Yousee Exhibit 77e, a document that has your
16  have a separate filc on each of those priests at the -- 16  name on it, and is that your signalure on 77e, Father?
17 wherever the office is for the Leo Benevolent 17 A. Yes, yeah, that's me.
18  Association? 18 (. And was this also a document that you sent or
19 A, Whatever esrrespondence went on between our 19 had your secretary send to John Feeney in Nevada?
20  office and an individual priest we kept a record -- put {20 MR. MAZZEQ: If you recall.
21 thatin that priest's record, so we tried to keep a paper (21 THE WITNESS: Yes,
22 trail, 22  BY MR. FINNEGAN:
23 Q. Did you have -- were these files that were 23 Q. Exhihit 77f, Father, is a document to John
24 separate from the chancery or are these -- 24 Feeney from the vice chancellor of the Diocese of
25 A, Yes. 25  Reno-Las Yegas. You see down at lhe -- at the bottom
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1  it's copied to the Leo Benevolent Association. Back in 1 A. (Witness complies.) Yes, .
2 1985, do you remember receiving this -- this document? | 2 Q. And during the time that you were at St. Therese
3 MR. MAZZEQ: Don't guess, 3 in--in Appleion, would you -- would you agree with the
4 THE WITNESS: Yeah, 1 guess so. I'm not 4 -- with the statetnent here in Exhibit 60 at Page 3 that
5  specific -- | can't -- I don't recall when the mailman 5  there were widcspread accusations, allegations and rumors
6 brought that, but I remember the goings on -- 6  regarding sexual improprieties on the part of Father
7  BY MR. FINNEGAN: 7 Feeney?
8 Q. Anddid -- 8 MR. MAZZEOQ: 1'd object. This wiimess has
9 A, --in general, 9  already testified to numerous questions regarding his
10 Q. When -- back in 1985 when a letter was written {10 knowledge regarding accusations, allegations, rcgarding
11 to the Leo Benevolent Association, was it the common {11 scxual impropricties concerning Falher Feeney while he
12 practice back then that you would have seen any letters {12 was assigned -
13 that were copied to the Leo Benevolent Association 13 MR, FINNEGAN: Is there a legal objeetion
14 dealing with one of the priests? 14 there?
15 A. That -- that they would have come before me? : 15 MR. MAZZEOQ: -- while he was assigned to
16 Q. Yes. 16 St Therese. It's asked and answeired.
17 A, Yes. 17 MR. FINNEGAN: All right. You can answer
18 Q. Soyondon't dispute that you saw this letter 18 it
19  baekin 19857 19 THE WITNESS: Well, 1 -- T was not aware
20 A. No. 20 of all the sexual improprieties. In faci, when my friend
21 Q. It's -- I think we got erosscd up there, It's 21 whose name 1 put down there, he just said how vehemently |:
22 eorrect to say that you're nof disputing that you saw 22 his son was opposed to Feeney, he didn't say because of
23 this letter back in 1985. That's -- that's a correct 23 sexual activily. He was nudging me to say, hey, you
24 statement, isn't it? 24  know.
25 A. Yes, 25 BY MR. FINNEGAN: :
Page 131 Page 133 |
1 Q. And then you see Exhibit §1a, Father, you're 1 Q. It could be sexual?
2 cc'd down at the bottom, it looks like, and this 2 A. It could be sexual, it could be problems, you )
3 document, do you remember seeing this document? 3 know. He was just kind of nudging me to let me know thai,
4 A, Yeal. 4 the strong feclings of his kid aud that it wasa't, you '
5 Q. I just have a couple more to show you, Father, 5  know, for nothing, I didn't know exactly what it was,
6 and then I'll be done. This is Exhibit 60. 6  but there were a lot of people, like I sald right at the
7 A. Aw ] to read this? ‘ 7 outset, they either were for him or they were against
8 MR, MAZZEO: Wait for a question, 8  him, So that's where I was, you kuow.
9  BY MR. FINNEGAN: ) 9 MR. FINNEGAN: And then I'm going to --
10 Q. Just -- just look it over and see if -- if you 13 what I'd like to do on this onc is -~ I'm not sure if
11 recognize it first. 11 this oneis in the record or not. You definitely have
12 A, (Witness complics.) 12 it It's 117, It's the policc report. You can keep
13 Q. Father, rather than having you read the whole 13 that, but rather than pulting this whole thing in the
14 thing, just after reading, it looks like you've read 14 record, what I'd like (o do is direet him to read one of
15  tlrough at least the first page. Does this look familiar 15  the -- one of the pages in here and ask him a question
16  to you atall, this document? 16  aboutit. And1don'ireally want to put this inlo the
17 A, Well, I don't think we priests were privy to 17  record. I'm not sure if it is yet or not, butil's gota
18 this kind ol material ahiout a fellow pricst ever,and I ;18 whole bunch of names in it that are possiblc survivors,
19  dow't think I was. 19 MR. MAZZEO: Thai's finc. What pagc in
20 Q. Let me -- what I'd like to do, Father, is ask 20 particular?
21 youa specific question about Page 3. Could you read 21 MR. FINNEGAN: I'd like to ask him abonl
22 that first paragraph up there, it's labeled E? 22 Page3T.
23 A, Yeah. 23 MR. MAZZEQ: This only goes up to 34.
24 Q. Just read that to yourself and I'll ask you a 24 MR, FINNEGAN: Therc should be -- therc's
25 question, 25  a--that's a 41 down there, soiry,
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1 MR. MAZZEQ: Oh, oh, down on the -- oh, 1 A, Tdon't recall that.
2 okay. 2 Q. Did -- did Father Wagner, did he ever have any
3 MR. FINNEGAN: On the Bates stamnp, somry. 3 discussions with you?
4 MR. MAZZEO: Mike, which one in 4 A. About Feeney?
5  particular? 5 Q. About Feeney that he had gotten any reports
6 MR. FINNEGAN: The last paragraph is what 6  about Feeney?
7 I'dlike to ask him about. Can I have him start reading 7 A. Nuo, he -- he didn't tell me nbout it. I suppose
8 it? 8  he felt that that was a confidential thing. He had to
9 MR. MAZZEO: Sure, 9 take that up with the chancellor here at Green Bay, the
10 MR, FINNEGAN: Or do you want to give him 10 Dbishop.
11 another eopy? 11 Q. And other than -- than the one name that you put
12 MR MAZZEQ: Oh, okay. 12 here on -- on Exhibit E, any other parents that --- that
13 BY MR. FINNEGAN: 13 eame to you with eoncemns about Feeney's relationship
14 Q. What I'm showing you here, Father, is Exhibit 14 with their sons?
15 117, And I'm going to direet you to read it you can the 15 A, At the moment I can't recall of any.
16  bottom paragraph down here starting right there. And 16 MR. FINNEGAN: All right. 1 don't have
17 again, I asked you something about this guy, but | don't 17  anything further, Pete.
18 want to say his name out foud. So if we ean do that and 18 EXAMINATION
19  before he was John Doe 4, so when we're talking about him } 19 BY MR. MAZZEO:
20 if we can just say John Doe 4 or Joln Doe, that will -- 20 Q. Aliright. Father, I have a few questions for
21 that will help. But read that -- read the last paragraph 21 you just to follow up. You lestified earlier that you've
22 there, and then I'l ask you some questions here. And 22 been a member of the Leo Benevolent Assoeiation for how |:
23 then that paragraph goes onto Page 38 at the top, and if 23 many years now? '
24 you can read that part, too, Father, that top paragraph, 24 A. From the day I was ordained, That's 52 I've :
25  and then that's the end of that paragraph. 25  been a member of it. All the priests are members of the |;
Page 135 Page 137 |
1 A. (Witness complies.) 1 association. It's n benevelent fraternal organlzation to
2 Q. Are you done with that first paragraph, 2 look after the sick and old priests, you know. Started i
3 Falher? 3 Dbefore many of our states were states of the Union, 1878.
4 A. Yeah. Can I make a comment about it? 4 Q. Okay. Andso-- :
5 MR. MAZZEQ: Wait for a question. S A. And I was the treasuver, elected to the Board of
& BY MR. FINNEGAN: 6  Directors by my fellow priests since 1969, and I was the
7 Q. What -- what is -- what's your reaction to that, 7 elected treasnrer by the Board of Directors and --
8  toreading that? B Q. And that was the Board of Direetors of the
9 A, Well, I don't reeall — I remember the Coffey 9 LBA?
10 kid, but I don't recall bim coming to me with this 10 A. Of the LBA.
11 probleni. Aud 1 was not the pastor, I was associate 11 Q. Allright. Would you just brietly describe the
12 priest there, 12 relationship, if any, between the LBA and the Diocese of
13 Q. Do you remember his -- this -- this man's dad 13 Green Bay?
14 coming to you about a problem with his son? 14 A, Well, we serve the people -- all the priests
15 A, No, Idon't remember that either. Tean't 15  serve the people of the Diocese of Green Bay, but it was
16  remember what My, Coffey looked like, and I don't 16  ascparate corporation from the diocese,
17  remember hiin coming to me, But il he went to the pastor,; 17 Q. Did the Diocese of Green Bay have any eontrol
18  itwas not me, it would he somchody clse. Might have 18  overthe LBA?
19 Deen Wagner. 19 MR. FINNEGAN: Objeetion.
20 Q. Any -- and so you -- you have no memory of 20 THE WITNESS: Well, with the appointment
21 getting any lype of -- il's cotrect to say thal you have 21 of priests, with the assessment of funding for the LBA,
22 no memory of gelting any type of report that dealt 22 they had to assess parishes to fund for the individuals
23 with -- with the -- 23  inthe association, their protection for disability and
24 A, Description here? 24 their protection for retivement, and we had disability,
25 Q. Yecah. 25 total, partial, perimanent, temporary, all ditferent kinds
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1 ofthings. And every (hree years we tried to run an 1  orthe parents of children regarding sexual misconduct by
2 actuarial siudy. In the first years, the entirc LBA was 2 Jolw Feeney. Do you recall that question? :
3 --was managed out of the chancery office, and T don't 3 A, Yeah. (
4 know when that happened, but there were officers clected 4 Q. Okay. And you had responded at that -- based on |}
5  backinthe 18 -- carly 18 -- [ate 1800's. 5  my recollection, you responded by saying that there was
6 BY MR MAZZEO: 6 --aside from the list, the list of names that was shown
7 Q. Allright. Father Bob, now you testitied that 7 to you earlicr, that you did have a discussion with the
8  you -- you've becn a member since you were -- you were 8 father ot one of the children that | belicve was -- that
9  ineardinated in 19527 9 went to St, Therese Parish, is that correct?
10 A. Yeah. 10 A. Yeab.
11 Q. And you still are currently a member of the 11 Q. Okay. AndI'm -- 1 was a little confused with
12  LBA? 12 the testimony that you provided. Is it -- is it your
13 A. And I was manager/treasurer for 40 yvears, 13 testimony that the discussion you had with that father,
14 Q. Okay. So you're still a member, though, of the 14 whose name you disclosed on the sheet of paper identified
15  LBA currently? 15  as Exhibit E, thal there was no information disclosed to
16 A, Yes, 16  you regarding sexual inappropriateness or misconduct by
17 Q. And -- and you're -- you're receiving benelits 17  Mr. -- by John Feeney?
18  from the LBA now that you're retircd? 18 A. well, I didn't know what it was. He did not
19 A, Yes 19 specifically say that his son was aetually tauched or did |}
20 ). Okay. And then in 1969, you were elccted by the 20 some action or Feeney tried to do some action with him. |
21 Board of Directors of the LBA? 21 Ile Jnst said -- he -- he expresscd to me the vehemence
22 A, First of all by the priests, 22 that his son had against Feeney, and he was trying to
23 Q. By the pricsis, okay. 23 nudge me, I think, as a good friend that samething was
24 A. Al the priests voted, then on the Board of 24 poing on. He didn't specifically say It.
25  Directors [ was eleeted treasurer because [ was an odd | 25 Q. Okay, He didn't speeifically say it, he didn't
Page 139 Page 141 |
1 duck, I had a degree in business administration from 1  provide you any details with regard --
2 Marquette, so the gnys felt I could run the pension 2 A, That's right.
3 program, 3 Q. --toany alleged misconduet or
4 Q. And what, if any, involvement or -- to what 4 inappropriateness between -~
5  extent did the bishop have any say with your appointment 5 A. Yeah.
6 as treasurer to the LBA? 6 Q. -- John Feeney and his son, right?
7 A. He had oue vote, 7 A, Yeal.
8 Q. Okay. So he didn't -- it was his vote only? 8 MR. MAZZEO: Okay. Ihave no further
9 A. The Board -- the Board voted, you kuow, and the | 9  questions.
10 bishop had oue vote. 10 MR. FINNEGAN: Nothing. ;
11 Q. And he only had one vote by virtue of the faet 11 (The deposition was concluded at approximately 2:23|°
12 that he was a member of the Board? 12 pm)
13 A. Right. 13
14 ). Okay. But othenwise, the bishop did not 14
15 otherwise appoint you -- 15
16 A, No. 16
17 Q. --in his capacity as bishop -- 17
18 A, Neo. 18
19 Q. --toserve on the LBA? 19
20 A, Right. 20
21 Q. Okay. Allright. And before we had that lunch 21
22 break earlier, there was a discussion -- there was 22
23 actually a question that was asked by plaintift's 23
24 counsel, Mr. Finnegan, when he asked you about any 24
25  conversations that you might have had with any children 25
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1 CERTIFICATE
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4 above-entitled action under the Rules of Civil Procedure
5  on Novemiber 5, 2010.
6 That the witness was first duly swom by me before
7 the comimeneement of his deposition, that the testimony so
8  given by said witness was redueed by me in stenotype and
9 transcribed under my supervision; that the transeript is
10  alruc record, to the best of my ability, of the
11  teslimony given by the wiiness; and that the reading and
12 signing of the deposition transeript was not waived by
13 counsel for Father Robert Vandenherg,
14 I further certify that [ mn not a relative,
15  employee, attomey or counsel of any of the parties or
16  attorneys or financially interested in the event of this
17 action.
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19  affixed my scal of office this day of
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21
22
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24
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J. R, CROCKETT, IR,, ESQ.
Nevada Bar No. 000068
CROCKETT & MYLERS

700 South Third Street

Las Vegas, NV 89101
702-382-6711

Fax: 702-384-8102

- anel-

JEFFREY R. ANDERSON, ESQ.
JEFE ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES
366 Jackson Street, Suite 100

St. Paul, MN 55101

651-227-9990

Fax: 051-297-6543

Attorney for Plaintiff Joim Doe 119

DISTRICT COURT

CLARIC COUNTY, NEVADA

JOHN DOE 119,
Plaintift,

Vs,

ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP OF LAS VEGAS

and His Successors, a Corporation Sole, f/k/fa DIOCESE OF
RENO-LAS VEGAS and its Predecessors and Successors,
the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF GREEN BAY, INC.,

and FR. JOHN PATRICK FEENEY,

Defendants.

Case No, A555265
Dept. No. II

COMMISSION TO TAKE VIDEOTAPE DEPOSITION
D

OUTSIDI

THI STATE OIF NKEYAD

TO: ANY NOTARY PUBLIC OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN

vod
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YOU ARE HEREBY COMMISSIONED AND FULLY AUTHORIZED to take thc
videotaped deposition of: FATHER ROBERT VANDENBERG, in accordance with the
Rules of Civil Procedure of the State of Nevada, at the law firm of Peterson, Berk &
Cross, 125 South Jefferson Street, Suite 205, Green Bay, W1 54301, on the 5¢h day of
November, 2010, at the hour of 9:00 AM, and on succeeding days until concluded, or at
such other time and places as may be nmtually agreed upon by counsel! for the respective
patties hereto.

Y ou shall put the witnesses on oath and their testimony shall be recorded by
sonmeone acting under your direction, stenographically, and thereafter transcribed.
Objections to evidence presented shall be noted, and the evidence shall be taken subject to
the objections. When the testimony is fully transcribed, it shall be signed by the respective
witnesses after a full opportunity to make corrections or changes. Yon shall ceitify on the
deposition that the witness was duly sworn by you, and that the deposition is a deposition,
and place it in an envelope endorsed with the title of the action and marked "Deposition of
FATHER ROBERT VANDENBERG," and send it by registered mail to L.R.
CROCKETT, JR., CROCKETT & MYERS, 700 South Third Street, L.as Vegas, Nevada,
80101.

DATED this ___ day of , 2010,

CLERK OF COURT, CLARK COUNTY

//
o P %
Blg_{': - KADIAABRERONE?
eputy County Clerk N7
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. Caraoric DiocesE oF GREEN Bay
BOX 66
GREEN DAY, WISCONSIN 54305

September 14, 1383
' CONFIDENTTAL

ACCUSATIONS REGARDING REVEREND JOHN P. FEENEY

I. MORAL-SEXUAL

a.

Accusation of péssible sexual assault (Wisconsin State

Statutes, TFourth Degree) 1n the context 6f hearing the

confession of a young girl,

- Father Feeney was given a wdrning by Bishop Wycislo in
a September 8, 1978, letter to be more prudent in the
hearing of confessions, especially of young people.

Accusation of exposure ou the part of Father Feeney by an
appliance repair and installation pexson. This young man,
a non-Catholic, stated in writing that Father Feeney exposed
himself while he (i.e., the appliance person) was installing
an air conditioner in Father's bedroom.
A second accusation involves taking showers at the high
school locker room and being in locker room while boys
were taking showérs.
-~ Again, this after a warnlng by the Bishop and a request
by Bishop Wycislo to restrict recreational activities
which involve youth.

A third incident of exposure in the presence of young boys
in the case of a canoeing outing with seventh - eighth
graders from the parish. The incident involved being dunked
by Fathexr Feeney and then joining them in clothing change.

- This after being advised by Bishop to stay away from
young people altogether.

I1. FINANCIAL

a,

Accusation that personal phone calls were being charged to
the parish, especially phone calls to travel agencies,
airports, family members, and others of a personal nature.

Aecusation of attempting to bilk money from the parish in

connection with the appearance of his singer brother, Joe
Feeney. The advertising and band were chargéd te the parish,

even though the advertising was for other appearances in
Northeastern Wisconsin.

" (Dver)

DIOCESE OF GREEN BAY
0360
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IIT.

Iv.

Addltlonally, there was an attempt to present as double’,
the cost of the back-up band for Joe Feeney's appearance.
Actual cost was $2500 For five appearances. There was an
attempt Co charge $5000 ($1000 apiece); double billing for
advertising. Also, Suamico was billed.

c. Accusation of double claim for missing money from the
rectory: both from the parish insurance and- personal

insurance.

d. Mass Stipends and Stole Fees

$2800 worth of stipends for a member of the parish have
not been accounted for. No Masses celebrated in parish;

no notification of having sent Masses outl:; and no recording
of stipends in parish Mass stipend book

.Charging $10.00 for baptism. Diocesan’ estallshed fee is
$2.00. ,

DISRUPTIVE CONDUCT DURING. THE LITURGY

Standing on the front pew for preaching.
Harassing people regarding sitting in the back pews.
Pushing Missalettes in the faces of people.

Personal attacks and embarrassing various parishioners: during
sermon, during reception of Communioun.

ABSENCES FROM THE PARISH

Not making arrangements for pastoral coverage. WNeglecting

duties as .pastor in.counseling, instructing people iu prepara-
tion for saeraments and religious instruction. Not showing up
for rellglous instructions on frequent occasions. Frequent

absences from parxish,

ACCUSATION OF ODIUM POPULI

a. People have left parish and joined neighboring parishes,

b. Children dropping out of Catholic school and attending
publie school.

c. People are not attending Mass at the parish any longer.
d. Attempts to intimidate people: threat of excommunication;

other threats of a "religipus nature",

{Continued)

DIOCESE OF GREEN BAY
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VI.

Widespread accusations, allegations and rumors regard-
ing sexual improprieties on the-part of Fathex Feeney
from previous parish assignments: St. Therese, Appleton;
I'reedom; Suamico; De Pere; Chilton, etc.

Young people getting married in surrounding parishes,
having children baptized in other parishes to avoid
having Father Feepey baptize them.

Rudeness to members of the parish.

Refusal of trustees to serve because of inability to
work with Father Feeney.

Loss of respecf amoug people of the parish.

DISRUPTIVE CONDUCT AND INFLUENCE IN THE COMMUNITY

d.

Irresponsibility in attending to schedule for release
time for students.

Attempt to undermine the influence of school authorities.

Trespassing in private lockers of students.

- After incident, instruction has been put out that
Father Teeney is not to be left alone in the public
high school building.

Repeated traffic violations: Shawano County, Kewaunee
County, Outagamie County, Calumet County; harassing
issuing officers.

DIOCESE OF GREEN BAY
0362




CatgoLIC DIOCESE OF (GREEN BAY
BOX 66
GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN 54305

" CONFIDENTIAL -

BRIEFING AND' RESUME -

Father Feeney has been at the Stockbridge parish fox almost
five years. During this time, there has been a continugus stream
of calls from the parish in regard to his absences and his impropex,

erratic and disruptive behavior.

He was transferred from the pastorateé of Freedom under the
cloud of a charge of sexual assault involving two young boys.
The District Attorney had already been approached and was pursuing
the matter. The charges were dropped by the parents of the boys.
on' assurance by the Diocese that Father Feeney was going to be

removed and would be given cownseling,

Father was transferred to the position of Administrator at
Stockbridge with the warming that, if there was another repeat of .
such incidents, he would be removed

In the recent: past assignments, there have beén accusations
of improprieties of a sexual or quasi-sexual nature in each assign-

ment. These have been the cause of scandal and widespread rumor.

Each time; there have been strong and vehement denials of
any wrongdoing.
The accusations and the record of allegations date back years

and include assigpments at Chilton, Appleton, Freedom, Suamico,
De Pere and, most recently, Stockbrldge

Attempts were made to have Father Feeney undergo counseling,
He has been in either counseling or psycholegical testing with
Father Martin Pable, Dr. Thomas Kelley and, most recently, with
Father John Van Deuxen.

These attempts were not successful since there has always
been the strong denial and thus, no problem, as far as Fathex
Feeney was concerned, to be worked out.

At this time, it would seem difficult for the Diocese to
continue ko transfer the problem or even to try to protect from
any possible prosecution,

DIOCESE OF GREEN BAY
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Cataoric DiocesE oF GREEN Bay

VOX 66
GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN 54305

POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES FOR RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ORDINARY

1. Leave Father Feeney at his present assignment as Administrator
of Stockbridge; and allew the people imvolved to attempt
prosecution on the sexual misconduct issue.

There will probably be an attempt to solicit people for ;
testimony from previous parishes. The resulting publicity )
in this case will be damaging both for Father Feeney and for

the Diocese.

The investigative reporter from Channel 11 has already inquired
what action will be taken on Father Feeney. He is willing to
follow through and expose the Diocese's inaction should there
be no action taken regarding Father Feeney.

2. Father Feeney could be given another temporary assignment in
the Diocese in an area in which his reputation is not well known.

3. TFather Feeney could be removed from assignment in the Diocese,
given a leave of absence for reasons of health and sent by the
Ordinary to a place such as the House ‘of Affirmation or the

treatment place in New Mexico.

4. Following a period of treatment, Father Feeney could find
another diocese willing to accept him,

5. TFather Feeney could be removed from assignmenf and retired early.

6. Father Feeney could request, on his own, to be released from
agsignment in the Diocese and attempt ko find a4 position in
andther diocese willing to take him. The Ordinary would give
a recommendation to another bishop to accept him for assignment.
This would be done quietly without any damage to Father Feeney.
Father will be responsible for finding a willing Ordinary and

diocese.

7. PFather Feeney could be placed in assigmment with another priest
who would serve as either a mentor or supervisor, to whom he.
would be accountable. Father Feeney would seek out one of the
priests of the Diocese who would be willing to work with him.

SUGGESTION: Of the above possibilities, the first and second
do not seem feasible. N DIOCESE OF GREEN RaAY
0364



Chaptef 1
THE PROCEDURE FQR THE REMOVAL OF PARISH PRIESTS

CANON 1740

When the ministry of any parish priest has for some reason
become harmful or at'least ineffective, even though this occurs
without any serious fault on his part, he can be rTemoved from
the parish by the diocesan Bishop.

_CANON 1741

The reasons for which a parish priest can lawfully be removed
from his parish are principally:

1. A mannex of acting which. causes grave harm ox
disturbance to ecclesiastical communion.

2. Ineptitude or permanent illness of mind ox body, which
makes the parish priest unegual to the task of fulfilling

his duties satisfactorily.

3. The loss of the parish priest's good name among upright
and serious-minded parishioners, or aversion to him, when
it can be foreseen that these factors will not gquickly

come to an end.

4. Grave neglect or violation of parochial duties, which
persists after a warning.

5. Bad administration of temporal goods with grave harm to
the Chuxrch, when nc other remedy can be found to eliminate

"this harm.

% Revised Code of Canon Law

DIOCESE OF GREEN BAY
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DIOCESE OF GREEN BAY

1825 RIVERSIDE DR., P.O, BOX 1825 GREEN BAY, W| 54305-5825 — TEL. 414-437-7531
September 25, 1984

Msgr. Thomas Meger

Diocese of Reno — Las Vegas
Box 1211

Reno, NV 89504

Dear Monsignor Meger:

I tha

nk you for
me F i

If, at any time, the insurance coverage changes for Father Feeney,
please inform us. ’

Thanlk you once agaln for your efforts in this matter.
Sincerely in Christ,
Rev. David Kiefer

Director
Office of Personnel

DKfala

cc: Reverend John Feeney ' DE@ET]ME C

vMsgr. Roy Klister
Rev. Robert Vandenberg

SFP £ 61980 -

GREEH BAY DIOCESE
GREEN BAY, Wi 64305 -

DIOCESE OF GREEN BAY
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Biocese of Rewn - Tns Wegns

515 COURY STREET ~ P. O, BOX 211

RENO, NEVADA 83504 - 1271]

THE CHANCERY {702) J22D.9274

December 12, 1984

Reverend Robert Vandenberg
410 East Wallace
Combined ‘Loeks, Wisc. 54113

Dear Fathef Vandenberg:

1. spoke by phone with Father John Feeney this morning regarding the
contyibution that this Diocese will make to your retirement fund. He

tells me that this goes into the LBA.

In March of next year, the Diocese will send to the Diocese of Green
Bay a check in the amount of $494,00, this total amount representing
an on—going rebirement contribution of $449.00 and a long-term dis-
ability ¢ontribution of §45.00. This is the amounk thatr oll parishes
and agencies pay ioto the retirement and dlsabillty funds of our

diocesen and relipious personnel.

Nould you please let me' kngw 1f the contribution should be sent to

you at the above address. XF sd, I will make sure that our Cenktral

Accounting 0ffice is so informed.
With cordial good wishes for a very Mexry Christmas, I am

Yours sincerely,
I
Do )“7*/
Rev. Msgr. Thomas feper
‘Charicelloyx

Jag .
¢. Father Johm Feeney

RCB 00347 ' ' {?m






Biocese of Reno - Fine Praus

5(3 COQURT STREEY = P. O, BOX 1111

v

THE CHANCERY

RCB 00348

December 13, 1984

Reverend Robert Vapndenberg
410 East Wallace .
Combiped Locks, Wisc: 54112

Dear Father Vandenberg:

RENO, HEVADA 89504 - 1211

(102} ¥»9-9274

1 wvrote you yesterday concerning the contyibution of the Diccese
to the retirement fund of the Diocese of Green Bay in reference

to Father John Feeney.

I presume you will receive that letter,

although I discovered only after it had been mailed that the

name of the town was mispelled.

I am sending a corrected copy:

in the event that for some reason you did not receive the letker,

With good wisheg, I am

JdE
encl,

Yours sincerely,

e Mg

Rev. Hsgr. Thomas Heger
Chancellor







Bivcese of Rena - Fins Wegus

515 COURT STREET - P, 0, BOX 1211

RENO, NEVADA 89504 ~ 121)

THE CHANGERY {ro2) 2290274

Necember 12, 1984

Reverend Robert Vandenberg
410 East Hallace
Combined ‘Locls, Wisc. 54113

Dear Father Vandenberg:

I.spoke by phone with Father John Feeney this merning regarding the
concxibution that this Diccese will make to your rekirement Fund. He
tells me thakt this goes into the LDA,

the Diocese will send to the Diecese oF Greeown

In March of next year,
this total amount representing

Day a check in the amount of $494,00,
an on-going retirement contribution of $449.00 and a long-teym dis-
ability contriburion of $45.00. This is the amounlt thart all parishes

and agencies pay into the recirement and disablliLy funds of our
dlucesan and religious pexsonnel.

WOuld you please let me koow if the contributien should be sent to

you at the above address. ITf sd, T will make sure that our Cenkral

Accounting Office is so informed.
With cordia)l good wishes For a very Merry Chrisemas, I am

Youxs sincerely,

. /
Dorirr Mo 7o
Rev. Msgr. Thomas leger

‘Chancellox

fAE ‘
" e. PFather Jolip Feeney

RCB 00347 - - | | _ ..V.YT—[.ISTS
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SSOCIATION eRIESTS OF THE DIOGESE OF GREEN BAvY

Decembar 20, 1984

-Rey ., John Feeney

St. Francis de Sales Parish
1111 Michael Way

Las Vegas, Nevada 89108

bear Father John:
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!.

Thank you for your letter of December 12th, I also.received a
lettex from Msgr. Meger of the diocese of Rene Y.ax Vegas stating
that a contribution of $494. wobld be wade in your name to the
LBA in Januvary 1985, Please clarify for me if this pontribution
is an anmual contribution, ox is this to be applied to your prem-
ium due to the LBA for 19842 It is ko your income tax advantage
of course, to have your employer contyxibute directly to the Leo

Society.

The LBA bills guarterly for the $1000. premium per yesar, Does

the Reno-Las Vegas DioceSe wish to be billed in this way, br do
‘they prefer to make a once a year contribution of an amount estab-
}ished for the priests in that diocese with the responsilbility

for payind the balance falllng on yourself? Th other words,
responsibility for the premium and a billing procedure should be

clearly established for the fiture.

Fer the year 1984 John, you owe $1000. Nothing has been put inko
the fund in your name. You are urged to pay this for 1984 to main-
tain your "paid up status." If the, §494. in Januvary 1985 is for
1984, we will accept that as a payment for 1984. The bi#lance, how-
ever, should be covered by your check and/or the signing of the
promlssory note.

A copy of this letter is being sent to- Msgr. HMeger, se that the
two of you can agree on a payment plan: for the future.

Incldentally, the Board of Directors voted for an inorease of $50
- per month in the pension henefit beglnnlng January 1st. I antici-
pate an incredse in the premium afifer our actuarial study is com-
pleted in 19085, The benefii increase adds an annual coslt of
"$27,000., althouyh we are dolng well with our investments.

~lu

RCB 00349° : l ,:gl
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« ;Rev. Feéney
' December 20, 19544
Page 2

The presbyterate ‘elected me t& another four'year term on the
Board of Directoxrs. As the Treasurer, pray that I don't end
up Liké Judas. ’

With every best wish, I am

Fraternally,

. ) Rev. Robext H. Vandenberg,
B . Treasurexr

RAY/ms

P.S. We have renewed hopes for ‘the Packers, going 7-1 in the
last B games.

ocec:  Rev., Msgr. Thomas Medger ‘/

RCB 00350







WISCONSIN 54117

| =
| 5% Y

ENEVOLENT

SSOCIATION PRIESTS 0OF THE DIOCESE OF BREEN HAY

May 10, 1985

Reverend John Feeney

St. Francis de Salle Church
1111 Michael Way -
Las Vegas, Nevada 89108

Dear John:

We are in the process of g new actuarial study for the Leo
Benevolent Adsogiation, 1Is it your intention to settle for
vesting rights at age 70 for service in the Diocese Of Green Bay,
or do you intend to maintain full participation in the L.B.A.?
To be eligible fox penslon and disability benefits a member must
be a paid-up member ip good standing. You are in arrears for
$1000.Q0 for 1984 and by June of 1985 you will owe an additional
§500.00. The interest rate for 1984 will be 9. 6% determined by
our rate of return for that year.

We request your immediate response as to your participation in
the Leo, and hopefully your check so that our actuarlal study can

be made with accuracy.
Ii: was good to see you a few weeks ago.
.With every best wish, I am

Fraterpally in Christ,

Rev: Robext H. VandeSZerg,

Treasurei, Leo Benevolent Association

RHV/ms

cct:  Msgr. Thomas Meger V’/(
Diocese of Reno - Las Vegas
_ Rev. David Kiefer

RCB 00352







Biocese ol Rena - Fing Hequs

515 COURT STREET - P. 0. BDX 121

REHO, NEVADA 89504 - 1211

-~

‘- "THE GHANCERY {7or) 2129-92714

Hay 16, -1985 .

Reverend John Feaney‘ '

"5k, Francis de’ Sales Church ' )
1111 Michael Way

Las Vegas, Nevada B9108

Pear Father Feeney:

"We have received a copy of the letier sent to you by Father Robert

H. Vandenberg, Treasurer of the Leo Benevoleat Association, informing
‘yoo that you are in arrears of §1,000 for 1984 and by June. 1985 you
will owe an additional $500.00 as part of the associstion's tetire-
ment program for the Diocese of Green Bay.- It is our policy that
$443.0G be paid for each yéar of service to your diocesan pension
_plan as well as an additional $45.00 for long-term benefits for a
total bf ‘§494:00 per year paid into your LBA diocesan:pension plan,

‘This woney puoles directly from the parish’in which you are servinp;
therefora, I presume that Msgr. LaVoy has already paid the 1984-85
fiscal year Diccese of Reno-Llas Vegas portion of the §494.00 tnwards
, Your, penslon and disability benefits and will again, at your request,
@ the sanc for the 1985-86 fiscal year beginning July 1, X985. I
would suggest that ybu check with Msgr, LaVoy to make .sure that

: ' this has been done for the 1954-85 fiscal year, if mot, it should be

taken care of as soon as possible.

If theve are any further questions onthe matter of our own participation,
please fdal fraé to call our Fimancial D;rector, Hr. Phil Ries, who will
be able to assist you and further answer any questions you may have.

“Hith every Best wish and God's blessing, I am .
Yours sincevely,

et //@W‘(f

Reverend Fa'ﬁer Gilbert I, Canuel Jr.
Vice Chancellor .

/ar .
c. Leo Bencvolent Associavien

R(H3Dd353 - Hsgr. Flwoad LaVay

oM
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@Diocese
of Green Bay

Chancery Office
April 7, 1986

Rev. Gilbert J. Canuel, Jx.
Chancel lorxr

Diocese of Reno

P.O. Box 1211 .

Renc, Nevada 895041211

Dear Father Canuel:

Thank you for your letter of.March 25, 1986, and the enclosed
check of $494.00 as a contribution from the Diocese of Reno-Las
Vegas toward the pension ($449.00) and the long-term disability
($45.00} of Father John Feeney, a priest of thg Diocese of Green
Bay now active in the Diocese of Renb-Las Vegas.

Wie are grateful for this contribution and even more grateful for
- the opportunity givem Fathexr John Feeney to continue active
priestly ministry in your diocese.

May the Risen Loxd increase your hope and your joy in this Easter °

season.
' sincerely in Christ,
[N
,‘&i\\ﬁﬂ
Rev. Msgr, Paul P. Koszarek
Vicar General - Moderator
. PPK:lcs ‘
ce: Rev, Robert Vandenberg, L.B.A,
2923
PO. BOX 66 -

GREEN BAY, WI 54305-5066 E - S
Y4 ADE AAND e
Wmsomsson €




