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Abuse

Continued from Page 1A

Risen Savior, according to a com-
plaint filed last week, Adamson
had sexual contact with a 13-year-
old boy,

Carlson said that if mistakes
were made in the archdiocese’s
handling of the Adamson case, it
was because church officials did
not pro§erly understand how to
deal with child abusers. He said re-
Eorts of child abuse by priests will
e dealt with firmly and swiftly in
the future,

“there was nothing to it.”

Acting on a determination that
the incident was “inappropriate
behavior” and not sexual abuse,
Carlson sald, the archdlocese de-
cided to ask Adamson to slgn a
written agreement that he would
have no contact with young people.

“If there had been a case of sex-
ual abuse at that time, rather than
just inappro;l)‘riate behavior, I think

ave removed him,”
Carlson said,

Church officials did remove
Adamson from the priesthood in
1984 when they Jearned of allega-
tions that Adamson had abused
Gregory Reidle .about once a
month from the fall of 1977
through the spring of 1979 while
serving as a priest in St. Paul
Park,

“In 1984, when the real case
came to our attention, and as 1 said
in my statemenl. thal was reported
Lo us by the Stale of Minnesota, we
investigated thal and brought the
information we had and sat down
with Thomas Adamson,” Carlson
said. “He admitted that he had had
contact with the Reidle hoy, And I
recommended fo Archbishop
Roach that since this violated his
written contract with us, that we
would terminate him at that time.”

The bishop said the terimination
meanl. all of Adamson’s rights and
abililies to function as a priest in

. the archdiocese. were removed.

Later, the Diocese of Winona ter-
minated Adamson.

Carlson said that if mistakes
were made in the archdiocese’s
handling of the Adanison case it
was becausé ghurch officials did
not properly understand how. to
deal with child abusers. He said re-
ports of ¢hild abuse by priests wiil
be dealt with firmly and swiftly in

he futuré,

i

“It's our policy Loday thal Lhere
really is no cure for someone with
(he disease of pedophilia, bul only
a chance for some recovery,” Carl-
son said. “Therefore, il's our cur-
rent policy thal a minister would
never relurn to parish because how

+ can -you separate - working < with

adills and working with children
since families make up that parish
community?” ' RS

Carlson said that his and Roach’s
concern ‘ini cases of sexual ‘abuse;
always is focused on (le vietims:
and that a memorandirh he sent:
Roach in 1984 advising““the arch--
diocese poslure itself in such a way |
that any publicily will be minjm.’
ized” was nof referring to proteet-
ing the church from public émbar-
rassment.

“The memo recommending that
Fatliér Adaméon be terminated
was the same one in which tlie
phrase exisis that's been qioled in
the media about us in some way
wanting to limit the publicity in
the matler,” Carlson said. “We, al
that time, assumed (hal since the
state had told ps about the sexual
abuse allegation; it would be a pub-'
lic.matter.” .- S, '

“Our cancern obviously was for
the victim,” Carlson said, “that he
would receive proper care and we
were working Lo gel him that care,
at that time. The memao referred lo,
terminating Adamson so that when:
this became public, people would

not see us as irresponsible becanse
we had kept him in a position bnee”

the contracl was so clearly violat-
ed." o ¢
“You have to get’ within: our}
mindset,” he said, “In ‘1980, we:
were aware of one case of ‘kexual!
abuse, Looking back at it, since [
was obvioiisly involved in that, T'

treated this as a case of someone; -

who had really violated his vow of
celibacy ... an inappropriate act-
Ang ont,”

Carlson said he hoped the allega-
tions will not result in a lengthy
publie trial. - :

‘T'd Jove to settle-this,” Carlson
said. “And the reason I say that is
because those children have been
through enongh.”
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