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CHURCH/Archdloo&se paid $400,000 in sex abuse lawsuits
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sponds o experls’ predictions thalt
about 2 percent of priests abuse
children, Fifty pricsts in Lhe arch-
diecese have been “eredibly ac-
cused” of a sexually exploiting an-
other adult, McDonough said.

1n the 1980s and early 1990s,
Minnesola was the scene of a se-
rics of high-profile cases alleging
sex abuse by priests. Church offi-
clals were criticized Jor ignoring
allegations and moving offending
priests from parish 1o parish. Un-
der the lcadership of former Arch-
bishop John Roach, the archdio-
cese responded in 1988 by writing
the country's first policy to deal
with priests and the sexual abuse
of children. In 1992, guidelines
were expanded 1o include exploi-
tation of adulls and to cover any
ministry employee in the archdio-
cese. ordained or not.

The new 17-page document, A
Time to Heal: Preventing and Re-
sponding to Ministry-Related Sex-
ual Misconducl,” reiterates these
policies and lightens training re-
quirements. It was released to
fn&ats Thursday and will be pub-

hed oday in (ke archdiocesan
newspaper, the Catholic Spirit,
which goes to 87,000 homes. Fer
the first time, brochures explain-
ing how to make a complaint will
be made available in every pansh

Gary Sch a
psychotherapist who has comu}wd
in more than 3,000 sexnal miscon-
duct cases, said the archdiocese’s

efforts to publicize its policy is
inendable.

“My own view is that the arch-
diocese track record here is as
good as it gets, and they have done
a beller job lhan anyone I have
seen across the country. And T'm
consulted by a sumber of other
dioceses,” said Schoener. “Nalion-
ally, 1 don't think the Catholic
Cthumh has done a good job at
AL

Even the local policy has drawn
fire.

“The archdiocese can write and
say all these woaderful things, bal
1 judge them by Lheir actions,”
said Jeffrey Anderson, a St. Paul
attorney who bas filed hundreds of
sex mnisconduct lawsuits againsi
Calholic dioceses nationwide.
“Part of justice is reparation, and
when it comes Lo payment of mon-
cy, they just don't care. When a
viclim comes forward, they con-
tinue o hire an army of lawyers
and advisers to brutalize and re-
victimize the victim in court.™

Although victims can approach
the archbishop or wvicar general
directly, the new guidelines sug-
gest they first contact Phyllis Wil-
lerscheidt, coordinator of victim
advocates. If the complaint in-
volves a minor or vulnerable
adolt, it is turned over to police.

Otherwise, Lhe archdiocese
starts an investigation that may
include interviewing wilnesses and
the victim. In one case, the archdi-
ocese hired a private investigator
to follow a priest who denied hay-

ing an affair with a woman in his
parish. He was caught and later
resigned, McDonough said.

For the past three years, cases
have been reviewed by a panel,
‘which im:lu?e:sTI;icree tél’crgy h;nd
six lay [ panel makes a

mmmcratwn 1o the archbishop
aboul a long-term solulion.

Priesls who molested children
are not allowed to work in a par-
ish setting or have any conlact

Priests who molested
children are not
allowed to work in a
parish setling or have
| any contact with
| children, McDonough
| said.

with children, McDonough said.
Four of the 15 priests who sexual-
Iy molested children still work for

e archdiocese in administrative
capacities, he said,

Priests who exploited adults
may return lo a parish if they
undergo therapy, but their minis-
try is often restricted. For exam-
ple, a priest may be prohibited
from one-on-one counseling. The
parish council and staff are al-
ways informed of misconducl.
McDonough said.

“In a case when an individual
appears to have Jaced the underly-
ing causalities, is genuinely sorry,

where the viclimos are comfortable
with this, and where there is dis-
closure, then we will put a person
with Specific skills back to work,”
said McDonough. “Bul that isa it
of hoops Lo go through.”

MeDonough believes thal must
cases involving abuse of children
have been heard. But he still
thinks there are people who were
exploited as adults who have not
come forward.

That’s because experts estimate
that about 10 percent of people 1n
helping professions, such as physi-
cians, psychologists and clergy,
have inappropriate sexuval contact
with the people they serve. Allega-
tions of adull expluitation in the
archdiocese have identified about
4 percent of the archdiocese's 520
priests.

“We're very concerned [ ihink
we're actually more concerned
than our people to teli you the
truth, about adull-to-adull interac-
tion.” said McDonough. “When
go to parishes 1o tell thém thil we
are removing their pricst because
ol involvemenl with an adult pa-
rishioner, the reaction is often
something like, ‘Wl thank God it
was a woman and not a chitd”
Well, oor reaction is that any time
we misuse our pusition 1o hurm
another, that is a very fundamen.
tal violation of e inteprity of
what we're about. IUs just wrong.”

Maja Beckstrom. whe covels sehgion
nevis. can be 1eached 3t mbeck.
strom @plonenrpress.com 1 {(51)
228-5295.





