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72 August2002

Memo To: Archbishop Flynn and Archbishop's Council

From: Father Kevin McDonough

Re: Generating Communication with Parishes Having Some Connection to
a History of Clergy Sexual Abuse

We have a significant number of parishes that were served at one time or another -
before, during, or after known offenses - by priests with a history of sexual abuse of
minors. For years we have acknowledged that there are good reasons to implement
a healing process in some such parishes: for example, to help other possible victims
to come forward and to break the unhealthy secrets that often remain in such
parishes. On one or more occasions this summer, our failure to do so in specific
instances has been viewed as part of a "cover-up". Of course, that failure \ryas not a
cover-up, but rather lack of time and resources to follow up. I want to propose that
we ought to devote the resources now to "lancing the boil" while there is residual
interest/fea r I c onc ern/ an ger about this is sue.

A further motivator for particular work with these parishes is this: the local media
are researching our history and are likely eventually to publish a list of our known
offenders. Even if we do not preemptively release all of that information ourselves
("publish the list"), we are going to have to deal with its disclosure sooner or later.
I would prefer to see us in the position of having already prepared local parishes for
this likelihood.

I propose that we take the following steps:

1. We should identifl a list of parishes that potentially deserve this attention.

2. We should call a meeting that involves the pastors, trustees, and parish
council presidents of all such parishes. The meeting would include a
presentation about the policies of our Archdiocese about sexual misconduct, a
description of the possible effects of this history on a parish, and the
outcomes of our past work with such parishes,

3. We would then meet individually with the small leadership,group of each
parish and go over the relevant history with each of them.
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4. We would ask them to consider whether and how to involve a broader

leadership group in the discussion.

5. We would then send a staff member to each such parish to work out a process

of communication and follow up with each parish.

I do not believe we currently have sufficient staff support to carry out this effort
with internal resources. Therefore, we should bring someone in on a contract basis

to organize the effort. I propose that Patricia Gries be hired in that capacity. There

may be other equally qualifred candidates. I suggest that we move on this relatively
quickly, so that we can initiate the meetings this fall.

Here is apafüal list of the parishes that merit special attention:

Priests with known abuse histories:

Gilbert Gustafson: Saint Mary of the Lake, WIIL

Michael Stevens: Saint Michael, Prior Lake; Epiphany, Coon Rapids

Robert Thurner: Saint Mark, Saint Paul; Saint John, Hopkins; Saint Joseph, West
Saint Paul; Saint Therese, Saint Paul; Most Holy Trinity, Saint Louis Park; Saint
Michael, Prior Lake; St. Edward, Bloomington; Saint Luke, Saint Paul

Lee Krautkremer: Saint Peter, Forest Lake; Saint Joseph, Lino Lakes; Saint
Michael, Saint Michael; Saint Michael, W. Saint Paul; Saint Margaret Mury, Golden
Valley; Saint Peter, N. Saint Paul; Immaculate Conception, Faribault

Robert Kapoun: Saint Raphael, Crystal; Saint Scholastica, Heidelberg; Saint
Patrick, Saint Joseph, Saint Catherine, rural New Prague; St. Kevin, Minneapolis;
Most Holy Redeemer, Montgomery

Robert Zasacki: Saint Peter, Forest Lake; Sacred Heart, Robbinsdale; Saint Joseph,

Hopkins; Saint Joseph, Delano, Saint Peter, Delano

Paul Palmitessa: Holy Redeemer, Maplewood; Saint Paul,Zumbrota.

Timothy McCarthy: Saint Andrew, Elysian; Saint Peter Claver, Saint Paul; Holy
Redeemer, Maplewood; Saint Leo, Saint Paul, All Saints, Lakeville; Guardian
Angels, Lake Elmo; Saint Joseph, Circle Pines

Tom Gillespie OSB: Saint Bernard, Saint Paul; Saint Mary, Stillwater.

2



Eugene ($4lr'¿ttge) Corica: Saint Brìdget, Minneapolis; $aint Raphael, Crystal;
Holy Family, Saint Louis Parft; Saint PatrÍck, Ilver Grove Hoìghrs; Holy Clrìldhood,
Sainl Paul, ternp,

Thomas Àdar,¡rson: S¿rint Tlnn:as A,quinas, Saint Panl Park; Inrmacularc
Conception, üolumbi¿ HeÍghts; Risen Sarrîor; Apple Vnlley; Sairrt Boniface, Sirïnt
BonifacÌus; líved at Saint [-co, Saírrt Paul, and helped ouq \\rÍr$ fi.om TVinona
Ðiocese

Joseph [-{*iuer: Sçvçr-al New UIm pilishes; Saint Pc{a'. Forcst l¿ke.

AlÉSd L._qng!_ey: SaîntRichard, Riehfteld; trmmaeul*fe Conceptíon, Faribaulü Saint
Jude of the Lake, Mahtomedi

Itp¡;çld*\^V-ijg$g; Sai¡rt Augusfine, South Saírrt Paul; Saiut Rose of Lirna, Roseville.

$u_dolpþ f-fppliqhr Saint lvforgaret Mary, Goldcn Vallçy; $aint Ja¡res, Snint PauI;
$aint Mark, Shakopee

Ë¡:rrûcis Re.I'uolds: Saint Francis Xavier, tsuflhlo; Maternity of BVM, SaÍnr Paul;
$dn¡ Pau'ick, Sair¡r Paul; V-Ísitation, Minneapolïs; $ointMargaret Mary, Ooldcn
VåILey. OurI"ady of Ferpozual [f.Ip, MÌnneapolis

&mhm$p,HiJþjn; Saiut Fïus X, 'IVSL; Saint HçIenan lv-Iinneapolis; Norrftfielcl; Lrke
Sentou; Hdeu VoÌley; Saint lgnatiue, Ánnandnle, Snint Sridget, Lindsuom

!

Gilbert ÐcSuffe¡; Annunciaüon, h4inneapolis; Saint \Hilliam- Fridley $ainr
Michael, Prior Lake; Sairrt lvlary" Saint Paul; Seint Peær, Itichf¡eld; Sainr Mark,
Saint Paul; Imrnaculate Couceprion, Fariboult (spiritu*l director)

Joþn F{cGratlr: Saint He[er*a, Minneapolis; $acred Heart, Robbinodsle;

Jo,hn -Bruwn: Saint h{ary, \Yarrerlf S*int Peter Clnver, Sdnr Pauh .Annuneirtiou,
Hacs.lwsod; Saint Timothy, Mrrple Lakc, S¡rcæd Heart, Robbiasdale, $airrt John, $t,
Pnul, Saint Joseph, Hopkins; Saíut Anthony of Padua,IVfinneapolis, lmmaculate
Çonceptio,rt, Madi$on Lake; Saint Mry, LeCenter
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J-e.ror-¡rp Kç"nr: Saìnt Mark, Saint Faul; öur Lacly of Grace, Ëdin¿r; IHlr4, Mïnr¡etonka;
S*inI, Peter, Fqrrest Lake; Saint Dominig Northfiçld

JoseÊþ Wqidn: Saint Raphael, Crl,u'tal; Inunaculnte Coneeption, Columbia Heigltts:
Saint ,{ndrerv, Saint P*ul; Saint Rose of Lima, Í{oseville, Saint Joseph, Waponia,
Saint Pelerancl Fau!, LÒïelto, OurLadyof FerpetualHètp,Minnea¡rofis, Blessed

Sâûaflrent, Saint Paul

Ri-c*hi}t(lJe.Ub.r Our Lady of Gtace, EdÍna; S*int Mark; Saint Faul; Our Lady of
Peace (Saint Kevin), Minneapolis; Sacred }Ieen, RobblnsdslÊ; Saint Rosc of l-in¡n,
Roseville; Cl¡dst ttriç lft-ng, Minneapolis, Saint J oseph, Ilopluns

Ðennis_Kanrpa: Immaculnte Conception, Faribault; $ûintMark, SaintPauli $nittt
Vincent, Os$eo; $nint Mlehael, Fine Island; Suint Michael, Ke*yon; SalntJoseph,
YÈ, .S*int Paul, lnoly Family, Saiaf Louis P*rk, HoIy Trinity, S. $ai*t Paul

Joqeph Gûllatin : Sain t llubert, Chanlusscn; S ain t Berrrald, Saiut Faul.

Hau:y Wqlsh: Holy Trinity, South $aint Paul; Salnt [Jenry, Monticello; Saint Pius

X, lVhits Searl-tket Maternily of Blesæd Virgin, Saint Paul, Saint Stephen,
Min neapolis; Sniut,A,lne, LeSueur; AII S¿irrts, I-akeville

Pjeasenote as that we have three unresolved situations: Bishop Ðudley *ud
The outeome o{ their investigations mùy alro affect

this iiet.
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