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Bear Brother John Baptist, C.5.C. 3

Thic letter deals with a3 =ituation that I mentioned tc the Frovincial Visiter when
he came here this year.

I have been having problems with my vocation. 1 have been in close contacht with a
Spiritual Director, Fr. Dusack, one of ocur parish priesis.

Icu see Brothg r, 1 have for some time given thought about leaving the religious life
and getting into professional ball. This is the game of baseball. I have been praying
much and trying to decide.

1 am buwenty-two years of age, and I know that if I am to make the decision it must be now.
As you well know, in the pame of bsseball, yon must start young if you plan to meke a
career oult of it.

Secondly¥, you must have something to back up your claims as being a ballplayer., I am
a catcher. I've caught for aroung fourteenm years or so.

Well as I seid earlier, this has been on my mingd for scme time now, Finally, after much
prayer and thought, plus meuy dlecussions with my Spiritual Directer, I felt the time
had come to find out whatl gives,

I wrote to a mumber of scouts finding out different iafomation cn my plight, and if they
ouuld help me geb a try—out with their clubs. The Fhiladelphia Organization, showed me
great interest.

1 felt that I should have something to show ycu before I wrete this letter. That is,;I
vanted a scoubls appraisal on my status as a ballplayer, so that you wouldntt thigk that
this is only a dream that I've concocted., Also my Spiritual Direscter, thought that it
would be right and just to have scmething con papér for you. He fell that Ged hes had

a play in getling wme & chance io play pro-ball.

Well I uas scoubted this past week-end. The only people who knew that I was a Brother
vas the manager and the scout. 1 played in a double header., I caught the first game,
The scout took nctes and after ihe game he hed a talk with me.

He told me to tell you Just what his report would be to the Sceuting Department. MY
possibllities as a2 professioval baseball player is geod. I lcok geod behind the plate,
as-veXl-as at the plate baltiing. I have a strong arm that has to be develpped somevhkt,
I have trouble throving correctly down to second base on a steal., He gives me the rest
of this seuson with wuck practice avd game experiemee and 1'11 be ready to move up te
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a better class of baseball., 1've already been told that 1'11l be playing on the
regular squad in btwo or three wesks, Sunday T played cn the Roeoky sguad.

He stressed one peint to me., I have great hustle and desire to play ball, This is
one of the mest imporiznt characteristics a ball player wmust have,

This is what he had on me and what he wanted me to foreward om to you. Now Brother I have
an important request to make and ask of yéu. 1I'm quite sure that not many Brothers
have acksd this of you, sc I only hcpe that you will be uederstanding of my situation.

1 would be most appreciative and thankful, if you wculdd plesse leb me continue to

play in this league. 4s I told you before the players do not kunow who I am., And as

the scout pointed out, I need as much geme oxperience as I can get.

ss for my 3piritual life and work here at the Ranbh, nothing will be changed. The games
are being played cn my regualar days off. And I have not swaggered in my spirityal
exsrcises one bit.%‘“;/ &jd#gﬂu«, az” o 4W,«7,€/ /J‘-MM‘_Z:?; /6315
Brother John, I want you %c know right now thai my reascn for leaving the Brothers is

pot ore of bitlerness towards the Brothers or anything along those lines cf thought.

I respect the life and what it stahds for, I feel though that 1 can better achieve

mwy salvation and be a more cjmplete person in the field of bhaseball. 1 feel very

strongly that Ged has chosen me to this calling, for a certain work, 4nd I also feel

that he called me tc the religious 1ife, sc that I might become a stronger aund more
able Christian.

Well Brother John I have given you my story. I hdope that you vwill be able to aid me
alcng these lines.

I am scrry to trouble you, as I know how tusy you are and have so many other jwessing
needs for the community.

One ctuer thicg before I forget. I am supposed to renew wy temporary vous. 1 made my
first profession , August of 1968,

I am sorry for the typing errors, but I baven't been typing to long., I will be anxioucly
awkting your answer. &#s I well know that I ecan not and wlll nebl participate in any
activities of this sort withouf your permission,

1*11 close for now , asking thel ycu remember me in your{ prayers, as I keep yeu in mine
daily.

5/5/66 Dear Brother John McLaughlin:

I'm sending you a copy of this lctter so May Ged Bless You Alweys,
that vou know exacily the story as B.Joseph Youre in Holy Cross,
A tells it, 2 m‘jqw c.s
We feel here that You should set up any E Y/ i
restrictions you think necessary to Brother Joseph Eeagap, C.S.C.

safeguard his religious 1life re: time
r  _he honme, etc. Talk it over with him &

send us in duplicgte your decision. _—
Bé_ othexr 3%1;1; sy, ¢.5.C., Prov,
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