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A statenent o RN—

Twenty yeard age when Father Cobttar waa assigned to
St. Theresa's church I had been involved in the Boy Scouts
of America program for 15 years and, because of work in
training, was well known in the Baston Cauncil. I alsc was
secretary of the archdiocesan Catholic Cammitteze on Boy
Bcouting under the directorshlp of Monsignor Robert
McNeill. These facts were helpful in having my story taken
sericualy. : -

Father Cotter was placed in charge of the Scout tragops
and Cub Scout Packs which were sponsored by the church.
He was very enthusiastic about the program, tock tralalag,
vent camplng and rose to high positlon of Council Commissloner.
He alsgo tecame Boston Councll chalrman of the Catholic
Committee on Boy Scouting.

He became very friendly with some "Scout families", visited
their homes often and was extremely well liked.

[The mother of SW No.2 } 2 close frlend and Den Mother, called
me one morning very upsst. 8We told me she had found a
motel key i{n her oldest boy ‘s room and had comfronted him
with 1it. He said he had to prove to himself that he waa a
man because of being moleasted by Father Cotter aver a perfiod
of time. He went inte detalls with her.

Mrg. LSV No.2] questioned her other three boys and €ound
the same story. She remembered her son with tears in
his eyes, asking {f he had to go to Father Cotter's beach
house with him. She made hilm go. When asked why he had
not toid of the molestations., he sald, "because you thought.
so much of him." )

My husband and I remember whenever we were at the
[SW No. ] * home in the evening, Father Cotter would always
announce he was going upstalrs to say good nlght to the boys.

When I heard Mrg. [sWw Ne2 ] ' 8tory I told her that Father
Cotter was at the Scout camp in New Hampshire with a small
group of boys and that T had to alert thelr families.

I called the G tanmily ¢irst and JENMS vent up to

camp. I believe the [ SW ] family was at 2 family camp
near the Boy Scout reservation. G vas to tell them.
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Since Monslgnor Sheehanithepastor at St. Treresa's,
was falriy nev there and didn‘t know me well T first
called Monaignor McNelli at the CY0O offlce. I told him
the story and asked him to call Monsigneor Sheehan and tell
him that I was a reliable person.

I saw Monaslgnor Sheehan at the rectory and told him my
story. He was very %ind and considerate. I then asked him,
"What {8 done in a caae llke this?" and he replled,

“Watll geg." I never heard from him again about the
problem.

Monslgnor McNelll told me later that he had talked
wikth Father Cotter. g

Before speaking to Monsignor sheehan I called an
executive at the Boaton Council. Two executives came Lo
my house and told me they had sent people to camp to
remove Father Cotter.

Wnlls the executives were at my house, a strange
colncldence occurred., The doorbell rang and the person at
the door was Bud Pettibone, a Scout executive, whom I had
known very weil &t the Boston Council, but who had
transferred to the Framingham Council. (he hras since reticed.)

We told him the problem and he sald a family that ilived
besi{de him when he resided in West Roxbury had moved
suddenly because thelr son had told them he had been
malegted by Father Cotter.

The Scout office called me that night to tell me that
Father Cotker had denled the accusation and asked who his

accuser was. They gave him my name and 2sked him to leave
camp. 2,

Dan O'Nelll who 12 now the Scout Executive of the
Cambridge Councll, BSA, was very hard hit by the affair and
mentions it to me everytime we meet.

The story arcund the parfsh was that father Cotter was

{11 and the only time he came back to St. Theresa's was
for a receptlon glven in hls honecr. I did not attend.
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However, Father Cotter telephaoned me and sald that
he felt he "had been at the bottom of a deep well and was
finally seeing a light at the top." I don't remember his
exact words but he said he was sorry for all the suffering
he had causged.

A few days later I received a call from Mrs.
wha had two boys in Scouting. They also had been molested.
She zaid she had received a visit from Monsignor Sheehnan
about the problem. She sald Father Cotter had used the
excuse of her boys' {lliness (hemophilia} to have them
sleep in hia tent. She algo said that when cne of the boys
wag in the hosgpltal, Father Cotter molested him when the
family was out of the room. She sald her boys would be
willing to testlfy against him. .

I learned frcm Mrs. SW No?2 | that Father Cotter was
having therapy -- I believe it was for a year -- and that
he was ktrangferad to a parish on the North Shore.

Mrs. [ sS4 No.2] is a compassionate and forgiving person.
She Xapt 1in touch with Father Cotter and she related a
conversation she had with hls new pastor when she attended
Mass one Sunday. He sald he knew Father Cotter was iWw-trouble,
but he did pnot know what it was.

I always worred about Father Cotter and was relieved
when I heard he had dled.
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