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Rev. Richard E. McQuade

On Tuesday, June 18, 1996, Father McQuade met with me at Chancery. I began by reviewing
with Father McQuade the Archdiocesan policy regarding sexual misconduct and telling him that
everything we discussed was discoverabie if this marter was brought to a judicial process.

I told Father McQuade that an aworney representing (N ad senit to Chancery
approximately thirty letters written by Father McQuade to Mr. W s son, SN
W (hereafier referred to as "MlK) in the years 1982-1983, wheri N 35 A
student at Saint fJohn Seminary Cotlege. [ told Father McQuade that it was our understanding that
R s killcd in an automobile accident Yl vears ago and that his parents have since
divorced. In going throughliiili}’s belongings at the time of the divorce Mr. IR discovered
these lewers. Father McQuade noted thadliil's death was over [l years ago, inji NN

I proceeded (o read to Father McQuade approximately ten of the letters forwarded to this Office

by the auorney representing | NGNGGNGNGEE | «|d Father McQuade that these letters were
representative of all of the letters. [ then invited Father McQuade's response.

Father McQuade began by telling me about |l He said that to understand these letters
you would have o knowjjill He was very responsive and alive. Father McQuade showed me
two cards he had received from{iilii. oue of which he read sl s Funeral, The cards are
indicative of the very close relationship betweenjfjfijand Father McQuade.

Father McQuade related that whenif} was young he learned of his father's escapades; he found
out that his father was seeing a wornan in {JJ il WM was upset by his farther's behavior.
He would drive by the woman's house. He would call her telephone number and disguise his
voice. He loved his mother - he always did. Wil would cry when talking about bow his father
burt his mother. She did not know about the other woman. According to Father McQuade JJlk
felt adrift and alone. His father was not ofien around. When he was home there were fights and
arguments. Y felt that his father ignored him.

Father McQuade remembers the first time he sawjij Shonily after Father McQuade was named
Pastor at Saint Mark Parish in Dorchester, be erecled a basketball court, probably in 1979. One
dayllil] was at the court watching his brother play. Father McQuade asked him if he attended
CCD classes. He said "no". They struck up a frieadship. Father McQuade said thadiiiii became
aware that he could talk w Father McQuade. He feels thaliii§switched his love and friendship

from his father to Father McQuade Wil worked in the Rectory beginning i R

I asked Father McQuade if he and il were sexually involved. He responded, "No  He would
resent that; T would ton” . [ asked what he meant by the word "tesent” . He explained that he
thinks that i would have been offended ar any suggestion ot such a relationship.

[ asked of Father McQuade ever slept with il He said he never did.  He clanified this by adding
that they did have to sleep in the same bed on rare vecasions while raveiing when there was only
one bed avatlable

[ asked about kissing.  Father McQuade said thatiffiffwould Kiss him on the cheek. [ asked about
kissing where one of them would nsert his fongue into the other's mouth  “French kissing”
Father McQuade denied emphatically that this behavior ever occurted betweenfand him.

He said that he never remembers any kissing on the lips between them.
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[ asked Faher McQuade how he would characierize their relationship. He said that he would call
them “good friends”.

We then talked about the accident in whichfiifiidied. tn |9 ENGGGEGE
a soup kirchen/shelter founded by Rev. Bernard McLaughlin in East Boston. He wasllyears old

and unmarried. He had a girlfriend. He was owgoing. He loved the shelter. He was
emotionally involved with the residents. He had a lot of promise. Father McQuade recalls that

Wl cailed bim on Mogday of that week. On Wednesday evening i went out i dinner with
Father McLaughlin. He was driving 1o Father McQuade's bome in Scimate when his car hit a
walt. He was thrown into the oncoming tide. His body was recovered laer. Father McQuade
celebrased JJilf's Funeral. Father McQuade shared his devastacion acjifiif's death.

I asked Father M¢cQuade a number of specific questions:
swere the letters wrigen by him? Fadher McQuade acknowledged that they were.

*was he emotionaily involved with [N’ Father McQuade describediii} as a
very good friend. He said thadiifialways called o talk 10 him. Father McQuade felt that
he was a substitute farher fodfiilil] He tied o make up forWillk's lack of a father. He tried
© build him up. It was a good friendship. Father McQuade acknowtedged that this was a
good feeling.

swere he and i sexually infimate? Father McQuade says that they were not.

swas there sexual kissing (French kissing)? Father McQuade says there was not. [ asked
about this passage i a letier:

"1f you wanr: when you are here the nexi time [ would like to have or
"hold" your tongue for 10 minutes running; that would be very warm and
delicate. It would cement & fuse two inwo ane. .. - [ just hung up alking with you
and since you said that the above was 0.k. with you [ would like to change the 10
minutes to 12 - 30 open wide when you arrive - for [ really reatly - very much -
always - deeply - continually love - all love - feel & touch - all that you have.”

Father McQuade explaiged that this was written in the context of helpindiifi] get
confidence for 3 speech that he had o give in front of people. (This was o fact the other
part of the leter.) He acknowledged that the intesity of the language makes it hard o
explain.

*did they sleep together? Father McQuade says they did not except for rarely while
traveling. I asked him to explain these passages:

“...s2id © mysel{ Jand [ were sutng on dac beach a few hours ago’ . _got the

coffee pots from the bed room and saw a blue pillow on the bed and removed it

forthwith o irs” proper toom and bed.”

and " . .after wlkiog with you last nite [ felt much berter - and went 10 bed - alone - and
happy.”

Father McQuade was at a loss 1o explain these references.

[ ciied references w Father McQuade's thinking abouliiifconstantty. He said that they were very
goud friends Father McQuade ackmowledges that they were emotiopally involved af times

He described Jiiffjas a person who gor very excited about linle things, for example cooking and
shopping. He described driving by 2 kennel and Wlls pleading for him w© stop andil}'s
excitement at the dog they broughe bome.
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Future plans:
I woid Father that I would prepare a summary of this interview and send it to him for his response.

{ iold him thar although he was consisient in his denial of sexual involvement with IIEETETER. i«
is my responsibility to make a decision about whether there is reasonable probabiity that sexual
misconduct had occurred. [ oid him that based on the leners [ had 1o conclude that reasonable
probability was present. My reasons are:

«the general emotional spirit evident in the leuers:

»the sexually charged tone of the paragraphs cited above:

sthe reference in one lewer "1 thought it would be as ar first - way back at 17" with

implications of volvement whenliiff was a minoc.

In Yight of the Archdiocesan policy 1 asked Father McQuade w0 accept an Administrative teave
which entails temporary limitatdoons oo his minisry. Specifically, he capnot be involved in public
ministry. He may offer Mass privaiely in his residence. Father McQuade agreed.

in line with the Archdiocesan Policy 1 asked Father McQuade w agree 1w go for a2 medical and
psychological agsessment ac Saint Luke Instiune. He agreed thar he would do so. [ arcanged foc
an appoinument for an assessment from Sunday. July 7 w Friday July 12. I 1old Father McQuade
that [ would like 1o anend the closeout session of the assessment and be agreed to that

1 gave Father McQuade the name of a therapist w call if be felt thar he need 1o talk about this
station, [ asked that he call me if he had any questions.

On Wednesday, Tune 19, 1996 I called Father McQuade o see how he was faring in the light of
this stressful siation. He said that he was doing as well as could be expected. [ told him that |
wis in the process of securing an advisor for him. as required by the Archdiocesan policy. Father
McQuade requested thae I not assign an advisor o him. [ acceded w his request. T asked Father
McQuade o send me a note allowing me to forward the legers o Sainr Luke Instwure. He agreed
that he would do so.

Brian M. Ha@.‘/
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