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NO. CV-96 0335986 S
JEFFREY R. KNECHT

SUPERIOR COURT

VS.

FAIRFIELD J.D.

BRIDGEPORT ROMAN CATHODC
DIOCESAN CORPORATION, ET AL

JUNE 10, 1997

AFFIDAVIT OF REVEREND MSGR. WIIJ,IAM A. GENIIARIO

William A. Genuario of Greenwich, Connecticut, being fIrst duly sworn, deposes and
says:
1. That I am more than twenty-one (21) years of age and believe in the obligations of an
oath;
2. That on February 2, 1956, I was ordained a Roman Catholic priest for service in the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Bridgeport, Connecticut, and ever since the founding of the Diocese
of Bridgeport on August 6, 1953, I have been a member of the Diocese of Bridgeport, which is
also known as the Bridgeport Roman Catholic Diocesan CorPoration;
3. That continuously between July 23, 1959 and September 25, 1987, I was employed in
the central administration of the Diocese of Bridgeport in the following positions: (a) between
July 23, 1959 and June 18, 1970, I served as a Vice Chancellor of the Diocese; (b) between June
18, 1970 and June 29, 1978, I served as the Chancellor of the Diocese; and (c) between June 29,
1978 and September 25, 1987, I served as the Vicar General of the Diocese;
4. That I am personally familiar with the laws and standards of the Roman Catholic
Church which have regulated the conduct and job performance of all priests of the Roman
Catholic Church and with the implementation of those laws and standards with respect to all
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priests employed by the Diocese of Bridgeport or employed by any of its affiliated local parish
churches at all times between the founding of the Diocese on August 6, 1953 and the present
time;
5. That ever since the founding of the Diocese of Bridgeport on August 6, 1953, the laws
and standards of the Roman Catholic Church, as well as the personal commitment to celibacy of
each priest, have expressly prohibited all priests employed by the Diocese of Bridgeport and all
priests employed by any of its affiliated local parish churches from engaging in any sexual
activity of any kind, and for that reason, any sexual activity and any sexual contact of any kind
with any person of either sex have always been out-of-bounds for all priests of the Diocese;
6. That ever since the founding of the Diocese on August 6, 1953, the Diocese of
Bridgeport and each of its affiliated local parish churches have constantly taught their members
and told the general public that each of their priests are prohibited from engaging in any sexual
activity or sexual contact of any kind with any person of either sex;
7. That throughout all of the time between May 23,1959, when the Reverend Walter
Philip Coleman was ordained a priest for service in the Diocese of Bridgeport, and September 25,
1987, when I stopped serving as the Vicar General of the Diocese, I am personally familiar with
the fact that Bishop Lawrence Shehan and his successor Bishop Walter Curtis during their
respective tenures, as the Chief Officer of the Diocese of Bridgeport, did have established, and
did maintain and enforce, a policy and a system of reporting, investigating and dealing with any
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priests of the Diocese accused of engaging in any sexual activity or sexual contact of any kind
with any person;
8. That between May 23, 1959 and July 20, 1963 Msgr. George B. Curtiss was the
Diocesan official primarily responsible for assisting the Bishop of the Diocese in implementing
that policy, between July 20, 1963 and September 11, 1972, Msgr. John J. Toomey was the
Diocesan official primarily responsible for assisting Bishop Walter Curtis in the implementation
of that policy, and between September 11, 1972 and September 25, 1987, Msgr. Andrew T.
Cusack was the Diocesan official primarily responsible for assisting Bishop Curtis in the
implementation of that policy;
9. That throughout all of that time between May 23, 1959 and September 25, 1987, all
complaints or reported instances of sexual misconduct by any priest were directed either to Msgr.
George Curtiss (before July 20, 1963) or to Msgr. Toomey (between July 20, 1963 and
September 11, 1972) or to Msgr. Cusack (after September 11, 1972), and it was the task of
Msgr. George Curtiss or Msgr. Toomey or Msgr. Cusack to confront the accused priest with the
alleged report or complaint and thereafter to take or to recommend appropriate follow-up action
which could include psychological evaluation, therapeutic treatment, removal or restriction of
authorization to engage in priestly ministry activities and other disciplinary measures for the
purpose of ensuring against any recurrence of the alleged misconduct;
10.

That during all of that May 1959 through September 1987 time frame, the

Bridgeport Roman Catholic Diocesan Corporation did not own or possess or control any of the
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local parish church rectories or other parish buildings in the Diocese, but rather each local parish
church was a separate legal corporation which owned, possessed and controlled its own rectory
and other parish buildings;
11.

That during all of that May 1959 through September 1987 time fraine, the only time

when Father Coleman served on the staff of the Saint Patrick Parish Church in Bridgeport or
resided in its rectory was between January 17, 1976 and June 30, 1982 when he served as its
pastor.

Rev. Msgr. William A. Genuario

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
JUNE 10, 1997

COUNTY OF HARTFORD

Then and there personally appeared Reverend Msgr. William A. Genuario of Greenwich,
Connecticut, who subscribed the foregoing Affidavit and who swore to the truth of the statements
contained therein before me the undersi ed authority.

My Notary's Commission Expires:

,4Mt/, I, I'fCf7.

F:\DATA\MCCLUSKE\KNECHT\GENUAFF.KNE

-4-

007892

