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I have, unfortunately, not been to See the doctor in the pa
geeks, simply because of finances; working again, in Priestly q es
i1l afford what is necessary, It would not leave VEery much over foxr
my private needs, but T 8imply do not worry about that

Fr, Bevilaqua wag right in Saying that if I had a cancer I woula
Certainly find & way to, obtain the funds necessary to deal with it, byt
that comparison was not fully justified wWith regard to my bresent psycho
logical situation: I would not in the least hesitate to let my Famaliy
know of the cancer....and besides, our hospitalization Plan would help
greatly in the matter of physical illness,

Plesgse Bishop, I have Prayed to the Holy GSpirit to bring you to
that decision which would ve in accord with tha #ill of Goad . I know
you will, as you always do, think carefully on thisg matter and see if
it is not Possible to reassign me, I shall have, T feel, a much better
chance 4o overcome the present difficulty, in, than out,

No matter what your decision, T will remain ever,

,Faithfully yours in Christ,
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Rev, mano . Ferraro
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I have been seeing Romano Ferraro on a reasonably regular basis since
his referral last summer. Romano has been extremely frank about his
history and his basic problem.

I have every intention of continuing to work with Romsno in the fu-
ture but I thought that a brief report and suggestion might be appro-
priate at this time.

Romano has a definite sexual identity difficulty and we presently are
working at building up constructive controls which apparently are
taking effective hold at this time. I would not recommend that he re-
ceive at this time, however, a permanent or full time assignment in g
parish, I would think that an assignment that would emable him to
participate and assist in weekend work in a particular parish where
he also might have a residence but not in any sense of being involved
in parochical activities as a curate might be a safe and encouraging
course of action at this time. I was wondering, for example, whether
he might have the opportunity to finish up some graduate work for the
coming months, which he has already started or to be assigned to some
other similiar type of involvement but other than full time parechial
work, The main objective now would be to avoid any assignment of work
that would engage Romano intimately with the people on a full time
scale and especially with young boys or teenagers.

I am sorry to have to return unsigned the enclosed insursance form. It
is impossible to sign such a form for coungeling services, and Dr, Bar-
bara with whom I work will not sign it under the guise of psychothero-
peutic services. This also is the main resson why the fee has been
kept down to twenty dollars.

Very sincerely yours,
T A lin  ERGonT

Bdmund J. Elbert, Ph., D.
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. {AREA CODE 213 638-550

MEMORANDUM
To: Father Brown

From: Monsignor Bevilacquaéiﬂ/é

Date: December 13, 1979

Re: Father Romano Ferraro

« Vincent'g
the Present
Oocese for an

Hospital Psychiatric Center as of Tuesday, December 17. At

time, it Seems he wil}] not be able to be active in the pji
indefinjite period of time.
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THE CHANCERY ¢ DIOCESE OF BROOKLYN COF
78 GREENE AVENUE, POST OFFICE BOX C, BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11202 » (AREA CODE 212) €38-5500

MEMORANDUM

TO: Bishop Mugavero

FROM: Bishop-Elect Bevilacqua
DATE: October 8, 1980

RE: Father Romano Ferraro

First of all, I was greatly lmpressed with the
sincerity of Father Ferraro's letter requesting a return
to the active ministry in the Diocese of Brooklyn. Before
regponding to his letter, may I suggest the following pro-
cedure: :

e 1. That I speak to Dr. Gannon and have him read

{the evalvations on Father Ferraro sent to us by the House

j of Affirmation. Dr. Gannon would then be asked to present
his recommandations.

2. After receiving the report of Dr. Gannon,
that I discuss the matter with Father Brown.

3. That your response be based on the above two
consultations.

4. That the response to the letter of Dr. Roger
! Gennari await the conclusion of the above consultations.

- jo- G 5

375



THE CHANCERY + DloCESE OF BROOKLYN
78 GRE<ENE AVENUE, GROOKLYN. N.Y. 11258 = (AREA GCODE 212) 838-8500

MEMORANDUM

TO: The File of Father Ferraro-
FROM: . Bishop Bevilacqua ‘
DATE: December 30, 1980

RE: Assignment of Father Ferraro in St. Louis

: Today I received a return telephone call from
Bishop Wurm of the Archdiocese of St. Louis concerning our

Bishop Wurm told me that Archbishop May had agreed
to assist us in this program. Bishop Wurm informed me of the
following arrangement that would be most suitable:

1. Father Ferraro would reside at the Church of
St. Joan of Arc, 5800 Oleatha Street, St. Louis 63139 - telephone
(314) 832-2838). -

T Father Ferraro would then assist’ as a Chaplain at
two hospitals which are part of one complexis, that is, Jewish
and Barnes Hospital in St. Louis. These hospitals are about three
miles from the Church of St. Joan of Arc. -

' .Bishop.Wurm stated that Monsignor James Pieper was
informed of the situation and is most willing to be of help.

) - Bishop Wurm also stated that room is not available at
St. Joan of Arc until January 19. I told him that this would not
present any difficulty. : : -

I also told Bishop Wurm that I would be in touch with
Father Ferraro and Affirmation House and as soon as I received their
acceptance of this arrangement, I would return a call to him,

g7t
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THE CHANCERY « Dpiocese of BROOKLYN

78 GREENE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11238 (AREA cobpg 212) 838-8800
MEMORANDUM
TO: 'Father Brown
FROM: Bishop Bevilacqua Ci%ié
DATE: January 26, 1981
RE: Father Romano Ferraro

It has been arranged with the Archdiocese of
St. Louis, that Father Romano Ferraro will be resident
at St. Joan of Arc Rectory in St. Louis. At the same
time he will act as Assistant Chaplain at Jewish and
Barnes Hospital in St. Louis. '

His assignment is to be effective as of
January 19, 1981. As of .this date, we have not received
any word from Father Ferraro that he has arrived at his

assignment. '
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e Fifer Res. fomane Fercaro

THE CHANCERY « DlocESE OF BROOKLYN
78 GREENE AVENUE, POST OFFICE BOX C. BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11202« (AREA CODE 212) 638-83500

MEMORANDUM
TO: Father Brown
FROM: Bishop Bevilacquaégiy/ég
DATE: March 16, 1982
. Father Romano Ferraro

- As I have already indicated to you some while ago,
Father Romano Ferraro, presently in the Archdiocese of

St. Louis, ‘has requested an assignment back in the Diocese of
Brooklyn. He would hope to have such an assignment possibly
in July of this year. ;

When I first received this réquest and informed you,
we both agreed that we would have to await the report from the
House of Affirmation. This report finally arrived.

The report from the House of Affirmation concerning
Father Ferraro is generally a very positive cne. The following
would represent a Summary of the positive evaluation of Father
Ferraro:

1. He has been very good about his attendance and
participation in theérapy.

2. He has successfully worked out as a hospital
chaplain and as a resident in a parish in st. Louis. In fact,
he did so well as a part-time chaplain at Jewish Hospital that
he was invited to be head chaplain of the same hospital. Since
he has taken that position he has done very well,

3. He has done well in the parish at which he
resides. He has taken on many duties at the parish and has
performed well. He is well liked and the parishioners
reportedly have asked him to stay there Permanently and not
return to Brooklyn.

4. He has tried to establish friendships with other
priests in the Archdiocese though the priests there are known
to be slow in warming up to outsiders. In spite of their cruyel
behavior at times, he continues to attend pPriest meetings and
makes himself available for social gatherings.

5. He has been faithful to his therapy sessions and
has shown great improvement in his feelings of anger. He con-
tinues to examine the causes of his difficulties and seems to
have a good grasp of the dynamics involved.

6. He has spent a great ' deal of time examining his
vocation to the priesthood. He does not wish to leave the

1172



March 16, 1982 ) -2-
Rev. Romano Ferraro

priesthood and sees fulfillment only in the life of the
priest. '

7. The therapist rTecommends that he return to
Brooklyh and resume full time ministry here. At the same
time, the therapist feels he should continue his psycho-
therapy after his return.

This positive evaluation from House of Affirmation
puts the decision on the return of Father Ferraro into the
lap of the Diocese. Because of our experience with Father
Ferraro in several assignments of the past where he has
consistently created problems, it becomes difficult to
abstract oneself from the memory of those unfortunate inci-

At the same time, it is also difficult to disregard
or give little credence to the very positive evaluation from
the House of Affirmation.

My recommendation to you is that before Father
Ferraro is considered by the Personnel Board and the Bishop
for reassignment in the Diocese of Brooklyn, this report from
the House of Affirmation be evaluated by one of our psychiatrists.

he is the psychiatrist who knows him best. He has seen him in
sessions and also he and..I went out to St. -Louis to -evaluate
him at the House of Affirmation. Perhaps the evaluation of a
psychiatrist here will shed further light that might be of help
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PERSONNEL OFFICE DIOCESE oF BROOKLYN

TO:
FROM :
RE:

5 GREENE AVENUE ®* - POST OFFICE Boxc BROOKLYN. N. Y. 11202

June 17, 1983

Bishop Mugavero

Monsignor Brown

Father Romano Ferraro
—————="210 Ferraro

4s you requested, I Spoke with Bishop Bevilacqua

ing Father Ferraro'sg Teéquest for ap assignment in

CC: Bishop Bevilacqua 5>;; <%%§Z§p77
P i
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THE CHANCERY * DIOCESE OF BROOKLYN
78 GREENE AVENUE. POST OFFICE BOX C. BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11202 + (AREA CODE 2123 638-5300

MEMORANDUM

TO: File of Father Romano Ferraro
FROM: Bishop Bevilacqua(ﬁf

DATE: -September 3, 1983

RE: Telephone Call from Father Ferraro

In response to a message from him, I telephoned
Father Ferraro who wanted an appointment with me. ' He
told me that the nature of the appointment was to discuss
an offer given to him by a Father Barrett of the Archdiocese
of New York.

. .Father Ferraro told me that Father Barrett had a
possible assignment for him and wanted to have permission
from the Diocese. Father Barrett told Father Ferraro that
he would be in touch with me.

_ I told Father Ferraro that I had not received any
word from Father Barrett but at the present time we would not
be adverse to having him take an assignment in the Archdiocese
I wanted to wait for a call or letter from Father Barrett.

-

I also told Father Ferraro tiat it was hot Hecessary
for him to come in for an interview on this. However, I felt
it would be well if he sent me a letter summarizing what he
told me in the phone conversation of this date. He promised
he would. :

The telephone number at which I reached Father
Ferraro was: 649-3695, '

504
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Priest convicted of raping boy in 1970s

BY STEPHANIE SAUL _ -
Staff Writer L3 Email this story

May 7, 2004, 7:49 PM EDT é Printer friendly format

A Roman Catholic priest who once served in Photos
Queens and Brooklyn was convicted Friday of
sexually abusing a young Massachusetts boy
decades ago.

The Rev. Romano Ferraro, 70, admitted during his
trial that he was a pedophile who left a traii of pre-
pubescent victims. But he swore he never
molested the child in the criminal case, the son of
a boyhood friend from Brooklyn.

The jury in Cambridge believed the charges,
however, finding Ferraro guilty of one count of
rape and three counts of indecent assault and

Roman Catholic priest

battery. Romano Ferraro (AP
: Proto /dvichael Dwyery

Ferraro's victim, now 37 and a New Hampshire May 7, 2004

resident, testified that, as a child, he dreaded

Ferraro's annual visits in the 1970s to the boy's Video

home in Massachusetts. That was when the sexual
abuse occurred, beginning when the boy was 7
and continuing until he was 13.

B wB11: Priest
convicted (WB11)
May 7, 2004
{ReatVideo)

The Diocese of Brooklyn ordained Ferraro in 1960

but has barred him from active ministry since the

late 1980s. His suspension followed an unrelated sexual-abuse allegation. At
the time of his arrest in 2002, he was living at Parsons Manor, a Jamaica
residence for priests.

"These are always painful stories for everyone involved," said diocesan
spokesman Frank DeRosa, reacting to Friday's jury verdict. "We cooperated
fully with the investigation. We accept the decision and respect the work of
the jury. And, of course, we're concerned for the victim."”

Ferraro will be sentenced May 20. The criminal case against him was possible
because he did not live in Massachusetts, and therefore the statute of
limitations had not run.

Local parishes where Ferraro served during the 1960s and 1970s included
Holy Family Church in Canarsie and St. Joseph's in Astoria.

Ferraro, a defendant in three civil cases alleging sex abuse, is probably best

known for a 1986 uproar. While ministering to a Colonia, N.J., parish, he told
children that Santa Claus was dead, there was no North Pole toy factory and
no Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. He was granted a leave of absence

http://www.nynewsday.com/news/local/crime/nyc-priest0508,0,2192650 story?coll=nyc-ho...
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