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FORM TO BE -COMPLETED CONCERNING AN APPLICATION FOR A
DISPENSATION FROM_PERPETUAL VOWS OR FOR EXCLAUSTRAT

Neme of Province, Western American Provirce

Full names of applicant, Brother Edward Chrysbsto;ﬁ Courtney

Dete of bicth, . July 23, 1935

Date of perpetusl pfnfuasion. June, 1561
'Previous requasts, if any (with dates), NONE.
Repliss of the Holy Sma (with dépéﬂ. > DNA

Genural spprecistion of his characta:. Chris has always lived his
religious life faithfully. He has always been inclined to

‘take on more wotrk than he could handle. This would lead to
frustration and the satisfying of his ‘tensions in an unacceptable
His nmduct aB a religims. manner.

. Reports. from his Superiors and the Brothers with whom he lived

" Ma&W};EJ& hé-‘{,%y%’dg)i,%ﬁ?ﬁnt nﬁ%?glﬁ From Principals, it has:

been a dlfferent story.
Bursar,,School Treasurer, Head of Department, etc.

- Manner in which he fulfuled the dutiaa of such offices.

Always fa:thfu] to his obl;;gatmns in house or school.

If the application has bsen made in &N open lettex to tha vaincz.al
doep the Prnvincia.l Caun:-.u :onnidar the ressons g:.van to be
{a) substantisl; ' '

{b) in accn:danca with the facts.

. Summary of the thinking of the Provincaal Council on the casa..

The Provincial Council has been aware of Chris' ‘problem with
homosexuallty for years. He had trouble in Brother: Rice, Chicago,
back in. the .Sixties - then more treuble at Br. Rice, Blrmlngham,

The: numezical vote of the va:.nc;a.l. Ccunczl (u.g. S;O 2; i1, ete.) - - Leo, St.
. Laurence,
on tha granting of the requeat. ‘ . and now Q'Dea..
‘ ' (over)

5 - 0 .in favor of grantlng the request.
Signed, N & o
:.ﬁgtv;qiinn-.--ulolt?

- J. F. -M__cGowa_n, Provincial
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Chris has had a problem with homosexuality for a number
of years. X seems to have surfaced more than ever within the
past five years or so. He was sent to a psych1atrlst for help,
and seemed. to.benefit by his visits. Any time the parents of
an abused boy would appear in the office of the Principal,
then some new type of action would have to take place. The
psychiatrist told us that Chris was very fond of the monks
.and that he considered the Congregation to be a real mother

. to him. I was told that it would be very unwise to try to
counsel him out of the Congregatlon. . : :

© Chris was accepted at O'Dea after an 1nc1dent at St.
Laurence with a freshman boy led to his being withdrawn from
the school for thé remainder of the year. He had no teaching
responszbllztles at O'Dea the first year. He was told to get
a spiritual. ddviser and to seek help from a psychiatrist
in the area. He was slow in doing both and did have a problem
with a couple of boys the first year. Further conditions
were imposed. His second year at 0'Dea he took on a couple of
classes. Nothing serious enough to warrant alarm on the part’
of the Pr1nc1pa1 transpired.

In 1976 after two years at O'Dea, there was another
incident and Chris was sent to Southdown. for treatment. I am-
enc1051ng a. copy 6f the report from the director of South—

:down glven at the time ‘of Chris' dismissal.

. Th1s past spring of. 1978 there was another confrontatlon
‘of parents with Principal ' telling of three. incidents. during

- the year when their son had been abused. We were pretty well
at the end of our optlons at this point. Chris was told to
report.to . Cody -Hall as a resident for the coming year. He.
found' this to be too embarra551ng a change for him - since

we have boys in formation from O'Dea - s$o he recommended
residing in Chaminade, Toronto, .and receiving help from his
friend, Mark Eveson, the former director of Southdown. This
was arranged through the good graces of Raphael Bellows and

~Cyril Bates but, then, in late August Chris changed his mind
again and 'said that he would really like to have a. yedr off
to determine for once and for all if he should remain with
the Brothers or seek his future elsewhere. :

I told Chris to put h15 request in wrltlng and that [
would expedite it for him. I pray that the Holy Spirit ‘will -
convince hin to seek a dispensation at the end of the year.
Being with the Brothers has been a real cross- for him because

"of the contacts.With young boys that our vocation provides.
I do not believe he should be teaching at all and that he
would be .much better off. phy51ca11y,_mentally, emotionally
and spirltually anywhere except 1n a teachlng Congregatlon.

. Slgned é;%}aﬁé;ﬁvfzaq,\/
mNHnEN-”AL T ' rother J. B, McGowan, Prov1ncia1
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