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Additional questions and answers (to be answered only if asked): 

Q. Didn't say that Fr. Calicott is not a risk? Why 

can't he come back now if he's not a risk? 

(and] 

Q. Fr. Calicott told us that said 

So what's the problem? 

A. There are many aspects of 

Out of respect for Fr. 

Calicott's privacy, we don't think it fair or appropriate to 

discuss all the facets But I can assure 

you that the Review Board and the Cardinal consider every case 

thoroughly. 

Q. What about forgiveness? Jesus preached mercy and love. We 

forgive Father Calicott whatever he's done. So why can't he 

come back? 

A. "Forgiveness" and "risk to children" are separate issues. We 

certainly believe in forgiveness, but at the same time we must 

take all necessary steps to make sure that children will not 

be at risk. 
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Q. Isn't Fr. Calicott's removal an example of racism? 

A. Since July 1991, 22 priests have been withdrawn from their 

assignments in the Archdiocese and put on administrative leave 

because of allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. 

Father Calicott is the only one of the 22 to be African 

American. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

STATEMENT OF BISHOP MURRY & FATHER PAPROCKI 

TO THE PARISH COUNCIL AT HOLY ANGELS PARISH 

JUNE 27, 1995 

Bishop Murry: 

Thank you for corning to this meeting tonight. Father Paprocki 

and I are here tonight in response to your rE~quest for information 

updating you about the situation regarding your pastor, Father John 

Calicott. I am here as the Episcopal Vicar for this area, and 

Father Paprocki is present as the Cardinal's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board. 

At the outset, I wish to acknowledge that this has been a very 

difficult matter for all involved, and I wish to express on behalf 

of the Archdiocese our gratitude for your patience. To begin, I 

will now ask Father Paprocki to speak since he has attended the 

meetings of the Review Board and has been involved in this case 

from its beginning. 

Father Paprocki: 

Thank you, Bishop Murry. Let me begin by addressing the 

primary question being asked by parishioners of Holy Angels Parish, 

namely, why hasn't Father Calicott been allowed to return as our 

pastor? 
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There are a number of factors which account for the delay in 

returning Father Calicott immediately to Holy Angels Parish. First 

and foremost is the promise Cardinal Bernardin has made that the 

Archdiocese would not knowingly put children at risk of being 

abused. 

Second, Cardinal Bernardin has established a Review Board that 

studies and makes recommendations to him about return to ministry. 

The Review Board is requesting additional information in order to 

make a recommendation to Cardinal Bernardin about Father Calicott's 

possible return to Holy Angels Parish. 

Third, there is serious concern that many parishioners 

mistakenly believe that the allegations against Father Calicott are 

false. As Father Calicott has acknowledged, there is real 

substance to the allegations. This means that these are not mere 

allegations. In fact, Father Calicott has read this entire 

statement that I am making now and agrees with it. Consistent with 

this, the Review Board determined that there. was reasonable cause 

to suspect that Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct 

with at least two minors. That being the case, the only way that 

Father Calicott could return to parish ministry would be for people 

in the parish to know the truth. This is necessary because the 

parishioners themselves would have to be willing to accept him back 
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in light of this truth and also act as monitors to make sure that 

this kind of misconduct does not occur again. 

We think it is hopeful that the Review Board still has this 

case under study and has left open the possibility of Father 

Calicott's return to Holy Angels. At the same time, we also think 

it important that parishioners have a better understanding of the 

process and of the situation of Father Calicott, and that we have 

a better understanding of how the parishioners fe~l about all.of 

this in light of all things considered. 

our Vicar General, Bishop Raymond Goedert, has discussed this 

with the Cardinal The 

cardinal knows that a significant number of parishioners would like 

Father Calicott to return immediately. While he hopes that this 

may someday be possible, he regrets that it will not be possible 

immediately. He also hopes that you will understand that everyone 

in this process is acting in good faith. The whole point of the 

Review Board process is to provide for the safety of children. I 

can attest from having attended the Review Board meetings that this 

is their foremost consideration. 

Thank you for your attention and your consideration. 
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Bishop Murry: 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. Specifically, then, the Cardinal 

is asking two things: First, that we work with you to plan an 

appropriate way to communicate to Holy An1~els parishioners and 

school parents an accurate understanding of the situation. Second, 

to let the Cardinal know how you and the other affected people feel 

about this matter in light of this understanding of the situation. 

It is important that we do this in a way that allows people to 

express their feelings honestly and freely. At the same time, we 

must all act in a way that is sensitive to the privacy of the 

victims and to the difficult and complex tas:lc of the Review Board, 

which will be considering Father Calicott's return to ministry. 

We would very much appreciate your thoughts and advice on these 

points tonight. 

But first, I want you to know that I heard your questions when 

I last met with you. I have shared your concerns with Father 

Paprocki, and he would now like to address these specific 

questions. 
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Answers to questions previously submitted to Bishop Murry: 

Q. What is the difference between· the case of Cardinal Bernardin 

and the case of Father Calicott? 

A. There are major differences in substance between the two 

cases. First, Cardinal Bernardin denied the allegation; 

Father Calicott admitted that there is real substance to the 

allegations. Second, cardinal Bernardin's accuser, -

-' recanted his allegation; the accusations against Father 

Calicott have not been recanted. Third, in light of these 

first two factors, the Review Board in the Case of Cardinal 

Bernardin determined that there was not reasonable cause to 

suspect that he had engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor; 

in contrast, in the case of Father Calicott, the Review Board 

determined that there was reasonable cause to suspect that 

Father Calicott had engaged in sexual misconduct with at least 

two minors. Accordingly, Father Calicott was placed on 

administrative leave. 

Q. Why was Fr. Calicott removed within 48 hours? Why was he not 

placed under "house arrest"? How was it possible to conduct 

an investigation in 48 hours? 
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A. Before the case was even referred to the Review Board, Father 

order to cooperate with the Church's investigation. He made 

this decision in consultation with the Vicar for Priests. So 

by the time the case reached the Review Board, Father Calicott 

had already left the rectory. 

Regarding the investigation in 48 hours, the Archdiocese's 

policies and procedures recognize that a complete 

investigation cannot be done that quickly. That is why the 

process is conducted in two stages. The first step is 

designed to determine what action is rE~quired immediately to 

provide for the safety of children. Father Calicott helped 

make this step easy by himself deciding to 

The next step .. is what our policies and 

procedures call a First Stage Review. This took place after 

the Fitness Review Administrator, Steve Sidlowski, interviewed 

the parties regarding the allegations and received the 

response from Father Calicott. The Review Board has not yet 

completed what it calls a Second Stage Review, in which it 

makes a more complete determination after additional 

information is received. The fact that the Second Stage 

Review is now pending is significant to the gathering here 

tonight. 
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Q. Of all the cases, what has been the longest and what has been 

the shortest? 

A. The Review Board began receiving cases in February, 1993. The 

first major case where the priest was n:~moved from his parish 

within 48 hours occurred within the first few weeks in 1993. 

That case is still pending because there ·is a criminal 

prosecution in court. Other cases have been dismissed because 

there was no reasonable cause to suspect misconduct had 

occurred. They were closed immediately. Cases in which there 

is reasonable cause to suspect misconduct are generally open 

for a long time and no one who has been removed under this 

process has yet been returned to ministry. 

Q. Doesn't the Archdiocese just want to close the parish and 

reclaim the land? 

A. Absolutely not. The Archdiocese demonstrated its strong 

support for Holy Angels Parish in building a new church after 

the old church burned down in 1986. More than a year ago Fr. 

Calicott asked the Archdiocese to help him determine whether 
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the existing rectory and convent, which are in some disrepair, 

should be renovated or whether alternatives sites in the area 

should be considered for purchase or development as a new 

rectory and convent. As a result, the Facilities Department 

of the Archdiocese inspected the existing buildings and the 

Property Department conducted a survey of other properties in 

the area and initiated contact with some property owners whom 

Fr. Calicott had identified as possibly being interested in 

selling their buildings. No determination·· was made and 

nothing further has happened on the project since Fr. Calicott 

went on administrative leave last year. The Archdiocese's 

cooperation with Fr. Calicott, however, reflects our strong 

commitment to the parish. The Archdioc:ese continues to give 

strong support to the presence of Holy Angels Parish and 

School in the community. Another sign of this commitment is 

the fact that the Archdiocese is currently assisting in the 

renovation and expansion of the school facility. 

Q. The parish is in desperate need of a pastor. What is the 

Archdiocese going to do about that? 
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A. Cardinal Bernardin is very concerned about the pastoral needs 

of Holy Angels Parish. In order to address these needs at 

this time, Father Robert Miller is being named as full-time 

resident administrator, effective July 15. Fr. Miller is 45 

years old and for the past five years has been serving as 

Associate Pastor at St. Joachim Parish on the South Side at 

91st and Cottage Grove. The Archdiocese is grateful for the 

fine work done by Fr. Dennis Riley and Fr. Don Ehr. The fact 

that a new administrator rather than a new pastor is being 

appointed demonstrates the hope that Fr. Calicott will 

eventually be able to return as pastor. 

Q. Why hasn't the Archdiocese kept the parish informed during the 

past year? We feel disregarded and disrespected. 

A. I sincerely apologize for any action or inaction on the part 

of the Archdiocese that may have ca.used people to feel 

disregarded or disrespected. There were some practical 

difficulties that may have contributed to this, however. One 

is the fact Father Calicott was 

and there was nothing to report during this time. Another is 

that the case was being considered by the Review Board. A 
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further factor is that there was no Vicar for over a year 

after Bishop Gregory was appointed to Belleville. Since his 

arrival in March, Bishop Murry has met with people from Holy 

Angels at least four or five times on this issue. I (TJP) 

have also met with parishioners on a couple of occasions over 

the past year. We are here tonight to correct any gaps in our 

communication and to make sure your voices are heard. 

Q. The process doesn't have an adequate spiritual dimension. Why 

can't the Archdiocese have a process like the Canadian 

policies which allow for return for ministry? 

A. our current policies and procedures follow the recommendations 

made by the Cardinal's Special Commission in 1992 and are 

meant to address the pastoral and spiritual dimensions of 

child abuse as well as the safety of children. In fact, we 

were the first diocese to establish a Victim Assistance 

Ministry. The Commission received extensive input before 

making their recommendations and the Cardinal received broad 

consultation before implementing the policies and procedures. 

over the past three years, the Review Board has recommended 

some minor changes to the policies and procedures. Now, just 

before he recently entered the hospital, Cardinal Bernardin 
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reconvened the Commission. He has asked them to review the 

policies and procedures in light of the recommendations which 

were made three years ago. He has also asked them to speak 

with persons and groups who have an interest in these policies 

and procedures. This would include alleged victims, priests 

who have been accused, and parishes affected by the removal of 

a priest. 

Bishop Murry: 

Are there any additional questions? 

Bishop Murry (after any additional questions have been answered): 

Thank you, Father Paprocki. [Speaking to the parishioners:] 

Again, the Cardinal is asking two things:: First, that we work 

with you to plan an appropriate way to communicate to Holy 

Angels parishioners and school parents an accurate 

understanding of the situation. Second, to let the Cardinal 

know how you and the other affected people feel about this 

matter in light of this understanding of the situation. We 

would now like to hear your thoughts on these matters. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

Mr. Patrick G. Riordan 
Attorney At Law 
221 N. LaSalle St., Ste. #1938 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Dear Pat: 

June 28, 1995 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Enclosed is a copy of the final text of the statement of Bishop Murry 
and myself to the Parish Council at Holy Angels Parish on June 27, 1995. 

For the most part, the meeting went very well. We made significant 
progress toward planning steps to get accurate information to the wider parish 
cooununity and to receive their feedback. Bishop Murry and I have agreed to 
return on July 5 to meet with the same people who were present on June 27. At 
the July 5 meeting, we will plan in greater detail the steps to be taken in 
communicating with the wider parish community. 

Our tentative plans currently call for a member of the Parish Council 
to make a presentation at all the Masses on Sunday, July 9, reading the text used 
by Bishop Murry and myself on June 27. The only addition they asked for was the 
inclusion of a reference to the fact that the misconduct occurred eighteen years 
ago. Bishop Murry and I said that we did not see any objection to including this 
reference. The members of the Parish Council thought that it would be good for 
someone from the Archdiocese to be present when this statement is read to the 
parishioners. 

After this, the tentative plan would be for Bishop Murry to return 
to Holy Angels Parish on Sunday, July 23 to receive the feedback from the 
parishioners. 

As we discussed over the telephone, we have concurred that it will 
for Father Calicott to This is due to the 

In addition, Father 
Calicott and you have orally indicated to Bishop Murry and myself that you have 
read the statement and responses and that you agree with its contents and its 
presentation to the Parish Pastoral Council at Holy Angels Parish. Nevertheless, 
I still believe that it would be helpful for the credibility of the presentation 
to the parish and eventually to the Review Board for there to be a written 
statement from Father Calicott indicating that he has read the statement of 
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Bishop Murry and myself and agrees with its contents. 

If you have any questions, please give me a call. I am hopeful that 
we are beginning to make some progress in moving this matter forward. Your 
prayers and assistance in this matter are very much appreciated. 

With every best wish, I remain 

cc: Reverend John Calicott 
Msgr. Koenig Hall 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~,,~., c;.~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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Phone Call from Rev. John Calicott: 6-28-95 

- John Calicott returned my call from 6-27-95. I asked John 
why he hasn't been calling during the day. He stated "I 

usually don't leave the retreat house until 10:00 or 11:00 a.m." 
I told John Calicott that he must call in every 4 hrs. and that our 
Office is open from 9:00 a.m. until 4:45 p.m. I also asked John 
Calicott if he was going to 

- John Calicott informed me that he would have to speak with his 
attorney Pat Reardon. John stated 

me on this matter. 

- John Calicott also reported to me that he would be sending a 

I also informed John that upon the receipt of 
statement that I would need to discuss it with the Board and 
Rev. Tom Paprocki. 

Phone Call from Rev. John Calicott: 6-29-95 

- John Calicott called to day to let me know that his Attorney Pat 
Reardon needed more time to think about •••••••••••llliill•• 11111111· John stated that the Board has been highly critical of the 

He also stated that he has felt 
"Burned" by the Board in this process. He informed me that he 

be sendin 

- I also asked John if he was 
..... He stated that the Board did not reque 
and that the Cardinal did. He would send 
Cardinal Bernardin. 

- He also requested to stay overnight at his brother's house on 
July 4. His request was granted with the reminders of his 
protocol. 
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MS BERNADETTE CONNOLLY 
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL 
FITNESS REVIEW 
1 EAST SUPERIOR 
SUITE 504 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Bernadette, 

JUNE 29, 1995 

Grace and peace in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thank you for your attentions to this matter, Bernadette. And, on a personal note, thank you for 
being one of the clearly human faces in this matter. It has meant much to me. 

With fondest best wishes, I remain, 

In the peace of Christ, 

~ 
John Calicott 

P.S. I hope I spelled your name correctly. I can't believe that in all the materials which I have 
I don't have your full name somewhere!! 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

June 30, 1995 

Dear Father Miller: 

Posr Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-63 79 

Due to the administrative leave of Father John Calicott, Pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish, the parish is in need of a temporary administrator. In accord 
with canons 539 and 540, I am pleased to appoint you as Parochial Administrator 
of Holy Angels Parish, Chicago. You will be succeeding Father Donald J. Ehr, 
S.V.D., who has graciously served in this capacity for the past several months. 
This appointment will be effective July 15, 1995, and will continue until the 
status of Father Calicott's administrative leave is resolved. Enclosed are our 
Archdiocesan guidelines for administrators of parishes. 

Bob, I am very grateful for your willingness to take on this added 
ministry. Your experience in the African-American conununity will be most helpful 
as you take up this new responsibility. I am confident that the parishioners and 
in particular the Parish Pastoral Council will welcome you and assist you in 
whatever way needed. Be assured also of my own encouragement and prayerful 
support. 

With gratitude for your cooperation and with cordial good wishes, I remain 

~c;.P~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Reverend Robert J. Miller 
St. Joachim Parish 
700 E. 9lst Street 
Chicago, IL 60619 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

JK,,d ~. ~ 
C/:J~b~shop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General•·' 
./ 

Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend James J. Martin, Dean, Deanery 13 
Reverend Lawrence M. Duris, Dean, Deanery 14 
Reverend Donald J. Ehr, S. V. D., Parochial Administrator, Holy Angels Parish 
Reverend Frank M. Sasso, Pastor, St. Joachim Parish 
Reverend Jeremiah M. Boland, Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 

AOC 010496 



4. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/07/1995 

k) 

I) 

m) 

n) Robert Miller '76: The Cardinal has appointed Bob [Associate at St. Joachim] 
to be Administrator of Holy Angels, effective 07/15/95 until the status of John 
Calicott's '74 [Pastor] administrative leave is decided. 

m) 

4 
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5. 

6. 

7. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/07/1995 

Page 349 

m) 

n) Robert Miller '76: The Cardinal has appointed Bob [Associate at St. 

m) 

Joachim] as Administrator of Holy Angels, effective 07/15/95 until the 
status of John Calicott's '74 [Pastor] administrative leave is decided. 

3 
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STATEMENT OF THE 
HOLY ANGELS PASTORAL COUNCIL TO THE PARISH 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 1995 

PB ELUDE: 

Let us begin by addressing the primary question asked by parishioners of our parish, 

namely "Why hasn't Father Calicott been allowed to return as our pastor?" 

There is a serious concern among some members of the Review Board that many 

parishioners mistakenly believe that the allegations against Father Calicott are false. The 

only way that Father Calicott could return to parish ministry would be for the people of 

the parish to know the truth. This is necessary because we, the parishioners, would have 

to be willing to accept him back in light of this truth and also act as monitors to make 

surie that this kind of misconduct does not occur again. As Father Calicott has 

acknowledged, there is substance to these allegations. This means that these are not 

mere allegations. In fact, Father Calicott has read this entire statement that we are 

making now and agrees with it. Consistent with this, the Review Board determined that 

there was reasonable cause t sus ec that Father Calicott had engaged in s~ual 

misconduct with two minors. It is important to point out, however, that these events 

Furred 19 years ago and there have been no allegations or evidence of sexual 

~:::onduct since that time. 

Our Vicar General, Bishop Raymond E. Goedert, has discussed this matter with the 

Cardinal . The Cardinal knows that a significant number 

of parishioners would like Father Calicott to return immediately. The Cardinal hopes that 

this may some day be possible. 

In order for you to personally address your viewpoint on the possibility of Father 

Calicott's return, our Vicar, Bishop Murry will be available after each mass on Sunday, 

July 23, in the rectory basement. Bishop Murry will then prepare a formal report of yo~r 

viewpoints for the Review Board. Please take the next two weeks to think about your 

feelings regarding Father Calicott's possible return. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Pro~essional ~e~ponsibility ,, ., , 
Office of Assistance M1rustry \. / 

Written Reoort from Ralph Bonaccorsi 

July 10, 1995 

- Holy Angels Parish - On Sunday afternoon, July 9, Ralph spoke with 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751 - 8256/8267 
(312) 751 - 8307 (Fax) 

a member of Holy Angels' parish council, who read the statement at the Masses on Sunday. 

His comments are summarized: 

The parishioners took the statement very well; 

Most were not surprised by the admission ~ said that most parishioners 

really knew the truth); 

People at the 9:30 a. m. Mass applauded (for John); 

People were invited to sign a statement supporting John's return to ministry. 
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OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
CLIENT INFORMATION SHEET 

FILE: 
Opened · 3-31-95 
Closed 

1. NAME: John W. Calicott 
S.S.#-

BIRTHDAY: --

2. RESIDENCE: ADDRESS: 

Koenig Hall P.O. Box 455 Mundelein. IL. 

3. MINISTRY: STATUS: 
Pastor · Holy Angels Withdrawn 

4. ALLEGATION(S): 
Date Date of Offense(sJ SexlAge 

3-31-94 St. Ailbe's · 1975 M · 12 yrs. 
4.5.94 St. Ailbe's · 1975 M · 14 yrs. 

Unknown Teenage M 

REVIEW STATUS: 
1st Stage · 4-6-94 
2nd Stage · 1-21-95.3-18-95.8-12-95 
Supp. Rev. 

ORDAINED: 197 4 

DATES: 

11-94 to 

DATES: 
4-6-94 

Credibilg 
Yes No 

_x_ 
_x_ 

5. GENERAL NATURE OF ALLEGATION(S): Oral sex · mutual administration and kissing to at least two teenage boys in orivate 
rectory quarters over at least 2 years: over 20 occasions to one boy, least a "few" occasions to a 2nd teenage boy: 
alleged unsuccessful attempt suggested against 3rd teenage boy around same time. 

&. OTHER PROllLEMS/CONCERNS DURING MINISTRY: No sexual misconduct with minor allegations before these. per Vicar Rev. 
Pat O'Malley. 

8. 

7-10-95 

AOC 010501 



EDUCATION: 

MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENTS: 
St. Ailbe Parish. Chicago · Associate 5/8/74 · 6/80 
Holy Name of Mary Parish. Chicago · Associate 6/9/80 · 10/27/91 
(Dean of Deanery #10, Vicariate VI · 4/1 /84 
Holy Angels Parish. Chicago · Pastor 10/27/91 

FAMILY COMPOSITION: 
Parents: Father deceased: Mother lives in Mississiopi 
Siblings: 1 brother. 1 sister 

MONITORS: 
'f"r. ~~ ~ ~ tl1t-hh"t'l 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS: 
1st Brother 
2nd Sister 

7-10-95 

Relationship Brother 
Relationship =S i=st=er=---

Home# 
Home# 

-1F 

PHONE: 

Work# 
Work# 
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JULY 11, 1995 

REVEREND PATRICK J O'MALLEY 
OFFICE OF VICAR FOR PRIESTS 
645 N MICHIGAN AVENUE 
SUITE 543 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Pat, 

Grace and peace in cur Lord and Savior Jesus Ch:ist. 

A few weeks ago I happened to peruse a copy of the newsletter, Brothers in Christ which comes 
from your office. It was a nicely done issue. However the issue did bring to my attention a few 
matters which have me concerned. 

As one withdrawn from ministry, I cannot personally say that I am overly concerned about 
compensation. The archdiocese appears to go out of its way to care for men in my situation. 
However, there are certain matters which I feel are matters of principle. If, canonically, a man 
is a pastor, how does the archdiocese justify the "basic monthly salary of an associate." Too, 
while I cannot speak for the other men here in Koenig hall, due to the living arrangements, I 
put far more miles on my vehicle now than I ever did when I was in the parish. This, though 
according to the compensation guidelines for priests withdrawn from ministry, I am not to 
receive a transportation allowance. 

These things are troubling. However, Pat, to my mind the most: disturbing matter in the above 
mentioned compensation guidelines is the "obligation to assist the archdiocese in paying for costs 
resulting from that misconduct. " I know that you do not like to hear me say it, but the fact is 
that I feel that I got very little out of my experience However, I did learn, 
I feel, some very significant things . My sense is that, for 
those men who are pedophiles and ephebophiles, this is truly an addiction. This makes it an 
illness. One might then argue that, unless this same compensation demand is placed on those 
with similar addictive illnesses, say, alcoholism, gambling attentions, overeating, etc., it cannot 
help but to be seen as, somehow, punitive to those who are pedophiles or ephebophiles. Indeed, 
a couple of the men I have encountered during my tenure here in Koenig hall have hinted at such 
feelings. 

If, indeed, the compensation demands are the same for those with other addictive illnesses, then 
I feel that this should be expressed more clearly. If, on the other hand, there is an inequity here, 
might I suggest that efforts be made to correct it and that a more palatable way be found to 
express what is probably a just thing, namely, that individuals, in some sense, should be 
responsible for part of their own health care. Say, maybe a type of "deductible" similar to what 
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is done for physical health care. I don't know. I do know that I took rather deep umbrage at 
reading it as presently stated. Too, if not already done, it would seem that some thought also 
must be given to cases like mine where, essentially, it remains unclear whether or not• 
-·de facto, was needed. 

Finally, Pat, I noticed that we here in Koenig Hall do not have our names listed under "Our 
Brothers in Nursing & Retirement Homes." Obviously, Koenig Hall is neither a "nursing" or, 
hopefully, "retirement" home. However, the stay here is obviously quite extended. I realize that 
it is a sensitive issue and some of the brothers here may not want their names published. 
However, I feel that I can use all the prayer and support that I can get from the presbyterate. 
Maybe there could be an addition to the title along the lines of, say, "and Other Health Care 
Facilities". And those here in Koenig Hall who wish to can have their names listed so that the 
presbyterate can remember them in prayer and more readily know how to contact them. 

Pat, I know that you probably get tired of my damned bellyaching. But, hell, with all the time 
that I now have on my hands, I actually f~ starting to read some of the stuff you people 
send out (Oh, shudder! I probably need- now more than I ever did!). 

Peace, 

ff 
John Calicott 
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. Post Officr Box 197'/ 
. Chicago, Illinois 606\10 

Office of the Archbishop 

July 12, 1995 

Dear Don: 

As you complete your temporary assignment as parochial 
administrator of Holy Angels Parish, I am writing to express my deep 
appreciation to you for having taken on this additional 
responsibility. The pastoral care of any parish is not easy, but 
the present circumstances of Holy Angels Parish made this task 
especially challenging. 

Don, I am sure that you are happy to be able to return 
your undivided attention to Saint Elizabeth Parish. Please know of 
my gratitude and my prayers for you in your ministry. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Donald J. Ehr, S.V.D. 
Saint Elizabeth Parish 
50 East 4lst Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Sine~ yours in Chris 

A{J;~ Chicago 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

July 15, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomae Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

* The Review Board approved the Minutes of the June 17, 1995 
meeting pending Bishop Goedert's notes to the Cardinal. 

* Cardinal Bernardin formally accepted the Review Board's 
recommendation of Bernadette Connolly as the Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator effective July 1st, 1995. 

A} Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.}: 

Pursuant to Article 4.11 of the Review Process for Continuation 
of Minist·ry, the Board continued the Second Stage Review. Fr. 
Thomas Paprocki presented an informative report of the meeting that 
Bishop George Murry and Fr. Thomas Paprocki attended at Holy Angels 
Parish with the Parish Council Members. The Parish Council 
prepared a written statement that was read at each Mass on July 9, 
1995. Bishop Murry will be attending each Mass on July 23, 1995 to 
receive feedback from the parishioners in regards to the statement 
that was read at Holy Angels. Bishop Murry will be providing an 
informational report to the Board at its August 12, 1995 meeting. 
Fr. Paprocki also informed the Board that a new Administrator has 
been appointed to Holy Angels. Fr. Robert Miller will serve as 
Administrator beginning July 15, 1995. 

The Professional Fitness Review Administrator distributedllll 
The PFRA informed the Board that 

our Office had not yet received··················· 
••••••••••••••••• even though the Administrator had 
requested this information from J.C. J.C. would not -
............... until his attorney returned from his vacation. The 
Board felt that since they were not a part of the process of 

that our Office should not 

T e B 1 sted-
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PFR-13 (J.C.) continued 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear John, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

7/17/95 

I always get a wee bit anxious when you get on your 
typewriter and start writing out your thoughts. I don't always 
know here it ~s going, but let me try to craft a response to your 
most recent missive. 

Initially the question of compensation for men removed from 
ministry was a thorny question. At the Cardinal's direction, we 
consulted the executive board of the Priests' Council and they 
suggested calling together a panel of three pastors to think it 
out. That we did. Their recommendations were run before the 
executive board again and then given to the cardinal. That's the 
origin of these recommendations. 

1. With regard to your observation about associate vs. 
pastor salary when a man is still canonically a pasta:, you are 
right. As a result you have been and continue to receive a 
pastor's salary. All the other men are receiving associate's 
salary. 

2. The small group of peer pastors who worked up the 
recommendations for compensation felt that, because a man is not 
in ministry, he should not receive the transportation allowance 
for ministry. Exception was made for his trips for 1111111111 legal 
work, doctor's appointments, etc. and if he still had a payment 
on his car. 

3. John, far more money is spent and will be spent on men 
who have been involved in misconduct with minors than is spent on 
men who have had misconduct stemming from other addictions. 
Typically the latter do not remain on our payroll for a long 
time. Nor is the cost of their supervision and after-care as 
expensive. In these other age-appropriate misconduct cases, we 
also ask for contributions from the man himself. 

It should also be noted that not all those with other 
addictions end up in misconduct. 

In cases of misconduct with minors, costs are administrative 
(Fitness Review Office, Victim Assistance Office, our office), 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

legal (including outside legal costs), , and sometimes 
resulting from hefty settlements. These costs are ongoing and 
there is no way of predicting how much they will continue to cost 
the archdiocese in the future. 

With those thoughts in mind, the three pastor panel 
suggested a simple pay deduction of 10% from the total of a man's 
base salary and his increment. They recognize the possible 
addictive aspect of a man's behavior, but they also see that, 
despite the presence of the addiction, the man is somewhat 
responsible for the ongoing consequences of his behavior and 
should have to face that fact in a realistic way. 

4. With regard to the issue of asking for prayers for the 
men at Koenig, it's a point well made and I will certainly 
include that intention in future issues of the newsletter. 

So there you have it, John, not too many notes after all. 
Thanks for taking the time to write. I suspect my answers won't 
totally satisfy, but they may help you understand the reasoning 
behind the present policies. 

Take care and I keep you daily in my prayers. 

Fraternally yours, 
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FILE PFR-13 

Phone Call from Rev. John Calicott: July 18, 1995 

with John Calicott regarding the Review Board's July 
Specifically, we· talked about 

informed John Calicott that the 

John Calicott became very defensive about the matter. He stated 
the following: "The Cardinal requested 

My lawyer Pat Reardon is on vacation in Ireland until 
the end of the month. I will not ••••••••••••without my 
Attorney. I'm not playing games anymore with this Board. You 
(B. C.) were not around for all of this stuff. I feel more 
comfortable now that you are." 

I (B.C.) told John Calicott that the next Review Board meeting is 
scheduled for August 12, 1995 and that the likelihood of completing 
his Second Stage Review would be at that meeting. I advised John 
Calicott that the more information that he provides to the Board 
the quicker the Second Stage Review can be completed. I asked John 
Calicott why he wouldn't release positive reports to the Board. He 
stated again "Since you're there perhaps I will." I informed John 
that I am not part of the Board's determinations or recommendations 
and that my job is to convey oral and written reports to them. I 
also advised John that he should speak with Pat O'Malley since his 
lawyer is out of the country. John stated that he would speak with 
Pat O'Malley and follow-up at a later time. 
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DRAFT #2 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Date: July 19, 1995 

Re: Reverend John Calicott 

Following continuation of the Second Stage Review at the Review Board's 
meeting on March 18, 1995, Cardinal Bernardin accepted the Board's determination 
that it was not reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry at that time. 
The Cardinal also accepted the recommendation that Father Calicott's current 
individual protocol remain in effect. At the same time, the Cardinal noted that 
the Board further determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt 
of additional information to assist the Board in determining whether return to 
ministry may be appropriate, including the possibility of return to parish 
ministry at Holy Angels Parish. The Cardinal also made some suggestions as to 
points that the Review Board might consider in determining whether Father 
Calicott should be returned to ministry. 
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DRAFT #2 

In addition, enclosed is the statement read by the Holy Angels Parish 
Council at all the Masses at Holy Angels on July 9. Bishop Murry was present for 
several hours at Holy Angels Parish on July 23 to receive feedback from 
parishioners and school parents individually and as a group. He will ·be 
available to appear at the Review Board's meeting on August 12 to summarize this 
information. 

Accordingly, the Review Board is asked to make a definitive determination 
and recommendation to the Archbishop in accord with Article 4. ll(d) regarding the 
following question: 

Vltether it is reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry in view 
of all the facts and circumstances, giving appropriate consideration 
to the safety of children and the rights of the priest, or whether his 
withdrawal from ministry should continue; if his withdrawal should 
not continue, whether any restrictions should be imposed on him in his 
return to ministry. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
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To: 

cc: 

DRAFT 

MEMORANDUM 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George v. Hurry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Patrick J. o•Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Date: July 19, 1995 

Re: Reverend John calicott 

Following continuation of the Second Stage Review at the Review Board's 
meeting on March 18, 1995, Cardinal Bernardin accepted the Board's determination 
that it was not reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry at that time. 
The Cardinal also accepted the recommendation that Father Calicott'& current 
individual protocol remain in effect. At the same time, the Cardinal noted that 
the Board further determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt 1 
of additional information to assist the Board in determining whether return to 
ministry may be appropriate, includil'!g the possibility c;>f ret~rn .to p~i~ 
minis~~X at Holy Angels Parish. 1l,,. ~at.--~~~-~-~ lkiA-f;rtt:.~ 4--Sl. 

().....~"" (~~;,.~-t;.~to~,~~/~~~~~ ~· 
1 Now, as the Archbishop's irn to the Review Bo3~,dJt-.,I am writing on "~ 

behalf of Cardinal Bernardin to th~~o-!'!~close the Second Stage f.J~ " J 

Review at its meeting on August 12, 1995. 1-n se, Father Calicott has 
been asked, as the Board requested at its meeting on July 15, 1995, to provide 

In addition, enclosed is the statement read by the Holy Angels Parish 
Council at all the Masses at Holy Angels on July 9. Bishop Murry was present for 
several hours at Holy Angels Parish on July 23 to receive feedback from J 
parishioners and school parents individually and as a group. He will be pr: t ~-la 
~ the Review Board's meeting on August 12 to summarize this informatio~ . ~~ 

t Dfl(J : ' -J4 ~b~ l~ ~O> &'i° 1 ; i' M ~ 1h4- ti,;; ~ i~ Jr~ ,Y-
ts Jls !;;t:Jo "- • 
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DRAFT 

Accordingly, the Review Board is asked to make a definitive determinationand 
reconunendation to the Archbishop in accord with Article 4.ll(d) regarding the 
following question: 

Whether it i• reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry in view 
of all the facts and circumstances, giving appropriate consideration 
to the safety of children and the rights of the priest, or whether bis 
withdrawal froa ainistry should continue; if his withdrawal should 
not continue, whether any restrictions should be imposed on him in bis 
return to ministry. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
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Page 365 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07128/1995 

3. Holy Angels: Bishop Murry met with parishioners recently to 
announce the appointment of Robert Miller 76 as Administrator. This 
was needed due to the fact that Fr. Donald Er1r SVD was completing 
his term as administrator. Parishioners are almost unanimous in their 
hope that John Calicott '78 [former Pastor) would soon return to the 
pastorate. This issue is continuing to be studied by the Diocesan 
Review Board. 

VI Old Business: None discussed. 

Vil New Business: None discussed. 

VIII Adjournment: 1:35 P .M. 
MOTION: 6-0-0 

4 
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DRAFT 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Date: August 2, 1995 

Re: Reverend John Calicott 

Following continuation of the Second Stage Review at the Review Board's 
meeting on March 18, 1995, Cardinal Bernardin accepted the Board's determination 
that it was not reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry at that time. 
The Cardinal also accepted the recommendation that Father Calicott's current 
individual protocol remain in effect. At the same time, the Cardinal noted that 
the Board further determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt 
of additional information to assist the Board in determining whether return to 
ministry may be appropriate, including the possibility of return to parish 
ministry at Holy Angels Parish. The Cardinal also made some suggestions as to 
points that the Review Board might consider in determining whether Father 
Calicott should be returned to ministry. 

In light of Father Calicott' s request to return to ministry and the 
Archdiocese's responsibility to address pressing pastoral concerns at Holy Angels 
Parish which were reported to the Board at an earlier meeting, Cardinal Bernardin 
has asked me to communicate his agreement with the Board's expressed desire to 
conclude its Second Stage Review. 

The Review Board's request has been communicated to Fr. Calicott that he 
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August 2, 1995 
Page 2 

DRAFT 

In addition, enclosed is the statement read by the Holy Angels Parish 
Council at all the Masses at Holy Angels on July 9. Bishop Murry was present for 
several hours at Holy Angels Parish on July 23 to receive feedback from 
parishioners and school parents individually and as a group. He will be 
available to appear at the Review Board's meeting on August 12 to swnmarize this 
information. 

Accordingly, the Review Board is asked to make a definitive determination 
and recommendation to the Archbishop in accord with Article 4. ll(d) regarding the 
following question: 

Whether it is reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry in view 
of all the facts and circumstances, giving appropriate consideration 
to the safety of children and the rights of the priest, or whether his 
withdrawal from ministry should continue; if his withdrawal should 
not continue, whether any restrictions should be imposed on him in his 
return to ministry. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

AOC 010521 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

MEMORANDUM 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, lllino~s 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

To: Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 
and Archbishop's Delegate to the 1 '/J 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

August 2, 1995 

Reverend John Calicott 

Following continuation of the Second Stage Review at the Review Board's 
meeting on March 18, 1995, Cardinal Bernardin accepted the Board's determination 
that it was not reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry at that time. 
The Cardinal also accepted the recommendation that Father Calicott's current 
individual protocol remain in effect. At the same time, the Cardinal noted that 
the Board further determined to continue the Second Stage Review pending receipt 
of additional information to assist the Board in determining whether return to 
ministry may be appropriate, including the possibility of return to parish 
ministry at Holy Angels Parish. The Cardinal also made some suggestions as to 
points thllt the Rc·._ .... ie ... __, ~card migh.t cvn.sidGr in determining whatl~ier Fatlier 
Calicott should be returned to m~nistry. 

In light of Father Calicott' s request to return to ministry and the 
Archd-iocese' s responsibility to address pressing pastoral concerns at Holy Angels 
Parish which were reported to the Board at an earlier meeting, Cardinal Bernardin 
has asked me to communicate his agreement with the Board's expressed desire to 
conclude its Second Stage Review. 
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Memo re Fr. Calicott 
August 2, 1995 
Page 2 

In addition, enclosed is the statement read by the Holy Angels Parish 
Council at all the Masses at Holy Angels on July 9. Bishop Murry was present for 
several hours at Holy Angels Parish on July 23 to receive feedback from 
parishioners and school parents individually and as a group. He will be 
available to appear at the Review.Board's meeting on August 12 to summarize this 
information. 

Accordingly, the Review Board is asked to make a definitive determination 
and recommendation to the Archbishop in accord with Article 4. ll(d) regarding the 
following question: 

Whether it is reasonable to return Father Calicott to ministry in view 
of all the facts and circumstances, giving appropriate consideration 
to the safety of children and the rights of the priest, or whether his 
withdrawal from ministry should continue; if his withdrawal should 
not continue, whether any restrictions should be imposed on him in his 
return to ministry. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
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August 4, 1995 

Members o e ro ess1onal Fitness Review Board 
c/o Bernadette Connolly 
One East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Members of the Professional Fitness Review Board: 

I am writing this letter to request your recommendation that 
I return to pastoral ministry and resume my calling as pastor of 
Holy Angels Church. 

I know you have much information to evaluate and consider. 
It is a source of personal remorse and sadness to me that my own 
actions have brought harm to others and occasioned this necessary 
process of evaluation. I live with this remorse and acknowledge 
it to God daily, as I will for the rest of my· life. 

I know you have expressed concern about the possibility of 
other victims. No other incidents have been alleged against me 
because there have been no other incidents. That is the simple 
truth. I state this not to mitigate my own remorse at what did 
happen, but to respond to your concern.· 

I share your desire that all children be protected and cared 
for. If I were a threat, I would resign from the priesthood. 

I request the opportunity to resume my duties at Holy Angels 
because I know I am not a threat to children. I do not rely 
solely upon my subjective belief. Over the ast sixteen months I 
have participated in the most intense 

possible to provide objective assuring my 
parishioners, my church, my bishop and myself that I pose no 
threat to children. I have benef itted from 

I have tried to provide all I can to allow a complete 
evaluation. I have spent many years in the work of the Lord and 
of my church. My heartfelt desire is to return to that work. 
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August 7, 1995 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
1 E. Superior Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dean Ms. Connolly: 

This letter of support for Fr. John Calicott is being written on behalf of two 
Archdiocesan groups representing the Black Catholic Community. The two groups 
are the Diocesan Coordinating Team and the Advisory Board for the African 
American Consultant of the Ethnic Ministries Office. We respectfully request 
that Fr. Calicott be returned to ministry and to his position as the pastor of 
Holy Angels Church. 

Fr. Calicott has provided exemplary service to the Archdiocese of Chicago and the 
· Black community. His sermons, retreats, speeches and spirituality have brought 

many to the Lord. He cares deeply about our children and has been a surrogate 
· father to many of our young men. We know that he would do nothing to hurt a 

child. Our community has never believed this 18 year old allegation made against 
him and wish to point out that no other allegations haye been made. 

The people of Holy Angels have made it clear to the Board and to Bishop Murry 
that they want Fr. Calicott back. The people of Holy Name of Mary Parish also 
stand behind Fr. John. In light of all of the above, we again respectfully 
request that Fr. Calicott be returned to ministry and to his position as pastor 
of Holy Angels Church. 

Sincerely, 

D~~a~rson 
Diocesan Coordinating Team and the 
Advisory Board to the African American Consultant 

Ethnic Ministries Office 

cc: Bishop George Murry 
Mrs. Sheila Adams 
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FILE PFR-13 

Phone Call from Fr. Thomas Paprocki Regarding John Calicott: 
August 7, 1995 

Tom Paprocki informed me that he had met with John Calicott and his 
attorney Pat Reardon. Tom explained to John Calicott that the 
Board would be completing its Second Stage Review at its August 12 
meeting. Tom Paprocki wanted John Calicott to know the procedures 
regarding the outcome of a Second Stage Review. John Calicott 
concluded that he indeed understood the consequences if the Board 
decided not to return him to Holy Angels Parish as Pastor, 
specifically that John Calicott would have to wait for 2 years for 
the Board to ever consider restricted ministry. 

John Calicott and his attorney disagreed with the langu~ 
Article 5. John did inform Fr. Paprocki that he would ........... 

John 
Calicott will also be sending a letter to the Board prior to August 
12, 1995 meeting. 

Phone Call from John Calicott's Attorney Pat Reardon: 8/8/95 

Pat Reardon called me today to inform 

Mr. Reardon requested that if I or the Board needed additional 
information prior to August 12, 1995, that I should phone him. Pat 
also requested that I phone him about the Board's decision 
regarding John Calicott's future. I informed Pat that I was not at 
liberty to discuss Board matters with him or with John Calicott. 
I told Pat that the Cardinal's delegate (Fr. Paprocki) would be 
able to update him as soon as the Cardinal accepts the Board's 
recommendations. 

Phone Call to Bishop George Murry from Bernadette Connolly: 
August 8, 1995 

I (B. C.) spoke with Bishop Murry's secretary and requested his 
presence at the August 12th Board meeting regarding PFR-13. Bishop 
Murry is scheduled to meet with the Board at 10:30 a.m. to update 
the Board regarding the statement that was read at Holy Angels 
Parish on July 9, 1995. 
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Notes from Review Board Meeting - John Calicott PFR-13, 8/12/95: 

C) John's Letter: 
Do we think he is sincere? 

D) Letter from Ethnic Ministry Office: 
- Par. #2 - this community has never believed this 18 yr. old 

allegation. ·Holy Angels and Holy Name of Mary want him back -
are both saying that they don't believe these allegations. 

E) Cardinal request: 
- to conclude the Second Stage Review 
- quote about parish ministry 

-2-
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

August 12, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

* The Review Board approved the minutes of the July 15, 1995 
meeting. 

A) Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.): 

1) The Board completed a Second Stage Review in the PFR-
13 matter pursuant to Article 4 .11 of the Review Process For 
Continuation Of Ministry. 

2) Bishop Murry presented an information report on the 
feedback he received from the parishioners of Holy Angels Parish in 
response to the statement which was read at each Mass on July 9, 
1995. The overall response from the parishioners was a favorable 
one and that most parishioners understood the allegations. Bishop 
Murry met with individuals, one on one and in group settings. He 
clearly asked if anyone had concerns regarding the safety of 
children. Parishioners responded that they trust J.C. and want him 
back. Three parishioners said that J.C. should not return due to 
some of the administrative decisions that J.C. made in the past. 

3) The Review Board voted (6-2) to recommend that Fr. 
Calicott be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish 
only if he agrees to abide by all of the following conditions: 

1. Fr. Calicott must never be in the presence of a 
minor without another responsible adult present. 

2. 
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3. 

4. 

5. An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish 
and report to the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator. 

6. Fr. Calicott's presence at the parish and his 
compliance with this agreement shall be monitored 
by the Professional Fitness Review Administrator, 
the local Episcopal Vicar, and the Vicar for Priests. 

7. Fr. Calicott must live with at least one other adult, 
and this individual and their residence must be 
approved by the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator. 

8. The entire protocol of restrictions for Fr. Calicott 
will be announced to the adults of the Holy Angels 
parish and school so that they can assist in the 
monitoring. 

9. The Archdiocese will provide training for the parish 
and school staff regarding their participation in the 
monitoring of Fr. Calicott. 

10. Fr. Calicott, the on-site monitor, and the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator will discuss 
in detail Fr. Calicott's Individual Specific Protocol 
which he will be expected to follow. 

11. Fr. Calicott will submit any future requests to modify 
these restrictions to the Professional Fitness Review 
Board for consideration and recommendation from the 
Board to be sent to Cardinal Bernardin for his review 
and acceptance. 

4) Suggestions from the Board if J.C. accepts the above 
conditions: 

1. The PFRA and the Vicar for Priests will speak with 
J.C. about these protocol restrictions and to inform him that there 
are no exceptions to these restrictions. 
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2. The PFRA and the Vicar for Priests will interview and 
recommend an on-site monitor to the Cardinal. 

3. The PFRA, on site-monitor and J.C. will meet to 
discuss the provisions regarding his Individual Specific Protocol. 

4. The Archdiocese will ensure that J.C. in his Sunday 
sermons does not pronounce victory or convey any indications of 
racism. 

6. J.C.'s file will remain open for the remainder of his 
priesthood. 
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Report to Cardinal Joseph Bernardin from the Professional Fitness 
Review Board: 

It was agreed that and PFRA would meet to discuss 
the Commission's Recommendations regarding Clerical Sexual 
Misconduct with Minors. The Board will discuss at its next meeting 
suggestions in changing current policies and procedures. 

The Board agreed that its next meeting would be scheduled for 
September 16, 1995. 

;~~};~~~~, f {) 
~'~ffl 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 
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Office of the Chancellor 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

File 

ARO-lDIOC' CHICAGO 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Memorandum 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 

A'l;lgust 13, 1995 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 75Hl220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Conditions required for Fr. Calicott's return to Holy Angels Parish 

At its meeting on August 12, 1995, the Review Board voted (6-2) to 
recommend that Father John Calicott be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish only if he agrees to abide by all of the following conditions: 

1) Fr. Calicott must never be alone in the presence; of a minor without 
another responsible adult present. 

2) 

3) Fr. Calicott must for as long as deemed 
necessary by the Review Board at a supplementary review, and he must set 
up a reasonable daily and weekly schedule in which one day per week is 
devoted to •••••• 

4) An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish and report to the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

5) Fr. Calicott' s presence at the parish and his compliance with this 
agreement shall be monitored by the PFRA, the local Episcopal Vicar, and 
the Vicar for priests. These roles as monitors should be spelled out. 

6) Fr. Calicott must not live alone; someone else must live in the rectory 
where he lives. 

7) Fr. Calicott' s protocol must be announced to parishioners and school 
parents since they will be expected to act as his de facto monitors. 

8) In-service training is to be provided for parishioners and school parents 
in order to assist them in acting as Fr. Calicott's monitors. 

9) Fr. Calicott must 
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CONFIDENTIAL Memo 
Re: Conditions required for Fr. Calicott's return to Holy Angels Parish 
August 13, 1995 - Page 2 

The Board wanted the Cardinal to know that they were very uneasy in making 
these recommendations. Although the vote to return him to ministry was split, 
the Board was unanimous that the above conditions are required sine qua non if 
he is permitted to return to Holy Angels as pastor .. 

If Fr. Calicott agrees to these conditions and is allowed to return to the 
parish, he would also have to understand and ag.ree that non-compliance with any 
one of the above conditions at any time in the future would be grounds for his 
canonical removal as pastor. 

In making these recomrnendati~ns, the Review Board is clearly doing so as 
an exception to our policies and procedures. The reasons for this exception are: 

a) The parish has been informed and warned that Fr. Calicott had engaged 
in sexual misconduct with minors nineteen years agq .. 

b) Despite this fact, the parishioners want him back. Since they are 
aware of the situation, they will act as monitors in addition to the official on­
site monitor assigned to live at the parish. 

•' .. 

Finally, Fr. Calicott must not use his return as an occasion to vent his 
anger at the process or to bash the Review Board or the Archdiocese. He is the 
one who caused whatever has happened and he must bear the responsibility himself 
rather than try to place blame elsewhere. Because of the Cardinal's personal 
credibility and powers of moral persuasion, he is the person who would be in the 
best position to convince Fr. Calicott of this. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

File 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Memorandum 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 

A';lgust 13, 1995 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Conditions required for Fr. Calicott's return to Holy Angels Parish 

At its meeting on August 12, 1995, the Review Board voted (6-2) to 
recommend that Father John Calicott be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish only if he agrees to abide by all of the following conditions: 

1) Fr. Calicott must never be alone in the presence:· of a minor without 
another responsible adult present. 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

long as deemed 
necessary by the Review Board at a supplementary review, and he must set 
up a reasonable daily and weekly schedule in which one day per week is 
devoted to 

An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish and report to the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

Fr. Calicott' s presence at the parish and his compliance with this 
agreement shall be monitored by the PFRA, the local Episcopal Vicar, and 
the Vicar for priests. These roles as monitors should be spelled out. 

{"VLl::t ~ /?~--:! 
Fr. Calicott must not live alone; someone else must live ~he rectory ~- ~ 6) 

7) 

8) 

9) 

where he lives. G t~'1--\. ~J.e( .. J;J-GJ r? 
Fr. Calicott' s protocol must be announced to parishioners and school 
parents since they will be expected to act as his de facto monitors. 

In-service training is to be provided for parishioners and school parents 
in order to assist them in acting as Fr. Calicott's monitors. 

Fr. Calicott must 
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CONFIDENTIAL Memo 
Re: Conditions required for Fr. Calicott's return to Holy Angels Parish 
August 13, 1995 - Page 2 

The Board wanted the Cardinal to know that thE!Y were very uneasy in making 
these recommendations. Although the vote to return him to ministry was split, 
the Board was unanimous that the above conditions are required sine qua non if 
he is permitted to return to Holy Angels as pastor. 

If Fr. Calicott agrees to these conditions and is allowed to return to the 
parish, he would also have to understand and agree that non-compliance with any 
one of the above conditions at any time in the future would be grounds for his 
canonical removal as pastor. 

In mak1ng these reconunendati&ns, the Review Board is clearly doing so as 
an exception to our policies and procedures. The reasons for this exception are: 

a) The parish has been infor~ed an~:~~hat Fr. Calicott had engaged 
in sexual misconduct with minors ninetee~q .. 

b) Despite this fact, the parishioners want him back. Since they are 
aware of the situation, they will act as monitors in addition to the official on­
site monitor assigned to live at the parish. . . .. 

Finally, Fr. Calicott must not use his return as an occasion to vent his 
anger at the process or to bash the Review Board or the Archdiocese. He is the 
one who caused whatever has happened and he must bear the responsibility himself 
rather than try to place blame elsewhere. Because of the Cardinal's personal 
credibility and powers of moral persuasion, he is the person who would be in the 
best position to convince Fr. Calicott of this. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Posl Office 80:1. 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Office of Professional 
Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 

(312) 751-5205/5206 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 
Suite 504 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin: 

August 14, 1995 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on August 12, 1995. The Board 
fully considered all written and verbal reports in the matter involving Rev. John 
Calicott. The Board further considered documents which Fr. Calicott released and 
submitted to it. Pursuant to Article 4.11 of the Review Process for Continuation 
of Ministry, the Board concluded a Second Stage Review. 

The Board recommended that Fr. Calicott be permitted to return as Pastor 
of Holy Angels Parish only if he agrees to abide by all of the following 
conditions: 

1. Fr. Calicott must never be in the presence of a minor 
without another responsible adult present. 

2. 

3. Fr. Calicott must for as 
long as deemed necessary by the Review Board at a 
supplementary review. Fr. Calicott must set up a 
reasonable schedule in which the equivalent of one day 
per week is devoted to Fr. Calicott must also 

4. Fr. Calicott must 
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Letter to Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Re: Rev. John Calicott 
August 14, 1995 - Page Two 

s. An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish 
and report to the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator. 

6. Fr. Calicott' s presence at the parish and his compliance 
with this agreement shall be monitored by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator, the local 
Episcopal Vicar, and the Vicar for Priests. 

7. Fr. Calicott must live with at least one other adult, 
and this individual and their residence must be approved 
by the Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

8. The entire protocol of restrictions for Fr. Calicott 
will be announced to the adults of the Holy Angels 
parish and school so that they can assist in the 
monitoring. 

9. The Archdiocese will provide training for the parish and 
school staff regarding their participation in the 
monitoring of Fr. Calicott. 

10. Fr. Calicott, the on-site monitor, and the Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator will discuss in detail Fr. 
Calicott' s Individual Specific Protocol which he will be 
expected to follow. 

11. Fr. Calicott will submit any future requests to modify 
these restrictons to the Professional Fitness Review 
Board for consideration and recommendation from the 
Board to be sent to you for your review and acceptance. 

The Board asked me to convey how difficult it was for a majority of the 
Board members to recommend return to restricted ministry, even with all of these 
conditions. The Board believes that intense treatment and careful monitoring are 
essential. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
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PATRICK G. REARDON 

ATIORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

SUITE 1938 

221 NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60601 

AREA CODE 312 

372-5716 

Reverend Patrick O'Malley 
Off ice of the Vicar for Priests 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
645 N. Michigan Avenue 
Room 543 
Chicago, Il 60611 

Dear Father O'Malley, 

August 15, 1995 

Enclosed are fax copies of the most recent submis 'ons to 
the Fitness Review Board prepared by At 
Father Calicott's request I have sent a set to the Cardinal and 
this set to you. 

Best Wishes! 

PGR/yo 
Encl: 

Sincerely, 

;J~?-4 
Patrick G. Reardon 
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FILE PFR-13 

Phone Call from Brother Dennis via Cardinal Joseph Bernardin: 
August 15. 1995 

A meeting is scheduled to inform John Calicott of the Cardinal's 
acceptance regarding the Board's recommendations for restricted 
ministry. Cardinal Bernardin, Fr. Paprocki, Bishop Murry, Fr. Pat 
O'Malley and Bernadette Connolly will be meeting with John Calicott 
on Friday August 18, 1995 at 10:30 a.m. at the Cardinal's 
residence. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

August 16, 1995 

Dear Bernadette,. 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

Thank you for your letter of August 14, 1995 advising me of the 
recommendations of the Review Board regarding Reverend John Calicott, following 
completion of the Second Stage Review at the Board's meeting on August 12, 1995. 

I am willing to accept the Review Board's recommendation that Father 
Calicott be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish only if he agrees 
to abide by all of the conditions described in your letter of August 14. I will 
be meeting with Father Calicott on Friday, August 18. At this meeting, I will 
emphasize that all of these conditions must be followed without exception or 
compromise. If he agrees to accept these conditions for his return, I will ask 
you and Father Paprocki to work with Father.Calicott in expressing them in a 
written agreement, along with the Individual Specific Protocol which he will be 
expected to follow. 

I wish to reserve my final decision on Father Calicott's return to Holy 
Angels until I have reviewed this written agreement and the Individual Specific 
Protocol. 

As you know from my communications with the Review Board, this matter has 
very much been on my mind and in my prayers. I can appreciate that it was very 
-difficult for a majority of the Board members to recommend return to restricted 
ministry, even with all of t~ese conditions. We will need to continue to pray 
for a satisfactory resolution of this matter for the good of all concerned. 

I am deeply grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for the time 
and careful attention that you have given to this issue. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

{f_"f>J!. ~. ~ 
Archoishop of Chicago 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 
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Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Letter re Reverend John Calicott 
August 16, 1995 - Page 2 

cc: Members of .the Professional Fitness Review Board 
Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Memo 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Cardinal 
SAT Members 

Brother Dunnis Dunne, FMS 

August 16, 1995 

Meeting with Father John Calicott 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oiicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Father John Calicott and his attorney will be 
meeting with Cardinal Bernardin, Bishop Murry, Father 
Pat O'Malley, Father Thomas Paprocki, and Bernadette 
Connolly on Friday, August 18, 1995 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Cardinal's Residence. 

cc: Sisters at Residence 
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CONDITIONS OF 
FATHER JOHN CALICOTT'S 

RETURN TO HOLY ANGELS PARISH 

1. Father Calicott must never be in the presence of a minor without 
another responsible adult present. 

2. For as long as he is a priest, he must 

3. Father Calicott must for as long as 
deemed necessary by the Review Board. He must set up a 
reasonable schedule in which the equivalent of one day per 
week is devoted to -· He must also 

4. Father Calicott must 

5. An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish and report to 
the Archdiocese's Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

6. Father Calicott's presence at Holy Angels Parish and his compliance 
with the conditions of his return shall be monitored by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator, the Episcopal Vicar 
of Vicariate VI, and the Vicar for Priests. 

7. Father Calicott must live with at least one other adult, and this 
individual and their residence must be approved by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

8. The entire protocol of restrictions for Father Calicott will be announced 
to the adults of adults of Holy Angels parish and school so that they 
can assist in monitoring. 

9. The Archdiocese will provide training for the parish and school staff 
regarding their participation in the monitoring of Father Calicott. 
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FILE PFR-13 August 16, 1995 

Distribution of Board's recommendations to Cardinal Bernardin were 
mailed today for the Board's review. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, llllnois 60690 

(312)751-8220 
Fax (312)751-5381 

Reverend John Calicott 
P.O. Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear John: 

August 18, 1995 

I am writing to you in my capacity as the Archbishop's Delegate to the 
Professional Fitness Review Board. As you know, the Review Board met on August 
12, 1995. The Board fully considered all written and verbal reports in the 
matter involving yourself. The Board further considered documents which you 
released and submitted to it. Pursuant to Article 4 .11 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry, the Board concluded a Second Stage Review. 

The Board recommended that you be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish only if you agree to abide by all of the following conditions: 

1. You must never be in the presence of a minor without 
another responsible adult pres~nt. 

3. You must for as long as deemed 
necessary by the Review-Board at a supplementary review. 
You must set up a reasonable schedule in which· the 
equivalent. of one day per week is devoted to 

. must also 

4. You must -· 5. An on-site monitor is required to reside at the parish and I 
report to the Professional Fitness Review Administrator. · 

6. Your presence at the parish and your compliance with this 
agreement shall be monitored by the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator, the local Episcopal Vicar, and the 
Vicar for Priests. 
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Letter to Rev. John Calicott 
August 18, 1995 - Page Two 

7. You must live with at least one other adult, and this 
individual and the residence must be approved by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

8. The entire protocol of restrictions for yourself will be 
announced to the adults of the Holy Angels parish and 
school so that they can assist in the monitoring. 

9. The Archdiocese will provide training for the parish and 
school staff regarding their participation in your 
monitoring. 

10. You, the on-site monitor, and the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator will discuss in detail your Individual 
Specific Protocol which you will be expected to follow. 

11. You will submit any future requests to modify these 
restrictions to the Professional Fitness Review Board for 
consideration and recommendation from the Board to be sent 
to the Cardinal for his review and acceptance. 

r-. 

The Board conveyed to the Cardinal how difficult it was for a majority of 
the Board members to recommend return to restricted ministry, even with all of 
these conditions. The Board believes that and careful 
monitoring are essential. 

In response, Cardinal Bernardin indicated that he is willing to accept the 
Review Board's recommendation that you be permitted to return as ~astor of Holy 
Angels Parish only if you agree to abide by all of the conditions described above 
without exception or compromise. If you agree to accept these conditions for 
your return, the Cardinal has asked Bernadette Connolly and me to work with you 
in expressing these conditions in a written agreement, along with the Individual 
Specific Protocol which you will be expected to follow. 

The Cardinal also stated that he wished to reserve his final decision on 
your return to Holy Angels until he has reviewed this written agreement and the 
Individual Specific Protocol. 

John, I will continue to pray for a satisfactory resolution of this matter 
for the good of all concerned. If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Thomas J, Paprocki 
Chancellor and Archbishop's Delegate [ 
to the Review Board 
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Letter to Rev. John Calicott 
August 18, 1995 - Page Three 

cc: Cardinal Bernardin 
Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. Patrick Reardon, Attorney at Law ,_. 
Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness. ·Review Administrator 
Members of the Professional Fitness Review Board 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office pf the Chancellor 

NOTES FOR MEETING WITH FR. JOHN CALICOTT 

August 18, 1995 

Post Office Box 1 '179 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

1. Present for the meeting will be Cardinal Bernardin, Bishop Murry, Father 
Paprocki, Father O'Malley, Bernadette Connolly, Father John Calicott, and 
Patrick Reardon. 

2. Cardinal Bernardin will start the meeting with a prayer and a:sk Father 
Paprocki to outline the recommendations of the Review Board. 

3. Father Paprocki will outline the recommendations of the Review Board and 
inform Father Calicott that the Cardinal has already indicated that he is 
willing to accept the Review Board's recommendation that Father Calicott 
be permitted to return as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish only if he agrees 
to abide by all of the conditions without exception or compromise. 

4. Suggested remarks to be made by Cardinal Bernardin to reinforce the 
message: 

John, I know that some of these conditions will 
not be easy for you to accept, but I am making a major 
compromise already by even considering your return to 
the parish. I cannot make any more compromises on this. 
The reputation of the Archdiocese and my own credibility 
are at stake. That is why there can be no exceptions or 
compromises about the conditions that the Review Board 
has set. It is up to you to decide if you wish to agree 
to them, but the Review Board was clear tbat the 
conditions are a package. There will be no negotiating 
over specific conditions, and if you cannot agree to all 
of them, then I am afraid that I cannot allow you to ' 
return to the parish. 

Also, I must ask you, John, if you agree to return 
under these conditions, that you not use your return as 
an occasion to vent your anger at anyone involved in 
this matter, such as the Review Board, the Archdiocese 
or the process itself. You must bear the responsibility 
for whatever has happened rather than try to place blame 
elsewhere. There are no winners or losers in this, and 
I ask you to make your return with an attitude of 
humility in the service of your people. It is very 
important to me that you do this, John. 

5. Bishop Murry, Father Paprocki, and Bernadette Connolly will continue the 
discussion with Father Calicott, Father O'Malley and Pat Reardon about 
Father Calicott's willingness to agree to the conditions and the public 
statements that would be made concerning his return to Holy Angels. 

AOC 010555 



RCV BY:xEROX TELECDPIER 7010 ; 8-18-95 3:06PM ; 

312-542-4933 VIC~R FOR PRIESTS 

312 642 4933~ 

290 P01 

13127515381;1:1 1 

~UG 18 '95 14:18 

Off: (312) 642-1e37 
Fax: (312) 64.2-4933 

DATE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NOnTH MICHIGAN,AV~NU!:, SUITE 543 

CHlCAGO, ILUtJOIS 60611 

J!/0 
TIME: ___.!a~~:!~~t0t=,,-:___ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAG=S: _ii!._ 

RECEIVING FAX NUMBER: f /J'fo; '"' 4'177 

PLEASE DELIVER TH1S TRANSMISSION TO THE NAMED RECEIVt:R AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

IF THERE ARE PROBLEMS WITH TRANSMISSION. PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER. 

AOC 010556 



FILE PFR-13 

Meeting with Rev. John Calicott: August 18, 1995 

Today, John Calicott was informed that the Cardinal accepted the 
Review Board's recommendations and determinations to allow him to 
return to Holy Angels Parish as Pastor. However, John Calicott 
will be required to follow a strict protocol in order to return to 
his parish if he chooses to accept these conditions. John Calicott 
was very upset about the conditions especially having to 
............ -. John Calicott started crying 
during the rneet~that John Calicott was very angry 
at Cardinal Bernardin and the Review Board. He referred to the 
Review Board as being 11 incompetent. 11 He also stated that he is not 
an 11 offender 11 and never was ever as such. It is my 
opinion that John Calicott is still very much in denial. John 
Calicott and his attorney will let us know of their decision on 
Friday B/25/95. 

Phone Call from Rev. Tom Paprocki Regarding John Calicott:8/25/95 

Torn Paprocki phoned today and informed me that John Calicott and 
his attorney are accepting our offer for his return to Holy Angels. 
John Calicott will be sending the Board their response as well as 
clarification regarding some of the conditions. John Calicott is 
still adamant about not 
He is requesting that the Board explain their reasoning regarding 
this matter. 

Phone Call to Regarding John Calicott: 8/25/95 

111111 .. today asking her for assistance 
for John Calicott to 

's response and sent it to Tom 
Paprocki. 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

September 16, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

* The Review Board appproved the Minutes of the August 12, 1995 
meeting. 

A) Matter of 

B) Matter of ••••••• 
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D) Matter of PFR-13 (J.C.): 

Fr. Paprocki updated the Board of the meeting with J.C. 
on 8/18/95. CJB could not attend the meeting because he was sick 
that morning. Fr. Paprocki, Bishop George Murry, Fr. Pat O'Malley 
and the Administrator met with J.C. and his attorney, Pat Reardon. 
Fr. Paprocki informed the Board that J.C. agreed to all of the 
conditions outlined in the Agreement. The Board requested that the 
Administrator inform J.C. that his 
should start immediately or, at least, prior to his return. 

F) Job Descriptions: 

The Board formally approved the PFRA and AA job 
descriptions. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Post Office Box #455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 

Dear John: 

September 21, 1995 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Last year, after you were placed on Administrative Leave, you sent 
a letter to Father James T. Kaczorowski, Chairman of the Presbyteral Council, 
outlining your concerns about the Review Board process. Father Kaczorowski 
forwarded your correspondence to Cardinal Ber~ardin, who asked me to follow up 
on this 

In the meantime, 
the Cardinal reconvened the Special Commission on Clerical Sexual Misconduct with 
Minors. The purpose of reconvening the Commission is to evaluate the steps taken 
over the past three years to implement the recommendations made in 1992. 

The Cardinal met with the Commission to discuss their mission just 
before entering the hospital in June. At that meeting, the Commission discussed 
inviting comments from people affected by the process. 

Accordingly, unless you have any objection, I am forwarding a copy 
of your comments to the Commission. This seems to be the best way for them to 
be considered for any change in the policies or procedures. 

If you do not want me to forward these materials or if you wish to 
submit any different or additional comments, in light of your experience over the 
past year, please let me know. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

~</·~v~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 80611 

To: Father Tom Paprocki 

From: Fathers Coughlin and O'Malley 

Re: A letter to Priests 

Date: SepL~w~~r 26,19~5 

Here is a proposed text for the Cardinal to consider for his 
siqnature: 

"After lonq deliberation and with the advice of the 
Archdiocesan Fitness Rev;iew Board I wish to inform you that I am 
returning Father John Calicott to active ministry as pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish. 

"The situation at Holy Angels is a unique one. r ~nd my 
advisors have given this a great deal of re ion before making 
this decision. We anticipate that there may be some media attention 
given to this event. 

"For your information John has agreed to live according to a 
specific personal protocol with an appropriate monitoring system. 

"I ask your e>eplicit support and prayers at this time for John 
and the parish." 

cc: Cardinal Bernardin 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Omce or the Chancellor 

£0NFIDENTIAL 

Reverend John Y. Calicott 
607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

BX MESSENGER -===============-

Dear Father Calicott: 

rost omce Box 1979 
Chicago, llllnols 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

~ ~ 'f--(o f%)?Q . 

~ \fJ'v' 

In preparation for our meeting tomorrow, I am providing you and Pat Reardon 
with copies of the documents which we will discuss for signature. They are: an 
"Agreement," to be signed by you and representatives of the Archdiocese, Review 
Board and ; and a "Covenant," to be signed by you and the 
chairperson of Holy Angel's Parish Pas tor al Council. The Agreement is not 
intended for publication, however, the Covenant would be made public as part of 
a liturgical service at Holy Angels Parish. 

Our meeting is scheduled for 4:00 P.M., Wednesday, September 27 at the 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center, 155 East Superior Street, 4th Floor. Scheduled to 
be present are Bishop Murry, Father Pat O' Malley, Father Dan Coughlin, Bernadette 
Connolly, and myself. 

With every good wish, I remain 

cc w/ enclosures: 

BY MESSENGER 

yours in Christ 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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lt~d I-~, 
9-~9-Xb-

A COVENANT 

(After the greeting and penitential rite) 

(Vicar): Having acknowledged our sins and always seekingL·God's 
forgiveness, I ask you now as a Christian community to be seated 
and be attentive to the Holy Scripture. May the Word of God touch 
yours hearts that you may enter into covenant with the Lord. 

(Lector): A Reading from the Book of Genesis: 15/4-11, (12-16) 
17-19 

"····behold, the word of the Lord came to Abram, 'This man shall 
not be your heir; your own son shall be your heir.' And the Lord 
God brought Abram outside and said, 'Look toward heaven, and 
number the stars, if you are able to number them.' Then the Lord 
God said to Abram, 'So shall your descendants be.' And Abram 
believed the Lord; and the Lord God reckoned it to him as 
righteousness. 

And the Lord God said to Abram, 'I am the Lord who brought you 
from Ur of the Chalde'ans, to give you this land to possess.' 
But Abram said, '0 Lord God, how am I to know that I shall 
possess it?' The Lord God said to him, 'Bring me a heifer, a 
she-goat, a ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.' And he 
brought him all these, cut them in two, and laid each half over 
against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when 
birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them 
away. 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking 
fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. on 
that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, 'To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the river Euphra'tes .... 11 

* * * * * 
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(Vicar): God is ever faithful. In times of trouble, in times of 
joy, God is present to his people. From time to time, to deepen 
their relationship to each other, God has offered his people a 
covenant. 

As the Lord God once ordered Abram to bring to him the 
animals for sacrifice, so we are gathered today. May our hearts 
and souls be open to the Lord God as once symbolized by the 
flayed animals and later by the crucified Lamb of God. 

(JC): I, John Calicott, come before you as a man of faith. I 
promise to live by this covenant that we enter today. I ask you 
to forgive me and accept me once again as your priest, preacher 
of the Word and pastor of souls. 

(People): As the people of God, renewed in faith, we accept you 
and pledge our desire to enter into this covenant with you. We 
too will live a new life according to the terms of this covenant. 
Amen, Amen 

(JC): I will abide by the conditions and restrictions of this 
agreement and live by its discipline so that I may be always 
present to you and to our God in new and appropriate ways. 

(People): As the stars are in the sky, either seen or unseen, we 
will surround you with forgiveness, acceptance and love. We will 
be committed to you, watchful, prayerful and assisting in many 
ways that you may live according to this covenant. Amen, Amen 

(JC): I will pray with you in public and pray in secret for 
myself and for you. I will continue to seek help. I will attend 
to the guidance and of others and in all ways 
live according to the expectations and requirements of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and you my dear people. 

(People): As the treasured possession of the Lord, we will 
continue in the days and years ahead to trust in the Lord. God 
alone can reckon righteousness. We will pray with you and for 
you. 

(JC): With deep pastoral concern for all the parishioners of 
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Holy Angels, especially its children, I pledge always to have 
another responsible adult present whenever I am in the presence 
of a minor. 

With your understanding of these limitations I promise to be 
faithful to as long as deemed necessary by 
the Archbishop of Chicago in consultation with the Archdiocesan 
Professional Fitness Review Board. I will also continue to 
search out the will of God with the help of my -· With your assistance I will fully cooperate with Father 

who will act as a resident monitor for me and he will ---report regularly to the Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
and the Vicar for Priests. 

With the help of God, I am resolved to discharge without fail the 
off ice of priesthood as a conscientious worker in caring for you 
as the Lord's own flock. I renew my consecration of my life to 
God for the salvation of others and am resolved to unite myself 
more closely evry day to Christ the High Priest, who offered 
himself for us to the Father as a perfect sacrifice. 

{People): We accept your pledge of renewed faithfulness and we 
will support you in all your personal endeavors. We understand 
and accept the terms of this agreement. God is with us. We ask 
God to be with you as we now begin a new life with you according 
to this covenant. Amen, Amen 

(John signs the covenant) 

(JC): Amen, Amen 

(The chairperson of the Parish Pastoral Council now signs the 
covenant) 

(All): Amen, Amen 

AOC 010569 



(Vicar): On another occasion, after Abram's return from defeat, 
Mel-chiz'edek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was a 
priest of God Most High. 

He blessed him and said: 
"Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies into your hand." 

(The Vicar places the stole on the pastor) 

(JC): With bread and wine let us now seal this covenant in the 
Body and Blood of Christ. 

(All): Amen, Amen 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

MEMORANDUM 
CONFIDENTIAL 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor ~ 
Date: October 1, 1995 

Re: FATHER JOHN V. CALICOTT -

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

On October 11, 1995, I spoke with , the person who had 
corroborated allegations of sexual misconduct against Father John Calicott, to 
inform him that the Archdiocese was planning to return Father Calicott to his 
pastorate at Holy Angels Parish. 

I asked if he was in agreement with this decision. He 
responded, "I am most definitely in agreement." 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCl' CHICAGO 

October 6, 1995 

To the priests of the Archdiocese 

My dear brothers in Christ: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

After long deliberation and with the concurrence and counsel of the 
Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review Board, I am writing to inform you that 
I have decided to return Father John Calicott to active ministry as pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish. John has been on administrative leave since April, 1994, 
after the Archdiocese received an allegation and John acknowledged sexual 
misconduct involving two minors nineteen years ago. There have been no new 
allegations of misconduct since that time. 

I have reached this conclusion based on the specific circumstances of this 
case. My advisors and I have given this a great deal of reflection before making 
this decision.· In doing so, we have been in dialogue with John and with the 
people of Holy Angels Parish, to whom disclosure has been made of the situation. 

In making its recommendation, the Review Board relied upon the professional 
opinion of which had recommended John's return to 
parish ministry and had concluded that he does not pose a significant risk to 
children as long as he continues appropriate steps 

John will return to the parish with the knowledge and acceptance of Holy 
Angels Parishioners, who strongly expressed a willingness to accept John back in 
his role as pastor. They also expressed their willingness to share the 
responsibility for important elements of his return to ministry. 

Ye anticipate that there may be some media attention to this event. For 
your information, John's return will take place at a parish liturgy during which 
he will sign a covenant with the parishioners. According to this covenant, John 
will pledge to live according to a specific personal protocol with an appropriate 
monitoring system. 

I ask your explicit support and prayers at this time for John and the 
parish. 

Yith cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCES' CHICAGO 

October 6,. 1995 

Dear John: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

As you know, I have agreed to return you to active ministry as pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish. Enclosed is a signed original of our agreement. I am also 
sending copies to all the other signatories. Your return will officially take 
effect upon the signing of the covenant within the context of a parish liturgy 
on October 15. 

In addition to the formal language of this agreement, I wish to express my 
personal hope that you will cooperate fully and willingly with its terms. The 
road back to parish ministry has been long and difficult for all involved. I 
pray that nothing will happen which might urido or undermine all the hard work 
that has gone into reaching this result. 

John, I know that your return is mixed with joy and anxiety. Please be 
assured of my continued prayers for God's guidance for you and the people of Holy 
Angels Parish on your journey of faith. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

A. 

N~·~ 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Post Office.Box 455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend James L. Mollohan, On-Sight Monitor 

Ms. Bernadette M. Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

be: Mr. Patrick G. Reardon, Attorney At Law 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bob: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

October 6, 1995 

Posl Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

As you know, I have agreed to return Father John Calicott to active 
ministry as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. His return will officially take effect 
upon t:he signing of the covenant within the context of a parish liturgy on 
October 15. At. that time, your assigrunent as temporary· Administrator will 
officially conclude. 

Regarding your next assignment, I ask you to be in dialogue with the 
Diocesan Priests Placement Board. In the meantime, I want to make sure that you 
continue receiving your full salary. If you encounter any difficulty in this 
regard, please contact the Office of the Vicar for Priests. 

Bob, I am grateful for your willingness to asswne the temporary 
administration of Holy Angels Parish under very trying circumstances. I am sure 
that your personal leadership qualities were very instrumental in providing for 
the continued pastoral care and faith life of the parish. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Robert Miller 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Kenwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend James J. Martin, Dean, Deanery 13 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Jeremiah M. Boland, Diocesan Priests Placement Board 
Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor, Holy Angels Parish 
Ms. Bernadette M. Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

be: Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director, Office for Legal Services 
Mr. James A. Serritella, Attorney At Law 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

October 6, 1995 

Dear Les: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

As you know, I have agreed to return Father John Calicott to active 
ministry as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. His return will officially take effect 
upon the signing of the covenant within the context of a parish liturgy on 
October 15. 

I am happy to learn that you have agreed to serve as the on-site monitor 
as provided in the signed agreement with Father Calicott. Since this is one of 
the necessary conditions for John's return, your willingness to do this is a 
great help. Accordingly, I am pleased to assign you as on-site monitor with 
residence at Holy Angels Parish. Aside from the specific responsibilities which 
pertain to you as on-site monitor, your status as retired remains unchanged. 

It is my understanding that Father Paprocki has already reviewed with you 
the terms of the agreement with Father Calicott, paying particular attention to 
the areas which pertain to the on-site monitor. Ms. Bernadette Connolly, the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator, will also be available to guide and 
assist you in your role as on-site monitor. 

Les, I am grateful for your willingness to assume this new responsibility. 
I am sure that your past experience at Holy Angels Parish and your own good 
relationship with John will enable you to handle this duty quite capably. Please 
be assured of my continued prayers. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend James L. Mollohan 
Church of the Holy Spirit 
1451 W. Bode Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60194 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

tf~~./~ 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, S.J., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend James J. Martin, Dean, Deanery 13 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend George J. Kane, Pastor, Church of the Holy Spirit, Schaumburg 
Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor, Holy Angels Parish 
Ms. Bernadette M. Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

be: Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director, Office for Legal Services 
Mr. James A.SSerritella, Attorney At Law 
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Phone Call from Rev. Tom Paprocki: 
{Regarding PFR-13) 

10-6-95 

Tom Paprocki called today and briefed me on the plans 
regarding John Calicott' s return to Holy Angels Parish. On 
Wednesday 10-11-95, Tom Paprocki and Bishop Murry will be informing 
the Parish Council of John Calicott's return. On Thursday, the 
Office of Communications will release a statement to the press. On 
October 15, John Calicott will say Mass at Holy Angels. John 
Calicott was apparently upset that his return was postponed for one 
week. He threatened Tom Paprocki with the statement of "start 
preparing my exit package." John Calicott also requested to move 
into Holy Angels prior to the 15th of October. 

Tom Paprocki requested my (B.C.) opinion on the matter. I 
informed Tom Paprocki that John Calicott should move into his 
parish on the 15th and no sooner. Tom Paprocki agreed with me. 
Tom also instructed me to speak with Fr. Mollohan regarding 
instructions for him as the live-in/on-site monitor. Fr. Mollohan 
did request one day off per week. I informed Tom Paprocki that 
John Calicott and I would work out the details regarding this 
matter. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/06/1995 

Page 64 

E. 

F. 

G. Priests: 

H. 

1 . 

2. Robert Miller '76: Bob [Administrator of Holy Angels] called Jerry 
and expressed concern because John Calicott '74 [former pastor] is 
anticipated to return and Bob is anxious about his next assignment. 
He will be meeting with Jerry Boland. 

3. 

4. 

4 
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t Memofrom 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 

To ~ ~ Date__:_/_o .. --'---1°_" 9_~_ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

MEMORANDUM 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 7tf 
Date: October 11, 1995 

Re: FATHER JOHN ~. CALICOTT -

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

On October 11, 1995, I spoke with , the person who had 
brought allegations against Father John Calicott, to inform him . that the 
Archdiocese was planning to return Father Calicott to Holy Angels Parish. 

I asked - if he was in agreement with this decision. He 
responded, "I am in agreement. I really do appreciate this." 
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Office of Communications 

ARCHDIOCES' CHICAGO 

NEWSBREAK 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8227 

October 12, 1995 

Under strict conditions established by the Professional Fitness Review Board and the 
Archdiocese, which he has accepted and which have been shared publicly with· his 
parishioners, Father John Calicott will be reinstated as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. His 
return will become effective after Father Calicott signs a written covenant with Holy Angels 
parishioners that Cardinal Bernardin has approved. The signing of the covenant will take 
place within the context of a parish liturgy. According to this covenant, Father Calicott will 
pledge to live according to a specific personal protocol with an appropriate monitoring 
system. 

Father Calicott has been on administrative leave since April, 1994, after the 
Archdiocese received an allegation and Father Calicott acknowledged sexual misconduct 
involving two minors nineteen years ago. There have been no new allegations of misconduct 
since that time. 

Father Calicott will return to the parish with the knowledge and acceptance of Holy 
Angels parishioners, who strongly expressed a willingness to accept him back in his role as 
pastor. They also expressed their willingness to share the responsibility for important 
elements of his return to ministry. 
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STATEMENT OF THE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

RE: return of Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Parish 
October 12, 1995 

Under strict conditions which he has accepted and which have 

been shared publicly with his parishioners, Father John Calicott 

will be reinstated as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. His return 

will become effective after Father Calicott signs a written 

covenant with Holy Angels parishioners that Cardinal Bernardin 

has approved. This will take place within the context of a 

parish liturgy. He has been on administrative leave since April, 

1994, after the Archdiocese received an allegation and Father 

Calicott acknowledged sexual misconduct involving minors nineteen 

years ago. There have been no other allegations of sexual 

misconduct involving minors since then. 

Under the the Archdiocese's written policies and procedures 

addressing clerical sexual misconduct with minors (Article 4, 

Section 11), earlier this year Father Calicott requested a Second 

Stage Review to seek a change in his ministry status. The 

Professional Fitness Review Board which oversees the Archdiocese 

of Chicago's policies and procedures regarding clerical s~xual 

misconduct with minors conducted a Second Stage Review of Father 

Calicott's case and made its recommendation to the Archbishop. 
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In deciding to reinstate Father Calicott, Cardinal Joseph 

Bernardin noted that he was making an exception to his 

previously-stated position on return to parish ministry in cases 

involving sexual misconduct with minors, but decided to do so 

based on the specific circumstances of Father Calicott's case. 

In making its recommendation, the Review Board considered 

the length of time since the misconduct, the fact that no further 

allegations had arisen since that time, and the professional 

opinions of which had recommended 

Father Calicott's return to parish ministry and had concluded 

that he does not pose a significant risk to children as long as 

he continues appropriate steps 

Cardinal Bernardin and the 

Review Board also considered the wishes of Holy Angels 

parishioners who had expressed their encouragement for Father 

Calicott's return to the parish, and the priest's willingness to 

accept an on-site monitor. 

Father Calicott will return to the parish with the knowledge 

and acceptance of Holy Angels parishioners. Furthermore, he will 

return under strict conditions established by the Review Board 

and the Archdiocese, conditions which he has accepted and which 

are being shared publicly with parishioners at Holy Angels. 

The Archdiocese has been engaged in dialogue with the 

leadership and the people of Holy Angels since Father Calicott 

was placed on administrative leave. With Father Calicott's 

cooperation, there has been disclosure of his situation to 

parishioners, including the fact that Father Calicott 
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acknowledged sexual misconduct with minors occurred nineteen 

years ago. 

Holy Angels Parish has strongly expressed a willingness to 

accept Father Calicott back in his role as pastor. The parish 

has also expressed its willingness to share the responsibility 

for important elements of his return to ministry. For example, 

the parish has been informed of the conditions of Father 

calicott's return, and Holy Angels parishioners and school 

parents will receive appropriate in-service training since they 

will, in effect, act as his monitors. 

The Archdiocese has also been in dialogue with the persons 

Father Calicott abused nineteen years ago, and those persons 

strongly supported Father Calicott•s return. 

# # # 
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Tur; L1NkuP. INC. 
liurwivora of cJasy &!tool AbuAe liin\up. Inc. 
1412 We.t. Afay{c &.reel f2. <llicl'So· Ui 60640 
'ltt; 312-»f ·2'296 l'ac.slllile. 312-~34-~2<17 MICDIA ADVISOaY 

PEDOflULE PltlEST UTURNS TO MINISTRY 
VICl'IMS 4.ND SURVIVORS RISPOND 

Fr. Jolm CUmtt will be oftlclllly reimtat.ed to his Mlftistry at Holy Anaela Parish 
on Sunday. Od.olJa- tS~ 1995. 

"THE LINKUP is opposed to this ninatatement and believes chilchm could be If 
a.• aaid Tom Economus. Praideat of1he Clicago based umomgroup. nm 
LINKUP position has been. that. the pedophile clergy are the reopomibiJit)' of die church. 
•ia no way st.oulcl they Ola' be de&ookecl and ntumed to socidlr ~nor . 
ahould they ewer be returned to a ministry that inducles obildren. • The Arclldiooese is 
1aJana a major rilkt 

In tis sit.ufation. it ia our undentanclibg tJmt Ule parishioners made the req\MSl tar 
bi& te1mD and ave asmmec1111e ~or ms aupen'iliom. nm ARhdioce9e, Pariah 
Couneel and have stated that Pr. Calicott Is not at rfsk to cblldrcm. mB 
UNK.UP will oontnse w monitor Holy Angds Parish. 

UNKUP Pre8idont, Tom F..conomus is avaHable for commem. at 312--334-2296 
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I have read the "Statement of the A.rchdiocese of Chicago 

Regarding Return of Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Parish," 

the "Conditions of Father John Calicott' s Return to Holy Angels 

Parish," the "Questions & Answers about Father Calicott's Return to 

Holy Angels Parish," and "Three Tough Questions about Father 

Calicott' s Return," and having reviewed and discussed them in 

detail with my client, Father John Calicott, hereby consent on his 

behalf to the public release of the information contained in these 

materials, including references to otherwise confidential 111111 
11111111 information. This public release includes, but is not 

limited to, the parishioners of Holy Angels Parish, the school 

parents of Holy Angels School, the communications media, and other 

interested parties. 

Patrick G. Reardon 

Attorney at Law 
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ARCHDIOCESE' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

MEMO 
TO: File PFR-13 

FROM: Bernadette 

RE: Phone Call 

DATE: October 12, 

COPY TO: Rev. Thomas 

Connolly 

from Rev. John Calicott. 

1995 

J. Paprocki 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-52'9 

=================================================================== 
1) At approximately 4:10 p.m. on Thursday, October 12, 1995, 

I received a call on my beeper. I returned the call and was 
informed that the number I had reached was Holy Angels Parish. I 
therefore asked for John Calicott. 

2) John stated the following: "I'm here at Holy Angels. The 
word is out. Everyone knows about the news. I spoke with George 
Murry, Bishop Murry. There are reporters outside who want to 
interview him. Newspaper reporters have been calling for me. I 
called Bishop Murry and informed him that I was at Holy Angels. He 
told me to stay put and that it should not look like we're hiding 
something or trying to duck the reporters." 

3) I asked J.C. did Bishop Murry give you permission to·be at 
Holy Angels? John Calicott stated "Yes." I informed John Calicott 
that according to Cardinal Bernardin, he· was not to be in the 
parish until 10/15/95. John Calicott responded "Well Bishop Murry 
did not want to come across as if we were hidi~ing. 11 John 
Calicott then requested to stay overnight in .......... 

4) I informed John Calicott that I needed to contact Bishop 
Murry in regards to this matter and that I would call John Calicott 
after I had spoken with Bishop Murry. 

5) Bishop Murry's secretary contacted him and informed Bishop 
Murry that I needed to speak with him as soon as possible. 

6) At 4:13 p.m. Bishop Murry called me and I asked him if he 
gave John Calicott permission to be at Holy Angels. Bishop Murry 
stated "John Calicott called me at my off ice and told me that he 
was at Holy Angels. The phones have been ringing all day and !2-
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just thought we shouldn't try to hide anything. I thought that 
John Calicott should not try to hide from reporters. Since the 
reporters were there, I told him to just stay in the rectory. I 
didn't directly give him permission. I'm on my way to Holy Angels 
to be interviewed in 17 minutes. 

7) My response to Bishop Murry: I informed Bishop Murry that 
the Cardinal said that John Calicott could not be in his parish 
until 10/15/95. John Calicott was informed about this in the 
earlier part of the week. I also informed Bishop Murry that John 
Calicott is currently violating his protocol and that I was going 
to inform the Cardinal. I also told Bishop Murry that I would be 
calling John Calicott and inform him of: 

1) Bishop Murry did not give him permission to be at 
Holy Angels. 

2) That John Calicott was in violation of his protocol 
by being at Holy Angels and that I would be informing 
Cardinal Bernardin. 

3) After the reporters leave Holy Angels, that John 
Calicott was to leave immediately and return to 
Mundelein. 

4) That John Calicott is not to be at his parish until 
10/15/95 as instructed by Cardinal Bernardin. 

5) That John Calicott would not be permitted to stay 
overnight in 1111111111 

8) I called John Calicott at 4:28 p.m. and pointed out #7. 
John Calicott said he would return to Mundelein after the reporters 
leave and that he was "sorry." 

9) I contacted Fr. Paprocki's office and asked Connie to call 
him in South Carolina and inform him of this incident. 

Phone Call from 10-16-95 

"I am furious! I think they should take John Calicott out just 
because of all of the misrepresentations, all of the untruths in 
statements all weekend. You can quote me." 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Communications Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8227 

STATE~ENT OF THE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

RE: return of Father John Calicott to Holy Angels Parish 
October 12, 1995 

Under strict conditions which he has accepted and which have 

been shared publicly with his parishioners, Father John Calicott 

will be reinstated as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. His return 

will become effective after Father Calicott signs a written 

covenant with Holy Angels parishioners that Cardinal Bernardin 

has approved. This will take place within the context of a 

parish liturgy. He has been on administrative leave since April, 

1994, after the Archdiocese received an allegation and Father 

Calicott acknowledged sexual misconduct: involving minors. nineteen 

years ago. There have been no other .. allegations. of sexual · 

misconduct involving minors since then. 

Under the the Archdiocese's written policies and procedures 

addressing clerical sexual misconduct with minors (Article 4, 

Section 11), earlier this year Father Calicott requested a Second 

Stage Review to seek a change in his ministry status. The 

Professional Fitness Review Board which oversees the Archdiocese 

of Chicago's policies and procedures regarding clerical sexual 

misconduct with minors conducted a Second Stage Review of Father 

Calicott's case and made its-recommendation to the Archbishop. 

-- more --
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FATHER CALICOTT RETURNS TO HOLY 

In deciding to reinstate Father Calicott, cardinal Joseph 

Bernardin noted that he was making an exception to his ~ ~. \.~ 
previously-stated position on return to parish ministry in cases ~ 
involving sexual misconduct with minor~ecided to do soJ J.~ 
based on the specific circumstances of Father Calicott•s case; ' 

In making its recommendation, the Review Board considered 

the length of time since the misconduct, the fact that no further 

allegations had arisen since that time, and the professional 

opinions of which had recommended 

Father Calicott's return to parish ministry and had concluded 

t-. • • • I I . . 
that he does not pose a significant risk to children as long as 

he continues appropriate steps 

cardinal Bernardin and the 

Review Board also considered the wishes of Holy Angels 

parishioners who had expressed their encouragement for Father 

Calicott's return to the parish, and the priest's willingness. to 

accept an on-site monitor. 

Father Calicott will return to the parish with the knowledge 

and acceptance of Holy Angels parishioners. Furthermore, he will 

return under strict conditions established by the Review Board 

and the Archdiocese, conditions which he has accepted and which 

are being shared publicly with parishioners at Holy Angels. 

The Archdiocese has been engaged in dialogue with the 

leadership and the people of Holy Angels since Father Calicott 

-- more --
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FATHER CALICOTT RETURNS TO HOLY ANGELS - 3 

was placed on administrative leave. With Father Calicott•s 

cooperation, there has been disclosure of his situation to 

parishioners, inclu~ing the fact that Father Calicott 

acknowledged sexual misconduct with minors occurred nineteen 

years ago. 

Holy Angels Parish has strongly expressed a willingness to 

accept Father Calicott back in his role as pastor. The parish 

has also expressed its willingness to share the responsibility 

for important elements of his return to ministry. For example, 

the parish has been informed of the conditions of Father 

Calicott's return, and Holy Angels parishioners and school 

parents will receive appropriate in-service training since they 

will, in effect, act as his monitors. 

The Archdiocese has also been in dialogue with the persons 

Father Calicott abused nineteen years ago, and those persons 

strongly supported Father Calicott•s return. 

# # # 
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Rev. Edward N. Coffey 
5300 West 24th Street 
Cicero, lliinois 60650 
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Prl·est agreement with parishioners, 
which the archdiocese called a 
covenant, Calicott pledges "always 
to have another responsible adult Continued from Page I 

ing that ,Joseph· Cardinal Bernar­
din was going back on his promise 
that he would not put sex abusers 
hack into parishes. 

In a statement, Bernardin said 
he was reinstating Calicott be­
cause there have been no allega­
tions of abuses since the incidents 
19 years ago. Calicott insists there 
has been no misconduct in that 
period. . 

Bernardin also 'cited 
that said 

Caliciitt. "does not pose a signifi· 
cant risk to children." Bernardin 
noted there was widespread sup­
port for Calicott by parishioners 
of the predominantly black parish. 

The victims have been contact­
ed and they support the reinstate­
ment, said archdiocesan spokes· 
man Hobert Quakenbush. 

The sexual misconduct took 
place at St. Ailbe Catholic 
Church, 9015 S. Harper, where 
Calicott. was an associate from 
1974 lo 1980. It was Calicott's first 
assignment after his ordination as 
a priest. . , 

He then !ierved at Holy Name 
of Mary Church, 11159 S. Loomis, 
until assuming the role of pastor 
of Holy Angels in October, 1991, 
replacing the Rev. George Cle· 
ments. 

Under the terms of his return, 
Calkott will make a public admis­
sion of his past wrongs to parish­
ioners and ask ·them "to forgive 
me and accept me once again as 
your priest, preacher of the word 
and pastor of souls." · 

Calicott has agreed to ••• 
and will 

have a priest with him at Holy 
Angels serve as a "resident moni-

present whenever I am in the 
presence of a minor." 

The church has a school with 
about 1,400 students, the largest 
black Catholic school in the na­
tion. The church lists 500 regis­
tered families. 

' Calicott said that on Sunday he 
"will share with the church's 
members this painful process. I 
think people know and love me, 
my ministry and my work. 

"I am going to share with them 
my own personal journey." He 
said he figures Sunday will be "a 
madhouse." 

According to the archdiocesan 
statement, Bernardin's reinstate­
ment of Calicott was based on a 
recommendation by the archdio­
cese's professional fitness review 
board, which oversees sexual mis­
conduct policies. Calicott had i 
asked to be reinstated. 

Tom Economus, national direc­
tor of Linkup, a survivors group of 
people abused by priests, said the 
reinstatement sends a bad mes­
sage to. other priests: As long as 
one is popular with adult mem­
bers, they do not have to fear 
retribution for their misconduct 
with children. 

Barbara Blaine, founder of the 
Survivors Network of those 
Abused by Priests, said the, arch­
diocese "set a policy and now 
they're disregarding their policy" 
by reinstating an admitted pedo­
phile priest. 

"The treatment of a criminal 
should not be based on his popu­
larit.y," Blaine said. "He ought to 
be in jail.'' . 

At Holy Angels, mrnit of those 
interviewed said they approved of 
Calicott's return. 

"My· observations of the father 
is that he is an excellent example 
of Christian living," said Sister 
Helen, principal of Holy Angels 
School. "I think· it's tremendous 
he is returning." 

"Father John is well liked and 
respected," said Jim Brown, 47, 
the father of daughters ,Joy Lynn, 
6, and Shirval, 5. "I feel Whate\'er 
he did is in the past. He paid his 
dues." 

But, said Orlando Ruiz, who 
was picking up his daughter Aja, 
4, from the Holy Angels preschool: 
"I don't think he .should be al­
lowed to come back. With those 
kind of accusations, he should not 
be allowed to be around kids." 

Contributinl;: Deborah Alex­
ander 
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Church reinstates priest 
accused of sex molestation 
By Paui Galloway 
TRIBUNE RELIGION WRITER 

Even as the Catholic Church is 
wrestling publicly and privately 
with the problem of sexual 
molestation in the priesthood, the 
Archdiocese of Chicago Timrsday 
took the extraordinary step of for­
mally reinstating a pastor who 
was removed last year for sexual 
misconduct. 

The reinstatement of Rev. John 
Calicott, a Rom~n catholic priest 

who acknowledged engaging in 
sexual acts with two male minors 
while a priest in 1976, came with a 
rigid set of conditions and guide­
lines, as the archdiocese pains­
takingly explained its decision. 

But it also represents a stark de­
parture from a strict policy insti­
tuted by the archdiocese that ruled 
out the reinstatement of priests 
guilty of sexual misconduct 

Although the reinstatement of 
Calicott to his post at Holy Angels 
Catholic Church on the South Side · 

was enthusiastically supported by 
some of his former parishioners, 

' it was viewed with a more jaundt~ 
ced eye by others. 

The head of an organization of 
victims who have been abused by 
priests was especially critical 
since her organization had pushed 
the archdiocese in recent years to . 
adopt a specific policy abou.t 
priestly behavior. 

"I think it's troublesome," said 
Barbara Blaine, president of the 

. SEE PRIEST, PAGE 20 
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20 Section 1 Chicago Tribune, Friday, October 13, 1995 N s 

P. n• est , , April 1994. At the time, he was the leaders, parishioners and even the 
20th priest to have been removed two adult males who were abused 

., . for sexual misconduct since July 19 years ago. 
CpNTINUED FRoM PAGE 1 1991. The total now is 22, an arch, A condition of Calicott's retilrn 
S:.urvivors Network of those diocesan spokesman said. is that he have an "on·site [adult] 
Abused by. Priests. "It's a highly "I don't think he's as happy as monitor" whenever he is with 
unusual move. The archdiocese is we are," said Rex Alexander, a children. 
b~sically saying their policy is no member of the parish council and In a noon service Sunday at the· 
pplicy at all." childhood friend of Calicott. church, 607 E. Oakwood Blvd., 

. •"I think this goes against what In a statement, Cardinal Joseph Calicott wlll be reinstated when 
any reputable therapist would say. Bernardin noted that his decision he signs a "covenant" wit:'1 the 
Therapists say people who molest to reinstate Calicott reversed his church asking for forgiveness and 
c~ildren are always at risk to policy that priests who sexually promising to abide by its re­

.a·buse again. They are never abused minors would never be re· strictions. 
healed. Most reabuse. Tlle archdi- turned to a parish ministry. These include his pledge of hav-
o~ese has learned this the hard Bernardin, who is in Rome, said ins adult monitors and 
w~y." · . · he made an exception because of I 
:sut the priest at the center of iilliiiliiliiiliiillili··· that Several parishioners inter-

t&e decision expressed nothing said Calicott poses no "significant viewed Thursday were unanimous 
b~t joy. risk. to children" if he continues in their delight about Galicott's re-
~;'I'm elated," said Calicott, 48, therapy. He also cited the long turn. 

who became Holy Angels pastor passage of time since the miscon- "I'm so glad it's over, thank 
iii 1992 and has been on adminis- duct. with no subsequent in- God, and he can come back." said 
ttativ.e leave since his removal in cidents, and the support of church. Earline Dailey, a church member 

----------- ___ .for more than 40 years. "Our pray­
ers are answered. He's such a 
strong person and caring person 
He was so good with the young." 

"Father John is one of the best 
things that's happened to our par­
ish," said parish coWlcil member 
Alexander, who was an altar boy 
with Calicott at Holy Angels when 
they both lived in the Ida B. Wells 
housing complex and attended the 
parish school together. "He's one 
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Calicott said he understands" 
the anger and pain' of victims.; 
"But all these situations are not I 

the same," he said. "That's· the · 
bottom line. I've gone throug~ :. 

think the difficulty that faces lhe · 
church and everyone involved"is · 
that a better understanding whl; 
assuage the pain." ', . :•· ,. 

"My concern is always with the1' 

kids," Alexander said. "But we:; 
did intensive research on priests:• 
accused of sexual m iscoml11et. · 
and ·we've watched Father John· 
accept what he was given, and 
we are sure there is no risk. 1·: 
once told Cardinal Bernardin:• 
that I would leave my two:'. 

·daughters with Father John .. I:• 
trust him totally." ·' 

Trib.une photo by Charles Osgood. 

.Debra Morris is among parishioners expecting the return of Rev. John 
Calicott, who admitted moJ~ting boys. · 

Auxiliary Bishop George: 
Murry, who heads the ar-·· 
chdiocese's Vicariate VI, a region< 
where Holy Angels is located,> 
will officiate at Sunday's reins- ' 

. of the most spiritual human 
beings I've ever met." 

Calicott arrived as pastor to suc­
ceed the dynamic, well-known 
Rev. George Clements, who had 
infused the impoverished 
Kenwood-Oakland neighborhood 
with pride, making the parish pay 
its own way and establishing an 

outstanding school, which now tatement service. ';:. ;; 
has 1,300 students. . "What we were trying to do Is:• 

When the church was destroyed · put his return into a religious:: 
by fire 1986, Clements led a na- context," Murry said. "It will be•l 
tionwide rebuilding campaign. in context of liturgy, based on 'an:; 

"We'd lost a legend in Father Old Testament coven:mt between'.· 
Clements, and we were close to God and his people." :: 
not being a parish anymore," Al· Murry said parishioners have 
exander said. "But Father John been adamant in seeking 
brought a. new spirituality, not Calicott's reinstatement. · 
only to the parish but to the com- "He's very highly thought of, in 
munity. When we lost him be- the church and the African- · 
cause of the allegations, it was as American community/' he said:.: 
devastating as the fire." "A large number of members . 

The charges were made by the have written and come up to me· . 
two adult males to the archdio- to assure me they understood the" 
cese on March 31, 1994. After an circumstances and wanted him': 
·investigation, the fitness review · back, and I have visited ·the par-· 
board recommended the removal 
of Calicott, who acknowledged ish a number of times." ,, 
the misconduct. Murry said while he knows of 

Blaine, who has led a highly no similar reinstatement in tliis :: 
publicized fight against what her archdiocese, such reinstatements " 
SNAP organization described as have occurred elsewh.ere. 1-'I; 
a church cover-up for sexually think ·that what's very differe.ht • 
predatory priests, while critical about this situation is it's all·· 
of the decision, found some being done completely abov'e- ·: 
solace in the terms outlined in board. ~· · 
the announcement. · During Calicott's absen~'e, :. 

"If there's a redeeming factor, Murry appointed a series ~or­
it's that they're going public with priests to serve there temporari- ~ 
this. But I can't imagine that ly. "To be fair to him, Calicott .. 
Cardinal Bernardin would risk had not resigned as pastor. tie : 
putting any child at risk, espe- was removed and wanted to ;go• 
cially since we know how devas- through this process. :. 
tating it is." . . "If the process hadn't worked : 

Even though the parishioners itself out and if the board Md . 
may want him back, Blaine said, . asked he not be returned we .. 
"I think the k~ds: come first. ~ow would have asked for his ~esig- : 
you treat a cnmm~l shouldn t b,e nation and a permanent pasfor · 
based on popularity. He wasn t would.have been appointed." ~" '· 
indicted, but he admitted to .. . •: ·. 
criminal behavior. His coming We. feel ~o good .~hat. Fathe.r ;, 
back to the ministry is not a John is .commg ba~k. said Jes~.i- .. 
right." ca Hamilton, a ~ember for m~~e !: 

Calicott agreed with Blaine on . than 30 years. He has b~en,:.,a 
one point. role ~~odel to a lot of the ch1l- :~ " 

"The main issue to me is the dren. =~ 
risk to children," he said, "and Tribune reporter Nancy Ryan;·~ 
rm not a risk to 1'if.Js." r:omri/Juted 10 tills article. ,·~ 

. . ~"' 

-~--·------. . -~ ... . _..:.. .... .._, _____ .. .... ... 
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Priest removed for sexual-abuse to b·e -r~instated 
By Jay Copp 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

------~ 

· A prie.st removed from his parish by the 
Chicago Archdic1cese for sexual miscon­
tl.ucl "'ith minors is bein!! reinstated; arch­
diocesan officials say he is no longer a risk 
to c:hild~n anJ will be c:losdy supervised. 

Fa1hcr John C:ilicott, 48, will rcrum as 
pastor of Hol)' Angels. Parish on the South 
Si.Jeon Oi:L 15. He \\'3S placed on adminis­
trali\IC leave in April 1994 after an allcga· 
tion of misconducl 1hnt occurred in 1976. 

Calkoll will be welcomed hack to Holy 
Angels in a highly unusual spc~ial liturgy. 
He will ask p~ri~hioners for forgiveness 
and sign a covcnanl in whi<:h he pledges Ill· 
wnys to tiave "1mother_ responsible adull 
rresent" when with a minor. Parisbicmcrs 
were highly :suppetr1ivc of Calicou':s return 
when archdiocesan officials broac:hed lhe 
idea to them, said Fa1hcr Thoma~ Paprod;i, 
cha11cellor of the ;uchdioc:csc. 

--said Calicotl <!oes not pose -help. 
~lo diildren, said Paproc.ki. all for it freinsfollement]." 

fthc victim]_~ , Holy Angeli;, 607 E. Oakwood B[vd,, in 

Calicott hiis agreed to . The victim, whose identi.ty is known to 
••• He also has agreed to accept a liOmc ;it Ht•ly Angels, named a second per-. 
monilor at Holy Angels. Fatlter James Mol- son abt1sed by CalicoLL ·Thi'. second person 
lohan, a retired priest, will relocate rrom corroborated the abuse to archdiocesan.of­
Church of ttic Hol)' Spirit in Schl'tumburg 10 fici11ls bul c:hosc nol to comc·ro,...,,.:,ml. · 

Holy Angels. Mollohan is "an extra safo- i~~0,:Jr;;i;;;;;,;1ii¢i.:tiii~\:f,..%~<k::W.§.;i:jij 
guard to reassure p-coplc," said Paprocki.· - . ·. ·· · ·: J"Chdj ·. rl'~'ifni\'~ta+z:.~ ·t.,;,, 

1991. He was ordained in 1914 .. · 
Holy Angels, a key ·_puish for black 

Catholics for ma,ny )'ears, ha<: been run hy a 
pricst-adrninisrrator since Ca!icoct's departure_ 

In early July, Pttprodi and AuKiliar;· 

1 Bishop George Murry met with tt1e pastoral 

The rcinstatcmen1 was approved by Car- · ·.. ijt,1Jt,,/..l-9:Q~!:.4!.~ffl,. ~V!l'."'t'I " .. ~ 

. :~~~n8~;~~';;r;Fe~s:::! 0~t~;~~:C~i:: ·.·. · -~~~·EJ~~,l~~·f Pftt~~ft? i·~S:~:;~ · 

· council al Holy Angels to uptfalc them on 
Calicott. Bishop Murr}' la1er spent a da}' 
with parishioners 10 determine lheir reac­
tion to Calicolt's r-ctum. 

"They were <,verwheln1ingly ii. favor of 
il," said raprocki. Doiml. Calicou had as.kcd the board ror re- · . ·· · 

inscatement. The board was set up by the ·· .· · The Holy A·ngcls pasrnra! council w~s 
cardinal in 1992 10 m·crscc 1hc arr.hdiocc-; : t<il!i of lhe rcinstutcmerit on Oct I I, allow· 
se's policies on clerical sexual mis:conduct. . ing a fow days for word lo spread before 

Thi:: cardinal's policy on priests .,,·ho cti- · the speeial liturgy on Ocl JS: . 
gaged in sei.u11! misconduct with" minors is 1l1c "!iturgy will include a re.Pding from 
not IO return tl1e111 to ministry wilh accc.5s Genesis on God's covenant will' Abraham. 
10 children. Bllt Paprocki said the special Calicott will lhc:n pledge, "J promise to Jive· 
circums1ance.s of Calicou's case. including by this cov~nant that we enter 1od:iy. l a.~k 
lhc length of time since the mis~onduct, you 10 forgi\•c me and nccepl me once 
warranl an exception. again as your priest, preacher ul tile Word 

The person abused by Calko11 is in favor and pastor of souls." 
ur his return as p;1slor, said P11~1roi.:ki. The Culicoll, one of onl)· 15 hlad prie.-;•s in 
victim's "conl~ern was that h.e ICalico11] gel the an:hdioc.i:se, was ap11oi111i:.d pas1or or 

Paprocki slli<l the fate of either pric~t!> .-c· 
moved from parishes afler se~ual misconduct 
allegations will be considered on a case-by­
casc bits.is. "I don't want 10 say i1 [reini>t~le­
mcntl could ne\'U happen oigain," he said. 
·The archdiocese has rcmo.,·cd 22 priests 

accused of si:xu:il misconduct wilh minon; 
since Jul)' !~91. 

Paprocki said lie knows of no ci\.'il suils 
against Calicott: lhc statute or limi1111ions 
has e11.pircd for criminah:ha1gcs. 

As of prc.-ss 1i111c The New \\'orlu was un­
able 10 intervic~· Holy Angels parishioner!'. 
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Statement by archdiocese on Fr. Calicott 
Following is a suuemenrfrom lhi! Arch· with minors conducted a Second Stage 
diocese of Chicago concerning the re· Review of Father Calicott's case and 
:urn of Fathu Jolin Calico11 ro Hal}' made its r~cornmendution 10 1he art,;h-
Angtls Parish: · bishop. . . ·· 

ln dc:ciding to reinsrntc Father Cali-
Un'1cr strict condicion~ which he has 1:01t, Ca.rdinal Josc:ph Bi:rnardin no1cd 

accepted an<l which have been shared . that he was making an exception to his 
publicly 1.vich his parishioners, Father previously-st1tteu pusitiori on return to 
John Calicott will be rc:in£tatcd a5 pas- parish miniMry in cases involving sc:tu· 
tor of Holy Angels Parish. His return· al misconduct with minOt$, but decided 
will bec;o01c effec1ive after Father Call· to do so :.based on the specific circum· 
cou signs a wrirten covenant with Holy stances of Fa1hcr Calicot1's ca:>c. · 
Angels parishioners 1hat C;,ardinal In making its recommcnda1ion, ·chc 
B¢rnardin has approved. This will lake . Review Board con$idered the lengih of 
place within the context of a parish 1imc since the mi5condt.1ct, the fact that 
l11urg~. He has been on adminisir:nive no further allcgalions had arisen since 
luve since April 1994, af1er the arch- · that time, and the professional opinions 
diocese rcceive<1 an allegation and Fa- o( •••••••••••••••• 
ther Ca.iicou 11cknowledged i:exual mis- which had recommended that he does 
conduc1 involving rninors 19 years ago. not pose a significa·nt risk to children as 
There have been no 01her allcg-a1ions of long as he i;ontin1,1cs appropria1e steps 
sexual misconduct involving minors 
since then. 

U'nder 1he archdiocese's wriuen p,oii­
cies .. and procedures :liidressing clerical 
~exual misconduct with minors (Artic:le 
4. Section 11 ), earlier thiiw year Father 
Calicott requested" a Second Stage Re­
•·iew to ~eek. a chlllngc in his rninis1ry 
staius. Ttu: Professional Fitness Review 
Bo•rd which oversees lhe Archdiocese 

.of Chicago's policies a11d proccd11res 
re11arding ch:rical se,..ual misconduct 

Cardinal 
Bernardln and the Review Soard also 
considered· the wishes. of· Holy Angels 
pari$hfoners who"had <;:,;pressed t.heir 
enco1.iragcmc:nt for Fa1her Callcott's re• 
turn to the parish, and the priest's wlll·. 
ingness to accept an on-site monitor. 

Fa1hcr Calicott will return to .the 
parish with !he knowledge: ~nd accep­
tance of Holy Angels parishioners. Fur-
1hermore, he will return under strict 

. conditlon~ estaMished by the Review 
Soard and 1he archdiocese, conditions 
which he has accept~d and which are 
being shared publicly wilh parishioners 
at Holy Angel11. 

The archdiocese has been cngagod in 
dialogue with the: leadership lnd the 
people ~f Holy Angels since Father 
Calicolt wa5 placed on adminhtrativc 
leave. With Father Calir.:ott's coopera­
tion, there has been disclo'sure of his 
situath)n lO pari~hitint1rs. including the 
fact tha1 Father Calicott a.ckno.wled.ged 
sexual misconduct with mi.nors oc­
i;urrcd 19 years ago. · . . 
·Holy Angr:ls Parish has strongly ex­

pressed a .willingne~s to accept Father 
Calicott back in his role as pastor. The· 
parish has also ex.pressed it$ willing-.· 
ness to share !he rtsponsibility for im· 
portan1 tlements of his return to min­
islff For eumple. the parish has been 
informed on the i:'onditions of Father 
Calicott's return.' and Holy Angels 
pari:;hioners an<l school parents will re­
ceive appropriate in-secvice training 
sine¢ they will, in effect, acl as his 
monitors. 

'fhe archdiocese has also been in dia­
logue with the persons Father.Calicott 
abused 19 years ago. and those persons 
strongly supp.orted Fatncr Calicolt's re~ . 
turn . 

............... ,,, ................... ·-·· .-.--.-···-·· .. -·\----... - ..................... '"""''·'J'"" .. 
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CNS - Catholic News Service 

ambassador to the United Nations, also included editors 
Anne Buckley of Catholic New York, Bob Dylak of The 
Catholic Advocate in Newark, N.J., and Dan Medinger of 
The Catholic Review in Baltimore. Pope John Paul's Oct. 
4-8 visit to the United States included stops in the 
archdioceses of Newark, New York and Baltimore and the 
Diocese of Brooklyn. "When people ask how I managed to 
get this close to the pope, [ simply tell them the truth. I 
asked," wrote Wilkinson in a column for the Oct. 14 issue 
of The Tablet. r ,, R 
... r 1 D 
VIDEO-CHICAGO Oct. 13, 1995 (I 00 words) 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO UNVEILS VIDEO 
NEWSLETTER 
By Catholic News Service 

CHICAGO (CNS) -- The Archdiocese of Chicago has 
issued its first-ever video newsletter. 

Titled "A Community of Faith," the video newsletter 
may be issued quanerly if reaction is favorable from parish 
councils, parish staff, and other prospective audiences. 

The first newsletter, 14 minutes long, looks at the 
installation of the archdiocese's first pastoral coordinator, 
a program to increase offertory giving, e~_hancing homilies 
and liturgies, improving racial and ethnic· harmony among 
Catholics, and discusses the archdiocese's "Decisions" 
strategic planning effort. 

The video was developed by the Chicago Archdiocese's 
communications office for use by archdiocesan parishes and 
agencies. 

••• 
REINSTATE Oct. 13, 1995 (500 words) 
CHICAGO PRIEST REMOVED FOR SEXUAL 
MISCONDUCT TO BE REINSTATED 
By Jay Copp 
Catholic News Service 

CHICAGO (CNS) -- A priest removed from his parish 
by the Chicago Archdiocese for sexual misconduct with 
minors has been reinstated; archdiocesan officials say he is 
no longer a risk to children and will be closely supervised. 

Father John Calicott, 48, was to return as pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish in Chicago on Oct. 15. He was placed 
on administrative leave in April 1994 after an allegation of 
misconduct that occurred in 1976. 

Father Calicott was to be welcomed back to Holy 
Angels in a highly unusual special liturgy. He will ask 
parishioners for forgiveness and sign a covenant in which 
he pledges always to have "another responsible adult 
present" when with a minor. 

Parishioners were highly supportive off ather Calicott's 
return when archdiocesan officials broached the idea to 

12 

Friday, October 13, 1995 

them, said Father Thomas Paprocki, chancellor of the 
Chica o Archdiocese. 

said Father 
Calicott does not pose a significant risk to children, Father 
Paprocki said. 

Father Calicott has agreed to 
-and to accept a monitor at Holy Angels. Father 
James Mollohan, a retired priest, will relocate from Church 
of the Holy Spirit in Schaumburg to Holy Angels and will 
serve as "an extra safeguard to reassure people," said 
Father Paprocki. 

The reinstatement was approved by Cardinal Joseph L. 
Bernardin of Chicago, who acted on a recommendation of 
the Professional Fitness Review Board. Father Calicott had 
asked the board -- set up in 1992 to oversee the 
archdiocese's policies on clerical sexual misconduct - for 
reinstatement. 

The cardinal's policy on priests who engaged in sexual 
misconduct with minors is not to return them to ministry 
with access to children. But Father Paprocki said the 
special circumstances of Father Calicott's case, including 
the length of time since the misconduct, warrant an 
exception. 

The person abused by Father Calicott is in favor of his 
return as pastor, said Father Paprocki. The victim's 
"concern was that he (Father Calicott) get help. -
- (the victim) is all for" reinstatement, he 
added. 

The victim named a second person abused by Father 
Calicott. The second person corroborated the abuse to 
archdiocesan officials, but chose not to come forward. 

Father Calicott, one of only 15 black priests in the 
Chicago Archdiocese, was ordained in 1974 and appointed 
pastor of Holy Angels in 1991. The parish had been run by 
a priest-administrator since Father Calicott's departure. 

Father Paprocki said the fate of other priests removed 
from parishes after sexual misconduct allegations will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. "I don't want to say it 
(reinstatement) could never happen again," he said. 

The Chicago Archdiocese has removed 22 priests 
accused of sexual misconduct with minors since July 1991. 

Father Paprocki said he knew of no civil suits against 
Father Calicott; the statute of limitations has expired for 
criminal charges. 

••• 
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H.E. Josephcardinal Bernar<'lin, 
Archdiocese of Chicago, 
Post Office Box 1979, 
Chicago, 
Il1inoie 60690. 

~our Eminence, 

Father Jolm calicott. 

14 OCtober 1995. 

To-day l received a copy of your letter of 6 October 1995 regarding 
Father John Calicott. 

l Yrite to express my admiration for this pastoral solution which, no 
doubt, baa been the fruit of much deliberation an<'l prayer by so many 
different parties. 

Although I live a long way fran Chicago it is a source of great personal 
encouragement to me to know that oourageous decisions, involving both 
risk and hope, can be made with such goodwill by all involved. 

I writ.e to assure you that in these coming ~cks Father John Calicott 
and the people of Holy Angels Parish will be in my prayers. Thank you 
for the part you have played in making this decision possible. 

Parish Priest. 

Clifto11 Catholic n;,,,·e.tan Trustees Regi.ttered 
Charity Rtgi.rtralion Nc1. 233977. 
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. 1? SAINT EDWARD ·tHURCH 
4350' West Sunnyside Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60630-4147 
(312) 545 - 6496 

.Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
1555 North State Parkway 
Chicago, IL 60610 · 

Dear brother Joseph, 

October 14, 1995 

I cannot find the words to express the feeling I had when I read the letter yoti sent 
about John Calicott. It had such an uplifting effect on me, and I a~ sure, on others. 
Thank you and those who advised you for being so understanding and. compassionate, 
loving and just. We neede,d that! 

It is good to see you well again. This, too, is a bles~ing for the Church, especially the 
priests of Chicago. You remain in my prayers . .. 

Sincerely, ~. 

lla<M ·--- r 1 
John M Murphy · 

.... 
. ' .lt, 

·. '; 
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11But the word of Cod is not chained." 2 Timothy 2/9. 

our topic: "As 1 was saying ... " 

it Is not unheard of that for any number of reasons, a speaker may be 

Interrupted, may have to take a hiatus, may be delayed or distracted In his 

or her discourse. ouite often, upon returning to the text after the pause, 

the speaker may be inclined to use the Phrase. "As 1 was saying" to refocus 

attention upon that thought, that posture which the speaker had before 

the interruption, the direction In which the speaker was going before the 

hiatus. And lest there be those who believe that my ministry will now go in 

a different direction, that I have somehow been broken or made less 

committed to talking the talk and walking the walk, I wish to come with the 

topic, the reminder, "as 1 was saying ... " 

However, It has been a long and painful hiatus for my members, for all who 

love and care for me, and for me myself. And before 1 take up those issues 

which were Interrupted, I wish to speak to the hiatus and to place some 

personal perspective on the last eighteen months. 

one of the questions which has plagued many of my members is why did 

It take so long? The best way that I can put this 1 think is in the context of 

a hunting trip which 1 once took ... 

A year ago this past Mother's Day, I stood, not before all of you, but before 
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my membership and spoke to those 11prlvate Issues" which a young man at 

that time recently had taken to my religious superiors. 1 deliberately use the 

terms "private Issues" because that is the terminology which he himself 

chose publlcally to use. I have known him to be an Individual who takes 

great care and Is most meticulous In his choice of words, most especlally 

when he chooses to give Ink to them. It has pained me that many, very 

many have not seen flt to respect his terminology, his other desires In this 

matter. his faith direction In this matter. 

I stood here and apologized to the young man, who was here present, for 

my bungllng, stupid failure to preclude from his young heart that very pain 

and hurt which would move him, for whatever, reason, to bring these issues 

to the attentions of my cardlnal Archbishop. Having done so, I further 

Informed you, the Issue having been raised as to my possibly being a risk to 

children, that I had agreed to 

1 did not, as I noted, feel or sense anything In me which would say in any 

way or fashion that I was a risk to children. But, as 1 further 

noted at that time, a man, or a woman, may not truly know his or her own 

heart, and it was with that mind set that 1 left here to begin one of the 

most painful and frustrating journeys of my life. I wish you to know that 1 

chose I chose it because I had been told that it was • 

Having so chosen, I went "tabla 
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rasa", a blank tablet as we say, save for one condition. It is a condition I have 

shared with precious few but now feel compelled to share with vou mv 

membersnlp, mv friends. 1 felt that no matter what-found that the 

members of Holv Angels and Holy Name of Marv and many others In our 

African American Catholic community would lovingly and joyously take me 

back, put their arms around me. support and sustain me. so long as I nad 

dealt forthrightly with whatever those issues might be. However, 1 must 

honestly confess tnat that was not good enough for me. You who love me 

w111 not lll<e to hear this, but 1 called each of my brothers upon mv 

departure for and told them to start looking for a job for 

me, because if, Indeed, found anything in me whlcn 

Indicated that I was a rlsl< to children, not only was I not coming back to 

Ho1v Angels or Holy Name of Mary, or the African American Catholic 

community of cn1cago, I was not coming back to priesthood, period. To mv 

mind there are a number of Ironies, church, to tnls situation. one Is that had 

-ound something 1 would probablV be well on with mv life by now 

in some capacity rather tnan having to endure the hellish limbo of the past 

few months. 
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But as bedraggled and worn as 

some of you say I appeared when I stepped off the alrplane upon my return 

to Chicago, I cannot sav that 1 did not return to Chicago without some 
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greater sense of well being. sort of like when you feel vour health Is okay, 

but you feel better about It after taking the physical examination and the 

doctor tells you the old body Is good for a few more miles. And this sense 

of well being turned to prayerful tnanks when I received the departure 

ell, churcn, I thought It was Christmas and 1 felt like 

a kid who had just gotten a brand new pair of S100.oo Nike gym shoes. And 

I was rarln' to begin running for Jesus again. 1 stuck out my chest, 

straightened my bac1<, and presented the departure letter. They said, "Well, 

we have some Questions we would like to send to - They fired up the 
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questions. 

There ts, church, I nave discovered, a considerable amount of intellectual 

dishonesty around tnis issue of risk. You and 1 know that there Is not one 

psychiatric institute in this country which is going to go on record as saying 

that any Individual In this cnurch or anvwnere else Is no risk anymore than 

tney would say tnat anyone here is at no risk for taking a gun and going out 

one day and shooting someone. rney are not going to go out on tne limb 

like that and I do not blame them. 

Parenthetically, then one can understand my disappointment with the initial 

press reports. I do not ever, In my entire lifetime, ever remember admitting 

or saving that 1 am a pedophile or someklnd of predatory child molester. 1 
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saying this or the Archdiocese of 

Chicago saving this or the youn~~~~ho brought his personal concerns 

to the church saying thi~"l;,1,d~r~ometlmes If the men and women of the 

press fully comprehend and respect the awesome power of their medium. 

This Is not to say that such coverage has been totally their fault. I must 

acknowledge and thank a voice over the phone at channel 9. The young lady 

asl<ed me my feelings about the television news coverage and 1 noted that, 

personally, 1 thought It had been verv biased. She replied that "we really trv 

not to be biased, but no one could get Into touch with you and we have 

deadllnes." She was probably correct. we had not expected this deluge of 

coverage and, though 1 returned calls to the press as fast as time would 

allow, the archdiocese did not want me here at the parish until today and 

this, of course, hampered my ability to be avallable to the press. Even so, 

ladles and gentlemen of the press, where there is great power, there Is even 

greater responslbllltv for human compassion, human understanding, 

Objectivity and fairness. And yours Is one of the greatest powers within and, 

Indeed, without our countrv. But, as 1 was saying ... 

upon receiving this second reply from 

I went 

trotting down the road, my little documentation in hand. 1 must honestly 

confess though, that I no longer felt that I was running In a brand new pair 

or shoes. 1 relt more llke 1 was beginning to drag a ball and chain around my 
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ankles. 1 tentatively and cautiously presented the documentation and, 

wouldn't you know It, "back througn tne cotton field, across the railroad 

track ... " They said, "Well, this looks good, indeed very good. sut we are 

talklng about tne safety of cnlldren. And Just to be extra safe we want to 

ask that you ., 

Well, this time, In order to add even greater Objectivity to the matter, 1 

determined to All of 

this taking great time, mind you. 1 I have 

told some of those closest to me that, while 1 truly do not understand now 

they get anything out of it, 

Well, this time I am certain 

about the ball and chain as t carry the documentation. And I fully expect 

another trip across the cotton field. However, I can not Justly place all of the 

delay on those who were attempting to discern whether It was 

safe to return me. This time wnen 1 brought the 

documentation they did say, "Well, maybe you're right. Maybe the rabbit is 

there, but to be on the safe side, if you want to get that rabbit you're going 

to have to do It our wav." And, church, as they enumerated the restrictions 

or as they would later say conditions and still later say covenant terms, 1 

became deeply, deeply depressed. It was at that point that It struck me that 

AOC 010611 



9 

while I have been unhappy as a priest, this was the first time in my life that 

1 was unhappy to be a priest. Cod forgive me, but 1 honestly prayed for him 

to remove from my heart the burning desire I have to preach His Word, to 

offer up this holy sacrifice. 1 sat In that field for almost a montn as 1 prayed, 

consulted with my family, my "homies" and the elders of our community, 

tnought heavlly on tnese restrictions. But, cnurch, 1 want to testify that God 

w111 find a way to make his will known to you. I believe that 1 started to 

mal<e the aeclslon when Rev. Craig Jenkins, pastor of Beth Eden Baptist 

Church and a dear friend said to me, In so many words, "John, my brotner, 

the only terms which you really have to worry about are In the only 

document you really have to worry about, the gospel of our Lord ano 

savior, Jesus Christ." It was on that followlng Sunday as brother Hill graced 

us with his wonderful, soulful rendition of "Your grace And Mercy, that 1 

Cietermined that Satan had had a strangle holC1 on my life for far too long. 

What I am, I am. What 1 am not, I am not. As I am not a pedophlle, not a rlsl< 

to children, little, If, Indeed, anything, would or could be gained by 

pretending that I was, by attempting to assume behaviors as If I were, by 

changing my mfnister1a1 stance as If I were. 1 determined to accept tne 

terms so that 1 might return to my ministry and be about the business of 

preaching Christ crucified. 
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How have I endured It? Believe me, church, not by my strength, as many of 

you have said, but by God's strength, and mv famlly's strength and your 

strength. And also by a strength which comes from a strange irony to the 

situation. mv realization that although, without a Question this has been the 

singular most painful year and a half in my life, If perchance, I could save 

one single chilc:J from sexual abuse or exploitation by doing so, I would, 

without a single moment's hesitation, walk through each and every second 

of It again, so strong Is my own personal, Internal stance against such abuse. 

1 have grave problems with parts of our archdiocesan process and am nappy 

that the cardinal has re-convened the committee to look at and, pernaps, 

more finely hone this process. However, a process we must have. Children 

should not hurt. 

The members of the press wfth whom I have spoken have reoeatedlV posed 

the question as to what do I say to parents who stlll do not feel that they 

can trust their children wfth me? When one has exhausted all that Is 
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humanly possible to gain the trust of another human being, there Is little 

else that one can do save to say to that individual, "I am sorry that you do 

not trust me." It is part of the human condition that many times we are 

incapable of having trust when there really Is no reason for us not to trust. 

Husbands, at times with no valld reasons, fail to trust their wives and vice 

versa. At times friendships fold because of a lack of trust which should not 

be there, families divide often for the same reason. It Is an unfortunate but 

very real part of our human condition. And shall I expect myself to be above 

or beyond that human condition? 

What do I say to the members of SNAP and LINK-UP? I watch you on 

televlslon; 1 llsten to your words and I sense such great Internal pain and 

anguish. And now a strange convergence of time and circumstance has 

made me a part of your pain and anguish. No sane human being wishes to 

bring pain and anguish to the hearts of others and 1 have not wanted this. 

I realize that you will probably be unable to internalize this but 1 do thank 

you for your continued vigilance relative to the safety of our children and 

raising the consciousness. not just of the church. but also of our larger 

society as to our need more fully to protect the innocent ones. 

What do 1 say of two key players, Joseph cardinal Bernardin and Bishop 

George Murrv. I found cardinal Bernardin, throughout this to be the deeply 

sp1r1tua1 and pastoral bishop I have always known him to t>e. There has been 

only one time curing this entire affair when he has become a llttle testy 
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with me and that was at our last meeting. 1 believe he was pained by my 

reluctance towards the restrictions, for this has been a an extremely 

difficult and delicate matter and he has given many, many hours, even 

during his illness to attempting a fair resolution. I found myself amazed and, 

as one of his priests, deeply touched that, although the Chief Shepherd of 

one of the largest Archdioceses In the world, whenever I reQuested to meet 

with him regarding this matter, he Clid so within 48 hours. You know he had 

to have been doing a great deal of juggling his calendar in order to do that. 

I continue to deeply respect and he continues to have my deep loyalty. 

1 consider Bishop Murry a "brother·· In that sense In which we use the term. 

Anyone who could enc::1ure what I call his black and blue sun day here at Holy 

Angels and the wrath of my sister, has truly been there. 

Yeah, George, 1 didn't know she was going to be there or I would have called 

you to warn you. You're okay when she tightens her llps a llttle bit, that's 

just a callcott trait when we become angry. And you're still safe when she 

cuts her eyes a little bit. But when she throws her hand on that hip, get 

your helmet and hit the dirt because it's about to come. 

And I should clear up something here. some of my members have told me 

that 1 really llKe Bishop Murrv but I am so mad at him because ne has your 

Job. No, church, Bishop Murrv has his job. 1 have mv job. I did not feel when 

I was placed on administrative leave, that I had not even begun to come 

close to finishing the work Which coc::1 would have me Clo here. If they had 
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offered me the episcopacy while I was on administrative leave, I would not 

have accepted It. Because you all know how we can be. "Must've been 

something wrong with him, that's why they made a bishop out of him. They 

just had to get him out of that parish." If It Is the wlll of Cod that t become 

a bishop, then no man, woman or any other thing wlll stop that. Bishop 

Murrv has his job, I have my job, I look forward to proctaimlng the Gospel 

with him. 

wnat do 1 ask of you, my membersntp, friends and loved ones here today? 

Three things. I have Included In the bulletin three phone numbers, Bishop 

Murry's; the Vicar for priests, Fr. Dan Coughlin, and the Professional Fitness 

Administrator, Ms Bernadette Connolly. And they have not asked me to do 

this. 1 aetermined early on to do this, long before restriction or terms were 

mentioned. I would asl< that you cut those numbers out, put them In your 

purse or your wallet and should you see me at any time, in any way, doing 

anything which might suggest that I might hurt a child, I want you to call 

one of them. I feel that It might be pretty difficult to come up to the pastor 

and say "well, brer' pastor, I'm, you know, a little concerned about this or 

that" and, perhaps, If everyone is a card carrying or number carrying 

watcher some peace in this matter wlll begin to prevail so that we might be 

about the business of church. 

secondly, I ask that you pray for and with me that t might deal wltn the 

great anger within mv heart. Paul, Jn Eohesians 4 and 26, reminds us "do not 
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let the sun set on your anger." well, many suns have set on mv anger. And 

It is not a good anger, a healthy anger. Early on, mv mother visited me at 

She surveyed the place as onlv mother's can, llstened to 

me went home. Two days later she called me and she said "Son, anger has 

Its place, but you are two angry. You swore in front of me twice. Ordinarily, 

I would slapped you out of that chair. <See, young people, that one of those 

old fashioned mamas. You never get too old to loose respect for them> She 

went on to say, "But 1 could see how angrv and upset vou were. such anger 

wlll eat vou away Inside." As some of you know, I have been known, on 

occasion, to use a word or two of profanltv. Now, brother Donaldson and 

brother cavln y'all leave that alone. Don't out mv business out in the street 

now. But I never use profanity in front of my mother. And what is worse 1 

was so angry I do not even remember saving but one of the words. I am 

very angry with the Church at this point and it is not a positive, not a 

constructive anger. 1, with your help, must pray It awav. 

Flnallv, on a far more spiritual level, I want vou to give thanks to our God 

who has walked with us through this storm. I want you to give thanks, that 

all of these dlfflcultles, all of these travails, all of these frustrations have in 

no way chained the word of Ood. For, on this afternoon, I see a board 

meeting taking place In a large building with the words "Hell Incorporated" 

on its Side ... 1 see the CEO named satan ... 
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The past year and one half has been dlfflcult, arduous and, quite often, 

deeply palnful. 1 am obvlously elated and enthusiastic that It has culminated 

with mv being able to return to that ministry to which I feel God has called 

me and to which I committed myself over twenty years ago. 

I wish to thank the cardinal Archbishop of Chicago, Joseph cardinal 

Bernardin, for his dlllgent attention to the protection of children, as well as 

his dlllgent attention to my own pastoral care. 

1 wish also to thank my family members who not for a micro-second have 

wavered and many of whom even here stand around me to support me. My 

mother, my brother and sister and their families, mv manv nephews and 

nieces and, indeed, great nephews and nieces have just been an 

Inexpressible source of strength during this ordeal. I verv much love each 

and everv one of them. 

And, finally, I wish to acknowledge in a most especial way my membership 

at Holy Angels' Church. Not only would they not let the Archdiocese forget 

their concern for me, they would not allow me to forget their concern for 

me. To their concern I must add that of the membership at Holy Name of 

Mary, and the many others, Catholic and non-catholic, who have supported 

and sustained me by a prayer, by a word, bY a simple look. 

I verv much 1001c forward to continuing my ministry. 
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Dear Rev. Chancellors 

I a.s a Catholic, oppose the re-establishing of Fa.1 John. 

Calicott to his position at Holy Angels Church. Yes, forgive 

the sinner, but do not forget. 

An admitted and convicted child molester is still a 

· monster. Everyone· grows up. 

Monitoring him. forever? No) HE is to be ~oniteron~ OUR 

chi,liren Nol The scared-ness of a prist is ~bsolute. 

Children deserve the cha.nee to grow up and ma.ke choices. 

Fr. Calicott made tha.t choice. Put him a.wa.y to write scripture 

or tend the fields of dirt. \teep Him awa.y and. concealled. The 

Catholic church has enou~trouble without going out and putting 

the fox in the chicken coopl It must stand tall and keep 

our faith in our leaders. 

Get rid of him. 

Sincerely, 
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FAX 

TO: MS BBRNADETTB CONNOLLY 

FROM1 JOHN CALICOTT 

RE: SERMON - 10/15/95 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: UNNUMBERED PAGB IS OPJ!:NING STATEMENT MADE TO 
PRESS 

NUMBKR or P~GES INCLUDING THIS PAGl..J,! 
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EDITORIALS. 

Church Tests Beliefs 
In Reinstalling Priest 

The formal reinstatement of a priest who admitted abusing 
young men at his former position in ministry is highly unusual and, 
opponents contend. risky. 

It's also a gutsy effort for a church, whose mission is forgiveness 
and redemption. to demonstrate that quality. . 

The Archdiocese of Chicago has reinstated the Rev. John 
Calicott as pastor of Holy Angels Church on the South Side two 
years after he acknowledged sexual misconduct with two minors in 
1976. 

'To its credit, the decision by the.. archdiocese and .. Joseph 
Cardinal Bernardin to restore Calicott to his pastorate was not 
made hiindly. The Holy Angels' congregation, where the priest was 
pastor for three years, was well-informed and largely supportive of 
the move. His victims, reportedly. also support the reinstatement. 
Calicott will be monitored • and work 

! under a set of strict guidelines. 
! Calicott has been l1iiliiiliiiiii••ll~~······· since he i was accused b\' the victims in 1994. There have been no other 
! allegntions of misconduct. It was that evaluation that led Bernar-
1 din to approve the reinstatement. It said Calicott posed no 

I "significant'' danger to children. 
The Catholic Church, rocked in recent years by pedophilia 

; . scandals, has been accused of being less than forthcoming about 
I . the prnhlem. Calicott's reinstatemeot challenges that. . 
' This will be a difficult period for members of the Holy Angels 

congregation and for abuse-victims' rights groups that oppose 
Calicott':; return. But if the reinstatement is successful. and we 

·hope it is. it's a powerful lesson in redemption. 

J= .. ~z::.~::~ ·:~_. ; .. :: ,, :?,Ht~~Y5'-r~~,N-.!;l~f.f:: ·?U~~;~':'!' ... ??!9~~~} s,1 1995 
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Church takes risk on forgivIDg 
Some doubt child-abuser priest can ever be cured 

Tribune photo by Ovie Carter 

By Bob Secter TR ff.3,:.Jut= learn to control their implllses. 
and Paul Galloway fo -/;:>-$..) "You can't get rid of this dis· 
TRisuNE STAFF WRITERS f'G- 1 . o~der .t~tally, but we believe ~ a 

· s1gn1flcant number of in· 
Redemption is the essence of dividuals you can bring the be· 

Catholicism. Sinners can be havior under control with a 
saved, the fallen restored. Yet, high degree of reliability," ·said 
the decision by the Archdiocese Frank Valcour, medical director 
of Chicago to openly reinstate of St. Luke Institute, a psychiat· 
an admitted child molester as a ric hospital .in Maryland that 
parish priest has sparked an un· has a treatment program for 
settling debate over the limits of priests with sexual disorders. 
therapy and forgiveness. But others think abusers are 

Few crimes are as repugnant beyond reform. 
as sex abuse, and few categories "Spiritually, I believe redemp· 
of criminals deemed more likely tion is always an option for us, 
to repeat their offenses than but we're talking about the 

Rev. John Calicott: "I am no~ those who take advantage of eartlJy realm here," said David 
ashamed to say I made a mis- . , children. Clohessy, national director of 
take. I am not ashamed to sa~{ -. Experts say sex offenders can- Surviv0 rs Network of those 
that I need forgiveness." ·:~ not be cured but .that some can Abusea by Priests. "Why take 

the risk? . . . It I'm a· pyromaniac 
and I've been treated, that 
doesn't mean you give.me gaso· 
line and a match." 

The public reinstatement of 
Rev. John Calicott to .:his posi· 
tion at Holy Angels Church on 
Thursday was a first for the 
Chicago archdiocese, and- it was 
both praised as bold and at· 
tacked as reckless.-· · --·-

Looming even Iaige·r-~Ts-anoth­
er question, one the archdiocese. 
has yet to explailf witli anything 
but a vague statementabgut the 
"special circumstances" of 
Calicott's case: · · · · 

What does the· archdiocese 
hope to accomplish . by making 
an exc1;:·~tion to its policy of 

.,. SEE Pru:Es'I'S, PAGE 19 
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_Priests 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

never reinstating abusive priests, 
a ban imposed three years ago 
after a groundswell of complaints 
that such problems had too long 
been swept under the rug? 

Some of the answer may lie in 
how experts view the odds for 
Calicott to remain out of trouble 
as well as the factors weighed by 
the archdiocese in taking what is 
clearly a calculated risk. 

cal Center in Maywood, the enthu­
siasm of many of Calicott's par­
ishioners for his return has 
serious implications for the chil­
dren of the parish. 

"They're at risk because of the 
denial of the parents," she said. "If 
he's returning to a congregation 
that's delighted to have him back, 
how long will it be until everybody 
falls into their old patterns of be­
havior and this man is not 
chaperoned?" 

Under terms of his reins-

italtiieimiieiiint. Calicott must -
and be moni tored""'li'Y"' 

adult when he's in the company of 
children. 

FROM PAGE 1 

The archdiocese, Parks said, 
should stick to its stated policy 
against returning sex offenders to 
parishes. "The church would be 
better advised to place this man in 
an environment where there are 
not children readily available and 
where his job does not require in­
teractions with them," she said. 

The question looming over 
Calicott's future is whether he 
truly is capable of being rehabili­
tated in the eyes of not just the 
church but the faithful as well. 

"From a Catholic perspective, 
forgiveness is always possible, but 
reconciliation-the re-establish­
ment of a broken trust-may not 

be," said l<ev. Paul Wadell, profes­
sor of ethics at Catholic Theologi­
cal Union. "Reconciliation is a pro­
cess. The stages are repentance, 
contrition, claiming responsibility, 
healing and finally reunion." 

It's important for Calicott to ac­
knowledge his misdeeds and their 
seriousness, Wadell says, but in a 
public confession, he should speak 
only in generalities so as not to 
embarrass or humiliate his 
victims. 

Such comments may come as 
early as Sunday, when Calicott 
plans to share what he calls -his 
"journey" with his congregation in 
a sermon. Later, he has scheduled 

Chicago Tribune. Sunday, October 15. 1995 Section 1 - 19 •-

a press ccnference. 
Leaders of groups representing 

victims of sexual abuse by priests 
clearly are not convinced of the 
wisdom of his restoration. 

"We oppose any reinstatement of 
priests who are known to have 
abused children to ministries that 
involve children," said Thomas 
Economus, president of LINKUP, 
Surviors of Clergy Abuse. "We're 
very concerned about this." 

He also believes the parishioners' 
support ignores the potential dan­
ger to their children. "I think it's 
wonderful and admirable the par­
ishioners are assuming responsi­
bility for him," he said. "But it's 

very likely he could re-offend. This'. 
is not about popularity, but the· 
safety of their own children." ~ 

Nevertheless, Rev. Tom'.·• 
Paprocki, archdiocesan chancellor/ 
said the archdiocese carefully con-'. 
sidered legal, humane and theologi-'. 
cal questions before allowing 
Calicott back. }, 

"We're dealing with humant 
beings and their futures, inCludini} 
the future of Father Calicott. And; 
these human questions are related'. 
to theological issues such as for_;: 
giveness, redemption, recon­
ciliation." 

Tribune staff writer Janita Poe 
contributed LO this report. 

·J 

- For instance, Valcour said 
molesters who victimize very 
young children are considered to 
be more resistant to treatment. 
But Calicott's victims were both • 
teenagers, according to an official 
of the archdiocese. 

Calicott, 48, sees his return after 
more than a year's absence· as a 
positive experience, not just for 
him but for his entire !lock of Af­
rican-American parishioners at 
the South Side church. 
- "I am not ashamed to say I 
made a mistake. I am not 
ashamed to say that I need for· 
giveness," he said, referring to ad­
missions that nearly two decades 
ago he had sexual contact with 
two teenage boys. "I think I bring 
a greater understanding of pain 
and suffering and hurt and the 
power of Christians when they 
come together." 

Calicott, a slim bespectacled 
Vian with salt-and-pepper hair, de­
clined to discuss specifics of the 
;µlegations against him, citing the 
need to preserve the confidentiali­
ty of his accusers. But he said he 
has met with both of the men and 
talked with one ·several times in 

..recent months. 
::;: He insisted the incidents of 
:llbuse were not part of a pattern, 
·but "isolated." 
:: "I am not a risk to children," he 
fsaid. 
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Fallen priest feturns to pulpiL 
.!'4 !~ 

:-:·,,::Mari had been accused· Calicott became the first Roman Catholic 
priesi in Chicago and one of few in the 
nation to return after being suspended for 
allegations of sexual abuse. He asked for 
~iveness and promised to 

of rnolesting two boys 
By BRIAN BERGSEIN 

The A.•sociuted Press 
.and be monitored by an adult whenever 
he is with children. 

·,CHICAGO - Hundreds of parishioners 
· cheered and applauded Sunday as a priest 
.,. whb was accused of molesting two boys 
. ·rieal-ly 20 years ago signed a new covenant 

with Holy Angels Church and returned as its 

After Mass, Calicott said he never admit­
ted being a child molester or a pedophile, 

1 only !hat "somethi11g occurred that should 
not have .occurred." 

Calicott recounted for parishioners nt 
the 2'h-hour Mass his "hellish limbo" while 
he was placed on leave ••••••• 

The Rev. John pastor. 
Callcotheturried ";: ' ·"To receive that kind of support, it was 
Sunday i~.!>fn •·" ~ ")Jv,e1whelming," the Rev.1~ohn Calicott said 
suspenslbn. , :. a.flerward. . 

PtEASE SEE PRIEST PA{.(..: AS 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1995 AS 

PRIEST 
FROM PAGEA1 

Many members of the congrega­
tion sa_id they doubted the abuse 
allegations against Caiicott and be­
lieve he needs no forgiveness. Par­
ish leaders and parents had sup­
ported his return. 

l-lis hourlong homily was repeat- "I would trust him any day with 
edly interrupted by standing ova- them," said Edie Thompson, 53, 
lions from the morethati 500 people touching the heads of her two 
in the congregation. especially grandsons, ages 4 and 5. "I believe 
when he said • assured him in the man.'; · 
he poses no Two men told the Chicago Arch-
risk to children. " . , . diocese in March 1994 that they had 

Calicott fought back. tears as he been molested by Calicott in 1976, 
rec?unted ~is ariger and depression when they were teen-agers and he 
durm~ his hme away from Holy An- · was an associate pasior at St. Ailbe 
gels, . askih_g t~e congregation . to Catholic church in Chicago. 
pray that his anger be removed. He In April 1994, Calicott was 
etclmowledged !hat some pilrehts placed oil administrative leave -
might never trust him and said later 
that he began to fear children dur- while the alleged sexual miscon-
ing his suspension. duct was investigated. 

The Archdiocese said in a state­
ment that the men who accused Ca­
licott of abuse told Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin they supported Calicott's 
return. Calicott would noi. say 
whether the men attended Sunday's 
Mass. 
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Infamy that 
has no end 
By Rick Kogan 

he twisted morality of Hol­
lywood, where one man's sin is 

"often another's photo op·or ex- . 
elusive interview, took an un­
usually serious turn last week 

after a private screening of the new Dis· 
ney film "Powder." 

There, as Armani-clad movie execs and 
bejeweled women were exiting the the­
ater, a grim 20-year-old named ~athan 
Winters pushed leaflets into theu hands. 
Those who read the leaflets, read this: 
"Please don't spend your money on this 
movie. it would just go inside the pock­
ets of a child molester." 

Behind Winters, his friends carried 
. signs: "Victor Salva: Writer, Directo~-, 
Child Molester" aild "Support the Vic· 
tim, not the Victimizer." 

Salva is the writer-director of"Pow­
der," which opened Friday in 1,200 U$:. 
theaters. . · .· 

The movie'.s story-of a young man · 
with telekinetic powers and p\Jre white 
skin-will surely share the stage, fo~ a 
time; with a crime. . . . . 

It was this: Jn 1987 Salva confessed to 
having sex with . vvinters, who was then 
1.2 years old. , · ; . . · . . 
· Salva was sentenced to 3 years in-pris­

on, served 15 months and completed pa-
role in 1992. . · 

'Had Salva drifted off into shadows 
rather than into the glare of klieg lights, 
we never wollld have known his nanie, 
or ·that of Winters. But-Hooray for Hol­
lywoo<t-we do. We have their na~es 
and we have their comments on cnme 
and punishment · 

And we have questions. 
Salva said: "I paid for my mistakes 

dearly." · · . . 
' And we ask: "Have you paid enough?" 

Winters said: "[Salva] should not be 
SEE MOLESTERS, PAGE 6 

. I 

Molesters 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

allowed to live his life as if 
nothing happened." 

And we ask: "Should he· have to 
be punished forever?" · 

The same questions arise . in 
what is a striking contrast to the 

· Salva story: the triumphant retµrn 
of Rev. John Calicott to his Holy 

. Angels church on the South Side 
earlier this inonth. · 

Calicott-placed on administra­
tive leave since admitting last 
year to sexual misconduct with 
two 15-year-olds in the mid-1970s-·­
was greeted, the Tribune reported, 
with "tears, applause and evangel­
ical rejoicing" by a Sunday gath­
ering of 600 parishioners . 

"We want him here," said a par­
ishioner, in response to the small 
group of protesters outside the 
church. "We want him among us.'.' 

what are we to make of this? 
Are the parishioners of Holy 

Angels better, more forgiving peo­
ple than Winters and his friends? 

There are, of course, crucial dif­
ferences between the 37-year-old 
Salva and the 48-year-old Calicott. 

Salva admitted his crime. He did . 
his time. Calicott admits only to .. · 
the spookily unspecific charge of 
"misconduct" and said he was 
"angry" at the Roman Catholic · · 
Church for removinr him II · 

The stories of these two men, 
and of thousands of others that do 
not make print or "Entertainment 
Tonight," help muddle the issue of 
how society should treat its 
victimizers. · 

In 46 states, California and illi· 
, I nois among them, sex offenders 

are required to register their 
whereabouts with local police for · 
the rest of their lives. That seems 
fair enough. But should a sex of· 
fender be branded when a re­
leased drug dealer, anned ·robber 
or murderer is not? 

In making an argument that 
child molesters should be able to 
live without restrictions or condi­
tions after doing their time, one is 
confronted with chilling counter­
point by stories of molesters re­
leased from prison to molest 
again, or even to commit murder. 

So, should we keep them all in 
jail forever? 
. Execute them? 
Make each wear a scarlet M? 
My initial reaction to the Win­

ters-Salva story was: "Ah, leave 
the guy alone. He's paid his 
price." ' 

But the more I thought abQut; 
this the more I saw the faces of 
children I know and love, and the 
more I realized that child molesta- . 
tion is not a pardonable sin, not 
an accident. . 

Efforts, in jail and out, to treat 
molesters have proven ineffective. 
According to the highly regarded 
"Handbook of Sexual Assault" by 
Canadians William Marshall and 
Howard Bai'baree, the repeat of­
fense rate for molesters of little 
girls is as high as 29 percent and 
for molesters of little boys as high 
as 40 i;)ercent. 

Those numbers are too high. 
Molesters should be compelled 

to detail their crimes not only to 
law enforcement offieials, but to 
every one with whom they come 
in contact. 

We must be watchful because, in 
cagey ways, the victimiZera try to 
become victims. 

----··-----

Not just molesters, either. It_ - , 
makes me sick to watch O.J. ("I'm . 
a victim of racist police") Sim~on • 
playing golf on his daughter's'.l..Oth : 
birthday. ;: 

It makes me sick to hear , 
Calicott offer up tales--excus$~ or • 
his own di ssions? ' 

It makes me sick to hear the':':· 
folks at family-values-touting ms- : 
ney, the distributor of "Powdef\i,' 
try to minimize Salva's crime oy 
placing blame on the victim. ;:; 

"What's the point [of WinteJ.l!", 
protest)," asked a Disney spokes- , 
man, "other than [Winters] wails 
to make headlines?" ~·~ 

Do not be fooled. 
The vast self-help, 12-steppinIJ'..' 

industry, in which every day <itr 
the straight-and-narrow is cal13 
for celebration, plays on our ''" 
amazing capacities for sympatlll · 1 

and forgiveness. ;~ 
. But there is no excuse persua- • 
sive enough to gain my sympa1hy 
for having damaged a child, nQ',te­
morse deep enough to win my£?r- : 
giveness. 
. If you are sick, go see a doctQl'. 
If you instead manifest your stgt· I 

ness by groping or doing worse-to • 
a child, the price you pay shotlla . 
be deep and ever-lasting. · ,_. 

Now, except when they are :"'"~ 
brought to public attention, ~...-. 
molesters are able to hide und~. 
masks-of anonymity, regret, 0tf-- , 

cuses or redemption. Under tha&e · 
masks lie monsters. :-:; 

If Victor Salva is able to live-ills • 
life making fine films and nevai' 
laying hands on another young?.; 
ster, there will be reason to ce~: 
brate. At his funeral. 
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16565 South State Street 
South Holland, Illinois 60473 
October 16, 1995 

HiscEminencedJoseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicagq, Illinois 60690 

Your Eminence: 

In your lett~r of October 6 to the priests~of the Archdiocese, 
you explain some details of your decision to reinstate John 
Calicott as pastor of Holy Angels Church. You. also ask for 
explicit support at this time. 

On·.the .one hand;::! ·have .a ·:poor understanding·. of pedophilia and 
similar problems. I also have a poor knowledge of the actual facts 

·in the case of John Calicott. This is why I have to trust both 
you and the review board; both you and have much more 
complete access to the data,..;as well as prµdertt·:!judgment. This is 
why I had to trust that the right decision. was made when John was 
removed; this is also why I must trust that the right decision is 
being made now. Consequently, you have my full supp~rt, in both 
the external and the internal forum. · 

On the other hand, perhaps I should add my own small voice to the 
chorus of those who have already spoken highly of John's ministry. 
I have known him since he was a seminarian from•.SL·. Agnes parish; 
I have worked in neighbori~g parishes; I have seen firstharid some 
of the good work he has done. He is a good priest, in every way. 
His leadership and dedication have brought many people into the 
Catholic Church and nourished the faith of many others who are 
already part of this family. He has promoted vocations with zeal. 
He has treated people with kindness and with wisdom. He has 
preached the Gospel with faith and with skill. I believe that the 
local Church needs him and that your decision to reinstate him 
will be for the greater good. 

You have a difficult job, and I do not envy you. May you have 
courage and strength> to stand by difficult decisions that you make. 

'Sincerely, 

Michael Gilligan 
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·ILLINOIS i c ·:}),~ /,,I (Y)O.I'!' w J? 
-.. ~Admitted molester 1

' g·,...... ,/. h :ld1 r;@'V\ 
i '· , d-;----- -C . c ! V i ; 

back as pastor · 1 ) [\t .J • · . ~/ ~ \ rr es ,, . 
CHICAGO-The Archdiocese !'} '' .. V) "1 0 ~ 0 P /. 

of Chicago has reinstated a priest · · J. 
who admitted sexually molesting I~ (1 { ~ __ I 
two boys 19 years ago. I ~ . - I' :t w netr I {)C; 

The Rev. John Calicott will :~./ J {~ l~ ki 0 ~ 
return as pastor of Holy Angels ,,..(\ \o L"'OW 
Parish on Chicago's South Side, SO...~~ 0. 0Vv~. ~Y l 
but will work under a rigid set of 1-- · , w J_ 
guid~lines, including a \{ .ar c" LA ''C · (_-1 -, 
reqmrement that he Qt.A )\! 

1 ~ 
and be monitored by an <'-.. ' ~ y(:cf.1 v-c- Fl(}/\ 

adultwheneverheiswith tiJO.S' m1 nc ~\,.\-../ ~~.)..\ 
children, the archdiocese said . , . 1t _ L 
Thursday. hi: ow~_\/ OLL n~ .. i:.,ll'.,_,.1 U, rev\ 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, ~ ] : .JL . 
who is in Rome, said the IJ \ [' I • Y'l\NJlC::: V) -· 

\ reinstatement was an exception ,_..,...-·v Ll e(b WJ~ y '! ~ I / ~ / 

to h.is policy barring priests from ) ") 
returning to a parish ministry if Rf·-: I 

1 b 1 ~ 
they have sexually abused · \.j r -- ... Ou...z 
minors. Bernardin said- ~\(tl; 1 

that Calicott poses no "sig~fr¥~~nt . · \~\ v\ ~.-r',b ~ C) +.~! 
risk to children" iiliilii.liiiiiiii ·n CJ,_ _ ( ~ 

_ _i 
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news 

Controversial priest 
1nal~es official return 
to Holy· Angels 
by Ingrid E. Bridges 

The reinstatement of Holy 
Angl'ls Parish pastor Father 
John Calicott Sunday was an 
cmol ional moment for lhe con­
gregation, who accepted him 
bnck with open arms following 
acts of sexual misconduct that 
occurred some 19 years ago. 

Father Calicott, who began 
his tenure as pastor at Holy 

· Angels Parish in October 1991, 
will continue in his position 
under a host of restrictive poli­
cies and procedures. 

"He will return under strict 
conditions established ·by the 
review ·board and the archdio­
cese, conditions which he has 
accepted and which arc being 
shared publicly by the parish­
ioncn; at H<>ly Angels,"' according 
In a :-<latemcnt released by the 
.nrchdiocese. 

Cardinal ,Joseph Bernardin 
noted t.lwt he was making an 
except.ion to his previously 
stated ·position on the return to 
pari!:<h ministry in c:1ses involv­
ing sexual misconduct with 
minors but decidecl lo do so 

based on the specific circum­
stances in F'ather Calicott's case. 

Calicott's return poses no sig­
nificant risk to children as Ion 
as he 

according to Bernardin. 
The church appeared 

extrernely delighted as church 
Vicar, Auxiliary Bishop George 
Murray, read a two-page state­
ment entitled "A Covenant," as 
the congregation read their copy 
along with him. 

It read, in part: "I, John Cali­
cott, come before you as a man of 
faith. I promise to live by this 
covenant that we enter today. I 
ask you to forgive me and accept 
me once again as yoUI· priest, 
preacher of the word and pastor 
of souls." 

The col1grcgation responded: 
"As the people of God, rene\ved 
in faith, we· accept you and 
pledge our desire to enter into 
this covenant with you. We. too, 

. will live n new life according to 
the terms of this covenant ... 
Amen.'' 

Calicott respo_nded with more 
words of forgiveness, while ask­
ing parishioners to pray with 
him. 

He promised to be "faithful to 
....... while the people 
stated "We accept your pledge of 
renewed faithfulness." 

The forrns were then signed 
by Calicott and a witness, the 
chairperson of the Parish Pas­
toral Council, while the 
multi-ethnic crowd of parish­
ioners cheered the decision. 

For the last two decades, 
numerous allegations against 
Catholic priests have erupted, 
causing a series of investigations 
by the archdiocese, as well as 
embarrassment among followers 
of the Cathclic faith . 

. Despite· the past; Sunday at 
high noon, the sentiments were 
different und people were recep­
tive in their response. 

Tears of joy ran thick as Cal­
icott ended his descriptive 
apology and a long-awaited sat­
isfaction clothed the 
parishioners after the signing of 
thG two-page let.tcr took place. 
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Defender photo/Hank Mar1i11 

Holy Angles pastor Father John Calicott returns to .the church 
pulpit during services Sunday. Calicott returned to the church 
after receiving treatment stemming from his sexual misconduct 
charges involving children. 

But ,there was some resi:;­
tance to the reinstatement. 

The· Survivors Network of 
Those Abused by Priests 
<SNAPS> picketed outside the 
church along Oakwood Boule­
vard, carrying picket signs 
advocating their stance. 

"The q_utrage comes mostly 

from white Catholics. Not frnm 
us here in the immediate p::wi"h 
... In our time of severe rwPr.1 
there weren't any of them hen' 
to. address our grievance!", nnf. 
once . 

Why now?" a faithful p;ui~h­
ioner of' Holy Angt>b l':ll"i"h 
asked. 
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212 WEST SUPERIOR STREET 
CHICAGO, ILL 60610 

(312) 649·,131 

330 WEST 42ND STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW ~ORK 10036 

(212) 736-2010 

3434 WEST SIXTI-/ STREET 
LOS ANGELES. CA 90020 

(213) 380-5011 

1930 CHESTNUT STREET 
PHILADELPHIA. PA 19103 

(215) 569-~'990 

730 HARRISON STREET, SUITE 320 
SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94107 

(415) 543-3361 

26400 LAHSER ROAD. SUITE 312 
SOUTHFIELD, flll 48034 

(313) 352-~1220 

361 NEWBURY' STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02115 

(617) 266-2121 

8111 LBJ FREEWAY 
DALLAS, TX 75251 
(214) 644-9696 

1066 NATIONAL PRl'SS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 20045 

(202) 393-7110 

10260 WESTl-'EIMER 
HOUSTON, TX 77042 

(713) 789-1635 

2125 BISCAYNE BOULEVARD 
MIAMI, Fl 33137 
(305) 576-3581 

190 EAST NINTH AVENUE 
DENVER, CO 80203 

(303) 861-1152 

630 OAKWOOD A VENUE 
WEST HARTFORD CT 06110 

(203) 953-'B89 

1951 FOURTH AVENUE 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 

(619) 544-$60 

"PASTOR FR. CALICOTT/REINSTATED AT HOLY ANGELS" 

1) NEWS 
10/13/95 WBBM-AM/CHICAGO 6:00 AM :47 

2) NEWS 
10/13/95 WMAQ-AM/CHICAGO 7:00 AM :40 

3) NEWS 
10/16/95 WBBM-AM/CHICAGO 6:00 AM 1:02 

4) NEWS 
10/16/95 WGN-AM/CHICAGO 7:00 AM :10 

5) NEWS 
10/16/95 WLS-AM/CHICAGO 8:00 AM :33 

6) NEWS 
10/16/95 WMAQ-AM/CHICAGO 8:00 AM :05 

7) HEWS 
10/16/95 WLS-AM/CHICAGO 9:00 AM : 31 

8) NEWS 
10/16/95 WLS-AM/CHICAGO 9:00 AM :10 
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Priest asks forgiveness amid hugs, tears 
By Janita J>oe 

Rev. John Calicott, a Catholic 
oriest on administrative leave 
[·ram his church since admitting 
iast year to sexual misconduct 
with two minors, was welcomed 
back by his congregation Stlllday 
with tears, applause and evangeli­
c:J..l rejoicing. 

During an emotional homily to 
the gathering of more than 600 
people, Calicott asked his Holy 
Angels parish for forgiveness, and 
he thanked advocates for abuse 
victims for their "vigilance." 

But Calicott also said that he 
was '·angry" at the Catholic 
h h ~ re · him f m h. 

h 
e 

'They {parishioners] are trying to put up a united front. ... 
But not everyone thinks he should return to the church.' 

The mother of a kindergartner at Holy Angels School 

the ·media t"or wrongly portraying 
him as an admitted child abuser. 

"I do not ever in my entire life, 
at any time. in any way, remember 
admitting that I am a pedophile or 
some kind of predatory child 
molester," Calicott, ~8. said in the 
spacious, solar-powered South Side 
church. at 607 E. Oakwood Blvd. "I 
do not remember the archdiocese 
saying these things." 

In a press conference following 
the mass, however, Calicott did ac­
knowledge he engaged in "miscon­
duct" with the two minors who, 

according to the Roman Ca thoilc 
Archdiocese of Chicago, were both 
15 when the incident occurred in 
1976. Calicott declined to talk spe­
cifically about the incident, citing 
the privacy of his accusers. 

"I admit that something that 
should not have occurred did 
occur," Calicott said. 

Sllllday's mass at the renowned 
African-American church was a 
colorful, emotional testament to 
Holy Angels parishioners' dedica­
tion to their pastor. When Calicott 
walked down the center aisle of 

the church for the first time in 18 
months, some in the pews cried 
while others grabbed him from the 
aisle to hug and kiss him. 

Although Calicott was enthusias­
tically received by his par­
ishioners, others on Stlllday dem­
onstrated their opposition to his 
reinstatement 

Outside the church, a small 
group of protesters from the Survi­
vors Network of Those Abused by 
Priests picketed. And some parents 
of children enrolled at Holy Angels 
School-which has about 1,400 kids 
and is the largest black Catholic 
school in the nation-said they 
had reservations about his return. 

"They [parishioners] are trying 
to put up a tlllited front before the 
city," said a 22-year-vld mother of 

SEE PRIEST, BACK PAGE 

Tribune photo by Walter Kale . 

Holy Angels Catholic Church parishioners welcome back Rev. John · · · 
Calicott during services on Sunday. Outside, some members of the· 
Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests picketed. 
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Priest: 
Sunday's mass was a 1 

colorful, .emotionai ·. . I 
testament to Holy .\ 
Angels parishioners' 
dedication to their 
". 

'pastor. 
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· a· kindergartner at the school who 
identified herself as Leslie. "But 

. not everyone thinks he should re­
turn to the church." . 
. ·Other parents said they liked 

Calicott and what he has done for 
Holy Angels but they wanted a 
clearer understanding of what he 
did with .the two youths. 
.. "If you are going to defend a per­
son you want to know what you are defending," said Sharon Thom­
as,' 32, who has two children en­
rolled in Holy Angels and also at-
tended the school as a child. · 
·· Thomas said she wanted Calicott 
td discuss his case more openly. "If 
he-·did hann to those children then 
Ji.e doesn't need to be here." 
... Some parishioners who are dose 
to · Calicott and familiar with the 
details surrounding the incident 
said they do not believe he is a 
threat to children. -
:: :·~n is a shame that people can't 
know what happened," said Rex 
Alexander. a prominent Holy 
·Angels parishioner and hospital 
administrator. "If they did, the 

·words 'molester,' 'pedophile' and 
'abuser of kids' would never have 
come up." · 

. , Calicott is the first priest to be 
reinstated in the Chicago Archdio­
cese since Cardinal Joseph Bernar-, 
din established a strict policy on I 
sexual misconduct in 1991, follow- ii 
ing a series of allegations against' 
priests . 
.. The sexual misconduct took 

·place wli.ile Calicott was at St. 
Ailbe Catholic Church, 9Cll5 S. Har­
per Ave., where. he was associate 
priest Crom 1974 to 1980. It was 
Calicott's first assignment after his 
ordination lri 1974. Church officials 
said they reinstated Calicott based 
on "special circumstances"-the 
length of time since the Incident 
and the fact no· other allegations 
had been raised. 

·Calicott said he has met with 
both victims since the incident and 
talked with one several times In 
the past .few months. Though nei· 
ther of the men-both now. In their 
mld-30s-are members of Holy 
Angels, they may have attended 
Sunday's service. When asked at 

-. the press conference if the two 
were present at the mass, Calicott 

· responded with "no comment." 
· As part cif his reinstatement, i 

Calicott has· agreed to several re­
strictions in a "covenant" that was 
read Sunday. According to the 
agreement, Calicott must be moni­
tored by "another responsible 
adult''. whenever he is with chil­
dren and he will 
- "as long as deemed neces· 
sary by the al-chbishop of Chica-
go." .. 

But parishioners on Sunday, 
.. many of whom wore y~llow ri~­

bons in support of Ca11cott. said 

- But. parishioners on Sunday I 

. many. of whom wore' yellow rib'. 
bons ~ support of Calicott, said 
th_ey_ d1~. not like the required 
momto,ting because it would not 
allow him to interact ·with his Par-
~h as l),e has in the past . 
·:::''.I believe he Is .strong enough to 
handle himself," Said member EUz­
a)leth. Upchurch. "The children are 

· go!Itg to be upset. And if I had a 
child here I would be hesitant io 
. t~ll _them the answer to the 
questions they are sure to· ask." 
· ;:~oly J\ngels ~as been recognized 
naP,onw1de for its role ·in merging 
. tl\.e ceremony of Catholicism with 
the intense spiritual style of the 
.b1'.ick church, ·and Calicott Is i:er-' 
ifinly a part of that' tradition. At 
times ·introspective and at ti.mes 
fiery, Calicott delivered a· sennon 
,on: Sunday reminiscent of a South-· 
ern Baptist revival · 

,-:·Calicott was bor~:. in'­
l\11ss., and moved to Chicago when 
_h_e. wa;; 6 years old. The oldest of · 

s.ix childrenli,ICilalliicojittiilisaiiiidilhielllsiitnlll1lg-il 
gled ·with •• 

. wllen he was a child growing up 
lll lhelda B WUs. I I • leU"t 

: .. any from troubled 
~~~ies who compensate by be­
coming exemplary students and 
\\'.Orkers, Calicott seemed nothing 
less than the ideal child to his 

. friends. Even as an altar boy at 
Holy Angels, said childhood friend 
Rex Alexander, Calicott appeared 
destined for the priesthood. 

. "The altar boys would sort of 
-~1ck Into the goodies, the commtm­
.1on wafers and wine, but he 

.. W.ouldn't," said Alexander, 45. · 
.·. J;:lol~ Angels has a rich tradition 
on the South Side. In the basement 
church hall on Sunday, some who 
had gathered for breakfast said 
this history has bonded par­
i~ioners together and made them 
eyen more determined to keep· 
(;alicott at the church. 
;.:'.~We want him here," said Doro­
thy Porche, 69, a member since 

_1_954. "We want him among us." 

.. ··Staff reporter Nancy Ryan con-
tributed to this report. · 
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p1iest bacl~ 
at pt1lpit 
Holy ,\n,~cls 1ncn1hcrs 
\\Cl(;on1c.; his rc.:turn 

By Brian Bergstein 
,2,ssoc::11e:cl Pres:·. Writer 

M undrecls of H.rnrnu1 Catholie 
parishioners cheered and applaud­
ed duriJ1g a mass ;_il which a priest 
who had been suspended for sexu­
ally molesting two boys resumed 
his pastorate. 

Dressed in a flowing green robe 
with orange, red t:_ 
and green trim, CHICAGO 

· the Rev. John 
Calicott became 
the first priest in 
Chicago and one 
of few in the nation to return af­
ter being suspended for allega­
tions of sexual abuse. 

Calicott, 48, signed a covenant 
with Holy Angels Church on the 
South Sid~ .. ask.in? for rorgveness 
and pronusmg to 
•and be monitored by an adult 
wnenever he is with children. 

A few members of a support 
group for people abused by priests 
protested quietly outside the 
church, and some members of the 
congregation chose not to come to 
the mass because of Calicott's re­
turn. 

Nonetheless, Calicott's 
hourlong homily was repeatedly 
inte1Tupted by standing ovations 
from more than 500 parishioners, 
especially when he said 
assured him he 
.poses no risk to children. 

"To receive that kind of sup· 
port, it was overwhelming," 
Calicott said afterward. 

Many members of the congre­
gation said they doubted the 
abuse allegations against Calicott 
and believe he needs no forgive· 
ness. 

Edie Thompson, 53, standing 
with her 5-year-old and 4-year-old 
grandsons, said she had no doubt 

APphc 

The Rev. John Calicott (left) prepares to sign a new covenant Sunde 
before resuming his pastorate at Holy Angels Church. Raising a fist i 
support of the reinstated minister is parishioner Jonathan McClure. 

about Calicott's character. 

"I would trust him any day 
with them," she said, touching 
the children on their heads. "I be­
lieve in the man." 

Two men told the Chicago 
Archdiocese in March 1994 that 
they had been molested by 
Calicott in 1976, when they were 
teenagers and he was an associate 
pastor at · St. Ailbe Catholic 
Church in Chicago. 

In April 1994, Calicott was 
laced on administrative leave 

w · e the alleged sexual miscon­
duct was investigated. 

Calicott defiantly said Sunday 
he never admitted being a child 
molester or a pedophile, only that 
"something occWTed that should 
not have occurred." 

The archdiocese has suspended 
more than 20 priests for sexual 
misconduct and has a written 
policy barring them from return­
ing to their pastorates, said Maria 
Salemi, a spokeswoman for Cardi­
nal Joseph Bernardin. 

But Bernardin made an excep· 
tion to the rule for Calicott be­
cause of his overwhelming popu· 
~and 
- that reported Calicott is not 
a "sexual predator" and poses no 

threat to children, Salemi said. 
"When the original policy (o 

sexual abuse) was established i 
1992, it wasn't envisioned that 
pruish .would want a priest bac 
after admitting to this kind ( 
misconduct," Salemi said Frida· 
"In this case, parish leaders and. 
significant number of parishione1 
and st.:hool parents actively su1 
ported his return." 

Frank Valcour, medical dire. 

l
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said som 
priests with sexual disorders ha\ 
returned to ministries under sim 
Jar monitoring programs, but th 
number is small. 

Calicott fought back tears ash 
recounted his anger and depret 
sion during his time away fror 
Holy Angels, asking the congreg< 
tion to pray that his anger be n 
moved. He acknowledged thi; 
some parents might never trm 
him and said later that he begru 
to fear children during his sm 
pension. 
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In Misconduct 
Case Returns 
BY MICHELLE CAMPBELL 
STAFF WRITER 

AB hundreds of jubilant parish­
ioners cheered, the Rev. John Ca­
licott was reinstated Sunday as 
pastor of Holy Angels Church-18 
months after he was removed by 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Chicago for alleged sexual mis­
conduct involving two young boys. 

Tears streamed down the faces 
of women, men and children as 
they joined hands and sang, show­
ing support for Calicott as he read 
a prepared, archdiocese-approved 
covenant. 

In it, he asked for forgiveness 
and swore "always to have anoth­
er responsible adult present when­
ever I am in the presence of a 
minor." 

After the covenant was read, 
Bishop George Murry draped Ca­
licott with the Kente cloth priest­
hood stole he had been stripped of 
months ago. Dozens of people 
thronged forward to embrace the 
priest, giving him long-stemmed 
red roses and a balloon that read, 
"It's your day." 

Calicott declared: "I am not a 
pedophile, ephebophile or a risk 
to children. 

"I decided to accept the terms 
in this covenant so I can return to 
my ministry and be about the 
business of teaching God's word." 

Calicott delivered a 11;, -hour 
sermon devoted almost entirely to 
the allegations. He told his con­
gregation he harbors Mger against 
the church that is not "healthy, 
positive~·ve'' because 
of the eir limbo oi waiting 
to he reinstate . 

"I'm angr\· because of what I've 
~one through. I've i:iven a prepon-

derance of evidence saying I'm not" 
a risk to children. I don't under­
stand the inner workinp of why 
this has taken so long.' 

The reinstatement of Calicott, 
48, who the aichdiocese said has 
admitted to being involved in sex· 
ual misconduct in 1976 at another 
parish, is the first exception to a 
strict archdiocesan policy adopted 
in 1991 by Joseph Cardinal Ber­
nardin, who said he would "never 
again return such a priest to a 
parish," Maria Salemi, archdio· 
cese spokeswoman, said Sunday. 

She said Calicott, who has been 
on administrntive leave since 
April. 1994, was ailowed to return 
to the South Side parish because 
there have been no other allega­
tions of sexual misconduct involv­
ing minors in the last ! 9 years. 

CHICAGO SUN·TIMES, MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1995 . . - . .:. ' : ~ : " " . ' . . 

LEFT: The Rev. John Calicott celebrates mass Sunday at Holy Angels Church, 607 E. Oakwooc, after 
his reinstatement as pastor. ABOVE: Parishioners demonstrate their support for Callcott, who had 
been suspended by the archdiocese 18 months ago amid allegations of sexual misconduct. 

The reinstatement also comes 
with the approval of a majority of 
his parishioners and a special 
archdiocese review board. 

Calicott described the case of 
sexual misbehavior as minor but 
wouldn't elaborate. When asked, 
he refused to say whether sexual 
intercourse took place. 

A "parent who spanks their 
child" should not be lumped to­
gether with a parent who "burns 
their child with cigarettes and 
does other terrible things," he 
.said. 

Calicott said 

... and then. after all that, 
I looked nt them and said, 'You 
are telling me what 1 told you 
when 1 first got here-that l"m 

not a risk to children.' I wanted to 
smack someone. I truly did." 

Salemi said she couldn't com­
ment on Calicott's remarks but 
expressed surprise that he had 
been so openly angry. 

To remain as head of the South 
Side parish at 607 E. Oakwood, 
Calicott must comply with several 
restrictions, Salemi said. 

Another priest will accompany 
him whenever he comes into con­
tact with children. He also will 

for however long 
ts eemed necessary by the review 
board. 

In addition, members of the 
parish will be trained to monitor 
him. Calicott, who welcomed his 
congregation to watch him closely, 
said there's nothing more he can 
do to gain back the trust of par­
ents. 

"When one has done all that is 
humanly possible to gain a per­
son's trust. and still they don't 
trust, there's little else one can do 
except say, 'I'm sorry you don't 
trust me,' " he said. 

c.1icott said he has asked that 

phone numbers of three high­
ranking church officials be printed 
each week in the church bulletin, 
so "if you see me doing anything 
to hurt .a child-you call them. 
You'll be a card-carrying watch­
er." 

About 10 members of the Survi­
vors Network of those Abused by 
Priests (SNAP), a national organi· 
zation based in Chicago, picketed 
the church to remind parishioners 
that "children cannot protect 
themselves." 

"I think it's a mistake to bring 
him back," said Barba:a Blaine. 
SNAP president. "In the past, 
when priests have been put back 
and promised to not be alone with 
a minor, they've violated." 

But most of the 500 or so pa­
rishioners at Holy Angels on Sun­
day could not contain their joy. 

"I'm elated that he's back.'' said 
choir member SherriU Delerme of 
Chicago. "This is the happiest day 
of my life. I totally disagree that 
he should have to be watched 
whenever he's around children. 
He's not in prison." 
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Parish in Chicago Welcomes Back Priest Accused of Abuse 
CHICAGO, Oct. 16 (AP) - A Ro­

·man Catholic priest who was sus­
pended 18 months aga after he was 
accused of molesting two boys re­
turned to his church on Sunday and 
asked for forgive·ness from parishio­
ners,~ who greeted his return with 
enthusiasm and applause. 

The priest, the Rev. John Calicott, 
signed a covenant with his congrega­
tion at Holy Angels Church, agreeing 
to be monitored by an adult when­
ever he is with children. 

Father Calicott, 48, is the first 
priest in Chicago, and one of the first 
in the nation, known to have been 
reinstated· after a suspension result-. 

ing from accusations of sexual mis-
conduct. / 

A few members of a support group 
for people abused by priests protest­
ed his return quietly outside the· 
church, on the city's South Side. 
Some parishioners demonstrated 
their opposition by not attending the· 
reinstatement. · 

Two men told the Chicago Archdi­
ocese in March 1994 that they had 

. been molested by Father Calicott in 
1976 when they were teen-agers and 
he was an associate pastor at St. 
Ailbe Catholic Church. 

At a noon Mass on .Sunday, Father 
Calicott recounted his "hellish lim-

A homily repeatedly 
ir~terrupted by · · 
·standing ovations. 

Father Calicott sai that e was 
not a child molester or a pedophile, 
but that "something occurred that 

should not have occurred.:' 
Father·calicott's houriong homily 

was repeatedly :interrupted by 
standing ovations from the more 
than 500 parishione~s in attendance. 

"You . get ordained because yo~; 
want to serve people, to transmit the.' 
word of the Lord," he said after the 
service. "To receive that kind of 
support, it was overwhelming." 

The archdiocese has suspended 
more than 20 priests after accusa­
tions of sexual misconduct and has a· 
written policy barring them from 
returning to their pastorates, said 
Maria Salemi, a spokeswoman for 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, the 
Archbishop of Chicago. · · 

She said Cardinal Bernardin made 
an exception because of. Father Cali-

. ico·t·t··s·o·vlielilrwiiiiheillmiiiiiiinlglpoilpiularit y and 
• •• that con­

cluded he was not a "sexual preda­
tor" and posed no threat. 

The two men who accused Father : 
Calicott also supported his return to 
the parish, she said. 

Frank Valcour, medical director 
of St. Luke Institute, said only a few 
priests with sexual disorders had 
returned to ministries, ail under 
monitoring programs similar to the 
one for Father Calicott. 

Many members of the cong'rega-· 
tion said on Sunday that they doubt­
ed the abuse accusations against the 
priest and believed he needed no 
forgiveness. · · 

Edie Thompson, 53, who came .to 
the Mass with her 5-year-old and 4-
year-old gran?sol'\S, said she had no 
doubt about Father Calicott's char­
acter. "I ·would trust him any day 
with them," she said, touching the · 
children on their heads. "I believe in 
the man." · 
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Chicago Church Welcomes· 
Priest Accused of Sex Abuse 

. -. 
I 

/Ji'/. Ttl11f'J. to-n-f.s- . 
CHICAGO, Oct. 16 (AP) - A Ro- · that he posed no risk to children.· 

man Catholic priest who was sus- Father Calicott's hourlong homily 
pended 18 months ago after he was was repeatedly interrupted by :,: 
accused of molesting two boys re- standing ovations from the more ... 
turned to his church on Sunday and than 500 parishioners in attendance. 
asked for forgiveness from parishio- 14 You get ordained because you .... 

1 ners, who gr(!eted his return with want to serve people, to transmit the '' 
enthusiasm and applause. word of the Lord," he said after the .::. 

The priest, the Rev. John Calicott, service. "To receive that kind or ·;:: 
signed a covenant with his congrega- support, it was overwhelming." ..... 
tion at Holy Angels Church, agreeing The archdiocese has suspended ;;: 
to be monitored by an adult when- more than 20 priests after accusa- ... 
ever he is with children. tlons of sexual misconduct ·and has a · '.,; 

Father Calicott, 48, is the first written policy barring them from .:~ 
p~iest in Chicago, and one of the first returning to their pastorates, said '" 
in the nation, known to have been Maria Salemi, a spokeswoman for ., 
reinstated after a suspension result- Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, the · -
ing from accusations of sexual mis- Archbishop·of Chicago. "' 
conduct. · 

A few members of a support group 
for people abused by priests protest­
ed his return quietly outside the 
church, on the city's South Side. 
Some parishioners demonstrated 
their opposition by not attending the 
reinstatement. 

Two men told the Chicago Archdi­
ocese in March 1994 that they had 
been molested by Father Calicott In 
1976 when they were teen-agers and 
he was an associate pastor at St. 
Ailbe Catholic Church. 

At a noon Mass on Sunday, Father 
Calicott recounted his "helllsh lim­
bo," when he was placed on leave a 
month after· the a'ccusations were 

She said Cardinal Bernardin made 
an exception because of Father Cali- -
colt's overwhelming popularity and 
~~~·······that COO• .:" 
eluded he was not a "sexual preda- _;:.; 
tor" and posed no threat. ::~ 

The two men who accused Father 
Calicott also supported his return to , . 
the parish, she said. 

Frank Valcour, medical director ,a 
of St. Luke Institute, said only a few r. 
priests with sexual disorders had 
returned to ministries, all under ,~ 
monitoring prog'rarris similar to the ~ 
one for Father Calicott 

Many members of the congrega­
tion said on Sunday that they- doubt­
ed the abuse accusations against the 
priest and believed he ·needed no , 
forgiveness. · · ~; 

Edie Thompson, ·53, who came to 
Father Calicott said· that he was the Mass with her 5-year-old and 4- -· 

· not a child molester or a pedophile, ·year-old grandsons, said she had no 
but that "something occurred that doubt about Father Calicott's char· 
should not have occurred." acter .. "I would trust him any day 

He told the congregation he was ·with them," she said, touching· the 
overjoyed about being allowed to re- children on their heads. "I believe In 
turn and said - assured him the man." 

i 

I 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. Robert Miller 
Holy Angels Church 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

607 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear Bob, 

October 17, 1995 

At this juncture, I hope some of the understandable furor is 
dying down. I know many people are excited about John's return 
to the parish and that's a good thing. But I also know that 
there is always the negative feedback as well. 

My reason for writing is just to thank you for what you have 
done over the past few months. You stepped into an extremely 
difficult situation and have handled it with delicacy and 
understanding. I don't know how grateful other people are but I 
am very thankful to you because I know the difficulty of your 
position throughout those months. 

rt is not always easy when you ask men to take on such a 
task. I can always understand a guy refusing to do it. I'm not 
so sure I would have had the courage to accept as you did. 

My hope and prayer now is that things may settle down at 
Holy Angels and that John and the people can get on with their 
lives in a fresh and healthy way. 

I also hope that as you move on now in your priesthood, your 
service will be even more productive and more~ generous. If there 
is any way that I or Dan Coughlin can help in that transition, 
please let us know. Again, thank you from a lot of people. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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ST. ETHELREDA CHURCH 
8754 S. PAULINA ST. 

CHICAGO, IL. 60620 

238-6118 
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THE DIOCESE OF CHARLESTON 

Rev. Thomas Paprocki, Chancellor 
The Pastoral Center 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Father Paprocki: 

October 18, 1995 

Enclosed is a copy of an article which appeared in The State newspaper, the Columbia, 
S.C. daily, on Monday, October 16. I hope the coverage in.Chicago was just as positive. Thank 
you for the copy of the statement and covenant servi~e; both were well done and quite 
impressive. 

It ~as good seeing you last week. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 

-Encs. 

cc: Rev. Msgr. V.G. 

·.·:. c 

- . (.;: 

Office of Communicaliom; and Information 

119 Broad Street • Charleston, South Carolina 29401 
P.O. Box 818 • Charleston, South Carolina 29402 • Phone (803)724-8375 • FAX (803)724-8368 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Post Office Boll 1979 
Chicago, Illinois ll0690-1979 

MEETING REGARDING REV. JOHN CALICOTT: OCTOBER 18, 1995 
(10:00 a.m.-Noon) 

PRESENT: Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Admin. 
Bishop Raymond Goedert 
Bishop George Murry 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 

ALSO PRESENT (11:00 a.m.-Noon): Rev. John Calicott 

=================================================================== 
(1) Violation of Protocol last Thursday. 

(2) Failed to follow Cardinal's request not to use occasion to 
vent anger, etc. 

(3) How can that parish be an objective monitor in the light of 
all this? 

(4) He has made the process very difficult for other priests who 
wish to return to ministry. 

(5) He considered - "frustrating and degrading." 

~
Oprah 

(6) Future media contacts? Gumbel 
Newspapers-Galloway 

=================================================================== 
COMMENTS 

(1) B.C. - addressed violation of protocol - she has to report it. 
J.C. - you told me to leave and I left 

I thought I could be there but not to function 
sacramentally until Sunday. 

(2) B.C. - addressed anger issue 
G.M. - read statement of Cardinal of 8/18/95 
J.C. - Everyone knows I am angry 

- I was telling the people that my anger and your 
(parishioner's) anger is not good and please help me 
and yourselves to rid ourselves of it. 

- I tried to reply in my sermon to every question media 
might raise. It worked - media had no questions. I 
felt I dealt with it in a spiritual way and the people 
reacted in an appropriate way. 
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- I did not say some of the things stated in the media. 
- I was against going to the press and I am livid at them 

too. Many of their comments were not accurate. My 
parishioners are angry at the media, too. 

- the press conference was no more than 15 or 20 minutes 
- "hellish limbo" - J.C. says he never said that - at 

least not without context 
- I was acknowledging my anger and theirs and said we 

have to rid ourselves of it. 
- I never said 11 minor 11 

- and no reporter ever asked about 
"intercourse" - and the quote about spanking, etc. is 
again not completely accurate and out of context - I 
said putting cigarettes to child - that's sickness. 

B.C. - asked were you serious about the covenant, do you 
believe in it, were you really asking for forgiveness? 

J.C. - I realize some of the Review Board think I am not sorry 
enough, that I don't feel guilty - J.C. at this point 
broke down. Expressed real guilt, sorrow. I've gone 
through too much pain and too much hurt and it angers 
me that the Review Board still questions me. 

(3} B.C. - stressed the importance of protocol 
J.C. - said he has every intention of following the protocol 

- has no intention of dealing with the press - he is so 
livid. 

- I never said was 
"humiliating" - I wanted them to know it was very 
thorough and rigorous. It was rough - the point was 
children were not at risk·- this was not a shabby 
procedure. 
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Bishop Murry's Impressions of Ceremony at Holy Angels 10-15-95: 

(Notes from Oct. 18, 1995 Meeting): 

- 4 hour ceremony - stayed for 2 hrs. 

- left at the Offertory. 

- hateful stares/comments 

- enormous among of anger at AOC; never should have been 
removed, anger from John Calicott 

- anger at the Church 

- someone else's fault 

- down-playing of the events, criticizing of the media, "admitted 
I do not remember." 

- Admittance/acknowledgement - both the same. 

- He didn't admit - just allegations 

- Profound lack of gratitude 

- We were wrong - he deserved it. 
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NOTES ON PFR-13: 10-18-95 

- Violation of protocol on 10/12/95 - "flat out", "response" 

Bishop George Murry John Calicott did not follow the 
Cardinal's request not to express anger over the AOC, Review Board 
or the process. 

- Statements read in the parish. 

Is the parish objective enough to monitor John Calicott? 

- Implications of his actions? for other priests? 

Board: 1) did not want to go to the press; 2) livid -
misquoted; 3) down-playing of the events "sexual misconduct", lack 
of gratitude 
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Telephone Message for Cardinal Bernardin, 

October 19, 1995 

Earl Lewis, Director of Memorial Ministries for Indigent Persons 
in Chicago, Illinois (312) 236-4548, called today to say that he 
supports your decision to re-instate Father Calicott. 

He is also glad that you are feeling better. 

Joanna 
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[HOLY ANGELS CATHOLIC CHURCH] 
(607 Oakwood Blvd • Chicago, Ill. 60653 • (312) 624-5375] 

(Rev. John Calicott • Pastor] 
(Rev. Robert J. Miller • Temporary Administrator] 

October 19, 1995 

Dear Pat, 

Greetings! I just wanted to send you a brief note to thank you for 
your letter to me recently. I appreciate your thoughtfulness in that 
gesture having been a priest for 19 years, I have too often seen how we 
do not support or express appreciation of one another (both in religious 
orders, where I was a Redemptorist, or in diocesan life). So, I was 
grateful for the time and sentiments you expressed. 

It has indeed been a challenging time these past 3 months .•. it is 
not quite over yet unfortunately as some of the media are still caught 
up with the story (namely the Oprah Winfrey Show, which will air Monday 
Oct. 23). It will be great to just put this behind us completely and move 
on with life in the parish, which certainly needs much attention in and by 
itself. I know there will continue to be some uncertainty and even 
questions raised by individuals, but having the majority of the people of 
the parish behind John helps greatly. 

As for myself, I hope to be staying on at Holy Angels for a while 
longer at least to aid in the transition and other parish affairs. John and 
I seem to have established a good working relationship thus far, and my 
being there full-time (I have been living at St. Joachim up until now) will 
be helpful. I personally feel positive about that, not "stressed out" or 
burdened, so if things continue to work out positively there, maybe I'll be 
at Holy Angels longer than anyone (including myself!) expected. 

Again thanks for your letter ... I know we ha.ve probably met somewhere 
along the line in my 5+ years of working here on the southside, although I 
can't recall it now. Blessings on your work and ministry, and I hope our 
paths cross soon so we can meet more informally. 

In the peace of the Lord, 

M;uid, 

AOC 010649 



10/20/1995 16:36 3126069215 WSEP PAGE 02 

~ Jfofy 7/nyels Church ,• 

607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
ChiclLgo. Illinois 606S3 

(312) 624-5375 
Fr. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

OCTOBER 19 1995 

TO: OPRAH WINFREY AND THE HARPO STUDIO STAFF 

We, the Pastoral Council of Holy Angels thank you for your invitation to participate on the 
Oprah Winfrey Show. However, we respectfully decline to attend. 

Upon entering into a covenant with Fr. Calicott confirming his return, we feel this issue is 
closed. Therefore, all questions regarding Fr. Calicott's return to Holy Angels should be 
forwarded to the Archdiocese's Communication Office. 

c:r.:: Chicago Archdi.ocesan Communications Office 
Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review Board 
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Priest's return and anger 
at church draws reaction 
By Jay Copp 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

The return of Father John Calicott 
to Holy Angels Church can be­
come a powerful, grace-filled ex­
perience ·in which both he and his 
parishioners can grow spiritually, 
said a Chicago priest-ethicist. 

But Passionist Father Paul 
Wadell, a professor of Christian 
ethics at the Catholic Theological 
Union, said he was surprised and 
concerned that Calicott expressed 
.anger at the church instead of 
being grateful~-----

"It seemed like he was saying 
he was a victim oJ_injustice on 
the pan of the church, and that 
doesn't seem true," he told The 
New World.· "I almost"1l~ve to 
raise the question if he's come to 
grips with what has happened." 

Calicott, removed as pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish in 1994 after 
allegations of sexual misconduct 
with minors. was reinstated by the 
Chicago Archdiocese on Oct. 15. 
Diocesan officials said he was not 
a risk to children and would be 
closely supervised; 

Calicott sharply criticized the 
church for delaying his return dur­
ing his sermon at a Mass marking 
his reinstatement. After the Mass 
Calicott reportedly described his 
misconduct as minor. 

ritinfY concern for the nrivncv 

of his accusers, Calicott declined Wadell said Calicott's anger at 
to talk funher about the incidents. the church on such an occasion 
But parishioners familiar with the was disturbing. 
incidents insisted Calicott is not a "I expected he would have a 
pedophile or molester. ' sense of humility and. contrition, 

The misconduct occurred in that he would talk about a life of 
1976 when Calicott, no~ 48, was· - service and say he prizes his new 
at St. Ailbe Parish. stan," Wadell said. "To me there · 

His return to Holy Angels was was too much a polemical tone." 
generally welcomed by parish- . Calicott did not return ·phone 
ioners, as well as by the two per- · calls to The New World. 
sons (th<';n teen-agers) with whom ·Wadell added that reconciliation 
he had engaged in misconduct. could be achieved by means other 
But opposing the move were than reinstatement. 
some parishioners and groups like "Reconciliation doesn't neces­
Survivors Net.work of those sarily mean a perso~ gets back the 
Abused by Priests. position he had before trust was 

The ·intended reconciliation of . broken. Reintegration into the. 
Calicott and his parishioners is community doesn't mean taking 
·praisewonhy, said Wadell. the same place in the community." 

"Reconciliation aims at a new Others in the archdiocese of-
way of life, a new understanding · fered their suppon of Calicott ·and 

·of God's grace and our own backed his reinstatement. 
·human frailty," said Wadell. "It's Father Larry Dowling, head of 
attheheartofourfaith.Christian- the Association of Chicago 
ity is a religion of rebinh." priests, said, "It's a gutsy move on 

Reconciliation is not a moment, the part of the diocese. [Forgive­
but a process in which both sides ness] is what we're supposed to 
must participate, said Wadell. The be all about. · 
sinner must be honest about his "The church is not taking a 
offense arid reflect oil its signifi- chance," said Dowling, associate 
cance. pastor at St. James Parish in Ar-

During the Mass Calicott en- lington Heights. "Obviously so~e 
tered into a covenant with parish- people, including priests, fit the 
ioners asking for their forgiveness pattern of a pedophile. I'm sure 
and promising noi to be alone you_ can't make that judgment 
with children -without an adult . about Father Calicott." 
nresent. Father Michael Nallen of St. 

Father John Calicott hugs a worshiper during the sign of peace at the 
Mass at _Holy Angels Church Oct. 15 marking his reinstatement as pas­
tor. New Wor!G'Jack Spratt 

Joseph Parish in Homewood, who 
has a priest-friend who was re- · 
moved from a parish after allega­
tions of sexual misconduct, said 
he understands Calicott's anger. 

"This happened 20 years ago. 
Who hasn't committed sins in his 
past?" he said. "They held him 
out from his parish for a long 
time, and he went through all the 
programs they asked." 

said he was not· a si g­
nificant risk to children. 

James Walter, a professor of 
. Christian ethics at Loyola Univer­
sity, said until more details are 
known about the.misconduct inci­
dents it's hard to judge the appro-

priateness of Calicott's reinstate­
ment. "I don't know if it's a good 
move or a bad one. We don't 
know the circumstances surround­
ing Father Calicott," he said. 

Calic9tt requested his return by 
petitioning an archdiocesan review 
board, and other priests removed 
after allegations of seJtual miscon­
duct can also request reinstate­
ment, said Bob Quakenbush, a 
spokesperson for the archdiocese. 

But the archdiocesan policy on 
priests who _engaged in sexual 
·misconduct with minors is not to 
return them to ministry with ac­
cess to minors. An exception was 
made in Calicott's case because of 
the length of time since· the mis­
conduct and other circumstances, 
said archdiocesan officials. 
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Pastor's return 
after 'misc.onduct'':'":: 
troubles counselor~·~" 

A 
church, Gary Schoener was , ~ 
saying, should be the safest . ,, "" 
place on Earth. That's why the 
site of worship is a sanctuary. _,.., 
It's sacied, a haven. But this " ' 

came at the end of the conversation . 
. You'd gone to the office Saturday 
morning to attend to the mail that had ::;" 
piled up while you and a colleague 
worked late on a story. 

The phone rang, and it was Schoener, 
one of the experts you'd tried to reach the' 
day before. He'd been out of town and . 
was returning calls. Too bad, you said, "" 
the deadline's passed. ·" 

He asked about the story, and you lald "~ 
it out (regular Tribune readers can skip ·n•: 
four paragraphs): , .. ~ 

After being confronted some 18 months·' 
ago by officials of Chicago's Roman · · 
Catholic Archdiocese, Rev. John calicott,'~~ 
the popular pastor of Holy Angels 

On religion 
Paul Galloway tlFtOuAJr;::- (c.·c<:>~p~ 

Church, a vital spiritual beacon on the ,.,.. 
South Side, had "acknowledged sexual "''.'. 
misconduct" with two male teenagers in ,.;, 
1976 at another.parish . 

. Removed as pastor, Calicott 

On Oct. 12, the archdiocese a1U1ounced ···' 
that Cardinal Jo~eph Bernardin would · ~ 
follow the recommendation of his .'.'.'.'. 
Professional Fitness Review Board and -~-" 
reinstate Calicott as Holy Angels pastor,···· 
thus making him an exception to the --• 
policy barring priests who'd committed ·:::'. 
sexual offenses from parish ministry. 

Why? indicated 
Calicott didn't "pose a significant risk lei·" 
children" ; "" 
another priest would always be present 
when he was with kids; lhe parish 
wanted him back; and those whom he 
"abused" had "strongly supported" 
reinstatement. 

In reporting the story, you were struck. 
by the affection so many parishioners felt: 

. for Calicott, his intent lo ask for 
forgiveness and the redemptive faith of :::'. 
his superiors. You were also disturbed by-. 
Ute story, worried about what could .,,.,, 
happen, eager to write about something 
else. 

You recalled the words of Dr. James 
Pedigo, chief psychiatrist of a ··· 
Phlladelphia treatment center for sexual''.' 
offenders and victims: "Bernardin, it ··· 
seems to me, is really taking a risk." 

Then you began listening to Schoener<:.; 
who was brimming with misgivings. As 
executive director of the Walk-Jn 
Counseling Center in Minneapolis, he's "" 
counseled scores of pastors accused of 
sexual offenses. Soon you were taking 
notes and planning to put some of his 
thoughts in a column. Such as: 

Monitors: "Why would you have that ... 
kind of visible scrutiny and still have 
him be a priest? That's bizarre. If the 
monitor's a fellow priest, where do his 
loyalties lie? Priests are on duty 24 hour~. 
a day. How will this work?" 

/o: T'bh/\ 
fY'-vft.1 : ~'-

VICtlm Interviews: '.'Most treatnieht :.c.:·~,,: 
pro~s talk 'oruy to offenders; but• .• <;; ::~. ; 
victims. are essential in providing detalls,7.''. 
.about.a relatlonshlp;·emotl(Jmil cl0seness•i1.: · 
what led to tl1e'8exual act; what WM'iialdf-i 'I 

.. before and '8.ner: They also often hilve . ···~; l 
ideas about other vlctlmS.''Aild offenden"..~i·• 

.-.tend to Ile or shade the truth. Even'those:'-:• 
·who try to be honest wlll'make '" 1,,, ""' ,, 

··,themselves look better through: . '1 ' ! 1 ,, , : 

. rationalization and self-editing; It's not: """0 
lntentlonalAll of us are geared that .. ,.:11 

· wa,y." (The mediCal directcir'?' ftf:~ -.ii& 

._. v1&2 lnlerylews w.e~:rare Rhd)ieve'r § 
_solicited by staff.),:,, :'i)'I• .'~-'' ._;i::1.~~n,.,.... 

· :_, Data' ·gatllerlrig':'';*1e'sfi/iffiil·'.iiis~J~S 
will mvariably concfuct lritervlewS; ·'and -
they're, not equipped to do it Some onen=:; 
have trouble even talking about seX: Bu~ 
as far as what a therapistrequlres, Iioll!z::: 
and lawyer5 are,Jtist as bad.';'··,; "if/)i'~ -­
Vague' descriptions: .,_o d~~cri~·- ; ' 

= ·so~e~µtg ~ .'sexual: miSCohdu'ct~:is ~ i ·: :; ~ 
meanlrigless and potentlillly haniiM It :i'• 
leads to the worst of specuiatlonS. What " 
exactly went on? Touching? ~1 l.-':•!kJ:. ,._ ·1lf 1 

' Masturbation? Oral sex? Dlstlrictlons· ara/ · 
· crucial There's .a· big difference between" 
, fondling and ariaJ. Intercourse.''' ··':' '· · :v. 
. whiie so~e parentil cir~itn~~ .. in'the :: ' 

, ,'Parish'.:ichool expressed opposition fo hi~;'. ·l 
, return, Calicott was· warmly welcomed to.;·, 
the pulpit Sunday. And while he asked "

1 l 
foLforgiveness, he also spoke of his ail~ 

. toward the archdiocese' for removing. hln/i; i 
', : ·And he inaiscrlmlilatety slamm~ ·~~ .!: J 

news media for suggesting he ·was a . • ·; , ;;• 71 
pedophile.'' , . · ,,; .. , · ::1·1-• ,:.-!• 
, Yet neither'the'word not•ahy"silch~:. :, 0

:: • 

, lntlmat~on appeared In Trlbune'artlci~ :H. 
:about ~1s return;.and•"pedophlle'.~·:" •N ••.o 1 

appeared orice·1n lite Sun-Times" front: .::di 
page_story,:used by·Caucok:~":' ;Lw;.', :1~·:1 

· · . Also' on Sunday; CaJlcott ;;:;;!~: /·1,!~<i'~-· i~P•l·j 
that something that, should not hllve '""• .: / cl 

. ?~c~ ~id occur!~·1/·: . 1 ·,;·t··~~;.:·fr ;~~:~~·f·.~;H~1 t. 
, ·1 Said Schoener.on Monday:::'He seems •1 !f· 

·to be downplaylng.hlii".olfense'. IC.there's ::· ·: 
.,, anything sexual co1U11ictlid ·wtth'iils'"""' ·l!.l"1: 
, misconduct, then his statement8 'on'·!~o1.li I~~ '. Sunday are greatly froubling" ' '"· '1) ? ''"!( 

· .. You hope for the.ties! · :-_ ·i.I •iH~l!r~ :H 
i,:'.' , .' ':'(·1 • ·:. ~-f"l:~:J.:.:: i\;:~ 
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Chicago, IL 60602 

!Fax Cover Sheet RUSH RUSH 

DA TE: October 20, 1995 

TO: Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review Board 

FROM: PHONE: 
FAX: 

PHONE: 312-751-8200 
FAX: 312-751-5279 

RE: Oprah Winfrey Show - October 23, 1995 

Number of pages Including cover sheet: 2 

THIS IS WHAT HOLY ANGELS SENT TO HARPO PRODUCTIONS 

As we discussed, here is a copy of Holy Angel Pastoral Council's official 
statement for Monday's show. If you have any questions you wish me to clarify, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. If your questions are regarding the show, 
please refer to our statement 

Thank You 
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HOLY ANGELS PAGE 02 

.;,... 

r am deeply disturbed by the confusion created by various press 
reports regarding my reinstatement to the pastorate of Holy Angels' 
church and I wish to be very succinct and clear about the 
following: 
1. I acknowledge my involvement in sexual misconduct with minors 19 
years ago. 
2. I acknowledge that 

has indicated that I am not a pedophile, ephebophile or 
significant risk to children. 
It 'Was with this knowledge that I requested reinstatement as pastor 
of Holy Angels' church. 
The past year and one half has been difficult, arduous and, quite 
often, deeply painful. I am obviously elated and enthusiastic that 
it has culminated with my being able to return to that ministry to 
which I feel God has called me and to which I committed myself over 
twenty years ago. 
~ed that 
~has indicated that I am not a pedophile, ephebophile or 
significant risk to children and, thus, validated my own internal 
sense regarding this matter. 
I wish to thank the Cardinal Archbishop of Chicago, Joseph Cardinal 
aernardin, and the Professional Fitness R.eview Board for their 
diligent attention to the protection of children, as well as their 
diligent attention to my own pastoral care. 
I wieh also to thank my family members who not for a micro-second 
have wavered. My mother, my brother and sister and their families, 
my many nephews and nieces and, indeed, great nephews and nieces 
have just been an inexpressible source of strength during this 
ordeal. I very much love each and every one of them. 
And, finally, I wish to acknowledge in a most especial way my 
membership at Holy Angels' Church. Not only would they not let the 
Archdiocese forget their concern for me, they would not al low me to 
forget their concern for me. To their concern I must add that of 
the membership at Holy Name of Mary, and the many others, Catholic 
an.d non-Catholic, who have supported and sustained me by a prayer, 
by· a word, by a simple look. 
-r very much look forward to continuing my ministry. 

R.ev. John W. Calicott 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/20/1995 

REPORTS: (10/20/95) 

1. Jolin Calicott '74: The Cardinal has agreed to return John to active ministry as 
pastor of Holy Angels officially on October 15 with the signing of a covenant at 
the parish within the context of a parish liturgy. 

2. 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/20/1995 

3. John McNalis '76: John [Associate Pastor] at Immaculate Heart of Mary) 
contacted the Board to express his disagreement with the Cardinal's decision 
to return John Calicott '74 [Pastor of Holy Angels] to full time active ministry. 

4. Robert Miller '76: Bob [former Administrator of Holy Angels] contacted the 
Board to express his concerns regarding the manner in which Fr. Calicott's 
views on his situation were misrepresented in the media. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

7 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/20/1995 

MINUTES 

Meeting: #8 - Fifteenth Board 

Date: October 20, 1995 

Place: Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center 

Present: 
Reverends: Jeremiah M. Boland, Kevin J. Feeney, John M. Collins, 

Joseph J. Kinane, John S. Siemianowski (arriv. 10:30) 

Absent: 
Reverends: Robert E. McLaughlin, Steven W. Patte [On Sabbatical], 

Kenneth J. Velo. 

I Opening Prayer: Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland 10:23 A.M. 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Accepted 4-0-0 

m Reports: 

Page 70 

1. John Calicott '74: The Cardinal has agreed to return John to active ministry 
as pastor of Holy Angels officially 10/15/95 with the signing of a covenant at 
the parish within the context of a parish liturgy. 

2. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/20/1995 

Page 71 

3. John McNalis '76: John [Associate Pastor at Immaculate Heart of Mary] 
contacted the Board to express his disagreement with the Cardinal's decision 
to return John Calicott '74 [Pastor of Holy Angels] to full time active ministry. 

4. Robert Miller '76: Bob [former Administrator of Holy Angels] contacted the 
Board to express his concerns regarding the manner in which John Calicott's 
'74 [Pastor of Holy Angels] views on his situation were misrepresented in the 
media. 

5. 

6. 

2 
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Page 75 
6. 

7. 

D. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/20/1995 

Robert Miller '76: Bob [former administrator of Holy Angels] met with 
Jerry Boland last week to discuss his situation. 

John Calicott '74 [Pastor of Holy Angels] and Bishop 
George Murry [Vicar] have asked Bob to consider remaining at Holy 
Angels for the next several months. Bob is open to this. During this 
time, he would be looking to future placement as a pastor in the 
African-American community. 

6 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 
Date: October 21, 1995 

Re: Review Board Meeting - REVEREND JOHN V. CALICOTT, '74 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

The Board was updated about the return of Father Calicott to Holy 
Angels Parish last Sunday. Concern was expressed about Father Calicott's public 
statements, especially his minimizing of his misconduct, his lack of genuine 
contrition, his expressions of anger, especially after being requested by the 
Cardinal not to do so, and his violation of the protocol by returning to the 
parish on October 12, 1995 before his official return on October 15, 1995. 

Bernadette Connolly reported on the meeting which took place this 
past Wednesday with Father Calicott, attended by Bishop Raymond E. Goedert, 
Bishop George w. Murry, S.J,, Rev. Patrick J, O'Halley, and Bernadette Connolly. 
Bernadette Connolly is to send Father Calicott a written summary of this meeting. 

Also, it was decided that Bernadette Connolly should document any 
future violations of the agreement or protocol by sending a written reprimand to 
Father Calicott, with copies to Cardinal Bernardin and the Review Board. Either 
the Cardinal or the Review Board could initiate a supplementary review in such 
a case. 

Some members of the Board also expressed their concern about the way 
this case has been handled, especially the pressure put on the Board to return 
Father Calicott to the parish. They thought it was not fair that the 
Archdiocese's statement made it sound like the Cardinal responded to a 
recommendation from the Review Board when, in fact, it was the Cardinal who asked 
the Board to return Father Calicott to the Parish. 

The Board requested a meeting with the Cardinal to discuss this case. 

I reminded the Board that the Cardinal had said he would not act 
without the concurrence of the Board. In fact, I told the Board prior to their 
vote that the Cardinal would follow the Board's recommendation either way. 
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DATE: 

MEETING OF THE REVIEW BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(Minutes) 

October 21, 1995 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Bernadette Connolly Thomas Paprocki 

A) Matter of PFR-13 {J.C.): 

1) The Board discussed the transition of J.C.'s return 
to Holy Angels. The Board was very concerned with the following: 

B) 

One, the Administrator reported that J.C. was 
in violation of his protocol on 10/12/95. 
Specifically, J.C. was in his parish without 
the Administrator's permission and without a 
monitor in place. J.C.'s return was scheduled 
for 10/15/95. 

Two, the Board felt that J.C. used his return 
as an occasion to vent his anger when he was 
instructed by Cardinal Bernardin not to do. 

Three, the Board was concerned that J.C. did 
not acknowledge to Holy Angels' parishioners 
that he had engaged in sexual misconduct. 

Four, that there was a real lack of contrition 
from John. The Board instructed that the 
Administrator formally report the violation in 
writing to J.C. and to copy all appropriate 
personnel. 
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C) 

our next meeting is scheduled for November 18, 1995 at 10:00 AM. 
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Church, Peri§hy,§re.Dl~Priest Chance at. Redemption 
I salute Joseph Cardinal Ber- sacrifice and understand· they are lie community of Holy Angels parish · With all due respect tO Calicott, I 

nardin for having the courage to TODAY'S ISSUE exchanging something good for is willing to treat him with compllS- say: pray 
entrust the Rev. John Calicott "something equally yet uniquely sion and forgiveness says something daily, and ask God for forgive~. 
with pastoral responsibilities CALICOTr'S REINSTATEMENT good." about their faith. . . · And pray that your victims v.ill have 
a~ain [news story, Oct. 13}. ers, former prostitutes, former politi- Indeed, one can predict with William Gaudry, Oak Lawn the· courage and the strength to 

The return of Calicott will be . cal insurrectionists, former war crim- unerring accuracy that a bishop effectively live their lives! · . . 
\'iewed with cynicism by those. inals. who knowingly ordains a sour, A Question of Trust Joe T. White South Sh~re 
who still believe the absurd fairy prissy eunuch as a priest has sent · ' 
tule thet Catholic priests-and Yet we don't remember these indi- into the world an accident looking 

Double Standard other ministers-ought to possess viduals for being ''what they were,'' for a place to happen. At best, such As a parishioner at Holy Angels 
8 degree of sanctity that guaran- do we? We remember them for what a priest will develop into a sterile, Church and a 1963 graduate of the 
tees immunity to dysfunctional- they "became." woefully ineffective clerical bu- Holy Angels School, I w~nder if it is The Catholic Church sees fa to 
a.k.a. sinful-behavior. Let there be no debate over the reaucrat. morally correct to reinstate the Rev. reinstate an admitted child-molest-

All one need do to prove that realities of sexual misbehavior by · Calicott has paid a dear price for John Calicott to the parish. · ing priest who will need to be super-
this just isn't so is become more priests: Any misuse of sexuality can- his grievous error. He has the faith Yes, Calicott was active in the vised and not left alone in the 
familiar with biblical history. not be tolerated. and courage to stand before the . community, and yes, he was instru- · company of children: Yet the con-

You will find that among the Paying particular attention to the community and say, "I was wrong mental in helping residents join the cept of women priests sends the 
@reutest servants of God no com- celibate Catholic priesthood, we and I want to try again . ~ . with church. But he has lost my trust. . hierarchy into a tizzy-fit. . ..· 
mandment has gone unbroken. must insist that candidates be more my bishop's, permission and .with I can't condone allowing an adm,it-· .. · J°gucBB we ha-.-en't ~·come_ a long 
You will find former murderers, ~than just resigned to a life of chastj~.: .your permission." _.,; · ,.... , ... . . ted sex abuser in~·a ministry where. ·.way,_baby.'' after all.· ... 
former drunkards, former adulter- ty; .They must.be at peace with the ,._Thefactthatthe Roman Catho~· .he·willha-.'e contact.with children.·.-/ · - · Mury·Sabaiino, Lomba~d. 
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October 23, 1995 

Ms. Oprah Winfrey 
Harpo Productions 
Post Office Box 909715 
Chicag~, Illinois 60690 

Dear Ms. Winfrey: 

After viewing your program concerning the return of Father John W. Calicott to 
Holy Angels Church, I felt compelled to write to you. I am a member of Holy 
Angels parish and I support the return of Father John W. Calicott to the 
ministry. However that is· not the reason I writing to you. The reason that I am 
writing to you is that it is clear that your opinion, the opinion of your particular 
audience recruited for this program, and the opinion of the American public in 
general on the treatment of mental health pathology is neanderthal i.e. 
individuals can be cured of bacterial pathology, viral pathology, but not mental 
pathology. 

As an adult with a sexually abused childhood, your opinions are jaded based 
upon your childhood experiences and not objective. It is also obvious and 
unfortunate that you have not worked out your deyastating personal 
experience of childhood sexual abuse throu h counselin and s chothera 

I believe in the 
efficacy of our mental health professionals as I believe in the efficacy of our 
bacterial and viral health professionals. 

determined that Father Calicott is not a significant danger to children. This word 
"significant" means that there are no guarantees in life. No••••• 

can guarantee the future conduct of anyone. Not even the future 
conduct of themselves. Father Calicott has 
paid and will continue to pay dearly for the rest of his life for the transgression 
committed in his youth. Does anyone wish to be held accountable for 
transgressions committed twenty (20) years ago especially when they have 
lived an exemplary life after that? The answer is academic. 

Cardinal Bernadin is to be applauded and commended for his courageous 
decision in listening to and to the parishioners 
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of Holy Angels Church. Also, your program failed to mention that the 
Cardinal acted upon the recommendation of the Professional Fitness 
Review Board. Membership on the Professional Fitness Review Board is 
only open to those who have been sexually abused by priests. The 
Cardinal is aware that Holy Angels is the center of Afro-centric Catholicism is 
the United States. There are many in the archdiocese that object to this and 
wish to see Holy Angels closed. There would not be this hue and cry over the 
return of Father Calicott as pastor of Holy Angels Church, by people that do not 
belong to this parish- many that are not members of the catholic faith, if this 
were not an Afro-centric catholic parish. 

Ms. Winfrey, I believe that you are a honest woman with journalistic integrity. 
However, I want you to know that certain members of your staff were less that 
honest when they approached Holy Angels parishioners concerning appearing 
on your program. They told us that the purpose for the program would be to 
promote a healing in the parish, the archdiocese and the city. They said that" it 
is so wonderful that Holy Angels parish is willing to accept Father Calicott back 
as its spiritual leader!" I do not believe that you sanction deceiving (tricking) 
individuals, Jenny Jones style, in order to influence them to appear on your 
program. I did not accept an invitation to appear as a member of the audience 
because bitter experience has taught me that some television journalists will 
take license with the truth in order to create a sensational or confrontational 
story setting. 

I am not a member of any official church governing body of the archdiocese or 
Holy Angels Church. I am an individual parishioner of Holy Angels Church 
expressing my personal opinion. I do not wish to impugn your motives for the 
producing a program that amounted to an outright attack on the christian 
judgement and process of forgiveness, healing, reconciliation, redemption and 
restoration by the parishioners of Holy Angels Church. However, I extend to 
you my personal invitation to help us with the process of healing by coming to 
Holy Angels Church and praying with us at a Sunday Mass. Help us with your 
prayers and get to know us as a parish before you continue to cast judgement 
on us and our chosen spiritual leader. God knows that we are going to need all 
the help we can obtain. Just because the parishioners forgave and love Father 
Calicott does not indicate a cavalier attitude concerning placing our children at 
risk, that we do not care for children or that we are an uninformed people. It 
means that we are an understanding and forgiving people. 
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Sincerely, 
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Z3 October 199 5 

His Holiness Pope John Paul II 
Supreme Pontiff 
Apostolic Palace 00120 
Vatican City 
Europe 

Your Holiness: 

FROM THE DESK OF 

I am writing to you today to express my outrage, grave concern and utter disappointment 
with recent events which have taken place within the Archdiocese of Chicago. This disgrace. 
af which I speak, is the recent re-installation of Rev.John W. Calicott to his role as Pastor 
(the image of Christ) in a church (Holy Angels Church. Chicago) where he has reportedly 
molested two young men in the past. 

ihe Catholic Church in America, as you well know, is spiralling out of control with regard to 
the lack of true role models to inspire the laity. As well, the notion of sin ha5 become non­
existent amongst laity and clergy. Attendance continues to drop, financial contributions are 
at an all-time low, vocations to the priesthood continue to plummet, and the spirit of Christ's 
presence amongst both clergy and faithful alike is all but an e.d.inguished flame. 

The recent re-installation of Fr. Calicott, who won't fully admit to having abused children. is a 
sign of the sickness that is pervasive in the U.S. Church. Unfortunately it has reached even 
to those people that we once looked to as leaders. To see a Prince of the Church rY-install a 
reported child molester as a parish priest Is nothing short af a mortal sin. Rather than 
tending the flock. I believe that Cardinal Bemadin has not only left open the gate but has 
placed a wolf amongst the sheep. 

I will not ask how the Church will respond when Fr. Calicott strikes again. At that time, any 
action will be too late. The Archdiocese of Chicago has reportedly spent $9 million on child 
abuse cases amongst clergy since 1991. Since 19801 a Washington newspaper reports that 
the American Church has spent $500 million on child sexual abuse cases. It brings me to 
tears to think af the dollars that M are spending on rehabilitating nonrehiibilitative 
conditions such as pedophilia. Can you image the number of lo~t souls sleeping on the cold 
streets af Chicago, Boston, Los Angeles. Detroit, Washington. Baltimore, and New York that 
could have been clothed, fed, and shelterEd with these dollars. American Catholics are tired of 
throwing away their dollars when their intended use (to assist in establishing the Kingdom of 
God) is being diverted to take care of clergy crimes. With the re-installation of fr. Calicott. we 
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will now potentially be facing a new problem - Church sanctioned crime. 

I sincerely believe that to forgive ls divine yet to forget (and risk the safety of our young 
children) is nothing but unforgivable. 

The Church and America alike need to understand that sexual crimes are crimes against 
humanity. More importantly, they are crimes against the soul. Whether actual rape or ilncit 
fondling takes place is not of concern. What is of concern is the raping of the soul. This 
takes place through abuse of authority and power. I aslc: you to help prevent further crimes 
and the potential soul-raping of the children of Chicago through enforcing the immediate 
removal of Fr. Calicott from his role as parish priest. He is now in that role with im 

archdiocese mooitor (individual in his presence when. he is in th£ presence af children). I ask 
you, If Fr. Calicott is no danger to our little children, then why must we make sure that he is 
monitored? lhe answer is that we know deep in our hearts that we are risking the spiritual, 
emotional, and physical lives of our children by allowing him to practice his ministry. I find 
it astounding that the Catholic Church can deny a woman a priestly vocation for reasons of 
her femaleness yet we can advocau (which is exactly what we are doing in Chicago) the 
priestly vocation of a pedophile. I am sure, in light af this, Jesus weeps. 

Fr. Calicott n££d not be totally banished from the ministry as I believe that he may have a 
more appropriate role. There are many administrative positions in which he may flourish. 
Recognizing this, I plead that you appoint him t.o a position away &om potential victims. 

The victimintiott of the Church is the in thing" in my country as the Church suffers 
daggers and arrows, on a daily basis, from both the print and visual media. The Chicago 
situation has increased attacks on the Church across this country. We, as Catholics and 
Christians, need to reclaim our Church to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and rededicate the 
sanctity and purity of its adions to the Blessed Mother. We need not worlc to destroy the 
Church from within by making continual horriflc policy decisions. The Church was 
admonished for turning its head on the death of 6 million Jews in Germany, Id's not lgno~ 
the spiritul death of our Catholic children by ignoring the crime of clergy-inflicted seJCual 
abuse. 

The moral path is clear if we follow our instincts. I ask you, as the Sua:essor to Peter, to be 
bold enough and courageous enough to take action to save our child~n. As you actively and 
successfully stood up against the Russian threat to Poland, I believe that you also can and 
need to stand up and be heard against clergy-inflicted child abuse. 

I understand that one of your most cherish£d tasks is to re-establish moral order in the 
Unit.ed Stat.es as it has seriously declined over the past 20 years. A5 an American, I can tell 
you that you would gain enonnous rEspect and th£ hearts of millions of both the faithful and 
those that have falfen away from the Church by making a statement on th£ abuse of children 
by the clergy and through rEmoving Fr. Calicott from his parisli priest ro1£ in the Archdiocese 
of Chicago. 

I wish you alf the best in your mission to spread the Word of God and will say a special prayer 
to Our Blessed Virgin (your protector) to keep you safe, healthy, and courageous in your 
Pontificate. 
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Joseph Cardinal Bemadin, Archbishop of Chicago 
William Cardinal Baum. Major Penitentiary of Apostolic Penitentiary (Vatican) 
Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua, Archbishop of Philadelphia 
john Cardinal Carberry, Archbishop-Emeritus of St. Louis 
James Cardinal Hickey, Archbishop af Washington 
William Ca,-dinal Keeler. Archbishop of Baltimore, President - NCCB (Washington) 
john Cardinal Krol, Archbishop-Emeritus of Philadelphia 
Bernard Cardinal Law, Archbishop of Boston 
Roger Cardinal Mahoney, Archbishop of Los Angeles 
Luis Aponte Cardinal Martinez, Archbishop of San Juan, PR 
Adam Cardinal Miada, Archbisliop of Detroit 
john Cardinal O'Connor, Archbishop of New York 
Edmund Cardinal Szoka, Pres. of Prefecture of Economic Affairs - Holy See (Vatican) 
Angelo Cardinal Sodano, Secretary of State (Vatican City) 
Archbishop Agostino Cacclavillan, Papal Nuncio to the United States (Washington} 
Msgr. Dennis Schnurr, General Secretary - National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Rev.John W. Calicott, Pastor· Holy Angels Church, Chicago 
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10/23/95 

Joseph Cardinal Bernadin, 
Archbishop of Chicago. 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Centre, 
155 East Superior, 
Chicago, Illinois, 
60611 

Re: Father John Calicott 

Dear Cardinal Bernadin: 

At a time in the history of the Roman Catholic Church when · 1 expe~ie.~~e. ~he IT19r~I~_ of 
··- -~priesfa dangerOusly- low I l ·n-Eiecf to tell you flo'w ni·uch· I appredatEi your courage I your 

interpretation of the gospel of reconciliation and your leadership recognized in your 
ability to publically reverse, in this instance, your own policy. 
I am also grateful for the challenging covenant into which you have invited the local 
community. Thank you for making all of this public. 

Most especially I am grateful for the vote of confidence your offered your brother in 
the priesthood. 

Diocese of Victoria, B.C. Canada. 

In the meantime, I must uphold my Ideals for perhaps the time will come·, when I shall ,be 
· able to carry them out" 

Anne· Frank, July 15, 1944 
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Cardinal Joseph Bernadin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, Illinois 
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ROBERT A. DAVIS/SUN-TIMES 

The Rev. Lynne Lohr protests Sunday the reinstatement of the Rev. John Calicott as pastor of Holy 
Angels Church. The archdiocese says Calicott admitted sexual misconduct years ago with minors. 

Pickets Scold Bernardin on Priest's Return 
BY NEIL STEINBERG . 
STA~'F WRITER 

. · Joseph Cardinal Bernardin re­
neged on a promise to keep priest.a 
who sexually abuse children away 
from their parishes, according to 
protesters gathered outside the 
cardinal's home Sunday. 

"We oppose the reinstatement 
of Fath.er Calicott," said Tom 
Economus, president of Survivors 
of Clergy Sexual Abuse Linkup, 
Inc. He was referring to the Rev. 
John Calicott, who returned as 
pastor of Holy Angele Church, 607 
E. ·Oakwood, last week although 
the archdiocese said he admitted 

· sexual misconduct with minors 
nearly 20 years ago. 

"We're confused," said Econo­
mus. "Is there a policy or isn't 
there a policy? We want the cardi­
nal to respond." 

He was joined by about a dozen 
other protesters, who carried signs 
reading, "Yes, forgive abusers but 
protect our kids" and "Are Our 
Children Safe With Priest.a?" 

The cardinal came out of his 
mansion at North Avenue and 
State Parkway and briefly spoke 
with the protesters, saying that 
the Calicott deciRion was in keep-­
ing with archdiocesan policy and 

. was appropriate. 
"Decisions need to be made on 

fact.a, not fear or anger, and the 
fact.a in this particular · cnse are 
clear," said the cardinal, acknowl­
edging thnt while _some may dis-

agree with him, he is "confident" 
with the decision. 

In 1991, Bernardin said he 
would never allow priests who sex, 
ually abused children to return to 
their parishes. Last week, a 

spokeswoman for the archdiocese 
said that Calicott, who returned 
with the support of the majority 
of his parish and under conditions 
that he never be alone with a 
child, was -the first exception. 
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Bernardin 
says abuser:. 
. 't . k 1sn. ans .. 
Cardinal def ends 
priest reinstateme11t 
By Tracy Dell'Angela 1o·J3~7;' 

. TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER " 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
.said Sunday he learned some· 
thing surprising that convinced 
him to reinstate a priest who 
admitted sexual misconduct 
with two teenage boys: Not 
every sex abuser is a pedophile 
with a "psychological disorder" 
compelled to victimize children:· 

"This was a monumental deci· 
sion I made, and I did not make 
it lightly," Bernardin said in his 

· first public comments about the 
Oct. 12 reinstatement of Rev. 
John Calicott as pastor of Holy 

· Angels Catholic Church on the 
South Side. "Everything that has 
been done has been done in the 
open. While nothing is ever per· 
feet ... .I remain· confident the~ 
decision was a good one." 

Bemardin's impromptu press 
conference outside his home at 
155.5 N. State Pkwy. was sparked 
by a protest by two abuse sur· 
vivor groups angry about the 
reinstatement. About 20 people 
marched in front of Bernardin's 
house, carrying signs that read, 
"Yes, forgive abusers, but pro· 
tect our kids" and "Catholic 
Pedophile Priests: The Effect on 
U.S. Society." . 

"We need some straight 
answers," said Barbara· Blaine, 
president of Survivors Network 
of those Abused by Priests. 
"People are confused. The car· 

· dinal said he would never reins· 
tate a known pedophile. So until 
the cardinal tells us otherwise, 
we have to assume this policy is 
not ~Qrth the paper it is written 
on." I -------.. 

Priest 
CoN'!'INUED FROM PAGE l· 

las.t Sunday, Calicott railed 
aga~nst t!1e Catholic Church for 
forcmg hun into~ 
•and the media or portrayin 
"liTrri as a "child molester." g 

However indignant such com­
·ments may sound, Bernardin said 
he _does not believe Calicott is 
trymg to minimize what hap. 

" pened. "I'm sure that he is repen-

-- Beniarciin explained ~hy he 
made an exception to his own 
strict policy, which fo~ the past 
three years barred priests who 
committed sexual m~scon~u.ct 
from returning to pansh mm~s- . 
try. But like Calicott, Bernar~m 

. refUsed to answer the crucial 
question that's dogged this very 
public case: Exactly what hap­
pened between Calicott and t~o 
15-year·old boys i~ 1976 while 
Calicott was an assistant pastor. 
at st. Ailbe Catholic Church? 

The victims took their charges 
to the archdiocese in ~a~ch 
1994, and aller an inveshg~tton 
and an admission by Cahcott, 
an archdiocese board recom-
men ed hi moval. 

"I can understand why peop!e 
are upset. But the facts of. th1~ 
situation merited the exception., 
Bernardin said. That doesn t 
mean he doubts whether the 
"sexual misconduct" occu.rred. 
But he said this case convinced 
him that such behavior can. be 
isolated and not "an express.ion 

. of a fundamental psych~logical 
disorder." He said theres ~en 
no other allegations agarnst 
Calicott in the last 19 years, a.nd 
the parish was very supportive 
of his return. . 

. "If I felt there was a real nsk 
to children, I wo~ld n~t have 
done this," Bernardin said. . ' 

. . "We have imposed very st~1ct 
conditions that reduce the ns~ 

. almost to the point where it 
doesn't exist." . 

As part or his ~ 
Calicott agreed t? .......- . 
- and be monitored by a ~­
sponsible adult" whenever he is 
.with children. But d~rmg an 
emotional hotn!lY del~ve~ed to .. 
600 ent.husiashc pansh1rners 

SEE PIUEST' p AGE 2_ 

tant," he said. "He is not ....,.n~ 
~~" . ·~r 

Before Bernardin :emerged th 
. protesters said their goal wiis t~ 

get answers from the cardinal 
· But . when Bernardin walked out 

to his driveway to field questions 
t~e protesters packed up thei~ 
signs and shortly dispersed. 

"We .. de~nitely wanted him· to 
~peak, said Tom Economus, Pres­
ident of Survivors of Clergy Sexu-
al Abuse Linkup. "Obviously 
don't agree with him... ' we 
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Phone Call from Ralph Bonaccorsi Regarding Holy Angels: 10-23-95 

- they state that they don't need "Training in Monitoring." 

- in-house consultant -

- no outside training 

- Les Mollohan present 

- sensitive to issues 

- they're getting training from 
internal consultant 

- handouts/issues to Parents/Teachers 

and Sister Helen -
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FILE: PFR-13 October 23, 1995 

An anonymous caller from Holy Angels phoned at 11: 05 AM on 
10/23/95. 

1) Monday, 10/16/95 - children outside rectory at 3:40 pm. 

2) Fr. C came out of the rectory 
all the children ran and embraced him 
the last child that embraced J.C. 
went to the basement of the church 
with J.C. 
J.C. had a key -- opened door with 
his key 

(Parent) open the door, but door was locked. 
alone w/the child 
- didn' t know if something was 
planned in the basement 

careless 
2 children (Pre & 1st grade) 
12 year old cousins (5 & 7th grade) 

12 yr. old cousin witnessed this. 

3. Fr. Clements - 12 Noon Mass - passed out stones to the 
parishioners - all Mass based on J.C. - Fr. Clements. 
SNAP inferred - 2 aunts attended the services - "pelt the 
people with these stones that don't support J.C." 

"OCE" 
4. Corporal Punishment/Capital - contract with the schools -

one-on-one meetings with J.C. in August Sister 
•••!pick #'s and go sit w/J.C. and the principal. 
Explain you must attend Mass and sign a contract. 

3:15 
5. All teachers have paddles in hand -- Asst. Sr. 111111 -

Preschool teacher - feared her - she hit all the "3 0" 
children clomping them on top of their head. 

went to the off ice - reported it to Sister 11111 -
"teacher throwing breakfast cereal" - in the pre-school 
classroom. 

next door to the daughter. 

6. Pre-schooler - physical/dental exam - send letters - "no 
record of the health" - $$ are their concern - not the 
children. 

7. school principal - no paddles - capital punishment. 

8. we don't - ready to pull them out. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 
Office of Assistance Ministry 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751 - 8256/8267 
(312) 751 - 8307 (Fax) 

MEMORANDUM f~~ef~~ 
Fti. ·G~ fWI 10/~· 
K ~ a. ~ 11u:r::7. lie_ 
~ fo /,14(~~ 14_ 

~-~k--~~~ 

TO: Cardinal Bernardin 

FROM: Ralph Bonaccorsi ..-teJ3 

Tom Economous, Executive Director of LIJ'.'K-UP wJt. ~ ~ ~ ~ 
October24, 1995 ~.j.,~J-~~~ /k-

RE: 

DATE: 

~k~ ~~~-~ 
:~:E=:;n~~~=======================~~~~~":,,;;. 

A few moments ago I spoke with Fr. Tom Economous the ~uti~~~ of LIN -UP. r)f-/!3 
He expressed a whole range of emotions and concerns regarding the return of Fr. John Calicott and 
the aftermath of all that has transpired. 

I believe that it is important to meet with him. Receiving his perspective (and that of the 
membership of LINK-UP) as well as information he has as a result of phone calls and other 
communications he has received from "all over the country" would be helpful for all of us as we 
process the present and future implications of the re-instatement of Fr. Calicott. 

Tom expresses his continuing desire to work with you and the Archdiocese. He has had to 
defend this willingness to work with us to many of the membership of LINK-UP, so he does feel 
"caught." 

He meets with his Executive Board on Saturday, October 28, 1995 and sees that having the 
opportunity to meet with you before Saturday could be beneficial to all "sides." 

If you could not meet before Saturday a phone call fr~nversation might suffice 
-- at least for the short term. Tom's private phone number is--
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FILE PFR-13 October 24, 1995 

Phone call to Les Mallahan PFR-13 J.C. on-site monitor. 

I spoke with Les this evening to discuss my concerns 
regarding Fr. Clements' sermon on 10/22/95 and JC· 
whereabouts on 10/16/95. (Please refer to the anonymous 
caller info) . Les informed me that he did hear Fr. 
Clements' sermon on 10/22/95 for only about 5 minutes. 
He stated that GC gave his homily at the end of the 
Mass. GC made reference to the "Million Man March" and 
that black people need to stick together. Les stated 
that GC was defending JC's return in reference to the AOC 
not supporting the black community and that we "holy 
angels" need to do so. Les also stated that GC did not 
pass out stones to the parishioners but made reference to 
Scripture and placed a bag of stones on the altar. Les 
felt that GC was asking that we not judge JC in regards 
to his return to Holy Angels. In regards to JCs 
whereabouts on 10/16/95, Les stated that he would have to 
check the logbook and he wasn't sure if JC had started 
his logbook on the 16th but rather later in the week. I 
requested from Les that JC must be as specific as 
possible in regards to his daily itinerary. Les also 
informed me that he was going on vacation from November 
8th to the 16th and also in January. I told Les that I 
would ask for Bob Miller if he would be willing to act as 
the on-site monitor during this time. Les also informed 
me that 23 chldren were suspended on 10/23/95 due to 
their parents not attending Mass on 10/22 at Holy Angels. 
He also stated that a young man by the name of 
11111 (22 yrs) was staying at HA and had been there for 
over a week. He also stated that is a good friend 
of JC and that he needed a place to stay after the 
Million Man March. Les also stated that JC sleeps with 
his door open at all times. 
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October 25, 1995 

Dear-· 

Thank you for your recent letter expressing your concerns 
regarding my decision to return Father John Calicott to Holy 
Angels Parish. 

As you might know I have been out of the country for the 
last ten days. Upon my return I became aware of the discussions 
that have transpired with regard to the decision to return Father 
John Calicott to his pastorate at Holy Angels parish. In light of 
my review of what was reported in the press and elsewhere, and of 
correspondence received, I offer the following comments. 

First of all I want to make clear that the process for 
making this decision followed the procedures articulated in the 
Archdiocesan policy with regard to diocesan priests accused of 
sexually abusing a minor. In accord with those procedures the 
Review Board analyzed all of the data on this case and made what 
it felt was an appropriate recommendation. I accepted their 
recommendation. 

Second, this case is unlike many others. While it is true 
Father Calicott did en age in sexual misconduct 

determined 
In light 

of that conclusion the Review Board, and ultimately myself, had to 
face a situation we had not anticipated when I first said that a 
priest who had abused a minor would never be returned to parish 
ministry. When I made that statement I had assumed that such 
abuse always would be an expression of a psychological disorder 
that could not be controlled so as to make it impossible for a 
priest to return to parish ministry. 
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Page 2 

It was this fundamental difference that became the occasion 
for an extended analysis by the Review Board and by myself. In 
the end it was determined that the facts of this situation merited 
the exception which was recently announced. I know that many do 
not agree with this exception. I can understand that 
disagreement. More importantly, I agree that we should 
place children at risk. It is important, however, that 
decisions be based on facts and not on fears or anger. 
case the facts are clear: the results of 

never 
all of our 
In this 

, the desires of the parish, and the willingness of 
Father Calicott to enter a covenant. It is in the context of 
these facts that I remain confident that this decision is a good 
one. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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Catholic Bishops Col)demn 
SeX Abuse, Admit Failing 
BY ANIHtF.\\' Ht~HllMANN 
ST,11'1" Wurnm 

U.S.· Hom11n Cnt holic hishop11 
are issuing a messn~e 1.hat i'on­
<lemrn; t:he sexual abuse of chil­
dren nnd 11cknowled1:es their 11wn 
mistakes in hnndling 1hc prnhlern. 

'l'lte doeumenl -reportedly ad­
dresses all sex ahuse of ehildren. 
not just that perpetrnled hy 
priests. It l'lllls the aetivity evil. 

But in cler!!Y ahuse specifically, 
t.he church has nls11 ~ufferetl seri­
ous prnhlems over eold ln·atment 
of victims, and I he pastoral i<tate­
ment acknowledges Hie "havoc 
and suffering" it- has caused. 

"We are compelled t:o speak, 
even knowing I.hat the Churd1 
carries 11 heavy burden of respon­
sihilit.y in the area of sexunl 
nhuse,'' the bishops sHy in "Walk 
in I.he Light: A Pastoral Hesponse 
to· Child Sexual Ahuse:· 

"We state firmlv and dcarlv 
that anv al'I of child sexual abuse 
i.~ mor~lly evil. It is ne\·er justi­
·fied." 

The bishops 1mid abusers need 

to suffer I.he consequem:es or their 
net ions. 

"We enn1hasize that the COlll· 

munity, including the fnmily, 
needs to call the abuser 11·1 · ac' 
counlahilit.v. We need to sav: Ahu­
Rive hehavlcJr is wrong and ·we will 
hold you uccountnble for it, .. I he 
statement savs. 

Tom Econ;1mus, natiomtl direc­
lor of Chicago-bused Linkup, a 
survivors group of people ah~1secl 
hy clerg_v, said the "occountahil­
it.y" ai;ped rnng "hollow" in lighl 
of a recent. decision lo rel urn a 
priest who admits sexual miscon­
duct to a Chicago parish. 

"Where's the accountabilitv 
!here'?'' said Economus,- referring 
lo a decision curlier I.his monl h hy , 
Archbishop of Chicago .Joseph 
Cardinal Bernardin tn return· the 
Hev. John Calicott to Holy Ar:igels 
Parish, 607 E. Oakwood. 

Bernardin was unavnilahle; a 
spokei;woman said he would have 1 

· some com men ts today. 
The Associated Press obtained u 

cllpy of t.he document, on TueH­
day; it is to be released Thurs~ay. 
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October 25, 1995 
Phone call to PFR-13 (J.C.) regarding anonymous allegation of his 
protocol. 

I spoke w/J.C. today to inform him that I had received 
a call from a concerned parent from Holy Angels regarding 
J.C. violation of his protocol. I informed J.C. that I 
would read to him all of the information that I had 
received from the caller and that J.C. is required to 
respond in writing to these alleged allegations. Please 
refer to the details on 10/23/95 from an anonymous 
caller. 

After reading the information to J.C., he stated that 
he was very angry and why should he have to respond to 
all of these allegations. He also stated that this 
community was/is very upset w/the AOC. He stated that 
"my people (black) feel that the AOC does not think we 
can handle all of these problems and they're getting 
angry." I let J.C. know that all of his parishioners are 
his monitors regardless if they identify themselves. 
Part of my position, as I informed J.C., is that all 
allegations - whether sexual in nature or not - must be 
investigated. When I asked J.C. of his whereabouts on 
the 16th of October, he stated that he didn't start 
keeping his log book until the 20th of October. I told 
J.C. that he is required each and every day to provide an 
itinerary of his whereabouts. J.C. stated that he would 
check with his secretary to review his schedule on the 
16th. I once again told John that he must be as specific 
as possible of his whereabouts in his daily log book and 
that each week he is required to mail me those schedules. 
J.C. stated that he would fax the following information 
to me. 

1) George Clements review of his sermon on 
10/22/95. J.C. did state on 10/23/95 that 
G.C. did make this seem as a "racial overtone" 
towards the AOC. 

2) His response to his whereabouts on 
10/16/95 between 3pm - 4pm. 

3) His response to informing his school staff 
and parish that the AOC is responsible for the 
monitoring training. 

** I received the fax on 10/26/95 - please refer to this for J.C. 
responses. 

AOC 010686 



October 26, 1995 

Dear-

Thank you for your recent letter expressing your concerns 
regarding my decision to return Father Joh~ ... Calicott toJ:t~iy. 
Angels Pa!".!~h ..... 

As you might know I have been out of the country for the 
last ten days. Upon my return I became aware of the discussions 
that have transpired with regard to the decision to return Father 
John Calicott to his pastorate at Holy Angels parish. In light of 
my review of what was reported in the press and elsewhere, and of 
correspondence received, I offer the following comments. 

First of all I want to make clear that the process for 
making this decision followed the procedures articulated in the 
Archdiocesan policy with regard to diocesan priests accused of 
sexually abusing a minor. In accord with those procedures the 
Review Board analyzed all of the data on this case and made what 
it felt was an appropriate recommendation. I accepted their 
recommendation. 

Second, this case is unlike many others .. While it is true 
that Father Calicott did engage in sexual misconduct with minors, 

etermined 
In light 

of that conclusion the Review Board, and ultimately myself, had to 
face a situation we had not anticipated when I first said that a 
priest who had abused a minor would never be returned to parish 
ministry. When I made that statement I had assumed that.such 
abuse always would be an expression of a psychological disorder 
that could not be controlled so as to make it impossible for a 
priest to return to parish ministry. 
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Page 2 

It was this fundamental difference that became the occasion 
for an extended analy~is by the Review Board and by myself. In 
the end it was determined that the facts of this situation merited 
the exception which was recently announced. I know that many do 
not agree with this exception. I can understand that 
disagreement. More importantly, I agree that we should never 
place children at risk. It is important, however, that all of our 
decisions be based on facts and not on fears or anger. In this 
case the facts are clear: the results of 

the desires of the parish, and the willingness of 
Father Calicott to enter a covenant. It is in the context of 
these facts that I remain confident that this decision is a good 
one. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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OCTOBER 26 1995 

MS BERNADETfE CONNOU.Y 
PllOFESSIONAl. FITNESS llEVIEW BOARD ADMINISTRATOR 
1 EAST SUPERIOR 
SUITE .504 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Bernadette, 

PAGE 02 

In reply to your queries and concerns of this past Wednesday, October 25th, I should like 
to note: 

t. IN REGARD TO FAnIER CLEMENTS SF.RMON 
The theme for. Fl'.'. Clements' sermon was, "They can't turn your water off if they never 
turned your water on. 11 Fr. Clements expressed his feelings about the grandness of the 
"Million Man March" and his disappointment at how many Euro-Americans had received 
and reported this march. He expressed his feelings about what he sees as a current trend 
to undermine and undercut the African American male. He noted that the Roman 
Catholic Church is not without its own elements attempting to do this. He articulated 
his feelings that the only reason "Fr. Calicott" had been delayed in his return to Holy 
Angels' parish was the fact that he is an African American and that there were those who 
had attempted to get at him (George Clements) but could not do so and, so, turned on 
Fr. Calicott because, ultimately, these Archdiocesan individuals do not have. the best 
interests of Holy Angels at heart. 
Fr. Clements then addressed those parishioners who are not happy with Fr. Calicott's 
return to Holy Angels' Church. He noted that there was a story in the Bible which 

·captured this situation. He spoke of how a prostitute was dragged before Jesus by a group 
of men who asked what should be done. He related how Jesus had said, "Let he who is 
without sin ... 11 Fr. Clements then noted that he happened to have brought along some 
stones. He placed them on the altar and invited whoever thought that they were without 
sin to come forward and take one of those stones. The parishioners laughed as a young 
child escaped his mother's grasp and made for the altar. 
Fr. Clements then turned his attention to the need for African American unity and using 
the "Million Man March" as his impetus, challenged the congregation to be united and as one. 
He then concluded by inviting everyone in the church to stand and give a hug to one another. 

2. IN REGARD TO THE ANONYMOUS ALLEGATION THAT, ON 10/16/95 AT 
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ABOUT 3:30 P.M., CHILDREN HUGGED FR. CALICOIT, HE "TOUCHED" THEM 
AND ESCORTED ONE OF THEM INTO THE CHURCH BASEMENT 
Holy Angels' main school building has no playground. A very old agreement with the cicy 
enables the school to block off Oakwood Boulevard at variant times before, during and after 
school. After school, this means that there are hundreds of children and parents picking up 
children. If I leave or return to the rectory at anytime between about 3:00 P .M. to 4:00 P .M. 
I will encounter some children who will come up to me and hug me, especially the younger 
ones. The children know me and love me. I will respond with a slight embrace or pet on che 
child's (children's) head{s). However, on the day in question, my calendar indicated that I was 
meeting with my two assistant Scoutmasters. Not only are they Scoutmasters, they a.re also 
friends, so my sense would be that the meeting went well beyond the 3:30 P.M. scheduled 
ending (virtually all such meetings with them do). I do not remember going to the church 
basement at all on this date but on the off chance, that I had left the meeting to do something 
in the church basement, I queried the after school care staff about whether I had been in che 
basement on that date or whether the doors to the church basement had been locked on that 
date. While they could not temember whether or not they had seen me in the church 
basement on that date, they noted that with the constant coming and going of parents to pick 
up childten, the doors of the church basement are not locked during the after school care. And 
there was after school care on Monday, October 16th. Thus there is considerable lack of 
understanding as to how or why this anonymous caller was unable to get into the church 
basement. 
I find it curious that this anonymous caller would call shortly after the very biased and 
misinformed Oprah Winfrey Show and relate a supposedly week old and unconfirmed event 
in very much the same language of a participant on that show. 
Finally, I would request, Bernadette, that you, the Professional Fitness Review Board 
Administrator, meet at your earliest convenience with me and my attorney, Mr. Patrick 
Reardon, to discuss both the extent and the rationale as to the anonymous letters and calls for 
which I must account. 

3. REGARDS TRAINING THE SCHOOL STAFF, TEACHERS AND PARENTS TO 
MONITOR ME 

I was and am unclear as to exactly what happened when the Archdiocesan team came ouc to 
Holy Angels. I ha"e informed the principal, Sr. Helen Strueder, that the Archdiocese is 
insisting that the school do this. She has agreed that she will cooperate. I would like to alerc 
the Cardinal's Administrative Staff to the fact that the growning concern among many African 
Americans here at Holy Angels that the Archdiocese does not feel that African American 
Catholics have sound enough judgement to make correct decisions regarding African 
Americans is becoming rancor. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Cardinal Bernardin 

Father Place fv\.t~ hv-...{" 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

APC Executive·committee.Discussion.of Father Calicott 

October 31, 1995 

As the APC Executive Committee began I was asked if the 
matter of Father Calicott would be discussed. I said "yes" 
because I had intended to utilize my briefing memo for you as the 
foundation for my "substitution" for your remarks. 

I read to the group the statement you utilized the Sunday 
after your return. 

After I finished, (a member of the parish and 
APC delegate) asked to speak. She said she would make the points 
she had wanted to share with you personally. It is an 
understatement to say that her's was an impassioned intervention. 

Her points, as I recall them, were: 

-the parish is more divided than ever 
-the parish council does not represent the parish, but 
is "stacked" with Father Calicott's people 

-the people.of the parish were not the vocal supporters at· 
the Mass, rather they came from other parishes 

-the "apparent" contradiction between Father not being a 
risk and the presence of "controls" has created immense 
confusion 

-it is unreasonable to think anyone can "control" or 
"supervise" Father. He was in the parish previously when 
he was not to have been there. 

-Father's attitude exemplified in his homily has made the 
situation much worse. It created questions as to who is 
correct, you or Father. 

-how can the Church do this to them. Father knew the parish 
was totally divided because he had Father Clements 
celebrate the Sunday Masses. 

After her remarks, I responded with some factual 
clarifications and urged llllto write you so she could be 
confident that you had heard her views. 
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There was some discussion by other members of the Executive 
Committee. I think it is fair to say that there was a great deal 
of confusion. 

I would suggest that you be prepared to address this at the 
General Meeting. I would expect -will make her views known at 
in what will be a "public forum." 

cc: Sister Mary Brian Costello 
Fr. Paprocki 
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FILE PFR-13 October 31. 1995 

I spoke by phone with John Calicott and requested some information 
from him regarding his participation in the school/church 
registration back in August of 1995. JC reported that he assisted 
Fr. Bob Miller with the church registration. He stated 11 I just 
walked BM through the process. I was not in the school 
registration process, but with the church registration. 11 I 
informed JC that he was in violation of his previous protocol 
because he did not obtain permission from me to be in his parish 
for this registration. JC responded "it was just spur of the 
moment." I informed JC that I would be reporting this to the 
Board, Cardinal Bernardin, and to his file. JC also informed me he 
would be on vacat~mber 21 to December 11 in 
Mississippi, phone - I informed JC I would be 
calling him to verify that he has a support system in place in 
order to ensure that he is not alone with minors. 

** 
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FROM THE DESK OF 

2 November 1995 

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Office of the Archbi.lihop 
P.O. HOK 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Your Eminence: 

I thank you very much for your recent letter in response to my previous letter which outlined 
my grave concerns in light of your reinstatement af Father Calicott to his role as Pastor of 
Holy Angels Chut"ch. 

While I appreciate your sincere belief that your Review Board's and your own evaluation of 
Fathet" Calicott's condition provides an environment where you do not fear that wc:ual 
misconduct will again take place, I must reiterate that I beliew in my heart that this policy Is 
exposing the children of Holy Angels to a serious risk. The children deserve more than to be 
left in a potentially dangerous situation. If Fr. Calicott hurts another child what then will 
you and the American Church ever be able to say to the Catholic population to reinstate trust 
in any priest. I see this issue as being very dear: If there is in any way a potential risk to 
children based on documented proof of prior sexual misconduct by a priest, then that priest 
must be reassigned away from potential future victims .. If any archdiocesan policy reads 
differently it should be changed. Sometimes Just following policy does not fiK a bad siruation 
as at times t~ policy itself is at rault. In the end we and the children may all suffer. 

In yout" kind letter to me you expressed that fr. Calicott's sexual misconduct did not spring 
f'rom a psychological disorder. I would like anyone to e>eplain to me how such activity could 
not be performed without the evidence of psychosis. If. in fact, you truly believe that Fr. 
Calicott perfonned sexual misconduct without the presence of a psychological aberration, 
then that tells me that he, in fact, knew exactly what he was doing to these or with these 
children. Does this not only raise his culpability of sin and also his actions to that of bl1tant 
criminal activity. If I am incorrect, please let me know how this is the case. I and many 
others need more of an explanation before we could ever begin to understand the actions of 
the Church on this matter. 

While I do understand that I do not have all the saual misconduct facts in this case, as the 
public has been denied these facts (and J understand the victims rights to privacy on this 
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matUr ), I do think we can both agree that extremely poor behavior and bad judgement was 
employed by Fr. Calicott with regard to his actions. With this in mind. I ask, is tl1is not 
enough to remove him from his current capacity? Putting aside psychological profiles, if we 
have a priest who is capable of making such poor decisions concerning children, need we once 
again put him in the capacify or creat.e the environment for such poor decisions to be re· 
enacted7 

In my opinion, whether Fr. calicott hurb another child or not, your recent reinstallation has 
sent a message to other potential or current sex offenders in our Church. 1'hat message is 
that there are levels af sexual abuse (misconduct) and levels of culpabHity. Sexual abuse is 
about power and cor1trol over victims. 1"ose who offend live their lives looking for ways to 
rationalize, trivialize, or outright deny their actions. of\:en they are victims themselves. To 
send the message that you have sent can only feed the sick minds of abusers who may cur­
rently be praying on altar boys or other parishoners. I believe that your reinstatement has 
potentially crtated a whole new playing field for sexual offenders where the moral rules of 
conduct are not enforced with the seriousness of purpose which the sexual abuse issue 
demands. 

In reference to your statement that the local parish, Holy Angels, has asked for the return of 
Fr. Calicott. I say to you this is not any diffvent from the reported 80'1t of mothers who tum 
their heads and live in denial when their child approaches them with claims that he{ she was 
molested by a father. I believe the good people of Holy Angels are suffering from denial which 
only leaves them mor-e open to becoming victims once again. 

I submit this letter to you w;th all due respect and hope that you, once again, consider my 
concerns and place Fr. Calirott in a position where the likelihood of him hurting another 
child is much closer to zero than in his current capacity. 

Sexual misconduct or abuse, (whatever society may wish to call it to diminish its pain in our 
minds), is very cunning in its nature. Nothing is ever clear and there are no l~ guar­
ant.ees when dealing with an ofhnder. In light of this l ask that you to do what I believe is 
the only action that can protect the children and that is the removal and reassignment of Fr. 
Calicott to a function away from children. 

I wish you all the best in your daily functions as Archbishop of Chicago. J know that you are 
challenged on a daily basis with eKtremely hard decisons and I am sure that you answer each 
challenge with a sincere effort to do what is right and moral. 

I will say a special prayer for you that your health is restored so that the people of Chicago 
and the American Catholic Church can, as we have for many years, look to you prO\ildly as a 
light amongst the darkness. 

God Bless You and my Best Wishes -
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Telephone Message for Cardinal Bernardin 

November 2, 1995 

called regarding Father Calicott. He sent a 
letter to us (see attached) and we sent a reply back to him. 
He stated he sent a letter to the Pope and other Church officials 
also. 

He said that he did receive a letter from you but still wants to 
talk to you about this matter. 

His telephone number is-· 

Joanna 
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TnE LINkuo. INC. 
6urvivors or Clcrsy 6cxual i\buse Linkup. Inc. 
1412 Wesl i\r8yle 6Lrcd #2. Chic\180. IL 60640 
'lei: 312-334-2296 t'acsimile: 31'2-334-2297 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
1555 N State Parkway 
Chicago, IL, 60610 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin: 

November4, 1995 

On behalf of LINKUP, it's board of directors and my self, I would like to thank 
you for taking time out of your busy schedule and to meet with me last Wednesday at your 
residence. As a result, I carried your message to our board members and would like to 
share with you their response, as well as other insights that might prove to be beneficial to 
both the Archdiocese and LINKUP. 

The reinstatement of John Calicott has caused alarm and much concern among 
LINKUP board members, parishioners and survivors across the nation. Although, we 
understand that there were a number of dynamics that contributed in your decision to 
reinstate Calicott back to ministry, the LINKUP's official response is one of disagreement 
and concern. The executive board was unanimous in their decision. 

In the past few weeks we have learned that a number of priests 
have been reinstated back into ministry under the guise of "special 

situation." Some diocese and religious communities have been open about it, most have 
not. This has become a major concern for LINKUP given the fact that 95% of sex 
offenders on all levels will reoffend. 

Although we disagree with this reinstatement, LINKUP believes that it is in the 
best interest of survivors and the archdiocese to continue to work together in a 
collaborative manner toward the healing and recovery from this crisis. 

I would like to share some thoughts, ideas and possibilities with you in an effort to 
restore the damage that has been done and to set a national tone for others to follow. As 
you will recall from our meeting, I spoke about the cabal of people who's mission is to 
destroy the church. They have focused on the financial vulnerability of the church and are 
continuing to chip away at the trust and credibility of Bishops and priest. If the NCCB 
does not wake up and demonstrate some type of solid action this group will continue to 
succeed. 
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In the past, LINKUP, has made it's self available to the NCCB to no avail. We 
provided them with a 6 point proposal and a way out of this crisis and they have decided 
to ignore us. The Ad-Hoc committee sole purpose is one of Public Relations and has no 
power to make decisions. We have appealed to Cardinal Keeler, he sent us back to the 
ad-hoc committee. As a result, LINKUP has decided to concentrate it's efforts in other 
areas. We will no longer waste valuable time and energy on the NCCB. 

What the NCCB has yet to understand, is, without the survivors input and the 
inclusion of the survivors movement they are never going to get it right. The only way to 
clean up this crisis and to restore trust is through those who have been injured. A pro­
active, pro-victim "team approach" is the way. 

Cardinal Bernardin, I have prayed about a solution to this problem many, many 
times. I have asked our Lord, what is it that l as a priest need to do in order to bring 
about a change? Who is it that 1 need to incorporate and assist me? What have I missed? 
Who have I missed? I continue to ask our Lord these questions and I ask him to give me 
the strength and wisdom necessary to do this work. LINKUP and I are about the healing 
of victims and the church not their demise and destruction. 

The clergy abuse issue needs to shift from the litigation arena back into the 
spiritual and common sense arena. We need someone within the structure to step out of 
the nonn and assist us in this paradigm shift. We need a voice for healing and refonn. We 
need a person who has the respect of brother bishops and has lived this painful experience. 
The only person who fits that model is Cardinal Bernardin. I realize this is a huge request, 
however, I do not believe their is any one else within the church that has the respect, 
popularity, credibility and understanding that you have. 

The events of the past few weeks have been difficult ones for you, the archdiocese 
and survivors. People continue to question the archdiocese policy, motives and credibility. 
Some think the reinstatement of Calicott was strictly political while others think this 
diocese has become a dumping ground for pedophile clergy. All of this is very disturbing, 
but, I believe we can tum this around. 

Following are some thoughts and ideas that could make a difference in this crisis. 

With your assistance, conduct a meeting with the NCCB executive board and 
LINKUP to discuss the possibility of underwriting next years healing conference~ establish 
a spiritual reconnection center; provide a grant to LINKUP that would secure the future 
of it's work with victims; establish a national review board with the focus on mediation 
not litigation; establish a fund in which victims with legitimate claims could sue. This 
would be on the national level. 

On the local level. Appoint a member of LINKUP to the review board; (this 
would be beneficial to both the diocese and the survivors) An annual grant to LINKUP to 
help staff our office; an introduction to the local Ecumenical group with the hope of 
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funding, education and prevention; include LINKUP in the diocese educational and 
healing programs; conduct local one day workshops for clergy, laity and the faithful about 
sexual abuse and include LINKUP. 

An overview of the issues: The church is in crisis over the clergy sexual abuse 
problem. There is a growing number of people who want to destroy the church and are 
very tenacious in their approach. Those in the legal arena are desperately searching for the 
one loop hole that brings the church to it's knees. Others have launched a blistering 
assault on the priesthood, raising questions of integrity and credibility, asking the question 
"are our children safe with priests." The longer the church takes in addressing the issue 
'head-on" the greater the loss of credibility. If the church were to take a bold initiative and 
work with LINKUP toward healing, prevention and education -- trust and credibility 
would be restored. 

In the best interest of everyone, the church needs to take the high road in it's 
approach to the clergy abuse problem, before they are forced to do so. The impending 
litigation and the filing of the RICO ACT against the NCCB is just the beginning. If the 
RJCO holds up in court (so far it has) the NCCB and all 188 diocese will be held 
responsible for all acts of clergy abuse. The fall out would be devastating. However, if 
the NCCB were to get a jump on this, the blow to the church could be lessened. If the 
church decides to wait it out and are then forced into a total responsibility for abusing 
priest by the court, the damage to the church will be irreversible. 

Again, r believe the key to restoring trust and credibility is through the work with 
UNKUP and the survivors. The healing of victims is paramount to the healing of the 
church. The general public gages their opinions on action. Until .ual.actirul is taken the 
church will come under attack, law suits will be filed and the trust and credibility of 
Bishops and priests will continue to erode. 

" I am convinced that the potential for a coalition exists -- one that would further 
the healing process, and lead to restoration of trust, reconciliation, renewal of faith, and 
wholeness -- for the victims and their families, as well as for the entire Church." 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, Aug. 30, 1995 

Thank you for your time and your prayers. 

Rev. Thomas H. Economus 
President 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

To: Cardinal Bernardi~ 
From: Fr. O'Malley 
Re: Meeting with Fr. 'cott on 11/9/95, 11:00 AM 
11/4/95 

I contacted John Calicott on 11/4 to inform him of the 11/9 
meeting at the Pastoral Center. (We presumed the meeting was at 
the Pastoral Center. If not, he should be notified.) I told John 
that you wanted to learn from him how things are going and how 
you perceive them as going. 

I have asked Bernadette Connolly to prepare a memo for you 
summarizing her concerns at this time. since I am not closely 
involved in the monitoring problems at this time, I can't give as 
accurate information as Bernadette can. 

1. My sense is that John needs to know as clearly as possible 
that, if this return to ministry at Holy Angels does not work 
out, for whatever reason, you may be forced to withdraw him. 

2. While he has been told this repeatedly, he may not really 
think you would do it. 

3. I was told that a personal approach from you to him expressing 
your concern for him, (as well as your feelings about what has 
gone on thus far), for the parish and for the archdiocese as a 
whoie needs to be made. 

4. If he senses this approach is coming from a punitive point of 
view, from "big white daddy" down, rather than from a pastoral 
point of view, again he might not hear it. He has to be able to 
hear it as a serious possibility and, in such a way, that it 
effects his behavior in the future. 

6. John is the one person who can make this work. If he is not on 
board totally, then it's bound to fail. He's got to know that. 

7. Finally I think you should summarize the meeting for him'J 
afterwards in a written memo to be sent to him personallY__:_} 

? . . . ~ 
~t,,i~ fo &-w<Z,, Ft; · 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

Sr. Ma~y Brian Costello 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley~ 
11/7 /95 1r 

OfflCE Of tHt. 
()\!ttCE\JOR 

1. I looked over the correspondence that you sent over. I don't 
think that we're the people to handle it at this point since 
we've not really been part of the actual re-assignment process. 
Someone who has been part of that process ought to be the one 
making the final contact with this man. To!ll, Paprocki is ... a .• likely\ 

::.,__r->- -.. -.P... • ~ ·- ~~.......-:--

respondent'. · 

2. I think 11111111 got his message across to the cardinal 
pretty clearly in his letter and I think.the cardinal's response 

·was certainly to the point. Like _you,; I don't feel the cardinal 
should see this -man or.that we should give him too much further 
attention. Perhaps· a letter'from Fr. Paprocki to 
would do the trick. Hope this is helpful. 
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To 

Memo from 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 

Cardinal Bernardin Date ___ l_l.._/_8_,_/_9_5 __ _ 

Regarding your meeting with Fr. 
Calicott, perhaps it would help to 
underscore the reality that· he might 
have to be withdrawn again from Holy 
Angels if his return does work out by 
referring to end of his term, which is 
October 27, 1997. In other words, you 
would not have to go through a 
canonical process to remove him, but if 
things do not go well, he would not be 
renewed and his pastorate would simply 
end in two years. 

The other point I believe you 
should emphasize is that you personally 
asked him not to use his return as an 
occasion to vent his anger and he 
disregarded that request. Instead of 
coming across as a moment of redemption 
and reconciliation, his return has been 
seen as angry and defiant. This could 
hurt other priests who may wish to 
return to ministry in the future. 
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To 

Memo from 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 

Cardi na 1 Be rnardjn Date ___ l=-l=/._8"""'/'-9:....;5::__ __ 

Attached is Fr. John Calicott's 
letter responding to concerns presented 
to him by Bernadette Connolly. 

Regarding the homily given by Fr. 
George Clements, I have discussed this 
with Bishop Murry and Bernadette 
Connolly. We all believe that you 
should call.in Father Clements and tell 
him that he needs to correct the false 
statements he made to the parishioners 
at Holy Angels alleging that racism was 
a factor in the Archdiocese's handling 
of Fr. Calicott's case. 

If I can be of further assistance 
in this matter, please let me know. 
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Memo 
To: 
From: 

Date: 
Re: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 

Cardinal Bernardin ~ 
Bernadette Connolly / 

(312) 751-2504/5206 
1-800-994-6200 
FAX (312} 751-5279 

Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
11/8/95 

.Rev. John Calicott 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on October 21, 
1995~ The Board fully considered my oral and written reports in 
the matter of Rev. John Calicott's reinstatement as pastor of 
Holy Angels Parish. 

The Board was very concerned with the following: 

1) On October 12, 1995, the Archdiocese released its 
statement regarding John's reinstatement as pastor of Holy 
Ang~ls. On that day John called me and informed me that he was 
at Holy Angels. I informed John that he was in violation of his 
protocol and that this violation would be reported to the Board 
and to yourself. The Board was very upset that John was in the 
parish without monitoring conditions in place and that John never 
obtained permission from the Administrator. 

2) On August 18, 1995, you requested that John not use 
his return as an occasion to vent his anger at anyone involved in 
·this matter, such as the Review Board, the Archdiocese or the 
process itself. The Board reviewed John's sermon and felt that 
John was clearly venting his anger with not only the process but 
with the Review Board . 

. 3} John has clearly stated that indicated 
·that he was not a pedophile and that he did not pose a 
sig~ificant risk to children. However, in reviewing all of the 
written material, John has clearly capitalized on the "not a 
pedophile" issue and therefore has created a mis-conception of 
the seriousness of the sexual abuse that took place. The Board 
was very concerned that John did not acknowledge to Holy Angels 
parishioners that he had engaged in sexual misconduct with minors 
but rather used the term "misconduct, something that should not 
have occurred did occur." 

1 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 

(312) 751-2504/5206 
1-800-994-6200 
FAX (312) 751-5279 

4) Lastly, the Board felt that there was a real lack 
of contrition from John to the parishioners of Holy Angels and to 
the Catholic Church. 

I 

If you have any questions, ple.ase let me know. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the 

Review Board 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 

2 
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Office or the Archbishop 

Dear John, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

November 9, 1995 

Posl Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Many thanks for your visit earlier today. I indicated I am 
-- sending you this letter which swrunarizes the principal points of our 

discussion. 

The basic problem is that the public perception of the way you 
handled the Mass marking your reinstatement at Holy Angels (as well 
as Fr. Clement's homily the following Sunday) has severely damaged 
your credibility, my credibility and that of the Archdiocese. I 
know you have responded to the concerns which have been expressed 
from your perspective and this does clarify certain points. I also 
understand that the media do not always present a balanced view of 
issues and events. Still, whether intended or not, your words 
provided a basis for the turmoil. Moreover, the Oprah Winfrey Show, 
which showed some of the tape made of your homily, gave national 
exposure to the situation. 

I have met with the media as well as a number of individuals 
to explain personally why the decision to reinstate you was not a 
repudiation of our policy regarding priests who abuse minors. I 
have tried to show them why your case is different from others. 
Still, the battle goes on. 

The result of all this prompts me to reaffirm my position. It 
is absolutely essential that you comply with your protocol totally. 
This is the only thing left by which I can justify your staying on 
in the parish. If you compromise on the protocol in any way, the 
Board will recommend that you be moved from the parish and I will 
comply. This would be disastrous, as I said, for you and for 
everyone, including myself. But that disaster will become a reality 
if the entire protocol is not observed. 
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Page 2 

You indicated that you understood the situation and would 
comply. I truly hope so. I will continue to pray for you and I ask 
that you remember me as well. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

&.h::::~~ 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

cc: Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Fr. Patrick O'Malley 

vPr°· Thomas Paprocki, 
the Cardinal's delegate to the Review Board 
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November 9, 1995 

Our Lady of Peace Parish 
7851 S. Jeffery Boulevard 

Chicago, Illinois 60649-5028 
312-768-0105 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL. 60690 

Dear Joseph: 

I am writing to let you know of my support for your decision to 
restore Fr. John Calicott to the pastorate of Holy Angels Church. 
I know that you did not make this decision lightly, and that you 
had professional advisors to help you in their evaluation of 
John. 

As pastor I know of the many difficult decisions we pray over and 
stand behind. I know that we must not make decisions on an 
emotional basis or personal knowledge alone, but that we need 
advisors of many sorts fitting each situation. I also believe 
that forgiveness is a keystone of our faith and that it is 
necessary to practice what we preach. I just wanted to write and 
let you know that I think you made the right decision. 

In Christ, 

~.!~~.~~ 
Rev. Kenneth J. Fleck 
pastor 
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MEMO from 

For: --

Please draf -- for my signah.Lll::..----

-- Please reply in your 
own name. 

Please return --
Per conversation --
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Voice of the People 
Chicago Tribune 
435 N. Michigan Ave 
Chicago, IL 60611 

November 14, 1995 

As professionals knowledgeable and experienced in working with survivors 
and offenders of childhood sexual abuse, we would like to voice our 
objections to the reinstatement of Father Calicott by the Chicago Archdiocese. 
Once again, the Church appears to demonstrate its ignorance of the core 
issues of this victimization process and minimizes the behavior of the 
offender, particularly when that offender lives within the ranks of its 
priesthood. 

In newspaper articles, Father Calicott appears to express misdirected anger 
toward the Church for even temporarily removing him from his post and 
projects blame onto the media for "wrongly suggesting" he was a pedophile. 
He also appears unable or unwilling to express remorse and insight as to 
his misuse of power and trust, characteristics particularly enhanced by 
his position as a priest. All of these factors lead to intense concern 
for the members of this community who are relying on Cardinal Bernadin 
to protect them. Please reconsider the decision. 

Copy to: 

Cardinal Joseph Bernadin 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 E. Superior 
Chicago, IL 60611 
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Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
1555 N. State Parkway 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Your Eminence: 

November 15, 1995 

I thought it time now, after many weeks of controversy surrounding your decision to reinstate 
the Rev. John Calicott to his pastorate, to respond to your actions, and the actions of the 
advisory panel, regarding this matter. 

You may remember me. I wrote to you in 

My question for you Cardirial Bernardin is very simple ... very clear. Why? Why can a man, 
who has' admitted molesting children ... innocents at his mercy, be a priest in this diocese••• 

I am wounded in the thought that you, the senior most statesman· of the Roman Catholic church 
in the United States, would allow this to happen. He is an admitted child molester. .. 

I would like an explanation. 

Perhaps you should review those men and women you have in place on your panels, to see if 
they are really doing what is good for the catholic church in Chicago. You have said that 
decisions are never made based on fear and anger. I have to disagree. 

With the Calicott decision, you have once again allowed an ·impenetrable wall of arrogance, 
masqueraded as righteousness, to be built up around you. Perhaps the people you allow to 
build these walls should be made to stand ort the other side of them. -I ·~eep 'tor .Cith~li~isni~·in Ameri~. 

~, .. • ~~·' - • • 1.. 

..._,. 
/ .. -
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Present: 

• 

AROIDIOCESE OF OIICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS ~ OOARD 

M.inut.es Of Board Meeting 
November 18, 1995 

10:00 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. 
Office of Professional Fitness Revie.1 

..... 
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• 
PFR-13 
'Ihe Board received a report on the alleqed violations of the current an:l 

previous prot:oool. In response to the question of J .c. regazrl.in:_J whether the 
Board will accept anonyny:.ius CO!'!plaints of violaticms / the Boa:td omfinned that 
it will investigate e1ery allegation relate:i to the protocol, even if the 
allegation is anonymous. 

Next Meetiro 
The next meetir:q of the Boattl is saturday, f')?cember 16, 1995 from 10: oo 

a.m. to 2 :00 p.m. ~Cardinal will be invited to atterd this or another meeting 
.in order to discuss the Board's experience in reviewin:] cases and preparinq 
recananendations. 

TOTAL P.03 
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Pardon me: 
The power of 

learning to forgive 
-rrz I {?.UN(:-' 

By Paul J. Wadell J 
1
_ 7... / _ 7 s-

T 
hat the reinstatement of Rev. John 
Calicott as pastor of Holy Angels Church 

' 
Jell many people with conflicting emotions 
should not be surprising. But what may 
be overlooked is that the source of our · 

·ambivalence is not only that a man who had 
broken the trust of his community had returned to 
his former position, but also that a story of moral 
failure had now become a story of forgiveness. 

Jn one sense, it seems fitting that Holy Angels' 
parishioners welcomed Rev. Calicott back. Aller 
all, the heart of the Christian faith is. t~e mer~Y: 
compassion and forgiveness of God; 1t 1s 3: relrg1on 
of rebirth and restoration, not condenmahon. And 
who of us, mindfltl o'f our own failures and 
transgressions, would not long for and depend _on 
the same gracious mercy? If we cannot be forgiven, 
we cannot take up life again. The scandal of 
forgiveness is precisely our hope, the heartfelt 
reassurance' that there is a love greater than our 
failures, and the liberating knowledge that even 
the worst lapses of life need not be ftna~. 

But real forgiveness is never easy. It 1s not the 
quick consolation that dismisses our sins or the 
easy pardon that tempts us to minimiz~ and . 
rationalize our failures. When our trans~ess10ns 
are great, real forgiveness is the challenging and. 
strenuous discipline of letting go of one way or life 
in order to take up a more truthful, just and 
hopeful.one.· . . 

Real forgiveness occurs not m a smgle act, b~t 
·through a process that begins ~h~n.we recognize 
our need to be forgiven. But this 1s 1mmensel_y . 
dillictilt because our penchant for self·d~cephon 1~ 
so strong. The last thing any of us want 1s to admit 
we are guilty and need to be pardoned. W~ protect 
ourselves from the fltll measure of our actions 
through half-truths and evasive language. We 
distinguish sharply between who we are and what 
we have done because we want to disown o~r 

. mistakes and distance ourselves from our failures. 
we trivialize our transgressions because we do not 
want to pay whatever price truthfulness demands. 

But self-deception never brings the ~reedom . 
burdened hearts·need. Ironically, forgiveness 
brings freedom only when we ackno~ledge that 
our actions are not retractable. We will never be 
without the mistakes of our lives, esp~cially the 
most grievous ones, but we can find life on the 
other side of them through repentance. Repentance 
is accepting responsibility for actions, and . 
especially reckoning with the harm they might 
have affiicled on others. To repent is to know that 
our misdeeds are neither negligible nor era~<l;ble, 
but that they can become moments of contnlton 
and penitence, and, therefore, new life. . . 

The power of forgiveness ·is that 1t can heal 
wotinds and bring freedom both for those who do 
harm and those who are 
harmed, but only if it is 
rooted in confession that 
is truthful and complete. 
Forgiveness without 
truth does not free, it 
only adds more layers of 
deception and denial, and 
insures that sin's damage 
will never be healed. 

This is why deep 

Forgiveness 
occurs not in a 
single act, but 
through a process 
that begins when 
we recognize our 
___ ....... _ L.-

This is why deep 
forglvenes~ is impossible 
without a community of 
truth and of hope. We 
need people-friends and 
family members, fellow 
parishoners-who help 
us accept the full truth of. 
our deeds and their 
consequences,. as well as ' 
the full truth about 
ourselves. And we need 
people to support us as 
we make the slow and 
dlflicltlt convalescence 
from failure and 
brokenness to 
reconciliation and new 

. life. They welcome us 
back to the community, 

·- - · ---er··-- - -· 
. need to lie · 
forgiven. ':This is · · 
immensely 
difficult because · 
our penchant for 
'self~deception is·· 
so strong~ The ; . 
last thing any of . 
us want is to 
admit we are · · · 
guilty a.nd need to 
be· pardoned~ · 

. ' ' 

apart from which we cannot be healed and can 
never be free, but in receiving us they also let us 
know we are 'not the person we were before .. 
Precisely because we have been forgiven and· ..... · . 
rccpnciled, our role in the community may. have to.· 
change. . . . .· . ,, ,. . .. . . . 

Forgiveness and reconciliation do not mean . . 
more of the same. They do not mean going on with 
life as if nothing has happened or as if the ·. . · 
repercussions of our misdeeds are no more. A . 
repentant self ls a changed self, just as a reconciled 
life is a radically different life. Reconciliation .• ·. 
grants us a hopeful future, but only as long as we 
realize how different it must be from o'ur 'l . ':, ' 

mlsg\lided past. It is not returning to w~o we on~e. · 
were, and sometimes even where.we once were;' 
rather, it is our willingness to break with one kiild 
of past and some kind of behavior in order to · 
learn another very different kind of life.' In this . 
respect, forgiveness is like learning to walk anew. · 
It is the reconstruction of one's life not in guilt, but' 
in gratitude.. · ' · · . 

1 
Whether the reinstatement of Rev. Calicott as 

pastor was wise, it is too soon to tell. But it does 
!ill up a lesson in forgiveness that is applicable to 

·Individuals, ethnic groups and nations; How do we· 
go on together when trust has been broken, blood 
spilled and injustices suffered? How do we mend 
communities when so many are broken by terrible 
betrayals and numbing atrocities? The.·. . . , .. 
parishioners of Holy Angels Church had to ask · 
this, but so do black South Africans after . 
apartheid, so do the Israelis and Palestinians, and : 
so will the Bosnians and Serbs. · · 

The scandal of forgiveness Is that it asks so 
much of us, but sometimes it is oi.ir .only hope. 

Paul J. Wadell, a· priest, is a professor of ethics at. 
Catholic Theological Union. 

.-_..,..~,p~~"'! ... ,.. •• -~-=-----····-···------.... 
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OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 
U.S. CHURCH 

DECEMBER 10, 1995 

Coming to grips with priests' abuse 
The Church tries to maintain a 

delicate balancing act of rights 

for victims and rights for priests 
accused in sexual-abuse cases 

BY ANN CAREY 

~ 
exual abuse of minors is always a 
difficult, unsavory topic. It is even 
more difficult when that abuse has 
been perpetrated by priests, men 
entrusted with the spiritual wet-

. fore of their people, men who are·· 
respected simply because of their priest­
hood, men who are expected to be mod­
els (If virtue. 

As the Catholic Church struggles to 
deal with the problem of clergy sexual 
abuse, the Apostolic Signatura - the 
Church's high court - recently issued 
a ruling that reflects the desire to pro­
tect the faithful and to deal effectively 
with sex offenders. In its ruling, the 
Signatura apparently has expanded the 
canonical definition of impediments to 
1he exercise of priestly orders to include 
sexual abuse of minors. 

Meanwhile, in a delicate balancing act, 
the Church also sfruggles to protect the · 
vocation of the priesthood not only by 
trying to determine when priests have 
been accused falsely, but also by return­
ing 10 ministry those priests who do not • 
pose a threattosociety. For example, just · 
weeks after the Signatura's ruling, a 
Chicago priest who had acknowledged · 
sexual misconducr with minors 19 years 
ago was returned to his parish in a for­
mal liturgical ceremony (see Page 7). 

"The whole situation (of sexual abuse 
of minors] makespeopleveryangry,and 
I don't blame them:· said Father Stephen 
Rossetti, vice president of St. Luke 
Institute in Suitland, Md., which treats 
clergy with sexual disorders. He also is 
1he author of"Slayer of the Soul: Child 
Sexual Abuse and the Dtholic Church" 
(Twenty-Third Publications, $14.95). 

It is a myth to believe that alt child 
molesters are untreatable and destined 
to continue molesting, for there are 
many types of sexual abusers of minors, 
according to Father Rossetti. 

For example, if a 35-year-old priest 
would have consensual sexual contact 
with a 15-year-old girl, the activity would 
be immoral and illegal, and indicate a 
"psycho-social deficiency," Father Rossetti 
said. And that priest would require treat­
ment to deal with the problem, which is 
a form of sexual ab use of a minor. But 
such a priest has a good chance ofleam-

. ing to refrain from such behavior and 
then return to effective ministry with­
out being a danger to children. 

That is not the case with a pedophile 
- a person who abuses child reu who 
have not yet reached the age of puberty. 
Father Rosselli said tha tthe rapywill not 
change the sexual orientation of a "fix· 
ated" pedophile, but it may help him man­
age his impulses better. Among the types 

serious reasons, including pedophilia, 
grave disobedience or commission of cer­
tain other offenses. 

While dismissal from the clerical state 
is pern1anent, no impediment is perpetual 
by its nature, according to Father 
Lawrence DiNardo, vicar for canonical 
services for the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

If the problem is resolvable, the bishop 
can withdraw that impediment when the 
psychic problem is no longer present, and 
the priest could be returned to ministry, 
said Father DiNardo. 

Both dismissal from the clerical state· 
and declarationofan impedimentto the 
exercise oforderscan be appealed to the 
Vatican by the priest affected. 

Plttabu.rgb case 
It was a Pittsburgh case involving a dec­
laration of an impediment to the exer­
cise of orders that prompted the ruling 
from the Apostolic Signatura. 

Bishop Donald Wuerl of Pittsburgh 
had declared the impediment for Father 
Anthony Cipolla, who had been accused 
of sexual misconduct with minors and 

. who had a civil lawsuit pending against 
him. Father Cipolla appealed to the 

·,-Vatican's Congregation for the Clergy, 
· which upheld Bishop Wuerl. i' , . 
" ; Then,FatherCipollaappealedthC'deci;; 
.. sion of the Congregation for the Clergy 
. to the Signatura, which initially over-

turned Bishop Wuerl's action. 
,.-Subsequently: Bishop Wuerl appealed 
\~With additional facts, and the Signatura. Jrever=! itself, based on errors in the fuct<: 

. and supported Bishop Wuerl's dedara-
.c! !5 tionofthe impediment. Included in that 

TRllGIC CASE: In 1993, former priest James Porter was sentlmced to lB to ruling was an apparently expanded def-
20 years in prison for molesting 28 children inition of psychic defect to include sex-

of sexual abusers of minors, pedophiles 
are in the minority. UndertheSignatura's 
recent ruling, pedophilia can be con­
sidered a psychic infirmity that impedes 
the exercise oforders. .. 

Impediment qu.e11tlon 
Removing sexual abusers from ministry 
is the duty of the bishop, who must fol­
low procedures outlil]ed in 

psychic condition would be an impedi­
ment to marriage. 

The decision of the Vatican Signatura 
backs up the second interpretation.Since 
there has been debate among canonists 
over this matter, it is important to have 
theinterpretationspelled out, said Father 
Beal. 

Just as declaring an impediment to 
marriage is not a penalty 

canon law.And that is where 
the expanded interpreta­
tion of canon law by the 
Apostolic Signatura comes 
inlO play. Canon 1044 cites 
the basis for impediments 
to the exercise of priestly 
orders, and those impedi­
ments include "insanity or 
some other psychic defect." 

Removing sexual 
abusers fJom 

against the person affected, 
similarly, declaring an 
impediment to the exercise 
of orders is not a penalty 
against a priest. Rather, it is 
an administrative action 
taken because the priest has 
some psychic problem that 
impedes his ability to min­
ister appropriately. 

ministry ls the 
duty of the 
bishop, who 
mnst follow 

"There are canon lawyers 
who would interpret that 
[canon] very narrowly, as 
something virtually 
a mounting to insanity," said 

procedures 
outlined In 

Declaration ofan imped­
iment to the exercise of 
orders involves a canonical 
p rocessin which the bishop 

canon law. 

Father John Beal, assistant professor of 
canon law at The Catholic University of 
America in Washington. 

But other canonists have contended 
that sexual abuse of a minor does indi­
cate a psychic problem that would con­
stitute an impediment, just as a similar 

must seek the opinion ofan 
expert in psychiatry to determine if a psy­
chic impediment truly is present. 

On the other hand, dismissal from the 
clerical stateis a penal action that requires 
a canonical trial with procedural pro­
tection for the accused. Dismissal from 
the clerical state could be undertaken for 

ual abuse of minors. 
However. some priests and canon 

lawyers are privately expressing concern 
that the new ruling by the Signatura gives 
too much discretion to bishops and may 
erode the rights of priests, particularly 
those who may be falsely accused .. 

An additionalconcern is that an inept 
or faulty psychiatric evaluation might lead 
to a priest being told he has an impedi­
ment to the exercise of orders. 

One priest told Our Sunday Visitor 
that manyofhis fellowpriestsshare "the 
app,rehension that a mere accusation is 
sufficient enough to discredit you." Even 
when the allegation is not credible, a cloud 

·of suspicion often continues to hangover 
the priest's head, and he may rightly won­
der where to go to recover his good name 
and reputation. 

False accusations against clergy are 
rare, but they do occur, agreed Father 
Rossetti. The high profile case of false 
accusations made against Cardinal Joseph 
BernardinofChicagoin 1993isanexam­
ple of how painful such an episode can 
be for all parties involved, especially the 
priest who is unjustly accused. 

Father Rossetti added that while raise 
allegations indeed are upsetting, he has 
confidence in canonical and diocesan pro­
cedures that false allegations eventually 
will be weeded out. 
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Usu;:i:Uy, this i~ done ilt the d iucesan 
le\-·d. before a priest wol11d even be sent 
l•' 11 faciE11;, such :is SL Luke ins1itu1e~ 
forcv;iln;idon and ltcalrn{'nt. Bnt J=a{het 
Rosseui oddcd tho I the ex per!, al S!. Luke 
also hiln'~{'-en GlS{'S ;:n. !heir foc:ilit\"\\-"here 
thrr{' i;t; rn ..... crediblr e\·i<lence ag;;in:.;t an 
;;i.ccused ptie.'>t illld rm c\·~drnc(""or a psy· 
chic problem with the- ~iric;t;L 

There arc milnr 11~prc:t;t; of this diffi­
cu~, tllpic nf ckrgr ~e:rnal .aln1~c. indud-

ing the im rortarn:e nf remm·jng :ibuscrs 
from ~nini;<;lr~·. protecting tht right::; of 
ilCCU:SC'd pri.c_·~ls 11h1I rctnrni1'g lo min­
istrr pric;t;l.c; \\'ho posr no tln{'<lt tn the 
faithful. 

i=urthcr complicating thi~ issue i::: ~hr 
foci tho I, in !he po't. ihe Church did not 
deal wel! h•ith dcrgy scxu"I obme. StKh 
prie!'1s nfle11 were tr<lnsfcrrcd quietly to · 
another r;itish, where the ilhtL'ie C1ln­

tinueJ Mown·c-r, critlci:5m of thi~ pil:::t 

prilctice often is llfl foir~ far iu mo.st ca::;I":;, 
bi:shn1\-:s simply wen~ fnHowing lhr rrc­
CJmmcndilt~•lflS of p,o;}·chI11tric ;:ind inrd­
~rnl rxpensofthc time, who considcrLcl 
such scxu,11 ahu::;e to he i1 morai lap::;e 
r<1.th{'r th;in the psychic disorder it is now 
kllown to he. 

"i\1 orny timrs, bishops were acting on 
lhc be<! clinical advice lhe\' had at that 
Ii 111r, -which w~~~ wrn11g;' 1~a.ther Rns~{'! !T 
..... 1id. «\Ve didn't knO\\-' much 1hen, but 

au R SUNDAY ViSITDr.' 

\ve're ie11 rn~ng. Sornctimr~ if,.; cwt _ill~~ a 
Cil.o;c of penplt maki1\_f:. hild j~1dgnll~n 1:;; 

it"s a cu;e of pc1lplc making _iudi:i-n1.:11ts 
h;i:otC'd -clll nm\.·ed inform11tion.~ 

S1i11, the h011.111Lingqur~li1m ri:m11i11~: 
lfthl' ~xpcrls were in rrrnr 10, 211 ~ir .W 
)'t"'1rS ago. :Jre diff{'rttl I errors bring n liH.lc 

10,foy? D 

c,1n>J' i~ fl 5rnior corn:-~pondort jfir 
0111 Suuday \/i~iror 

A return to Holy Angels 
FATHER JOHN CALICOTT, pastor of Holy !wgels Parish in Chicago. vohm­
tarily :ook administrative leave in April of I 99~, after allegaltans surfaced of 
sexual misconduct 19 ars agoFalherCaliconacknowled ed the incidents 

During Father Calicotfs absence. the parishioners of Holy Angels conlin­
ually lobbied the archdiocese for the return of their pas!or. according to 
Father Thomas Paprocki, cha."lcellor of the fuclldiocese of Chicago. The p.arish­
ioners sent peli1ions la the archdiocese, and the parish council met ·Nith arch­
diocesan officials on several occasions. 

"VVhen we began to seriously consider the option [of returning Father 
Calicotl to his parish], we decided one of the key 
elements of all of this was inlmmi,,g the parish;' 
Father Papmcki told Our Sunday Visitor. "Vvemade 
It very clear we would nal put him back in the parish 
unless people were informed. and they were still 
willin9 tc accept him in light of the information." 

Subsequently. Father Paprocki and Bishop Geoige 
Murray;S.J., epi«eopalvicar, mel with 111e Holy Angels' 
parish council and gave I hem inlormalion they felt 
should be shared with 1he parishioners. Tha! infor­
mation was read at all !he SWlday Masses. Then 
B;,,hop Murray spent an eniU,, Sunday, after all Lhe 
Masses, li•lening to parishioners one-<m-one. Mer 
that, a tm·;n-hall meeting for Lhe parish took place. 

But the decision to return. rather Calicotl ta minislry also wa' based on 
1 v1ho 

determined that Faiher Calicott as nol 
a danqertollte people and should be relurned to ministry 
••••••••••••came lo the same conclusion. Further, the sexual 
moleslatian incidents were determined to be isolated e'Jents that had not 
been repeated in the subsequenl I 9 years 

So. on Oct. LS, Father Calicott formally returned as pastor of Holy Angels 
Parish in a ceremony during lhe Sunday litcirgy \/iat included the signing of 
a covenant between Father Calieatt and the parish. Fa!her Paprocki said there 
have been sirn~.~ittiations in which priests have been returned to minis~~Yt 

he believes the formal ceremony and covenan! 
signing are unpre ceden!ecl. 

Jn the covenant. falher Calicott asked for for­
giveness .and acceptance, pledgmg to live hy 
the conditions and restrictions of th~ aoreerne:ii, 
which i.-iclude •••••••••••• 
-and monitoring by an adult when in th<> 
presence of children. 

. The parishioners agreed. in tlieir part or lhe 
!! covenant, thal • ''/\:; the stars are in the sl:y. either 
li seen or unseen. we wilJ surround you vrilh fci -
;; giveness, acceptance and Jcr1e. We will be ca:n · 
!~ mined to yuu, walchful, prayerful and. a,s!s!HYl 
;;, rn many ways th;il you may hve accordmg !•.:r i-~11:: "I: ,-,as very clear from aU of that feedback that 

they really wanted him back.'' Falher Paprocki said. FORGIVING EMJllU!.cE: Father Galico1t welcomed =vEnant:' - Ann c .... ey 

Ministering ta the 
needs of God's people 
th <ough an active 
apos!olale of caring. 

far more ;,-~formatfon: 

Vo{'ation Director Dept. B 
2500 SI. James Road 

Springndd, IL 62101 

Please Will You Help ... ? 

... Help Build 
A Church 

St. \'>;,.illiJ.n"I i~ ::i Mi.':""iirn-,, 1he nnty 

C;llhPHc Cl"lllrch in Q)'.;lri; Cmm1y. OV<" 

c:h:1pd \\"ln S.CJI 75 fk-"<>pt(".\\-~ wan1 lo 
huild a lary::~r church d<..•(Ucah.:·d to Our 
L·uh- or 1he HiU,<:_\'(t- ::.;sci ne..'Cll 
(b~~roum.;; and ~1 mt'1:1ing. h;1U. 

'-"-'e ;i.rw;_• ::i'"kin.g if rou {"";'.In ~le:•~ hdp u~. 
~r ,".~1. :--;-1.:ntJ \'(ltJr ~.ih of ( lHO: ( } S2'i; 

'1s1{».f )S!J)(l(),( )S __ · 

10 

.SI. Wi!ll,.m Ch~~<·Ch 
t•.o. Hn:-; 367. lkfll. O;t;V 

c~. im~~\.'illr. :-.10 656);:;.0~67 
Ann.: FL .k~- 1:une<. o.MJ. 

NEEDED: GENEROUS WDMEN 
~a dedrt;rn ~<"::l!i-~ n 6e-nedie1•ne$ fC1, a 
bcfPTlf"C8"T'ldServictinlcr.i11g-1111during 
~Of b1ndit<"Pf'ed p•:ncm~ who -c:1n11Dt hl!l;i 
t.'111~_D:11i:::rwmli:s1bcinl•llb~e. 

c.n(l1stm-tmarwri1• 
D-ll'IHH!'id:i'll'll:!imn., 

21DI N'!lg!!M FbL Uli11rtp, MS MD 

7 
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Vicar for Regional Services 
Vicar General 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Reverend George Clements 
1146 19th Street, North West 
Suite 250 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear George: 

December 19, 1995 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8271 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

At the time of John Caiicott's reinstatement you 
apparently preached at one of the Masses at Holy Angels and may have led the parishioners to believe that 
an element of racism on the part of the Archdiocese was involved in the delay of John's return. At least, that 
is what was reported to us. 

Bernadette Connolly, the Fitness Review Board Administrator, asked John to explain just what it was that you 
said. John replied on October 26 as follows: 

The theme for Fr. Clements' sermon was, "They can't tum your water off if they never turned 
your water on." Fr. Clements expressed his feelings about the grandness of the "Million Man 
March" and his disappomtment at how many Euro-Americans had received and reported this 
march. He expressed his feelings about what he sees as a current trend to undermine and 
undercut the African American male. He noted that the Roman Catholic Church is not 
without its own elements attempting to do this. He articulated his feelings that the only 
reason Fr. Calicott had been delayed in his return to Holy Angels' parish was the fact that 
he is an African American and that there were those who had attempted to get at him 
(George Clements) but could not do so, and so turned on Fr. Calicott because, ultimately, 
these Archdiocesan individuals do not have the best interests of Holy Angels at heart. 

While you don't specifically refer to racism, I can see where one might conclude that you were suggesting that 
racism did enter into the process of returning John to active ministry. This is most unfortunate, as I believe 
it to be utterly false. On the contrary, John is the only one of the 20 or so priests removed who has been 
allowed to return to his pastorate. How could anyone attribute that to racism on the part of the Archdiocese? 

I really don't know to what extent your congregation that day did conclude that the Archdiocese was racist in 
the way it handled John's case, but I would hope, George, that you would do whatever you can to clarify the 
matter, should the question arise. I, for one, would take great offense at the suggestion that I participated 
in a racially motivated act of injustice towards John. And I presume Cardinal Bernardin would feel the same 
way. 

With best wishes, George, I remain 

pc: Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Reverend John Calicott 
Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
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Phone call to Les Mollohan regarding PFR-13 January 2, 1996 

I spoke w/L.M. regarding J.C. and he conveyed that everything was going well and that John is 
complying with the monitoring program. He informed me that he (L.M.) would be out of the 
country from 1/13/96 to 1128/96. I asked if Bob Miller would be willing to monitor J.C. 's activities. 
He said "yes." 

Phone call to Bishop Murry regarding PFR-13 Febroary 7, 1996 

I returned BM's phone call today. B.M. wanted to know how things were going w/J.C. I informed 
him, according to Les Mollohan, the monitoring seems to be working out. I also requested a copy 
of the signed Covenant. BM said he would send it to me. 

Phone call to J.C., PFR-13 February 16, 1996 

I called J.C. but he was not available. I left a message at Holy Angels. 
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PATRICK G. R.EARDON 

ATIORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

SUITE 1938 

221 NORTH LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601 

MEA CODE 312 

372-5716 

Reverend Patrick O'Malley 
Office of the Vicar for Priests 
Archdioce~e of Chicago 
645 N. Michigan Avenue 
Room 543 
Chicago, Il 60611 

Dear Father O'Malley, 

February 1, 1996 

Enclosed is an itemization of the time spent on the case of 
Father John Calicott. Since this matter has already received some 
public notice, I am not following our format of having the priest 
submit the bill to you privately. 

Needless to say, this bill reflects only a portion of the 
actual hours spent working on John's case. I have not included or 
billed for the dozens of calls and conferences which I felt were 
of a more personal nature. 

I am very thankful for the outcome of this very complex 
matter. I certainly compliment you for your very helpful work and 
caring support of John during his long leave of absence. 

PGR/yo 
Encl: 

Sincer--ely, 
, J ·'l 

f,,. /)fl__/,_/ /7 
(/ ·-~;;t;:;;_/i ~/, i_.)c:._tl./'(;«/r-.. 

Patrick G. Reardon 
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3/31/94 

4/5/94 

4/12/94 

4/14/94 

4/20/94 

4/27/94 

4/29/94 

5/2/94 

5/4/94 

6/20/94 

6/22/94 

6/24/94 

7/20/94 

8/19/94 

8/22/94 

8/22/94 

9/26/94 

PATRICK G. REAI·WON 

ATIORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

SUITE 1938 

221 NORTH LASALLE STREET 
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60601 

BILL FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

FEBRUARY 1, 1996 

Conference with client at office 

Conference with Professional Fitness 
Administrator 

Meet with Holy Angels Parish Group 

Review faxed pages from Steve Sidlowski 

Fax documents 
Fax documents 

Call from (client) 

Call with 

Call with client 

Call with client 

Call to 

Draft authorizations per client's requests 

Review 
Vicar for 

Call to 

Call with client at 
and draft 

Fax documents to client 

Draft authorization form 

-forward to 

Off ice meeting with community 
representative 

HOURS 

2.00 

1. 25 

1. 75 

.20 

NC 
NC 

.50 

NC 

NC 

NC 

.20 

.50 

Ne· 

.50 

NC 

.20 

1. 00 

AREA CODE 312 

372-5716 
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9/26/94 

10/3/94 

11/18/94 

11/29/94 

12/1/94 

Call to NC 

.50 

.25 

NC 

NC 

12/7/94 Meet with client at Mundelein 2.00 

12/9/94 Meet with Fr. O'Malley and James Serritella .25 

12/9/94 Call to NC 

12/12/94 Call to NC 

12/12/94 Call to NC 

1/9/95 Meet with client at office 2.25 

1/11/95 Prepared materials for Cardinal .30 

1/13/95 Letter to Steve Sidlowski with enclosures .20 

1/16/95 Prepared answers to Review 
Board's questions 1.50 

1/17/95 Letter to Cardinal .20 

2/8/95 Phone conference with Steve Sidlowski .35 

2/10/95 

2/13/95 

2/13/95 

3/10/95 

3/13/95 

3/23/95 

Phone conference with 

Phone conference with Steve 
Sidlowski, meet with client at office 
Letter to 
with enclosures 

Received Fax from Steve Sidlowski 

Meet with potential witness in case 

Meet with client- draft consent form 

Prep. file for submission to 

• 3 0 

2.00 

NC 

2.00 

.50 

.25 
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4/4/95 

5/9/95 

6/95. 

6/26/95 

7/8/95 

Prep. file for submission to Review Board, 
Vicar and Cardinal 

Letter to Vicar 

Conference at office with client re: 
statement to review board and Holy Angels 

Receive and review documents 
from Fr. Paprocki 

Review fax from Bishop Murray 

8/1/95 Meet with client at Fr. O'Malley's office 

8/4/95 Meet with client- discuss and draft 
formal request for 2nd stage review 

8/7/95 Review fax from Bernadette Connolly 

8/7/95 Review fax from 

8/15/95 Prep. file for submission to Review Board, 
Vicar and Cardinal 

8/18/95 Meet at State Parkway 

8/18/95 Receive and review draft from Archdiocese 

9/12/95 Meet with client at office 

9/27/95 Meet at Chancery 

9/28/95 Phone conference with Fr. Paprocki and 
Fr. Calicott 

10/6/95 Receive and review fax 

10/10/95 Receive and review proposed statements 
by Archdiocese 

10/18/95 Phone calls with Fr. Calicott, 

.25 

.20 

2.50 

.50 

1. 0 

.75 

.20 

.50 

.50 

1. 50 

.30 

1. 50 

1. 50 

.50 

.15 

.30 

Bernadette Connolly and Chancery- Sr. McBrien .50 

10/19/95 Review fax from client . 15 

33.75 hrs. 

33.75 hrs. @ $150/hr.= $5,062.50 

TOTAL DUE: $5,062.50 
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Phone call from Bishop George Murry regarding PFR-13 2/16/96 

• I spoke w/BGM today regarding PFR-13. BGM reported John seems to be doing 
well within the parish community but has encountered difficulties within the school. 
Part of this is attributed to the school's enrollment. Not all of the families are part 
of Holy Angels parish, thus difficulties have arisen in terms of JC's return. BGM 
also reported that JC feels is not helpful. BGM 
advised that the PFRA set up a mtg w/JC to see how things are going. I also asked 
BGM to send me a signed copy of the covenant - he said he would. 

Phone call to PFR-13 3/18/96 

• I spoke w/JC today and we will be mtg at 10:00 a.m. on 3/26/96 at Holy Angels. 
Dan Coughlin will also be attending. 

3/18/96 

• 

Phone call to Dan Coughlin regarding PFR-13 3/18/96 

• I spoke with Sister Joyce and relayed the mtg date that Dan and I will attend with 
J.C. 

MAR1896 

13 
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.. ' . ., 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIBW BOARD 

Minutes of Board Meeting 
February 17, 1996 

10:00 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 

Board Members Present: 

Others Present: 

Bernadette Connolly Thomas J. Paprocki 

Mar1696 

* The Review Board approved the Minutes of the December 16, 1995 meeting. The 
January 20, 1996 meeting was postponed due to lack of a quorum. 

A. 
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. . . . 

• 
B . 

c. 

D. Matter or PFR-13 John Calicott 

E. Other Matters 

• 

• 

• 

The Administrator informed the Board of hiring Dorothy Vercruysse as the new 
Administrative Assistant. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for March 16, 1996 at 10:00 a.m . 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 03/22/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 50 

12 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/12/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10127/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

13 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/19/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

13 
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-
MEETING WITH PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

April 20. 1996 

Bishop Gorman: Let me begin by speaking for Julia, John and 
myself to commend this Review Board. We have been watching it as 
everybody else has for almost three years, and we would like to 
commend you for your work and dedication, the sincerity and zeal 
with which you address this very difficult task. As you know, we 
have been asked by the Cardinal to review how the system is 
working. We have received a written report from all the elements 
of the process, like yourselves and the Vicar of Priests and all 
the components of the process. We have also been talking to 
people across the country and we have found it most interesting. 
It has been a slow process to put all th~se pieces together. We 
appreciate being part of your meeting today to gain your 
reactions. So Julia, maybe you could begin--

We wanted to start by getting to know how each of you got 
appointed to the committee. Did you volunteer? Were you 
approached? What made you -- (uproarious laughter!) -- what made 
you feel that you were uniquely qualified to sit on this board 
and how do you feel that the initial stages of your membership 
were helpful to you in terms of doing the job? Maybe-you 
could start since you're the chairperson. 

1111: I'll be surprised if we hear any volunteers in this group. 
I know that I received a request, a phone call, not a letter, to 
be on it. Certain seats on the board are linked to certain roles 
and I believe I have the "attorney" spot. I don't think I am 
uniquely qualified to be on this board but I do suspect that I 
was invited because I work with a lot of cases of child abuse and 
neglect. 

11111111: I have no idea how I got here except that everything 
that happens in this diocese connected with s-e-x seems to land 
on my desk. I have no idea who commandeered me. I think it was 
from Cardinal Bernardin. 

said I would give it a try and here I am. We struggle through 
together. 

111111111= I think the Cardinal sent out a letter and all your 
enemies put your name down. I figured I was the oldest--there 
were three slots, so I think that's how they picked us. I have 
no qualifications. 

I received a letter also. That was a surprise. I 
was on the APC and I represent the parents, I guess. I don't 
think that has been a predominant role. I don't see myself in 
that role although it is a factor. I don't bring any particular 
professional expertise that the others do. I would say that my 
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experience here -- I find myself being able to contribute. After 
some initial hesitancy, I felt that I was able to join in with 
the group dynamic that's been here. It's been a wonderful group. 
Especially that first year was very challenging and a very 
interesting year. I think we bonded because of it. I think the 
fact that nobody has left this group in three and a half years 
says a lot and I'm grateful that the case load has dropped 
considerably and I think we've done some good work together. 

11111111: I just got a letter saying that my name was surfaced by 
the priests. I guess that's because I was Dean for a long time 
and many got to know me and that's why I was chosen. I was very 
surprised and found it very awesome to come down and I felt 
unskilled for it as well, but as we became more confident, I was 
happy to be part of the group. 

111111111: I received a letter, I believe, because I had sent a 
letter to the Cardinal in response to a message that was read at 
Mass on this issue--one of the early letters. There was a lot 
about compassion and I was upset because it did not mention the 
criminal element of it. I also knew Tom from Leadership Chicago 
and I am also Hispanic. I wrote the letter saying that I was a 
survivor of child sexual abuse. I continue to voice the opinion 
that there should be a survivor of clerical abuse on the board. 
My abuser was not a priest. The Church has been part of my 
healing rather than of my abuse. But I still believe that there 
should be a representative who is a victim of clerical abuse. 

Well, I think Bishop Conway put my name in, probably for 
two reasons. I have had a long history of working with children 
and parents in my role in the mental health center of Catholic 
Charities. I've also had a lot of dealings with the priests of 
the diocese in different ways. As Director of the Mental Health 
Center I know pastors and priests at the parish level and I 
taught at the seminary a long time ago and I know in that way 
many of the younger priests and have kept in touch. So I think 
that combination brought me here. 

Did you receive any training? 

We had an orientation day that included some training. It was 
half a day on two different occasions. 

What did it consist of? 

We had some orientation from 
the team that 

Victim Assistance but also the Crisis Intervention 
Keenan was there also from Trinity House. He gave a really good 
piece. Dr. Hardy came in. It was stretched out over a period of 
time but I considered it helpful. 

I think what's a little hard to remember is that we were 
inundated with a lot during the first six months. We're now down 
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to one day a month, but we were meeting with the Executive 
Committee several times a week before we had a regular meeting. 
It's hard to remember just how fast all of this happened. Some 
parts of the meetings were orientation, others were organization 
and planning. We had to find an Executive Director and what was 
to be the methodology for that--job description and all that. 
All this was happening at the same time. 

It wasn't really until we hired Steve that we developed some 
structure. It took us a while to get there. 

I'm not being critical. We just wanted to know how it went for 
you. 

Tom is sitting there quietly and he was part of all this. 

Paprocki: Maybe I can back up even to your first question about 
how all these people were chosen. I think some of the names were 
surfaced by others, but it was basically the Cardinal's request 
from Ken Velo who was then his Executive Assistant to put 
together some names. Those of you who know now Msgr. Velo are 
aware that he knows just about everybody in this Archdiocese, so 
he was a good person to surface names. He presented a list to 
the Cardinal's Cabinet and the Cardinal was asked to review the 
final list and make these selections. When I was asked to be the 
Cardinal's delegate, it was a matter of convening the group , and 
as said, it was initially trying to get things organized in 
terms of job description and how we would go about hiring the 
administrator and that took quite a bit of time so we were 
meeting a couple of times a week. We had quite a few 
applications so we set some time aside to interview people. So 
part of those meetings would be for interviewing and screening 
and trying to get organized. Once we got Steve hired, things 
started to become more structured and we had those initial 
sessions with the advisory committee including the lawyers and 
Dr. Hardy, Father Keenan and that was the basis of the 
orientation. 

So Dr. Hardy and Father Keenan were the only diocesan---

How long was Dr. Hardy with you? 

It was about an hour. 

Was there a review of the literature, the articles that the 
Commission had passed on? 

I recall that were directed to read Slayer of the Soul. As we 
went along we read and brought articles in. Overall, I would say 
that basically we learned by doing. I don't know how one could 
be prepared for the challenge that we have had. We've had to get 
into actually discussing particular cases. The allegations began 
to come in. It was rather overwhelming. I think we all 
struggled to get a handle on this, trying to be as objective as 
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we could and to be as thorough as we could. It was not easy. I 
don't think we've made too many mistakes, actually. We did make 
a few, looking back. I don't know how we could have been 
prepared. We might have had a little more technical training in 
things like recovered memories and other very specific areas. 

I think it's important to remember, too, that back then, in 
addition to trying to become organized the cases were coming 
pretty fast and furious so it wasn't like we could say "Let's 
take the next five meetings and dispassionately analyze the 
subject matter .. " At every meeting we were immediately dealing 
with cases. 

There were some documents that we had left behind. Research 
-papers- -done- by-various authorities in the field. All of us had 
worked with those -- a couple of thousand articles plus some 
books. Did any of those resurface as resources for you? 

They're here. I don't know that we were even given them as a big 
pile of materials to study. Individuals have brought articles to 
the meetings. I don't recall any compilation being brought. 

We disposed of all the files but we thought those were useful 
tools. Just like yourselves. We were looking to all these 
authorities for guidance. 

Were you given copies of Slayer of the Soul or was that something 
you individually obtained? 

Individually ... 

So basically, you believe that our materials are here in sort of 
a library but they were never duplicated or disseminated? 

They are here. I think we assumed also that the material that 
was digested in the Commission's report probably represented the 
crux of your opinion. The issues and the experience and the 
decisions that professionals brought to you. At least I made 
that assumption. I did reading on my own. Looking back, and I 
have reviewed that material a number of times, I think it did 
capture the essence of what is known, which is not much, about 
the sexual abuse of children, even less about clerical sexual 
abuse 

This latest book that's out now: Priest Pedophile --every member 
of the board was given a copy of it. 

We were next interested in the process that you began to follow 
in doing the reviews and addressing the issues. Along that line, 
when your chairperson, , came to talk to us, she brought 
us a copy of four recommendations that you have adopted at one of 
your meetings. The first one is directed to an issue that has 
surfaced in many of our interviews. It seems to be one of the 
core issues in this entire process. The first recommendation to 
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us is that we reinforce our earlier recommendation that the 
Administrator select the professionals to conduct the 
evaluations. That she work with the other professionals but that 
the final decision be here in the office of Professional Fitness 
review. That kind of fits in with an area that we have addressed 
in several interviews and that is the area of just your 
interaction, your relation with the Vicar of Priests Office and 
the advisory committee that advises the Vicar. It comes down to 
another area that we had some questions about and that was the 
development of these twenty-plus questions you ask of treating 
facilities and therapists as opposed to receiving a full report. 
Will each of you address how you see that relationship with the 
Vicar ... with his advisory group .•. do you see that there have been 
two parallel processes developing, or do you see a tension 
between the Vicar for Priests Office and the PAR Administrator 
and the PFRB that you don't think is helpful? 
After our interviews we do think that this is a troubled area 
which clearly needs to be addressed in anything the Commission 
recommends to the Cardinal. 

I think the roles are different and that creates a difference in 
the way things are handled. A lot of times we felt that we came 
to decisions without being fully informed. We were making 
decisions based on reports that we didn't know how the treatment 
facility was decided upon. And then that was all the information 
we had and we had to make decisions on partial information. It's 
a difference in roles. The Vicar has a different position than 
we do. 

Why was the information limited for you? 

Sometimes we don't get full reports unless the priest signs a 
waiver. 

But the Vicar of Priests would have the full report? 

Not necessarily. Sometimes the attorneys would advise the priest 
not to release the information to us. In the beginning I think 
it was confusing to the Vicar--was he an advocate for the priest? 
Previously he had been making decisions with the Advisory Board, 
so he had a double position. As it has evolved, I think it has 
been clarified that there are things we are not told about. The 
priest had given information to the Vicar that he did not want us 
to know, and he was advised legally. I think it was very 
confusing. I thought we were wading in areas that we didn't 
know. I think it's clarified somewhat. I think that Pat 
probably found it confusing, too--what he could say; what he 
couldn't say. 

Pat would come to the meetings? 

If we asked him to come. One time he came and sat with the guy-­
the Calicott case. He was there with the lawyer when we 
interviewed John. So Pat was in a kind of double role. I think 
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sometimes the priest would confide in him thinking that it was 
all private. 

Did you as a board feel a difficulty in making a recommendation 
to the Cardinal with limited information? 

Yes. Some of that was that whole sense of not knowing enough 
about the situation. Whether or not the Vicar, or the priest, or 
the administrative committee somehow had a negative impact on the 
process, I don't think that happened. But in the Calicott case, 
that's a different matter. It would be worth exploring that just 
to get a sense of the pitfalls that we encountered. 

What we thought we'd do is to through the process and then come 
back to the Calicott at the end. 

I agree. I think that some of it was--there is some tension--! 
don't think it needs to be exaggerated. Initially, both Pat 
O'Malley and Ralph were at all the meetings. And then it evolved 
that Pat did not want to attend those meetings any more and we 
felt that because of that it would be unfair for Ralph to be 
there. And then the movement of the Office to this place 
reinforced the separation. I think there's a great advantage to 
be visibly away from the Pastoral Center. There may have been 
decline in communication. That may just be a matter that Steve's 
background was a legal one and he was our primary link. So 
perhaps the Vicar of Priests Office may have seen Steve, or even 
the board, as being less interested in those issues that now 
we're saying feel are very important--finding treatment and 
finding diagnosis, etc. Now we have Bernadette with a different 
background which seems closer to that which the commission had 
recommended, so that sort of strengthens our interests in seeing 
that the Administrator should take a greater role in those 
issues. 

I think it goes without saying, but let me say that none of this 
is an issue of personalities. We've all been learning our roles. 
From my view the Vicar for Priests has become an advocate for the 
priests. They've been freed up from the neutral role. The 
advisory group is more the role of a risk management. We are 
asked to review what has happened and to make a recommendation so 
that children will be protected. We are, however, only advisory. 
We cannot enforce. Now, I'm not saying that is bad at all. But 
I think there is an inherent flaw that a group that is totally 
dependent upon the cooperation of others can only receive 
information about the person only from someone who is their 
advocate, and can only seek a diagnostic evaluation or treatment 
from someone who's chosen by someone who is an advocate for the 
priest. We're simply at the mercy of whatever they choose to 
give us or withhold. Our information or our decisions can't be 
as good as they ought to be because we are not in a position to 
gather the information we need. 

AOC 010737 



Have you talked among yourselves, or talked at some point, about 
taking a position that you would not deal with the issue of 
return of a priest if you did not have full access to all of the 
therapeutic test reports? 

Yes. 

And what conclusion did you come up with? 

Is that when we devised that questionnaire in order to get the 
information ourselves in some general way at least? To satisfy 
our own consciences? 

Did you discuss the alternative of saying to a priest who was 
looking for return, nwe will not consider this until we have all 
the full reports?" 

We discussed it but I don't think we ever really pushed the thing 
to the point that we would not take a case at this table unless 
we have full information. One reason I can think of--we realized 
early on that we were not going to get full reports. The 
attorneys would not allow that. Probably other reasons too. The 
priests did not want to share very often. And we didn't want to 
create a situation where there would be a damper on the priest. 
If we're going to go through the assessment and treatment process 
we need to have a man entered into those processes who is 
committed and ready to cooperate as possible. So we have to be 
careful with the information which surfaces between the therapist 
and the priest and the assessor. For that reason we felt that we 
could go along with the questionnaires that we developed. I 
would like to see the questionnaires in place regardless of what 
decision is made in the arrangement of treatments, etc. We 
slanted the questionnaire to serve our particular needs. We have 
certain issues like the level of denial, the strengths of the 
priest related to survival in partial.ministry, areas like that. 
We are particularly interested in these and neither the assessor 
of the therapist will touch upon those unless we provide some 
guidelines. So we consider those questionnaires valuable. In 
terms of our relationship with the Vicar, it's been an up-and­
down thing. My personal feeling is that it is extremely 
important for the health of this whole process that we have a 
very good relation between the Review Board and the Vicar, the 
Review Board as represented by our administrator, and also that 
we are able to communicate well with the Vicar. We need the 
Vicar's input. We don't know the priests. Usually we have had 
to make our decisions without a mental image of the man we are 
talking about. There is a lot of information the Vicar can give 
us. We just don't decide "Well, this is man to send to St. 
Luke .. or to St. Louis ... or to Trinity House. A lot of that 
decision depends upon the personality, the readiness of the 
person. There are things about him that we do not know. We hope 
to have the kind of collaboration that will enable each of us, 
the Board and the Vicar, to grow in knowledge of the priest and 
the ability to handle the case. 
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(tape changed) 

We got together with Father O'Malley and Father Canary and we 
discussed a collaborative model and had this reviewed by various 
parties. For some reason this has not worked, 

and I think certain emotional things 
were very difficult in that situation and might have turned it. 

We might mention that we've been asked for second assessments 
from different agencies in certain cases. When we've been 
unsatisfied with. out original assessment, we've asked the priest 
to go and get a second assessment. 

Now, who would choose that place for the second assessment? 

Well, the mental health committee would make a recommendation-­
sometimes the Vicar. The important thing is that it came from 
the Board. There were times when we said 11 We want a particular 
person or agency--- 11 Isn't that the case? It's not like we've 
been powerless or that everything is going through the Vicar of 
priests. I think the point of our concern is that there have 
been times when the Vicar, perhaps has played a larger role than 
he should. 

Have you been more or less satisfied with the kinds of diagnostic 
reports that you have been getting from the places? 

Sometimes we have. It's difficult to answer that question. Some 
of us would say "No." Others would say "Sometimes." We have 
different views here. 

For the judgment you need to make--and with the information that 
you have--

Many of them are totally useless. Money down the drain. 

Well, this is a key issue. This whole thing of quality control 
on who the assessors are. You can't have people going out and 
getting someone to give them a favorable decision. So this board 
is going to have to be empowered to make those kinds of 
decisions.- You're not going to have any credibility in your own 
hearts unless you have confidence in those people you use. 

There is a second or third system here that I want to throw on 
the table. I believe that there is another issue beyond 
ourselves or the Vicar. Someone else, higher up, would have made 
a decision so I think we need to admit that there is another 
system concerned about discoverability. That leads me to believe 
that the diocese as an entity is nervous about how much 
information comes to this board because it's discoverable in 
litigation. I realize that this doesn't change my position one 
iota but I know it's a concern that is somehow playing itself 
out. 
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It is ... and it may be a role whose legitimacy is predominant. 
All you were talking about is monitoring continued treatment and 
continued therapy for a priest or an ex-priest. But when you 
come to the issue of a priest asking to return to ministry ... and 
this is what I was getting at ... at that point have you felt that 
you can say to that person--attorney, advocates, whatever--we 
will not consider the issue of recommending a return to parish 
ministry unless we have full disclosure of all the reports. Did 
you talk about doing that? 

Yes. 

You've had a couple of cases where you've had less than full 
information. Did you consider saying awe will not consider that 
until we have everything?" Or you considered it and decided to 
act knowing that you did not have everything? Or you didn't 
think you were in a position to be able to demand it? 

There are a couple of levels of response to that. There were 
some situations where it was the priest, or the priest's 
advisors, where they said "We're not going to give you that" and 
we've said that we are not going to operate without it, but we 
have tried to work out a compromise on what we want. In that 
regard we chose to act. If it was a situation where we got some 
information responding to our questions and we thought there was 
more, that's a different situation. The board has chosen not to 
give a response. 

I don't ever recall a situation where we've felt that we had to 
make a decision even though we don't know enough to make it. 
We've been able to hold back saying that we just don't have what 
we need. I'm not sure that we've gone to the point of making 
that kind of demand. I think the questionnaire was sought as a 
tool to get the information that we needed. Sometimes that 
worked. There were other times when the quality of the answers 
was just not there. It really depends upon who does it and how 
they do it. It's been a mixed bag. We haven't drawn a hard and 
fast rule and many of these cases are so unique that we have to 
work with the individual. 

I think sometimes when you get reports--I don't think anybody 
would say that there are no risks. So, it's always kind of 
qualified so we're always left with questions. We know that 
they're never going to give an unqualified response. It's how 
they couch it. 

The original was 11 no riskn __ 

Then they will say "minimal risk" or "not significant risk." 

That has all kind of legal implications for therapists. One way 
we could set it up so that it would be impossible for us to 
recommend that a priest would go back. That's one position. So 
I think we get different kinds of statements. 
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From the clinical field? Are you getting statements that it's 
possible now in terms of recent research to send someone back 
into contact with children? Is that the basis for this? 

No. We don't have that recent research. This field is very new. 
We've only got a few years experience with this. One struggles 
with the fact that part of the syndrome is total denial and 
denial is very difficult to break through. So, of course, they 
tell their therapist that the Lord's on my side and I'm find 
which is not true. So we're erred on the side of caution just 
because we know that aspect. Another part of our agenda is 
really to work toward getting them excellent therapeutic help so 
that the priest does not go to jail. So it's been a difficult 
era. We've struggled and we've had naive therapists ... 

And the therapists' reluctance to see a priest in 
their role has been another aspect that we have struggled with. 

There are lots of variables when you begin to look through the 
different experiences we've had. This whole issue of sexual 
abuse of children--there is just so little known about it--a lot 
of speculation. But now, even with what seems to be a basic 
conclusion that this is not a curable disorder, this seems to be 
bending at the edges. 

We've been troubled by 
different kinds of evaluations that come from the different 
providers. You're saying that we should perhaps have full 
control about selecting the assessors and the therapist, and I 
think we should have a lot of control ... that still brings forth 
the issue of who are the quality assessors and quality 
therapists. 

It's the luck of the draw as to whoever is going to be the 
evaluator when the case comes to a specific center, so that is a 
very difficult.issue. 

You have the differing views of therapists and assessors who are 
involved, and the differing quality of the providers and I would 
have thought that the one provider that came up with that left 
field diagnosis was a good provider. I'm not prepared to use 
that. 
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You mentioned the research. One of the problems is that this is 
from criminal behavior. It is really useless because 99.9% of it 
comes from behind bars. That's not valid research. 

A lot of it. But some of Becker's research that we've looked 
at ... we talked to Becker, Berlin, Abel ... you know that big study 
that was done with the government's certificate that indicated 
that they would not prosecute if there was disclosure ... it's 
probably as reliable as we're going to get. 

I know Gene Abel. He is marketing his tool. 

We know that ... 

But that's a problem. I really doubt whether he can say that 
this has fixed these men and they can go back. 

He's worked with a lot of professionals, too. 

Since we've come to Calicott, what was the basis? 

I cannot speak for all. I recommended the return for the main 
reason that the community knew and requested for him to come 
back. On the basis of work that was done in Canada in Montreal 
by Bruno c---, that when the whole family knew that the father 
was a molester and they banded together to protect all of the 
other members, the father was allowed to return to the home and 
the others became the guardians. In that sense, this one was 
worth a trial because the community would act as his guardian 
having requested "We want this man back. 11 Now we knew he had 
massive denial. We knew that wouldn't whitewash. We didn't get 
any further complaints other than the two young men who were 
involved. And that was the basis on which our dialog was based 
and we finally agreed to give him a trial. 
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Is that what 0 pastoral considerationn means? 

I don't think we used that language. That was used by the other 
group, not by us. I don't believe that the board decision was 
made on pastoral considerations. That term came for the other 
groups that were involved. 

In the research you mentioned, the term "father" was --

The natural father--in terms of incest in the family. 

Then you extrapolated that to this situation--

To give it a trial ... since this community was so bent on getting 
their priest back again, the majority of the community knew that 
this man had had this behavior and that they were willing to 
watch him, .it seemed worth this experiment. Now it is knew, but 
this is the field and we struggled with this decision. 

Is that basically why everybody else voted for it? 

We didn't all vote for it. There were two who did not. 

I was surprised at what you said that day. I was prepared to 
vote against it. I actually went with 
I'm not an expert and I had read the articles that had been 
published and a couple of articles in America that these people 
are reappointable. 1111 and I had interviewed John and I tended 
to believe that this was an isolated thing. I know he could have 
been lying but I tended to believe him and it had never been 
brought forth. It had become public and there were opportunities 
for others to come forth even though it was difficult. So it was 
an accumulation of these things, so I did base my decision on 1111 

The accuser even requested that he be reassigned. He came before 
the Board and he's the only one that we ever had do that. 

The accuser appeared in front of all of you? 

No, the same sub-committee. There were just three volunteers. 
In two cases where the priest wanted to meet with the board, we 
had a volunteer sub-committee meet with them. One case was 
Calicott and this young man. Another small group met with another 
priest who had asked to meet with the board. No one has ever met 
with the full board. 

Did this small group meet with Fr. Calicott's ~ 

No. His lawyer was there andllll was there. The other case we 
met with a young man, his lawyer and there is a transcript of 
that. 
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And with Fr. 111111, it was the same group? 

No, it was a different group. 

Why have you decided to follow that procedure rather than to have 
the person meet with the full board? 

Some just didn't want to do it. They refused. 

They didn't perceive this as part of their role? 

That's right. The concern was expressed by some of the board 
members that it could become too litigious if we started having 
people come with their lawyers. The board itself decided that we 
would go with those who were willing to form small committees. 
This has always been on a request basis. We have not initiated 
any of these. 

Let's talk about the Calicott case for a moment from the point of 
time. I thought that a vote was taken at the first part of 
August and it was a negative vote. Then eighteen days later, it 
came in positive. Does that timing sound right? 

No, it was a matter of months. There was a negative vote and it 
was a good two or three months later. The original vote was not 
to return him "at this time." We left the door open to his 
return at some time in the future. And that's when there started 
to be some discrepancy because that time period was not clear. I 
think Fr. Calicott, working with his lawyer and Fr. O'Malley took 
that to mean "in a hundred days" or something like that. As I 
sat here with the board, I was hearing something like "in a year, 
or two years .. " So that started to build up the tension and it 
was a good two/three months later ... 

What happened in those two/three months? 

The request from the community to get him back again. 

And that was in the nature of what? Did you receive a petition? 

There were petitions directed to this board? 

And that was after the first decision? 

They had been received from the time he was first pulled out. 
From the beginning they were coming. 

What changed after you voted not to return him "at this time. 0 

I think a very significant factor that never happened in any 
other case was the constant message from the Cardinal that he 
would like to be able to send Fr. Calicott back if the board felt 
that there was some way in which it could be done. I believe 
that this caused the board members to start off with the premise 
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"Is there some way we can return this man .. " which is a different 
approach than has happened in any other case. I suspect it was 
done for pastoral reasons, but that was a message, or a factor 
that has not happened in any other case. 

I felt that too. I felt that pressure. When we had Bishop 
Goedert and Bishop Murry come. 

What was their message? 

I was really offended by their coming and the pressure put on us 
by that case. I almost quit and I'm still considering quitting. 
It has damaged my view of the whole process but it was very clear 
that Murry didn't know some of the facts. There were two cases 
that we knew of and a third name where we had not been able to 
find the young man. It always got minimized. It doesn't matter 
whether this kid, or the community wanted him to come back. A 
lot of it had to do with race; a lot of it had to do with a 
decision already being made that this man was going to go back. 
The pressure was here and it was treated much differently than 
any other case. I was really very angered by it, and upset by 
it, and I still am. I don't think he belongs there. He has 
manipulated everybody and everything and continues to do that. I 
don't know whether there will ever be another case or not. If I 
were out there I would never call in ... it was pressure, 
significant pressure that had not occurred on any other case. I 
would have voted more easily to return at this point than 
Calicott because there's a difference in the man. Not because of 
the pressure. 

I don't know him at all. But I just thought it would work and it 
was worth a trial to see how it goes. 

Ill, did you vote with the impression that there was full 
disclosure made out there? 

No. It was full knowledge of the community that made me say what 
I did. 

Full knowledge of the risks ... 

... of the parish. There had been so much coverage by the media, 
by so many pickets around the Cardinal's house, so many 
requests ... ! had forgotten about the petitions. The community 
was saying that they would look after their own. OK ... give it a 
try. 

In everything we have seen, it has been characterized as 
"inappropriate behavior." It seems to me in the stuff I have 
read about the research you mentioned, there has been full 
disclosure. Everybody knows what father has been doing. We 
don't have a kind of generic ninappropriate behavior.n But 
everything out there has come back under those terms. 

AOC 010745 



That's part of John's denial ... 

Well, we wonder then if the whole community really understands 
what John had been up to .•• was he rubbing someone's back? ... and 
as a result they rose up and wanted him back. We wonder if this 
was truly an informed decision on the part of the community out 
there? That they wanted back the father and they knew exactly 
what he did do? 

The impression I think a number of us had was that the community 
had sufficient understanding. What "sufficient" is can also beg 
a question. I recall being satisfied with the process at the 
parish. 

If I heard you right, it was a one-time occurrence? 

That's what he said. 

We read the case. We read the whole case. It was over a two and 
a half year period. And there were two cases with a third name. 
The bigger question is, did you all rely on the fact that the 
community knew and was willing to forgive and protect their 
members? Or did your really vote because you felt the pressure? 
I have a sense from everything we've read that you did no 
initiate this. It came to you; you voted it down and it kept 
coming back to you from the Archdiocese and that you kind of 
approached it as "They want to do this. What kind we do to 
build around it to make it safe?" 

I would say that that is an over-simplification of what happened. 

I would say that it was right on target. 

Well, so we had different views. 

This is opening old wounds. 

Well this case is the crux of what is going on. 

It's also the crux of the whole process. The whole process is 
being examined in this one case. 

I don't feel that I responded to pressure. I didn't feel that 
much pressure. Even at the end, I wasn't that sure that the 
Cardinal wanted him to go back. His message began to soften 
around the edges. I did a lot of thinking about Fr. Calicott. I 
did meet him and talk to him. I read everything that he wrote 
and everything that 1111 gave us. The bottom line for me was that 
I didn't think he would abuse a child again. And I don't think 
he will. That was my reason for judging. As far as responding 
to pressure from the diocese or priests, I don't do that. I've 
had enough experience in fending that off, that I wouldn't. I 
had sympathy with the parishioners. I had confidence that we 
could set up the kind of restrictions that we needed. As far as 
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"no risk" is concerned, if we follow that line, then we prob~bly 
don't even need a process because as soon as we learn that there 
has been some kind of credible sexual abuse or activity, then 
it's over for the priest. That's it. We don't talk about even 
treatment perhaps unless out of the goodness of our hearts we 
want to provide 

(end of tape) 

I have no regrets about Fr. Calicott. 

So this has been kind of a development, at least in your 
judgement, as you learned the cases. The criteria that you laid 
for the Calicott case--would you now want to go back and apply it 
to other people, if this is sort of new criteria? 

We're thinking about it for Fr. 
for and I considered Fr. 
than Fr. Calicott in terms of abuse. 

I would think about it 
to be more questionable 

But some of the other cases you've looked at--the offense was 
much less than Calicott, much less. 

I think there has to be a matter of individual judgement in each 
case. Yes. I hate to name names, and I don't know how far I 
should go with that at this time. There have been some who did 
much less, and yet, continued until recently to exhibit very 
seductive behavior that could easily be very damaging and led to 
something serious. A priest like that I would be very concerned 
about. Again, in response to your question, yes, there has been 
some evolution in my thinking. I am not ready to conclude, and I 
would not act on anything for this reason, that all sexual abuse 
is something that can be cured. I think there are different 
levels of it. I think it has different causes. I rejected 1111 

, but that was for another reason. 

How much was race involved in the decision? 

I think there was pressure because he was Black. 

I think it's inevitable. I try and look at each case 
individually, so I'm not sure which case is far more of this 
involvement. There was not alcohol in this mix with Calicott. I 
know just from s reactions with this man not complying 
with the monitoring, that he must have long sociopathic streaks. 
That would have surfaced without him returning or with him 
returning. I felt that we had better watch over him if he was 
returned. So I guess that explains. I haven't regretted that 
decision. I don't know that we've had that much cause to regret 
yet from what's happened in this community. In a way it seems to 
have happened perfectly with what's going on around him. He did 
comply with There had to be some 
redemption there. If he begins to drag some of the denial back 
in, I don't know. But it's new and it's a trial. 
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One of the issues that we have tried to look at is whether or not 
the Calicott case has some precedential value and whether or not 
he needs to be looked at in terms of fairness and equity and 
justice for other priests who have been removed. It certainly 
was not characterized in the Church as a rule, as an experiment. 
We have been through every case. We know what they're accused of 
and what they've admitted to, etc. There are many, as the Bishop 
says, that did far less than what Fr. Calicott did to that young 
man, for a far shorter period, who are removed. And we know that 
there was pressure starting to build from some of the priests who 
have been removed, to be returned. We wonder if you view 
Calicott as a precedent and are going to look at future cases in 
light of Calicott. In other words, if somebody like Calicott can 
have some fences built around him in terms of his living 
situation, and his parochial situation, and his ministry 
situation, should we return him to parish ministry? Is that the 
way you're going to look at future cases? We looked at .... 

--that if they petitioned 
Calicott case as sort of a precedent? 
because of the race situation that you 
to do that again? 

and we 
with 

you, would you use that 
Or is Calicott so unique 
don't feel that you want 

I think one of the differences for me would be that they'd have a 
tough time finding a community that would take them back. I 
think race for me had something to do with that. It was an 
African-American parish, a unique kind of situation. Maybe they 
didn't know exactly what had happened, I don't know. Bishop 
Murry went out and talked to them. He spent two weekends in 
there. I don't know what kind of questions they asked him or 
what he said. When I asked him about the Mass, he said that the 
papers did not report it accurately. He said, "I was there." 
And I said, "It doesn't sound to me like John said what he was 
supposed to say." And he said, "I'm saying that he did, and the 
papers didn't get it right." So that's all I know about what 
John said at the Mass. 

Did you get the transcript of his remarks? 

No. 

There was a transcript. 

Oh no, I never got it. I just talked to Bishop Murry about it. 

Can I just say, there was some of it that was right. We have met 
with Fr. for an extensive period of time, the three of us. 
You apparently had a subcommittee that met. That's the next item 
probably on your agenda. Are you going to do that? Do you view 
the Calicott case as having any impact on that? Because Fr. 
llllll's certainly does. There's a group petitioning his return. 

AOC 010748 



In general, I don't think that we have relied very heavily on 
past cases to weigh the definite judgement on a particular case 
that we're dealing with. We try to draw lessons from them, but I 
don't think that there's kind of a new wave of thinking on our 
part because of this case, certainly not on my part. So, I think 
we have always appreciated the uniqueness of these cases. The 
Calicott case is more interesting in terms of the systemic issues 
rather than how they affect a particular case. 

The statement was that this was an exception. The Cardinal 
called it that. Do you see the Calicott case an exception to the 
process you have and will follow? 

No, I don't. I don't know whether it's going to be the only case 
or not. We don't know what's going to come up with regard to Fr. 

We began to talk about Fr. 's return to ministry 
before we had to deal with the Fr. Calicott matter, if ou 

We're not talking with any of these men of returning to ministry 
with children. Fr. Calicott is not, but although as pastor, 
perhaps children are more vulnerable. He is not supposed to be 
alone with children or in situations that would make him 
vulnerable. 

That's a tough part of the job. I think monitoring is almost an 
impossible task to do. If it's ninety percent effective or 
eighty-five, it's impossible to monitor somebody like that. 

For me, the Calicott case is not a precedent for or 
anyone else because I don't happen to agree with it. But I'd 
like to say something about , something about Calicott's 
case. Outside this board, I happen to know a lot of people at 
Holy Angels. Most of those people don't believe he did anything 
wrong. So I think there's such immense denial over there that 
while I agree that this is a good model and we can use it, I 
don't think it fits in this case. I'm not convinced that 
children are not in danger because people don't believe over 
there, for the most part, that he did anything wrong, and they 
aren't watching him. What they're watching is to protect Fr. 
Calicott from us. They're not watching to protect kids from Fr. 
Calicott. And I think that's a very serious concern. They 
consider the whole monitoring a joke. They talk about it, oh so­
and-so, but they're not there. And there's this, "Oh we'll be 
careful if anybody asks if somebody was there." So I think 
that's one whole separate issue in what's going there. I know 
that it's twice as hard for the diocese to un-do what's happened 
than it ever would have been to say no to his going back. So 
that's a whole separate issue. But Fr. • • 

. Totally separate from this 
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particular case, I was favorably impressed. I would certainly 
consider it if he made a request to move back into more ministry, 
not because of this precedent with Fr. Calicott's, but because of 
what I think are the positive steps in Fr. 's case so far. 
Now I don't know what else to resolve there, but I certainly 
would say I'm not interested in seeing his application. But 
that's even if Fr. Calicott would have been told no, you couldn't 
go back. 

Do you feel he's ready for ministry with children or ministry 
restricted ? 

More restricted, I wouldn't be prepared to say at this point 
without seeing some pretty extraordinary stuff, that he should go 
back to ministry with children, although I wouldn't say never. 
The monitoring thing has to be looked at very seriously. Because 
it's got to be monitors who take the monitoring really seriously. 
And I'm hearing some pretty sad stuff about how seriously the 
monitors are even twenty-four hours a day. So, you know, I don't 
think we should fool ourselves that monitors are one hundred 
percent operational. 

In the medical community, when a doctor goes back after there's 
been a problem, monitoring with a nurse in the room or ... 

Right. 

Well that's easier to control because it's directly with a 
patient. 

Sure. I think monitoring is another whole issue that's got to be 
addressed in the system. 

See, I agree that it's impossible. Even if you stick a priest in 
an old-age nursing home, there are kids who volunteer and come 
and work in the kitchen. And of course, there are .. 

The difference is that someone changed enough and they 
internalized those changes so that really, whether the monitor is 
there or not doesn't make any difference. They've changed. Or, 
is the monitor there because they really haven't changed that 
much, but they're okay if they're in a controlled setting? And 
that's obviously part of what we keep looking at as we go through 
this 

The one thing that's distressing for us to follow up in the 
research is that we find no one, no one believes a man who has 
been an offender should go back to ministry in a parish setting. 
There's no one that says that. 

Pedophiles. 
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Pedophile or ephebophile. And that's distressing because .. 

No, it's just part of the problem, you can't put everybody in a 
little category. Dr. Sgroi, who has been working with the 
Hartford Institute for Living, for over ten years indicated that 
they had everybody from people who were just "touchers 11 to 
pedophiles, to ephebophiles, to you know true ---molesters. They 
said four to five years, at a minimum, in treatment, with no 
ministry. They said, after that, possibly restricted ministry, 
but not back in a parish with children. It didn't mean they 
couldn't live in a parish setting where there was no school. But 
they couldn't function in that parish as one of the ministers to 
the people when that was going to include teen groups or child 
groups. Now they're only talking ten years of experience. But 
she's a psychiatrist. She's written on this extensively. And 
she's got the experience. They aren't all priests at the 
Institute for Living. They are ministers and they are all 
professional people. They are doctors, lawyers, priests, 
ministers, rabbis. She says unilaterally, and so does everybody 
else we've talked to--no active parish ministry (in the way we 
all think of parish ministry). And in terms of what we kind of 
know John Calicctt is doing at Holy Angels. Every expert we've 
talked to, everybody who works with these groups of people has 
said the same thing. 

Pedophiles? Or ephebophiles? 

No. They don't say pedophiles, ephebophiles. They say people 
who have abused children. You can't always say pedophiles, 
fixated, you know, all of this. You just know that this happened 
and maybe a lot of reasons. Maybe this narcissistic personality 
thing. Maybe post-traumatic stress, you know, maybe cognitive 
distortions, all of the key little things you throw in that are 
elements of what goes on. But you don't have to put them in a 
category and say 11 new research about pedophiles or ephebophiles 
says this. You've got to look at the person. But all of the 
persons that cover all these gamuts that they have worked with 
over ten years, don't put them back. They don't feel safe in 
recommending anybody go back to a situation where they're going 
to be in a parish, as we all know parish. Where you meet with 
teen groups, where you meet with the whole gamut of the 
population. We haven't come across anybody who says that they 
would recommend that until we ran into and until we 
ran into That is the only place we have seen 
this. 

And those were our principal advisors at the time. I remember 
when Bishop Goedert came, I said, "You can tell the Cardinal he 
will not get a consensus from this board." We had tried to work 
on consensus. And he asked whether this would be a precedence. 
I don't think there'd be a precedence because I think there was, 
first of all, a number of people voted against it. And so 
they're not gonna use it as a precedent. Secondly, I think for 
people who did vote for it, it was for different reasons. I 
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think basically that we always work on "will this priest be a 
danger to children in this situation." I think we probably 
agreed on that but for many different reasons. So it was not 
like we sat down and wrote a common brief together. "We pretty 
much agree on this or that." We didn't do that. 

No, I know you didn't! 

All we had as a precedent would be that we had some agreement 
that this priest would go back. For some of us it was a pastoral 
situation. They weren't going to get another African-American 
priest to go into that parish; it would go down the tubes. And 
so there were other reasons. But the basic one, I think, is we 
all agreed (those who voted voted for it) was that this 
particular priest would not be a danger. And I did rely somewhat 
on those two people that you would dismiss. 

It isn't that we dismiss them, we just haven't found anybody else 
that agrees with them. We gave that analysis to all of the 
people we talked to. They said they'd never heard of it, and two 
of the people said, I wouldn't pay 'em the money for giving that 
report. 

Well we had that reaction too. 

What you're asking us is to try to describe was a very traumatic 
thing for us as a board. Before we had been able to work by 
consensus when we came in here to work. And that was the end of 
that. So I'm surprised that we survived it. 

We both look like White Sox fans, sort of like 1919. "Say it 
ain't so, Joe." 

I know the history of that so. But I don't think we would work 
like off a precedence. It was such a disturbing kind of thing. 
There are so many different ways we came at it, that we couldn't 
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go back and say, "Oh we all did that." We didn't, except we 
voted. On the basic thing. 

There is a difference. And that's a very healthy thing. Yeah, I 
think so. 

But it's not healthy. 
make that step. To me 
if we had unanimity on 
didn't have that. And 
There was pressure. 

I don't think it was healthy for us to 
it would have been a lot more convincing 
it and we had a consensus of why, and we 
the reason we didn't. was the pressure. 

Pressure in terms of time. 

As things come up, you make a judgement without having all the 
data. We've talked about that in other cases. You can't get all 
the data. You made it under pressure, that's a unique kind of 
pressure. From the Cardinal. 

Somebody said before, carried the pressure, I would want, for me, 
to redescribe the pressure. But go ahead. 

Well, I'm going to describe it. And the other new thing I hear 
is the community, and this is a new thing. It might be an 
experiment. But if community is defining itself. And what 
happens if he's there, and some of those people from "today's 
community," move out, as they do. This came up with other 
parishes, Odille's and places like that. A lot of people said 
"we want him here, we'll take care of him." Other people said, 
"No, we don't want him here." "What about when we move out, he's 
still there and a new community is there? Is he a risk to the new 
community?" Are they the supervisory context? So the community 
is not a stable kind of thing. 

It's also the adults of the community, not the children, who are 
at risk. And adults fail to protect children every day. So .. 
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I just have to say this because I think it's important. We have 
disagreed in the past but we've always worked to come out with a 
point of consensus of cases. So it's not like we always start 
off and say, yeah, okay, fine. But all the debates and 
conversations and questioning and stuff, have led to a consensus 
decision. On every other case. Until this case. 

Or at least we felt we could live with. 

Yeah. 

There were some people who could not live with this decision. 

Right. And there was pressure. But for me, what I would define 
pressures in terms of timing. I mean, we came to that meeting, 
and we said "the Cardinal needs a decision this meeting." You 
have all the information. And to that point, we did not have all 
the information, as I recall we did not have all the information 
that we were looking for. And there was pressure that I felt, as 
far as "let's decide this now." And that was some of the concern 
that I had. There was less of a sense of pressure that "you 
should decide in this particular fashion." I didn't feel that 
pressure anyway. Maybe others did. I did not. 

When the Cardinal writes in a letter, "under these conditions," 
and so now Calicott thinks that these are the conditions. And so 
now that's what we're working with. That is pressure to me. 
(pause) I know it's so hard for the Commission when we're so shy 
and don't say what we think. (Laughter) 

Well it's been a great exchange of ... 

It's complicated but the way that the structure was set up, this 
program was supposed to be three things: lay driven, 
independent, and objective. So there would be trust in the 
community. Has that been accomplished? 

I think so. 

I think so. 

I don't think so. I'm not just digging in. I really feel that, 
thinking back to our discussions, we tried very hard to focus on 
the Calicott thing apart from what the Cardinal wanted, what the 
parish wanted. So I don't know. I know objectively, you know, 
listening to it, it sounds like we just kind of keeled over here. 
I don't think we did. I don't think it was that simple at all. 
I'm also a little concerned about focusing, granted that Fr. 
Calicott was very serious. No question he damaged, at least the 
one boy and probably the other. Because we met with him and we 
know what he's like. I don't know that the nature, the extent, 
actual oral intercourse for example, should play a deciding 
factor in determining who would be fit for ministry or partial 
ministry or whatever. I think that it depends a lot on the 
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timing of the behavior and the number of people involved, the 
seduction involved. There are other things there that contribute 
to whether a man is dangerous and contribute to defining him 
fully as a sex abuser. I'm not saying I'm in 's 
category. But I am wondering very seriously if there aren't 
different dimensions of sexual abuse. 

But at the moment we don't have any good longitudinal studies, 
except where the prisoner release presents a fallen dimension. 
And the Bishop's committee is really about to start a 
longitudinal study to find out what we're learning. But that 
data isn't in yet. 

That's true, no that's very true. It's speculation. 

thing that I still 
of restriction was 

And maybe he could come out a healthier man. 

that the condition 

That was certainly an essential part of the recommendations that 
we made. We would not have, I would not have accepted his return 
without all of those conditions being made. 

And you were right to do that. 

That was another exception. He really didn't 
So that's another exception. 

As the Cardinal's delegate, I'd just like to say something about 
the pressure of the Cardinal in this case. In the course of 
several months of deliberation on this thing, it was communicated 
to this Board in various ways that there was pressure from the 
Cardinal. Part of that communication I think was that the 
Cardinal himself was being pressured by a variety of sources. 
What was being communicated was that the Cardinal was pressuring 
because the Cardinal was feeling pressured. But I also want to 
say that on the day that the final vote was taken, recommending 
that he go back, I did start out that discussion by saying I 
spoke to the Cardinal the night before. And he told me he will 
abide by whatever this board votes. And so when we had the 
discussion, I tried as best I could to remove that, or at least 
to lessen that pressure to say that the Cardinal has clearly 
communicated to me that he will abide however you vote, yea or 
nay. 

Has the Cardinal ever met with you, initially? 

No .. We invited but he got sick. He was scheduled to come. 
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You had a couple of other recommendations. You recommended that 
there be a modification of the procedure for public announcement 
when somebody is withdrawn. Why? I mean, what's the genesis of 
that? 

It wasn't that there not necessarily be a public announcement, 
just the timing. The factor for us is that if a priest is 
withdrawn, that means it automatically becomes public which also 
has an impact on the person who's the victim who may become the 
subject of a lot of attention when that person doesn't want it. 
The victim may or may not want the priest removed, depending upon 
the period of time that's passed and the other factors. So all 
we were asking is that the Archdiocese take it on a case by case 
basis, rather than make automatically the priest will be removed 
and that public announcement will be made if a priest is removed. 

We had one victim who was "exposed" through somebody .. 

Father Calicott. 

Yeah, he resented that. 

There was another one too, before that, I don't know what case it 
was. So all we're asking is for a case by case look at, not an 
automatic .. 

To protect the victim. 

We recommended that those announcements be made in light of the 
past practice which had generated such a feeling of unease and 
such a feeling of distrust of the Church as a whole. Because of 
removing people who had allegations made to other parishes 
without an announcement, because of the return after minimal 
treatment of other persons. And we felt that in weighing the 
Church as a whole, and trying to keep this climate of openness 
about this, that there had to be a commitment that the people 
would know what was going on rather than it being something that 
came from the mouth. We did indicate, I think, that we felt at 
the time we recommended the removal of someone that they could 
have minimized their public relations exposure by doing it in a 
more controlled setting. 

Right. We thought, we even recommended the Cardinal consider not 
making all of his moves in May or June, but be able to make moves 
on a monthly basis, spread them around so--

Initially combined with some of those earlier parishes were the 
basis for this. The parents said, "You knew that you had a 
dangerous guy and you took him out and you didn't tell us he was 
here? 11 

You could have asked our children, or something obvious .. 

Two rights in the balance. 

AOC 010756 



We understand that. And we're not suggesting that it never 
happen. We're just saying that another factor is the impact on 
the victim. 

Right. 

And if that could be put into the equation. 

Put into the equation. And your fourth recommendation was also 
brought up I think by you were not able to come to 
any kind of conclusion as to whether or not you felt a survivor 
of clerical abuse should sit on the board? 

We felt both ways. 

Felt both ways. 

We didn't spend a lot of time talking about it really. So, it's 
a lack of discussion rather than lack of consensus, in my 
opinion. 

You don't see any big detriment to having such a person on the 
board? 

I don't ... ! don't ... 

What would be the advantages or benefit? 

I don't know about the advantages. I would not want to see it. 
For two reasons. Well, one principle reason. That would be the 
vulnerability of the clerical abuse survivor who sat on the 
board. I think such a person might have greater difficulty than 
is ordinarily the case, in being objective in making decisions. 
I also think the possibility of pressure with having the problem 
of confidentiality on the board. Or we don't have a problem, 
it's an issue that we have to pay attention to. And I think such 
a person might be subject 

(end of tape) 

... it's a good thing for a survivor of clerical abuse to be on 
the board. I don't think it's a healthy thing. I think that 
there is just a continual revictimizing. There is just continual 
discussing, going over material which I think would serve to 
activate or reactive at lot of feeling in a person who has gone 
through this experience. We talked about maybe getting the 
"right person." I don't know how one determines whether this 
person is "right." I think certainly we know that sexual abuse 
creates a lot of anger, a lot of negative emotion in a person, 
and rightly so. The extent to which that's got to be dealt with, 
to the point where one could be objective and not respond 
emotionally to the kinds of things that we have to discuss on a 
board like this, I have doubts about it. I think having the help 
of a survivor of abuse, as , has been wonderful. I mean 
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she's talked to us and has kept us aware of the situation from 
the victim's viewpoint. But actually, to look into a person 
abused by a priest, I think puts another dimension on it, which 
would concern me very much for that reason. 

Has this board every interviewed a survivor of priest sexual 
abuse? 

We interviewed 1111· 
The Calicott. That was just the two of them. 

The three of you? 

Right. The three of us. 

What would be the benefits? 

First of all, I have had difficulty being on here. At the 
beginning more so than later on. At the beginning it was 
difficult for me. And yes, there is a cost to doing it, but I 
think there's a benefit to being here and representing that 
interest, that point of view. I don't think I should be the one. 
I have a thing about there being a critical map. I'm always the 
only Hispanic everywhere. You know, there's one Black. I think, 
especially, and for an area like this, that there needs to be two 
of us. I think there's a need to understand if there's only 
going to be one, I would give up my spot for somebody else. I 
don't think that person is any less able to be objective. None 
of those organizations ever contacted me. And they know because 
I was listed in the newspapers as being a survivor. They have 
never tried to contact me about what goes on here. No one has 
ever tried to contact me about my role here. And I don't think 
that I have, while there have been times that it has been 
difficult for me, I don't think that I didn't add something. I 
think that I have added something to being here. And I think 
that a survivor of clerical misconduct could add something. I do 
think it needs to be somebody who has gone through some type of 
process to be able to come to terms with it. You don't want 
somebody who, you know, is still working through the issue, and 
is going to fall apart. But I think it's possible internally to 
deal with that and to add something to the discussion about the 
view from the victim's side. Which even though, especially 
professionals have lots of experience in terms of working with 
them, I kind of think that people should speak for themselves all 
the time. And if we're not going to have children, I think that 
we should have a survivor. 

Maybe there are a couple of options ... 

One other thing is I don't think the same question about whether 
the person can be objective or not. The priest, you know, I'm 
not questioned about whether they can be objective. They know 
some of these guys. They've worked with them. And nobody ever 
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questions them. And their objectivity on this board. And so I 
don't think that a survivor's objectivity should be questioned. 

It's possible that now that return issues are starting to come 
more to the forefront, you might want to hold some kind of a 
consultation or something with some of these survivors who are 
0 out, 0 shall we say, just for a couple of hours, to get more of a 
feel for what's going on in that group. We found them to very 
helpful when we interviewed quite a few of them for the initial 
report. They do bring a different message and a different 
viewpoint to the table. Obviously you are going to be dealing 
with a lot of return issues, just as we are going to with our 
report, because the 0 floodgates," which in a sense have been 
opened by Calicott, like it or not, the issues are going to come 
to you. And maybe, even if you don't recommend the issue of, or 
don't have a survivor added to your Board, maybe a consultation 
with a survivor, or two of three of them, might not be such a bad 
idea some afternoon or some morning. I think in particular, of 
one, who I found to be a young, Barbara Blaine, a young woman who 
has worked through a lot of this, is quite vocal and verbal, and 
very intelligent. And didn't fall apart. And she is 
enlightened, I think, with some information. She's got a group 
of something now. 

SNAP. 

Somebody like that, I think there were one or two men also. 

Right. would be •• 

You know, victims tend to be men in most of the priests' cases 
would be men now, so it might be an idea to talk to a male victim 
who has survived. Bishop, do you have other things that you want 
to bring up? 
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Last question, going back to the Calicott case, and I think we 
all know there's all kinds of victims out .there that haven't been 
identified-as yet. I was going to say, if this gets out, it gets 
out. But I'm surprised it didn't get a lot of publicity. 

Which? 

The Calicott. 
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Oh. 

Didn't get a lot of publicity? I'm surprised ... 

With all the publicity all the other cases got, maybe the mood 
has changed, the climate's gone. But this is an exception. I'm 
just wondering about how other victims out there who have not 
been identified yet, do they see this as, do they understand all 
the complexity of this or do they feel that the Diocese has taken 
a step back? 

There was tremendous publicity on the Calicott case, wouldn't you 
say? 

The groups were picketing when he had his mass. 

It was on Oprah. 

Did we get that much reaction from them? Or is the issue ? 

Barbara Blaine was on. 

In all the papers. 

Phone calls saying? 

I got a lot of phone calls from people saying, "how in the world 
could you send that priest back," and I just said, "The 
Cardinal .. " 

Yeah, parishioners told me that! 

And I think entirely because he was Black. They said they 
... somebody out there when it happens it's because he's Black. 
And the White community, and the Hispanic community doesn't want 
to ... 

They got a lot of activity and a lot of, it was just anonymous, a 
lot of it, and it didn't get followed up. Negative activity. 

We didn't get a lot of good publicity .•• 

My concern is maybe how we do it, with all the tremendous 
structures and tons of money we're putting out for the priests, 
which is important. But as a Diocese, are we doing enough for 
the victims? 

Did they interview Ralph? What does he think? 

We interviewed Ralph. 

Ralph's got somebody else working with him, too. 

A really sharp guy, he's a priest ••• 
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Fr. Bland? 

Yes. 

This is a personal observation that we haven't talked about. 
There's no doubt in my mind that the Cardinal wants to do the 
right thing .. no doubt. It is my perception that the system is 
still pretty corporately-driven. We want to be nice to the 
victims, we want to make sure of the priests, but it's the 
corporation that has to be protected. And I think it's 
unconscious or subconscious, but I do think that's the overall 
umbrella under which it happens. And I'm not saying it's wrong, 
there certainly has to be that consideration, but I just think 
somehow the Commission could help us all step back, and get back 
to why we're doing this, and let that be the overall umbrella. 
The corporation will be protected, and the priest will be 
journeyed with in this process, and the victims will not be 
forgotten, and there will be, I think a more balanced piece of 
the puzzle. 
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I think we kind of have to wrap this up. Is there anything else 
that any of you want us to address? We all do appreciate what 
you do. I know it sounds like we attacked you for two hours, but 
that's kind of the way we do our interviews .. (laughter) 

She's a judge, you know! 

Don't take any offense at it. I admire greatly what you've been 
able to do. I think that you have been, in many ways, very 
healing and that the three plus years that you've been working 
has created, for the Church, a great feeling that there has been 
a positive response to this problem. You should never undervalue 
that. 

I think we're learning the complexity as we go along because 

Absolutely. 

And the other case that came up that encompassed every quirk that 
you could possibly write about, that you could think about. 
That one case. That's the story of life. Murphy's Law always 
come to the forefront. I think you did a great job. I have 
great empathy for your work. No one wants to do it, the tough 
issues. It's a part of life that we don't want to even know 

AOC 010763 



about, quite frankly, and it's too bad that some folks don't give 
you the thanks for what you all do. 

I think you're doing a good job with hiring Sidlowski and 
Bernadette, too. That must have been difficult to pull that 
together at the beginning. You know, what kind of person do you 
want, how did you want to operate. And I think with both of them 
you've made very good choices. And I think that's helped you a 
lot too. 

I think we lucked in on Bernadette. We've been very blessed by 
her services ... (all talking at once!) 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/26/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

13 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/03/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

12 

-----~----------
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/10/1996 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

12 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/17/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 
. .-. . 

. -
14 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/24/1996 

,I~ 
6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

.,-. 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

13 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/31/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

11 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/14/1996 

12 YEAR PASTORS - 1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 50 

13 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/21/1996 

12 YEAR PASTORS - 1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

12 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/27/1996 

12 YEAR PASTORS - 1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

,,..... 
15 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/12/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

.·- 10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/19/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/26/1996 

VI/A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '7 4 holy Angels 50 

,-
9 
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FYI 

John Calicott's evaluation has been postponed by the vicar per memo received 
by Jeremiah Boland.on August 1, 1996 
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ARCHDIOCESE. OF CHICAGO 

Office of Diocesan Priests' Personnel '··.····· .. '' .•.. · .. • Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland/Executive Sec. "., ,, 
312-751-5270 -, -" 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mary Yunger 

FROM: Reverend Jeremiah Boland 

DATE: August 1, 1996 

RE: Fr. John Calicott 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

FAX 312-751-5281 

I discussed the situation regarding Fr. Calicott's evaluation as Pastor of Holy Angels. 
The Vicar for Priests advises that we do not initiate an evaluation process at this time, given 
the issues relating to John's status in his recent re-instatement as Pastor. This process would 
probably be very confusing to people and not helpful. The Vicar suggests postponing any 
evaluation. Perhaps an evaluation could be initiated in the tenth year of his second term. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/02/1996 

,.,,.. 6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

- 12 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/09/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR w 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/16/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR • 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

,.... 

9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/23/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

11 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/06/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR • 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

- 12 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/13/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

,-

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

12 
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Memo to File 
From: Rev. Daniel Coughlin 
Date: 9/17/96 
Re: John Calicott 

On 9/16/96, Bernadette Connolly and I met with John Calicott at 
Holy Angels. Bernadette reviewed John's protocol. 

John has already made some adaptations to this protocol or seeks 
further adaptation of some of the points of the protocol, namely: 

A. He 
B. He 

it. 
C. He 

nothing out of 

We suggested so that 
there is record for the PFR Board. It was suggested that a 

write to the PFR Board suggesting the change in his 
and ive the reasons why. It was suggested that John 

to the PFR Board for their meeting at 

John was not completely open to these suggestions. He said he 
and his lawyer did not want to submit anything more to the PFR 
Board but would deal with the Cardinal directly. I pointed out 
to him that the PFR Board was established specifically for the 
return to ministry at this point in his case and to govern the 
monitoring at this time. If he wishes any change in the protocol 
it is upon him to cooperate with the PFR Board. I volunteered to 
meet with his lawyer and himself and to chart out a course that 
would be acceptable both to his lawyer and hopefully to the PFR 
Board. 

ime I wish to point out: 
1. his reluctance to cooperate with the PFR Board 
2. his inability to ~g out of 
3. his reduction of ......... at this time 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 0912711996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

12 
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Page 472 

-

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/04/1996 

3. 

4. 

5. Les Molihan '51: Les is retired. Until recently he was a monitor for 
John Calicott '74 [Pastor of Holy Angels]. He needs a place to reside, 
perhaps St. Dorothy. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/04/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

11 

AOC 010788 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/11/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

-
10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/18/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 50 

·-
10 
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REVIEW OF MINISTRY: A MINISTERIAL CONTEXT 

Reverend Edward F. Upton 

Clearly, the tenns "appraisal" and "evaluation" and "performance review" belong to the 
world of business, education and the military. But do these terms apply appropriately to 
ministry? They do, and indeed are integral to a basic understanding of ministry. 

In his pastoral letter In Service of One Another, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin offers a 
definition of ministry. He writes: 

Ministry is a specific activity supported and designated by the 
Church, which discloses the presence of God in some way in 
our human situation and empowers us to live more fully in the 
mystery of God - in communion with God and with one 
another. 

(page 14) 

This definition applies to priestly ministry in a parish context. Furthermore, it signals, at 
least implicitly, the need for a process to review such ministry. 

If, for example, we accept that the ministry of the parish priest is "a specific activity," 
then we can logically conclude that it is something which can be defined and described. 

_It is open to examination. It has an objective dimension to it. 

(1) 
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Some might argue that priestly ministry is not connected to specific activity. It is to be 
conceived as more "relational" or charismatic or free-form. Such a sense of priestly 
ministry reduces it to the idiosyncratic and the unpredictable, a far cry from a more 
biblically-and traditionally-based sense of reliable service rooted in the mission of Jesus 
Christ continued in the Church. Cardinal Bernardin's characterization of ministry as 
"specific service" seems to capture better the authentic sense of ministry. 

Then, if priestly ministry involves specific activity, if this activity is specified by the 
Church as it ordains and sends priests into parish service, then the vision of such ministry 
can be clearly described. In fact, this has been done by the Archdiocesan Department of 
Personnel Services in its monograph Coordinating Parish Ministries (1988). There, one 
can find a description of specific roles and tasks of parish priests, both pastors and 
associates. 

Obviously, the "job descriptions" in Coordinating Parish Ministries do not exhaust the 
theological and spiritual sense of priestly ministry. They do, however, pinpoint elements 
of work and life which are specific to priests and priestly ministry. 

Cardinal Bernardin's definition of ministry also speaks of it as "supported and designated 
by the Church." Theologically, this roots ministry in a community of faith and assures its 
connection with that community. It recognizes that ministers do not simply act in their 
own name. The sense of "supported and designated by the Church" also has implications 
for review of ministry. 

The intention of review is to offer support. A well developed review process is supportive, 
because it recognizes talent, names gifts, offers constructive feedback and can suggest new 
ways to approach situations. 

(2) 
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Priests often wonder if support is forthcoming from Church leadership which directs 
ministry overall or from parishioners who are served through their ministry. A review 
process answers the question clearly. When Church leadership establishes a review 
process, it supports ministers. When parishioners participate in such a process with 
honesty, care and time, they not only express support but give it directly and concretely. 

Cardinal Bernardin also speaks of ministry as specially "designated" activity. One can also 
speak of the ministers as specially "designated." Ordination is a primary means of 
ministerial designation, which empowers a person and indicates that he is able to serve 
the Church in a role of religious leadership. This designation, however, is limited. It does 
not mean that every priest can serve in every parish or with all types of people. These 
issues can only be resolved through a process of review. 

The review process centers on the performance of ministers and specifies how they are 
best designated for service in the Church. Basic questions of qualification and certification 
are answered prior to ordination. There remain, however, questions of greater specification 
after ordination. For example, where can this priest best use his talents? What type of 
pastor is needed in their particular parish? Is this priest capable of the pastorate? 

Review, then, is meant to determine the particular qualifications of a priest to serve in a 
particular parish or to assume special responsibilities. The review process helps define 
appropriate ways for this ordained person to serve the community. Review, then, is based 

. on the understanding that ministry involves ecclesial designation. 

(3) 
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SUMMARY 

The review of ministry process fits appropriately and necessarily in ministry. 
Cardinal Bemardin's definition of ministry with its three elements of (1) a 
specific activity, (2) supported, and (3) designated by the Church imply 
regular review. 

Such an understanding of ministry sees it as (1) open to description and 
definition, (2) in need of support, and (3) calling for designation by the 
Church. A review system asks the priest - minister to describe the task in 
which he is engaged and articulate the goals which he wishes to achieve. 
It asks those connected to that minister to offer feedback. This provides 
support and leads to particular certification. 

It should be clear that ministerial review is not simply a concept borrowed 
from the business world. It is integral to ministry. 

Finally, Cardinal Bemardin's definition of trurustry implies more 
performance review. He speaks of ministry as service to the Kingdom of 
God. Ministerial review fits into a larger process of helping priests who 
serve by making the mystery of God more present to the human community. 

(4) November 1996 

\ 

' 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/08/1996 

12 YEAR PASTORS - 1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

16 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/22/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 50 

14 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/06/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR -1997 

-
16 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/13/1996 

-- 6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

.1~-

20 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 12/20/1996 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

,,-

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

·- 17 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
~~~-'-~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Pastor Review Process - First Term 

Post Office Box 19i9 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-19i9 

In the fifth year of your term, you are asked to participate in a review process. You will ask 
your staff and ten to twelve lay people to fill out review feedback forms. This review will 
focus not only on the state of life of the parish, but also on your pastoral leadership in 
particular. These forms will be reviewed by two priests who will present you with a resume 
of the suggestions. 

One of the two members of the team will be a review coordinator designated by your dean. 
The other will be a priest of your choice. If for some reason the review coordinator would 
be unacceptable, you may contact the Office of Ministerial Evaluation or your dean to select 
another priest. 

The process requires tJiat the members of your staff and heads of significant parish 
organizations (e.g. Parish Council chairperson, School Board president, Finance Council 
chairperson) must be included among those who are designated to complete review feedback 
forms. In addition you will be asked to designate 10-15 other parishioners or lay leaders who 
represent a good cross section of the parish to provide feedback. 

These forms are mailed directly to the Office of Ministerial Evaluation who will then 
forward the forms to the review board. 

The review team will present their report to you and, after your response, foiward it to the 
Episcopal Vicar, the Dean, and the Diocesan Priests' Placement Board. If you wish, you may 
choose to review the report with your staff and/or those who completed the review forms. · 

In the sixth year, at the time of re-application, the Priests' Placement Board will request a 
letter of support from the Episcopal Vicar and the Dean. 

The review feedback fonns are confidential. The purpose of the process is to affirm 
strengths and accomplishments and make recommendations for improvement and growth. 
When the process is done well, the results have been most positive. 

Janl!alj' 1997 

AOC 010802 



ARCHDIOCfSf CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

His Excellency 
Most Rev. Raymond E. Goedert 
Diocesan Administrator 
Archdiocese or Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Bishop Goedert: 

January 15, 1997 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that Rev. James L. Mollohan bas terminated his assignment as Monitor ror Rev. 
John Calicott at Holy Angels Parish, effective January 7, 1997. 

Fr. Mollohan was officially appointed to this position on October 6, 1995 by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin. Fr. Mollohan bas done an outstanding job in rulf'dling his duties and responsibilities as the on­
site monitor at Holy Angels. Fr. Mollohan will now be residing at St. Bartholomew located at 4949 W. 
Patterson Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641. 

On January 3, 1997, I spoke with Rev. Robert Miller, Aswciate Pastor at Holy Angels. Fr. Miller 
bas agreed to be the on-site monitor ror Fr. Calicott. I will be meeting with Fr. Miller on January 22, 1997 
to disc~ Fr. Calicott's Individual Protocol. 

H you have any questions, please let me know. 

cc: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Rev. Daniel Coughlin 

madette Co~olly 
Proressional Fitness 
Review Administrator 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/04/1997 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 - NOT 70 YRS OLD 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time -

11 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/11/1997 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 • NOT 70 YRS OLD 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

11 
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DUTIES OF THE REVIEW COORDINATOR 

AFTER YOU I1A VE BEEN CONT ACTED BY THE OFFICE OF MINISTERIAL EVALUATION TO SERVE AS REVIEW 
COORDINATOR, YOU MAY WISH TO REFER TO THE FOLLOWING ORDER OF EVENTS. 

1. Contact the pastor by phone or through a meeting to discuss the process with him. Give him 
his packet and materials and request that he complete the self-review (blue form) and return 
it to you. Ask that he determine and prepare a list of who will be asked to fill out feedback 
forms. 

REQUIRED: all professional staff and heads of parish organizations, associate(s), deacon(s), 
pastoral associate(s), school principal, director of religious education, parish council 
chairperson, finance council president/chair, school board president, youth minister, social 
service coordinator, music minister(s), business manager. 

SUGGESTED: other priests in residence, other lay leaders, and representative parishioners 
(between 10 and 15 persons would be a desirable number). 

2. Meet with or contact those who will be filling out review feedback forms to explain the 
purpose and the process; stress the role of feedback in the learning process. Explain that the 
material will be confidential unless otherwise indicated on the form. 

3. Disseminate forms and establish deadline when forms are to be returned. Call the Office 
of Ministerial Evaluation and give the deadline date. All forms are to be sent back to the 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation who forwards them to the review coordinator in an on-going 
manner. 

4. Review the returns several days before the deadline date to see if all the forms have been · 
returned; if possible, contact those who have not yet sent in the forms. 

5. When the forms have all been returned tabulate the feedback using the tabulation guide. 
Arrange a meeting with the other team member to review the feedback and prepare .a 
review feedback report. Please use the guidelines. 

6. When the initial report is written, meet with the pastor to share and discuss the findings. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

The emphasis should be positive and focus on the good work being done in the parish. 
Areas of concern should be sensitively and frankly discussed with a view toward 
improvement. 

Write the final report and send it to the pastor. Send a copy to the Episcopal Vicar, Dean, 
and Diocesan Priests' Placement Board. 

Send the pink form and tabulation guide to the Office of Ministerial Evaluation to indicate 
that the review process'has been concluded. Destroy all individual forms. 

The pastor may choose to review the report with his staff or those who completed the 
review feedback forms. 04/14/97 

AOC 010806 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/18/1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR ~ 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '7 4 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this lime 

9 
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607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, Illi,nois 60653 

(312) 624-5375 
Fr. John W. licott. Pastor 

REVEREND DAN COUGHUN 
VICAR FOR PRIF.STS 
645 NORTH MICHIGAN 
SUITE 543 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Dan, 

MAY 11997 

Grace and peace in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Dan, for your information, I have enclosed 
They are confidential. Pat Reardon and [ have felt the Board to be 

intractable and wholly unreasonable as far as my case is concerned and, so, 
- However Pat has given me permission to release them and I will give them to 
Bernadette at ailiiiiiischeduled for May 16th. Should you n:eed any clarity regarding the 
-· do not hesitate to contact me. 

On a personal note, Dan, I really cannot express how happy I was that you took the time to 
call me about something positive and supportive. I know that I can be a crusty SOB at.times 
(I mean, I did grow up on 39th & Cottagelj but I do know tbat you are and have been in 
my corner. You are in my prayers. 

Peace, Dan. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/02/1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

11 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/09/1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

8 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/09/1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/16/1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VII A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

14 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/23/1997 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 
6 YEAR PASTORS - 95/96 

PARISH 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 - NOT 70 YRS OLD 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 
No evaluation being done at this time 

10 

TERM/AGE 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/30/1997 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS - 95/96 
PARISH 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 - NOT 70 YRS OW 

6 YF..AR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 
No evaluation being done at this time 

9 

TERM UP 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/06/1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/13/1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/20/1997 

Page 779 
6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

TERMS END JN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, June 21, 1997 
10:00 AM - 1 :00 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MINUTES 

97MinutS.Juo 

Members Present: 

Others Present: 
Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 

II. 

A. The Review Board approved the Minutes of the May 17, 1997 meeting. 

C. Matter of PFR-13. John Calicott 
The Administrator informed the Board that John Calicott is no longer 

~d to terminate because he doesn't benefit 
- The Administrator pointed out to the Board that John Calicott is currently in violation 
of his protocol with the Archdiocese. At a held on May 16, 1997, the Administrator 
informed John Calicott he was in violation if his protocol by not informing the Administrator of 
the chan es . The Board received additional information from···· 

. The Board was also informed that John Calicott's term as pastor 
of Holy 

........... continued 
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Minutes, 6/21/97 PFR.B Mtg. Page Two 

D. 

E. 

Angels Church is up for review in October, 1997! The Board expressed its concerns regarding 
the lack of follow through from-· The Board felt it could not make a decision 
regarding - without The Administrator was instructed to obtain 
the following: 

a. 

b. Speak with John Calicott regarding and also request that John 
Calicott write to the Board explaining why he didn't inform the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator of his discontinuing Also, for John Calicott 
to explain to the Board the progress he has made 

c. 

d. Inform Fr. Thomas J. Paprocki about the violation of protocol and ask that the 
Archbishop be made aware of this violation through a verbal conversation. 

The Board recommended that, if the above materials are not received by the next meeting 
(7 /19/97), further action would be taken in terms of informing the Archbishop in writing of the 
violations noted. 

III. Other Matters 
A. has decided not to renew his term which expires in September, 1997. - is 

willing to stay on until his position is filled. "We will miss you dearly!" 

Our next scheduled meeting is Saturday, July 19, 1997 at 10:00 AM . 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/11/1997 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS - 95/96 
PARISH 

TERM ENDS IN 1997 - NOT 70 YRS OLD 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1995 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10127191 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 
No evaluation being done at this time 

9 

Page 789 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

so 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

l\IBMORANDUM 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 7tJf 
Date: July 19, 1997 

Re: Review Board Meeting - REV. JOHN W. CALICOTT, '74 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751 -5381 

The Review Board wants Archbishop Francis E. George, O.M.I., to be 
informed, orally, that Father Calicott is in violation of his protocol: 

1) He has unilaterally terminated 

~extremely difficult getting-from 

-' -' and a letter from John. None of these has yet been 
provided. -·s was requested in May of 1997. The Review Board asked for 
letters from - and Father Calicott back in June of 1997. John wants his lawyer, 
Pat Reardon, to review them first, but Pat is on vacation. 

wCal7.19 
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Others Present: 
Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 

ARCHDIOCESE OF cmCAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, July 19, 1997 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MINUTES 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 

A. The Review Board approved the Minutes of the June 21, 1997 meeting. 

IL Review Board Matters 
A. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

97Minu1S.Jul 

The Review Board agreed to honor John Calicott's request to postpone his Supplementary 
Review until August 16, 1997. 

B. 

. ...•.• continued 
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Minutes, 7 /19/97 PFRB Mtg. 
Page Two 

c. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

III. Other Matters 

Our next scheduled meeting is Saturday, August 16, 1997 al 10:00 AM. 
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ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear John: 

July 29, 1997 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

In Section 1105.1 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry, the intent of~ 
make available all information that the Review Board determines to be relevant relating to--

Please be advised that the Review Board met on July 19, 1997 and agreed that your Supplementary 
Review will be conducted on August 16, 1997. In order to complete this review, the Review Board is 
requesting and your letter no later than August 5, 
1997. 

If the above information is not received by August 5, 1997, the Review Board will proceed with the 
~iew and will make recommendations to the Archbishop regarding your termination of 
----as well as your request to terminate . 

John, it is imperative that you submit this information no later than August 5, 1997. If you have 
any questions, please let me know. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Very truly yours, 

~,4 
Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 

AOC 010824 



MS BERNADETTE CONNOLLY 
ADMINISTRATOR 

JULY 29 1997 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
ONE E SUPERIOR 
SUITE #504 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60611 

Dear Bernadette, 

Grace and peace in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Bernadette, I am writing you to ask the Professional Fitness Review Board for a change in my 
status. 

. I feel that I reached all of those goals. I believe that it was the acquisition of 
t ose goa s w 1ch led to a termination of and my 
current inability to acquire anything of real substance from 
- (I must apologize again, Bernadette, for the termination of 
without consultation with you or the Professional Fitness Review Board. I realized that the 
issue of would have to go to the Professional Fitness Review Board. However, 
somehow I had gotten the impression that my need for would be 

I wish also, Bernadette, permission from the Board to discontinue my participation in -
. I really get very, very little out of them. Actually, 

out of them ertainin to the issues which brought me into 
, I just believe that 

AOC 010825 



The deep, pervasive injury which I brought info the lives of others occurred over twenty years 
ago. It has and does occasion a sorrow I will carry with me to my grave. Above and beyond 
my own personal kno~ime has borne out the fact that there has been no 
recurrence. I feel that - clearly indicates that there will be no recurrence. 

Thanking you and the Professional Fitness Review Board for your reflections on this matter 
and with cordial best wishes, I am, Bernadette, 

,t7:Jil 
/ 

John Calicott 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/01/1997 

·-
VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 

No evaluation being done at this tirne 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

next page 

10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/08/1997 

John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

MEMORANDUM 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor IC/P 
Date: August 16, 1997 

Re: Review Board Meeting - REV. JOHN W. CALICOTT, '74 

The Review Board reviewed 
as well as the letters from Father Calicott and • 

These are the materials the Board had asked 
for. 

In his letter, Father Calicott asks for a change of status: he has already 
and he wants to discontinue • 

The Review Board is asking for confirmation of the recommendation by 
. The Board recommends that Father Calicott 

(TJP's note: It may be necessary to delay the renewal process of Father Calicott's term as 
Pastor -- which expires in October -- pending the outcome of .) 

wCal8.l6 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
Professional Fitness Review Board 

Meeting, Saturday, August 16, 1997 
10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MINUTES 

Others Present: Bernadette Connolly, Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki. 

l. APPROVAL OF MINUTE.5 
A. The Review Board approved the minutes of the July 19, 1997 meeting 

II. REvlEW BOARD MATIER 
A. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

B. 

c. 

The Review Board conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 
1104.11 of the Review Board's Process for Continuation of Ministry. The 
Administrator informed the Board that Fr. Calicott terminated •••••• 
-without the Review Board's knowledge. Fr. Calicott also r uested to 
terminate . The Board reviewed 

After much discussion and further review, the 
Review Board recommended that Fr. Calicott 

The Board also recommended that Archbishop George be informed 
that Fr. Calicott terminated without the Review Board's 
knowledge. 
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D. 

Professional Review Board 
Minutes - 8/16/'Tl 

Page2 

Ill. OfHER MATTERS 
A. The Administrator informed the Board that Dorothy Vercruysse (Administrative 

Assistant) is scheduled for on September 2, 1997. The 
Administrator will contact the Office of Victim Assistance Ministry for 
assistance. 

B. has agreed to renew his term as a member of the 
Professional Fitness Review Board. Thank you! 

C. Our next scheduled meeting is Saturday, September 20, 1997at10:00 a.m. 
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ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

~~::~~perior August. 18, 1997 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Most Reverend Francis E. George, O.M.I. 

Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Archbishop George. 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on August 16, 1997. The Board fully 
considered all oral and written reports in the matter of Reverend John Calicott. The Board 
conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review Board's Process 
for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Board re uested that I communicate to you that Fr. Calicott terminated 
without the Board's knowledge. Fr. CalicotL requested a 

Supplementary Review to terminate 

The Board cannot make a recommendation at this time without further review. 
Therefore, the Board recommends Fr. Calicott 

If you have any questions, please Let me know. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicar For Priests 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/22/1997 

VJ/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

Holy Angels 50 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/22/1997 

Page 815 1997 CALENDAR FOR THE 1511-I BOARD: 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 
PARISHES: WORKING ON WHO 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 Holy Angels 50 
No evaluation being done at this time 

8 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bernadette, 

ARCHDIOCESE' CHICAGO 

August 25, 1997 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

I am writing in response to your letter of August 18, 1997 regarding the matter of Reverend 
John Calicott, following the Review Board's Supplementary Review conducted on August 16, 1997. 

~ for informing me that Father Calicott terminated 
_........ without the Review Board's knowledge. In order 
request to terminate also 
recommendation that Father al· t 

Please communicate this decision to Father Calicott. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance. 

,<;C ,,C ~ 
Sincerely yours in Christ~ 

.J'\ (VlM.-i-. l-4 I - . 

Given at the Chancery 

~/·P~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 F.ast Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Most Reverend Francis E. George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: /Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite504 
Chicago, fl. 60611 August 27, 1997 

Reverend John Calicott, Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on August 16, 1997. The Board conducted a 
Supplementary Review pursuant to A11icle 1104.11 of the Review Board Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

Archbishop George was informed that you terminated 
-without the Board's knowledge. 

J am requesting that you contact me to •••••••••••••••••••••• 

H you have any questions, please let me know. 

cc: Members of the Review Bom·d 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Very truly yours, 

\ 
Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicar for Priests 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/29/1997 

YI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at tltis time 

6 YEAR PASTOR- 1997 

Holy Angels 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 

50 
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To: 
From: 
Date: 
RE: 

Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
155 E. Superior 

Chicago, IL 60611 
312-751-5265 

Rev. Tom Paprocki 
Mary Yunger F\ 
September 3, 1997 

FAX 312-751-5281 

MEMORANDUM 

FIRST TERM PASTOR REVIEW PROCESS 

Enclosed are: 

1. Copies of letters which the Board would send to a pastor whose term ending was 
imminent if a) the pastor review (evaluation) coordinated by my office had not 
been completed, orb) the Board evaluation process for renewal had not been 
completed; 

2. The materials used in the first term pastor review process. The first two pages on 
the right hand side describe the process. The green form is the feedback form 
completed by parish staff, leaders and representative parishioners selected by 
the pastor. 

cc. Rev. Jerry Boland 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/05/1997 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 
PARISHES: 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VJ/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at tl1is time 

WORKING ON 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS - 95/96 
PARISH 

Tenn Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEARPASTOR-1995 

6 YEAR PASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

6 

WHO 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/05/1997 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 

PARISHES: 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VJ/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done al 1his time 

WORKING ON 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS· 95/96 
PARJSH 

'f erm Ends in 1997 · not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR· 1995 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

Holy Angels 

9 

WHO 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

so 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Post OHiro Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

September I 0, 1997 

Dear Father Calicott: 

(312) 751-8230 
fax (312) 337-<>379 

In light of the fact that your six-year appointment as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish is 
· scheduled to conclude on October 27, 1997, and the process for evaluation has not yet been 

completed, please note that your canonical appointment as pastor will continue and officially 
remain in effect until this process is completed. This process will include a recommendation to 
me from the Professional Fitness Review Board. If the Review Board recommends that you 
continue as Pastor of Holy Angels, a ministerial evaluation of your pastorate will be conducted 
by the Office of Ministerial Evaluation and the Priests' Placement Board. 

Given at the Chancery 

Chancellor 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~-
Most Reverend Francis E. George, 0.M.l. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

FATHER THOMAS J. PAPROCKI 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend R. Peter Bowman, Moderator of the Curia 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Most Reverend George V. Murry, SJ., Episcopal Vicar, Vicariate VI 
Reverend James J. Martin, Dean, Deanery Vl-A 
Reverend Jeremiah Boland, Executive Secretary, Priests' Placement Board 
Ms. Mary Yunger, Director, Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Ms. Bernadette M. Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/12/1997 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VI/A 10/27/91 Jolm W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PAST ORS - 95/96 
PARISH 

Term Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1995 

6 YEARPASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

TERMS END IN 1998 

10 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

50 

AOC 010842 



.~ 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/19/1997 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 

PARISHES: 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at tl1is time 

WORKING ON 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS - 95/96 
PARISH 

Term Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEARPASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

8 

WHO 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

50 
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Others Present: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, September 20, 1997 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Office of Prof essionaJ Fitness Re vies 

MINUTES 

Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 
A. The Review Board approved the Minutes of the August 16, 1997 meeting. 

II. Review Board Matters 
A. Recommendation for Chair and Co-Chair for Professional Fitness Review 

Board 
The Review Board recommended as Chair, and-
_ as Co-Chair for the period September, 1997 through September, 1998. 

B. 

c. 

. .......... Continued 
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PFRB Mtg. of 9/20/97, MINUTES Page Two 

D. Matter of PFR·l3, John Calicott 
The Administrator informed the Board that Fr. Calicott is 

E. The Review Board formally approved the Recommendations of the Ad Hoc 
Committee Report regarding monitoring of priests who have engaged in 
sexual misconduct with minors. The Board will review individual protocols 
in its future meetings. 

F. 

G. 

Our next regularly scheduled meeting is October 18, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. 

AOC 010845 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/03/1997 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 

PARISHES: 

PARISHES: 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

WORKING ON 

DOB PASTOR 

6 YEAR PASTORS· 95/96 
PARISH 

. •!I I I I ' I t I 

6 YEAR PASTOR. 1995 

6 YEAR PASTOR· 1997 

Holy Angels 

13 

WHO 

TERM UP 

TERM/AGE 

so 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/10/1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicon '74 
No evaluation being done al th.is time 

6 YEAR PASTOR- 1995 

Term Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/17/1997 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

Holy Angels 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/31/1997 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1995 

6 YEAR PASTORS-1996 
PARISH 

Term Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

TERMS END IN 1998 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

11 

50 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/14/1997 

PARISHES & CONSULTATIONS: TBA 

PARISHES: WORKING ON WHO 

PARISHES: DOB PASTOR TERM UP 

V/D APPT. DATE PASTOR 

VI/A 10/27/91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

6 YEAR PASTOR- 1995 

6 YEAR PASTORS-1996 
PARISH 

Tenn Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR-1997 

Holy Angels 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

9 

TERM/AGE 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/21/1997 

V!D APP'f. DATE PASTOR 

VI/ A 10/27 /91 John W. Calicott '74 
No evaluation being done at this time 

6 YEAR PASTOR-1995 
PARJSH 

6 YEAR PASTORS-1996 

Term Ends in 1997 - not 70 

6 YEAR PASTOR - 1997 

Holy Angels 

12 YEAR TERM ENDS/1998 

6 YEAR PASTORS -1998 

TERM/AGE 

50 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312)751-5381 

:MEMORANDUM 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To: File 

From: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 

Date: December 20, 1997 

Re: REV. JOHNW. CALICOTT, '74- Supplementary Review 

Review Board reviewed Father Calicott's case. Following 
Father Calicott has no objection to continuing 

He has also withdrawn his objection to renewing 

Notwithstanding the withdrawal of Father Calicott's request to discontinue 
- the Board still needed to consider the violation of his protocol when he 
unilaterally discontinued The Board also needed to make a 
recommendation to the Archbishop regarding the re-appointment of Father Calicott to a 
second term as Pastor. His first term was scheduled to conclude on October 27, 1997, but 
has been extended temporarily pending the recommendation of the Review Board, and, if 
warranted depending on the Review Board's recommendation, a ministerial evaluation 
conducted by the Office of Ministerial Evaluation and the Priests' Placement Board. 

As a result, the Board members reached a consensus that they cannot make 
a recommendation regarding a second term as Pastor unless they see 

Because of the "red flags"* contained in 
the Review Board is now concerned that children may be at 
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Memorandum to File 
Re: Reverend John W. Calicott 
Date: December 20, 1997 

risk. Because of this, if they do not receive by the Board's next meeting in 
January, 1998, the Board would have serious reservations about recommending that 
Father Calicott be given a second term. 

*Those "red flags" include concerns about Father Calicott that the Board had not heard 
previously, e.g., 

wJohnC 

AOC 010853 



, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CIDCAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, December 20, 1997 
10:00 AM· 2:30 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

Others Present: 
Rev .. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 

D. 

A. The Review Board approved the Minutes or the September 20, 1997 meeting. 

B. Matter or PFR-13, John Calicott 
The Board conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review 
Board Process For Continuation or Ministry. The Board reviewed 

The Board also received a letter from 
Archbishop George written . to Fr. Calicott informing him that be was waiting for a 
recommendation from the Board regarding Fr. Calicott's renewal for a second term as pastor 
of Holy Angels Parish. 

The Board discussed these matters in great length and could not reach a consensus regarding •••lfor Fr. Calicott or his term renewal request. Therefore, the Board recommended 
Fr. Calicott to the Review Board by its next 
scheduled meeting, which is January 24, 1998. The Board also requested the Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator communicate to Archbishop George and Fr. Calicott that, if 
the Board does not receive , the Board would have serious 
reservations recommending a renewal of his term as pastor and his fitness in ministry. 
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97Minuts.Dec 

c. 

D. 

E. 

m. A. Other Matters 
The Board approved its 1998 meeting schedule. 

Our next scheduled meeting is January 24, 1998. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Most Reverend Francis E. George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, minois 60611 

Dear Archbishop George: 

December 23, 1997 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on December 20, 14'n. The Board considered oral and 
written reports in the matter of Reverend John Calicott. The Board conducted a Supplementary Review 
pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review Board Proc~ For Continuatiion of Ministry. 

Also, the Review Board received a copy of your letter dated September 19, 1997 informing I.tr. 
Calicott that you are waiting for a recommendation from the Review Board regarding Fr. Calicott's renewal 
for a second term as paster of Holy Angels Parish. 

The Review Board could not reach a consensus n!garding Fr. Calicott's renewal as 
pastor, or recommendations regarding without 

Therefore, the Review Board recommends Fr. Calicott 
to the Review Board by its next scheduled meeting, which is January 24, 1998. If the Review Board docs not 
receive the Board would have serious reservations recolDIIIlending a renewal of Fr. Calicott's 
term and his future in ministry. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

V cry truly yours, 
? 

~~~"r, 
Bernadette Connolly ----µ 
Prof~ional Fitn~ 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, V AM 
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First Term Pastor Review 

Rev. John W. Calicott 
Pastor 

Review Team Members 

Rev. Donald Ehr, S.V.D. 
Review Team Coordinator 

Rev. James Martin 
Team Member 

(773) 624-5375 

(773) 268-1518 

(773) 476-4831 

The target date for completing the process is 6/9/99. 

'< ( '. 

(, 

( 

/ 
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, 
Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bernadette, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

January 8, 1998 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, llllnols 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312)337~79 

I am writing in response to your letter of December 23, 1997 regarding the matter of 
Reverend John Calicott, following the Review Board's Supplementary Review conducted on 
December 20, 1997. 

In Ii ht of the fact that Father Calicott 
I understand that the Board could not reach a consensus 

regarding his renewal as pastor or make recommendations about --without 
Accordingly, I accept the Review Board's recommendation ~r Calicott 
••••••••••••to the Review Board by its next scheduled meeting, that 

is, January 24, 1998. 

Please communicate this decision to Father Calicott. He should also understand that the 
Review Board would have serious reservations about recommending a renewal of his term as 
pastor and his future in ministry if is not received in time for the Board's meeting 
on January 24, 1998. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance. 

Sincere.ly yours in Chri{t, 

t-Sf ~i~ -1\ .JJ-e.rv--~ .t~~~· --

Most Reverend Francis E. George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Given at the Chancery 

~1·f~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
I East Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

cc: Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

FEG:TJP 
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ARCHDIOCES' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Reverend John Calicott 
Holy Angels Rectory 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott: 

January 13, 1998 
(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on December 20, 1997. The Board conducted a 
Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review Board Process For Continuation of 
Ministry. 

Archbishop George has accepted the Review Board's recommendation that you 
to the Review Board by the next scheduled meeting, which is January 24, 1998. 

The Review Board could not reach a consensus regarding your renewal as pastor, or 
recommendations regarding-due to - The Review Board requested I communicate to you their serious reservations of recommending a 
renewal of your term as pastor and your future in ministry if is not received by January 24, 
1998. 

I am more than willing to meet with you to discuss this matter further. Please feel free to contact 
me at the above telephone number. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Daniel Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
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Office of the Chancellor 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

:MEMO 

File 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 11 
January 24, 1998 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

RE: Review Board Meeting - Rev. John Calicott - Supplementary Review 

Based on the information received, including 
, and the refusal of Fr. Calicott to 

the Review Board advised that it cannot make a recommendation about another term as 
pastor or continuation in ministry since this information raises new questions about 
whether children are at risk at this time. 

The Board further recommended that Fr. Calicott continue 
, which he has already indicated that he is willing to do. 
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Others Present: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNF.SS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, January 24, 1998 
10:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

98Minuts.Jan 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette ConnoUy 

I. Approval of Minuks 
A. 'lbe Review Board approved the December 20, 1997 Minutes. 

U. Review Board Matters 
A. Matter of P.FR-13, John Calicott 

B. 

c. 

The Review Board conducted a Snpplaneutary Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the 
Review Board Process For Continuation of Ministry. The Administrator did not receive -

which was requested at the 12/20/'17 meeting. On January 
23, 1998 Fr. Calicott faxed a letter to the Administrator informing the Board that be would 
not The Review Board disc~ this matter for 
several hours. Based on the limited information received and Fr. Calicott's refusal to -

••••••••••••• the Board concluded this raised new questions about 
whether children are at ruk at this time. 'Therefore, the Review Board could not make a 

· recommendation regarding Fr. Calicott's second term as pastor or bis continuation in 
ministry. The Board further recommended Fr. Calicott continue to •••••••• 

The Board requested the Professional Fitness Review 
ttganling 
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P.FRB Minutes, January 24, 1998 Meeting Page Two 

m. Other Matters 
A. 'lbe Board agreed that the Profes.9ooal Fitness Review AdministnUor and Chairperson• 

••••• will meet to devdop a process for seledioo of new Board manbers. 

PLEASE NOTE -
The meeting adjourned at 1:25 PM. Memben were gathering their materials to leave 
when the Professional Fitness Review Administralor noticed a fax letter. The attached 
letter was received at 1:05 PM on January 24, 1998 from Patrick G. Reardon, Fr. 
Calkott's attorney. 

Our next scheduled meeting is February 21. 1998 at 10:00 AM 
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ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 East Superior 
Suite504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Most Reverend Francis E. George, O.M.I. 
Cardinal-Elect, Archdiocese or Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal-Elect Francis George: 

January 27, 1998 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on January 24, 1998. The Board considered oral and 
written reports in the matter or Reverend John Calicott. The Board conducted a Supplementary Review 
pursuant to Article 1104.11 or the Review Board Proc~ For Continuation or Ministry. 

Based on the limited information received and Fr. Calicott's rerusal to 
this imonnation raises new questions about whether children are at risk at this time. 

Therefore, the Review Board cannot make a recommendation regarding Fr. Calicott's second term as pastor 
or his continuation in ministry. Tlie Board rurther recommends Fr. Calicott continue to ••••••• 

Ir you have any questions, please let me know. 

cc: Members or the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Bernadette Connolly 
Pror~ional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Daniel Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Lawrence MeBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bernadette, 

February 2, 1998 

Post Office Box 19'79 
Chicago, Dlinols 60690-19'79 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337~79 

I am writing in response to your letter of January 27, 1998 regarding the matter of 
Reverend John Calicott, following the Review Board's Supplementary Review conducted on 
January 24, 1998. In your letter, you stated that the Review Board could not make a 
recommendation because of the limited information and Father Calicott's refusal to -

Before I can make a decision about Father Calicott's appointment to a second term as 
pastor or his continuation in ministry, I need to know the Review Board's recommendation about 
risk to children. Since the limited information received has raised new 
questions about whether children are at risk at this time, I ask the Review Board to specify the 
questions to be answered. 

Father Calicott is scheduled to meet with me on Thursday, February 5, 1998 at my 
residence, together with Father Paprocki, my delegate to the Review Board, Father McBrady, 
Vicar for Priests, and Mr. Pat Reardon, Father Calicott's attorney. If you will give the questions 
for- and to Father Paprocki, I will present them to Father Calicott when 
we meet on Thursday. After has answered these questions to the Review Board's 
satisfaction, I will expect a recommendation from the Review Board about whether Father 
Calicott's appointment to a second term as pastor or his continuation in ministry would present a 
risk to children. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance. 

Sincerely yours in C~t, 

~-~/~~~~; 
Most Reverend Francis E. George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

cc: Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Memorandum 
(312) 751-8220 

Fax (312) 751-5381 

To: Archbishop Francis E. George, O.M.I. 

cc: Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 17Yf 
February 3, 1998 

From: 

Date: 

Re: Briefing for your meeting with Father John Calicott on February 5, 1998 

l. Father John Calicott is a 51 year old priest of African-American heritage, ordained in 1974. He has 
been pastor ofHoly Angels Parish on the south side since October 27, 1991. 

2. On April 7, 1994, Father Calicott was placed on administrative leave following allegations that he 
had engaged in sexual misconduct with at least two teenage males, and possibly a third, who were 
between the ages of 12 and 14 at the time of the alleged misconduct which was said to have 

3. 

·occurred 16 tol8 years previously. The accusations alleged mutual administration of oral sex and 
kissing in the private rectory quarters over a period of at least two years on over 20 occasions with 
one boy and at least a "few" with another. There was an alleged unsuccessful attempt with a third 
boy. John has admitted to sexual misconduct with at least the two adolescent males, although there 
is some disagreement about the duration and frequency of the sexual activity (John says it was only 
10 times over a one year period with the first youth). 

4. Cardinal Bernardin 
1994. 

recommended that Father Calicott be 
returned to ministry as Pastor of Holy Angels under certain conditions, since 
concluded that John no longer poses a risk to children. Cardinal Bernardin forwarded this 
recommendation to the Review Board on January 14, 1995 (copy attached). This recommendation 
that Father Calicott no longer posed a threat to children and could be returned to ministry was 
confirmed by 

'I 
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Memo to Archbishop George 
Re February s•h Meeting with Father Calicott 
February 3, 1998 - Page 2 

5. After considerable deliberation protracted over several meetings, the Review Board recommended 
on August 14, 1995 that Father Calicott could be returned to Holy Angels only if he agreed to all 
the conditions laid down for his return to ministry. The Archdiocese announced Father Calicott' s 
reinstatement on October 12, 1995. 

6. ~Calicott wrote to ask the Review Board for ermission to end -
-and the latter of which he had 
already terminated unilaterally without the Review Board's approval. In order to consider his 
request, the Board asked John to which he 
agreed to do. He also originally in 1cate orally to Bernadette Co 

to the Review Board, though after he 
(A copy of these two pages is included in your packet from Bernadette Connolly.) 

7. On September 10, 1997, you wrote to Father Calicott advising him that his six-year appointment as -: 
Pastor of Holy Angels was scheduled to conclude on October 27, 1997, but indicated that his 
canonical appointment would continue and remain in effect until the evaluation process had been 
completed. You stated, "If the Review Board recommends that you continue as Pastor of Holy 
Angels, a ministerial evaluation of your pastorate will be conducted by the Office of Ministerial 
Evaluation and the Priests' Placement Board." 

8. At its meeting of January 24, 1997, the Review Board advised that it could not make a 
recommendation regardin Father Calicott's second term as astor or his continuation in ministry 
because of his refusal to 
••• however, raised some new questions about whether children are at risk. At your request, 
the Board has now specified what these questions are. (See packet from Bernadette Connolly.) 

9. The purpose of Thursday's meeting with John is 
-to answer the Review Board's questions. Without the ans~ to these questions, the 
Board cannot make a recommendation about risk to children, and witl1(jhe Board's positive 
recommendation, you cannot in conscience appoint him to another term or even allow him to 
remain in ministry that has access to minors. 
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ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

O.icago, Winois 60690-1979 

Off ice of Professional 
Fitness Review 

FAX TRANSMITTAL FORM 

DA TE : ,)_ - I l - 9 ~ 

FROM:~~µ 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: 312-751-5205/5206 
FAX NUMBER: 312-751-5279 

Bernadette Connolly 
Administrator 

=================================================================== 

TO: 

ORGANIZATION/COMPANY: 

FAX NUMBER: 

NUMBER ·oF PAGES (including this page) ~ 
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Others Present: 
Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CIIlCAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting. Saturday, February 21, 1998 
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

A. The Review Board approved the January 24, 1998 Munutes. 

II. 

98Minuts.Feb 

B. 
and·········· 

in the Matter of Rev. John Calicott. Since Fr. Calicott 
•••• the Cardinal had requested the Board develop 

their concerns into formal questions for Fr. Calicott . It is the Board's expectation 
that the rtsponses to the questions will be submitted by our next meeting, March 21, 1998. 

Our next regularly-scheduled meeting will be Saturday, March 21, 1998 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

File 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor Tqf 
March 21, 1998 

Review Board Meeting, Supplementary Review- Rev. John Calicott 

Bernadette Connolly will write to Cardinal George informing him that Fr. Calicott has 
not yet The letter from Pat Reardon indicates that he 
intends to redact also, John is 

The Board suggested that Cardinal George write to Fr. Calicott requesting that he­
Also, the Board will determine what weight to give. 

based on what information-has been given. 

Telephone call with Cardinal George 

After receiving Bernadette's letter, Cardinal will write to Fr. Calicott telling him that he 
must provide-unredacted answers to the Review Board's questions as well 
as · Cardinal wants to see both before making final decision. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, March 21, 1998 
10:00 AM - 2:15 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MJNUIES 

98Minuts.Mar 

Others Present: 

I. 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

B. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 
The Review Board conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 
1104.11 of the Review Board Process For Continuation of Ministry. The 
Administrator informed the Board that and······ 

have not yet been released from Fr. Calicott's 
attorney, Mr. Patrick Reardon. Mr. Reardon submitted a letter to the Board 
indicating that Fr. Calicott intends to release the required documents with 
some redaction of the responses. After further discussion, the Board is 
requesting the full unredacted responses to the questions by our next meeting. 
Also, Mc. Reardon informed the Board that Fr. Calicott has received • 

The Board was very 
concerned with what kind of information was shared with and that 

did not contact our office regarding our points of view. 
Therefore, the Board will certainly reflect on what has to say, but 
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c. 

will take into account their concerns as noted. The Board requested that the 
Administrator inform the Cardinal on these matters. 

II. Other Matters 

A. 

B. - and Bernadette Connolly will schedule an interview with • 
, a possible candidate to replace a vacancy on the Board. 

C. Fr. Paprocki informed the Board that Cardinal George could meet with the 
Board on June 27, 1998 at 10:00 AM. 

Our next scheduled meeting is Saturday, April 18, 1998 at 9:00 a.m. 
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Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George: 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

March 23, 1998 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on March 21, 1998. The Board conducted a 
Supplementary Review in the matter of Rev. John Calicott. 

On March 20, 1998, the Board nceived a letter from Fr. Calicott's attorney, Mr. Patrick Reardon 
(please see attached). In paragraph three, Mr. Reardon indicates Fr. Calicott intends to release the document 
to the Board with some redacting of the responses by our next-scheduled meeting. 

In order for the Review Board to make a recommendation regarding Fr. Calicott's second term as 
pastor and his future in ministry, the Board is requesting the full unredacted responses to the questions by 
April 18, 1998. 

Mr. Reardon has ulso informed the Board that Fr. Calicott has 

available for several weeks. 

It is the Review Board's expectation that the Supplementary Review will be completed by April 18, 
1998. If is received prior to the Review Board meeting, the Board wiU certainly reflect 
on what has to say, but will take into account the amount and kind of information that was shared 
with has not contacted our office to receive our points of view and concerns on this 
matter. 

Again, it is the Review Board's expectation that a recommendation regarding Fr. Calicott's future 
in ministry will he given to you at our April 18, 1998 meeting. 

If you should have any questions, please let me know. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Very truly yours, 

Bernadette ConnoLy 
Professional Fitn~ 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicars for Priests 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear John: 

ARQ-lDIOCESE' G-llCAGO 

April 8, 1998 

Post Office !lox 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax(312)337~79 

l am writing to you concerning the Review Board's Supplementary Review conducted on 
March 21, 1998. At the Board's request, Bernadette Connolly has informed me that the Board received 
a letter from your attorney, Mr. Patrick Reardon, indicating that he intends to release 
responses to the Review Board with some redacting of the document. The Board has requested the full 
unredacted responses to the questions by its April 18, 1998 meeting in order to make a 
recommendation to me about your second term as pastor and your future in ministry. 

My recollection of our meeting on February 12, 1998 is that we reached a compromise 
in that I would not insist that you , but you would release to the 
Board answers to You and Patrick Reardon were also given 
the opportunity to review and edit As I said when we met, before l can 
make a decision about your appointment to a second term as pastor or your continuation in ministry, l 
need to know the Review Board's recommendation about risk to minors. The Review Board has stated 
that it could not make a recommendation without a complete understanding of 

Mr. Reardon also informed the Board that you have 

The Board is willing to reflect on what 
will take into account the amount and kind of information that was shared with The Board 
has indicated that -has not contacted the Review Board office to receive their points of view 
and concerns on this matter. 

In terms of the information contained in-· while it would be inappropriate for me to 
ask you to manifest matters of conscience, no one enjoys a right to an assignment as pastor, and l must 
have moral certitude about a priest's suitability for him to serve as pastor. Accordingly, I am asking the 
Review Board to give you the time necessary for you to obtain and provide the needed information 
from-and- It would be best to have this information by April 18, if at all possible. 
I will pray for the Holy Spirit's guidance for everyone involved in this matter. 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 0 
~~ C,JJ. fa , __ t 

Frands Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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-~·· .. 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
April 8, 1998 
Page 2 

cc: Ms. Bernadette Connolly, Professional Fitness Review Administrator, 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

FEG/TJP:sfc 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 75Hl220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMO 

File 

Rev. Thomas I. Paprocki, Chancellor ~ 
April 18, 1998 

Review Board Meeting - Rev. John Calicott 

The Review Board is agreeable to Mr. Patrick Reardon's proposal (contained in his 
letter of April 17, 1998) that 

- would be ready for the Board within the next two weeks. While releasing 
unredacted answers from - Fr. Calicott would only excise names of other 
individuals mentioned by - and would offer commentary on some answers in 
the questionnaire. The Board is open to this for the May meeting. 

---------------------- -
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Others Present: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CIDCAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting Saturday, April 18, 1998 
9:00 AM - 10:30 AM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

98Minuts.Apr 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 
A. The Board formally approved the February 21, 1998 and March 21, 1998 Minutes. 

II. Review Board Matters 
A. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

The Administrator shared a letter from Mr Patrick Reardon, John Calicott's attorney, that 

B. 

m. 

would not be available until our next meeting. 
Mr. Reardon assured the Board that all materials would be submitted in two weeks. The 
Board asked the Administrator to speak with Mr. Reardon requesting this information 
within two weeks in order for the Board to have ample time to review all reports. 

Our next regularly-scheduled meeting is May 16, 1998 at 10:00 AM 
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MEMO TO FILE 
PFR-13, John Calicott 
Phone Conversation with Bob Miller, on-site monitor 

I spoke with Bob Miller on May 13 and May 14, 1998. I asked Bob about a rumor 
regarding the Boy Scouts Group at Holy Angels and that JC was alone with the 
scouts without adult supervision. Bob informed me that all the legal documents are 
listed under his (Bob's) name. He informed me that JC does assist with the scouts, 
but is always with another adult. Bob also said that JC is not even listed as a Scout 
Master. He also stated that JC does go on trips with the scouts, but is always with 
another adult. He mentioned and as the 
adults who are with JC. He stated that the scouts meet every Friday night in the 
rectory where open visibility is noted. These meetings are always in a Public Forum 
setting. He also mentioned that JC recently attended a Scouts' Banquet Dinner and 
there were plenty of adults present. He said that other scout groups are envious of 
the scout group at Holy Angels. He also stated the following: "I swear on a stack 
of bibles that JC has never been alone with the scouts." 

May 14, 1998 
Bob Miller called today and informed me that he thinks this rumor came from 
another scoutmaster from another school because Holy Angels' scouts might be 
receiving donations from Ameritech for their outstanding work. 
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§ 700 Unified Priest Personnel Record Keeping Policies 
Title Ill, "''·•ot 

§701 FILE MAINTENANCE 

If' - 701.1. Policy All records related to the ,formation,-placement .. and treatment orll 
H Archdiocesan Priests shall be maintained according to existing Archdiocesan Record Policies. 1 H 
t~-------- ------·-·--· - - ·-·-··-·- --- ·-------~--- ·- .... "..';' ............ - -- ·-·--------~~! 

!l 701.3. Policy All recorded information gathered in the process of evaluating a !I 
!! candidate's fitness for ministry or placement within ministry shall be maintained for the!! 

1 ..... L d"*"~ u .... ra= .. ti=· o"-n ........ ~f=tha=_=t-~=--.;;.-;.w.~=~~=-=~"""-~~=-=~=· _"""i=stry=· =tJ;ain=-~=in=_g""" __ an=~=J=? .. no;;.~-~=-~=~=Y.=mI=·=n=!~=try=·-=·:..-= .. =---=----=·=·--·=--·---------·--------·--·--------·---j! ·--- .. .. .Jo 

µ- "' ............... ~--....... ..... ............ _....... ......... "" ...................... -.. ........................ '.;1 
!j 701.4. Policy Upon completion of ministry training, a summary of material!! 
n information from the Rector's File and Formation File from Mundelein Seminary shall be sent H 
II to the Archbishop for review with the Chancellor and Vicar for Priests, along with a!! 
!) Certification Certificate signed by the Rector. The entire file shall be given to the Vicar for!! 
!1 Priest and/or the Chancellor upon request. i! 
~~::::-'"'''"....,"'"'"''"....,.._._._ ..... ,.,...,,..,....,.,.,,.,.,.,.,..,..._,,._, __ """'"'"'"'"'""""""""..,,"""""'"n""""....,"",,....'"""'""'"""'"""""""""""'"""'"~""""""'""" ............ """"..._~,,.,,..,,....,,..,.._"'"""'""'"::.,'...':,':.":.,"""''""'"'""':.,'!;:;,~"..~'",.".,':..':,.~,,"'::.,"":.,':."';:::;;,.";::;::;::::;.:'::.,'"..."'.,".."'..~"::!. .. ~ 

tt - w.NIAN!i._ ..... _,""""""'"""""'""""'"''"""'""''''~i !! 701.5. Policy From the date the Unified Priest Personnel Record Keeping Policy is!! 
!l promulgated no record shall be permanently placed in a Diocesan Priests' Personnel File under II 
H the promise of confidentiality. H 
t~ ........ ..._ ................................... _.. ...................... _,_,, .. ,, ........ ,, ............ _.... ............................ _,,,,, .................... -.._ .... ,, ....................... ,,,,_ ......... _ ........................................ ~~=;:.::;:'"...:::..~~= ......... ,,':;:::;::::..~~...;:..~ .. ~ ..... "Z:.:..~~":..~::: .. ~"::. 

On December 17, 1987 the Cardinal's Cabinet approved the Archdiocesan Records Policy: 
1. All rccosls created by persons employed by the Archdiocese of Chicago during the course of their work are property of 

the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
2. Records are defined as: All recorded information, regardless of media or characteristics, made or received and maintained 

in pursuance of its legal obligations or in the tranaaction of its business 
3. The disposition (i.e. the transfer, destruction, filming or off site storage) of all records must be scheduled by the Records 

Center Department. Schedules must be approved by the Record Conservation Board. 

[700] - 2 Adopted 10-24-95; effective 12-8-95 
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.... . 
§ 1100 Sexual Misconduct with Minors Title ill, Chapter I 

Priests 

§ 1106 PRIEST PERSONNEL RECORDS 

Section 1106 requires the establishment of unified priest personnel record keeping 
system to enable those responsible for ministerial assignments to consider the full record of a 
priest. Under the unified system, the record of a priest will commence upon his entry into 
seminary training and continue to be maintained throughout his career. 

§1106.1. Priest Personnel Record Keeping 

r:--:--.. ..,_____ - - "':"- .... -- .. ' .. ..__________ := .. =~-:.:.:':" .. ~:.;: .. :':":::.~ .. ':":::-.. = .. :-::.::-:1 

!~ 1106.1. Policy The Archdiocese shall establish and maintain a unified priest personnel l! 
i1 record keeping system to enable the Archbishop and other responsible persons to consider the n 
Ii full record of a priest ~ the m~g of ~sterial assi~ents. The re~r~ of each priest shall !l 
i~ commence upon entenng semmary trammg and contmue to be mamtamed throughout the jj 
!~career of the priest. See §700 Archdiocese of Chicago Unified Priest Personnel Recordn 
hKeeping Policies. [j 
~-_,...,,,_._... ______ , ___ ,__,,~._..... ................. -----~ .. -....;."'..".."..~~~':.~"..~"'":=~~~~"""":..'::..~~ ... ": .. ~"..~~ ....... ".;."...':: ... ~~"..~~ 

ProcedMres 
The Chancellor shall develop guidelines for the administration of the unified priest personnel 
record keeping system consistent with law and sound personnel records management. For the 
purposes enunciated in these policies and procedures, the record shall include records of 
fonnational assessment, psychological evaluation, the record and disposition of any 
proceedings of the Review Board and any other information suggesting a propensity for sexual 
misconduct with minors. 

§1106.2. Transfer oflnformation 

r~-~:::.::::.::::::::;:~::::::::::::::::::::=.=:;=.::;=.:~~::::::::::~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~, 

!~ 1106.2. Policy The rector of Mundelein Seminary and the Vicar for Priests shall make ll 
U available to the Chancellor for incorporation into the priest personnel record keeping system lj 
H such records in their respective possession as may be allowed by law. \i 
t.~:=.::.:::::= .. ,..._._ .... - ...................................... ~'°'""'°'"'"""""' .................................. ~ ... "".....,..,..,.."" .. ""-....... ,,,,.7""""""""""'".......,_.....,.. .... ....,..-.. .__••••-•""'T"o'""'"'Tu"""""":""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""'"""".;....~~:-..;;;.~...;;:;.':.:~3 

ProcedMres 
They may remove or redact from the records they make available any record, note, memoranda 
or other document which reflects information obtained, received or given under promise, 
perception or expectation of confidentiality before December 8, 1995. 

[1100]- 24 Amended 2-25-97; effective 7-1-97 
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98Minuts.May 

Others Present: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CIDCAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting Saturday, May 16, 1998 
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 
A. The Board formally approved the April 18, 1998 Minutes. 

II. Review Board Matters 
A. Matter of PFR-13. John Calicott 

The Board conducted a Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 1104.11 of the Review 
Board Process For Continuation Of Ministry. The Board reviewed oral and written reports 
from: 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. Reports from On-site Monitor 
7. Report from Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

After reviewing and discussing all of the above reports, the Review Board was split in its 
decision regarding whether Fr. Calicott is a risk to children. Four members felt Fr. Calicott 
posed a significant risk to children, based on , and is unsuited 
for Parish Ministry. The other four members did not feel Fr. Calicott posed a significant 
risk to children at this time. 

The Board could not reach a consensus regarding Fr. Calicott's eligibility for a second term 
as pastor of Holy Angels Parish and his continuation in parish ministry. The Board 
requested the Professional Fitness Review Administrator convey this to Cardinal George. 

III. Other Matters 
A. The Review Board received the Letter of Resignation from the Professional Fitness Review 

Administrator. Fr. Paprocki informed the Board that the position might turn into a part­
time administrator and that Bernadette Connolly was interested. Fr. Paprocki also infonned­
the Board that he has to speak with Cardinal George regarding this matter. 

Our nen regularly-scliedaled meeting is June 27, 1998 at 10:00 AM 
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Of!i" of Pro""'°"'' fim~ R.,;•w ARCHDIQC''·E .. 0. f CHICAGO 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

May 18, 1998 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on May 16, 1998. The Board conducted a 
Supplementary Review in the matter of Rev. John Calicott. The Board reviewed oral and written reports 
from: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6.. Oral and Written Reports from Rev. Robert Miller, On-Site Monitor; 
7. Oral and Written Reports from the Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

The Board is split in its decision regarding whether Fr. Calicott is a risk to children. Four members 
felt that Fr. Calicott posed a significant risk to children, based on , and 
is unsuited for Parish Ministry. The other four members did not feel that Fr. Calicott posed a significant risk 
to children at this time. 

Apart from the issue of risk to children, which is the Board's principal focus, there are other 
concerns raised by these recent reports which should be brought to your attention. The Board is very 
concerned with 

In summary, The Board is unable to reach a consensus regarding Fr. Calicott's eligibility for a 
second term as pastor of Holy Angels Parish and his continuation in parish ministry. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

l 
Bernadette Connolly 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicars for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 
Mr. John O'Malley 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bernadette, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

May 19, 1998 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oiicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

I am writing in response to your letter of May 18, 1998 regarding the matter of Reverend John 
Calicott, following the Review Board's Supplementary Review conducted on May 16, 1998. 

Although the Board was evenly split on the question of whether Father Calicott is a risk to 
children and therefore could not reach a consensus regarding his eligibility for a second term as pastor 
of Holy Angels Parish and his continuation in ministry, I appreciate the careful consideration that the 
Board members have given to this matter. 

In order for me to make an informed decision about whether to appoint Father Calicott to a 
second term as Pastor of Holy Angels Parish, I will need to know more about the concerns which the 
Board has brought to my attention apart from the issue of risk to children. Please inform Father 
Calicott that I have asked Fat~for Priests, to look into the concerns mentioned 
in your letter and detailed in----· Depending on whether these concerns can be 
adequately addressed, I will then determine if the Office of Ministerial Evaluation and the Priests' 
Placement Board should proceed with the ministerial evaluation of Father Calicott's pastorate. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance. 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Sincerely yours in Christ, Q 

+~~~1wy 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

!... ... ~---· .. 
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DICTATION AS A RESUL OF MEETINGDS ON 5/19/98 RE: CALICOTT 

INVESTIGATE: (To be done by Vicar for Priests Office) 

• Miller saying "I run the parish, JC the school" 

JC meets Cardinal and says (A) 

CREATING PROTECTIVE FRAMEWORK 
• Revising the protocol by reviewing the covenant 

• Goals set for 
• Strengthening of monitoring 
• Monthly interviews/reports by VP and PFRD Administration 
• Decide whether is warranted. 

ALL IN PLACE BEFORE 
• Ministerial evaluation (Mary Yunger) 
• with special sheet on "keeping the covenant" 

• Report to Vicar 
• Advice to Cardinal 
• Second term to be approved by Placement Board 

• any conditions? 
• what to expect after next 6 years. 
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Offi" of Profrnfon•l Ffm6> Ro~•w ARCHDIQC···.E ... Q. f CHICAGO 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago. IL. 60611 

Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear Father Calicott: 

May 27, 1998 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on May 16, 1998. The Board conducted a 
Supplementary Review pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Board Process For Continuation Of 
Ministry. 

Cardinal George was informed that the Review Board was evenly split on the question of whether 
you are a risk to children and, therefore, could not reach a recommendation for your eligibility for a second 
term as pastor of Holy An~els Parish. 

Cardinal George was also informed of the Board's concerns regarding 

Cardinal George has requested Fr. Daniel Coughlin, Vicar for Priests, to meet with you to discuss 
the above-mentioned concerns. 

After your meeting with Fr. Coughlin, and if the above-mentioned concerns have been adequately 
addressed, Cardinal George will determine if the Office of Ministerial Evaluation and the Priests' Placement 
Board should proceed with the ministerial evaluation of your pastorate. 

If you should have any questions, please contact me immediately. 

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicars for Priests 
Mr. John O'Malley 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 
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MEMO 

TO: File 

FROM: Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin 

DATE: May 27, 1998 

RE: John Calicott 

Today, Bernadette Connolly called. I asked when John Calicott would receive the 
contents of the Cardinal's letter. She told me she received the Cardinal's letter herself last 
Wednesday but she was on vacation. She is finishing a letter to him today. 

When I told her I needed to set up an appointment with him soon she said she would send 
today's letter by messenger. 

************* 

Later today I received a Fax of the letter Bernadette was sending to John Calicott. 

Still later in a phone call with Bernadette, I was told that John had received her letter and 
the following points were covered in their conversation: 

1. John wanted to know why there was a split vote. She told him it was a difficult long 
~orts were considered, people had different understandings of. 

2. She told John that I would be calling to meet with him. His reaction was quite blase 
and said that is already considered in the past. 

3. She emphasized that besides the ministry question, John's life will still be guided by a 
protocol and be reviewed by the Fitness Review Board. 

4. John concluded "so it will be the Cardinal who will make the decision" and Bernadette 
confirmed that this would not be an easy decision for the Cardinal either. She urged 
him to comply fully with our investigation and with the determinations of the Board. 

5. Bernadette wanted to pursue I 
suggested that these matters should not be done piece-meal but as a complete package 
so as to make a bigger impact on John. Bernadette thought: 

6. She has a Board meeting on June 27'11
• The Cardinal will not be in attendance. We 

both hope that details of a protocol en be worked out by June 27111
• 
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MEMO 

TO: Bernadette Connolly 

FROM: Rev. D~niel P. Coughlin 

DATE: May 27, 1998 

RE: Cornmnnic:ttion with John C;tlicolt 

----·-·-------.. ---------------------------·------ -· 

Today. having received '\copy of the Cardinal's letter to yc1u regarding Father John 
Calicott, l call<::-d your office. l was told you would not be in. You had taken a vacation 
day. 

It is important for me to know whether or not the contents of the Cardinal's letter have 
been communicated to John Calicott before I call hirn to set up an appointment with him. 
All of us need to be on the same page in dealing with this matter. 

Since Monday was a holiday and Tuesday l will be driving to visit-· this is a 
very tight and sho1t week. It Is imperitive for you to reach me as soon as possible. 
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MEMO 

TO: File 

FROM: Dan Coughlin 

DATE: June 8, 1998 

RE: John Calicott 

As a result of the meetings held on May 19, 
, l understand the following to be the next steps to be taken in the John 

Calicott case: 

I. As a Result of Meetings on 5/19/98 
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II. On May 27, 1998, in a phone call with Bernadette, I was told that John had 
received her letter and the following points were covered in their conversation: 

I. John wanted to know why there was a split vote. She told him it was a 
difticult long meeting. All reports were considered. People had different 
understandings of 

2. She told John that I would be calling to meet with him. His reaction was quite 
blase and said that it was already considered in the past. 

J. She emphasized that besides the ministry question, John's life will still be 
guided by a protocol and be reviewed by the Fitness Review Board. 

4. John concluded "so it will be the Cardinal who will make the decision?" and 
Bernadette confirmed that this would not be an easy decision for the·Cardinal 
either. She urged John to comply fully with our investigation and with the 
determinations of the Board. 

5. Bernadette wanted to pursue 
- I suggested that these matters should not be done piece-meal but as 
a complete package so as to make a bigger impact on John. Bernadette 
thought 

6. She has a Board meeting on June 2711
'. The Cardinal will not be in attendance. 

We both hope that details of a protocol en be worked out in detail by June 27 11
'. 

ID. Results of the investigation borne out of a conversation that the Vicars for 
Priests had with John Calicott. 

a. An on-going sexual relationship with women. 
• has been a friend for years. She acts as a confidant. This 

• 

seems to be a healthy relationship and no boundaries were violated. 
Sometimes even difticulty living celibacy discussed with her. 
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At the same time, he was wondering if 
he should leave the parish or leave the priesthood. In the summer of 1980 

and into October, when dealing with a complexity of issues, John did 
become involved with a woman. Father Tony Vader did an intervention 
and he has not seen her since. This relationship continued on and off 
through the summer of 1980 until October.. 

• and John became friends while teen-agers and knew each 
other as good friends through college. When she got married, he was 
happy for her. 

, while he was living at the Cardinal Stritch 
Retreat House, he took a summer vacation to visit relatives and friends in 
the South. -had recently been divorced. The two of them were in 
very vulnerable circumstances. There was a single instance of sexual 
encounter in 1992. 

This was the extent of se~ual relationships with any women. 

B. Past and present problems of celibacy. 

Theoretically, John believes celibacy should be optional for diocesan priests. If 
the permission were given tomorrow he would not marry or seek marriage. He 
believes celibacy has a powerful witness value in the church and to people at 
this time. In the Afro-American community he sees celibacy as a witness to 
living a healthier life. 

John Calicott believes he can live a celibate life. 

When asked why the information about heterosexual relationships and celibacy 
were brought up at this time and not before John res onded that 

(even now there is question as to whether this information should have been 
revealed to the Board) 

When John met with the Cardinal, Larry McBrady, Tom Paprocki and Pat 
Reardon, he approached the meeting in good faith. He had desired to meet 
with the Cardinal alone but Tom Paprocki said this was not advisable. It was 
then he decided that Pat Readon's presence would be important for meeting 
with the Cardinal. He still looks forward to meeting with the Cardinal 
personally. 
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C. Confusion about priestly identity. 

John states he is not confused about being a priest. 

He sincerely desires to do what God wants as a priest, as a pastor and in these 
present circumstances (i.e. his protocol). He does not separate his desire to 
serve God and to serve the Church. He looks upon the Church as a divine 
institution. 

D. In regards to impulsivity and rage. 

Both of these items are hard to distinguish and to respond to. 

John does admit that he and other Afro-American men who are leaders, are 
frequently gripped by "black,rage". 

John not only preaches with passion but projects himself as a man who is filled 
with convictions and deep feelings. He believes he has never shown any anger 
or rage toward an individual other than to a brother-in-law, which he 

He believes he coritains his feelings and 
frustrations when dealing with parishioners, especially young people. 

He described in great detail his rage against 

to be justifiable anger. 

When questioned about his display of anger as witnessed on television, he said 
his anger was directed not at the Church, but at the media itself. He felt deeply 
that the media was invading and upsetting a relationship between himself as 
pastor and his congregation. 

Living and working in the black community he deals with many people who 
use outrageous language as a t e of street code to indicate their dee feelin s 
and desire to take action. 

E. Possession of Fire Arms. 
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Since a teen-ager, John has been in possession of a 12 gauge shot gun. He was 
raised with farmers and hunters. He still uses his fishing equipment on some 
vacations and fire arms to go hunting on other vacations in the South. 

As a public person who is known for trying to get rid of hand guns, he cannot 
believe someone would question his possession of a shot gun he has had for 
years. 

f. Problems with Alcohol. 

"I have never been a drinker, I have never drunk that much". 
Because of his-John has been cautioned that drinking alcohol is not 
good for his condition. Besides, he has never been attracted to drinking or 
finds it necessary in social gatherings. 

Any friends or family members who know John would testify that he is not a 
drinker, let alone has a problem with alcohol.. 

AOC 010901 



----------,-,----------------.. ----------------------·--··-··--·--·------------·-·-·--·----·---·----- ···---
! . 

-·---·--e---~- --1' -- -·-
·----------- - . 

-- it . - . ·-- . ---- ··---
---·-----l-1-----------------------v:-- --·-----u -------- -If--------=-----~-/-_Jf-~ --~-=-~=~-=-~~~--~~-- ~---

': . __ J _________ -_· ~~---#--=.• f__ 
I I . 
I! -----r-
,. 

i ! 
·---n:-----------~--

11 r ·7:-__ ..:__ ______ H--·_: _____________________________ ___: ___________________________________ ---- -·-· 
I! 
I: ------·-r-
': . . --· --- --·-------r+----·------···----------- --~- .--··- ----·- --·· --·-- ···--·-· --------·-------- ·------- .. -------___:- --·-. --- ---· -- -- - . -

· Ii · 
··-------------·----t-i--- ---·- ---- ------------···---------·--· ----- -----------------------·------------·---~------ ·-- ... 

---------·--·--·---·- ·--

I! . . . . 
I l -

·-i1-----·------- ·---
1: 
l 

I . 

______ J ___ ~-------
l l .. ·----------····----------------- AOG-0-1-0902 



DRAFT 

June 16, 1998 

Dear Bernadette, 

Since I wrote to you on May 19, 1998 regarding the Supplementary Review of 
Reverend John Calicott, conducted by your Professional Fitness Review Board on 
May 16, 1998, some progress has been made. 

The Vicars for Priests, Father Dan Coughlin and Father Larry McBrady, have met 
with Father Calicott and they have investigated the matters brought to my attention by. 

and the Review Board. I am satisfied with their report and will 
now proceed with further steps in the ministerial evaluation of Father Calicott's pastorate 
before reappointing him to another term as pastor. 

It would be helpful if your Board would review its protocol for Father Calicott 
at your June meeting. A revised protocol and the Board's recommendations on -

and other suggestions would be helpful. If I can have these by the end of 
this month, I will present this material to John personally within the next month and 
review his entire situation before determining the next steps in his ministerial evaluation. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance in 
this matter. 

Ms Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 6061 I 

Sincerely your in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley Director of Legal Services 
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Memorandum 

To: Cardinal George 

From: Rev. Daniel Coughlin 

Date: June I&, 199& 

Re: Next steps in John Calicott case 

Attached is a draft letter to be sent to Bcnadcttc Connolly, Administrator or the Professional 
Fitness Review Board. It acknowledges you have received the report from this Office on the matters 
brought to your attention. 

~:':::: .. 
:::::·:·:::::. 

/ {~1~:proposi11g the following as the next steps in the process: 

·:; ;;;; Hl):: The Review Board revise John Calicott's protocol. In consultation with our Office, 
; .j'jappropriatc recommendations arc made for John's continuing-. Hopefully, this is 

: : :: : y all in your hands by the end or June. 

::;:: m: /~@In July you have a meeting with John Calicott yoursclr to review concerns raised by. 
:TH: /}'. and exhort John to adhere to the protocol and cooperate with the 

,,,,,,,, .... · Review Board. 

Larry McBrady and I reel that John is very adept at working a situation to his benefit. We also 
believe that only way to make this work is for you to "Hold John's Feet to the Fire." Specifically, we 
suggest that you tell John )'OU will be asking him every six months ir he is remaining faitl1fol to the 
protocol. At least for the first year. (' 

1 

AOC 010904 



l . . 
June 18, 1998 

3) If you arc personally satisfied, I suggest at the same meeting you express the 
risk you arc taking, yet the trust you place in John. Then assure him, you arc 
~cqucsting the Q!.{lina~ process of ministerial evaluation to take place. 
When the process is finished, you will seek council from the Episcopal Vicar 
and his Dean as well as the Placement Board. Only then will .you write a letter 
extending his assignment for another term as pastor of Holy Angels. 

4) Aller the meeting with John, the Office for Ministerial Evaluation is informCIJ 
to begin its regular process. 

5) When all the data has been reviewed and final recommendations arc made to 
you, perhaps you may want to consult with PCAC on the implications of your 1 
decision and any possible media attention. 

2 
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Office of lhc Archbishop 

Dear Bernadette, 

ARCHDIOCESE C_)F CHICACO 

June 23, 1998 

Post OffiO) Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Since I wrote to you on May 19, ·1998 regarding the Supplementary Review of Reverend 
John Calicott, conducted by your Professional Fitness Review Board on May 16, 1998, some 
progress has been made. 

The Vicars for Priests, Father Dan Coughlin and Father Larry McBrady, have met with 
Father Calicott and they have investigated the matters brought to my attention by. 

- and the Review Board. I am satisfied with their report and will now 
~steps in the ministerial evaluation of Father Calicott's pastorate before 
reappointing him to another term as pastor. 

It would be helpful if your Board would review its protocol for Father Calicott at your 
June meeting. A revised protocol and the Board's recommendation on 
and other suggestions would be helpful. Ifl can have these by the end of this month, I will 
present this material to John personally within the next month and review his entire situation 
before determining the next steps in his ministerial evaluation. 

I am grateful to you and the members of the Review Board for your assistance in this 
matter. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, ~ 

~~ ~~ {~'-Yl~ 
Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. /) -
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ms. Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
1 East Superior Street, Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

CC: Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Lawrence P. McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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Others Present: 

ARCHDIOCFSE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNF.SS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting Saturday, Jone 'J:I, 1998 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Office of Professional ~ Review 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minmes 
· A. The Review Board formally approved the May 16, 1998 Minutes. 

II. Review Board Matters 
A. Matter of P.FR-13. John Calicott 

B. 

c . 

Cardinal George requested the Board review Fr. Calicott's individual and specific protocol. 
In particular, the Cardinal requested recommendations regarding Fr. Calicott's••• 
The Board disamed and reviewed Fr. Calicott's 

Fr. Calicott's ••Ii 
Deces&u")' • 

The Board recommended that Fr. Calicott···· 
at least once a week. The Board also recommended 

The Board agned to consuJt with 

within three months to determine if - is 

.ID. Other Mattel's 
The BoanJ met with and Father Paprocki to ~ the PFR. Administrator's 
ismles and concerm. (Quote of the meeting: "If it's not broken, why ru: it.") 

Our next regularty-schedukd meeting is JulJ 18, 1998. 
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Offi" of Profm;o"'l fonm R<~<w AR.CHIJIOC •. ~ Of CHICAGO 
1 East Superior 
Suite 504 
Chicago. IL 60611 

Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Your Eminence: 

July 1, 1998 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on June 27, 1998. The Board 
conducted a Supplementary Review in the matter of Reverend John Calicott. 

In compliance with your request, the Board reviewed Fr. Calicott's Individual and 
Specific Protocol. Attached is the Revised Protocol which indicates recommendations 
regarding . Please note Nos. 2 and 3. The Review 
Board hopes this Revised Protocol is helpful to you when you meet with Fr. Calicott this 
month. 

If you have any questions, please let us know. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Very truly yours, 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicars for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 
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Prot.13 (Pg 3) 

lNDIVIDUAL AND SPEClFIC PROTOCOL, REVISED 

REVEREND JOHN CALICOTT 

1. Father Calicott agrees never to be in the presence of a minor without another responsible adult 
present. 

2. 

3. 

4. father Calicott agrees to meet with his spiritual director at least two times each month. 

5. father Calicott agrees to maintain a daily log book outlining his activities for the day. This log book 
must be accessible to the on-site monitor and turned in to the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator weekly. 

6. Father Calicott agrees to be accompanied on vacations outside of his residence, or on any extended 
absence (i.e. overnight or longer), by an adult companion apprnved by the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator. 

7. father Calicott agrees immediately to inform the Professional Fitness Review Administrator of any 
violations of this Revised Individual and Specific Protocol. 

8. Father Calicott understands and agrees that any modification or amenchuent to this Protocol must 
be submitted in writing to the Archbishop. After receiving permission from the Archbishop, Fr. 
Calicott will petition his request to the Professional Fitness Review Board for changes 01· modifications 
to this Protocol. The PFRl3 will make formal recommendations to the Archbishop reganling any 
changes or modifications to this Protocol. The Professional Fitness Review Administrator will inform 
Fr. Calicott of the Archbishop's decisions regarding his requests for changes to this Protocol. 

The undersigned have read and agree to the foregoing. 

Date 

Date 

Reverend John Calicott 

Bernadette Connolly, Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

:.:·::::::. 
::::-:::··· 

Bernadette Connolly 

Rev. Daniel P. Coughlinl~ 
July 14, 1998 

John Calicott's Protocol 

M;i{i;jJ~bf~t:inding is Iha I you arc slill Because of the 
ill'nefadoi;rathcr than going back to the entire Board, you have been commissioned to work with a 
~µ,~~~fui~ffilcc 011 recommending toward completing the revision of John Calicott's 
P.r<ifo¢~i/Thc Board has also su should continue now 
W\tit 

tifar~''is also an understanding that John will be . It was also 
suggested that other issues would be addressed separately by the Vicar for Priests office and added lo 
the protocol in light of the recent revelations from and investigation done on these issues 
by our office. 

Tom Paprocki said you would be sending me a written revision John's protocol. I look foiward lo 
receiving this soon so that we can make additions, Ir necessary. 

In the Cardinal's letter he slated that he wanted to speak to John about all this in July. Now the 
Cardinal is on vacation. I hope we can have all this homework done by the time he returns. 

1 

AOC 010910 



I. 

REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, July 18, 1998 

Office of Professional Fitn~ Review 

Approval of Minutes 

A. June 27, 1998 

II. Review Board Matters 

A. 

B. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

m. Other Matters 

A. Monitoring 

Our next regularly-schedukd meeting is August 22, 1998 
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July 20, 1998 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Reverend Daniel Coughlin 

Bernadette Connolly\v 

Your Memo dated July 14, 1998~ re John Calicott's Protocol 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-99-1-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

On July 1, 1998, the Vicars were copied on a fotter I sent to Cardinal George relative to 
a Revised Protocol for John Calicott. Enclosed is another co1>y of this correspondence for 
your files. 

H there is any other information you need to have, plea~ let me know. 

cc: Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

·;. .. ·~ ....................... , ........... , . ., ........... , ' 
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Offi" of Profmioo•I "'"'~ R<~<w ARCHDIQCi CHICAGO 
~u~::t5~~p~rior · ..... · . 

Chicago, IL 60611 

Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Cardinal George: 

August 10, 1998 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Enclosed is a copy of and Fr. Calicott's Revised 
Protocol. I have incorporated Protocol restrictions from the Vicar for Priests Office. 
Please note No. 4. It is my understanding that you will be meeting with Fr. Calicott on 
September 3, 1998. 

It is our hope that, after your meeting with Fr. Calicott, the Vicar for Priests, Fr. 
Daniel Coughlin, and myself will meet with Fr. Calicott to discuss his Protocol and to 
answer any questions he may have. 

Again, if you should have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Very truly yours, 

Bernadette Connolly 
Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator 

Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
llev. Daniel Coughlin 

Vicar for Priests 
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?ROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD MINUTES-AUGUST 22, 1998 

MEMBERS PRESEN · 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Fr. Thomas Paprocki 
Bernadette Connolly 

-
1) Approval of Minutes 

The Board approved the June minutes with one deletion as noted. 

2) Review Board Matters 
A. The board formally recommended········ to serve on the PFRB. -will 

be replacing position. 

B. Monitoring Program - The board reviewed our current policies and procedures of our monitoring 
program. Discussion focused on the PFRA responsibilities and expectations regarding the 
monitoring of our priests. Suggestions regarding on site visits, telephone calls, and face to face 
contact was discussed. It was recommended that the Board review each case file focusing on 
these specific issues. The Board also suggested that they meet with the Vicar for Priests and 
Victims Assistance Mininstry for clarification of the expectations of the Administrator's position 
in the monitoring program. 

C. Matter of PFR-13 John Calicott - The Board reviewed Fr. Calicott's protocol. The Administrator 
informed the Board that a meeting with Fr. Calicott and Cardinal George is scheduled for 
September 1998. 

D. 

E. Search Committee to replace PFRA - The Board discussed membership for the search committee 
The committee will meet to review the PFRA job description. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for September 19, 1998 at 10:00 am. 
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Memo to the File 
From: D. Coughlin 
Re: John Calicott 
Date: Sept. 3, 1998 

Met with John and the Cardinal this morning at the Cardinal's 
House. 

The cardinal and I were both surprised that John had no information 
regarding the changes in his protocol or any information regarding 
llllilllllllllllll. The Cardinal presumed that this information would 
have been given him before this meeting. 'l'hat way this meeting 
would have been more in the nature of "bringing about some 
closeure". 

the two new elments or changes in 
- which seemed OK with John. 

2 

After John's reaction to 
protocol) item, the Cardinal 
deleted from the proposal. 
determined in the future by 
PFRBd. 

wanted the firs 
Thus leaving to be 

in consultation with the 

After pointing out that now Mary Yunger' s regular process of 
evaluation would go into action, I left the room so that John and 
the Cardddinal could talk in private. 

*** 
Later I called PFRBd Adim office to register the change in the 
protocol and the desire to set up a meeting in which BC and I would 
sit with John and the three of us would sign the protocol. 

*** 
I also called Mary Yunger and told her that the Review/evaluation 
process should now move forward in regular manner. 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

Memorandum 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

To: Rev. Jeremiah Boland, Executive Secretary 
Priests' Placement Board 

From: Mary Yunger, Director ~ 
Office of Ministerial Evah.iatilSn 

Date: September 11, 1998 

RE: First Term Pastor Review: Rev. John Calicott 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Father Coughlin has informed me that we may begin a pastor review process for 
Father John Calicott. 

r/ 
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.· 

ON: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

MEMO 

To: Bernadette Connolly 
( -· 

From: Dan Coughliry~( 

Re: Meeting with Cardinal 

Date: September 12, 1998 

On September J, 1998, Cardinal George met with Father John Calicott 
and myself at his residence. When John entered the house for the 
meeting I was pleased that he came without his lawyer. I also noted 
that he did not have any papers with him. 

When the Cardinal arrived and began the meeting he was surprised 
that John had not received the revised, proposed protocol iri the 
mail. I frankly was a bit confused on this point. But I pushed on, 
pointing out there were only three revisionary aspects in the 
protocol. I expressed the hope that these could be discussed and a 
final draft could be agreed upon. 

The Cardinal gave a copy of the revised protocol to John. There was 
some discussion about ; but this point 
(2.) seemed quite acceptable to John. 

Regarding points 3. and 4. John .immediately said the time 
commitments would impinge on his ministry in the parish. The 
Cardinal listened. When I explained that the time commitment of 

would be determined by 
this fall, John agreed to point 4. 

Further discussion on the disa and the 
possibility of resulted in some 
rewording proposed by the Cardinal. When the Cardinal suggested 
that the first two sentences of point 3. be eliminated, John 
agreed. 

As a result of the discussion I would hope that you would revise 
the protocol as the Cardinal suggests. Then I look forward to 
meeting with you and John so that we can go over the protocol 
together and sign. Please let me know when such a meeting is 
arranged. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

The Cardinal noted that he did not need to sign the protocol. He 
also observed that he did not think the protocol had to return to 
the Professional Fitness Review Board before you, John and I sign 
the protocol with the slight revision he proposed. 

I would suggest that John receive a copy of the revised protocol 
before we meet. At the forthcoming meeting we are to have with 
John, be prepared to outline for him the arrangements in contacting 
and 

Bernadette, also know that I have already contacted Mary Yunger, 
Director of the Office of Ministerial Evaluation. She will now 
proceed with the regular process of ministerial review of John as 
pastor. This process of consultation with staff and parishioners 
will result in a recommendation made by the Episcopal Vicar to the 
Placement Board and the Cardinal. 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

September 14, 1998 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

Father Coughlin has informed me that it is now time to initiate your first term 
pastor review process. 

The goals of this process are: 1) to provide support by recognizing talent, naming 
gifts, offering constructive feedback, and suggesting new ways to approach situations, 
and 2) to provide some of the input upon which a decision regarding renewal or a future 
assignment may be based. 

The first step of the process is for the dean to select a review coordinator to 
manage and take responsibility for the review process. I have written Father Martin, the 
dean, to request that he make his selection within the next three weeks. When we 
receive the form indicating his selection I will write you again, to ask that you select 
another priest who will assist in the review process. At this time you will be asked to 
affirm the priest who has been selected as review coordinator. 

With this letter I am enclosing background article on the review process; an 
outline of the steps of the review process and a copy of the review feedback form which 
will be given to all parish staff and leadership and to several other representatives whom 
you will designate. 

If you have questions regarding the process I encourage you to call. It is my hope 
that the process will benefit you in your pastoral ministry. 

Sincerely, 

~ft~-
Mary Yunger, Director 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

MY/jw 

Encls: (3) 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

September 14, 1998 

Reverend James Martin 
Dean 

MCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

St. Benedict the African Parish 
6012 S. Laflin 
Chicago, IL 6063 6 

Dear Father Martin, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

It is time to initiate the first term pastor review process for Father John W. Calicott 

As you know, the first step of the process is for the dean to select a review coordinator who will 
coordinate and take responsibility for the review process. As you select a review coordinator will you 
please ascertain his willingness to serve in this role? It's very important for the review coordinator to follow 
through with the process in a timely fashion and in a way that would provide helpful feedback for the 
pastor and the Priests' Placement Board. The target date for completing the evaluation report is March 15, 
1999. A brief outline of the role of review coordinator is enclosed for your reference. 

At this writing, I will inform Father Calicott that it is time to initiate his review process. After 
receiving your selection of the review coordinator, I will then write and request Father Calicott's selection 
of a priest to assist the coordinator with the review process. He will also be asked to affirm your selection 
of the review coordinator. 

After the coordinator and team member have been named, I will distribute the materials and 
provide in-service if they are not familiar with the process. As the process unfolds I will be available to 
assist them in their roles. 

Please mail the review coordinator's name back to my office within the next couple of weeks. 

MY/jw 

Encs: Response Form/Return Envelope 
Review Coordinator Duties 

Sincerely, 

~~u~~ 
Mary YungWDtrelitor 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
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September 14, 1998 

Rev. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

REVIEW COORDINATOR 

PARISH 

SIGN A TIJRE: Rev. James Martin, Dean 

Please return within the next three weeks to: 

Mary Yunger, Director 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PO Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

DATE 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

September 25, 1998 

Reverend John W. Calicott 
Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

We have received a response from Father Martin, your dean, indicating his selection of the coordinator 
for your first term review. You may affirm this selection or indicate any concern you might have on the enclosed 
form. 

At this time you are asked to select a priest to work with Father Donald Ehr, S.V.D., Review Team 
Coordinator, in conducting the review. You may indicate your selection on the enclosed form. It is helpful if you 
have ascertained his willingness to assist with your review. His responsibilities would include: 

• in-service if he is unfamiliar with the process 
• reviewing the feedback and formulating the content 

of the review summary report with the review coordinator 
• and presenting the summary report to you with the review coordinator 

When the process begins, about 25-30 persons, including your staff and twelve to fifteen lay leaders and 
representative parishioners whom you designate will be asked to complete review feedback forms. The review 
coordinator will contact you after he receives the materials to set a date to meet with this group. He will review 
the process and distribute the feedback forms at that time. 

If all goes well the process takes about three to four months. It should be concluded in sufficient time 
for the Placement Board's renewal procedure. To facilitate a timely completion, please return the green form 
within the next three weeks. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
Sincerely, 

Mary Yunger, Director 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

MY/jw 

Encs: Return Response/Return Envelope 

Cc: Reverend James Martin, Dean 
Reverend Donald Ehr, S.V.D., Review Team Coordinator 
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'.!5-Sep-98 

PASTOR RETURN RESPONSE 

Fr. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

10/27/91 
Term End 

Please select the name of one priest whom you would like to serve on your 
review team. 

ALTERNATE 

The review coordinator selected by your dean/or vicar is Father Donald Ehr, 
S. V. D.. If for some reason you would prefer someone other than the above on 
your team, please notify me. 

Signature 

PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE WEEKS TO: 

MARY YUNGER, DIRECTOR 
OFFICE OF MINISTERIAL EVALUATION 
PO BOX 1979 
CHICAGO IL 60690-1979 

Date 
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MESSAGE CONFIRMATION 

~~O. MODE 
709 TX 

BOX GROUP D. ID 
c---i--c ._1.::::.b._1 

09/25/98 10:49 

ID=RRCHDIOCESE OF CHICRGO 

rD_R_T_E_/T~H_1E~--r-T_I_t·_1E~-t--D_I_S_T_R_N_T_S_T_R_T_I_O_N~ID~-+-P_RG_E_S~-+-R_ES_U_L_T~-t-ER_R_O_R~P_R_GE_S~~~~~-~~~L§.coDEj 
09/25 10: 49 00' 40 " 7739251010 002/002 OK [ 0000 ] 

Office uf Mini!it~rial Evalu011io11 
!'hClne: {312) 751 ·5265 

Post Office Sox 1979 
Chimgo, lllinob 6C690·19?9 

Fa)I,: (312) 751-5281 

CONFIDENTIAL 

·---------

FAXED TO: Rev. James Martin 
St. Benedict the African 

FAX #: 773-925-1010 
NO. PAGES (2) 

FROM: Office of Ministerial Evaluation/Jackie 

DATE: Sept. 25, 1998 

As previously discussed, please eign the attached form and fax to the 
-number listed above, Thank you. 
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7739251010 

09/28/1998 08:15 7739251010 ST BENEDICT AFRICAN 

ARCHDlOCESE OF C~ICAGO _. 7'739251010 

September 14, 1998 

Jlc,r. Jolan W. Ctlicott, Putor 

~everend Donald J. lhr S.V.D. 
uvnw cOOJU>INA. roa 

Saint lliz•••th Church 
.50 E. 4ht St. 

Chicago '~ S 3 
PAIUIH 

Ptea1t retun within the next three weelu to: 

Mary Yunpr, Director 
Oflke of Miaasterial Evaluation 
ARCBDIOCESI OF CllJCAGO 
PO Bo• 15''9 
Chlcaeo. IL ,O,to-I '79 

PAGE 01 
N0.'709 P002/002 
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MEM0.13 
PFR-13, John Calicott Memo to File 
Re: Meeting with Dan Coughlin & John Calicott, 9/30/98 

Today we met with John Calicott to discuss his protocol. I reviewed each protocol 
restriction with JC. Specific changes in his protocol are #s 2 & 3. John will -

Also, John will 
no longer Professional Fitness Review Administrator was confused 
about this point, but later was clear after speaking with Frs. Thomas Paprocki and Dan 
Coughlin. In January, 1999, the PFRA will meet with -and John to review the 

encourage the 
attend a Board meeting to review this matter matters -
preferably at the January Board meeting. JC was interested in doing a meeting with the 
Board. 

~~~ } \~tl~\···''}i ··:·.: . J \~-" 
~~;i..J\ ..... .J ·•... ... ,~ ....... ------ .. 
- ._.,,...,..a>''""'~• 
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INDIVIDUAL AND SPECIFIC PROTOCOL, REVISED 
for 

REVEREND JOHN CALICOTT 

Prol.13 (Pg 3) 

1. Father Calicott agrees never to be in the presence of a minor without another responsible adult 
present. 

2. Father Calicott agrees to once a week. 

3. within three months to 
determine 

4. Father Calicott agrees to -5. Father Calicott agrees to at least once each month. 

6. Father Calicott agrees to maintain a daily log book outlining his activities for the day. This log book 
must be accessible to the on-site monitor and turned in to the Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator weekly. 

7. Father Calicott agrees to be accompanied on vacations outside of his residence, or on any extended 
absence (i.e. overnight or longer), by an adult companion approved by the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator. 

8. Father Calicott agrees immediately to inform the Professional Fitness Review Administrator of any 
violations of this Revised Individual and Specific Protocol. 

9. Father Calicott understands and agrees that any modification or amendment to this l'1·otocol must 
he submitted in writing to the Archbishop. After receiving permission from the Archbishop, Fr. 
Calicott will petition his request to the Professional Fitness Review Iloard for changes or modifications 
to this Protocol. The PFRB will make formal recommendations to the Archbishop regarding any 
changes or modifications to this Protocol. The Professional Fitness Review Administrator will inform 
Fr. Calicott of the Archbishop's decisions regarding his requests for changes to this Protocol. 

The undersigned have read and agree to the foregoing. 

Dale 

ccsan Professional Fitness Review 

AOC 010927 



ARCHDIOCESE OF cmcAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, October 17, 1998 
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

98Minuts.Oct 

Other.; Present: 
Rev. Thom~ J. Paprocki Bernadette Connolly 

I. Approval of Minutes 

II. 

A. The Review Board formally approved the August 22, 1998 and the September 19, 1998 
Minutes with one correction noted. 

B. Matter of PFR-13. John Calicott 
The Prof~onal Fitness Review Aclminmrator reported that John Calicott did sign bis 

n>tocol. Also, John Calicott will discontinue until 

C. Search Committee Report 
The Search Committee provided four (4) possible candidat~ for the replacement of the 
Prof~onal Fitness Review Administrator. 

D. Interviews 
Interviews of the four (4) candidates were held at this meeting. The Board will recommend 
a candidate(s) to Cardinal Grorge. 

Our next regularly-scheduled meeting is Saturday, November 21, 1998. As a reminder, on December 19, 1998 
Cardinal Grorge will meet with the Review Board. A luncheon will foDow. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

OH: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

October 28, 1998 

Rev. John W. Calicott 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, lllinois 60653 

Dear John: 

On October 261
1t I saw Bernadette Connolly. She told me that you are on vacation and 

that you will return November 5ll•. 

After you get back please give me a phone call so we could get together. I would like to 
go over some aspects of the six year review with you. 

I hope you are having a great time with wonderful weather and good friends and family. 

sincer 7"" in Christ. 

'iJ~. 
Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin 
Vicar for Priests 

tm 

AOC 010929 



. 5L .\_[J . . . ... 
' .. - .• .. 

·~ --
/ 

A~C 010930 



January 8, 1999 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

FILE 

KATHLEEN LEGGDAS-1)_ 

PFR-13 

I received a call today from 

-called regarding JC's request that they both meet with the Professional Fitness 
Review Board to discuss 

At the meeting on November 28, 1998, attended by Bernadette Connolly, Fr. Dan Coughlin 
(Vicar for Priests) and myself, John Calicott was asked to send me a letter requesting that 
he and be placed on the agenda for the January 16, 1999 Professional Fitness 
Review Board meeting. 

As of today, no letter has been received from Fr. Calicott. The conversation with -
-was to clarify function of the Board. I told him we were waiting for Fr. Calicott's 
written request. 
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January 11, 1999 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

FILE 

KATHLEEN LEGGDAS11 

PFR-13 

............... 

I spoke with Fr. John Calicott today regarding his request to meet with the Professional 
Fitness Review Board and . Fr. Calicott is meeting with .. 
-today. 

I reminded Fr. Calicott that I am waiting for his letter requesting to meet with the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator and stating the specific reasons why he is 
requesting to meet with the Board members personally. 

He assured me that the letter would be sent to me sometime next week so that he and • 
- can be scheduled for the February 20, 1999 RB meeting. 
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I. 

REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, January 16, 1999 

Office of Prof~ooal Fitness Review 

Approval of Minutes 

A. November 21, 1998 

B. December 19, 1998 

Il. Review Board Matters 

A. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

B. 

m. Other Matters 

A. Office Coverage 

Our next regularly-schedaled meeting is Febnuuy 20, 1999 

99.Ageuda.Jan 
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Others Present: 

AKCHDI~ OF CHICAGO 
PRO~ONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, January 16, 1999 
10:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

Off"ice of Profesnonal Fitness Review 

Rev. 1bomas Paprocki Kathleen Leggdas 

I. Approval of Minutes given for: 

A. November 21, 1998 
B. December 19, 1998 

D. Review Board Matters 

A. John Calicott, PFR-13 

B. 

c. 

Discussion of John CalicoU's request to meet with Professional Fitness Review 
Board. Administrator spoke with JC and to clarify is.mfs 
to be disa&ed with Board. Next steps: JC to write letter to PFR Board stating 
intent and ismes to be ad~ to Board. • to nn•..,.,,... 

(Tentatively scheduled for Board agenda for 2/20/99. 
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m. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

99Miouts..Jao 
Page Two 

B. PFRA job n:spomibility extended to include aDegatiom of sexual misconduct with 
minors and/or adults for lay employees or the Archdiocese. 

Nat regularly-scheduled meeting is February 20, 1999. 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

February 3, 1999 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Reverend Donald Ehr, S.V.D. 
Review Team Coordinator 
St. Elizabeth Parish 
50 E. 41 St. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Ehr, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Since you are already familiar with the first term pastor review process, I am sending you the materials for 
Father Calicott's review. I am sending Father James Martin, the other team member, a copy of the process 
to review as well. Please contact him when you are ready to initiate the process. We anticipate that the 
process will take about 4 months, so the target date for completion is June 5, 1999. 

As you know, the first step in the process is for you to call Father Calicott in order to schedule a time to 
meet with the parishioners and staff members who will complete review feedback (appraisal) forms. At that 
meeting, you will explain the review process and disseminate the forms (TM duties# 2 & 3). 

An important part of this parish meeting is to emphasize who receives the information and what is done 
with it. Succinctly, the raw data is given to you and the priest working with you. The two of you review 
that data and then summarize it in a report. The report is shared with the Pastor, Vicar, Dean, and the 
Priests' Placement Board. Completed review feedback forms are only shared with the pastor if the 
individual has given permission. The Placement Board, Vicar, and Dean use the information that is 
garnered in making their recommendation to Cardinal George regarding a second term. It should be 
emphasized that the information participants have given is important, but at the same time it is not the sole 
determining factor regarding the pastor's continuance, etc. In other words, each of these agencies and 
individuals has had other experiences with the pastor. 

It is also important to establish a deadline with those who are completing the forms. I suggest that you give 
them about 2 weeks to complete the forms. As you can tell by the return envelopes, the completed forms are 
returned to my office. The purpose of this is to keep a check on the progress of the evaluation process. The 
forms will then be forwarded to you in an ongoing basis. 

Another dimension was added to the process in 1996. The review feedback form has been modified for use 
as a self-review form. A copy of the form is included in Father Calicott's packet (the blue folder). Please 
ask him to complete the self-review and return it to you. Also, please consider his responses as you review 
the returns by noting his responses in the second column on the tabulation form (pp. 16-21). 
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The review process is an important way of serving the Church and your colleagues in pastoral ministry. 
The overall purpose of the evaluation process is to be supportive and helpful. Through the process pastors 
receive a sense of what they have accomplished as well as feedback on ways in which they might improve 
their ministry. 

Again, thank you for your willingness to serve in this process. If you have additional questions after you 
have reviewed the materials, please feel free to call. 

MY/jw 

Enc. 30 Review Feedback Forms/Envelopes 
1 Pastor Information Packet 
1 Coordinator Information Packet 

cc: Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor 

Sincerely, 

Mary Yunger, Di;.::ctor 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO «: ((» [p lf 
& Post Office Box 1979 Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

~~ Chk,go, mm.,;.;"°"" i m 

February 3, 1999 

Reverend James Martin 
St. Benedict the African (West) 
6012 S. Laflin 
Chicago, IL 60636 

Dear Father Martin, 

I am sending you the team member's information packet for Father John W. 
Calicott's first term pastor review. The feedback forms and pastor packet were sent to the 
team coordinator, Father Donald Ehr, S.V.D., at the time of this mailing as well. He will 
contact you prior to initiating the process. 

Thank you for your willingness to serve in this process. If you have questions after 
reviewing the materials, please feel free to call. 

Sincerely, 

}IL~ &~<r-
Mary Yunger, Director 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

1-IY/jw 

Enc: 

Cc: Reverend Donald Ehr, S.V.D., Review Team Coordinator 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

February 3, 1999 

Reverend John Calicott 
Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

ARCHDIOCESE.' GllCAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Since both of the members of your review team have had experience with the review process, the 
materials and information packets have been sent by mail to Father Ehr and Father Martin. 

I believe that Father Ehr, Review Team Coordinator, will be contacting you in the near future to 
arrange a meeting with the staff and parishioners who will be completing the review feedback forms. He 
will ask you for a list of the staff and parish leaders, as well as others, whom you are asking to complete 
the forms. 

Father Ehr will review the pastor's packet of information with you. Included in the packet is a blue 
self-assessment form, which you are encouraged to complete and return to him. 

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have questions as the process unfolds. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

~r 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

MY/jw 

cc: Reverend Donald Ehr, SYD, Review Team Coordinator 
Reverend James Martin, Dean/Team Member 
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MESSAGE CONFIRMATION 
02/03/99 15:46 
ID=ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

NO. MODE BOX GROUP D.ID 
163 TX 5265 

DATE/TIME TIME DISTANT STATION ID PAGES RESULT ERROR PAGES 
02/03 15:46 00'44" 7736248393 

Fax 
Toi Rev. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

FaXJ (773) 624-8393 

Phon.a (773) 624-5375 

002/002 OK 

Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Pastoral Center 
155 E .. Superior Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60611 
(312) 751-5265 

From1 Mary Yunger, Director 

Datr. Febl'Uary 3, 1999 

FAX: (312) 751-5281 

Father Jim Martin has Informed me that he has agreed to serve es the team member for your first term 
pastor review process. As a matter of record, please sign and return the attached written confirmation 
and we will proc.eed wllh the process. 

Thank you! 

S.CODE 
0000 
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02/03/99 :5:46 ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO~ 7736248393 N0.163 P002/002 

3-Pob-99 

PASTOR RETURN RESPONSE 

Fr. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

10/27191 
Term Ead 

Father Donald Ehr, SVD, was selected by your dean to serve as the Review Team Coordinator for 
your first term pastor review process. If for some reason you would prefer someone other than the 
person named, please notify me. 

I confirm that I have selected Rev. James Martin of St. Benedict the African parish to 
serve as the team member for my first term pastor review process. 

.PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE WEEKS TO: 

MARV YUNGER. DIRECTOR 
OFFICE OF MlNISTERIAL EV ALVA TION 
PO BOX 1979 
CHIC.\CO IL '0690-1979 
Fax: (312) 751·5281 

1 ~1a1·e4 Ifft 
Pak 
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1f0£<Y Jl!N<]P.£S 

'l(atMeen Le99aas 
<Professiona( 'Fitness 'l{eview <Boar/ 
.Jlrcliaiocese of Cliicago 
676 !Nortfi St. Cfair 
Suite 1910 
Cliicago, I(finois 60611 

<Dear 'l(ptfileen, 

CJJ.T.l{O£IC CJ{V<BJY{ 
<J(rvenma <fattier C}W6ert. 'M.iller, Co4'astor 
<R.;verena<fatlier Jolin W. Caficott, <Pastetr 

<[e{epfwne: 773.624.5375 <fa.JG 773.624.8393 

Pe6ruary 11, 1999 

<;race atuf peace in our Lora atuf Savior Jesus Clirist. 

'l(atfifeen, pkase consid'er tliis a Jonna{ request for atuf me to meet witli tlie 
mem6ers of tlie <Professiona( 'Fitness CJ{eview <Board at tlieir ne.~ regufarfy sclieaufea meeting. 

If you fee£ tfiat tliere are some specific issues wfticli you fee£ -atuf I sfiouU alaress, 
lo not liesitate to contact me. 

1fopitl{J tfiat tliitlfJS continue to 90 weff witli you and witfi cordia{ 6est wislies, I am, 

607 <£. Oafisvooa <Boufevara Cliicano, Iffmois 6065 3 
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Office of the Chancellor 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

MEMORANDUM 

File 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor ~ 
February 20, 1999 

Rev. John Calicott- Review Board Meeting 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Father John Calicott and came to meet today with 
the Review Board. Father Calicott asks that be dropped from his protocol 
and that other aspects of the protocol be modified, e.g. monitoring. 

The Board deferred making a recolnmendation pending receipt of a written report 
from-. 
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t 

Others Present 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD 

Meeting, Saturday, February 20, 1999 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

MINUTES 

99min.feb 

Rev. Thomas Paprocki 
Rev. John Calicott 

Kathleen Leggdas Ralph Bonaccorsi, V AM 

I. Approval of Minutes given for: 
January 16, 1999 
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E. 

F. 

G. 
came to meet with the Review Board . 

••••• be dropped from his protocol and that other 
aspects of the protocol be modified, eg., monitoring. JC is currently 

The Board 
def erred making a recommendation pending receipt of a written report from •• 

III. Discussion with Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Ralph described services provided to survivors and families of sexual 
misconduct. His approach is to serve as and provide resources to individuals, 
families, and parish groups effected by an incident. He said that 
approximately 30% of his cases include family members. 

He and his staff make every effort to be present when an incident is reported. 
This role is that of non-judgmental support . A representative of V AM 
is usually present when a new allegation is taken by the PFRA. 

IV. Other Business 
A. Discussion focused on PFR files as reviewed by - and Kathleen 

Leggdas. Suggestions included the following: 
* A running log of all client contacts with PFRA 
* A bi-annual review of files with a report to the Board regarding contacts, 

status, etc. 
B. Monitoring Program also discussed. Monitoring Committee will be reconvened 

by PFRA in March of 1999. 
C. Discussion of "Report on the Continued Diligence of the Seminary System" was 

deferred to March 20, 1999, at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
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MEMO TO FILE: 
FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 

PFR-13 
Kathleen Leggdas 
John Calicott 
February 23, 1999 

Summary of discussion from Professional Fitness Review Board, February 20, 1999. 

Father John Calicott and came to meet with the Review Board 
today. Father Calicott asks that be dropped from his protocol and that 
other aspects of the protocol be modified, e.g. monitoring. 

The Board def erred making a recommendation pending receipt of 

,. 
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25-Sep-98 

PASTOR RETURN RESPONSE 

Fr. John W. Calicott, Pastor 

10/27/91 
Term End 

Please select the name of one priest whom you would like to serve on your 
review team. 

The review coordinator selected by your dean/or vicar is Father Donald Ehr, 
S.V.D .. If for some reason you would prefer someone other than the above on 
your team, please notify me. 

PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE WEEKS TO: 

MARY YUNGER, DIRECTOR 
OFFICE OF MINISTERIAL EVALUATION 
PO BOX 1979 
CHICAGO IL 60690-1979 
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Review Board Meeting 
Saturday, March 20, 1999 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes 
February 20, 1999 

II. Review Board Matters 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. Matter of PFR-13, John Calicott 

III. Other Matters 

A. Archiving files, retention schedule 

B. Meiliiiilllii· Legal Services and PFR 

C. Adult/Lay cases 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is April 17, 1999 
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Office or Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. SI. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Members Present: 

Other's Present: 

Rev. T. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Kathleen Leggdas, PFRA 

I. Approval of Minutes: 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
Professional Fitness Review Board 

Meeting, Saturday, March 20, 1999 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

February 20, 1999 Minutes approved with one correction in 
spelling for-

II. Review Board Matters: 

A. 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

fax (312) 751-5279 

Corrections to the Minutes 
of March 20, 1999 

AOC 010949 



B. 

c. 

D. 

-2-
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E. 

F. John Calicott, PFR-13 

Written report not yet received from No further protocol 
recommended changes to be made until Professional Fitness Review Board receives 
the report. 

III. Other Matters: 

A. 

B. 

c. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is on Saturday, April 17, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. 

-3-
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ARCHDIOCES' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 19ast IStt~eriar 
Saile 564 
~hiza8"• u fOall 

676 N. St. Clair 
Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

March 26, 1999 

Reverend Robert Miller 
Holy Angels Rectory 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Miller, 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

My name is Kathleen Leggdas (my card is enclosed) . I have 
replaced Bernadette Connolly as Administrator of the 
Professional Review Office. 

As in most cases, changes result in yet more changes. Effective 
immediately, I would like you to begin usin9 the enclosed 
"Monthly Monitor Report" in place of the one you have been 
using. Continue to send them to our office and to my attention. 

If you have questions please contact me. Thank you in advance 
for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

X,e;:e,_,.< .L 00,,d~ 
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Admin. 

KL/lnp 

Enclosure: 

cc: Rev. John Calicott, Pastor Holy Angels 
Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOG' Q-llCAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oticago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Reverend John Calicott 
Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 East Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Calicott, 

May 17, 1999 

Since coming to Chicago it has been my hope to spend more time becoming better 
acquainted with the priests of our local Church. During the past year I have scheduled a 
number of gatherings of ten to twelve priests each to make this hope a reality. 

With this in mind I wish to invite you to the Residence on Sunday evening June 6, 
1999 from 7:30 p.m. to around 9:00 p.m. My intention is just to have an informal 
gathering of some priests for conversation, without any set agenda. 

Please RSVP Sister Ann McCahill in my office (312-751-8230) as to your 
availability. I hope you can join us for this evening. 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

Post Offin~ I.lox 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

June 4, 1999 

Reverend John Calicott 
Holy Angels Church 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60653 

Dear John: 

Congratulations on celebrating the Silver Jubilee of your Ordination to 
the Priesthood. It is a great tribute to you and a joy for the entire Church to be 
able to celebrate twenty-five years of dedicated priestly ministry. 

Over the past twenty-five years, you have touched many people 
wherever you have served. I am sure that the people in these places are 
deeply grateful for the many ways that you have been a true representative of 
Christ in your priestly ministry over the years. 

John, on behalf of the Archdiocese, I thank you for your priestly 
ministry. I pray that God will bless you with many more years of happiness 
and fulfillment as a priest. 

With cordial best wishes, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 
____.. 
/e-µ,, 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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FOR."\{ . .\ 

Pastor: Rev. John Calicott Date : _ __:A..:::U::.:QU~S:..::t'-"'1~0'...>.-~1""'9""'9...,.q _____ _ 

Parish: 
Holy Angels Episcopal Vicar: Joseph Perry 

Address: 607 E. Oakwood Blvd Dean:_~J~a=m=e=s~M~ar~t=i=n'---------

Evaluation Team: 1. Rev. Donald J. Ehr 

2. Rev. James Martin 

The appraisal forms were filled out by the following: 

Staff Member\Position Parish Leader or Parishioner\Posilion 

Rev. Robert Miller, Associate Pastor ..._, Schoolboard chair 

Deacon Jasper Roy 

Sister Marj ta ~ller, OSf DRE 

lay minister 
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MESSAGE CONFIRMATION 
08/19/99 16:02 

ID=ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

HO. MODE BO>< GROUP D. ID 
112 TX 5255 

DATE/TIME TIME D!SrnHT srnTIOH ID PAGES RESULT ERROR PAGES 
0'.3/19 15: 02 00' 21" 3125424933 001/001 OK 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Mlnlsterlal Evaluation 

P.O. Sox 1979 
Chicago, IL. 60690 

Phone: (312) 751·5285 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

FAX MEMORANDUM 

Rev. Dan Coughlin 

Mary Yunger 

August19,1999 

Status of Fr. Calicott'& Review 

FAX # 642-4933 

TOTAL. PAGES: 2 

Father Ehr, coordinator for Fr. Calicott's review is on vacation until Aug. 30. I'll 
call him when he returns. 

S.CODE 
0000 
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Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

ARCHDIOC' CHICJ\GO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

TO: OFFICE OF MINISTERIAL EVALUATION 

THE PASTOR REVIEW FOR fu .µ Cktt IS COMPLETE. 

/'SIGNA 

IT WAS SHARED WITH TIIE PASTOR ON -do~ t;, L 9 9 '! 

IT WAS SENT TO: 

EPISCOPAL VICAR ON 

PLACEMENT BOARD ON 

DEAN ON 

/~J',l'f?? 
~~lf'lf 
>~ivi (J./9Y9 

DATE 

DATE 

9. 8. pc; 
DATE 
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St. Elizabeth Catholic Church 
Serving the Grand Boulevard Community Since 1885 

50 East 41st Street Chicago, IL 60653 773-268-1518 

September 8, 1999 

Mary Yunger 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
P.O. Boxox 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Mary, 

Enclosed you will find a signed copy of the six year evaluation report for Father John 
Calicott. 

I'm sorry that it took so long to complete this task. 

If there is anything I have omitted doing, please contact me, or if there are other forms to 
complete, please let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 

£µta_d{)t£ J. )/4J f 

Rev. Donald J. Ehr, SYD 

cc: Bishop Joseph Perry 
Rev. Jeremiah Boland 
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Rev. John Calicott 
Pastor, Holy Angels Church 

Six Year Evaluation 

Part I - Statistical Data 

All in all fifteen people completed and returned their review forms. They were 
···-·pretty· evenly spread-between -parish organization leaders ( 5), members of parish 

organizations (8), staff members ( 4), and parishioners (5). Obviously, many of 
the respondents saw themselves in more than one category. 

Thirteen said that they have known Fr. John over four years. 

Two forms came in too late to be included in the final tabulations. However, a 
perusal of these two forms does not cast any new light on Fr. John's ministry. 

Part II - Summary Report 
1) overview 

Every respondent was highly enthusiastic about Fr. John as their pastor, 
and saw him very positively as teacher, preacher, administrator and guide. 
One called him a "consummate shepherd", another "the best pastor I have ever 
known". 

The data did not reveal any pastoral or personal limitations. The general 
perception was that his health is good. 

2) Areas of strength - growth: 

As a teacher: He is seen as an enthusiastic supporter of education and young 
people, esp. young black men. He collaborates well with the school and school 
board. An area of growth suggested: teenage monthly meetings with parents 
invited periodically. 

As Spiritual Guide: He is especially liked for his impressive and stimulating 
homilies, which are down-to-earth and filled with real life situations. He makes 
people feel comfortable, yet stimulated and involved. People feel his genuine 
concern for them. 

As Community Leader and Counselor: Fr. Calicott is seen as very supportive 
of the parish's outreach ministries and is praised as an active leader in community 
issues. Need for improvement was noted with regard to inactive members and 
new families in the parish. 
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As Organizational Leader: He is clearly seen as one who gets the parish job 
done, but not at the expense of people. The only area where improvement was 
suggested: building maintenance. 

B. Review Feedback - Parish 

Holy Angel's strengths are many. Its large school and strong parish life make it 
one of the most prominent Black Catholic churches in the U.S. Fr. John has 
brought great Gospel music, strong preaching and a sense of unity and community 

.. .which.should make-it-even.better, 

Holy Angels has also become very involved in the community through its 
neighborhood development corporation (in partnership with Blackwell Memorial 
AME and St. Elizabeth) to build new homes in the Greater Grand Boulevard area. 

The current modernization of the rectory and proposed repairs to the church will 
also make it easier for the pastor and people in the future. 

Holy Angels' weaknesses are those common to all Black Catholic churches: 
struggling with enough monies to accomplish its goals, and membership growth. 
Some reported that older organization leadership has not always responded to 
Father John, but he has skillfully tried to work with them toward his vision. 

C. Overall Themes 

It is clear from these responses_ and their data that Fr. John has captured the hearts 
of his people at Holy Angels. They all support him enthusiastically and totally, 
and see iQ- him an ideal pastor who teaches well and clearly, preaches with power 
and genuinely cares about each and every one. 

This has had a major impact on the self-image of the parish. While there is still 
work to be done in consolidating all the parish interests and organizations, there is 
genuine contentment and satisfaction in the parish. Holy Angels parishioners and 
leadership have great pride in who they are. 

D. Special Concerns 

With the modernization of the rectory and the repairs to the church 
underway, there does not seem to be any great need or concern that requires 
special Archdiocesan action. 
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E. Conclusion 

Given the data and the tenor of the responses we recommend Father John Calicott 
for a second term at Holy Angels. 

September 8, l 999 

September 8, l 999 

September 8, l 999 

AOC 010961 



Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

September 10, 1999 

Reverend Donald Ehr S.V.D. 
Review Team Coordinator 
St. Elizabeth Parish 
50 E. 41 St. 
Chicago, IL 60653 

Dear Father Ehr, 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

I recently received the return form indicating Father John Calicott's first term pastor review is 
complete, and that copies of the summary report were sent to the vicar and dean. I have also been 
informed that the Priests' Placement Board received their copy of the report as well. Thank you so much 
for the time, thought, and care which you gave to the process. I'm sure the task was not easy given your 
other responsibilities and commitments. I appreciate your investment in the process 

I hope that the review of ministry was a beneficial experience for you and for Father Calicott. 

Continued blessings in your ministry. 

With appreciation, 

Mary Yunger, Director 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

MY/jw 

AOC 010962 



Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Phone: (312) 751-5265 
Fax: (312) 751-5281 

September 10, 1999 

Reverend James Martin 
Review Team Member 
St. Benedict the African 
6012 S. Laflin 
Chicago, IL 60636 

Dear Father Martin, 

ARCHDIOG' CHICAGO 
COPV 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

I recently received the return form indicating Father Calicott's first term pastor review is 
complete, and that copies of the summary report were sent to the vicar and dean. I've also been informed 
that the Priests' Placement Board received their copy of the summary report as well. Thank you so much 
for your time, thought, and the care that you gave to the process. I appreciate your investment in the 
process. 

Continued blessings in your ministry. 

With appreciation, 

~[ 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 

MY/jw 

d~f.,, }-' ~ r ·~ <f""~ ~ ,<-.J 

~ M~~-

AOC 010963 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Diocesan Priests' Personnel 
Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland/Executive Sec. 
312-751-5270 

Dear John, 

September 13, 1999 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

FAX 312-751-5281 

On October 27, 1997 you completed your first term as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. 
The members of the Placement Board hope you found the years both 
challengin_g and rewarding. 

Now that your evaluation is completed, the Board can conclude this process. If 
you choose to apply for a second term as pastor, we ask you to write to the 
Placement Board with your formal request. After we receive your written request, 
your Vicar and Dean will be consulted, and upon receipt of their letters the Board 
will make a formal recommendation to the Cardinal. 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions concerning 
this process, please do not hesitate to call me at (312) 751-5270. 

JMB/ljb 

Reverend John W. Calicott, Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E Oakwood Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60653 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

Office of Diocesan Priests' Personnel '" ,, 
Rev. Jeremiah M. Boland/Exerutive Sec. '<,, / 
312-751-5270 '', ,' 

September 16, 1999 

Dear John, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

FAX 312-751-5281 

On October 27, 1997 you completed your first term as pastor of Holy Angels Parish. 
The members of the Placement Board hope you found the years both 
challenging and rewarding. 

Now that your evaluation is completed, the Board can conclude this process. If 
you choose to apply for a second term as pastor, we ask you to write to the 
Placement Board with your formal request. After we receive your written request, 
your Vicar and Dean will be consulted, and upon receipt of their letters the Board 
will make a formal recommendation to the Cardinal. 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions concerning 
this process, please do not hesitate to call me at (312) 7 51-5270. 

M. Boland 

acement Board 

JMB/ljb 

Reverend John Calicott, Pastor 
Holy Angels Parish 
607 E. Oakwood Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60653 
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