
Book II The.People of God Part I Church ~ersoMel 

§1104.8.1. Questions for Review 

1104.8.1. Policy At the meeting, the Board shall detennine: (1) whether theil 
Administratots original detennination and recommendation about withdrawal of the cleric ll 
from his ministerial assigrunent adequately provides for the safety of children; (2) whether the!! 
other prelimirwy actions taken by the Administrator were appropriate; and (3) what further ii 
action should be taken with respect to the allegation. 11 

Procedure 
The Board shall consider the Aclministratots report, information provided by the Archbishop's 
delegate or other persons identified by the Archbishop, and any other information which the 
Board believes helpful and is able to obtain. 

§1104.8.2. Determination and Recommendations 

1104.8.2. Policy The Board shall determine whether there is reasonable cause ;H 

I suspect that the accused cleric engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor, and on the basis of!! 
this determination shall make recommendations to the Archbishop about the following: H 

I 1. if the cleric has already been withdrawn from ministry pending inquiry, j! 
whether such withdrawal should continue; if the withdrawal should not continue, whether any j! 
I restrictions should be imposed on a cleric returning to ministry; !! 
! \; 
i i! 

2. if the cleric has not been withdrawn from ministry, whether he should H 
be withdrawn, whether he should continue in his assignment and, if so, whether any restrictions H 
should be imposed upon him; H 

I !! 
!! 

3. whether the pre1imina.ry actions taken by the Administrator were jl 

i appropriate and whether further action by the Administrator is required; ~! 

4. whether the file may be closed at this stage of the proceedings or held H ~, H 

open pending action by public bodies, further inquiry by the Administrator, or further action by H 
the Board; and I! 

H . !i 

5. if the cleric's conduct does not constitute sexual misconduct with a !i 
minor but is otherwise inappropriate, whether further action is warranted and suggestions as to Ii 
such action. !l 

l 

[llOO] - 17 Amc:adcd 2-lS-97; cffi:diw: 7· l ·97 

• • • '" •" • ! • : >,: ,' :1,::' 1 
. ~ I • , " " ·' • ' : , • ' , , .......... 
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ARCBDJOCESAH SABHATJ.CP.. .. L BOARD 
CBN'l'BR FOR DEVELCFMBN'I' IN MINISTRY 

ST. MARY GF THE LAKB DNIVE:S.SITY 
MUNDELEIN, ILLINOIS 60060 

{312) 566~6401 

SABBATICAL REYIEW AND §Y.f}IJJATION FORM 

Name 

Address 

Px:-0.sent 
Assignment 

Location of. your Sabbath:;a.1 

Dates of your Sabbatical 

Phone 

Year of 

Ordination ~-·~/.1. . .,.,,.7_,. ""/~~--

.--· -:~·· ..... ··· . --·: 

-~.~~·.:.·,.;,_:"""".:: .. _. ,.;.;.: .. ··"""· =·,.;,_ .. _k_~ .. __ .,,.;;.;.,._,_._!.· ·_ ... _=""J;,,.J ~--;..-,,,,;;,.,r.;,,.·~ .,J ... ~..;,.,·'..:-~. """ ... -"", ;,,..~:-'·: .. r_·},;;;;..£:. ___ ·™·)_ .. ,""""' ... ·::r~~!~~ 

/1 ~) . ) .. < .. : 
.,.,,..... .. :.... ........ ..,_.,_._ . .,_.,_.,.,_., 

:.'.·.· ' ... r:> .::::-:: (:-.·.. -= :··.. ·:.: ·: ·=~ ··=···· · · ·· · ; ·: :.'.n .~-:~: . .. ~}1./= .. . ·'.· .. -=~.r .... .• :;/ .6: ... .: :: .. ·· ., ... :·'.·: ; -.~·,;.;_·; ... ;,..·' .,.;,,.; _;"·;,..· ... ,,.,.,,,.,.~~-_;'~:,,..;.,.;,:.:.,;,.,:,;,_~ 

r:=·/~· F:"/r· _:."=-· :···" :t .{ f-~ .. ·:· ~:/ ·:···:: ... ;=...:: } }·:.) 

Briefly describB the components of. your sabbaticaYi L .. \//J::JL:•;,,,: . r:c.:•, .,:<;_,'/: . .<:;~·r . ?,::•'·':.::--.'. 

/\ ~--i \; 

.(hf·} .r~. ~:.:: .. 
r:~ (: ·r·k._C -·~ r· f ~. { 

) ·~ '•' 

.(:->::·¥... ({=(rf<I:: .. ,.., .. ::A~ . .,. t> {- /(t:·:( .. A· ~~~ff.~/ i t_ ... J )T~~t 
2. How did your sabbatix:al meet your goals? 

~!')<(' 

.) fi r.1 ·r::.' h ' .... 

... -·:::· ... (~ ·r··/ -:.: ;"../ .s 

.... %-r·· 
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3. Ho\>; has your sabbatical a.ffech.~d your ministry and 
devH1opment7 

/ 

t ' t'_. 

.. J7\S .... .. ( 

~./ 

:_~·· ·· ··-r.s F:::>S.:> i C 

L Describe the qual ity of ins.t+:::.ictipq of the pro9ram in which you 
participated~ 

... ~~:~\.J ec::~ rt .. f~, }? f :/\J)//.J c~:., .L. 
-~_.)t,)J>i~~- P .. s .-J··..-:) t-· .r-~) 1 .tl D--, ; ~r:.: --:..: (~.::~_~ .. <- c .. -(: 

How would you d~scribc and evaluat~~ the other participants in 
contributlng to your e~pmrienee? 

r -.,.f . .. :::::-·~: 

.··~-
.::: 

.(· 

4, beset ibe the quality of the spil'lt.sal components of the progn~.m 
(e.g. pr.ayer life,, worship 1 reflectionf spir1ttJ.a1 direction~ etc.): 

·' ??~- {) ···r~·· 

. .> . 
5. Descri be the quality of the pro~;rram 1 s enx1ronmentr in tetms of: 

b. comfort~ 

//:'::: 

c. food service: 
f·" :::::. 

~-·=\ 
... , 

.-~· · .. .. ;:; '~·' ;::=;.S ) 

f.·\. )/ 
-~{· 
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·.· d< "housing~ 

e. extra-curricular activities: 

a. . ' 1 ...:.! ' ' spiritua. ~irect1on 

If yes, describe .its quality; 

b. academic counselinq 

If yes, describe its quality; 

c. personal counseling 

If yes, describe its quality: 

.• .. ·:·· ..... ·. :: .. 

Yes 

Yes .... JS ... ~ 

.. ..:,~.- :-~·· .. :: 
. .. : ~~ 

No 

No 

\ 
-~ :::J>, .... / 

7. Were other options made available to you in addition to the 
basic p:rogram? Yes \"' No 

lf yest please describe: 
\ }~. ~· : .... · 

s. 

9. would you consider the program~ financially •.·wrthwh.ile 

overpriced 

Please explain why~ 

3. 
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No 

qualifiers on your response~ 

.. >'FA·( .. 'f ;;l e ·· , / -;cc.-r .. 
·T ( A ::' h' < f:· .\· /:' :: :)·: 

1. How were you.r ministerial rcsponsihiliti.~~s covered while you were 
aw.Jiy7 

(.'.' 

2. Describe the extent to which your a.bs~~nce caused hardships in ym1r 
ministerial setting: 

t . . ~ ... :· 
:. .• J ) . 

3. Wa.$ your remunerat..i.on {sala.ry t car allowance~ stole fee) received 
by you on t1me1 

.No 

Was your in.come s.uff i.c.d..ent to m~~et ycur needs during the sabbatical? 

Yes No ( ... . 
•• ~>= •• 
~~ 

5. To what. extent did. you feel nconn~~ct.edH wi.t.h the Archdiocese during 
your sabbatical? 

v: .( .. t.~·~-{ 

t-f /\/ ~~·.:: .. 

' L { 

··r···· 
. · .. 

. f~ L (:~:· ? ·:~··:L· /L::;: ) 

6. Did YQU regularly rccelve ArchdJ.ocesan m~ilin;JS'? 

Yes No 

7 -- ir~:> ~;11a· t. ext.en.t was. cc)rnml1ni:cat~Jon i1.er~B: SS<i.t_ .rttJ~d a.nd ~~xt;;Cllted ~;.tt.t1 
and by the Center for Development in Ministry? 

..•.•.•. ; ........... ;-~-~-~-; ......... ;.;-;.;._ ... .. .... .... .................. .. ..... ... .. . 

( : .. 
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1. What was rnost sat:isfy:Lng to you about your sabbatical't' 

~::. / 

: · ...... : .. ·.· .·' .. · ... ;~: ( .•. ·.·.·•·.· . .· •····· . . ... ... L .. .:::: :;:~- r··· 

N i( ... 

·, 

J. ... :Jt·f.f) ''"• .::;. t-Ic ) 

2. What was leas.:;.. satisfying to you about yout· Sfthbatical? 

.:r: 

.. ··· 
'· ··' 

!. . .i 
r .r 

3. Any further comments and/ t)r. sug90sti.ons for the Sabbat ica,1 Boa.rd 
and the tenter for Development in Ministry!' 

f'(:· ( ( , ii ,h • .. ..) ;> :·\. .. .. ~ 

M -~{,_i c, ·Y 

/t.::::- · ~ .. ~ ... 
:' :· 

..... ~ 
!'" <: i·<'_. 

.l.) /} ::;_,, 

t.>·:. ~-·· 

... ' \• 
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To: 

FAX 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS OFFICE 

645 N. Michigan, Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

From: ,jA j)~ ~ 

Fax Number: 3cJ J - L/.:J ~ -S-L/-oo 

Number of pages including cover sheet: ~ 

MESSAGE: 

_URGENT _FOR YOUR REVIEW REPLY ASAP _COMMENT 
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WORKSHEET 

RE: WDR & St. Celestine 

l. Report - on allegations & response 
- on PFR Bd. Meeting 
- on Cardinal's response 

2. Status - ofWDR 
- of St. Celestine 
- ofvictims 

3. Delegation - Center of Gravity 
- Administrator & parish 

- Legal 

4. Communication 
- copies of Cardinal's letter 
- for parish next weekend ~ 
- other? . r 

""""; 

5. Atmosphere 
- a quote 
- rumors 

KL 
KL 
DC&KL 

AMD&KL 
LM 
RB 

DC 
LM 
KL 

? -
? 
JOM & JS 
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Support Team for Walter G. De Roeck 

John Barkerneyer - (773) 238-4100 

Ken Fischer - (708) 771-8250 

Larry McBrady - (312) 642-1837 

John Michet - (84 7) 566-6060 

Mike Solazzo - (847) 864-0333 or Priv. # 

Gerald Walsh - (708) 532-2243 
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FAX 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS OFFICE 

645 N. Michigan, Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

To: Wt, / f; "µ K"H j 
From: p,,. A/ (o,_,) l /i;,, 
Fax Number: 30 / - '-/ ;( ,)_ -J'/(JtJ 

Number of pages including cover sheet: 3 

MESSAGE: 

_URGENT doR YOUR REVIEW _REPLY ASAP _COMMENT 
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• • 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-534-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

Once an allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against a cleric is received by the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, the appropriate policies and procedures are followed as outlined 
in the §1100 Clerical Sexual Abuse of Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, 
Assistance to Victims and Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry. 

Upon receipt of any information concerning and/or related to an allegation of the sexual 
abuse of a minor by a cleric, lay employee, or volunteer of the Archdiocese of Chicago, 
an investigation by the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review wiU be 
conducted. Such an investigation may include utilizing the services of a professional 
investigator as referenced in policy §1104.9.3. Preliminary Investigation, Procedure c): 

Under the supervision of the Archbishop or his delegate 
and in cooperation with the Review Board, the auditor 
may retain whatever professional assistance necessary 
and appropriate to conduct a thorough investigation of 
an allegation. 

In cases where the services of a professional investigator is utilized, the Office for Child 
Abuse Investigations and Review will work collaboratively with the professionals of 
Hillard Heintze, LLC, or another professional investigation firm if the aforementioned is 
not available, to ensure that a thorough investigation of an allegation of the sexual abuse 
of a minor is conducted. 
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Archdiocese of Chicago Priest Vitae Card 

Walter George DeRoeck Born: - Ordained: 05/12/1971 Died: ElhnicilJ" 

Assignment Position Begin Date End Date 

St. Paul of the Cross Parish (Par1c Ridge) Associate Pastor 06/14/1971 06/10/1976 

Quigley Pr.eparatory Seminary (North) Faculty 06/10/1976 02/15/1985 

Mary, Queen of Heaven Parish (Cicero) Associate Pastor 06/11/1.976 02/15/1985 

St. John Berchmans Parish (Logan Blvd.) Pastor 02/15/1985 08/19/1991 

Sabbatical 08/19/1991 05/20/1992 

St. Catherine Laboure Parish (Glenview) Associate Pastor 05/20/1992 09/01/1996 

St. Celestine Parish (Elmwood Par1c) Pastor 09/01/1996 08/31/1999 

Resigned 08/27/2001 

Extraordinary 
Appointments: 

No Im age 
Attached 
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APPLICANTS 

St. Raymond de Penafort 
301 S. I-Oka 

Mt. Prospect, Il., 60066 

Reverend Steven G. Dombrowski, Administrator 

Most Reverend Gerald F. Kicanas, Vicar (I) 
Reverend John J. Hurley, Dean (B) 

PROFILE REQUESTS 

Rev. Walter DeRoeck '71 
St. Catherine Laboure Parish 

Rev. Walter DeRoeck '71 
St. catherine Laboure Parish 
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APPLICANTS 

Our Lady, Mother of the Church 
8747 W. Lawrence Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60656 

Rev. Joseph F. Ognibene, Pastor 

Most Rev. Thad J. Jakubowski, Vicar (IV) 
Rev. Joseph F. Ognibene, Dean, Dean (VI-A) 

PROFILE REQUESTS 

Rev. Walter G. De Reeck 1 71 
St. Catherine Laboure Parish 
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ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS 
320 S. WASHINGTON ST. 
PARK RIDGE, IL 60068 

Rev. Joseph J. Kinane, Pastor 

Most Rev. Edwin M. Conway, Vicar, (V2) 
Rev. Michael A. Wulsch, Dean, (F) 

APPLICANTS PROFILE REQUESTS 

Rev. Walter De Reeck 1 71 
St. Catherine Laboure Parish 
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APPLICANTS 

Saint Gerald Parish 
9349 South Central Avenue 
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60463 

Reverend William J. White, Pastor ,,, 

Most Reverend John R. Gorman, Vicar (V) " 
Reverend Paul C. Burak. Dean (D) _ 

PROFILE REQUESTS 

Rev. Walter G. 1:1'Roeck ' 71 ' 
St. Catherine Laboure Parish 
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APPLICANTS 

St. John of the Cross Parish 
4920 Caroline Avenue 

Western Springs, n.. 60668 

Reverend Joseph F. McDonnell, Pastor 

Most Reverend Thad Jakubowski, Vicar (IV) 
Reverend John C. Rosemeyer, Dean (C) 

PROFILE REQUESTS 

Rev. Walter De Roeck '71 
St. Catherine Laboure Parish 
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APPLICANTS 

Queen of the Rosary Parish 
760 Elle Greve Boulevard 

Elk Grove Village, Illinois 60007-7192 

Reverend Francis J. Cerniglia, Pastor 

Most Reverend Gerald Kicanas, Vicar (I) 
Reverend John J. Hurley, Dean (B) 

PROFILE REQUESTS 

I Rev. Walter G. De Roeck '71 
St. Catherine Laboure Parish 

AOC 012280 



APPLICAN'l'S 

Rev. Walter De Roeck '71 

St. Celeatine Pariah 
3020 N. 7Bth Court 

Elmwood Park. JL 80838 

Ravanmd Lawrence P. McBrady, Pastor 

Most Ravanmd Thad Jakubowski, Vu:ar (lV) 
Reverend Joseph F. Ognihene, Dean (A.) 

PROFILB REOUESTS 

St. Catherine Laboure Parish 

• 
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REV. WALTER G. DeROECK 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 1•• '· 1971 

® 
&..-..clWalterO.Deloeck 
W11NertllartW1nleecl 
Cldtaptlllaol1 a626 

Dear P..._ DeBoeek: 

It ........... ple ...... appoitltJR .. 
11cadt11 Cooperator to tt. Aw. Mall'• Jam• A. Dtdllat ,..._ 
ot a. Pal ottlltl Oro• lViafl· .ao lo\1t1I Watld l'f'• •• •• Part 
lf.da9, QIMte, ad la 111 D1¢IPCMI 1'1tla C-476.1, tt ... JOU 
......... ,;, ........ ,. .. falW ........ ottt.lt ... . 

Tide ...................... _ ,,_. 14, 1971, 
bue l wiould .. ,. ........ , ......... ra.tor .. 
llrlJI ... elate ..... JOU .nl •t&•.,.,.. MW ..... . 

eci leir. W.p. J ... a A. l)e9Ja. Pastor 
Be\'. W.F • D10114 J • .._ea'MI\ Admbdstrator 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of tht .l\rchbisl:op 

Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 
St. Paul of the Cross Rectory 
320 S. Washington Street 
Park Ridge, Illinois 60068 

Dear Father De Roeck: 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

June 3, 1976 

In accordance with Canon 1358, and in light of the recommendation 
of the Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board, I am pleased to appoint you to the I 
faculty of Quigley Preparatory Seminary North, Chicago, Illinois. 

At the same time, I am pleased to appoint you Associate Pastor 
to the Reverend Francis J. Spellman, Pastor, Mary Queen of Heaven parish, Cicero, J 
where you will reside and assist pastorally in addition to your primary duties 
at Quigley Seminary. 

This appointment is effective June 10, 1976, but I would ask you to 
confer with the Very Rev. Donald E. Cusack, Rector of Quigley Preparatory 
Seminary North, regarding the exact date when you will assume your new duties. 

Wishing you every blessing and priestly success, I am, dear 
Father De Roeck, 

Very truly yours in Christ, 

+~~~ 
cc: Very Rev. Donald E. Cusack, Rector, Quigley Preparatory Seminary North 

Rev. Francis J. Spellman, Pastor, Mary Queen of Heaven parish, Cicero 
Rev. Msgr. Donald J. Masterson, Pastor, St. Paul of the Cross parish, Park Ridge 
Very Rev. John J. Fahey, Urban Vicar, Vicariate VII 

-Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 

j 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop February 4, 1985 

® 

Dear Father DeRoeck1 

It is my pleasure to appoint you to be Pastor of Saint John Berchmans 
Parish, 2517 West Logan, Chicago, Illinois. This appofotmont is made in 
consultation with the Clergy Personnel Board and is effective February 15, 
1985. Your term of office will expire February 15, 1991. 

Most Reverend Placido Rodriguez~ Episcopal Vicar, will act as my 
deleqnte in receiving your profession of faith. I ask that you contact 
him as soon a~~ possihle concerning your formal installation as Pastor. 
Once this takes place he will forward the official documents f.or. your 
installation to the Chancery. 

rt i::. my understanding that insofar as vou are able you will continue 
your present duties at Quigley Preparatory Seminary North until the present 
school year is completed. May :r take this opportunity to thank you for 
the service you rendered at Quigley as well as Mary Queen of Heaven Parish. 
I know that your ministry at both of these places haR been very important 
as you have shared yourself in word ana example with those in your care. 

I am confident that the Parish community at Saint John Berchman$ 
will receive you and ref'lpond wholeheartedly to your pastoral leadership. 
Know that as you begin this past.oral charqa you have my support and prayers. 
Should you ever need me for anything, please do not hesitate to call me. 
Know that the agencies of the Archdiocese stand ready to aasist you in 
whatever way necessary. 

With grf!titude for your cooperation and with cordial best wishes, I 
remain 

Reverend Walter G. DeRoeck 
Mary Queen of Heaven Church 
5300 West 24th Street 
Cicero, !llinois 60650 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Placido Rodrique~ 
R~verend Edrnund J. Siedlecki 
Reverend Thomas R. Fran~man 
Reverend Martin J. Hebda 
Reverend Francis J. Spellman 
Center for Pastoral Mini~ 
Clergy Personnel BoArd ~ 
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St John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard • Chicago, Ill. 60647-1926 • (312) 486-4300 

~~·~·' 
~~-to~ ~-fL.-:r JLo ~ 

~.r~ ~ 

/1L~ ~ ~~~ 
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OH: (312) 642-1837 

TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OJ; CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHIC/\GO ILU~JCIS 60610 

FILE 

DATE: August 7, 1989 

RE: William Stenzel 

1. Bill called today. ( ) He said that he had received a call from two 
staff members of a particular parish who are concerned about the behavior of 
the pastor. They do not wish to give any names until they know what process 
will be followed. Basically the problem is that a seminarian from Niles, over 
the age of eighteen, is working at the parish during the summertime and has been 
living at the parish throughout the year and even though there are several extra 
rooms in the rectory, the seminarian lives in the pastor's room, sleeping on the 
couch. The appearance of this is quite bad and apparently there are alot of 
comments from parishioners about this. When the pastor first brought up the 
situation of the seminarian living there, he told the housekeeper that she 
would not have to prepare an extra room and he acted a though he was doing 
her a favor. 

2. Evidently the staff members brought it up to the pastor around Christmas time 
and he got very angry. He has not talked to the associate pastor since. The 
associate confronted him on the situation when some of the parisioners began 
talking about the pastor taking some of the servers to his summer home. 

3. Bill said that the particular parish in question is not in his deanery. He 
received a call from the youth minister, whom he knows, and then subsequently 
the associate had called to confirm what the youth minister had told Bill. 
They are also critical because the pastor is not present to the parish, and 
less involved than he ought to be. He claims to be too busy to study a 
language that is needed in the parish, and yet he spends most of his time 
gardening with this seminarian. 

4. I explained to Bill the process that I would follow. I suggested that he 
communicate it to the informants and ask that they call me. I assured them 
that I would meet with them and not do anything further without explaining 
each step of the way to them. But I did indicate that I would do nothing, 
if they wanted to remain anonymous or would not permit me to use their names, 
if the pastor pressed me for that information. 

5. Bill will get back to them and leave it up to them to get in touch with me. 

AOC 012289 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOF1 PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO. ILLl~K>IS 60610 

Ott: (312) 642-1837 

TO: FILE 

DATE: August 8, 1989 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

1. I received a call from '83, today. He was assigned to St. John 
Berchman's in April, 1985. Wlater De Roeck, the pastor, had been appointed a 
few months earlier - January, 1985. 

2. lllls main complaint is the relationship between Walter and a Niles seminarian, 
Evidently Walter got to know 111111 and his fam~n he was a 

resident in a parish in Cicero, while teaching at Quigley. llllllllhas been 
coming to St. John Berchman's throughout the school year at least one night a 
week and weekends and during the summer he is staying there all the time. Even 
though there are several empty rooms available, Walter has staying in 
his own quarters and sleeping on the couch. This is becoming a source of scanda1, 
as 1111 has been confronted about this both by other staff members, as well as 
parishioners. Recently, a bingo worker asked him if there was something going 
on between the pastor and the seminarian. lllltalked to Wally about this in 
December. He told him tha~arishioners were talking openly about the situation. 
Wally responded angrily. 1111 told him that he felt uncomfortable living in that 
kind of situation. 

3. was living at the rectory almost every day during the Christmas break. 
1111 talked to Gery Stefanski about it and Gary said that unless he could prove 
there was something immoral going on, not much could be done. Eventually. 
talked to Bill Stenzel who then referred 1111 to me. 

4. 1111 says that Wally spends all of his time with 11111111 He even takes vacations 
with kids and then hi red - this summer, even though there are a number of 
Hispanic parisioners that~lt needed the work and should have been hired. 

5. 

6. 

Wally shares a ~ in Michigan City with ••••and another priest or 
two. He takes llllllllto the cottage. 

As a result of Walter's attachment to 11111111 he is not available to the 
He is never there. He tells~ople that he is too busy, but then he 
alot of time gardening with 11111111 They both lift weights together for 
periods of time. 

people. 
spends 
long 

7. This whole situation is getting to Ill and he finally talked to Ken Velo. Ken 
talked to Bob Mclaughlin about the seminarian situation and reported back to 1111 
that Bob did not seem too disturbed about the fact that he was staying at the 
rectory. Apparently Bob was not aware that he was also staying in the pastor's 
room. When -told Ken that, Ken suggested that he talk to me. 
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8. 1111 said that when he first got to St. John Berchman's he found alot of young 
guys hanging around all the time. He didn't think much of it at the time, 
because Wally had been a Quigley professor and he just presumed that these were 
kids that he taught that just wanted to keep up the contact. Now Ill wonders. 
1111 is not in a position to~at there is anything sexual going on. But 
Wally's obsessiveness with llllllllconsumes all of hsi time and the parish gets 
nothing. Wally was supposed to be taking a Spanish course at Mundelein but 
gave it up because he said that he didn't have enough time and yet he spends 
all of the time with this kid. As a result, he is not tuned in to the Spanish 
ministry at St. John's at all. 

9. 1111 said that recently Wally and 11111111 came back from Michigan City with their 
hair dyed the same color! 

10. I asked Ill who on the staff was aware of what llllhimself was telling me. He 
named four staff members all of whom are willing to allow their names to be used. 
They are: 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 

- President of CARE and D.R.E. 
- Health Minister 

- Youth Minister 
- Early Childhood Director 

11. 1111 also mentioned that other parishioners have brought the matter up but don't 
want their names used. 

12. llllagreed to have me confront Wally together with him. I will call Wally and 
ask him to come in on Monday, August 14th at 10:00 a.m. and llllwill be here as 
well. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET. SUITE 311 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60610 

FILE 

DATE: August 11, 1989 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

1. ~called this morning. 1111 is staying at Gene Dyer's rectory . 
•• s phone number at the rectory i~, but the residence is •••• 

2. 1111 said that he wrote a letter to Walter just so that he would be aware that 
there is alot of tension, that he has serious concerns on how the parish is 
being operated, etc. But he made no mention of Walter's relationship with -· 3. •also said that the other n~ ordained priest,-· has picked up 
on Walter's relationship with .. al read~ had a brief conversation 
with him and Ill made a reference to thellll situation. 

4. While talking with 1111. Walter De Roeck called in answer to my request and we 
set up the appointment for Monday, August 14th. Walter acted like he was 
totally unaware that there were any problems. He knew that he had some 
difficulties with 1111, but he was surprised when I mentioned that it is not 
just~ but other members of the staff. He wondered why they would not 
have brought the matters to his attention themselves. I told him that that 
was a fair question and perhaps he can raise it at our meeting on Monday. 
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L~?~~e~ 
of St. John Berchmans 

2524 W. Altgeld • Chicago, IL 60647-1926 • (312) 276-6129 

August 12, 1989 

Dear Wally, 

I apologize that you are receiving this letter today. I would 

have preferred to attend the gathering of Ray Goedert, .. and you. 

Fr. Goedert after hearing our concerns, felt that it would be better 

for you not to meet with the staff at this initial gathering. 

What is taking place in this gathering this morning, is what I 

would like to call an intervention. The behavior that I have seen 

since December of 1988 has left me as a new staff member with many 

questions. I have been very concerned over your relationship with 

young At times, I have even speculated as to whether 

the young seminarian was your illegitimate son. Even I, who spends 

very little time at the rectory was totally amazed at the time you 

spend with him and the time - spends at the rectory. In 

fourteen years of ministry to the church, I have never witnessed a 

pastor/associate/deacon/seminarian relationship like this one. I 

know that healthy and very unhealthy relationships anong religious 

and diocesan priests do exist. I 

have had my share of seeing others live the double-standard of 

celibacy. Perhaps, celibacy was the reason sisters were warned of 

having "particular friendships". At any rate, I have observed how 

many of my priest colleagues and other ministers have jeapardized 

their priest/sister/brother/minister relationship and career with 

the parish family by their obsessive and addictive behavior in 

public and in what they perceived to be their private life. 

We, as ministers, are constantly in the scrutiny of others. 
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Wally, you and I have had a number of conversations about 

professional standards in our ministering to youth and ymmg achtlts. 

I can clearly recall our meeting in the youth center the afternoon 

I needed to tell you about We spoke about his 

inappropriate actions and behaviors and relationships withs~ of 

the teens in our youth center. You seemed very disturbed that day, 

and rightly so, considering the nature and gravity of-'s problem. 

At that time, we spoke about sexual addiction and you seaIEd very 

nervous and uneasy. I knew at that time that you and -had a 

special relationship. Over Chrisonas break, I learned that -

was sleeping on your couch even though we had empty roans in the 

I also, recall . bumping into the two of you and having you 

tell me that you would drive and pick up - from his painting 

job. For a man who always complained about being so busy, I couldn't 

understand how you could spend so much time with - I wondered 

where- parents were. I also wondered why-car was parked 

in front of the rectory overnight practi.cally every weekend. 

I know the basement of ECC - my youth center is vecy wann but 

when We met about .. that day you were vecy unccmfortable and I 

remember you sweating profusly. I gave you the long distance number 

for an out-of-state addictions clinic and began to feel very uneasy 

about our conversation and was a little glad that you would be CMay 

on vacation when I confronted - • During this time however, I 

really felt your relationship with-was nonnal and healthy 

although I felt I needed to confront you about - living 

arrangements. Soon, -rroved in and I was about rroving 

into an apartment I shared my concerns 

in confidence with •••••• 

the living situation. Nothing rrore was said or discussed. 
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Wally, you have been one of the IIVst helpful pastors I have 

worked with. I have been able to call you at anytime with problems 

I have had in the youth center. I truly have appreciated your 

support and encouragement over this past year. It is because of 

my high regard of you and my friendship with you that I am very 

confused with what I have seen this surmer. 

noved in the end of May and you hired him to do yard 

work. family is from-. I wondered why you v.ould 

hire a kid with m::mey when I have so many qualified young men from 

our youth center in need of work. Many times I have asked- to 

help out with our activities - ski trips, retreats, dances, you narre 

it. Every time I ask him, he tells me he is interested but then tells 

me he is going to Michigan City with you or planned something with 

you or is doing something with someone and or is at Niles as well as 

doing somethings with you. Now once or twice I wouldn't be suspicious 

but I have asked this guy over seven times. The last time, I asked 

him to go with us to Magic Waters and he said "I pranised Wally I'd 

paint the cottage and we have planned this for a long time.'' 

You promised Bishop Rodriguez and the staff that you would take 

Spanish class this surrmer. I fOLmd out frcm when you 

dropped out even though you led us to believe you were still there. 

Instead when I would nm. in to you, you were driving with 

gardening with - eating wi~waiting for 

vice-versa. You came back from Florida and even though I had no clue 

- appeared on the scene just as tan as you were. 

The straw that broke the camel's back was when you and -

had the same hair color returning from the Michigan City trip to 

"paint". When I asked one of the servers how the trip was I was 

told that you and - have the same tatoo and skimpy bathing trunks. 

You both having pierced ears was now no happy coincidence. If he was 

younger, I would have reported you to OCFS . But, as far as I am 

concerned that yOLmg man is still a minor and impressionable. What 

portrait of priesthood are you painting, Wally? 
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What is the 

Church asking of you? What does the Church hope for - What is 

your living arrangement of - on your couch in your closed living 

area saying to our support staff, the staff, to me? I am extremely 

concerned. I feel that you owe us an explanation. -rrust leave 

our rectory pennanently and never return. You need counseling to deal 

with your family problems and your intimacy needs and perhaps your 

obsessive relationships with young men like -

You are in my constant prayer and thoughts these days . The 

parish is now on the brink of your scandal. Please be open to this 

intervention and do not deny what hope God is calling you to - healing 

and honesty. 

With prayer, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

Off: (312) 642·1837 
TO: FILE 

1. 

2. 

3. 

DATE: August 14, 1989 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

•••••and Walter De Roeck came to see me today at 10:00 a.m. We 
discussed the matter until 12:00 noon. At that time we moved over to the 
apartment of where the rest of the staff was convened. I met 
with all of them from approximately 1:15 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

The main issue that surfaced in my preliminary discussion with - and Wally 
was the presence of lllllllland the negative impact his relationship with 
Wally has on Wally's ministry and, as a result, the ministry of the entire 
parish. 

I emphasized to Wall.l...!.hat this was just not a complaint from 1111, but rather 
a staff complaint. 1111 had brought in letters which each of tli'e'"staff persons 
had addressed to Wally, summarizing their position. They have all put their 
name to it and are quite willing to meet with Wally in person. It was only 
because I had decided otherwise that they were not present for the first part 
of our meeting. I did not think it was fair to gang up on Wally before he 
knew what the issues were. 

4. llllindicated that at least ten other parishioners had expressed similar 
feelings to him, but they are reluctant to give their names. They are fearful 
ab.out what might happen. 

5. Wally read all of the material first and then made some comments. 

6. 

needed summer work and he happened to be the first one to ask Wally about this 
so Wally hired him. Wally said that he always hired the maintenance people 
and saw no need to go to the staff for this purpose. With regard to the work 
outs, Wally said that the doctor told him that he needed to do a little more 
exercise and when Wally mentioned it to agreed to work out with 
him. They do this about three times a week. 
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also asked if he could stay at the rectory. 
~said that his room is pretty big and he sleeps in the bedroom and 
1111111on the couch. Moreover, the room is air-conditioned. The room next 
door which is vacant doesn't have a shower and plumbing facilities that work. 

7. lllllllfirst came to visit Wally in 1988 while he was still a senior at Quigley. 
Then in November of BB as a Niles student, he would come over approximately 
two nights a week and would stay overnight in Wally's room. During the 
Christmas break he would stay for the full two weeks and then for the rest of 
the school year he would co.me usually two or three times a week, more often 
~the Easter break. Once summer began in May, 1989, Wally would allow 
llllllllllto be in his room overnight four or five times a week. 

8. After Wally and Ill had finished as much as they wanted to say, I asked if 
Wally would be willing to meet with the rest of the staff and he was. 

9. We reconvened 
{phone •• 
meeting were -·-were as 

artment of - at 
lives there with 

, .. (the principal , 
came in later on. Some o 

resent at the ·--· pertiiie'ii!""'CO'ments 

1111, the Md that he considered the relationship between 
Wally and to be one of compulsive behavior that is 
detrimenta oth to Wally's ministry and his own. He felt 
that they should be working as a team and Wally has to deal 
with this inappropriate relationship and since parishioners 
are talking about it, -felt that he had to bring it up . 
... said that Wally ma~help to deal with the compulsion 
and he also feels thatllllllll should leave the premises right 
away . 

... the principal, admitted that he was not that involved in 
this process. Because he is in the school all the time, he 
has not observed what is going on. Since St. John's is not 
his parish, he has not been privy to and that whole 
relationship. However, as a member of the staff, he wanted to 
be present, as he wishes to give whatever support he can to the 
entire staff, inclu.in Wally. He had no observations to make 
and indicated that presence has not impacted on his 
ministry one way or e other. Moreover, he has received no 
comments from school parents or parishioners. The only way 
he knew there was a problem was through the staff. To the 
extent this affects the parish, - wants something to be 
done. 

1111111111 expressed her concern over the fact that she had 
not been able to establish an adequate relationship with 
Wally as her boss in the wa she was able to do w~th~, 

has een at John Berchman 1 s for a long time. She feels that 
she ought to be able to discuss with Wally whenever she feels 
the need for it and for the last year or so, Wally simply 
hasn't been available to her. · 
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11111 stated that often when she felt she needed to talk to 
Wally that he would be with Moreover, the cook (-) 
talks alot and 11111 has picked up some of her comments through 
the parishioners. 

- feels that for the sake Of Wally, the staff and the arish, 
••• should 1 ive elsewhere. - al so feels that himself 
will need alot of counsel~and help on this issue. doesn't 
want anyone to be hurt. ~is involved _in many areas of the parish 
and she truly cares. She thinks ... should leave immediately. 
And as things stand now, she does~nk he should be around at all. 
He has put a barrier between the staff and Wally and it has caused 
Wally not to be as involved in the parish as much as - would like 
and maybe also as much as he himself would like. 

1111, the parish nurse, said that the relationship of Wally and ... 
doesn't impact directly on her ministry other than she thought th~ 
they should have discussed lllllllllemployment as a staff issue. 

1111 said ~ has a sixteen year old daughter, .not that different 
in age fromlllllllll She feels that if she was trying to help someone 
in that age bracket whose parents had kicked him/her out of the home, 
she would definitely handle the l~arrangements differently from 
what Wally has done. As long as ..... has somewhere else to go, ••I thinks he should leave now. 

, the eighth grade teacher, was on the staff up until two months 
ago. She had been on the staff for about three years as an unpaid 
coordinator of liturgical ministries, etc. , a parishioner, 
indicated that she cared very much about the staff and about Wally. 
She has heard the same rumblings as everyone else. She said that she 
was very uncomfortable about the living situation and especially be
cause nobod was talking about it. When she raised the question to 

,. he simpl~ed silent. A few parents have also 
spoken to about111111111and the role he has in the parish. They 
don't understand it. He seems to have more influence in the parish 
than many long time parishioners have. 

•••said that ~eves that it is an emotional involvement 
between Wally andlllllllll She doesn't like what she sees, nor does 
she like the gossip that is beginning to go around the parish. ••I 
said that she believed the staff is a very ca.in one and they . can 
reach a solution. She definitely feels that should live 
elsewhere because of all of the talk. She is no should 
leave immediately, but thinks it might be better. should 
not have any part i~rish life at St. John's. is not 
sure what Wally and ... ought to do about their relationship. She 
is inclined to think that that is a personal matter. 

She does think that whatever is done to , it should be handled 
very gently, especially if he has to leave right away. Because of the 
gossip and potential harm to the parish, she does think that the 
decision ought to be made rather quickly. · 

1111111 who used to be on the staff and currently lives with • 
said that she cares very much about Wally and would like to see whatever 
is best happen for all concerned. She also cares aboutllllllll She 
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does believe that the relationship of Wally and -does affect 
the way in which the rest of the people as well as Wally ministers. 
It is a preoccupation with him and it takes away from his presence 
to his people. 

feels that this is the logical time for-to depart. 
Since he will be returning to schooJ~in a few weeks, no one would 
question his departure now but he should be given whatever counsel-
1 ing or help he needs in order to make this separation. 

, the youth minister, came in late in the meeting. I filled 
her in on what had transpired thus far. She is the one who first 
talked to Bill Stenzel. She is a friend of and based on 
the experience that llllhas had, encourage~ to take 
action now. She said that if he truly cares about~ he 
ought to be concerned about what people are saying about him. 
Many have commented on the relationship, including teenagers with 
whom works. is fearful that the scandal will grow. 
What will it do to his future? felt that there 
was a real scandal w en and Wa1ly came home from vacation 
both wearing the same tatoo and color of hair. 

10. Af~er listening to everyone present, I tried to summarize some of the 
conclusions: 

a) because of the appearance of impropriety, for the sake of 
the parishioners as well as the staff we have to move quickly. 

b) both Wally and - need help. Their relationship is 
considered to be obsessive by at least one of the staff 
and most look upon it as too emotional for Wally's and 
-·s good. 

c) all agree that - should go and that it would be better· 
if he did not return to the parish at all. Just seeing 
hitn may raise the same old gossip again. If Wally feels 
the need to continue the friendship, he should do it on 

· ~ or el sewherE. But a clean break is preferrable 
~ought to be trying to make friends with his own 
peers, especially at Niles. 

11. Wally expressed some of his own concerns: 

a) he indicated thatllllllllhas already experienced rejection from 
his own family an~that he will not see this as an 
additional rejection. 

b) 111111 is very interested in liturgy and Wally wonders how he 
will react when he he~t his input is no longer valued. 

c) Wally works out with llllllllthree days a week and is upset 
at the thought that the staff is telling him he cannot choose 
his own friends and that -cannot feel free to come around 
Wally's home. 

d) Wally has retained the services of-for the next two weeks 
and wonders about that. -wou~ approximately $150.00 
serving as a maintenance person. The staff immediately agreed 
that it would be perfectly alright for this amount of money to 
be given to him out of St. Vincent de Paul funds. 

e) Wally again said that he could acceptllllllllleaving the premises, 
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as far as livi~ngements are concerned, but he is having difficulty 
accepting thatllllllll cannot come back to visit even as a friend. 

12. As we concluded our meeting, I summarized the following decisions: 

a) Wally will explain to - today or tomorrow wha.t the situation is and 
that he will have to return to either his parents home or to Niles. 
Wally will also~Fr. Mclaughlin at Niles and request that counselling 
be provided to-

b)llllllll should not return to St. John and should stay away for at least the 
foreseeable future. 

c) Some of the staff wish to have the opportunity to talk to Wally privately. 
Wally should make himself available for this purpose. 

d) In view of the fact that indicated the need for a facilitator 
for himself and Wally to work out their relationship, I recommended Dr. 
Bogicalupo and they accepted. I called Dr. Bogicalupo from the apartment. 
He was not there and I left a message. When he returns my call, I will 
give him the general summary of the situation and then ask that he contact 
Wally De Roeck at 486-4300. 

e) Assuming that lllland Wally will be satisfied with the services of Dr. 
Bagicalupo, the entire staff would then request his services in order 
to help them to work out whatever problems they might still have. 

f) I raised the q~estion as to the parish's ability to pay for Dr. Bagicalupo•s 
services. Wally indicated that the parish is on subsidy. Because of that, 
I will ask PRMAA to pick up the expenses. 
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Dear Wally, 

-is meeting alone with you today because Fr. Goedert insisted on it. But the fact 
is that-is not there alone. He is there representing all of us who are concerned 
about you and the parish. After your meeting he will be meeting with us to consider 
what we should do next. 

There are many examples I could list about why I feel you have no pastoral 
involvement in the parish. It would be long indeed, and others could add more. But 
I have come to realize that what is at the base of .. ur inability to be pastor is your 
obsession with young men, the latest of whom is 

The suspicion that something is wrong has been growing over the past four years. It 
did not bother me that you had visits from Quigley students. But I did begin to get 
concerned when I noticed that your only visitors were young men. Since my office is 
right at the front door I see people coming to the door all day long. I can count on 
one hand the times adults, parishioner or not, have come to see you while the number 
of adults coming to see- is in the hundreds. I became concerned when so many of 
the young men who would visit would tell me of their trips with you to Michigan City 
and when I noticed that on most days when the schools would have a holiday you 
would be at Michigan City. I have seen you leave meetings where discussions 
important to the parish were taking place only to see you going out with young men. 

The liturgy committee just last week is only the most recent example. You left at 
8:30pm, the scheduled ending time of the meeting, even though we needed to address 
important concerns of the music director. You said you had to leave. We stayed 
another half hour. 

through the courtyard to see, as I did, you and 
was you reason for leaving an important meetmg. 

rm glad she did not leave 
orking out in the basement. This 

The visits from young men ended for the most art about a year and a half ago (I 
don't really remember the exact date) when appeared on the scene .••• 

. o got used to seeing his car out front 
when I would arrive at 8:00am on Sundays. However I also began to notice that he 
was not sleeping in any of the guest rooms but in your room. I felt uncomfortable one 
Sunday when a member of the folk group, concerned that mwas not up yet and it 
was almost 8:30, asked me to call him in your room. 
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-Since it was Christmas~as out of school and so was staying in your room for 
a couple of weeks stra~ and I talked about the situation and he decided to 
confront you with the fact that this behavior was inappropriate, too many people, 
evenwithout ,were beginningtonoticeyourrelationship. This 
confrontation changed nothing. So called people at the chancery, with my total 
agreement, and told them that he and I were concerned about this situation. Their 
response was classic avoidance. They would not get involved unless we could prove 
something was going on. We were not saying anything was going on, only that the 
relationship was taking over your time to the detriment of your ministry and we felt 
a scandal developing. This week's NCR has three articles and an editorial about 
priests and pedophilia. Since you would not listen to-we wanted someone from 
the chancery to talk to you. 

Being told to forget it by the chancery, we did just that. But this Summer has made 
your behavior impossible to ignore. You went onvacationwith-fortwoweeks 
but could not openly tell anyone. I put two and two together w~showed me 
a note to see if it r~ted how I wanted the basement set up for a meeting and saw 
it mentioned that .. would be on vacation for the same two weeks. I latter heard 
from one of the young peo~of the parish that II had gone to Florida. It was even 
more clear when you and - returned on the same day with matching tans. (You 
returned from your last trip to Michigan City with matching hair color.) 

When I returned to work from vacation in Mexico on July 18you were working on the 
lawn with- I was surprised since you were supposed to be at Spanish class. 
You informed me that there was just too much work to get done and so you had to 
drop it. You did this though you committed yourself, in front of Bishop Rodriguez 
and the entire staff, to begin again learning Spanish. Learning Spanish was also a 
requirement of the personnel board when they made you pastor. Since I have been 
back, however, I have not been able to see what all this work was. 

Your sister and niece arrived that evening. That is why you could not attend the 
liturgy committee evening of reflection. I hope that is true, but I have to say I'm not 
sure what to believe anymore. Sunday the 24th you left for Michigan City and 
returned on Wednesday afternoon. After taping Of Cabbages and Kings with me on 
Thursday and a few afternoon meetings you were gone again until the next 
Wednesdayeven~rningonlyforthe5:00pmSaturdaymass.Youwerepainting 
the c~~ Even though we had just discussed as a staff in our meeting 
with --that it was important that you not use the excuse of not having a 
Sunday mass as a reason to not b!.,£!esent to parishioners on Sun~ you took the 
first chance you could to be with -instead. You didn't even tell~ouwould be 
away from the parish for a weekend. The only person you told was . She 
showed me the note. 
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-has been around working from morning to night since I have been back from 
vacation. I asked him if he was getting paid more money since -was away and he 
was doing a lot of extra work. He said ou told him he would only be..£.:i.d for his usual 
five hours but you were giving more hours, even though - like you, has 
hardly been around. You also to , who is homeless since his building was sold, 
that you better not find him sleeping in any of the church buildings. "I don't want to 
see you after lO:OOpm" were the words he quoted you as saying. lO:OOpm was your 
limit because, though supposedly working only his five hours,- still had to be 
around for the lO:OOpm security check. Meanwhile .who has a home and family, 
is sleeping in your room. 

My concern is not about your private life but about your ministry here. But I believe 
you have let your private life harm your ministry. I now know that parishioners have 
noticed the situation and are beginning to voice concerns. If we the staff are to retain 
credibility as ministers in the parish we must act. We can not sit back silently 
anymore. 

Perhaps we will have a chance to discuss this together. Perhaps the discussion will go 
on without you. Either way I want you to know that I am dedicated to two things, your 
getting help with your obsessive behavior and assuring that children, young people 
and adults will find at St. John Berchmans a place to hear the gospel, develop their 
gifts and build christian community. 

I am willing to talk to you about these concerns along with all the other parties 
involved when you set a day and time. 

peace, 
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During the past two weeks, members of our staff spok2 to me about concerns 
they had abuot you Wally. These concerns are very serious and important. 
These staff members would like to be here today with me as I talk to 
you and Ray, but they have presented their concerns in letter form. 
Thus, I am presently here alone, but my concerns are shared by members 
of our parish and our staff. 

This is most difficult for me due to the uncomfortable nature of what 
I need to share with you. My prayer is that you have an open spirit 
to hear what I have to say and also listen to the concerns voiced by 
your staff. 

Over the last four years of living and working at St. John Berchmans, 
I have noticed a pattern that is uncomfortable and needs to be addressed. 
From the beginning of my assignment, I have been aware of the need 
you have to visit with other people on a social basis. This too is 
a shared need by me. However, initially, the concern was that young ..._"""".-. --~· 
men were always seeking your attention. They would be in your room, 
in your office, using your phone and come and go as they pleased. The 
initial stages of readjustment from Quigley North to Parish life could 
foster these relationships. In time, I felt, they would subside. 

Yet, the opposite fact is true. These relationships have had a pattern. 
They involve young boys who are in high school or college age groups 
and these boys have access to you.freely. You have been attentive to 
these relationships over the last four years and these relationships 
have been influencing your pastoral work at our parish. 

I have noticed a pattern to the relationships. The boy would be very 
visible at the rectory, come over at all hours of the day or night 
and always would be in your room with the door closed. One time, I 
found someone in your room and he walked in the rectory with his girl 
friend while you were in Michigan City. I kicked him out but he said 
you gave him permission. In time, the boys lessen their presence due 
to other commitments, but someone new has been on the scene. The boys 
who have been significant to you over the years include 1111111111111 

and most recently 

The relationship with these boys has had a negative impact upon our 
living situation as well. But the experience with is most distressing. 
llllllllappeared, at times, during the year of 1987 and came and went 
but was not very consistent. During the summer of 1988, began 
to come around more often. This very same summer saw three people living 
in our rectory and space was limited. At times, I noticed and answered 
the door when llllllllwould come late at night, and I would also notice 
that 11111111 had spent the night. He would spend the night in your room 
on these occasions. It made sense, the house was full. But I was fearful 
as I saw this pattern increase. 
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Finally, at the end of the summer our rectory had been empty of visitors 
and the rooms were available. In September, the seminarians started 
back at school and life went on. But began to come a little 
more often. He would be around to help and it was noticed that he spent 
the night because of his car parked out in front. It was also a little 
odd because he should have been back at school, but he would leave 
early, go to class and often come back later in the week. This pattern 
continued to exist and cause uncomfortableness for me in our living 
space. 

Finally, in December of 1988, I talked to you about the situation. 
I mentioned that I could not understand how- continued to visit 
and stayed in your room. People would be talking if they knew where <'~~~~~~~....,,, 
he stayed. I had heard comments from others and tried to tell you that 
this was a suspicious world and people may misconstrue the behavior. 
You responded with anger but also seemed to hear my concerns. After 
our December conversation, I thought the situation would change. I 
know it did.lllllllbasically moved into your room during the Christmas 
season and his vacation. He was hidden and not at meals. He would eat \_ 
outside the regular schedule and often times would close the door to \ 

7 

your room if my voice was heard. I wondered if was from another 
state and had no where. to go. I wondered if - had family problems 
and needed someone for support. But most importantly, I wondered why 
I was never informed. 

In the past, we both discussed when seminarians were going to . be living 
with us for the sununer. We would outline responsibilities and who would 
supervize them. Even when and 
were living with us for the summer, you discussed this with me. Yet, 

lllllllllwas never discussed. You never mentioned his name in any of 
our conversations. 

/::~ 

One time, at dinner alone, you mentioned to me that llllllllllllfelt 
uncomfortable eating dinner with me. Yet, I tried to tell you how uncomfortable 
I had felt that he was thrust on me in my living space. But then it 
slowly and gradually affected our parish too. 

thought this 
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It did pass into a new phase uf b e ing more present to -- Once, 
I remember llllllltelling me that he and you were going out with his 
girlfriend and her mother. I found it difficult wondering why his parents 
were not going t o meet this women. Hi~nts even ate dinner at the 
rectory once and th~y commented that- · got an earing because ~ou \e:::~: :: · 
had one . I then noticed that your ear was pierced. I had never notice ) · 
you wear the earing, but the pierced ear seemed strange. 

Rut, a new phase developed for fitnes s . You were told by the doctor 
that you needed to l ose some weight. I had been dieting at this time 
so it comfortably fit into our parish life with no disturbance to the 
cook. But, then you set up a weight room in the basement and -
began to b ecome your work-out partner. This obsessiveness with weights 
may be understandable, but 1111111 had lost his car and you would drive 
him from school to th e parish and back to school the next morning. 
I noticed this because I ar. s wered the phone and - told me to tell 
you where to pick him up. It was odd that you would leave meetings 
with our parishoners and go to Niles to pi c k up a kid who had formational 
and academic responsibilities. You would leave meetings that were important 
for our parish to lift weights with This relationship became 
a problem for not just me but now had much impact upon the parish 
community. 

In January of 1989, I met with you and you told me that you only had fifteen 
minutes. We met for two and o ne half hours. In our meeting, I challanged you 
about Hispanic ministry here at St. J ohn Berchmans and also wanted 
to let you know I suppo rted you. I encouraged you to get some counseling 
or pos s ibly talk to someone, a mentor or spiritual director. I told 
you that you were emotionally distant from me and the staff and that 
I did not know what oyur priorities were. I did no t mention 11111111111 
name once. Yet, my fear, which was unexpressed, was that you~n 
to invest too much time in this particular relationship and it was 
affecting your pastoral ministry and your presence. You were physically / 

and 

ou appeared to follow through with your commitment as 
lessene~resence . Yet, in a short time, you seemed dista.nt 

busy with ...... again. 

During Eas ter break, you arranged your schedule to take time to be 
withllllllllll He had a key to our rectory, and this was discovered by 

~~:i~~i~ ::~~=~ ~:s~r;:c~~:r b~:~a::~ :~ ~~~d e:;e~::t a~~u f~:~~ration ~--~~--
you expressed in a number of staff meetings about the keys and security. 
People who were paide employees had lost their key to rectory access, 
yet a college student and seminarian could come and go as he pleased. 

Many times , over the last few months, I have noticed the final stage 
of the relationship. has moved in completely. In April, we had ~--·-· · 

received notice about seminarians for the summer. I said that because 
of vacations and o ther activites , I would not welcome s eminarians this 
past summer. You agreed. Yet, -. a seminarian, has been sec retly 
living in your room all summer long. We hired - to wo rk for the 
parish, you hired, we as staff had no input. Yet, in our neighborhood, 
there are young boys and girls who are unable to work. Even 1111, our 
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youth minister could not believe the decision to hire lllllllwhen she 
had mentioned early how she was looking for summer jobs for parish 
teens in her program. lllllllalso has a room and board in your living 
space, although this summer there is one extra room between us. His 
presence at our parish has created a myriad of problems, someone at )/'' 
Bingo came up and point blank asked me if there was anything going ~--~·~-----~~-----
one between the two of you. Even the altar servers told me that after . 
their recent trip, that it was neat that you and - had the same <:Y(- --:~~ 
tatoos. People have talked and our staff needs to respond. This situation 
of obsessiveness is a major problem among us as a staff and also in 
our parish community. 

It is also interesting that while our full time maintence man was gone 
on vacation, our part-time maintence man was given only five additional 
hours. Yet, 1111 is hear about fifty to sixty hours a week. It is also 
odd thatllll now is homeless and told me that you told him to get 
out of the boiler room because of insurance. We are able to allow a 
seminarian to sleep in the pastor's room but we can't, in pastoral 
care, offer shelter to our maintence man who has given so much free 
time to St. John Berchmans? 

In February, - and I discussed the situation and I called Gery Stefanski, 
11111111 and also Ken Velo. Without proof, I could do nothing. Thus, 
frustrated, 1111 and I had no support among others and felt that our 
concerns were unfounded. But when moved in and after two ~ 
weeks asked me, "What's going on with Wally and_ .. I knew that 
my concerns were valid. 

The pattern of emotional bonding with young men is a problem and mostly 
a present problem with 11111111 It needs to be helped. This bonding 
has been so strong that you withdrew from Spanish classes this sununer _._,.::...-- ·· 
because you said you were too busy. I left for vacation and had no '--- · 
work, no phone calls, no weddings, no parish commitment that I dumped 
on you. But, you had time to spend withlllllllll 

You sat through our staff meeting with - and agreed that Sunday 
is the primary day for our community. You voiced the need to be present 
to people and how this is a value for all priests. Yet, the following 
Sunday, you were not present. You were gone on Friday evening, returned 
for the Saturday evening liturgy and were gone till Wednesday night. 
You had to paint Michigan City and llllllllhelped you. People also asked 
at the picnic for Carnival workers what you and - had done to <-:_·~ 
your hair? It was the same color. ·. 

This sununer has in reality, been a sort of "honeymoon" for you. I am 
uncomfortable eating with you and inviting friends to the rectory. 
I believe our house situation is unhealthy and this also was a motivation 
for not wanting assigned here. Confrontation today helps me 
to break the dishonesty that exists and also confronts the lack of 
communication that also is part of our parish staff. 

I believe that you . need some professional assistance. I also know
would be most important to receive some help as well. I do not want 
lllllllllllllllresent to our community, to our liturgies, or spending any 
more nights in your room. The speculation now has escalated into a 
sexual nature and this is most unhealthy for us all. 
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The relationship with is suspicious, hidden and secretive. It is 
not a public relationship. You~t vacation to Florida was something 
of a surprize when I found outllllllll took the same vacation time that 
you did. More importantly, you did not tell any staff who would be 

on vacation with you. I heard from a parishoner tha~was in 
Florida. It is interesting to see how hidden and secretive this relationship 
has become. 

During the Carnival, I was working till 2:00 or 3:00 in the morning. 
One night, at 10:00 p.m., I walked downstairs and the money counters 
told me that you were working out withlllllllll An entire parish community 
was on our front loawn and you found more importance to be with ~ 
This is just another example of how obsessed you have become with 

But this obsessiveness has existed for all the years that I have lived 
with you. A few months back, I had dinner with some friends in their 
home. They had asked me who my pastor was and I mentioned your name. 
There was an uncomfortable silence which followed. When I asked my 
friends if they knew you, they asked me if you still hung around with 
young men .and they were around the rectory. These friends admitted 
that this behaviour and obsessiveness with young boys has been a part 
of your priesthood since your first assignment. 

I am frightened and live with tension because of this situation. I 
am uncomfortable knowing that only altar boys will be with you in Michigan / " ).( .)( ~Y 
City and feel that this trip should be canceled. The pattern I have '--' ' -
seen has now';become a major problem for you and I don't know how to 
help you anymore. 

We, as staff, feel the need for responsible adult behavior. In sharing 
this, we feel that you must know how your behaviour has now created 
negative stress for us and for our parish. Our meeting with you today 
is to help you see the need for professional help. 

As a brother priest, I am tired of covering up, lying, being lied to 
and feeling overly responsible for your parish. I have spent four years 
doing the work of more than one person and the anger has built and 
affected me and my work. I prayed that my hunches and uncomfortable 
feelings would go away, and for brief moments, they would. But this 
type of living situation is not tolerable anymore. 

I also have the support of 
staff. They are willing to talk and have written letters to be 
to me and also help you see that a serious problem now exists. 
also are people in our parish who are concerned but they are frightned 
of what will happen :. if you knew them by name. Many are concerned and 
thay agree that this obsessive behaviour with boys has impacted your <.;;:: ~--~-
work and ministry. Our objective is not to overthrow you, but to hope 
that you begin to see the severity of the problem and seek some help. 
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We are unable to communicate with you on our parish level because of 
the obsessive concern you have with Even two weeks ago, mail 
was addressed to -at the rectory address, with the name - ,~. _<_· 

This now is a concrete example of how much he has entered'·· 
not only your personal life, but your professional life as well. 

I know that you may hate me and be angry at me. My prayer is that in 
time, you must decide how to handle this situation. I feel responsible 
to report back everything from our meeting to the staff. We need to 
support one another as decisions must be made today. I am also committed 
to the good of our parish. In your role as pastor, you too made this 
same commmitment. However, until you accept that a problem exists, 
you will not be able to support the good work that our parish has begun 
without help. Our meeting today is the first step for.your good, the 
good of our staff and the spiritual good of our parish community. 

This whole process and struggle is done in love. Wally, I pray that 
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St. John Berchmans 
Early Chlldhood Center 

2524 W. Altgeld 
Chicago, Illinois 60647 

235-7043 

August 14, 1989 

Dear Wally, 

I hope you truly trust and believe 
that I write this letter out of care and 
concern both for you, Wally and the people 
of St. John Berchmans. 

In my 20 years working here at St. 
John Berchmans I have had the opportunity 
to work with many different priests. I 
always felt I.had a good relationship with 
the priests even with Fr. Szatkowski 
during those difficult days. Several years 
ago (if you remember) we met in your room 
and shared how we were feeling at the time. 
I felt we were both honest and that our 
relationship would be better for us, as we 
continued to minister together here at St. 
John Berchmans. This did not continue to 
happen or at least for me it did not continue 
to happen. 

Since we were advised not to meet 
with you, 1111• and Fr. Goedert, I feel i 
need to write this letter so you know how I 
am feeling at this time. 

The last three weeks during the month 
of July I found myself working from morning 
to night and ending up exhausted and drained 
but I did so because it was part of who I am 
for people here at St. John Berchmans. I 
would go to the Early Childhood Center, to 
the hospital, to Loyola for class in the 
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St. John Barchmans 
Early Chlldhood Canter 

2524 W. Altgeld 
Chicago, Illinois 60647 

235-7043 

afternoon and back to the Early Childhood 
Center to finish up. When I heard you had 
dropped out of Spanish class because you 
had too much to do I found myself very angry 
because I still did not find you available. 

One day I was in the back room with 
~ saw you carrying bags 
of di+t withllllllll I thought we pay 
maintenance men to do that. It also dis
turbed me that day I saw you weeding the 
front yard with - and again we pay 
maintenance to do this kind of work. 

When you said Mass on Saturday night, 
July 29th before I left on Wednesday to 
visit my parents, I assumed you would be there 
on Monday morning, August 31st. however, when 
I went over to see you about things to be 
done at school and to tell you I was leaving, 
they said you had left on Saturday, July 29th 
after Mass arid wouldn't return until Wednesday, 
August 2nd. I was determined I wasn't going 
to leave another note because I'm tired of 
notes as our only means of communication. I 
really don't understand why and how you can leave 
the parish for days at a time when we are all 
there working. 

I am also disappointed that there has 
been no follow up from you concerning the 
meeting we had with the two women from the 
Archdiocesan School Office. I would like to 
have talked to you more about the conversation 
of that meeting. 
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St. John Berchmans 
Early Childhood Center 

2524 W. Altgeld 
Chicago, Illinois 60647 

235-7043 

The above are only a few times that 
I could have used your support. I come to 
the rectory almost every day and you are 
either gone, too busy about other things, 
or have asked not to be disturbed. If I do 
happen to catch you, it is either on the 
steps of the rectory in the hallway or 
passing through the church and I don't feel 
this is the place to discuss concerns that 
we have regarding the parish. Sometimes I 
feel there is a real lack of interest or you 
are too preoccupied with other things or 
persons. For example, I feel your relationship 
with - and maybe some others keep you 
from being present to the staff and the people 
here at St. John Berchmans. 

I hope someday we (you and I) can sit 
down and talk about our concerns so that we 
can continue to minister together here at 
St. John Berchmans with openness and honesty. 

Sincerely, 
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St. John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard • Chicago, Ill. 60647-1926 • (312) 486-4300 

16 August 1989 

To: Fr. Ray Goedert 

From: The Staff of St. John Berchmans 

Our meeting with you and Wally had one necessary result, is gone and 
a possibly great scandal has been avoided. But we did not call you in to solve a 
problem. We called you in to intervene with us in a serious case of addiction. This 
you did not address. 

It should be obvious to you from all you observed on Monday that Wally has a serious 
problem that he refuses to face. If this is not clear let us reiterate. The problem is 
not . Wally has a disease, an obsession with young men, that affects 
his work as pastor and our work as the pastoral staff . 

. There were four promises that resulted from Monday's~: (1)-would 
leave and not be allowed back, (2) Wally would see that-ot counselling, (3) 

( 4) •• Wally and then the entire staff would have a 
facilitator come in to help us work better in the wake of this meeting. But the only 
concrete step taken was to contact a person to begin to work on point four. 

This is totally unacceptable to us. We demand that the concrete step taken is that 
Wall 

Until that happens we will not work with him on the St. John 
Berchmans staff nor will we meet with a facilitator. This ignores the issue. Instead 
we will work as a team for the good of the parish without him. 

Forfouryearswe have stood by and watched as Wally has let his illness interfere with 
his ministry at St. John Berchmans. We will stand by no longer. We insist he get help 
now. Only you can force that on him for his own good and for the good of the parish. 

, Associate Pastor 

, Director of Religious Education 

Principal 

, Director of the Early Childhood Center 

Parish Nurse 

, Youth Minister 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a memo dated August 16, 1989 from Fr. Walter DeRoeck to the staff of St. 
John Berchman. In the memo, Fr. DeRoeck recounts his discussions with Victim IR on August 
14 and 15 about the letters that the members of the staff wrote to Fr. DeRoeck regarding their 
concerns over Fr. DeRoeck's relationship with Victim IR. Fr. DeRoeck writes of Victim IR's 
disappointment and frustration with the situation, including having to absent himself from the 
parish and the allegations of impropriety between himself and Fr. DeRoeck. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: August 17, 1989 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

1. came in at his request. He brought with him a letter from the 
staff to me as well as a letter Wally sent to the staff dated August 16. He also 
gave me a letter addressed to me byllll and another sent to me by 111111. 
2. The bottom line is that the staff thought that Wally had just gone through an 
exhibition of massive denial at out.meeting on Monday and they wondered if I had 
even picked it up. Inasmuch as I didn 1 t say anything about this to Wally or the 
staff, indicating that I was aware of all the denial, they thought I might have 
missed it. 

3. I told• that in one sense I was very disappointed. I thought that the 
staff had given me very little credit for knowing what the score 1s. I told him 
that in all cases like this denial is kind of a 11given 11 and I was well aware of 
what Wally was doing. I admitted I did not show ~and to the staff, but I 
didn 1 t think that was appropriate for me to do. 1111said that the staff thought 
that this was an intervention in the technical sense. I told him that that was 
not my intention at all. I only went to meet with the staff in order to give 
them a chance to express themselves in Wally 1 s presence. But I had already con
cluded from my meeting with Wally and• in the morning that ~Jally had a \Very 
serious problem and was not dea~th it and was in denial. The fact that 
he told me that the reason whyllllllllstayed in his room was because of air
conditioning was a tip-off enough that he had no idea of the magnitude and 
seriousness of the problems he was dealing with. And even if there has been no 
sexual misconduct, he certainly evidenced ros~ immaturity in the remarks he made 
to me concerning his friendship with It appeared to me to be a sick 
relationship and an unfair one to At any rate, I told llllthat that 
was exactly why I wanted Dr. Baciga upo o become involved. I had every inten
tion of filling in Dr. Batigalupo on what I thought and find out from him how 
best to proceed. 

4. I 1m not sure how - felt by the time he left, but he seemed more at ease. 
I told him I would be talking to Dr. Bacigalupo tomorrow and I would get back 
to him as soon as I can. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET. SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Aug. 28, 1989 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

l. Larry McBrady called today. He wanted to fill me in on what he knows about 
the situation concerning Wally. First of all, he understands from 
that Wally considers Larry to be his closest friend. Larry said that it is true 
they grew up together and have known each other since second grade. They were 
ordained on the same day. But Larry said in all honesty they are not really 
close. He probably sees Wally about six times a year. Larry would not consider 
Hally to be one of his "best friends". The sadness is that Wally probably doesn 1 t 
have any close priest friends and probably not even any close adult relationships. 

2. Larry said that Wally is in with -· and - in 
the cottage at Michigan City. Larry knows that the other three are somewhat 
irritated at Wally because he always seems to be bringing kids to the house. 
Wally tends to go to the cottage when the others aren 1 t there. 

3. Larry says that Wally has distanced himself from adult relationships. Larry 
wanted to let me know, however, that the tattoo, earing and weight-lifting alle
gations are totally out of character with Wally. Larry is not denying them. 
He is just saying that he is really surprised, because Wally had always been con
sidered a super straight arrow. 

4. Larry said that Wally had always been very conscientious, whereas now he 
does seem obsessed with Michigan City. Wally wanted to be a pastor. But he now 
has no adult support. Wally also has a sister who seems to be having problems 
and Wally 1 s parents, who live in California, seem to come to Wally with the pro
blems. 

5. Larry said that his information comes from~, but he is also 
hearing it from other members of the clergy. Evidentl is talking a lot 
and Larry has picked up much of this stuff about from other priests, 
so it is not a quiet situation. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: August 29, 1989 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

1. Larry McBrady called. He had dinner with Wally last night and Larry feels 
more worried than ever. Wally must be into massive denial. He made no mention 
whatever of his problem. Larry himself had to brin it u and he just mentioned 
to Wally that he had received a phone call from . Wally was aware 
of this and he said something to the effect that is upset with him because 
of the problems with the Spanish community, etc. But Wally was very calm and 
relaxed about it and said the he felt he could handle it for another year. 
That's as long as llllwill be there and Wally thought he could sweat it out. 
Larry offered the assistance of his office, but Wally did not think he would 
need it. Wa~mention whatsoever of having come to see me or any
thing about-

2. Larry emphasized that this is totally out of character for Wally. He 
said that Wally was the kind of guy that would be petrified if the diocesan 
authorities were checking him out, etc. 

3. Larry said that he will contact Wally again next week to set up another 
date to go down to Michigan City together. He will keep closer in touch with 
him so that Wally will at least have someone to unload on, should he so desire. 
Larry is convinced that if Wally wouldn't bring it up to him, then he hasn't 
mentioned it to anyone. Evidently the only one Wally talks to is 
himself. 

4. Larry said that if it became necessary to remove Wally from the parish, 
they do have an extra suite at St. Celestine's and Larry was sure Pat o•·Malley 
would be happy to take Wally in. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 
Oft: (312) 642-1837 

DATE: Sept. 17, 1989 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

l. called me at the rectory Sunday morning. He said that he 
accidently discovered Wally has been paying partial tuition for -at 
Niles for the last two years and using parish funds for this. This has 
upset lllland other staff members very much. 

2. I asked - how he came upon the information. He said that the parish 
has an accountant and he happened to be waiting for the accountant to write 

salary check and he noticed a check written to Niles college for 
tuition. When he asked the accountant about it, the accountant 

l p y aid that he/she does what he is told and Wally had told him to send 
a check each mo~ade copies of the checks. One of them 
is dated after 111111111111111· so the staff is even more upset about 
this. 

3. llllsaid that some of the staff have said that they would leave if Wally 
stays. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Sept. 19, 1989 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

1. called. He said that he gave all of the material to Wally 
and said that Wally should communicate it to me. 1111 is getting tired of 
being the middle-man on all of this. He also told the rest of the staff 
that he was not going to be the one to always blow the whistle and that 
if they had a problem with Wally then they should call me directly. 

2. 1111 said he told Wally that from now on he would keep the communications 
with him to a minimum. This seemed to upset Wally very much, butllll said 
that for all practical purposes, they haven 1 t been in communication anyway. 
Butllllllis tapering off with the idea of leaving in June. That is when his 
term ""'Wi'i 1 be up . 

if he thought he could hang on until then and he thought he 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Nov. 10, 1989 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

1. called. He wanted to know what the next step is. I told him 
that Wally was going to convene the staff, but he couldn't do it this week be
cause llllwas supposed to be on retreat. lllllsaid that Wally did mention it to 
him and they are supposed to meet next Wednesday. 

2. I told llllthat Wally will discuss the matter with them and then indicate 
that I want to meet with the staff just to bring closure. llllthought that that 
would be a good idea. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Nov. 16, 1989 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

1. Wally De Roeck called. He said he met with the staff yesterday and it 
went quite well. Wally wanted to alert me, however, to the fact that the staff 
seems to have a lot of anger at me. They do not think the whole thing was 
handled well. They had not expected to have a confrontation with Wally when 
I was there last August_ 

2. Wally said that he mentioned to the staff that I would like to meet with 
them for the sake of closure. First, they were somewhat negative about this. 
But eventually they changed and felt that they did want to have a meeting, 
but more for the opportunity to express their anger at me, rather than to 
listen to whatever I might have to say. I told Wally that that was perfectly 
OK by me. Wally said that he gave them the option of himself being present or 
absent and they suggested that he be present. We agreed on Dec. 4 at 1 :00 but 
Wally will have to get back to me to let me know if that date is acceptable to 
the staff. 

3. Wally said that still seems to be the angriest. llllis 
cynical towards the Church and towards authority figures and that might account 
for some of the problem. 

5. Wally said that talked to him personally after the staff 
meeting and doesn't be as an r at Wal1 any more. 

. Wally said that they had 
a very good conversation and, in a sense, extended to each other their apolo
gies for past problems, etc. llllalso indicated a willingness to be reconciled 
with Wally thought that this was interesting, 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Dec. 4, 1989 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

1. I met with the staff of St. John Berchmans today at the rectory. In addi-
tion to Wally and , present were 

2. The staff wondered whether they had done the right thing in raising the 
issue and I assured them that they had. The staff also raised objections to 
the process. 

3. said that the staff had been looking for an intervention and 
that is not what happened. They were upset that I had llllcome alone to meet 
with Wally. llllsaid that he felt very much like a victim when he was here in 
the office, etc. 

4. I assured the staff that if I had to do it all over again, I would follow· 
the same procedure. I did not think it would be fair to have the entire staff 
here, as it were, ganging up on Wally. On the other hand, if it was an 11 inter
vention11 in the technical sense of the word, that they were looking for, they 
should have made that clear to me. Whether or not llllused the word interven
tion when he first called, I definitely understood him to simply mean that some
one in authority has to intervene in the situation they were facing. I do not 
fancy myself as an expert in conducting interventions in the technical sense 
of the word, and had I known that that is what they were looking for, I would 
surely have gotten someone more expert than myself to handle it. 

5. Unfortunately, I think I was much too defensive throughout a good part of 
our discussion. I should have let the staff simply ventilate their feelings 
and anger, as I think I would have done more good. Eventually, I did shift 
gears a bit and began to empathize with their situation, the feelings that 
they were having, and I admitted that I h~d learned something from all of 
this -- namely, that I have to be much more sensitive to how the staff is 
feeling in situations like this and be more in touch with them. That was one 
of their criticisms -- namely, that they reported the situation and then pro
ceeded to hear nothing from me for the next several months. 

6. We did part on somewhat friendly terms. It was agreed that the staff 
would determine at its next meeting wh~ther or not they would need a facili
tator for them to continue working together. Some had expressed a definite 
need for this. 
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, ...... ·W. DeRoeck, 12/4/89 
'' 

page 2 

7. I told the staff that I wanted this meeting today in order to bring 
closure as far as m art in this is concerned. The seemed to a reciate 
that. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Dec. 8, 1989 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

1. I spoke to Wally today. He said that he is still working out things with 
staff members as individuals, and he was hoping that things would begin to 
improve. The staff did agree unanimously that they would like the services 
of Dr. Bacigalupo. There are 7 on the staff including Wally. I mentioned 
to Wally that it might be necessary for the staff to go to Dr. Bacigalupo's 
office, but in view of the fact that there are 7 of them, it might be easier 
for him to go to them. At any rate, I will call Dr. Bacigalupo and see if 
we can set something up. 

2. Wally said that the staff would like to begin after Jan. 1. He also asked 
about finances, as the parish would find this very difficult. I told him that 
if he is willing to do it under my auspices, I will see to it that the bills 
are sent directly to me, but that, of course, implies that I will also get 
periodical reports. That was fine with Wally. 

3. I called Dr. Bacigalupo at 4:15 P.M., and I left the message with his an
swering service to return my call. 
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REPORT ON Fr. Walter De Roeck 

We worked from 19 returned questionaires; all but 2 
said they were i~ leadership roles in the parish; some were 
unsigned, and we were not able to judge if they were actual 
staff members or not. The parish staff was quite large; we 
are quite sure that all received questionaires and the 
majority returned them. 6 of the 19 returned were definitely 
staff, and perhaps more. 16 of 19 said they have known the 
pastor for over 4 years. 3 see him daily; 15 at least 
weekly, and one just once a month. All feel he is in good 
health. 

The marks given to Fr. De Roeck were very high almost 
throughout the questionaires; there, however, were not too 
many written statements which would help us get a better 
picture in some unquestioned areas. When we mention an area 
of strength and an area of so-called weakness in the various 
sections there is often only a slight difference in the 
marks he received in the two areas. We feel that the survey 
should be very_ encouraging to Father De Roeck. 

In his role as teacher, Walter was seen to be very 
strong in his support of religious education not only in the 
school, pre-school areas but also in CCD. He definitely is 
interested in education. He, however, was rated lower when 
it came to adult religious education: there was a desire for 
more adult religious education and a regret that the adult 
religious education that is available is so poorly attended. 

In his role as spiritual guide, he was praised for his 
style of presiding at the Eucharist;. his homilies are 
appreciated; people felt that there is cohesion in the St. 
John's community. Some, however, were not so sure about the 
Pastor's imput into this community building; and he received 
lower marks in his relationships to others. Somewhere along 
the line, there must have been a couple of disagreements. He 
should encourage others to become more involved. 

I imagine it must be pleasing to any pastor to realize 
that his people view him as a community leader who is 
definitely interested in social outreach. He is praised·for 
his concern for the needy, as evidenced in his St. Vincent de 
Paul, pantry, and parish nurse programs. His administration 
is seen as concerned with those in the hospitals. Its · .:' 
weaknesses are found in the lack of approach to inactive 
parishioners and lack of welcome to newcomers.In these areas 
he received his lowest marks 
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In the section on comunication skills, he is rated very 
good at returning phone calls; he also is faithful in 
attending parish functions. His lower marks come from his 
relationship to his staff; the staff is perceived as not 
getting along so 

We feel that St. John Berchman Parish likes its pastor; 
we encourage him to remain as pastor £cir a second term. He 
has had problems with his staff, but the staff has changed 

·quite a bit in its members giving Walter the chance to start 
anew with them. He feels inadequate in the Spanish language, 
and we encourage him to make a renewed effort to learn it 
better because his parish is 70 percent Spanish sur-named. 
His lack of fluent Spanish, however, was not overly 
emphasized in the questionaires. Finally, we congratulate 
Fr. De Roeck for his good work which is an inspiration to 
the one who wrote this report. 
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-----------~ -·------------

PEOPLE WHO RECEIVED EVALUATION FORMS 

Staff: 

Parishioners: 

, Deacon 
, Early Childhood Director 

, Youth Minister 
School Principal 
, DRE 
ealth Nurse 

111111, Parish Secretary 

, Hispanic Leaders 
Ministers of Care 

, Women's Guild 
, Education Commission 
Administration Commission 

, Grammar School Faculty 
chool Board 

, Finance Committee 
shers/Ministers of Hospitality 

CCD 
, Liturgy Committee 

oly Name 
, Athletic Association 

, Carnival 
, Money Counters 
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**** PASTOR APPLICATIONS **** 
====$======================================================================== 

St. Linus I Oak Lawn 

=====================================================================~======= 

APPLICANTS PROFILE REQUESTS fJl~ 
\...=========================================================================~=== 

I~~ ID/q)qQ 

Rev. Walter ~ Roeck '71 
St. Jolm Berclmms 
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**** PASTOR APPLICATIONS **** 
====•======================================================================== 

============================~~==~~~ll!==~~Wi~==============================~~~ 
APPLICANTS PROFILE REQUESTS /7 , 

============================================================================= 

Rev. Walter lli Roeck '71 
St. John Berclmms 
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Newly Ol:dainerlfRPsident site List 

AP.PKNED CDIDITI<H\ITN 1/12/90 
NEWLY ORDAINED (Full Ti.Ire Associate) 

NEWLY ORDAINED RESIDENT 

ELIMINATED 1/12/90 

III-5 st. John Berchmans * Yes-De Roeck 

( *) SIGNIFIES EI'IHER ASSOCIATE OR RESIDENT 

01-18-90/ljb 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Jan. 22, 1990 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

3. Wally inquired about Wally was 
concerned, since Clete Kiley was chairman of my department and now is rector at 
Nil es. He wondered if Cl ete had any information about--that would influ
ence his judgement on him out there. I assured Wally ~te has no knowledge 
whatever of this. Nor does anyone else other than myself, , and 
••••. I have never reported anything to either Jim Roache, Cl ete Kiley, 
or the Cardinal. I told him that basically I never report to Clete and that is 
the way Clete wants it from the very beginning. I went through the entire file 
while talking to Wally and there is not a single memo indicating that anyone 
other than myself is aware of the-·tuation. This seemed to put Wally at ease. 
I told him that if for any reason did have a problem out there, Wally 
ought to get in touch with me. 
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Department of Personnel Services 
Office of Appraisal and 

Evaluation 
(312) 566-6401 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF ArrRAISAL AND EVALUATIO"i 

c/o University of St. Mary of the Lake 

'.'vlundelein, IL 60060 

TO: Rev. Francis S. Rog, Dean 

FROM: Rev. Edward F. Upton, Director 
Off ice of Appraisal and Evaluation 

DATE: January 23, 1990 

SUBJECT: First Term Pastors 
Term Ending January through May, 1991 
Rev. Walter G. De Reeck 

The priest listed above was named a pastor in the 
first quarter of 1985 (January through May) . His 
term of office will be completed in the first 
quarter of 1991. I am beginning the evaluation 
process. 

The first step in the process is for the Dean to 
select a team manager. Once you have secured a 
team manager, you are asked to inform him. I will 
then write the pastor and tell him the evaluation 
process is beginning. He then selects another 
priest to assist the team manager in the evaluation 
process. The pastor must also agree to the team 
manager you have selected. 

Once the two priests' coordinators have been 
selected, the team manager takes responsibility for 
the process. 

Can you get the team manager's name back to me by 
February 1, 1990? If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call me at Mundelein, 
312-566-6401 or at my new office: 

EFU/kk 
Enclosure 

Off ice of Appraisal and Evaluation 
25 West Chicago Avenue 
Chicago, IL. 60610 
312-944-7790 
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Department of Personnel Services 
Office of Appraisal and 

Evaluation 
(312) 566-6401 

PRIEST: 

TERM ENDS: 

TEAM 

DATE: 

DEAN: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF APPRAISAL AND EVALUATION 

c/o University of St. Mary of the Lake 

Mundelein, IL 60060 

Rev. Walter G. De Roeck, St. John Berchmans 

February, 1991 

Please return to Rev. Edward F. Upton by February 1, 1990. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R_ Goedert) 
Off: (312) 642-1837 

DATE: Feb. 6, 1990 

RE: Walter de Roeck 

1 . Her work number is Her home 
Youth Minister at St. John Berchmans. 

However, something happened 
yesterday that really upset her. St. John Berchmans had been receiving 
$237,000 in subsidy and they were notified that it was going to be cut in 
half. This meant that $139,000 had to be cut out of their own budgets. 
The meeting they had yesterday was to look into what these cuts ought to 
be, etc. 

3. reported at the meeting that Fr. De Reeck had approached · 
him previously and indicated that his contract may not be renewed. Ill is the 
DRE. Wally mentioned that the reason the contract may not be renewed was both 
because of the necessary cut in subsidy and also because of the conflict that 
had existed between and himself. It upset the staff very much that Wally 
would have taken a unilateral action like that~ particularly since the whole 
purpose of the meeting was to determine where the cuts ought to be. 

fully believes she herself wi 11 a 1 so be cut. Furthermore, 
definitely in his last months and will be leavin 

e sa1 at t ere s Just something not right about the way things are 
going. She is afraid that now Wally has an excuse for getting rid of al1 those 
who opposed him and she is beginning to suspect that the probtem_for Wally is 
much bigger than he has owned up to. There seems to be a lot of denial still 
going on. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF APPRAISAL AND EVALUATION 

-25 West Chicago Avenue 

Department of Personnel Seroices 
Telephone: (312) 944-7790 

February 20, 1990 

Rev. Walter G. De Reeck 
St. John Berchmans 
2517 West Logan Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60647 

Dear Wally: 

Chicago, Illinois 60610 

I am writing regarding your participation in the evaluation 
process for pastors. As you know, your term of office will 
end in 1991. 

As Director of the Office of Appraisal and Evaluation, I have 
some convictions about this process which I would like to 
share. I hope they set a context for the evaluation. 

My first conviction is about the role of pastor. In 
Coordinatina Parish Ministries (A publication written by the 
Department of Personnel Services, 1987), the role of pastor 
is defined: 

"The pastor serves the Christian community 
by sharing with them graces which God has 
given him and which are revealed in his 
spirituality and leadership, as well as in 
his limitations and inadequacies. 'To be' 
means 'to be with'"· 

You have a critical and demanding role in the life of our 
community. I hope the process enhances your role. 

The second conviction revolves around the evaluation 
process. The National Association of Church Personnel 
Administrators in a handbook on performance appraisal, 
describes the appraisal process. They suggest it to be: 

"supportive of people" (so those involved 
are affirmed and challenged) and is 
"implemented in a flexible way" (so the 
process is able to serve the individual). 
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.. 
Thus, the context out of which I work is to encourage your 
role as pastor, and to provide a structure to affirm, 
support and challenge. Hopefully, you will be renewed to 
continue your ministry in newer and more effective ways. 

The evaluation process is more fully explained on the 
enclosed sheet. The first step is for you to approve the 
team manager selected by the Dean. Francis Rog selected Ed 
Maloney as your team manager. If you have any concern 
about that selection, please indicate on the form. You are 
asked to select one priest to work with Ed in conducting 
the evaluation. 

Your staff and twelve to fifteen lay leaders, whom you 
designate, will be asked to complete evaluation forms. The 
evaluation team will discuss and share this material as 
well as the final report. Copies of the final report will 
be given to the Dean, Vicar and the Diocesan Priests' 
Personnel Board and my office. 

At the time you apply for renewal of your term, the Vicar 
and Dean will be asked to support your reappointment. 

I ask that you return the blue form as soon as possible. 
The process will continue when I receive this information. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Edward F. Upton, Director 
Off ice of Appraisal and Evaluation 

cc: Rev. Francis Rog, Dean 
Rev. Edward Maloney, Team Manager 
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4-------- -~IJ"Ji'•·.:..:..:.-. 

NAME: Rev. 'alter G. De Roeck 

PARISH: St. JQhn Berchmans 

PLEASE SELECT THE NAME OF ONE PRIEST YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
SERVE ON YOUR EVALUATION TEAM. 

ALTERNATE: -..uR_e:_v_. _M_1 ....... (S_f-_ _..;...;H~~-tt.._J1_~_t.J ___ _ 

THE EVALUATION TEAM MANAGER SELECTED BY YOUR DEAN IS: 

REV. EDWARD MALONEY 

IF FOR SOME REASON YOU WOULD PREFER SOMEONE RATHER THAN THE 
ABOVE ON YOUR TEAM, PLEASE NOTIFY OUR OFFICE. 

PLEASE RETURN IlN ENCLOSED ENVELOPE WITHIN 10 DAYS TO: 

SIGNATURE: 

DATE: 

OFFICE OF APPRAISAL AND EVAIDATION 
25 WEST CHICAGO AVENUE 

CHICAGO, IL 60610 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF APPRAISAL AND EVALUATION 

25 West Chicago Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Department of Personnel Services 
Telephone: (312) 944-7790 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Rev. Edward Maloney 

FROM: Rev. Edward F. Upton, Director 
Off ice of Appraisal and Evaluation 

SUBJECT: Evaluation Process: First Term Pastors 

DATE: March 5, 1990 

Rev. Walter De Roeck is concluding his first term as 
Pastor. The evaluation process is beginning. 

The Dean has asked you to serve as Team Manager. I 
presume you have agreed. Father Michael Rodriguez has 
been selected by Father De Roeck to work with you on 
the team. 

In order to review the process, as well as serve as 
resources to one another, I would like to invite you to 
a meeting: 

Monday, March 19, 1990 
1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Office of Appraisal 

and Evaluation 
25 West Chicago Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 

At this meeting, I will also distribute the evaluation 
materials. Please call my office at 312-944-7790 to 
R.S.V.P. If you are unable to attend, please call me 
and we can arrange an alternate method to distribute 
the materials. 

Please accept my thanks for your work in this process. 

cc: Rev. Francis Rog, Dean 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE O~ CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: March 5, 1990 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

But the next day when she met 
with Wally he said that he had to cut $139,000 from the budget. told 
him that she presumed that she would be cut, though she wanted to stay on until 
June, and even after that she was quite willing to volunteer her services. But 
Wally said that "the Staff and I" decided not to renew the contact and he did 
not want me to volunteer either. This left in shoe~ asked him if. 
it had anything to do with the previous confrontation over 11111111 He insisted 
that it did not and that this was a professional judgement. 

2. said that will be meeting with Wally tomorrow, March 
6. When she asked the Staff whether the were aware of the firin the indi
cated that the were not. 

3. says that she is not trying to reclaim her job~ especially since 
she knows she cannot work with Wally. But she fears for what Wally is doing 
to the parish and the Staff. He told that he wouldn't be able to pay 

thin at all from the parish for her services. And if he decides to let 
o and with leavin in June,·•••••••• 

. She said that the trust 
eve is so ow and the staff members feel that·Wally is simply acting out of 

reaction to the previous confrontation and just usi·ng the budgetary problem as 
an excuse. 

4. 11111111 said the next Staff meeting is March 14. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF APPRAISAL AND EVALUATION 

25 West Chicago Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Department of Personnel Services 
Telephone: (312) 944-7790 

TO: 

FROM: 

MEMORANDUM 

Rev. Michael P. Rodriguez 

Rev. Edward F. Upton, Director 
Office of Appraisal and Evaluation 

SUBJECT: Evaluation Process: First Term Pastors 

DATE: March 7, 1990 

Rev. Walter De Reeck is concluding his first term as 
Pastor. The evaluation process is beginning. 

The Pastor has asked you to serve on the evaluation 
team. I presume you have agreed. Father Edward 
Maloney is the Team Manager. 

In order to review the process, as well as serve as 
resources to one another, I would like to invite you to 
a meeting: 

Monday, March 19, 1990 
1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Off ice of Appraisal 

and Evaluation 
25 West Chicago Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 

At this meeting, I will also distribute the evaluation 
materials. Please call my office at 312-944-7790 to 
R.S.V.P. If you are unable to attend, please call me 
and we can arrange an alternate method to distribute 
the materials. 

Please accept my thanks for your work in this process. 

cc: Rev. Francis S. Rog, C.R., Dean 
Rev. Edward Maloney, Team Manager 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: March 8, 1990 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

1. called. ) He said that he met with Wally on Tuesday 
and Wally said that there was not enough money available to pay for him, so he 
would not be able to renew ••s contract. 

2. - said that the relationships with- is continuing, though not on 
St. John Berchmans 1 premises. -feels~unfair that Wally is making these 
decisions unilaterally, as he is letting go everyone who seemed to be on the 
opposite side of the issue with him. •feels that once the parishioners become 
aware of what is happening, they will be upset. 

3. -wasn 1 t sure if I was the one to whom they should go. I told - that 
technically the local Dean and Vicar should be the ones who should handle this 
kind of situation. However, since I have been involved, I would certainly be· 
willing to meet with the Staff, if that was their~wish. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHIC.t..GO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: April 19, 1990 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

Wally felt very good about his rela-

2. The otherse were O.K. to one degree or another but the toughest of all was 
. llllcame...r:i,9ht out and said that he thought Wally should leave 

the parish. I discussed 1111 a bit with Wally. I said if Wally was going to 
leave the parish, that's his decision. On the other hand, if he intends to stay 
on and especially to take another term, he will have to build up a staff that 
is willing and able to work with him. It appears that -doesn't respect 
Wally enough to work effectively with him and the fact that he stood up at a 
public meeting and publicly challenged Wally would indicate that he should no 
longer serve on the staff. In my mind that represents insubordination which 
should not be tolerated. 

3. Wally said that he promised the staff he would have weekly meetings with 
each one individually. He did not want to continue the haphazard sort of 
way in which staff meetings were held. Wally said the Bisho~ Rodriguez and 
Frank Rog both thought that should go and apparently they are 
going to meet with him themselves. Wally felt that they were both very 
supportive of him. 
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~+Columbus 
2520 North Lakeview Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 60614 
(312) 883-7300 

May 9,1990 

Hospital 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago, 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center 
155 East Superior 
Chicago. Illinois, 60611 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin: 

I wrote you in February about the merging of St. Ludmilla Parish and St. 
Casimir Parish. I am the Director of the Parish Nurs~ ·Program sponsored 
by the Columbus-Cabrini Medical Center. We currently have five nurses 
working in inner city parishes (St. John Berchman, SL Ludmilla, 
Providence of God,, St. Vincent DePaul, and the· Chicago Uptown Ministry,. 
a Lutheran sponsored worship/social service community). We have been 
in each of these parishes for almost four years. 

It has come to my attention in the last few months through my conver-
sations with , the Parish Nurse at St. John's, that the 
conflicts caused by communication problems between the pastor, 
Father Walter DeRoeck, and the parish staff continue to linger and affect 
the atmosphere and ability of the staff to work in a vital way .in the parihs. 
I know information regarding this situation has been communicated to · 
FAther Raymond Goedert by the parish staff. While some action is being 
taken, it does seem that the focus of change is primarily directed to 
the parish staff. They are being asked by those involved in the faciliatation 
process to accomodate to Fatehr DeRoeck's leadership style rather than 
have their question as to the appropriateness of his continued appointment 
in this parish at this time tak~n seriously. 

We have very much liked having 11111111 working at St. John's. She 
has found the staff to be interested in the building of a parish community, 
and to extend themselves to the larger needs of families. However, the 
internal conflicts which have surfaced thi~ past year have taken a lot of 
precious service time and staff momentum,. iricluding her own. I do hope 
there can be an enlightened resolution to this situation before the summer 
vacation begins. 

Columbus-Cabrini ~ledical Center • .\lissionary Sisters of the Sacred Hean of Jesus 
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I am enclosing an article by Harvey Cox which appea_rs in the current 
issue of Cross Currents. He speaks of the 11 spiritua 1 awakening, a renewa.l of 
hope and energy going on among those who, although once muffled or ignored, 
now raise their theological voices. 11 I imagine more mergings and 
closings will take place in the near future. I do hope that the 
implications of crisis decisions will take into account the sources of 
vitality among us, that come from.other cultural groups of persons, that 
will be lost to the Chicago Church and the American Church if systemic 
changes are not considered along with ftnancial realities. 

Thank-you for a.nswering my last letter. And thank-you for any attention 
you might give ·this situation. 

OSF 
Director, Parish Nurse Program 

cc: Father Walter DeRoeck, Father Raymond Goedert, 

AOC 012355 



)> 
0 
(") 

0 
..lo. 
l\J 
w 
U"I 
en 

CONTENTS: Vol. XXXIX, No. 4 .. 
NTS Artides 

1J"'Edi1on 
ming ham 
Cu11nec.·11 

c! Editors 
ningham 
M. Crati 
c:un11~en 
d'Heurk 
~ lJooh;rn 
Fiore1ua 
t'<m1i11dl 
I CilliKan 
;iurlanda 
Hei11eKK 

:_akeland 
·:Oermotl 
ee Mille1 
iO'Hric-11 
Pa11ikka1 

m Ro11:.i11 
~Jll Whit(_' 

Manager 
ira Pagan 

S (ISSN 
hed <1uar-
1r, $22.50 
· 3 years; 

Conver
·' College, 
,522.0ut· 
Jr for for· 
dasspost
erry, New 
11 mailing 
'ER: Send 
> CROSS 
' College. 
0522. 

unications 
~ross Cur
~e, Dobbs 
hone:914-

A. by A-R 
1ing Way, 
7. 
·s is a\'ail
nly)on mi
~uiries, in
k volumes, 
1films, 313 
·bor, Mich. 
y Con\'er-

\ 

" .. , 

Thcolog\' fr11111 1 ht· L.' 11dnsicle 

Hcill).( Lrn1eh·-Di111e11si1111s 
of thL' Shon S1111s 

l\rij.(il of Kild:m·: :\ S1ucl\' 
in 1hc l.i111i11alit\· 11! 

HARVEY, COX 385 

REAMY JANSEN 391 

Won1e11\ Spirit~1<1l Power EDWARD C. SELLNER 402 

Prophecy in Exile ROSEMARY HAUGHTON 420 
Wahn Dirk~-: 1111111;111 Wiscl<Jm 

and Poli1ical Thcol11g\' 

Marriagc/Eu1·J1;1ris1/S1>cialism 
RLDOLF 's1i!bERT 431 

WALTER DIRKS 442 

Persperti\Ts 

Lati11 Alllcrica11 Spiri1uali1~· \ ERNEST W. RANLY 458 
Liberal ion Pedagog~·: 

R. Eric O'C:o1111or and the 
Thom<1s ~Ion· Institute ca:ORG~~ ANASTAPLO 463 

Books 

The Silence of the Buddha TYSON ANDERSON 469 

The Church and the Arts LINDA-MARJE D~LHOFF 471 

The Univc1·se Speaks Out EUGENE FONTINELL 472 
The Ressuree1io11 and 

Contemp1ll"a1·\' Experie11ce 

Larger Visions 

Motherinl:{ and Empo\\'ermem 

Peace and .Jus1ice Studies 

Practical Theolol:{y 

Muriel Spark's Vision 
of the Real 

Helen ls1H1lsk \' and 
lhe Tl1ird Hour 

Human "lalurc ;md Praxis 

Beyond Cleric;d/La>• Visions 

The Hope of Nations 

PAUL GIURLANDA 

CAROLYN M. CRAFT 

LEONA W. FISHER 

MARTIN C. FE1.~GUS 

ROBERT L. KINAST 

BRETT W. AVERITT 

FLORENCE'DAVIS 

HUGH LACEY 

LEONARD DOOHAN 

EDWARD C. PAPA 
The Chrn-ch in Cuba TENNANT C. WRIGHT 
The Objective Validity 

of Moral Principles GEORGE E. McCARTHY 
The Text that Spoke GEORGE AICHELE, JR. 
Trinity and Liberation LEONARD DOOHAN 
BrieHy Noted 

Index tu Vol. XXXIX 

475 

477 

480 

481 

484 

485 

487 

489 

492 

493 

494 

496 

499 

502 

508 

511 

THEOLOGY FROM THE UNDERSIDE 

"By virtue of the authority delegated to me, I confer on you the degree of 
Master of Theological Studies, Master of Divinity, Master of Theology, or 
Doctor of Theology, and declare that you are well prepared to foster the 
health and vitality of the communities of faith." 

These are the words intoned by the President of the University on 
Commencement Day, as he bestows degrees on the graduates of this 
school. I repeat them here today not to attempt some seizure of power, 
but to remind us as we begin our year's work., that our purpose at HDS 
is to foster the health and vitality of communities of faith. I want to speak today 
about the responsibility of fostering (a word derived from the Old English 
for feeding), and about the natu,·e of the communities whose health we 
seek to foster. Since by their nature faith communities have a certain par~ 
ticularity I will refer mainly to one in which I live, trusting you will make 
whatever emendation you need for yours. 

How does one foster the health of communities of faith? Our faith tra
dition has a clear answer. Health and vitality come not from us, but from 
God, from the activity of the Spirit. That is fortunate for us. We are not 
called upon to create health or pump up vitality, but to foster something 
that is already going on. This means we have to be alert to the sources of 
health. Where are they? 

No one at Harvard Divinity School can be unaware that the theologies 
most of us were raised on are under siege. Their methods, agendas, and 
assumptions are being radically questioned. Not, however, by some rival 
divinity faculty or schismatic school of clerics; no, the most sustained and 
engaging critique is coming from those sectors of our faith communities 
that have-until quite recently-been silenced or shoved to the margin, 
or otherwise excluded from the theological enterprise. It is coming, for 
example, from Christians in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, from mi
nority churches, from feminist theology. 

We all know how much this critique has fostered the intellectual health 
and vitality of our school. What we do not always recognize, however, is 

HARVEY Cox is Victor S. Thomas Professor of Divinity at Harvard Divinity School 
and author of The Silencing of Leonardo Boff and The Seduction of the Spirit. This ar
ticle is the slightly edited text of the convocation address he gave at the Divinity 
School, Sept. 20, 1989. 
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that this uprising of repressed voices is the intellectual expression of a more 
comprehensive reality-a, spiritual awakeµing, a, renewal of hope and 
·energy .. -going on among those who,.althciugh once muffled or ignored, 
now raise their theological voices. The health and vitality of the Christian 
community of faith (and I suspect this may also be true for other faith 
communities) is not "trickling down" from the top. It is seeping up from 
the bottom and surging in from the edges. The blooming vitality of such 
previously denigrated regions'in our faith communiti.:!s supplies the in
dispen~able religious and social base without which the critical theologies 
we read would never have appeared. This helps explain why the most an
imating new insights in our field are coming from what Gustavo Gutierrez 
calls "the underside of history." ;, · 

The underside has always been there, though not always noticed. Last 
summer I visited the medieval priory church of Great Malvern, a village 
in the English midlands. There I discovered something called "miseri
cords," pictorial wood carvings on the underside of the seats used by the 
monks in the choir. The name is derived from the Latin for "mercy," since 
the seats had front edges on which, when swivelled up, the long-suffering 
monks could rest their weary haunches during the.interminable services. 
Unlike the stained glass and the statuary, which celebrates coronations 
and ascensions, these misericords depict scenes from everyday life
raking grain, scything hay, harvesting acorns for the hogs. One shows an 
angry wife who has just lugged a heavy pail of water from the well and 
is upbraiding her lazy husband warming himself idly by the fire. 

An architectural metaphor?· While the monks gazed upward at the 
stained glass archangels and the towering thrones, and chanted their Lau
dates and Te Deums, under their bottoms-literally-the earthy reality 
of seasonal changes, farm animals and domestic jostling k.ept them from 
collapsing in a heap. 

The underside is not only a source of vitality; it also provides the 
grounding without which theologies soar into lofty ethcreality. 

The poets join in too, often using languages drawn from a faith tra
dition both to assail its complicity with injustice and to spin out a dream 
of something better. Here is "The Good Mass," by the Latin American 
poet Jorge Debravo, a Catholic and a guerilla who was killed at 29: 

Nostros Hombres 

Let us celebrate 
the Mass of love this morning. 
We shall make a host 
of corn meal, flour, and hope 
On a rocky ledge, 
in the bowels of a hill, 
we shall consecrate the hose of life 
and the wine of right .. ' 

" 
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We shall all be priests, all, 
the high and the low. 
And we shall all eat the host of love 
like warm animals. 
We shall invite everyone to the Mass: 
children, the aged, prisoners, 
pilots and mechanics, 
archbishops and laborers ... 

Notice how, like the rnisericords, this poem invokes the commonplace, the 
beasts and the earth, and how it punctuates grandiose hierarchies with its 
imagery of equality. · 

Our convocation music provides a melodic metaphor for the repressed 
voices of another era. These songs of praise were originally composed not 
for choirs to perform but for whole congregations to sing. Further they 
were created not by trained composers but by tinkers and peddlers who 
wanted to praise the Lord with a joyous sound. For years they were sung 
by New England congregations, until trained professional music masters, 
returning from their studies in Europe, insisted that such vociferous chir
ruping was unseemly. They imported chorales; and the music we are en
joying today was driven from the churches, to take refuge in remote rural 
areas where it is still sung today and from whence it is being retrieved by 
such groups as Nurumbega Harmony. It also reminds us that theologies 
from the underside often arrive in non-discursive idioms-through sagas 
and stories, protests and processions. So unless we learn how to read such 
signals, we will miss the message. As the Filipino theologian Edicio de la 
Torre says, "if you want to know our theology, listen to our songs." 

The underside theology that is trying to make itself heard today car
ries, I believe, an indispensable current of health and vitality that we ig
nore at our peril. But how could we possibly miss it? The danger, how
ever, is not that we will criticize it-no worthwhile theology ever suffered 
from robust criticism-the danger is that we will compare and contrast, 
classify and categorize, that we will hear the message and not be changed. 
For it is the vitalizing message of these theologies that the purpose of our 
faith communities is to claim the promise of God's justice for all the earth's 
peoples, whether inside or outside the church, in the teeth of the oppo
sition of those who deny it. 

So the theology from the underside poses the awkward questions of 
power, and of theology's inevitable involvement in the nasty realities of 
power. An old Navajo woman in a recent collection of Native American 
tales says ruefully, "those who tell the stories rule the world." The ques
tion her statement raises, one that exposes the myth of theological or ac
ademic neutrality, is whose stories will be heard, and whose will go un
heard? In a world where power is so unequally distributed, we have the 
responsibility to help make these stories heard. Divinity schools have some 
of the skills to make a difference. Often underside theologies come to us 
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in, unsystematic, inchoate form, or at least in a form that seems inchoate 
to us. We can help draw auention to them if we learn their codes a_nd 
translate,them into idioms the people around us can grasp. Underside 
theologies have often been ignored in the past, not because they were not 
worth att~nding to, but bee a use generations of theologizing without them 
had so narrowed our pei-ception that we did not recogni.~e them as the
ologies. Yet they are theologies-more or les_s consistent constructions of 
God, good and evil, human destiny and cosmic purpose. We can be thank
ful that some members of our faculty are beginning to help us appreciate 
them as theologies. We are learning, for example, that the pictures may 
be as important as the words, that the fiesta may bear as much meaning 
as the sermon, and that the lilt of the music may carry more freight than 
the lyrics. We are taking small steps toward a mode of theologizing that, 
as Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza said here last year, would. ·'no long~r con
stitute itself by excluding the religious experience and theologicahoices 
of the subordinated." 

I sometimes ask myself, was Jesus a teacher of theology? I think he was, 
among other things, and we could learn something from his pedagogical 
approach, but we may sometimes be embarrassed by the company he 
kept. It was usually not people like us. In fact, he is reportf:l.l to have scan
dalized his contemporaries by consorting with prostitutes and publicans, 
with the religiously impure and the politically suspect. Why did he keep 
such company? Could it be .. that he wanted to direct the attention of those 
he encountered to the underside of his own society and to the Reign of 
God that he saw appearing among the outcasts of this time? I think the 
answer is yes, and if we are concerned to foster the health and vitality of 
communi~ies of faith, it is hard to improve on his example. 

If our purpose is lo make God's justice visible in the W{lrld, then why 
do we bother with communities of faith? We must reajize from the outset 
that the purpose of faith communities is not to foster their ,'Jum health and 
vitality. That would be introverted churchiness at its worst.. Let us rather 
put it this way: the purpose of communities of faith is to foster the health 
and vitality of the world, to foster-now using a more traditional term with 
dose ties to the words for health and wholeness-to foster the world's sal
vation. So the vitality of the faith community, however imjmrtant, is only 
instrumental. Its purpose is strictly secondary to what theologians used 
to call the "messia dei," the purpose of God, which is to b. ing the whole 
creation to its fulfillment and to make visible God's Shalom, "on earth as 
it is in heaven." And this is the purpose, too, of the people of God. But 
this means we must take note of another "underside," the 99% of our faith 
communities made up of what we call the "laity," a word that simply 
mearis the Laos theon, the people of God. 

This is why it is especially important that we who teact- and study at 
divinity, si:hools avoid drawing too many close parallels with the other 
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"professional schools" of the university. We are similar in some ways, but 
not in others, to our colleagues and fellow students in, say, the Law 
School, the Business School or the School of Medicine. The difference is 
that we live in a closer degree of kinship to the people we serve in com
munities of faith. They are not our clients, nor our patients, and despite 
what one might deduce from the touching dramas of TV evangelists, they 
are not our customers. Therefore, when we draw on these other worthy 
enterprises for metaphors to make sense of our own, we do considerable 
damage to the understanding of our mission. 

The members of these faith commun~tie.s are our sisters and brothers, 
our fathers and mothers, our ministers and our teachers. We are joined 
in a network of entanglements with them that is more multi-faceted than 
any that language drawn from the legal, medical or business world can 
quite encompass. It is a bond our traditions have described with similes 
such as "household of faith" and "mystical body." They are our "fellow 
pilgrims" and 'joint-heirs." They are, to recall a trope Jesus himself once 
used, our "friends." 

Too often our reliance on the language of the "professional school" 
makes us forget that the ministry of the church (and here I am still speak
ing about my own tradition) is the task of all the people of God. There 
are varieties of gifts, as St. Paul puts it ... "some are called to be apostles, 
some prophets, some pastors and teachers for the equipping of the people 
of God for their service in the world." Whatever faults St. Paul may have 
had, he was not a clericalist. But at divinity schools we still sometimes talk 
about "ministry" as though it were the prerogative of an educated or pro
fessional elite, as though somehow it is we who minister to the laity. But 
St. Paul puts it just the other way around. It is the people of God who do 
the work of ministry, and we are their equippers. And this makes sense. 
If God's shalom of justice and peace is to become more visible in the sec
ular world, it will clearly be those who live and work in that world who 
will make it so. We in C.:ivinity schools should not be toning ourselves up 
to be the star performers; we are the trainers and prompters for the peo
ple out front. Of course, that can sometimes make us jealous, but that is 
not a new problem. In the 11th chapter of the Book of Numbers we are 
told that one day someone ran in to Moses to report indignantly that El
dad and Medad were prophesying in the camp, whereupon Joshua the 
son of Nun said, "Mose~. my Lord, stop them!" Moses's answer is instruc
tive. "Are you jealous on my account?" he asks, "I wish that all the Lord's 
people were prophets." 

I believe that in the most important sense of the word, all the Lord's 
people are prophets. All bear the responsibility for discerning the signs 
of the times, for bringi~1g moral insight to bear in the intricate decisions 
of professional and political life, for enacting in the public sector the 
.reconciling Shalom of the Spirit. Especially when we begin to talk about 
"values and public policy," it is important to remember that ultimately 
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it will not be theological professionals who link values and policies, it 
will be laity. 

In this area, we at Harvard Divinity School have made a small start. In 
a series of conferences, we have begun welcoming into our previously es
oteric conversation the people who live their day-to-day lives in the ed
itorial offices and labs and courts and TV studios and clinics-at least for 
short periods of time. We could do much more and for longer periods. 
Let us not be jealous of the El dads and Medads of the world: "would that 
all the Lord's people were prophets." 

I have linked my two points together: we foster the vitality of the com
munities of faith so that the whole People of God can foster the health and 
wholeness of the world, the best objective of God's love and Shalom. It 
is time for what teachers of preaching som~t.imes call the "closing hom
iletical clincher." A recurrent image in the Bible is that of sleepers who 
need to be awakened-like those monks who gratefully leaned their pos
teriors on the misericords, but sometimes, of course, dozed off. However, 
when they did, the hinged seat would slam dc;vn with a resounding bang; · 
everyone would know right away which unlucky friar had slipped over 
the border from meditation to hibernation. 

Today sharp bangs-in the church and c.·utside it-are again being 
heard all over the land. Once comfortable snoozers are being rudely 
awakened, because the underside just won't stay put. I conclude, there
fore, with a cheerful word from St. Paul, whi.:h could help us welcome 
this boisterous clamor from the underside not as a threat, but as a source 
of health and vitality: "Remember the hour. It is time to awaken out of 
sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed" (Rom.) 
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Ott: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: May 17, 1990 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

l. Wally called just to bring me up to date. H~ said that re-
signed on Tuesday, May 15. Evidently he was offered a job by at Our 
Lady of Mercy. This surprised Wally, as it seemed as though he and llllwere 
beginning to work things out. But evidentlyllll received a memo from Bishop 
Rodriguez and Frank Rog that didn't sit well with him. 

2. In addition to~ Wally also wonders aboutllll. Wally said 
that he talked to ............. about this and her letter to the Cardinal. 
All in all, it would appear as though the only one that seems to be still on 
board is . Wally is somewhat ambivalent about all of this. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET. SUiTE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: Cardinal Bernardin 

FROM: Rev. Raymond Goedert ~(~ 
DATE: May 26, 1990 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

1. I received a copy of 's letter to you, dated May 9, 1990. 
In her letter, she raises questions about the situation at St. John Berchmans. 
I have been involved with this parish since August 8, 1989. There was uite 
a bit of conflict within the staff 

Perhaps you have already 
t just want to mention to 

In the mean time, should encourage 
to make sure she brings up her concerns in the meetings that the staff has 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/01/1990 

Page 375 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. Walter De Roeck '71 & : contacted Don Nevins to 
express cx:>ncerns that they were not goin;J to get an associate 
an:i that they were removed from the open list. Don assured them 
that they still may get an associate an:i they also have the 
possibility of gettin;J a resident. 

IV. Acceptance of Agenda: Accepte::i 8 - 0 

v. Business: 

A. 

Page 3 of 11 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Sister -: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

June 7, 1990 

Thank you for your letter of May 9, 1990, in which you asked me to 
see what could be done to facilitate the parish situation at Saint John 
Berchmans. 

As mentioned, Father Ra mond Goedert has been involved in this 

It would be 
up her concerns - Thank you, too, , for the article you included with 
your letter. I understand the concerns you have regarding the closing 
of parishes and do appreciate your comments. 

Please join me in prayer that there will be a fair resolution to 
the situation at Saint John Berchmans. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~.~ 
(/;rc[~~~hop of Chicago 

Sister O.S.F. 
Director, Parish Nurse Program 
Columbus Hospital 
2520 North Lakeview Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60614 

cc: Reverend Raymond E. Goedert tf!I""" 

AOC 012363 



. . 
FORM A 

PASTOR ~ft;~ /}Qf ~ DATE._~t-_/_-~f_O __ _ 

PARISH___..4-~--.4'-fl--L_. __ ~------ EPISCOPAL VICAR fff!?~ CM/-

). } 17 fv kp ;14) DEAN ~ /&:d, 11-g C~ · ADDRESS 

EVALUATION TEAM: 1. ~~~ 
2. £,~~ 

APPRAISAL FORMS FILLED OUT BY: 

i!tf TqN 

// 

fJ 

/I 

(If there are more, please list on other side) 
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GUIDELINES - WRITTEN REPORT 

Part I - Statistical Data 

Use the tabulation guide to summarize the data. In each section, 
teacher/spiritual guide/community leader/ organizational leader, 
determine two strengths as well as two areas of growth. 

Part II - Summary Report 

A. Overview 

For this section, please answer the following questions: 
4 r r., -- L{ 3 (J-0 

1. Who completed the report - percent staff/percent parishioners. 

2. Giv~ the average length of time they have known the pastor. 

3. What percent of those forms distributed are represented in the 
final results? 

Any other overview insights would be heipful. Attach Form A. 

B. Evaluation - Pastor 

In narrative style, please indicate the overall strengths as well 
as limits which surface from the data regarding the pastor. In 
each of these categories, please try to describe how the people 
and/or staff perceive the pastor in these roles. 

C. Evaluation - Parish 

In narrative style, please describe in some detail the direction, 
Vitality, and significant activities of the parish. 

1. What are the strengths of the parish, with regard to programs and 
to characteristics (location, population, facilities, etc.)? 

2. What are the weaknesses of the parish, with regard to programs 
and to characteristics? 

3. Are there programs or other activities not presently engaged in 
by the parish which should be initiated? 

4. Are there programs or other activities presently engaged in by 
the parish which should be terminated or redesigned? 
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. . ' 

D. Overall Themes 

As you read the comments, review the reports, etc. what overall 
themes emerge? 

For example, tone - welcoming style 
5I(jI1ificant strengths - dedication to school 
particular style - hard working 

In other words, what themes keep recurring. 

E. Special Concerns 

1. Are there special needs or characteristics of the parish which 
require action on the part of the Archdiocese or any of its agencies? 

2. In the course of your efforts you had the opportunity to become 
familiar with the personnel of the parish. Is it important to 
communicate to the pastor any significant information regarding; 
associates, religious, lay staff, others. 

F. Conclusion 

1. What recommendation do you have regarding the pastor's continuance 
for a second term? 

2. Are there areas to which he might give particular attention? 

When the report has been completed, it should be shared with the 
p~stor. He can make any corrections regarding facts. When the 
final report has been completed and shared it should be signed by 
the team members and the pastor. Then, it should be sent to the 
Vicar, the Dean, and the Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board. 

The green form should be sent to my office indicating all has been 
completed. 

Date 
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D. Overall Themes 

As you read the comments, review the reports, etc. what overall 
themes emerge? 

For example, tone - welcoming style 
significant strengths - dedication to school 
particular style - hard working 

In other words, what themes keep recurring. 

E. Special Concerns 

1. Are there special needs or characteristics of the parish which 
require action on the part of the Archdiocese or any of its agencies? 

2. In the course of your efforts you had the opportunity to become 
familiar with the personnel of the parish. Is it important to 
communicate to the pastor any significant information regarding; 
associates, religious, lay staff, others. 

F. Conclusion 

1. What recommendation do you have regarding the pastor's continuance 
for a second term? 

2. Are there areas to which he might give particular attention? 

When the report has been completed, it should be shared with the 
pastor. He can make any corrections regarding facts. When the 
final report has been completed and shared it should be signed by 
the team members and the pastor. Then, it should be sent to the 
Vicar, the Dean, and the Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board. 

The green form should be sent to my office indicating all has been 
completed. 

AOC 012367 



(312) 944-6776 

June 21, 1990 

THE DIOCESAN PRIESTS' PERSONNEL BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

25 WEST CHICAGO AVENUE - SUITE 500 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

Revere?D Walter G. De Reeck 
st. Jahn Berchmans 
2517 w. Logan 
Oricago, IL 6064 7 

Dear Walter, 

On February 15 1991, you will canplete your first term as 
Pastor of st. Jahn Berchmans Parish. 'lhe Board members 
hope you found the years both challenging and rewarding. 

Now that your evaluation has been ccmpleted, the Board is 
in a position to conclude this process. If you choose to 
apply for a secorxi term as pastor, you are asked to write a 
letter to the Personnel Board fonnally requestin;J such an 
appointment. Once your letter is received, your Vicar an:i 
Dean will each be asked to make a recommendation in light 
of your request. Upon receipt of these letters, a formal 
recommendation will be made to the cardinal. 

Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. If 
you have any questions concerning this process, please do 
not hesitate to call me. 

Sincerely, 

Revere?D a:lward R. Fialkowski 
Recordirg Secretary 

ERF:dos 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/29/1990 

RER:>Rl'S: (06/29/90) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. Richard Bulwith '67: Dick is happy that has 
statro that he would like him to continue at st. Philamena's. 
Walter De Roeck '71 at st. Jahn Berchrnans had asked Dick. if he 
would be interested in camir:g there. Dick. also heard that -
•••• was considerirg the possibility of bein:] a resident 
at st. Philomena. Dick wantro the Board to kncM that at this 
point, he has not made any decision about leavirg st. 
Philomena's because he is needed arxi wantOO there. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/29/1990 

Page 421 

5.a 

5.b 

6. 

7. Ric.hard Bulwith '67: Dick is happy that has 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

stated that he would like him to continue at st. Philaroo.na's in 
residence. Walter De Roeck '71 at st. Jchn Berchmans had asked 
Dick if he WQlld be interested in c::ami.rg there. Dick also heard 
that was considerin;J the p::>SSibility of bei.n::J a 
resident at st. Philare.na. Dick wanted the Board to kncM that 
at this point, he has not made arrt decision about leavin:] st. 
Philanena's l:ecause he is needed an:i wanted there. 

Page 2 of 11 
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~ohn----S erch ma.no ~drish 
.2.517 LOeiAN BOULEVARD 

CHICAGO, I LLI NOl5 bObitT 

(312) 48b-4300 

July 1, 1990 

Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
25 West Chicago Avenue -Suite 500 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Dear Membership of the Board, 

On February 15, 1991 I will have completed my 
Pastor of St. John Berchmans Parish. Indeed, 
term has been both challenging and rewarding. 
report of the evaluation and, by ahd large, I 
the work I have done. 

first term as 
this first 

I have read the 
feel good about 

Needless to say, there have been some struggles and some 
pain and disappointment along the way. Things have not always 
gone as smoothly as I had hoped when I first accepted the 
position as pastor, but there have been some wonderful learning 
experiences. 

I have many mixed feelings about my accepting a second term as 
Pastor. The parish had gone through some trauma and major 
tension before I arrived on the scene. The people were seeking 
some degree of stability. That was my focus. This past year 
has not been an easy one; it was made even more aggravating by 
the cuts that affected so many parishes and parish programs. 
It made for additional trauma and turmoil, some of which I 
handled well and some of which I could have handled better. I 
am learning the hard way sometimes. 

There were a good number of Staff who are now no longer with us 
as of this date. One major change is that we went from a parish 
with a full-time associate and a resident priest assisting the 
pastor (three priests) to only one priest. And that one priest, 
yours truly, has limited Spanish skills. I have participated in 
numerous language programs along the way, but with little success. 
Linguistics is not an area of expertise for me. I can celebrate 
Spanish Mass and, witht he help of a number of parishioners who 
translate homilies for me, I can get up there and preach. But I 
am unable to adequately serve the needs of those who come for 
one on one counseling or who come seeking help in the sacrament 
of reconciliation. Bilingual meetings or meetings with the 
Hispanic Leadership are draining and require constant stopping to 
translate and explain. 

I have made some inroads with the Hispanic Community, of which I 
am proud, but racial tensions are still very real here -- not 
easy. In building the Parish Council it is a constant struggle to 
overcome the tensions between old-time Anglos and the ever 
growing leadership of the younger Hispanics! 
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eJohn-13 erch mans ----Porish 
.2.517 LO<?IAN BOULEVARD 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS bObllT 

(.312) 486-4300 

In some ways I am very hopeful about the future and I want to 
be a part of it, but I am unsure. I don't know how I can do 
it well without some help: a priest with better Spanish skills 
than I. 

I am willing to consider another term, but I am not sure that 
I can complete that term without some help in this regard. I 
know I am capable of doing a good job as pastor, but I wonder 
whether a setting such as this with the great need for Spanish 
is the place I ought to be. 

People keep asking me whether I am going to leave too. I 
tell them No. They need the assurance of some stability. I 
want to do that for them. But is it really good for me and 
for them that I stay, given the limitations of language skill. 

It is draining to be in a bilingual parish ---twice the work! 
It is especially draining when the language doesn't come easy. 
I welcome the input of the Dean and the Vicar, both of whom 
are very well aware of the struggles and efforts made here at 
SJB. 

I wish I could tell you that I enthusiastically seek a second 
term; but that would be a lie. I am anxious about it and 
somewhat reluctant, given my limitations. Should I stay here 
or should I seek a pastorate elsewhere? It is still a question 
as I write! 

As I said earlier, if all parties concerned agree, I am willing 
to continue, but I do not know whether or not I can complete a 
full six years' second term! 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Walter De Roeck 
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THE DIOCESAN PRIESTS' PERSONNEL BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(312) 944-6776 

July 3, 1990 

25 WEST CHICAGO AVENUE - SUITE 500 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

Rev. Francis S. Rog, c. R. , Dean 
st. Hyacinth Church 
3636 West Wolfram 
Chicago, IL 60618 

Dear Father Rog, 

The Personnel Board has received a letter from 
Reverend Walter DeRoeck, of st. John Berchman Parish, 
requesting a second tenn as pastor. 

His evaluation having been completed, the Board needs 
to know if you support his request before making a 
recommendation to the cardinal. 

I.Daking forward to receiving your response as soon as 
possible, I remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Reverend Edward R. Fialkowski / 

Recordin;J secretary .-; r~ . 
ERF/dos nJ( 1~) ~ ·ov V- ~, 

~~y 
J )ID 
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July 3, 1990 

Most Rev. Placido Rodriguez, Vicar 
st. Mark Rectory 
1048 North campbell 
Chicago, IL 60622 

Dear Bishop Rodriguez, 

The Personnel Board has received a letter from 
Reverend Walter DeRoeck, of St. John Berchnan's 
Parish, requesting a second term as pastor. 

His evaluation having been completed, the Board needs 
to Jmow if you support his request before making a 
recammendation to the cardinal. 

Looking foi:ward to recei vi.ng your response as soon as 
possible, I remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Reverend Etlward R. Fialkowski 
Recording Secretary 

ERF/dos 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/06/1990 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. Walter De Roeck '71: Wally is concerned that he eventually 
a~es an Associate Pastor who is willing to speak Spanish. 

16. 

In the ire.anti.me, is considerirg changirg 
residence to st. John Be.rchmans. is also interested 
in being a resident there. It would seem that -will en:i up 
being the resident, b.lt Wally will not accept either of them if 
the Board felt that this would jeopardize his chances of 
gettirg a Spanish speaking Associate. He does not need a 
resident, J:ut the location of his parish is attractive to 
residents. 

.) 
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Excerpt: Diocesan -Priests' Placement Board, 07/06/1990 

Page 434 

15. Walter De Roeck '71: Wally is concerned that he eventually 
aa;ru.ires an Associate Pastor who is willing to speak Spanish. 
In the meantime, • is considering cha:ngirg 
residence to st. John Berchmans. is also interested 
in being a resident there. It would seem that - will erd up 
bein:J the resident, 1:ut Wally will not accept either of them if 
the Board felt that this would jeopardize his chances of gettirg 
a Spanish speaking Associate. He does not need a resident, rut 
the location of his parish is attractive to residents. 

Page 3 of 10 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Episcopal Vicar 
1048 North Campbell Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 60622 
(312)486-6966 

The Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 
Rev. Edward R. Fialkowski 
25 W. Chicago Avenue - Suite 500 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Dear Ed, 

July 31, 1990 

~AU6 1 6 1990 

received your letter of July 3, 1990, regarding Rev. Walter DeRoeck, Pastor of St. John 
Berchmans Parish. The reason for a delayed response is that I've been out of my office for the last three 
weeks. Don't let my late reply reflect on any way on the worthiness of the matter. 

I concur with the request of Fr. DeRoeck for a second term as pastor at St. John Berchmans 
Parish. I am sure that his first term has been a spiritual growth, while he has exhibited a noteworthy 
dedication and single-mindedness in the parish. I am sure that his second term will be greatly rewarding 
and increase his pastoral experience and self confidence. 

I would like to command him for his dedication, and I wish him a successful· pastorate. I offer 
him my support and prayers. 

PR:gpp 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

-r§l~~~~~ 
Most Rev. Placido Rodrfguez, C.M.F. 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/31/1990 

D. 

E. 

F. 

1. 
ACTION: 

3. 
ACTION: 

5. Walter DeRoeck '71 - st. John Berctnnans (2/1/91) 
AcrrON: 
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AGENDA 

MeetiDJ: #49 - Twelfth Board 
Date: August 31, 1990 
Place: Priest's Personnel Board 

I. Opening Prayer: Rev. Donald Nevins 

II. Acx:::eptance of Minutes: 

III. Reoorts: (see Attached Sheet) 

IV. Acx:::eptance of .ACJerrla: 

v. Business: 

A. 

B. 

c. Second Tenn Pastors: E. F. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Page 477.a 

5. Walter DeRoeck '71 - st. Jahn Berchmans (2/1/91) 

D. 

E. 
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Page 477.b 

F. 

G. 

VI. Old Business: 

VII. New Business: 

VIII. Adjournroont: 
Hopefully 1:30 

1:30 

calendar: 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/31/1990 

Page 484 

C. secorrl. Tenn Pastors: 

D. 

E. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. Walter DeRoeck '71 - st. Jahn Berclunans (2/1/91): Wally's 
evaluation of his first tenn as Pastor of st. Jahn Berdnnans 
was very positive, yet the evaluation did site saoo past 
difficulties Wally experienced with his staff. F.d 
FialkaoJSki will be in contact with Fay Goedert [Vicar for 
Priests] who mediated the difficulties between Wally and his 
staff. 
IDrION: 7-0-1 '!hat Wally be recc:t\Ul'el'rled for a secon:i term 

as Pastor of st. Jahn Berclnnans providin;J Ray 
Goedert offers a positive evaluation for 
Wally and the situation at st. Jahn's. 

Page 7 of 9 
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Of/le• of th• Arr:hbtlhop 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

September 7, 1990 

Dear Father De Roeck: 

In light of the recommendation of the Diocesan Priests' 
Personnel Board, which reflects the endorsement of your 
Episcopal Vicar as well as the Dean of your area, I am pleased 
to extend your appointment as Pastor of Saint John Berchmans 
Parish, for an additional six years. 

The support you have received for this reappointment is an 
indication of the fine pastoral leadership that you have 
rendered to the people of Saint John Berchmans as you have 
proclaimed the Gospel there through your word and deed. 

Walter, it is my hope that this will be a time of renewal 
for you personally as you continue to share your priestly gifts 
with the people of God. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincer.ely yours in Christ, 

~y~ 
PL .. I ~.~ 

L?r:::r::'op of Chicago 

Ec~lesiastical Notary 

Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 
Saint John Berchmans Parish 
2517 W. Logan Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60647 

cc: Most Reverend Placido Rodriguez, C.M.F., Episcopal Vicar 
Reverend Francis S. Rog, C.R., Dean 
Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 
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(312) 944-6776 

THE DIOCESAN PRIESTS' PERSONNEL BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

25 WEST CHICAGO AVENUE - SUITE 500 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

WEEKLY STATUS REPORI'S 

Week of September 4. 1990 Personal & Confidential 

'ID: 
FRCl>i: 
RE: 
DATE: 

Joseph cardinal Bernardin di? 
Priests' Personnel Board fLt 
Recormnerrlations 
September 7, 1990 

Your Eminence, 

At the August 31 meeting of the Priests' Personnel Board the following 
recc:munerrlations were made: 

8 :members present and voting 

2ND TERM PASIOR: 

Rev. Walter De Roeck '71 to be renewerl for a second tenn as Pastor 
of st. John Berchrnans. (8-0) 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/14/1990 

7. 

8. 

9. cardinal's Appoinbnents: 

a) Walter De Reeck '71: 'Ibe cardinal has exterxled Wally's 
appointment as Pastor of St. John Berchmans for an 
additional 6 years. 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) 

i) 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/14/1990 

Page 489 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. cardinal's Appointments: 

a) Walter De Roeck '71: 'Ihe Cardinal has exten::led Wally's 
appointment as Pastor of st. John Berchmans for an 
additional 6 years. 

b) 

c) 

Page 2 of 9 
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St. John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard • Chicago, 111. 60647-1926 • (312) 486-4300 

September 20, 1990 

Dear Ed, 

This is to inform you and the other members 
of the Priests' Personnel Board that I and 
the rest of the staff here at St. John 
Berchmans recently met with Fr. Jim Kastigar. 

It was a most positive meeting as we discussed 
the possibility of his coming here as full
time Associate Pastor. 

After consulting with the Staff today and 
hearing their views, I am happy to report a 
consensus regarding Fr. Jim Kastigar's 
joining us in ministry here. 

I have indicated this to Jim in a phone 
conversation earlier today. We would very 
much like to see him here as full-time 
Associate. Jim has indicated to me that 
he wishes the same. He will be in touch 
with you in writing, indicating his 
preference to be assigned here. 

Thanks for your help in this matter. I 
await further word from the Board. 

rr~~:: ~ 
\.. ~ "~a-1 J G. De Roe ck 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/21/1990 

REPORT'S: (09/21/90) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. James Kastigar '82: Jim has agreed to unofficially be 

6. 

associate Pastor at st. Ann's [Leavitt St.] in order to be of 
supfX)rt and assistance to John Martinek '73 until November 
15th. Jim and Walter De Roeck '71 request that Jim be 
permanently assigned as Associate Pastor at St. John Berchmans 
effective 11/15/90. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/28/1990 

Page 499 

4. 

5. James Kastigar '82: Jim has agreed to unofficially be associate 
Pastor at st. Ann's [Leavitt st.] in order to be of support and 
assistance to John Martinek '73 until November 15th. Jim and 
Walter De Roeck '71 request that Jim be pennanently assigned as 
Associate Pastor at st. John Berchmans effective 11/15/90. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Page 2 Of 10 
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-~~~~············~~ 
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di:reet.o:r oi: {k;t.n: 
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PJea::;1.:: g:i\n~ ;:t d~wc r:Lpti.ct~ :.:;:f the pJ,:>n5 yo:J bJV('.<, <'."Jl~ indicate what )'GU wo1Jl.<:: l:ike t.hi:\ 

~;.·t;:; f: f: (;f the cr:~nt~'t for De.v.;;l0pment in Min:i.stry to .ly= tr YD\1 ;:rn:ang;:~. Ycnr se ·1.ec,t,~~d 
site/.s from t.he Sabbat i<~<-d. c<:\Ud.og i?'< <:r: P<>g~d:>; __ ·.·""'}_;:_:: ...... ""'--~ 
If y;:11J 1w.v•~ r~~~>e<i.nJ·HYl you:r m,;n progYam, ph~<.nrn attac:h <o\ copy n:f tb~ h:n:;<: h-ure, .P°h".:~s~'' 
l.n(HeatA the d;:ltes d' yo-~ff .~abb.o~t :i.•>:tl prngot:;'())l, 

l.'.·.-.',:.,.,_.:._·.:. :: . •"J • ••• , •• ·',·.··--: •• -··· 

........ ......;:-·-·-~---·-.. ·._.,: .. f2::.I_~: ... L . ., .... ., ...... ~.~---~"" 

(·..-·;:--···~ 

••'·'.·):-··~: 
} ..:_:· 

i .. ·· ....... l~~=:~~~::~~,~:::::~~3: ...... ~~~·-·· ·'.:::: ..... ·:~:::.:.-.. -................ f.~~w.-t_· ~:..--· ::f.,,,,,J ____ i._~~-"<-_)_(_::::_1._ . ..::_.;:_.v_ .. ""f>:....f. --

l _:•}:: .i h} .··· . . .-:··· ·. . .... ,. ·=· > < . •' 

·-----· _. ------'"'~- '. .... )·_/""'------·';,.,)_v,;.,·,, .,.,.;.,..i=-~~. :\i ~--:::-.v. ..... -..7 ........... .. !:::~/:~.~~:-.. :t.::::~ .. ~:1: .~~~ :·;,;~~: .. •:· 

·:t l ;:/ ~r {E.. ~:~./ 

.!·~ ( ... { r ·t <:::· _._~; .. 

::jti5:·~·u· ··u 
, ............... :···:····;··········.:.: ············· 
<'-. ==-=· -·-·~.s ... r (.· E. ~---· ·.-'.· f 

C0mbi.nation 

...... :~·.::~.1. _________________ .................................................................................................... _.-._._. ... -......... -.-......... .. 

, .. l { 
Jl-

.., ...................... ,~-~-------------· 

If yt.»l wi11 be returning t<l }rour p-,:est~nt ndn:l.stry~ what <irrangrn:n~Hit:s do y\>u 
ant:icipat~ m<1k l.ng for Yi>l.11'.' cur"ri,:nt wot'k whi 1 e y;:iu an~ on leave? 

.· ,, ,, . : ... =:; .. --. .... . . .. 

/'-f:l .............................. t:J~:/. .. _.".-.~.-N,,;.,,.,_,:.,' '°'./'-·<.;,.,.),.;(_;,.,.~: -:;,.,·<\_/_;{.;.,.·· ,;.;;':~;,.,:: .,.,.;;.,·"------------~ ... '" ........ ...... -.-.-.-.-•• -.-. 

.Ls then: anything else Umt that f»:ihhat:icaJ Board should bio<1« <.iD<J\l.t: you <n: >"our.-- p L:mt; 
:f<:it' rnid.stry, in C(JnsJd~i:ing yom: applicat:i. N~? 

....••.. , .. , ., ·~--~~--------------~-"''"'"""""'""'"''"'""'""" "'''" ···· ···· ····-·~ 

-----------------'"'''"•••••••••••·•~·----~------------------~·mw"'""""""" """ "'""'~"'-

AOC 012392 



u:: yq' .. lr S.::i..bbfatl.c;a.l. p-t:,'cpo:-;;;:d. pr.:it:>;:ff~.i.? "'· t :!.m<>~ ;lg~dgn :e<d 
(:( :~ pl~~}.~·: 3.c.:1:1. T(~;'.H~:W ~;:.J; ()r. ~=~ <:·()'f1~b·fnat i.GJ!. 7 

r--· 
.... ~ ........ 

'foN• 
-· ~ -t~--- ""-

... ;:· · .... l {': 

i {,_) 

~ ~·;.'\ '.• .. · 

AH 

//4 

A 
! 

fJ.} r:~,(: A L 

() 
:·, . . ·>( · · K~ , 

._i\: .J· 

Pk .i 

t.J i·l / ! ... (! 

L. 

,, 
( ... . . 

.. I _' 
/ 

{)°f~:. 

· · · · ·········'········· --··· -- · · · · ·· ························· ··· ··············· ········ "''"""'"'""""'·""'""'""""""""'""""'""""'-·~-------------

Wlmt? 

AOC 012393 



St. John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard • Chicago, RI. 60647-1926 • (312) 486-4300 

~~ ~ \ 

.,~r~~ 
~~-~~~ 
~r.~~·~~ 
6... c..~ "( tJ.- j.i~ ~ 

~ ·~ _h-¥, 

~~( 

~l cbe_ /e.------1-

AOC 012394 



St. John Berchmans Parish 
go, Ill. 60647-1926 • (312) 486-4300 2517 Logan Boulevard • Chica 

riv'"" (' rrr() 

~~~I I 

{Y '~ ~ -t:.L1,~ ~A' 

~ I A i.,,-..-,,...J ~ t. ~ 
"~~ ~ ,.,I_ ~.... o-y~ 

r~~~~ 
f1-~ e9- c,.,._ ~ ~ ,,.,. ~ I 
~ L.- ta...... _,____., t...,,,,, ~ 

.~~~~~ 
,}< ~ ~ ttJ-y .,__,__.__ 
~ '-""f ~ '(f"'-~ _!.,,,_._ .~ 
..___ ~ ~ i,.... 1§....X . 

~~~, 

~<)>.~ 

AOC 012395 



Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
November 18, 1990 

Sto John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard Chicago, Ill. 60647 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Walter G. De Roeck, Pastor - 486-4300 

Rev. James Kastigar, Associate Pastor - 486-4300 
Mr. Virgilio Bonifazi, Deacon --

-

Cabrera, Deacon --
' Early Childhood Center Director 

School Principal 

MASSES: 
Weekdays and Holy Days: See Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 9:00, 11 :00 AM (Spanish) 

RECONCILIATION (Confession): 
Saturday: 4:00 PM 
Weekdays: By Appointment 

BAPTISM: 

tor of Religious Education - 486-4300 
, Health Minister - 486-4300 

, English Music Director --
Spanish Music Director --

Sacristan - 486-4300 

MISAS: 
Diariamente y Dias Santos: Vea el Horario 
Sabado: 5:00 PM 
Domingo: 9:00, 11:00 AM (Espai'lol) 

RECONCILIACION (Confession): 
Sabado: 4:00 PM 
Durante la Semana: Por Gita 

BAUTISMO: 
Preparation Program: Advance registration at rectory 
office required .. 

Para el programa de preparaciOn se requere inscribirse 
en la oficina de la rectoria. 

MARRIAGE: MATRIMONIO: 
Call 486-4300 six. months in advance Llame 466-4300 seis meses por adelantado 

AOC 012396 
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VOCATION PRIORITY 
As many of you know, Vocations to the 

Priesthood and Religious Life are one of the four 
major priorities for the Archdiocese of Chicago 
as enunciated by our Cardinal a number of 
months ago. Certainly, that has been a priority in 
our family. We can point to numerous relatives 
who entered the Convent as religious women and 
two cousins who became religious brothers. Then 
in 1959 I entered Quigley Seminary to explore 
the possibility of priesthood. There was a great 
deal of family support for my decision; friends, 
too, let it be known that they were behind me all 
the way. As I neared ordination in 1971, 
numerous other cousins decided to enter the 
seminary (six to be exact). The last of the six was 
still a Quigley student while I was teaching 
there. In fact, I was his teacher for one semester. 
The other five had dropped out along the way. he 
was in his senior year and we prayed hard for 
him and spoke to him of his potential for 
priesthood and we shared the joys or ordained 
ministry. He decided to go on to the college 
seminary. 

I remember speaking with him at length when 
he was approached about the possibility of 
finishing his studies for the priesthood in Rome. 
He had many misgivings because he was so close 
to his family and was so at ease with the idea of 
ministry here in the Chicago area. He was not 
sure that his being away from all that would be 
good for him. Again, his family assured him of 
their support. This past Spring he was ordained a 
Deacon in Rome; many of his family and friends. 
made the journey. 

Earlier this year I was privileged to 
participate in his priesthood ordination at his 
home parish of St. Francis Xavier in Wilmette. 
Cardinal Bernardin officiated and we family 
members smiled · with pride and joy. As I 
approached to participate in the imposition of 
hands, I got a little choked up. Here was a 
relative of mine and a student of mine walking 
the same road I started on almost twenty years 
ago. It was a moving experience. 

Our family has indeed made priestly and 
religious vocations a priority in prayer and 
encouragement. May other families do likewise! 

Fr. John Barkemeyer, that newly ordained 
cousin of mine, wrote a few words that were 
shared on bis ordination day, June 30, 1990. I am 
happy to share them with you in the hope that 
others will consider ministry as ordained priests 
and religious (See article that follows). 

Fr. Walter De Roeck 

Dear Friends, 

A question I've heard a lot recently is "How do 
you know you've been called to the priesthood?" 
Twelve years ago when I graduated from St. 
Francis School and entered the high school 
seminary, I remember thinking that if indeed 
God wanted me to become a priest surely He 
would make this known to me by a spectacular 
sign. Instead of this, I have miraculous stories of 
faith which have occurred in the ordinariness of 
life. The quiet seeds that were planted by 
teachers and friends at St. Francis have 
contributed tremendously to my own stories of 
faith. Over the years I've discovered it's not so 
much in the hurricanes and earthquakes that God 
reveals His will, but rather it's in the soft 
whispers of the men and women who have taught 
me His ways. I've often joked with my 
classmates that the reason that I've been in the 
seminary for twelve years (fairly uncommon 
these days) is because I'm a little hard of 
hearing! And yet family and friends, professors 
and priests have inspired and challenged me to 
listen even more closely to Jesus Christ, who is 
the Word who speaks in whispers. 

I'm aware that priesthood is both a 
tremendous gift and an awesome responsibility. 
Over the past few years as I have reflected more 
deeply on the meaning of priesthood the more 
certain I am that I will never be fully prepared 
for it no matter what I do. I won't ever be 
"worthy enough" to celebrate the sacrament or 
"able enough" to minister to the people of God as 
fully as I would like. In spite of this, the whispers 
of the Word have led me to this point. I know of 
nothing in life that fills my heart with as much 
peace and happiness than serving God's people. 
It is with a bit of anxiety and a great deal of joy 
that I earnestly respond to the call of the Word. 

I know that whatever fruit my ministry may 
bear is the work of the Lord. He is the Alpha and 
Omega of each of our lives. I rely on the Lord to 
lead me with His grace and to give me His 
strength to serve His people. The whispers of the 
past years have become louder. Today, with your 
prayers, love and support I eagerly desire to say, 
"Yes, Lord, I come to do Your will." 

May the Lord continue to bless you with His 
peace and joy. 

John Barkemeyer 
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My name is Fr. Jim 
Kastigar, and I am the new 
associate pastor. Ordained 
in 1982, I have been a 
priest for 8 years, having 
served previously in Bless
ed Agnes (27th & Central 
Park), and Good Shepherd 
(28th & Kolin). While at 
Good Shepherd, I was 
teaching Spanish for Na
tive Speakers at Quigley 
Seminary South. I speak, 
read and write Spanish and 
hope to finish my Masters 
Degree in Spanish this 
summer. Most recently, I 
have been helping out at 
St. Ann's Parish at 18th & 
Leavitt. 

My family boasts five 
sisters and two brothers; 
I'm the second oldest of the 
8 children. My older sister 
gave birth to my first niece 
just two weeks ago. I'll be 
going to St. Louis over 
Thanksgiving to baptize 
the baby. My mother and 6 
of my siblings live in and 
around St. Louis. One sister 
and her husband live here, 
in Chicago. 

I enjoy jogging, playing basketball, racquetball, 
tennis and fishing as well as meeting people, leading 
the community in prayer and visiting the hospitals and 
the schools. 

Harold and Esquicle come with me, however. 
Harold is 13 and might outlive me. He is an Amazon 
parrot. Esquicle is quite a bit smaller and is only a two 
year old conure. They cause a bit of a stir with their 
whistling and antics, but are very obedient and quiet 
pets overall. 

I'm looking forward to getting to know you and 
living on the northside for the first time. I'm confident 
that the next five years that I will spend with you will 
be good ones for both you and I. 

Fr. Kim Kastigar 

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW ASSOCIATE 

This weekend Fr. Jim Kastigar begins his 
ministry here as full-time Associate Pastor. He 
began moving in many of his belongings a few 
weeks ago and he has been meeting with me and 
the rest of the Pastoral Staff a number of times 
already. He met some of you at our Open Forum 
in October. We are excited that he has come 
aboard. His extensive Spanish skills are also a 
special reason for rejoicing since we are able to 
better serve the spiritual needs of many in our 
community for whom Spanish is the primary 
language. 

Welcome, Jim. We are very happy that you are 
with us. May God bless your years of ministry 
among this wonderful people! 

Fr. Walter De Roeck 

Me llamo Padre Jaime 
Kastigar, soy el asociado 
nuevo. Ordenado un sacer
dote en 1982, he sido un sa
cerdote por 8 afios, 
habiendo servido previa
mente en Blessed Agnes 
(27 y Central Park), y Good 
Shepherd (28 y Kolin). 
Mientras estaba en Good 
Shepherd, enseiiaba por los 
Hispanohablantes en el se
minario, Quigley South. 
Hablo, leo y escribo 
Espanol y espero terminar 
mi maestria en Espanol 
este verano. Mas reciente, 
estaba ayudando en la 
parroquia de Santa Ana, en 
el 18 y Leavitt. 

Mi familia tiene cinco 
hermanas y dos hermanos; 
soy numero dos entre los 
ocho. Mi hermana mayor 
dio a luz a una niiia hace 
desde dos semanas. Voy a 
San Luis, Missouri, a bau
tizar a la criatura durante 
las vacaciones de! Dia de 
Accion de Gracias. Mi . 
mama y 6 de mis her-
manos viven en San Luiso 

alrededor. Tengo una hermana y su esposo quienes 
viven en Chicago. 

Me gusta correr, jugar baloncesto, racquetabol, 
tenis y pescar tanto como conocer a personas, guiar la 
comunidad en oraci6n y visitara los enfermos en los 
hospitales y a los niiios de las escuelas. 

Geraldo y Esquicle me acompaiian. Geraldo tiene 
13 afios y puede vivir mas aiios que yo. El es un loro de 
Mexico. Esquicle es el chico, un cotorro de solo dos 
aiioS. No causan mucha molestia con. su chiflar y su 
tonteria, pero son bien obedientes y buenos mascotos. 

Espero conocer a ustedes y vivir en el 'northside' 
por la primera vez. Tengo confianza que los proximos 
cinco afios que pasare con ustedes seran edificantes 
para ustedes como para mi. 

Padre Jaime Kastigar 

BIENVENIDOS A NUESTRO 
ASOCIADO NUEVO 

Pd. Jaime comienza su ministerio como 
asociado aqui en Sn. Juan este fin de semana. 
Empez6 hace unas semanas pasadas a traer sus 
cosas aqui a la rectoria y ha asistido a las 
reuniones del equipo pastoral. El conocio algunos 
de ustedes durante nuestra Reunion Abierta en 
octubre. Estamos feliz en tenerlo con nosotros. 
Especialmente porque su espafiol es muy bueno y 
servira para mejor servirle a nuestra comunidad 
hispana. 

Bienvenido, Pd. Jaime. Que Dios bendiga tus 
afios entre esta gente maravillosa. 

Pd. Walter De Roeck 

AOC 012398 



Page Four THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME November 18, 1990 

LA PRIORIDAD DE LA VOCACION 

Como muchos de uds. saben, las vocaciones 
para el sacerdocio y la vida religiosa son una de 
las cuatro prioridades para la arquidi6cesis de 
Chicago, como fue mencionado por nuestro 
Cardenal, hace algunos meses. Ciertamente, esta 
ha sido siempre, una prioridad en nuestra 
familia . Podemos seiialar a varios parientes, 
algunas que ingresaron al Convento, para 
convertirse en mujeres religiosas y a dos primos 
que se hicieron hermanos religiosos. Entonces, 
en 1959, yo entre al Seminario de Quigley, para 
explorar la posibilidad, del sacerdocio. Hubo un . 
gran acuerdo de familia para apoyar mi 
decision; asi como amigos tambien me 
respaldarian todo el camino. Para cuando se 
acercaba mi ordenaci6n en 1971, otro numero de 
primos, decidieron entrar al seminario (seis para 
ser exacto). El ultimo de los seis era todavia un 
estudiante del Quigley, cuando yo estaba alli 
enseiiando. De hecho yo fui su maestro durante 
un semestre. Los cindo restantes se fueron 
retirando poco a poco durante el trayecto. El ya 
estaba en su aiio senior y rezamos arduamente 
por el y le hablamos de SU potencial para el 
sacerdocio y le compartiamos los gozos del ser 
ordenado para el ministerio. Decidi6 seguir 
adelante a el colegio del seminario. 

Recuerdo que hablabamos largamente, cuando 
se aproximaba la posibilidad de terminar sus 
estudios para sacerdote, en Roma. Tenia algunas 
dudas porque el era muy apegado a su familia y 
lo que le atraia era la idea de un ministerio en el 
area de Chicago. No se sentia muy seguro de que 
estando lejos de todo eso le haria bien. Otra vez, 
su familia le refter6 su apoyo. La primavera 
pasada fue ordenado Diacono en Roma; muchos 
de sus familiares y amigos hicieron el viaje. 

A principios de este aiio tuve el privilegio de 
participar en su ordenamiento sacerdotal, en su 
casa parroquial de San Francisco Javier en 
Wilmette. El Cardenal Bernardin ofici6 y 
nosotros miembros de familia sonreimos con 
felicidad y orgullo. Cuando me acercaba para 
participar, en la imposicion de manos, me 
atragante un poco. Aqui estaba un pariente mio, 
un estudiante mio, caminando por el mismo 
sendero que yo empece ha caminar hace 20 afios. 
Fue una experiencia conmovedora. 

Nuestra familia, por supuesto ha hecho de las 
vocaciones sacerdotales y religiosas una 
prioridad con oraciones y estimulos. Ojala 
muchas otras familias pudieran hacer asi. 

El padre John Barkemeyer, ese primo mio 
recientemente ordenado, escribi6 algunas 
palabras que fueron compartidas en su 
ordenaci6n el dia 30 de junio de 1990. Me siento 
contento de compartirlas ahora con ustedes en la 
esperanza de que otros consideren en sus vidas, 
el ministerio para ordenarse sacerdotes y 
religiosas (Vea el articulo a continuacion). 

Pd. Walter De Roeck 

Queridos amigos: 

Recientemente, he estado escuchando mucho 
esta pregunta: "i,Como es que Ud. supo que 
estaba llamado para el sacerdocio?" Hace doce 
aiios cuando me gradue de la Escuela de San 
Francisco y entre a la secundaria del seminario, 
recuerdo que pensaba, que si Dios de veras 
queria que yo fuera padre,, seguramente me lo 
dejaria saber por medio de alguna senal 
espectacular. En lugar de esto, lo que tuve 
fueron milagrosas historias de fe que han 
ocurrido en la vida ordinaria. Las quietas 
semillas que fueron plantadas por maestros y 
amigos en San Francisco han contribuido a mis 
propias historias de Fe. A traves de los anos, he 
descubierto que no es tanto por medio de 
Huracanes y temblores de tierra que Dios 
manifiesta sus designios, sino mas bien es en los 
suaves murmullos de hombres y mujeres que me 
ha enseiiado sus caminos. Con frecuencia 
bromeaba con mis companeros de clase, de que 
la raz6n por la cual yo estuve en el seminario 
durante doce anos (claramente, no muy comun 
en estos dias) es porque soy un poco duro de oido! 
y de este modo, familia y amistades, proiesores 
y sacerdotes me habian inspirado y desafiado a 
escuchar mas de cerca a Jesucristo, quien es el 
Senor que habla en susurros. 

Estoy conciente que el sacerdocio es ambas 
cosas: un don tremendo y una abrumadora 
responsabilidad. Sobre los ultimos aiios entre 
mas me he tenido que reflejar profundamente en 
el significado del sacerdocio, mas me he dado 
cuenta de que nunca estare preparado para ello, 
no importa que haga. Nunca sere lo bastante 
digno para celebrar el Sacramento o lo 
suficientemente capaz para ministeriar a la 
gente de Dios, tanto como me gustaria. A pesar 
de esto los murmullos de la Palabra me ban 
guiado a este punto. No se de nada en la vida que 
pueda llenar mi coraz6n con tanta paz y 
felicidad como el servir al pueblo de Dios. Es con 
un poco de ansiedad y un gran regocijo, que yo 
encarecidamente respondo a la llamada del 
Senor. 

Yo se que cualquiera que sea el fruto que mi 
ministerio pueda lograr, es el trabajo del Senor. 
El es el alfa y el omega de cada una de nuestras 
vidas. Yo confio en el Seiior para que me oriente 
con su gracia y me de fuerza para servir a su 
gente. Los murmullos de los aiios pasados se han 
hecho resonantes. Hoy, con sus oraciones, amor y 
apoyo, vehementemente quiero decir: "Si, Seiior, 
vengo a hacer tu voluntad." 

Que el Seiior continue bendiciendoles con su 
paz y alegria. 

John Barkemeyer 
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Emergency Dental Care 

l 772-8851 I 
2956 N. Milwaukee 

599 St. John Berchmans (15) For Ads: J. S. Paluch Co., Inc., 708-678·9300, 3825 Willow Road, Schiller Park, IL 
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Nov~mber 18, 1990 THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Page Five 

c::;==:; Masses 
"iL__·;,1 I 
~ for the weelc . 

MONDAY, Noiviemiibieriilii9t·h········· 7:00 AM -TUESDAY, November 20th 
7:00 AM-SPECIAL INTENTION 

WEDNESDA_Y~ •• N1o1v1e1m1b1er.2l·s·t. 
7:00 PM- 1 

THVRSDA Y, November 22nd 
10:00 AM-

FRIDAY, November 23rd 
8:30 AM-SPECIAL INTENTION 

SATURDAY, November 24th 
5:00 PM 

SUNDAY, Novtmber 25th 
9:00 AM-WOMEN'S GUILD 

Jl :OOAM
(ANNIV. OF DEA TH) 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
SATURDAY, November 24th 

4:00 PM-Rev. Walter G. De Hoeck 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
SATURDAY, November 24th 

5:00 PM-Rev. Walter G. De Hoeck 

SUNDAY, November 25th 
9:00 AM-Rev. Walter G. De Hoeck 

MONTHLY OFFERTORY REPORT 
OCTOBER 

Average Weekly Collection 
OCTOBER 
Average Weekly Collection 
SEPTEMBER 

Special Collection: 
WORLD MISSION 
ALL SOULS DAY 

$2,793.75 

$2,601.00 

$847.61 
$125.75 

1989/90 COMPARISON 
October 1989-average weekly 
October 1990-average weekly 

$Increase 
% Increase 

$1,960.03 
$2,793.75 

$833.72 
30% 

THANKSGIVING 
This coming Thursday we will celebrate a. speci.al 10 

AM Mass to express our gratitude to God for the many 
blessings we have received. As the nation's many and 
varied people celebrate Thanksgiving Day, let us be 
mindful of those who have little; let us express thanks, 
too, for the opportunities we have to respond to the 
needs of "the least" among us. We can test speak of 
gratitude to the Almighty by doing for others' And 
may that doing go far beyond the holiday seasons. 

SUCCESSFUL PROJECT LIFE 
Thanks to all who participated in PROJECT 

LIFE. Our Jetter writing campaign to 
Congressman Rostenkowslti to let him know we 
do not want our tax dollars to pay for abortions 
yielded 289 letters. Congratulations. That 's great! 
The letters are probably there right now. Thanks 
for your support and prayers. 

SJB Pro-Life Committee 

DIA DE ACCION DE GRACIAS 
El siguiente jueves, tendremos una Misa especial a 

las 10 AM para expresar nuestro gratitud a dios por 
los tantos bendiciones que hemos recibido . Mientras la 
gente de nuestra gran naci6n celebra el Dia de Acci6n 
de Gracias, dejanos recordarnos de Jos que tienen muy 
poco; dejanos expresar tambien, nuestras gracias por 
las oportunidades que tenemos para responder a las 
necesidades de otros menos afortunados entre 
nosotros. EI mejor modo de enseiiar nuestro gratitud 
al Senor es por ayudarle a otros! Y ojala continuemos 
dando ayuda mas despues de estos dfas de fiesta. 

SUCESO DEL PROYECTO VIDA 
Gracias a todos que participaron en 

PROYECTO VIDA. Nuestra campaiia de escribir 
cartas a nuestro representativo del congreso para 
dejarle saber que no queremos que nuestros 
impuestos sean usados para pagar por abortos 
procucio 289 cartas. Felicitaciones! Quizas las 
cartas esten alli ahorrita . Gracias por su apoyo y 
oraciones. 

SJB Pro-Life Committee 

'E[ Coro :Jfispano 'De. San Juan 'Bercftmans 
LES JNVTTA A SU ~-ro ANUAL CO!l.'MEMORANDO 

EL DIA DE 
'll{ye.stra Senqra 'De lj uaLafupe 

U11I Uri 

<jranaioso 'Baile 
SABADO. 8 DE DICIEMBRE. 1990 

EN EL SALON DE LA IGLESIA 
2517 W. LOGAN BOULEY ARD 

M'U.5101: 'Carpacfw y Su Super Combo' 
HABRA COMIDA TIPICA. Rlf'AS Y MUCHA DIVERSION 

7:00'P.'M. 
j 6.00 '!'tr M'dantlJl/o 
$8.00 '.En "1 Putrta 

Tickets are on sale after every mass or with the 
Spanish Choir members. 
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ADVOCATE; -w~g~iyg~)}1'.t!.l.~:!,,__. .............. -~--·········w,~--·········~ 

DESCKlTTlON Of 1'HE PBOGf<'.Mi: \t\u;rifngum Thf'ofogic«l Union~ Septemb~r t.o Dj::<~ember 
WoUy is pn=~~wm.ly pastor at St. Jolin lkrchmons. Jn MD ubsenz:e> Jbnrt J{{JsUgor would 
(>e the i:idminL<1Tutor. H..\dly fntends to rc1.urn u{Wr WTU for Advent/Chdstmos ,';en.son 
and win resume P<fftorah: ofter 2 'Wt'.:Ck travel t;o C(1ilfurnfa ta be with "family in Jo.rn.1m'y, 

L""'-~21iE5 
(.· ... 1J$0 . 

2-#f.~ :) f =:: 

:y/'100 
~/ 300 
73?T6o 

FISCAL YEAR 

lV1'U t1.rit.ion 
Room & hoard <it. ChrfoUm1 Brothers 
.Accomodotfon:.~ enrol.de 1 d0y,-; f{i $50/doy 
Accornodotion<; Ntrontf:. to CoU{o-mio 3 doys ei $SO/day 
Food {~nowt-·mce in CnU{omio 10 tfoys @ $3D/day 

t1P5 F 
SALA.RY PA JD BY~ 

FmiM1 
MOtHHLY AHOUNT: $1295.83 

TRANS I Tl ON RFTUl:W TO SAHE ASS !CNN.ENT X RETL~EMENT 

SUPERVJSOR ACKNOWLEDGBNiNT YES x NO 

ADVOCATE~ S RECOM.MENl\lrTION: 

DATE OF APPHOVAL BY BDABD: .. ~ .... ..........,..,. . ...,.. ..................................................................................... •.•.•.••.•.·-.·····•" 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 

November 28, 1990 

Dear Wally: 

Thank you very much for your note and for the 
accompanying bulletin. 

I am happy to hear that things are better at the 
parish. I am sure your leadership and service are deeply 
appreciated by the people of the parish. Be assured that 
you have my continued support and prayers for all that 
you are doing for the parishioners at Saint John 
Berchmans and for the Archdiocese. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Walter G. DeRoeck 
Saint John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60647 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

A.k of Chicago 

AOC 012403 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/30/1990 

Page 567 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. Sabbatical Board: Vic Sivore reported to the Board the priests 
that are returnin;J from sabbatical after January 1, 1991. 

Page 2 of 8 

J 

J 

J 
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----·-·-··---.. ·----------
Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11 /30/1990 

Page 568 

L 
IV. 

v. Business: 

A. 

l 

L 
Page 3 of 8 
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Oft: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS -

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

December 4, 1990 

Rev. Walter De Roeck 
St. John Berchman Parish 
2517 West Logan Boulevard 
Chicago. Illinois 60647-1926 

Dear Wally, 

It was a delight to receive your recent letter, 
together with the parish bulletin. You have been 
through a lot, but it looks as though you have turned 
the corner and life at St. John Berchmans seems to 
have improved considerably. I am really happy for 
you, Wa 11 y, 
1 Pl ease 
your prayers, as I will you! 

_, .. ----·-, 
Fraterna 1 ~. y yours, 

I~ 
Rev \~ymo~a•d•rt 

•.. 

AOC 012406 



{)jfiC\ of tlk~ A.tcM;ishop 
', 

''· ................ . 

-........... 

'-....\ 

,),. ''1 DH8 r Y.:d,,.i. y ~ 
............. , 

ARCH.fH.()(TSL OF CHICAGO 

In 1.}ght of Uw u:·conir::it::nd.ut:Lun of the Sd:-hal::ir:;;i1. Board, I am 
rdeasi:~d. to °'g,rant. yon:r H'l<.:p.w:il~ f<n: ,1 ~:abbati.ca1 bng:lnning S?.:ptemh<:e!'. 1; 
l 991, thro,Agfi-......FdJ:ruary l, 1992, .Ple~~si:i :info:rm ?r • .K>2\n Velo and .Fr, 
\>htvw~ Pr l.st of '.your add:C{'SS( ~?s) di.n: l.ng this tl.me, 

..... ·..... . 
-......... 

This ;:ippoir::tm\~nt 5.s :is,1de Qitb th.:; und.m·st..anditrn that you will l:H:: 
:returning as Pa.stc•r -~:t St, Jz>hn 1\i:i::chw,:i.ns, 

Following A:n:hdic:>~san m1d Sabhat l.c::;l Hc:.ard PoJ:i.cy, the 
Archdiocesan l'ar:lsh Sub:~/t~y Fand wl.11 pay yoi.n: Ba.L:i.ry for thic: ped.nd 
of the .5--month s.:i.bbatic;:d,\ The Center :f<n· Deve1opnwnt .i.n H1n:!st.:y 
wil.l pay tuiti~_,;n:ti r.oom <1nd "b .. ;:ard exps::nsf~S ~ 

·· ...... 

May I take this opYiort.un i't;v lo th;:mk vou fm: ycur. fl.ne. work al - .~ ~ . 
St.. John Bi;n:chmmw ;:i,s Wf.:11 i:'!S foi\ )'()Ht'. elevHn yc.:ir.~< of servir'.i;; t:o t.lH'l 

..... \., ~/~ ~<V14 
As you look :f.oi:wanl to thb; impo'rta.nt: Vwfu..f1ti~-· 

f't~d.> p1eas<:: luww thtit y<:Yu fwv1=: ii)::y m::.pport and pniye:rs, 
pTay for nm as well. ' 

H<:::v. WaI tm: De Ro<cck 
SL John lkn.::.bm:ms 
251} w. L:1g::;:n 
C'h::~eag(~:( TL 606i$7 

cc: :R~~v. K.:mneth Vic: lo 
f;<:"lV. \>Jayrn~ F, Pd.st 
D:l.oce;;;;rn Pde:sts 1 Persmmel Hom:·d 
R•~v, Fr.c1m~is R,-,g, C,R. 
Mr. Jack Benware 

AOC 012407 



Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Wally, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Decemper 20, 1990 

In light of the recommendation of the Sabbatical Board, I am 
pleased to grant your request for a sabbatical beginning September 1, 
1991, through February 1, 1992. Please inform Fr. Ken Velo and Fr. 
Wayne Prist of your address(es) during this time. 

This appointment is made with the understanding that you will be 
returning as Pastor at St. John Berchmans. 

Following Archdiocesan and Sabbatical Board Policy, the 
Archdiocesan Parish Subsidy fund will pay your salary for the period 
of the 5-month sabbatical. The Center for Development in Ministry 
will pay tuition, room and board expenses. 

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your fine work at 
St. John Berchmans as well as for your eighteen years of service to 
the Archdiocese. 

As you look forward to this important time away, please know 
that you have my support and prayers. Please pray for me as well. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Rev. Walter De Roeck 
St. John Berchmans 
2517 W. Logan 
Chicago, IL 60647 

cc: Rev. Kenneth Velo 
Rev. Wayne F. Prist 
Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 
Rev. Francis Rog, C.R. 
Mr. Jack Benware 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

&:~o~~c~ 

AOC 012408 



Paqe 4 
PRXESTS ON SABBATXCAL 

Returning in 1992 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01/04/1991 

REroRI'S: (01/04/91) 

b) Walter De Roeck '71: Wally has been granted a sabbatical 
from 9/1/91 through 2/1/92 an:l will return as Pastor at 
st. John Berdnnans. 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) 

i) 

j) 

k) 

1) 

m) 

.) 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 01/04/1991 

Page 607 

MINUTES 

Meeting: #61 - Twelfth Board 

~: January 4, 1991 

Priests' Personnel Board 

Present: Reverems: John w. calicott (arriv. 10:46), 
Etlward R. Fial.kaNSki, James P. Finne, 
George J. Kane, Donald J. Nevins, 
Michael w. O'COnnell, Victor J. Sivore, 
Kenneth J. Velo. 

I. Opening Prayer: Rev. Etlward R. Fialkowski. 10:30 A.M. 

II. Minutes: Accepted with corrections 6 - o - 1 

III. Reports: 

1. cardinal's Appointments: 

a) 

b) Walter De Roeck. '71: Wally has been granted a sabbatical 
fran 9/1/91 thra.:lgh 2/1/92 an:i will return as Pastor at st. 
Jahn Be.rchmans. 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

Page 1 of 8 
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Mr. Jack Benware 

FROM! Rev. Wayne F. Prist 

Fr. Walter DeRoeckjs Salary while on Sabbatical 

DA'1' !:-: ; February 4, 1991 

Please note th.:it the C;;1rdinal 1 ~~ l<~tt,;:n:: oS•tBtes that Fr, 
!kfi.<..>i-'ick 1 s ea.lary will be 0,~:\d by the Archdi.ocesa.n Par:ish 
S:..ibsidy fi'und. Plea.si:: be i.nfonned th.::it Fr. DeR,;EH.:k 1 s salcffY 
is already included i11 the parish budget from the subsi.dy 
fund. St. John Berchman',:::: is on ~rnbsi.dy; ther0fon~ there 
is no need for a second entry into that parish budget ... ~ 
for p1':iStor 1 s salary b0ca~rne fT, n~:iR00ck: is not b~Ji ng i:'eplaced. 

'l'hank you. 

AOC 012412 



( ;;;.. -I.:; -'! J 
NAME: Rev. LU ~ /) z:. /(o ~:ck. 

PARISH: ~ r· 9~ la-u..d~~ 

EVALUATION RECEIVED:~~_:;_6_-_~:.__o~·-~9_o_ 

LETTER TO PASTOR REQUESTING SECOND TERM:~~~6~--~_J_-~9_o~~~ 

REQUEST FOR SECOND TERM RECEIVED:~~~~?~-~~3...._-1"""--"D'--~~~~~ 

LETTER TO VICAR AND DEAN: 

VICARS LETTER RECEIVED: g-1 6 - q[) 

DEANS LETTER RECEIVED: ')-tl-10 

RECOMMENDATION TO CARDINAL: 

REAPPOINTMENT LETTER FROM CARDINAL: 

AOC 012413 



/!-! , ... 

St. John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard • Chicago, I/I. 60647-1926 • (312) 486-4300 

March 16, 1991 

Dear Members of the Personnel Board, 

As I indicated to Ed Fialkowski a few months back, I did 
renew for another term as Pastor of St. John Berchmans Parish, 
but somewhat reluctantly. The reluctance is a matter of the 
language problem. Despite extensive schooling efforts, my 
poor Spanish is a major stumbling block and a great drain in 
my efforts to minister well. 

Ed recommended that I explore possible future assignments 
with a view to accepting a pastorate in a parish where the 
issue of Spanish skill would not be a factor. 

I would like to apply for the pastorate at St. Barbara Parish 
in Brookfield, knowing that there is for me at this time in my 
life one one pre-requisite, namely a matter of my sabbatical. 

The Cardinal in late December approved my request for a 
sabbatical beginning on September 1, 1991 and running to 
February 1, 1992. I've spent a great deal of time researching 
the possibilities, even flying out to the Sabbatical site to 
interview people there. I have been ordained 20 years and 
have not taken a sabbatical. I've been accepted into the 
program at Washington Theological Union in Silver Springs, 
Maryland. I do want to pursue that at this time in my life. 

Perhaps, as Ed has already indicated in a recent phone 
conversation, this ti given ti wi 11 jeopardize my eve.n being 
considered for the St. Barbara pastorate. If that is so, so 
be it. The exciting challenge of St. Barbara's will be for· 
someone else. I will regret not having had the opportuntty to 
minister there as pastor. 

But, just in case .... I do present my case, as follows: 

I am aware that Fr. Donald Hughes is a hard act to follow. He 
was my parish priesf as I was entering Quigley. He was dynamic 
and enthusiastic and full of creative ideas. He was admired 
by young and old alike. I know that that did not change over 
the years. I have friends living in the parish in Brookfield 
and I see them often. I am familiar with the area and the parish. 

AOC 012414 



I know that Liturgy (a great love of mine) is of major 
importance in the parish (How often I've heard of their 
magnificent Midnight Mass at Chrstmas!). The profile confirms 
that. 

My six years as pastor HAVE TAUGHT ME MUCH about the role of 
pastor in this day and age. I was so new at this when I 
began that ministry after eight years as a seminary prof. I 
still am amazed that I survived those first crazy months!!!! 
I have learned much about Staff Development and my role as 
enabler. Bill Bausch's TAKE HEART, FATHER has become my own 
personal Bible for continued growth. 

I look for creative ways to get people involved,yes. The 
parish needs individuals willing to take part in the various 
tasks of parish life. But I also want to explore ways in 
which the parish can be in touch people where they're at, 
find out there genuine concerns, and offer them asistance in 
living the Gospel at home, in the workplace, etc. 

RCIA is such a wonderful experience. I would hope to encourage 
staff and people to take hold of that "structure" in pursuing 
growth as a people of faith. I would not ignore the 
traditions of the past, but neither would I feel constrained 
to simply implement programs already set up by previous 
leadership. At times it is appropriate to let things die a 
happy death and be open to the new. 

Does the parish (not simply the staff) have a clear notion of 
what they are about? What is the goal of St. Barbara's? 
What specific steps have taken to achieve that goal in the 
past? What specific steps need still to be taken? How do· 
the various groups fit in with the vision articulated? What 
adjustments are appropriate? I believe in collaboration and 
consensus building as the formation of parish council goes on. 
We need to address the question of expectations? What do we 
expect of each other? Are these reasonable expectations? 
Can we live with those expectations? 

I am glad to hear that St. Barbara is a lively place anxious 
for a "human" pastor who want to empower them. Amen to that. 
I want to get the deacons more involved if at all possible. 
Our parochial school here at St. John's has become a vibrant 
place of Catholic education in the years I have been here. No 
need to worry about enrollment and recruitment. The word has 
spread from parent to neighbor. People are on the waiting 
list; we need more room. I would hope to encourage growth in 
St. Barbara's as well. 

The pastor cannot be everywhere, but he needs to reach out to 
young and old alike. Encourage them to growth in spirituality, 
celebrate community, expand ecumenical efforts, be there in 
times of pain and struggle to offer Gospel hope, look for 
ways in the parish can impact on the local neighborhood, 
and gently listen to the questions and concerns of the people 
who are the parish. 
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. . . 

That is my vision and my hope for St. Barbara parish in the 
years to come. It is something I am comfortable with and 
something I can commit myself to. 

But, for the good of the people I am called to serve, whether 
it be here at St. John Berchmans or there at St. Barbara's or 
anywhere else for that matter, I must follow through on my 
sabbatical. 

I want to pursue spiritual direction, further studies in 
liturgy and homiletics, and some in depth canon law while I 
am gone (specifically "marriage law"). Retreat and vacation 
time with my folks in California are also part of that 
picture. I am committed to that. 

Then, a full-time effort upon my return in February 1992. 

Thanks for your· consideration. 

Sincerely, 
t\ . \ o.,.._ · rR _ ,. 
' \.. \) 0 ~ d::::i-~L-. 
Fr. Walter De Roeck 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: June 7, 1991 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

1. I received a phone call from , who is in charge of 
the Early Childhood Program at St. John Berchmans. She asked if she and two 
others could meet with me and I set up an appointment for today at 5 P.M. 
In a~'----' who was formerly on the staff, 
and 111111111111111, who us~f and is now a teacher in the 
grammar school were here. Both 1111 and are also 
parishioners. 

2. We met until about 6:30 P~M. The meeting was a very good one. There was 
no anger or animosity and it was clear that their concerns were for: 

1) the parish itself 
2) Jim Kastigar 
3) Walter DeRoeck 

3. The concerns listed above were not their order of importance. They seemed 
to share concern equally among all three. 

4. began by expressing her shock at the announcement by Jim Kastigar 
that he was leaving. Jim had not let on to anyone what his thoughts were, so 
it really came as a surprise and a great disappointment. ·The parish had taken 
to Jim quite positively, especially the school. All agreed that Wally is a 
good person, but he cannot seem to really relate· to·adults in an adult fasnion. 
Wally does speak Spanish reasonably well, but he feels very inadequate and as 
a result he does nothing for the Hispanic community. They feel very neglected. 
But all three said that the Anglo community also feels neglected. Wally just 
has a very difficult time dealing with the parishioners, and as a result he is 
away from the parish much of the time.and people complain that they are not 
able to reach him. 

5. All three felt that Wally-would probably do well in a parish where there 
wasn't a mixed community, or at least he would have a fighting chance to sue~. 
ceed, whereas he doesn't seem to have the opportunity'here at St. John Berch
mans. They were concerned as to how his re-appointment came about. They had 
heard that Wally was pressured into taking the assignment for another six 
years.against his own better judgement .. I asked the three if I could have 
their permission to carry their concerns to the Personnel Board and they 
readily gave their permission. They also permitted me to talk to Wally if 
I wished. I told them I would ·wait until next week.and give ·them an oppor
tunity to speak to him first and let them say whatever they wished to say 
about our meeting today. Wally was aware that at least some of them were 
coming down to see me. 
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;-q11_ De Roeck, 6/7 /91 page 2 

6. said she heard from someone just within_ the last day or so that 
Wally is supposed to have resigned the parish. I knew nothing at all about 
this but said that I would try to check it out. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: June 10, 1991 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

l. Don Nevins called. He said that Vigilio Bonifazi, the Permanent Deacon at 
St. John Berchmans, talked to him and asked to have a meeting with him with 
some of the representatives of the Hispanic community. I mentioned to Don that 
two others had called me and I will refer them to Virgilio. I saw no reason 
for Don not to meet with them. Don said that Sr. Mary Christoffel also called 
him and said that I had told her to contact him. I explained to Don that I 
felt that these people have a right to bring their concerns to the Personnel 
Board and since Jim Kastigar had already filled in Don, I thought it would be 
better if they spoke to him. Don agreed that he would meet with them and if 
he uncovers anything that he thinks I ought to know, he will get back to me. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: June 11 , 1991 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

1. ~one call on June 6 from (work no. •••I 
and ---- (work no. , ). I did 
not return the calls on June 6, but did on June 11. After explaining the 
situation to both of them, I suggested that they either get in touch with 
the Deacon, Virgilio Bonafazi, or Fr. Nevins directly. I explained that 
Fr. Nevins is a member of the Personnel Board and the issue ought to be 
brought to their attention. 

2. Both - and were asked by_ the Hispanic community to represent 
their interests. They really feel totally neglected. They are very upset 
with the fact that Jim Kastigar is leaving, because it means that no one will 
be.taking care of the Hispanic community. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: June 13, 1991 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

Wally called. He was aware that I had met with the three women from the 
parish and that Jim Kastigar had also talked to me. Wally thought it might be 
good for us to get together just so that I would hear from him just where he's 
at. He is thinking along the lines of possibly resigning and starting over 
somewhere else. He just wants to bounce it off me and get my view as to what 
he might do. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET. SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 · 

FROM: 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

FR. RAY GOEDERT ~ 
JUNE 21, 1991 DATE: 

RE: WALTER DE ROECK 

1. I met with Walter today. Ordained in 1971, Wally is in his second term as 
pastor of St. John Berchman 1 s. These have not been easy years for him. I have 
been involved with Wally and his staff for almost two years. There was considerable 
turmoil within the staff, and Wally was the focal point for much of the criticism. 
To a certain extent, he was at fault, but by no means was he the sole cause of the 
internal strife. • 
11111111, and although things seemed to improve somewhat, several of the staff 
resigned and Wally had to rebuild. 

2. Wally was optimistic about the future, especially after the appointment of 
Jim Kastigar. Unfortunately, for a variety of reasons, things did not work out 
and, as you know, Jim has now left St. John Berchmanrs. 

3. Wally had been reflecting for a long time on whether or not he should stay at 
St. John Berchman's. Although he believes he is a good administrator, he finds it 
very difficult to cope with the necessity of speaking Spanish, especially in one-on
one situations such as the Sacrament of Reconciliation, private counselling, 
marriage preparation, etc. The parish is 70% Hispanic, so Wally feels quite 
inadequate to deal with well over half his parish. 

4. Wally has reached the conclusion that he should resign his pastorate. I know 
that he has not taken this action rashly. He has done alot of consulting and has 
already indicated to Ed Fialkowski the direction he is contemplating. Based on my 
knowledge of what he has been through in the past, and given his own sense of 
inadequacy to handle the Hispanic population, I strongly support his decision to 
resign. I really think that Wally ought to be given the opportunity to pastor a 
parish where bilingual skills are not needed. To leave him at St. John Berchman 1 s 
would run the risk of turning him into a frustrated and possibly embittered priest. 

5. Wally had already made plans for a sabbatical before he was aware that Jim 
Kastigar was leaving. I suggested that he present his request to you as soon as 
possible to enable the Personnel Board to begin the search for a replacement, in 
the event you do accept his resignation. His sabbatical is scheduled to begin 
toward the end of August, so he would like to resign the parish effective Aug. 15 
or thereabouts. I spoke to Ken Velo about this and asked him to set up an 
appointment for Wally. Ken suggested that vJally bring with him a letter of 
resignation. 

cc: Fr. De Roeck 
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St. John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard • Chicago, Ill. 60647-1926 • (312) 486-4300 

June 21:, 1991 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin, 

After a good many weeks of prayerful 
reflection and after having sought the 
input of the Vicar of Priests, Fr. Ray 
Goedert and a rather lengthy conversation 
with Fr. Ed Fialkowski of the Priests' 
Personnel Board, I made contact with Fr. 
Ken Velo to seek an appointment with you. 

The discernment process has led me to the 
conclusion that I ought to ask you to 
accept my resignation as pastor of St. 
John Berchmans' Church. I feel it is 
best for the parish and most certainly 
best for me. 

I have carefully asked counsel also of 
members of my family and members of the 
parish staff here. 

I am scheduled to go on my sabbatical 
near the end of August, so I am asking 
your approval to make this official 
some time near mid-August. 

I am personally comfortable making this 
request, having spend considerable time 
in a discernment process. 

I understand that my appointment with you 
is scheduled for July 1 at 2 PM. I look 
forward to speaking with you. ' 

S:Lncerely, 
~ck_~ 

Fr. Walter De Roeck 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

FROM: REV. RAYMOND GOEDERT 

DATE: JUNE 25, 1991 

RE: WALTER DE ROECK 

(#; 

1. Ken Velo indicated that you would like a little more background information 
to the situation at St. John Berchmanrs, particularly in the light of Wally 1 s 
decision to resign the pastorate. As I mentioned to you, I have been dealing 
with this since August, 1989. I am enclosing a number of file memos, probably 
alot more than you care to read, but it will give you a sense of what has been 
~n. I am including copies of the correspondence you had with Sr. 
~ together with my own memo to you dated May 26, 1990 which more or less 
summarizes the situation. 

2. As I said to you last night, I strongly support Wally 1s decision to resign. 
I think he has been through an awful lot and I would hope that he would be able 
to make a new beginning after he finishes his sabbatical. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: 

. ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: JUNE 27, 1991 

RE: WALTER DE ROECK 

1. I spoke to 111111111111111, the principal at St. John Berchman 1s. Her telephone 
number is~t wanted to let me know what her own thoughts were with 
regard to Wally De Roeck. 

2. - said that Wally has been very supportive of the school and she has found him 
to be a very good pastor and administrator. She has no quarrel with him whatever. She 
admits that she has only been there one year and not being a member of the parish, she 
may not see everything, but she just wanted to make sure that we had another side to the 
story. She is aware that 11111111 and came to see me and she has a real 
problem with both of them.~nks that they are negative personalities and 1111 was 
even quoted as having said something to the effect: 11we got the other pastor and now we 
can get this one 11

• doesn't understand the mentality at all. It seems as though 
the previous staff that had opposed Wally continues to see each other and support each 
other in their negative attitude toward him. They simply won't let go. 

3. 1111 also said , who is_the.eighth grade teacber, is negative on the 
faculty in other ways. She is a destructive sort of person. said that , 
the school nurse, also has had a change of heart. While she used to be with the other 
group in opposition to Wally, now she sees things differently. said that the DRE, 
who is also new, , is supportive of Wally. I suggested that 1111 herself 
send me a letter summarizing her thoughts and I asked her if she would encourage 11111 
and Ill to do the same. I will see to it that the Cardinal gets this information, so 
that he knows that things are not all one-sided. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST oma BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 

July 5, 1991 

Dear Father DeRoeck: 

In light of your letter dated June 21, 1991, and our visit on 
July 1, 1991, I hereby accept your request and relieve you of duties as 
pastor of Saint John Berchmans Parish, effective August 19, 1991. 

It is understood that you will be leaving for a Sabbatical. I 
ask that you be in contact with the Priests' Personnel Board now 
regarding the transition at the parish and also during or immediately 
after your sabbatical regarding a new assignment. 

to the 
years. 
renewing 

Wally, I would like to thank you for the service you have given 
people of Saint John Berchman' s through these past nearly seven 

It is my hope that your Sabbatical will be a growthful and 
time for you personally. 

Know that you have my continued prayers, support and fraternal 
affection. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

erely yours in Christ, 

/~Uh 
<1,~. Pu .. _~_.~J_, 

rch ishop of Chicb~~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Reverend Walter De Roeck 
Saint John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60647-1926 

cc: Most Reverend Placido Rodriguez, C.M.F., Vicar 
Reverend Francis S. Rog, C.R., Dean 
Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 

be: Reverend Raymond E. Goedert fl"' 
Office of Research and Planning 

··"··· 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLJNOIS 60610 

File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: JULY 18, 1991 

RE: WALTER DE ROECK 

1. Wally called today just to let me know that he had a very nice conversation 
with the Cardinal and found the Cardinal very supportive. Wally has also spoken 
to the Personnel Board. He announced his resignation at all the Masses on the 
weekend and said that it would be effective August 19. 

2. With regard to the decision, Wally still feels quite good about it. He feels 
it is the right decision. He said that there were alot of tears from the Anglo 
Community, but there was no reaction whatever from the Hispanic.Community and 
Wally doesn't know what that means. 
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FR. DE ROECK 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

August 24-December 15 - c/o St. John's College 
2607 Military Road 
Washington, D.C. 20015 
Phone: 202-363-0507 

OR Washington Theological Union 
9001 New Hampshire Avenue ......... 5 Cf{oo L 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20903 
l"")Hotftf ~ .301- L(2'1-DS-~j 

December 15-January 8 -

January 9-January 31 

I will be doing some travelling and some retreating 
from December 15 through January 31, but my family will 
know where I am from day to day; I will call in to them 
very frequently and leave phone numbers of my whereabouts. 

j5€ t:J/.J Re1P-€4 ·r 4 ,,- Tf/r::- G1MALDcL1 

Ht-Yl-111·r1tG-G /J€.+~ (31r;.. Sute... '71-1~ 
'f>UcNt; ff= ( /f 08) ~ t.. '7 ·- 2 'I'S' 

]:' WtLL 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RL: 

DATE: 

Mr. Jack Benware 

Fr. Vilayne Prisl 

Fr, \VaHer DeRoeck's Salary while on Sahbatkal 

August 2j 1991 

Please note that the Cardinal's kltt:r of December 20 (attached with mv memo to you of 
February 4) states that Fr. DeRoetk's salary wm be paid by the Archdiocesan Parish Subsidy 
Fund and that he \.viH be returning to SL John :lkrchrnans, 

FL DeRoeck recently contacted our office and infrmned us that he \VQ~!kLllili be returning to 
SL John Berchma.ns. 

There \ViH now be a nr.ed for another sabry in th0 parish budget for lhe pastor who w.iH replace 
him. 

Tlian.k you for you.r a.Hentl.nn in th-is rrn:i.ner. 

·,.:·· .. 
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.Augu:st 8 1 1991 

1\ s p e r t h e C <'t r d J n a 1 1 s r '=" q n (~ s t , h f: r e i s l: h e 
itinerary for my sabbatical, along with 
add.r(~sses ;:1nd phone nl1mber~=: :,.:hr,'r'' .r can hL~ 
re::1c.bt:.rl .. 

J hop<;' thi::, :i;:; :c;u:l'fJ<::.L~'nr, If not, p.l.f?asc 
conv.:ict mr~ b<2.fore Auguut l.f\, T .l<:::c1ve cow-n that 
day as I leisurely make my way out east. 

L o o k: .1 n. g f () r· ~~ .. a !..'. d t o t h .i_ s 1 J_ ]{. {; c ~:· (:'\ ?'_ y ~ Th t: n k s 
to a. J 1 "L n y u u .t: off i.:;: c ·'i-:h o b av c~ Ji e .1. p e d so far , 
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FH. DE BOECK 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

.Aug u f3 t 2 /~,,,.,De(:(: ff: b c:; I" 1. 5 ,..... c / 0 ~-; r. " . .J () h r1 ( B c 0 J leg(: 

Decemb1_::r 1.5-Janu<-J.YY 

J~1nuai:y 9··.Janu.::i.r-y 31 

2607 Mi1icary Road 
Washi11gton, D.C. 20015 
? hon t' : .. l 0 2 :. j 6 J - 0 5 0 7 

OH ·kasb:Lngton Theological Un.ion 
900.1 New Hampshire Aven':.JC 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20903 
r: 1···: .:. :.··~ J.=.:.. ,·.. ?'.: -:~ ~ ..... ~·{ .:~ ~:r .. <:; .. 5' :::· l 

I will be doing some travelling and some retreating 
from Dec<:::mber 1.) ::hrough .Janua;.·y 31 ~ but my family will 
know where I am f.r-om day to day; l will call in to them 
v f; r: y f r: e q u e n t 1 y a n d .t e ·'" v ''' p h u n e n ll m b e .r ::~ o f rn y w n e i: e 2 b o u t ~:; . 

J 
. <}·.-·1.~ .. (:°") .. '{~ 

l 

·.···~ 

;:~. ~"'·. , .. -..-l. ;. .... .. () ..... .,~ .. ,.;::,_ ... ,,.;;;, ...... f•". .;) . ...... ./···. 
X .... )~ .......... ,.., ... .,,.,1 .. · .... .;:· .. :., • ...... :. 

(\ 
(:·:1~~·--·,.v. ~~:,.·"·· ···; 

i •') 
{ ._.) 

[ ... .. ~~·-·s-·· . .,.l. .. :;;:.~:· .. } .... .:-: ~:-~.~~ ,; 

... ~ .... ex ... 
. /" .;'..-" ..... 

r~ . t:r·,, .. ,,} 
:J 

~=. 
··==······· ........ 

(t( (:8_) f L 7 .... 2. "/S ... ,C 

•. :.·· 
"·: 

AOC 012432 



St. John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard • Chicago, Ill. 60647-1926 • (312) 486-4300 

August 8, 1991 

Dear Ken, 

As per the Cardinal's request, please 
find attached my itinerary for the 
sabbatical time away. I hope the info 
is sufficient. If not, please let me 
know as soon as possible. 

I will be leaving town the afternoon of 
August 18, stopping at Michigan City for 
a few days before continuing on to the 
sabbatical sight in Silver Spring. 

Thanks for all your help and support, 
especailly these last few difficult years. 
It is much appreciated and will never be 
forgotten. 

I will actually fly back into Chicago on 
February 2, since air fare is cheaper 
then than coming in on the 31st of January. 

God ble 
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. 
' I 

Omce or the Archbishop ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO°"'"'~'~..:;.;_::;: 
(312) 751-8230 

Fax (312) 337-6379 

August 14, 1991 

Dear Wally: 

Many thanks for your letter. 
words very much. 

I appreciated your 

Wally, I will put your itinerary in the file in case 
of emergency. Also, the mail normally will go to Saint John 
Berchamns. Perhaps, the secretary there could forward the 1st 
class mail. The normal change of address process takes too 
long to follow your whereabouts during Sabbatical. 

Best wishes, Wally, for your months away on 
Sabbatical. 

Reverend Walter De Roeck 
Saint John Berchmans Parish 
2517 Logan Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60647-1926 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

~~ ~4..di. ~~,~ 
~;:;;bp of Chicago 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/13/1991 

Page 2 
PRIESTS ON SABBATICAL 

Returning in 1992 

l 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/20/1991 

Page 59 

E. Preliminary eonsiderations: 

F. 

G. 

1. st· John Berchmans: Don Nevins an::l Ed Fialkooski described 
st. Jdm's. '!he parish is sanewhat unsettled due to the 
abrupt departure of Walter De Roeck '71 [Pastor). '!he 
parishioners really want am need a pastor who will be 
present to both the Anglo an::l Hispanic cammunities. 'Ihe 
Early Olildhood Center bas becx::llre a serious concern in tenns 
of the parish operation. '!here is a tremendous need for 
unification. '!he new pastor needs to be in good health and 
a healer. 

Page 5 of 8 
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s~pte~nbcr 27~ l99 l 

Rev, \Valk.r Lk:1<ucck 
c/o Chrhti<:m Brothe.rs 
2607 Mil it.try Ro<.~d, N. \V, 
Washington, D,C, 20015 

l'ln cndming a check nwdc pD.y<=ible to you in tbt:'. arriount of 1·215,(1\l $200.00 is for yotir 
room and l:Hxi.rd e-:nrnute to D.C I tkn.ight it might be hdpful to have the full ;;.m1ount now. 
{J>k:a$e send whatever (.kK'l.HYK11tation, n::('cipu;, Ck\ or noh~s vou can st:nd on any of vour per 
{liein and nx)m and bnztrd type e:qx'nses you bvr during yotir s~J.ibaticaL \Ve can t~Ncr the 
tells, hLlt we can not cover the gas or ~my other tnwd r.xprnsc,;;,) $ 15JJO is reirnhursement for 
the dtni.!sit vou made at \VTU. 

r " 

FYL this .is your btldget qproved by fri:: Hoard; l thoiigh.t it might be helpful for you to ha\\:.: 

$2,75tt00 
1,350,00 
.2(KJ,f)0 
400,00 
300,00 

WTU Ttdtii.m 
1<.onm & bo<=n-d at Christia.n Bro:.-;, 
AccomrnrnL1tioM emouti: 4 dnv'.I (/?) },50.00/dnv 
<'•>''"<'.l"')''"1.·yi·>''n11li (w·:i'ri:lt'~ t,·, {<:jife;rnJ,<"i B J'.n;-:: ,.,.~'i< $'\() f'){V,··J::v ~ .. , ...... ~.·J.~{.> .. l ,..,,<.<:~~<, •.• ,. ,.,.., .. ,\,;., ...... ... v ........... . i . ~{. '• .. ~J v -.!:1:! ..... .; . ,\.. _,.., > .... .. 

Food alb\v:,u1C'f in Ca1i forni<i 10 day$ o:U; $30J)0/day 

I jnst recc?ved an invoice from \VTU for your Lin.Jon ~irid :'iltldem fr't; and have rtque:'>h:\l a 
chtck to cover th:,il Crum our Bi.isaneq Orf~u:.'. l. hDpe t<.) hav:::.~ it l.nck in tlk next "-·'>'CJ.::'k or t\vo, 
l w·m sc:nd vm.i a cor:iv of mv rorn.:.:.;n<.::ndtnt:e ;o ibeni for vo;ir files, "" t' J ..... • .... 

A1'.~0, as far 0s c:<:t~nding your s~=:bb:Hi<:a1 i:.nH:. ir:oi\: n:.<>nth (fnr the rna:xirnum s1x): that is 
pt)~'-;ihk, 'Yon \VCHl!d n;:.\::d to •:,T~k a lcw.~r to \V<~ync P.fr:J rf.'.(pie:.;ting thi:. <=;dditic,1DJ rnonth, 
i:.k::;crJ.lin%', •vhat vou W(Hild 1:w doLiF, rh:ring th<H month, ::~nd hov./ it \Vmlld Gt in to yom 
«'-<l·\iy,ii',., .. i~l· '"1'''o~·'.<;n ~· '" · -
·.":<:s . . ··L.i:l ... .:.,,...... }:' .,_1t:-_.. ;w~ ~ 
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Lwe: ti me you sh odd stop in ~tnd ::,ec your St:.n:i.tor or Congrc~$snun:. they should l·wve special 
})<lS~t''.~ to :)(Jrr:e. Of l!W :->i kS they C~Hl gi V(~ }'OtL 

\Ve:ll, l t!iink that is <tll for now. Pk;ise !et me knmv if I z~.;rn hdp you in any other 'Nay. 
look fonvard to ht;aring from you snon, 

\.ferlcanne 
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.::.·:·: 

. :· .. 

Cktober 2, 199 l 

Vhl::;h\nt:ton Th:.::o1o~~ical Union 
9001 Nt"N lbrnp:->hlre .Ave. 
Sl.lver Spring, MD 20903 

:. : -~ : . . :· 

J ;Hn enclosing a check rrndi.:. payid:ik to Washington Tlieological Union in the arnount of 
$2,7?5,()() a1ong '.vith your lnvoice rn me, to cover cosls for Fr, \:Vnlter DeI<oz.x'k. $2,750,(lO 
is for ti.1Hion for his :-,;\bbaticJ, and $25. 00 Is lo cnver foe stl1(knt foe. 

Thnnk you for your ;dtention. 

enc. 

cc: FL \Vally DcHoeck 

. ··· .. : :. :·. . :· : •.. . , .-: ... . ,· .. ; . 
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·- .. ·: •. ··. : •'·, "· ·: .::. :·: ··:. : :: ~ : : " ; "• ;·. 

October 2, i 991 

F\'J~ I'm ciclnslng f:'iY cor:c::;puridt:nc\; to WTU, H :,vas nice V1k~ng \.Vlth you yede1\.k.y, 
Lo<.:;k fo.rward to h:.:.'~tring frorn you ag<i.in ~\Kin. 

Sinct.'rdy, 

'; :·: ... ::··::.'. ,. .:: ( : : : :. .. \·:::": :: :· :. ,: : :>..: 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: 

FROM: 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley /:{)/ 

Bishop Raymond Goedert (JZJ--

DATE: Oct. 10, 1991 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

1. Art Perez, the administrator at St. John Berchman's (486-4300) called Ken 
Velo yesterday and Ken referred him to me, since I had dealt with Walter. I 
returned Art's call today. 

2. Art said a called, asking questions about Wally and the 
circumstances surrounding his departure. He said he wanted to speak to the 
cook, as she had information that he needed, etc. He had obviously spoken to 
others and knew there were some sort of allegations against Wally. 

3. Art didn't give-any information, but told him to call me. -
1111 told Art he had already spoken to me and wasnrt really satisfied. In this 
statement, he lied, inasmuch as he never did speak to me. I have no recollection 
whatever of talking to him at any time. I believe he is the same one who 
questione~O'Day about Bill Cloutier, and perhaps Tim Lyne or someone else 
spoke to 11111111· but I never had. 

4. I told Art to call a meeting of his staff and alert them to what is going on. 
They should be advised to give him no information whatever. 

5. He claims Tony Brankin as a reference. I suppose he belongs to St. Thomas 
More Parish. My guess is that this is all part of the ongoing saga of
& Company vs the Archdiocese. 

AOC 012444 



Oft: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File {P. 0 1Malley) 

DATE: Oct. 19, 1991 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

1. Wally called today from Washington .. He expressed great anxiety about what 
has been. happening at St. John Berchmans. Art told him that , 
a Private Investigator, has been inquiring around of different people about 
why Wally'~left the parish. 

2. I told Wally that it's true and that the climate around here is very, very 
tense and that investigators are out trying to dig·up all kinds of things. 
Wally asked me to keep in touch with him and gave me his address: 2607 Military 
Road, Washington, D.C. 20015. 

3. In speaking to Ray Goedert afterward, Ray told me to be sure to tell Wally 
not only of the seriousness of the climate around here, but also the fact that 
some people on the staff have i~ he is taking his Sab-out in 
Washington where it is thought~ is presently living. is the 
one with whom Wally had the relationship that began his problems at St. John 
Berchmans. I was unable to get hold of Wally when I called back, but I will 
call him again on Monday. 
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TO: i~:·! ,R~;:ii:=:s .. , .,r'.:1y'.,•>H. :Y:.~·;c;·:.:,.'.~~-~·:: .. l>'.·:5~u:~~<'in I\i'.·,;DnJ Ct::nltr 
h,~J, h,·;.l)<;\..:t: t, SL ,k .. h,; .b:", <! ;:,:d < s 

FRO\i'. 

RE: 

DATE: 

l am t.'.ndosing ;,\ copy of a men:.o fr<;:n mv onic:t w f,fr. hck Benw<J.re of Autust 2. 199L 
Al th~i.t time the Sabbd.k:al n~>nrd v:;:\S infr.,~·mtd tlrnt Fr, Dc'.ROt'.Ck \VDuld not b;; n:.turniDr! to 
the Ik~ihh. So, there \VHS a need for tkit N.:.1:uy in tJw subsldized parish budget for the ;;;e\v 
p~::';,rnr who \vould repi6ce him. 

Thant you. 

t'(.'.: ~k Jack Ikmv:ue 
Et\'. V/;Jrer Di..::.Rnz::d<. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

Rev. Walter De Roeck 
2607 Military Road 
Washington, D.C. 20015 

Dear Wally, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

October 28, 1991 

I have been trying to get in touch with you -- 4 times by phone -
and I know you have been trying to reach me. So, in order to get my 
message out, I decided I'd better write. 

My reason for calling was to simply remind you once again that 
there are investigators about checking everything out. The climate is 
vicious these days, and the slightest impropriety can become the occa
sion of a full-blown investigation. 

I woul~u, Wally, to make sure that you are not in the 
company of .......... who .is reportedly out in that area. It's for 
your own good. The damage that I have been monitoring lately result
ing from various past indiscretions -- and worse -- is astounding. 
Sometimes guys don't realize how their actions impact on others. 
I have been in the midst of it all lately at St. Odilo. My advice is 
meant in a fraternal way. 

All that nothwithstanding, Wally, I do hope you enjoy your sabbati
cal. I envy you immensely. I was just two weeks into my 6 month sab
batical when this job came along. I made my own choice, by I still 
look back on that aborted sabbatical with longing. Take care and 
God bless you. Fretry, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 

AOC 012449 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/15/1991 

., 

Walter De.Roeck sabbatical (2/1/92) Returning to new assig:rnnent 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File 

FROM: Bishop Goedert 

DATE: Nov. 20, 1991 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

1. I received a phone call from 11111111 at Niles College. Clete Kiley, the 
Rector, had asked 1111 to communi~me. 1111 said that over this past 
weekend, a group of some 100 Catholic University students came by bus to Chicago 
to attend some sort of event. They had been looking for a place to stay over
night and 11111111, a member of the group, consulted with officials at Niles 
College to see if Niles would be available. While was reluctant to 
have them come, they evenutally did agree as long as the Catholic University 
students would abide byrul Niles College regulations concerning drinking, etc. 
1111 also insisted that adult chaperones be present. 

2 llllllllllis a Chicago seminarian studying in the Basilian program at CU. 
Ev~in the group were under 21 with the exception of ·3 students. At 
the time of their arrival at Niles, no adult chaperone identified himse1f to 
11111111- As the group was leaving the next day, however, - happened to 
be outside and saw Walter DeRoeck checking the students onto the bus. Walter 
was the chaperone for the group, having been persuaded, evidently, byllllllll 

to do this~did not speak to Walter, but Walter was well aware that 
saw him. llllwent to get Clete Kiley and by the time he and C1ete returned, 

the buses had departed. 

3. 1111 called because he felt that Walter has once more shown very poor judge
ment. I told - that I would communicate this to Pat 0 1 Malley, as it does 
appear that Walter is making very little or~ in his effort to free 
himself from this inordinate attachment tollllllllll 

4. As an aside, - said that last year, at the time of the Bishops 1 meeting 
in Washington, when he and Clete went out to prepare for the special dinner that 
they hold in an effort to recruit Bishops to consider Niles as a seminary for 
their students,~ said that he and Clete decided to take out their own two 
seminarians. is one of them and the other is a young man of Mexican 
descent. When the knocked on--- door and it opened,. there was Waiter, 
sitting with als~at on the same occasion this year, when 
he was speaking to and this Mexican, he was just making small ta1k and 
asking about the ho i ays, whether they were coming home or not, etc. They 
indicated that they would not be coming home for Thanksgiving, but would be 
coming for Christmas. When he asked whether or not they had. the funds to make 
the trip or if they needed any financial assistance, the oung Mexican indicated 
that he was saving up enough for bus fare home. But said·-· no pro-
blem, as he and Wally were coming home tog~ When asked if .they 
couldn't take the young Mexican with them,llllllllsaid that it wou not be 
possible, because they had a full load in the car~ etc. 

AOC 012454 



W. DeRoeck, 11/20/91 Page 2 

5. llllalso said that in the course ·of a conversation with 11111111 he was 
expressing great discontent with what is happening to the pri~ Chicago 
in the light of the recent scandals. He was speaking very defensively and 1111 
thought that this was somewhat inappropriate for a young man to be feeling so 
strongly about the issue. Evidently he is self-conscious. about his r~ 
ship with Wally. will be notified of all of this, sincellllllll 
is now under his tuteledge. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (P. 0 1Malley) 

DATE: Nov. 26, 1991 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

After going over the notes that Ray Goedert left concerning Wally DeRoeck 
and his continuing association with that young seminarian, I called the Cardinal 
and informed him of that and he agreed that we had to get in touch with Wally. 
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fl· ClN1lR FOR DEVHOP\if:NT IN MINISTRY i 

Rev, \Va1ter DeRoeck 
cio Christian Brothern 
2607 t ... 1ilitarv Ri:L, N.W. 
Washington, 'o,c. 20015 

Dr.a.r Fe WaUy, 

:n- rn . 

HeHol Hope all is wdL lt \V<:V:< nke taikhg \Vith you again. I'm happy FL :Prist was <°ll:de to 
grant you the additional tirne, 

l. hope you had a wonderful Thanksg1v1ng, l havr.n't heard what the '1Neather is like in D.C, 
but things are looking quite white here. Temperatures have bt';en from 5 to 20 above and 20--
30 below with the wind chill factor added the la':<t te\v davs, l must sav thou~h. that it is verv 
beautiful to look out my windmv here at the \Jniversity ar!d sec the trees covered in the snov/, 

r am t'ndosing a check rn~~de payah!e to you in the z.smount of $700.00, This ls for vour 
California per diem expenses, }hi.ve. a v,.>ontkrfo} time. Enjoy tht.~ :rnnshinc. I hope your 
Christmas will bt! blessed, 

Sincerely, 

encl. 

P.S, l still haven't received a bill from Chrisfr.'tn Brothers frH· your morn and board, \Ve have 
$J ,350J)0 in the budget left to cover that. Let me know lf you hear anything . 

........................ .-................................. •.•.•.•.•.-.•.•:·:·:·:·:-:-:·:·:·:·:·:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-~::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

AOC 012457 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

Off: (312) 642-1837 

Rev. Walter DeRoeck 
2607 Militery Road 
Washington, D.C. 20015 

Dear Wally, 

December 9, 1991 

Getting in touch seems to be something of an impossibility for 
the two of us. That ts why this letter rather thari another phone call. 

As you recall, earlier in the Fall, I talked to you about the cli
mate of things here in the Archdiocese. ·The atmosphere has been charged 
and remains so especially in the light of Bob Mayer~s recent indictment. 

When I wro~u last, I asked you to keep your distance from 
that young man,11111111 Your relationship with him, however innocent 
in your eyes, is open to a variety of interpretations. 

Recently I got word from a priest at Niles that you ~erone 
to a group of seminarians from Washington~ among whom was11111111 
Your relationship to him is known and it is not looked upon by the 
seminary authorities with approval. 

The Cardinal al so heard of the fact that. you still seem to be 
seeing- In the meantime, Mike Rochford at St. John "s has re
ceived several phone calls from media people asking whether your 
leaving St. John's had anything to do with the current issue of child 
abuse. I told Mike to say that you were on sabbatical , nothing more, 
and that you would be due back in Chicago for.reassignment. 

The combination of the continuing interest of the press in child 
abuse, of your proximity to - in Washington, and of your seeming 
failure to keep your distance in that relationship troubles the Car
dinal greatly. 

As a result, he wants to sit down and talk to you face to face. 
I don't know what your present schedule is; Wally, but I suggest you 
call Ken Velo at 312-751-8219 to set up an appointment at your earli
est convenience. I wish we could have made contact over the weekend 
when you were in town, but I had no number at which to contact you. 

I am sorry that this situ~tion is not settling down, but you must 
understand what we are facing back here. Hope to hear from you soon .. 

Frar;J~y, 

ReJJ!'trick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (P. 0 1 Malley) 

DATE: Dec. 13, 1991 

RE: Walter DeRoeck 

l. Larry McBrady called today expressing his concern about Wally DeRoeck. He 
feels that Wally is a perfectionist and has always gloried in the fact that he 
is a person who didn't make foolish mistakes. He thinks therefore that it is 
very di~im to face up to what's happening to him right now in rela
tion to-

2. Larry is worried about Wally. He thinks there is a possibility that Wally 
might take his own life. He has no indication of this from past experience, 
but he is not a person who can face up to.mistakes. 

3. I told Larry that if Wally calls him, have him give me a call. I also 
told him that. Wally should be calling the Cardinal for an appointment. It 
would be good if I would see Wally beforehand to kind of support him before 
he goes in to see the Cardinal. 

4. His attitude toward authority is quite subservient and authority means a 
great deal in his life. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60610 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Cardinal Bernardin 

Rev. Patrick O'Malle~~ 
Dec. 20, 1991 

RE: Letter to Walter DeRoeck 

The following is a suggested letter for Wally DeRoeck: 

Dear Wally, 

I appreciate your being able to meet at -such short notice last 
Friday, December 20. I hope that our meeting was a productive one. I 
felt that you were open to what we had to say and that, together, we 
can move ahead into a more confident future. 

I can sum up my requests to you in the following order~ 

, 1. I ask you to break off the relationship with-
llllimmediately. Since you are, in fact, going to spend the next 
~e months out west, I believe this is a good time to start. If 
there are a couple of events you have to attend with him during the 
holidays, please make sure that others are present. You have assured 
me that this is the way you have been conducting yourself for quite 
some time. 

2. Upon your return, we will look to place you in an 
appropriate assignment as an associate pastor. 

3. When we reassign you, I will speak to your pastor and 
ask that he monitor your conduct in regard to this relationship with -· 

Wally, you are a good man and I want to see you succeed as a 
priest. Your sincerity is evident and, I believe, that~u . 
have established some distance in this relationship withllllllll you 
will begin to see that what is happening now is for the best. -

I hope your remaining sabbatical time will be profitable at every 
level. God be with you and keep you safe. 

Sincerely, 
Cardinal Bernardin 

AOC 012460 



**** PASTOR APPLICATIONS **** 
====•=============================================================~========== 

ST. EIM.lND PARISH ' 

============================================================================= 
APPLICANTS . . , PRO·FILE REQUESTS ~'l_ 

,,..·===============================================================~========== 

Profile Requests, continued 

~-~v. Walter fuRoeck '71 
Sabbatical 
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**** PASTOR APPLICATIONS **** 
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=================================~~2b::TIJE=~~~=======-======~~======= 
APPLICANTS. . PROFILE REQUESTS 

=~=================================~======================================== 

Rev. Walter ~k '71 
Sabbatical 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Wally: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

January 2, 1991 

Post Office Box. 1979 
Chicago. Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-11230 
Fax. (]12) 337-6379 

I appreciate your being able to meet at such short notice on 
Friday, December 20. I hope that our meeting was a productive one. I 
felt that you were open to what we had to say and that, together, we can 
move ahead into a more confident future. 

I can sum up my requests to you in the following order: 

1. I ask you to break off the relationship with 
immediately. Since you are, in fact, going to spend the next three 
months out west, I believe this is a good time to start. If there 
are a couple of events you have to attend with him during the 
holidays, please make sure that others are present. You have 
assured me that this is the way you have been conducting yourself 
for quite some time. 

2. Upon your return, we will look to place you in an appropriate 
assignment as an associate pastor. 

3. When we reassign you, I will speak to your pastor and ask that 
he monitor your conduct in regard to this relationship with -4. I also ask that you 
~ Please contact Pat O'Malley when you return so that he can 
help you make arrangements. 

Wally, you are a good man and I want to see you succeed as a 
priest. Your sincerity is evident and, I believe, that once you have 
established some distance in this relationship with~, you will begin 
to see that what is happening now is for the best. 

I hope your remaining sabbatical time will be profitable at every 
level. God be with you and keep you safe. 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 
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Off: (312) 642-1637 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

BOO NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (P. O'Malley) 

DATE: Jan. 20, 1992 

RE: Rev. Walter De Roeck 

l. I received a call on Jan. 16 fro~ Jim Kastigar and returned that call today. 
Jim seems to be doing well at St. Nicholas in Evanston and likes it. He had been 
a pretty angry man earlier when he had been assigned to that parish, but things 
seem to have smoothed out. 

2. He asked me what had happened in the situation concerning Wally De Roeck and 
I told him as much as I could -- that we had interviewed him, talked to him, and 
spoke about that relationship and that he had to cut it off. Jim's concern is 
that Wally is in his words a 11 pathological liar" and he saw this in action 
during the six months he was stationed with Wally. 

3. He says that Wally can wiggle out of anything and it is his fear that Wally 
will wiggle out of our surveillance and our monitoring. I told him that we 
certainly would have something in effect and that Wally had been warned. I 
also told Jim that there's not much more we could do within reason. We had 
certainly dealt with the problem as best we could. He seemed satisfied at that 
time. 

/ 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (P. O'Malley} 

DATE: Jan. 25, 1992 

RE: Walter De Roeck 

l. I had a call from , who is a Capuchin priest at Maternity, BVM 
parish. -told me that a seminarian from the parish ·was in to see him. 
This seminarian is presently in the Washington, D.C. seminary course e~ 
though he is part of our Niles Seminary. He is in the same course as 11111111 

- the friend of Wally DeRoeck. 

2. The seminarian expressed to - his concern about that relationship. He 
said that he had nothing specific to report, but that it seemed to him that it 
was not a good relationship. 

3. I told -that we were alert to it, that the Cardinal had seen both Wally 
andlllllllland had demanded that that relationship be terminated. I told him 
tha. t""WaT'i"Y"would be under supervi~future and that our expectation is 
that he would no longer be seeingllllllllll 

4. I also asked llllnot to talk about this to anyone else lest more be made 
of it than should be. I also asked ~im to keep me in touch if he hears any more 

·about that relationship in the future. This is one way it might be monitored 
from-'s point of view. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/07/1992 

G. 

H. 

I. 

Page 251 

8. Walter De Roeck '71: Wally is still on Sabbatical; he will 
not be eligible for a pastorate. Patrick O'Malley [Vicar 
for Priests] will be in contact with Wally regardi.rq 
placement as an Associate. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Page 7 of 10 
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Rev, \Va.Her DeRoeck 

D~r Fr. \Vally, 

Thanks for your rt.'cent note. l am endosing a copy of my note lo H.r. Talbot m the Christian 
Brothers. J had left mes<;ages m C'.hristian Brothers over the past couple of months regarding 
payment for your stay~ but had not heard hack :! called aga.in on the 25th and Br. Talbot called 
mr back, He safo they usually charge $45t100 per month or $15,00 per day, I had rnention~~d 
th<H you had $ L350,(}0 kti in yonr s .. 1bb<uicat fonds to be used and he said that since 3 months 
@ $450,00 \Vould come to $1,350.00, that would be fine to cover the expenses there, He is 
not going to bi11 you for the few additional days. He was very gracious, 

l thought it might be helpful for you to see what your final expc1v3es looked like, Here they 
are: 

$2.775,00 
1,"350,00 

200,00 
l5J)0 

400.00 
300,00 

WTU Tuition 
Chr1?3t1an Brothers 
Accomnioi..fabons en.route 4 days @ $50.0D/day 
Reimbursement for deposit at WTU 
AccornmoJatfons enrnme to California 8 days @ $50.f)O/day 
Food alknvan(e in California 10 days @ $30,{JO/day 

I hope all ls welL H :sounded from your notes to me like you had a very rewarding c<.perience, 
I hope that your sabbatka1 was everything you wanted it to be. I'll look fonvard to hearing 
from you. 
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·~111111 CtNTf.R fOR DEVELOPMENT IN MINISTRY 

Walter DeRoeck 

Dear vVa!ly, 

S~iKe you ti;-:lve returned from your sabbahcal. ii. would he helpful .if you would sham 
your cornments about lodging, pwgrnm, rrofeswr:·» etc, 

The inforrnation l.hm you could provide on the endosed evahi<ltion form wrn be used 
lO help others who might be inh~rested ln the same site, 

I would also like to refor future sabbatical ~;andidates to contad you. They mlght get 
in touch \Vith you by phont.: with questions that are n<>t. answered on the evaluation form. 

I hope your sabbatical livfal up to your expedat.ions and that you frmnd it the renewing 
expu·Iencc that i1 prorni.sed to be, 

Sincerely, 

Wayne Prist 

enc. 

RR Pka~e return your conipletd evaluation vdhin 3-4 \.veeks to my office at CDM, ,Attn: 
Medeanne BktL 
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! 1 I CENTER roR DEVELOPMENT IN MINISTRY 

ldan.~h 2, 1992 

Br, Talbut 
Brothers Community 
SL John High Schoo! 
2605 Mditary Ave. N\V 
\, . ·r (' ') "O .. \ -::ishington, .L, ..;;.U .1:-; 

Lk:~-n BL Talbot, 

Per our phone conversation on February 25th, I am endosing a rheck .for S L350.0lt This is 
to c:.over mom <ind board for FL Walter DeRoetk from fate August to early Dec(:rnber \Vhik 
he w;:\s on sabbatical, 

Thank you for your hdp and attention. 

enc. 

AOC 012472 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 03/06/1992 

F. Vicar for Priests 

G. 

H. 

I. 

J. 

1. 
ACTION: 

2. 

3. 
ACTION: 

4. 
ACI'ION: 

5. 
ACTION: 

6. Walter De Roeck '71 
ACTION: 

AOC 012473 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 03/06/1992 

G. 

H. 

I. 

J. 

Page 298 

5. 

6. Walter De Reeck '71: It is the un:ier~ of Pat 
O'Malley that Wally will be participat.in:J in the June 
Associate Cl'la.rge Process. Before he is ai:p:>inted, Pat will 
need to talk to his potential pastor. 

Page 7 of 10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 03/13/1992 

AGENDA 

Meeting: #29 - 'Ihirteenth Board 
Date: March 13 I 1992 
Place: Priests' Personnel Board 

I. Open@ Prayer: Rev. Victor J. Si vore 

II. Acceptance of Minutes: 

III. Reoorts: (See Attached Sheet) 

IV. Acceptance of Agen::]a: 

v. Business: 

B . 

2 • Walter De Roeck '71 
ACrION: 

3. 

4. 

Rep. #3 

Page 302 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 03/13/1992 

REPORI'S: (03/13/92) 

2. 

3. Walter De Roeck '71: Wally met with Etl Fialkowski upon his 
return frcm sabbatical. He will be interviewin:J with pastors 
whose parishes have been placed on the '92 Jtme Associate 
Cl'lan:Je list. 

4. 

AOC 012479 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 03/13/1992 

Page 303 

MINUTES 

Meetin;J: #29 - 'Ihirteent.h Board 

Date: March 13, 1992 

Place: Priests' Personnel Board 

Present: Revererrls: Edward R. Fialkowski, Robert P. Heinz, 
Donald J. Nevins, Michael w. O' COnnell, 
Victor J. Sivore, Kenneth J. Velo. 

Absent: Revs. Jeremiah M. Bolarrl, Daniel P. Coughlin, Michael T. Ivers 

I. Openim Prayer: Rev. Victor J. Sivore 10:20 A.M. 

II. Minutes: Accepted 5 - 0 - 1 

III. Reports: 

1. 

2. 

3. Walter pe Roeck '71: Wally root with Ed Fialkavski upon his 

4. 

return from sabbatical. He will be interviewin;; with pastors 
whose parishes have been placed on the '92 June Associate Cllange 
list. 

Page 1 of 9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 03/13/1992 

Page 306 

v. Business: 

B. 

2. Walter De Roeck '71: Wally is presently looki.rg for an 
assigrnrent as an associate pastor. 

Page 4 of 9 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: PERSONNEL BOARD 

FROM: FR. PAT OLMALLEY ~ 
RE: WALTER DE ROECK 

DATE: MARCH 28, 1992 

I spoke to Jim Murphy, the pastor of St. Catherine Laboure Parish on Saturday. 
He had interviewed Wally DeRoeck and seemed quite content to have him come 
there. Wally explained his difficulties to Jim. I filled in and helped him 
to get a fuller picture as I had told wally I was going to do. Despite that 
Jim would like to have Wally there and feels he could be a support to him in 
a brotherly fashion if he sees any budding signs of change in him. Seems like 
it could be a good match if they decide to go through with it. 

AOC 012483 



St. Catherine Laboure Parish 
3535 THORNWOOD AVE., GLENVIEW, ILLINOIS 60025 (708)-729-1414 

April I, 1992 

Priest Personnel Board 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
25 West Chicago Ave · Suite 500 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Dear Brothers in Christ, 

I was asked to send this letter to you in recommending to your consideration of assigning Father 
Wally DeRoeck to St. Catherine Laboure Parish in Glenview. I have interviewed 3 priests at 
length here at the parish and have contacted or been contacted by three others on the open 
listing list. I was formerly on the "B" list but in a subsequent conversation with Jerry Boland 
was moved to the "A" list in view of our 24 hour primary care of a hospital and two large 
nursing homes. I thank you for your kind consideration and revision. 

Wally DeRoeck who is coming off a sabbatical has show great interest in coming to St. 
Catherines. We have had two long interviews here and a number of phone conversations. I am 
aware of certain matters that are linked to Wally's past and we have some good discussions 
pertaining to these issues. Fr. DeRoeck outlined for me his history and I was impressed by his 
sincerity and willingness in the future to deal responsibly with the matter. Sister Kathleen 
Heer, our school principal, also had a good interview with Fr. DeRoeck and agreed he would be 
very acceptable here. Fr. Pat O'Malley gave me a call last weekend in following up with an 
agreed program Wally and I had set for further discussion. I sincerely believe that St. Catherine 
would be a good environment for him and his considerable skills and dedication. I think we 
and the parish will both benefit from his presence here. He assured me that he would be 
comfortable with me and has sent a similar letter to the Personnel Board asking for assignment 
here. 

I am also aware that Fr. Joe Altman, the present associate, who is up for a transfer in June 
might be leaving sooner than that if he is selected to be a pastor on the south side. This is yet 
to be resolved at the present moment, but accommodation can be made if Wally DeRoeck is 
assigned soon to St. Catherine. 

I thank you for your prayerful and helpful ministry and will cooperate with you in any way I 
can. 

Pr ~.t"~--
You~rs·n hrist, 

Rev. esP.Murphy v-
Pastor · St. Catherine Laboure 

AOC 012484 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/03/1992 

Page 337 

7. Walter De Roec.k '81: Wally has contacted Etl Fialkowski to say 
that he and James Murphy '65 [Pastor of st. Catherine 
I.aboure/Glenview] have COlOO to a verbal agreement. Etl asked 
Wally an::l Jim to write the Board requestirq this assigrnnent. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

Page 3 of 10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/03/1992 

Page 340 

B. 

6. Walter DeRoeck '71: Wally has reached an agreerrent with 
Jarres Murphy '65 [Pastor of st. catherine Laboure/Glenview) 
and they have sent in letters of agreerrent. Patrick 
O'Malley [Vicar for Priests) supports this assignroont. 
MJI'ION: 7 - O That Walter De Roeck be assigned to st. 

catherine I.aboure/Glenview as an Associate 
Pastor. 

Page 6 of 10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/03/1992 

7. Walter De Reeck '81: Wally has contacted Fd Fialkowski to say 
that he and James Murphy '65 [Pastor of st. Catherine 
I..al::cure/Glenview] have come to a verbal agreeroo:nt. Fd asked 
Wally arrl Jim to write the Board requestirxJ this assignment. 

a. 

9. 

10. 

AOC 012487 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/10/1992 

E. 

F. Associate Change Process: 
recx:mnen::lations were made: 

G. 

Page 5 of 8 

Page 350 

The following preliminary 

AOC 012488 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/24/1992 

c. Associate <l1all;Je Process: 

PRELIMINARY Lisr AS OF 04/10/92 

"PRELIMINARY" Stn;FSI'ED Lisr AS OF 04/24/92 
"A" 

Page 9 of 13 

Page 363 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 04/24/1992 

Page 364 

Page 10 of 13 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/01/1992 

Page 371 

10. 

11. 

12. '82: - [Associate at our Lady of the 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

Wayside/Arlin:Jt.on Hts.) expressa::i scare of his concerns about 
Walter De Reeck '71 and his need for supervision at st. 
catherine l.aboure/Glenview. 

Page 3 of 10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/01/1992 

Page 373 

c. Aaerrla / Vicar for Priests: [Patrick O'Malley '57) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

B. Walter De Roeck '71: Pat is confident that st. catherine 
Laboure/Glenview can meet the supervision needs as 
outlinErl. James Muqily '65 [Pastor) is very open arrl 
willi.n;J to take on this responsibility. 

9. 

Page 5 of 10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/01/1992 

Page 376 

K. 

VI. Old Business: 

1. 

2. 

VII. New Business: None discussed. 

1. 

VIII. Adjournrrent: 3:15 P.M. 
IDI'IOO: 9 - 0 

Calerrlar: 

Page 8 of 10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/0111992 
/)c<._, IF- I 

1 PRELIMINARY Lisr AS OF 04/10/92 

II 3 st. catherine I.aboure/Glvw Walter De.Roeck '71 appointed 

"B" 

AOC 012494 



Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Memo to File (POM) 
Re: Walter DeRoeck 
5/2/92 

At the Personnel Board meeting on May 1, we discussed Wally's 
case. Some members seemed to be reflecting the opinion that 
Jim Murphy would not be a good enough supervisor for him. 
This information may be coming from • , a former 
associate at st. Catherine Laboure who perhaps is 
representing the thinkin~ of Jim Kastigar. Jim is the one 
who had the experience with Wally at st. John Berchmans and 
still harbors a great deal of anger about that experience. 

I told the Board that I had talked to Jim Murphy very clearly 
as had Wally DeRoeck and Jim understands what the problem is. 
Jim also says that he would treat him as a brother who mi9ht 
be having difficulties with something like alcohol. He will 
not hesitate to call him on any strange behavior. I could 
not get a stronger affirmation from anyone than that. We 
will have to see what happens in the future and I will keep 
in close contact with Wally and with Jim. 

I also will contact aboutlllllllllllllllthe 
seminarian involved in that relationship~e how he 
is working out at this time. 

I spoke to Scott on 5/5/92 and he assured me that he ahs been 
in touch with who is still quite angry about the whole 
situation. 

AOC 012495 



(312) 944-6776 

THE DIOCESAN PRIESTS' PERSONNEL BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

25 WEST CHICAGO AVENUE - SUITE 500 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60610 

Week of May 17. 1992 

'IO: 
FRCM: 
RE: 
DATE: 

Your Eminence, 

At the May 1st meeti.m of the Priests' Personnel Board the 
follawi.m reconunendations were made: 

8 members present and voti.m 

At the May 15th meeti.m of the Priests' 
follawi.m reconunendations were made: 

7 members present and voti.m 

ASSOCIATE PASIDR REXXM1ENDATIONS: 
Parishes A list Associate 

AOC 012496 



Parishes B list Associate 

ASSOCIATE OR PARISH NC1I' rn OIANGE BUI' PIACED 

Walter DeRoeck '71 it 
ASSOCIATES NOI' PIACED 

Pastorates: 

AOC 012497 



Memo from 

Rev. Kenneth Velo 

To: __ Fa_th_e_r_O_'_M_a_1_1_e..:;.y _____ Date: 5/20/92 

Pat, 

This appointment was approved 

by the Cardinal some time ago. Is 

there anything else that has to be 

done from your perspective with 

Jim Murphy? If so, please let me 

know. 

l!vvt. 

AOC 012498 
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• • 

Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

May 20, 1992 

Dear Father DeRoeck: 

In light of the needs of the Archdiocese, I am pleased to 
appoint you as Associate Pastor to the Reverend James Murphy, Pastor of 
Saint Catherine Laboure Parish, Glenview. This appointment is effective 
immediately, I ask that you speak with Father Murphy regarding any 
necessary arrangements. 

It is my hope that given the pastoral experiences you have had 
in the past and your desire to serve at Saint Catherine, this will be a 
very happy and beneficial assignment for you and the people of Saint 
Catherine. 

Be assured, Wally, of my continued prayers, support and 
encouragement. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 
Saint Catherine Laboure Parish 
3535.Thornwood 
Glenview, Illinois 60025 

cc: Reverend James P. Murphy 
Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 

be: Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

f( _,1 ~-
~shop of C icago 

AOC 012499 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/29/1992 

REJX>R.I'S: (05/29/92) 

1. cardinal's Appointments: 

2. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) 

i) 

j) 

k) Walter De Reeck '71: 'lhe cardinal has appointed Wally to be 
Associate Pastor at st. catherine Laboure/Glenview effective 
immediately. 

AOC 012500 



Page 407 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/29/1992 

h) 

i) 

j) 

k) Walter De Roeck '71: '!he cardinal has appointed Wally to be 
Assoc:iate Pastor at st. catherine I..ab:>lrre/Glenview effective 
immediately. 

Page 2 of 11 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Rev. Walter DeRoeck 
St. Catherine Laboure Parish 
3535 Thornwood 
Glenview, Illinois 60025 

Dear Wally, 

July 13, 1992 

I caught your TV show, Sanctuary, this past Sunday. We 
were kidding Ed Conway about his participation. In general, 
I thought it was a pretty good show. I congratulate you on 
the way you handled it. Having been an interviewer on the 
old CTN/C scripture programs back in the mid-70s, I 
understand how difficult it is to conduct one of those 
interviews. You have to keep the talk going, keep everything 
interesting, and still listen to what people are saying to 
maintain the content. It looks eas¥ from the outside though 
it is not. Yet you made it look easier. 

I hope everything is going well with you at St. 
Catherine's. May you have a good summer -- at least what's 
left of it. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Rev. Walter DeRoeck 
st. Catherine Laboure Parish 
3535 Thornwood 
Glenview, Illinois 60025 

Dear Wally, 

December 9, 1992 

I have been unable to get in touch with you by phone 
though I have tried to do so on a couple of occasions. Would 
you please give me a call so that we could set up a meeting 
to review the situation up to the present time? I need to be 
in touch with you before the end of the year. I have no new 
items on the agenda, but as part of our previous agreement, 
we should be in contact. The best time to get hold of me is 
somewhere between 8:30 and 9:30 each morning. I'm almost 
always in the office early in the morning. 

In the meantime, take care of yourself. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 12/16/92 
Re: Rev. Walter DeRoeck 

De Roeck came in today for a visit with John Canary 

Wally indicated that he would like the Vicar's 
office to be active in his situation and to confront him 
since he has a tendency, in a busy parish, to let this matter 
slide. 

Therefore, I shall call him after Jan. 15 to inquire about 
both of these issues. He should have them in place by that 
time. 

At this time Wally seems to have a better understanding of ~ 
what occurred with that previous relationship and he will 
continue to examine the reasons why that relationship 
developed in the manner in which it did. our interview was a 
good one. 

In the future, Wally can be reached at his private number, 
I can leave a message on his tape if I call 

that number. 
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Off: (312} 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 4/16/93 
Re: Walter DeRoeck 

Wally and I finally made contact after a number of fruitless 
calls. I have been tr in to contact him to find out his 

Wally says he is doing fine right now. He says there is some 
tension in his own family situation since his father is 

• and is in--
California. He has two sisters out there~feeling 
pinched for time and are feeling pressure about giving time & 
attention to their parents. His brother lives here. His 
mother calls him frequently; he is trying to get her to plan 
for the possibility of placing his father in a nursing home 
if that becomes necessary. 

Wally just returned from a trip to the Holy Land which he 
found very satisfactory. The work at the parish seems to be 
going well. 

AOC 012505 
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St Catherine Laboure Parish 
3535 THORNWOOD AVE., GLENVIEW, ILLINOIS 60025 

708-729-1414 
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St Catherine l.aboure Parish 
3535 THORNWOOD AVE., GLENVIEW, ILLINOIS 60025 

708-729-1414 
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~ I acknowledge that I have read and am familiar with the Archdiocesan 
policies and procedures regarding sexual misconduct with minors, adopted 
September 21, 1992. 

Please send me a copy of these policies and procedures. 

rinted): 

State, Zip: 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 8/6/94 
Re: Walter DeRoeck 

I spoke to Fr. Jim Murphy, pastor of St. Catherine Laboure 
parish, on Tuesday, August 2. I was checking in with him in 
regard to Walter DeRoeck and how he is doing as associate 
pastor at St. Catherine's. 

Murphy said there has been absolutely no indication that 
there is any problem with young people there. He says that 
there are some communication problems between DeRoeck and the 
staff and himself and those seem to get worked out bit by 
bit. I will now be in touch with Wally DeRoeck to follow up 
with him. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/15/1995 

MINUTES 

Meeting: #4 - Fifteenth Board 

Date: September 15, 1995 

Place: Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center 

Present: 
Reverends: Jeremiah M. Boland, Kevin J. Feeney, John M. Collins, 

Joseph J. Kinane, Robert E. McLaughlin, 
John S. Siemianowski, Kenneth]. Velo. 

Absent: Rev. Steven W. Patte [On Sabbatical] 

I Opening Prayer: Rev. John M. Collins 10:14 A.M. 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Accepted 6 - 0 - 1 

ill Reports: 

1. 

2. 

Page 32 

3. James Murphy '66: Jim [Pastor of St. Catherine Laboure/Glenview] was 
pleased with the evaluation that was done regarding the conclusion of his 
first term as pastor of St. Catherine. He visited with Jerry Boland to discuss 
issues related to the evaluation. He is having difficulty with his Associate 
Pastor, Walter De Roeck '71. Jerry suggested that he contact the Vicar for 
Priests. After this conversation, Jim will feel more confident about formally 
applying for a second term. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/22/1995 

J. 

K. 

L. 

M. Vicar for Priests' Agenda: 

N. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. Walter De Roeck '71 

VI Old Business: 

VII New Business: 

VIII Adjournment: 
MOTION: 

3 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/22/1995 

L. 

M. Vicar for Priests' Agenda: 

N. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. Walter De Roeck '71 
5. 
6. 

5 

Page 46 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/29/1995 

I. 

J. Vicar for Priests' Agenda: 

K. 

L. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. Walter De Roeck '71 
6. 
6. 

3 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/29/1995 

I. 

J. Vicar for Priests' Agenda: 

K. 

L. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. Walter De Roeck '71 
6. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

7 

Page 86 
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Present: 

Absent: 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/06/1995 

Rev.: 

AGENDA 

Meeting: #7 Fifteenth Board 
October 6, 1995 Date: 

Place: Priests' Placement Board 

Jeremiah M. Boland, John M. Collins, Kevin J. Feeney, 
Joseph J. Kinane, Robert E. McLaughlin, 
John S. Siemianowski, Kenneth J. Velo. 

Rev. Steven W. Patte (On Sabbatical) 

Opening P1·ayer: Rev. Robert E. McLaughlin 

II Acceptance of' Minutes: 

III Reports: (See Attached Sheet) 

IV Acceptance of' Agenda: 

V Business: 

A. Vicar for Priests' Agenda: ( 11:30?) 

B. 

c. 

D. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

Page 60 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 10/06/1995 

Page 62 

3. 

4. 

IV Acceptance of Agenda: Accepted 6 - O - O 

V Business: 

A. Vicar for Priests' Agenda: 

1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. Walter De Roeck '71: Pat will be speaking with James Murphy '65 
[Pastor of St. Edna's/Arlington Hts.] on Wednesday, Oct. 11th and will 
address concerns about Walt [his associate]. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

2 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/03/1996 

REPORTS: (05/03/96) 

1. St. Paul of the Cross/Park Ridge: At the parish consultation, the parishioners 
expressed their desire to see the following priests as their new pastor. 

Walter De Roeck '71 1 mention 

2. 

8 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/03/1996 

MINUTES 

Meeting: #30th - Fifteenth Board 

Date: May 3, 1996 

Place: Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center 

Present: 
Reverends: Jeremiah M. Boland, Kevin J. Feeney, John M. Collins, 

Joseph J. Kinane, Robert E. McLaughlin, Steven W. Patte 
John S. Siemianowski, Kenneth J. Velo. 

I Opening Prayer: Rev. Kevin Feeney 9:58 A.M. 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Accepted 7 - 0 - 0 

Ill Reports: 

Page 300 

1. St. Paul of the Cross/Park Ridge: At the parish consultation, the parishioners 
expressed their desire to see the following priests as their new pastor. 

2. 

3. 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Members of the Placement Board, 

May 12, 1996 

Today marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood, 
an appropriate day to communicate with you regarding my ministry to the 
people of the archdiocese, in light of the fact that for some time now a 
number of people from St. Paul of the Cross have asked me to consider 
applying for the pastorate of their parish, now that Fr. Joe Kinane is fast 
approaching retirement. 

After prayerful reflection and considerable amount of conversation with 
family and friends, my spiritual director, and a close priest friend, I 
hereby make formal application for that position and responsibility. This is 
an appropriate time in my life to pursue this possibility. My experience in 
ministry has prepared me well for this specific parish. 

My first assignment after ordination twnety-f ive years ago brcught me to 
St. Paul of the Cross. I was one of two associates during my five years there. 
During part of that time, I was the deacon supervisor for Fr. Pat Brennan 
for his one-year internship at the parish. Together we did a number of 
creative 
things in preaching and in workshop efforts for people in liturgical ministry. 

I was instrumental in founding the YOUNG AT HEARTS Senior Citizens' Club and 
re-vitalizing the women's organization; the ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY became the 
APOSTOLATE OF WOMEN, with a new focus on spiritual growth and outreach; a new 
energy attracted younger women and I'm happy to say it is as exciting and 
creatively alive today as ever. 

During my time there I was Parish Cluster Secretary/Treasurer and chaired 
the Lenten Pulpit Exchange as well as the Adult Confirmation Program for the 
area. I was very involved also in ecumenical efforts in the Park Ridge area, 
especially in the planning and execution of various programs that comprised 
Christian Unity Week. 

In the area of Liturgy I am happy to say that I got the Liturgy Committee 
off the ground, I also worked with both the Adult Choir and the Teen Guitar 
Group. I was in charge of training and scheduling altar servers as well. I 
also initiated what today is called the Holy Family Chapel, used extensively 
for a more family-oriented liturgy. I introduced Tenebrae to the parish and 
worked on Confirmation Prep programs for students and their parents. I 
celebrated Mass for the local SPRED program once a month, worked with the 
teens on retreats and social service events, taught religion weekly to the 
students of the Junior High, and visited the local nursing home once a 
week. I also directed ANNIE GET YOUR GUN for the Adult Choir and YOU'RE A 
GOOD MAN CHARLIE BROWN for the teen fund-raiser. Of course, I took my turn 
with hospital visitation, baptisms, weddings and funerals, as well as the 
accompanying prep involved. 
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Over the years I have }~ept in touch with the parish on a regular basis. 
There's always a special place in your heart for your first assignment. I 
am still invited back to do weddings, baptisms and funerals; Joe Kinane has 
been most gracious and helpful at those times. I still have dinner on a 
regular basis with some of the families I grew close to at that time. Groups 
have gathered together over the years to celebrate my birthday/anniversary. 
I have received the bulletin all these years, keeping me informed of the 
various goings-on. 

Once I finished my term as Associate, I was asked to join the faculty at 
Quigley North where I wore many hats: Teacher of Religion, Teacher of Art, 
Tennis Coach, Ski Club Moderator, Director of Liturgy, Student Council 
Moderator, and for six of my eight years running the seminary recruitment 
program. This position put me in touch with many parishes and schools in 
both Cook and Lake County. I learned a great deal about the runnings of the 
diocese during my tenure at Quigley. 

During that time I was also invited to get involved in media ministry, first 
at WGN-·Radio where I did the conunentary for Christmas Midnight Mass. Later 
I was asked to join the WLS-TV news team for the funeral of Cardinal Cody 
and the installation of Cardinal Bernardin. Shortly thereafter I was asked 
to be co-producer and host of OF CABBAGES & KINGS (now known as SANCTUARY). 
I've been at this now for almost fourteen years. That has also been a 
growing experience for me, putting me in touch with various aspects of life 
and ministerial effort in the Chicagoland area and beyond. 

I've been a member of the Presbyteral Senate and an ACP Board member, both 
for a short but worthwhile time. 

In 1985 the Personnel Board approached me about taking on the pastorate of 
St. John Berchmans, this in midstream. I started without an Associate in 
February of that year, with little Spanish skill and with continuing 
responsibilities at Quigley until the end of the academic year. It was a 
wearing and trying time. 

I brought P.E.P. (Parish Evaluation Project) to the parish, revamped the 
collection procedure, increased the Sunday collection during my stay, and 
assured that the school depended on the parish for only 15% of its 
operating expenses. But 75% of my time seemed to be devoted to fund
raising concerns. I also expended a great deal of energy trying to 
accomodate the needs of a bilingual parish, a very frustrating work. Even 
though I'd gone away to study Spanish, I did not find it easy. It was 
draining; I also had a difficult time adjusting to the cultural needs of 
that very large segment of our parish. We worked on some creative 
liturgies, I spent a lot of time on area ecumenical efforts, and I was 
committed to weekly staff meetings, a challenge since the staff was 
composed of very talented folks with very strong personalities. Some of 
them were angry at the institutional church's authority, especially with 
regard to the role of women in leadership. The collaborative pastor role 
was a constant challenge. What a learning expereience!!! ! 
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I served as Pastor for one term and was renewed for a second term. I decided 
shortly into my second term that I would resign when I learned I would again 
be without an Associate. I informed Ken Velo at the time and the Cardinal 
was most gracious. I knew the bilingual issue was too much for me; not one 
of my gifts. I was scheduled to go on my sabbatical, so it was agreed that 
I would leave the parish at the start of the sabbatical (August of '91). 
I realized I'd been a part of a very difficult assignment; I made my share 
of mistakes, but I learned much about my strengths and weaknesses. Good! 

Once I completed my much-needed sabbatical, I came to St. Catherine Laboure 
as Associate Pastor. I've been in that position for four years now. As the 
Associate I have been looking at the role of pastor with different. insights, 
noticing much from the vantage point of the outside looking in. Again, I 
have learned much in the process. I am much more in touch with people 
issues as I've worked in the area of Liturgy and Adult Faith Enrichment. The 
Associate hears things that never reach the ears of the pastor. Though we 
have very few staff meetings here and staff morale is not as good as it 
might be, I've learned the value of working at this with a great deal of 
prayerful intensity. I've learned the importance of prayerful silence and 
the gift of retreat and solitude. I do much more spirituaal reading than 
ever before. 
- I have become a "Mertonian", relishing the wisdom of his writings. 

Mine is a renewed energy, anxious to put my own "flavor" into the place 
which is St. Paul of the Cross. Yes, it is a different place from that 
which I left as a young Associate in the mid '70's. Joe Kinane is a hard 
act to follow; he is much loved by his people, and rightfully so! But I 
feel the wisdom of years and the multiplicity of experiences suits me well. 
I am confident that, given the opportunity, I will be able to build on what 
he has accomplished. 

Since I believe in the value of TOMORROW'S PARISH, I would want to explore 
that possibility early on. That would be an excellent tool for anyone coming 
in as pastor, helping all to focus on the priorities that lie before us. 

•Kt0,da*S~~ ani.:0£.~~~s with me i~ greater detai'1 
}72:9:-1414. 

Respectfully, 

~~~ 
Fr. Walter De Roeck 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/24/1996 

Page 330 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

IV Acceptance of Agenda: Accepted 6 - 0 - 0 with additions: 

VIN #3 Walter De Roeck '71 

V Business: 

A. 

B. 

c. 

2 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 05/24/1996 

Page 336 

N. Appointments: 

1. 

2. WalterDeRoeck '71: Wally interviewed with the Board regarding the 
pastorate of St. Paul of the Cross. 

VI Old Business: None discussed. 

VII New Business: Status of May 31st meeting 

VIII Adjournment: TIME: 2:25 P.M. 
MOTION: 7 - 0 - 0 

8 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

Memo to File 
From: Rev. Lawrence McBrady 
Date: 6/10/96 
Re: Rev. Walter DeRoeck 

1. I met with Wally at his parish on 6/16/96 to discuss his 
VP office had not approved him as a candidate for 
We reviewed his situation: 

He acknowledged seeing about seven months ago and said 
thatllllllll would be attending Wally's 25th anniversary Mass on 
June 30. Wally acknowledges that he was too emotionally involved 

life but says that is now in the past and that both he 
ave gone on with their lives. 

1111111111111111111111111111. Wally says that keeps 
in touch by phone and thatllllconsiders Wally to be a mentor. 

3. I called Wally and informed him that he was free to apply to 
the Placement Board. Wally was very pleased to receive this 
news. 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
P .. o. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Members of the Placement Board, 

1! C,l::JJ t_ . & - I K · 'i (.,, C S 

June 12, 1996 

A month ago, I made application for the pastorate of St. Paul of the Cross 
Parish in Park Ridge. That continues to be my first choice of the many 
pastorates presently open. However, in the event I am not chosen for that 
position in Park Ridge, I would like to be considered for the pastorate of 
St. John of the Cross in Western Springs (Am I into the CROSS or what?). 

Rather than repeat for you all my ministerial history/experience, may I 
refer you to my letter of application for St. Paul's, dated May 12, 1996. 

In some ways St. John of the Cross and St. Paul of the Cross are very similar. 
(They and every other parish want God for a pastor). Both are very large 
operations -- a great number of parishioners and a good deal of sacramental 
work. Both seem to be dealing with the frustration of the school's inability 
to accomodate all the families who wish to have their children enrolled. Like 
St. Paul's, the question of expansion is an issue on the minds of a number of 
parish families. 

Unlike St. Paul, St. ,John of the Cross already has a gym. Also, unlike St. 
Paul of the Cross, St. John has already participated in Tomorrow's Parish, 
a fact for which I am very grateful. 

Thouogh I am not as familiar with the people and place which is St. John's, 
I am not a total stranger to the parish. A former St. Paul of the Cross 
parishioner continues to be a good friend of mine. He and his family live 
in St. John of the Cross now; he is very actively involved there. 

The parish profile speaks of St. John's as being "vibrant" - an appealing 
word in my dictionary of life. It has a variety and large number of active 
and very active ministries, including the relatively new Elizabeth Ministry. 
That is exciting. CRHP (Christ Renews His Parish) is also a big part of 
their work. I am quite familiar with that process since it has been going 
strong at St. Catherine Laboure, my present assignment, for many many years. 
In fact, ours here was among the first in the archdiocese to do CRHP. 

Since I am a strong believer in more effort at adult formation, I am happy to 
see that SJC expending so much energy in that direction. I also appreciate 
their desire for a pastor who is ecumenically sensitive; that has been a 
personal focus of mine for some time now. 
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They are looking for a "young priest with experience." A fifty-one year old 
priest with twenty-five years experience has more than a few good enery years. 
left for the task at hand. The profile tells us that the community is 
becoming younger. That speaks of energetic new blood on the horizon. That is a 
treasure to be embraced. 

They are looking for a "good administrator who loves liturgy." My own 
personal background speaks to that. The profile speaks of the desire to hire 
a business manager. Amen to that, so that I can truly pastor the people of 
parish and put my energies where they belong. 

They seek someone "approachable" with a "can do" attitude, willing to 
delegate and empower people. They also make it clear they want a pastor who 
is "able to relate to a wide range of ages." That is a reasonable request 
of the one who is called to "gather the assembly." One of my pastors many 
many years ago looked at various new challeges with a problematic eye. At 
the time I encouraged him to look at the "new stuff" not as a problems, but 
as full of possibility. I still believe that. Joyful hope is my personal 
motto. 

I am told that St. John of the Cross is renowned for its architecture. Though 
I've never been inside the facility, I've driven past it a number of times on 
my way to visiting my friends there in the parish. It is impressive. Having 
studied and taught art, the place is visually appealing, especially as it 
affects the liturgical space, another key interest of mine. 

With all this in mind, I conclude, comfortable in the knowledge that I could 
do well as pastor of the "vibrant" Western Springs parish. Thanks for your 
caring consideration. Maybe you see this as "the perfect match." 

Respectfully, 

Fr. Walter G. De Roeck 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/14/1996 

M. 

N. Vicar For Priests Agenda: (06/21/96) 

0. 

1. 
2. Walter De Roeck '71 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

VI Old Business: 

VII New Business: 

VIII Adjournment: ~T=IM=E __ : ---------------
MOTION: 

4 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/14/1996 

L. 

M. 

N. Vicar For Priests Agenda: (06/21/96) 

1. 
2. Walter De Roeck '71 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

9 

Page 355 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Members of the Placement Board, 

June 20, 1996 

Realizing that there are a number of pastorates open at this time and 
appreciating the fact that a number of them seem attractive appropriate 
possibilities, I make application for the position of pastor of Saint 
Celestine's Parish in Elmwood Park. 

As of this writing, I am awaiting word on the same position at St. John of 
the Cross in Western Springs. In the event I am not offered that pastorate, 
St. Celestine's seems an excellent alternative. 

I am well aware of the parish, since my classmate since second grade, Larry 
McBrady, has been at the parish for a good number of years. One of the people 
who has worked with me at WLS-TV is a parishioner there as well. 

I am impressed with the profile provided, especially Larry's words. He 
speaks of a people accustomed to consultation prior to decision making and a 
well-functioning Pastoral Council and other groups who have played a key role 
in parish leadership. I also appreciated hearing that the staff was collegial 
and worked at consensus decision making. 

Larry describes St. Celestine's as a post-Vatican II parish. Amen to that. 
I've 
experienced a small but vocallly strong contingent here at St. Catherine's who 
want to take_us back to pre-Vatican II spirituality. I'm ill-at-ease with 
their theology and their vision of church/parish. I long to be in an 
atmostphere that honors and celebrates Vatican II and energetically works to 
continue implementation of conciliar decrees. 

The church building has been around as long as I've been ordained. it is a 
good worship space. My liturgical background appreciates that. People at the 
parish feel liturgy is important, as do I. They seek a good homilist (people 
here tell me I am, on a consistent basis, a great homilist -- though none of 
my fans wrote in to the NEW WORLD). I am happy to see that the people of the 
parish rate their Sunday Liturgy so high -- a good sign for me. Happy to hear 
that liturgical music is done well there. 

The parish is looking for a seasoned pastor who would stick around for a while 
and offer some stability. They seek a forward thinking, energetic and 
sensitive 
person able to relate to a wide range of people. I preswne they mean various 
age groups and theologies. History shows that I'm experienced enough and young 
enough to fit the bill. Most who've come to know me say I am a middle-of-the
road kind of priest with progressive leanings. I can see that about me. 
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People at St. Celestine's are understandably "concerned that the new pastor 
not change what is already in place and good." A Staff member comment s:peaks 
of this: "Parishioners have a tendency to not let go of the past and can be 
reluctant to change." Another word,"territorial" struck me. But creativity is 
encouraged, flexibility and dialogue are respected. Amen to that. 

The issue of the "territorial" aspect of parish life and the concern about 
change is real everywhere, as are varied theologies and visions of parish. 
The Scriptures and the thrust of Vatican II are my guideposts on the journey. 
Talk about the need to keep on praying!!!! 

They talk about the need of a good administrator; I note that the parish 
already has a business manager. That's at least half the battle. They speak 
of wanting someone with an ecumencial outreach; I have been doing that for a 
good many years now in my various assignments. 

I am a strong proponent of Catholic Education and more expenditure of time 
and energy for religious education/formation not only for children (whether 
in parochial or public school), but more importantly for the adults of the 
parish. 

I notice that St. Celestine's has not participated in TOMORROW'S PARISH. I 
would like to present that to the Staff and Pastoral Council for consideration 
early on, should I be appointed pastor. 

Previous letters to the Board have addressed my own skills and experience in 
greater detail. Please refer to them as needed. I look forward to the 
opportunity to serve as pastor again, hoping that my gifts can enhance the 
ministry to God's people in that service/leadership position. 

Respectfully, 

~<k_~ 
Rev. Walter G. De Roeck · 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/21/1996 

M. Vicar For Priests Agenda: (06/28/96) 9:30 

N. 

I. Welcome to Lawrence McBrady - Co Vicar for Priests 
II. Relationship of the Co-Vicar to the Priests' Placement Board 
III. Priests: 

1. 
2. Walter De Roeck '71 
3. 
4 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

VI Old Business: 

VII New Business: 

VIII Adjournment: 2'.T~IM~E"'-: ----------------
MOTION: 

1996 Calendar of the 15TH BOARD: 

4 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/21/1996 

Page 365 
M. Vicar For Priests Agenda: (06/28/96) 9:30 

N. 

I. Welcome to Lawrence McBrady · Co Vicar for Priests 
II. Relationship of the Co-Vicar to the Priests' Placement Board 
III. Priests: 

1. 
2. Walter De Roeck '71 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

VII New Business: None discussed 

VIIl Adjournment: TIME: 3:00 P.M. 
MOTION: 6 - O - O 

1996 Calendar of the 15TH BOARD: 

8 
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I,.... 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/27/1996 

G. Preliminary Considerations: 

H. 

k. St. Celestine/Elmwood Park: The Board reviewed the parish and discussed 
the possibility of Walter De Roeck '71 serving as pastor. 

5 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/27/1996 

K. 

Page 374 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. Walter De Rocck '71: The Vicars for Priests have removed the hold on 
Walter's [Associate Pastor of St. Catherine Laboure/Glenview] application 
for the pastorate of St. Celestine. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

7 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 06/27/1996 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. Priests: 

F. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. Walter De Roeck '71 
7. 
8. 
9. 

2 
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Present: Rev.: 

AGENDA 

Meeting: Vicar For Priests Agenda 
June 28, 1996 Date: 

Place: Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 

Jeremiah M. Boland, John M. Collins, Kevin J. Feeney, 
Joseph J. Kinane, Robert E. McLaughlin, 
Steven W. Patte, John S. Siemianowski. 

Absent: Msgr. Kenneth J. Velo 

I. Welcome to Lawrence McBrady - Co Vicar for Priests 

II. Relationship of the Co-Vicar to the Priests' Placement Board 

III. Priests: 

1. 
2. Walter De Roeck '71 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

6 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07 /12/1996 

Page 384 

D. Second Readings: 

E. 

1. 

2. St. John of the Cross/Western Springs: 

3. 

Walter DeRoeck '71 11---2 4 

MOTION: 6-0-0 That the Board recommend for 
the pastorate of St. John of the Cross/Western 
Springs. 

4 
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Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Members of the Board, 

July 

I am very conscious of the fact that this year in a very brief period of 
time I have sent you more letters than in all the twenty-five years of my 
priesthood combined. The number of pastorates that have opened up in 
recent months is certainly a factor. And the fact that I am anxious to take 
on pastoring again is real at this juncture in my life. A good many of the 
openings have been and continue to be appealing. 

Thus, in the event that in your eyes my previous applications for other 
parishes were not of "the perfect match" variety, I hereby stunbit yet 
another -- this for the pastorate at St. Raymond de Penafort Parish in 
Mount Prospect. 

I have some personal knowledge of the parish already, having been there for 
some sacramental experiences. Some former parishioners of mine live in that 
parish and have urged me to apply. Fr. Steve Dombrowski, the Associate there, 
is a former student of mine from Quigley days. Sister Elaine Campbell, the 
school principal, used to have that position at St. Catherine Laboure, my 
present assignment. Tom and Rita Lambert of the parish staff are two people 
I have worked with on mental health education issues a few years ago. 

I will not make note of my skills and experience (I went into all that in 
great detail in my letter of application for St. Paul of the Cross Parish 
some few months ago; I trust that is in my file). 

I was happy to see the strength of the many parish organizations listed, and 
especially happy to note the existence of a SPRED program and PADS -- two 
programs dear to my heart. Because of my own Liturgy and Art background, 
I am also happy to note the existence of a strong Art & Environment Committee. 

I am happy that some Long Range Plan work has already been done there, but I 
would want to pursue Tomorrow's Parish there as well, should I be given the 
opportunity to serve as pastor in that setting. 

I notice that Liturgical Ministry and Adult Faith Formation is of great 
value to the people of St. Raymond's. My vision of parish certainly sees 
those two elements as of utmost importance. Not to diminish the need to 
reach out to young people (a need expressed in practically every parish), 
but adults formed in faith values can have a most powerful impact on the 
youth of any locale. If adults enthusiastic about their faith are not on 
the scene, much of our youth effort will be in vain. Lay ministry begins 
first with those of conunitted adult faith. Then exciting parish activities 
and organizations will touch people at the very depths of their being. 

I am a Vatican II priest who believes in "shared leadership that is 
dialogical and collegial" (words taken from the parish profile) Adult 
formation is one of my priori ties , as it is for the people of St. Raymond' s. 
They are looking for someone who believes in good Liturgy and is a good 
homilist. The feedback I get from the people in the pews speaks to that in 
my life. I am committed to exceptionally good liturgy and faith-filled 
dow~-to-earth homilies that are well prepared and touch people where they're 
at. Based upon feedback received, I feel I achieve in this area. 
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Any parish has its myriad of groups, some more progressive in philosophy, 
some more traditional. I know I need to be sensitive to both, although my 
own stance is more on the progressive side. I am excitied by the prospect 
of many younger families moving in. New blood is always enriching! 

The staff seeks someone open to good communication. I appreciate and honor 
that as a value in my own life and ministry. I want not only regular staff 
meetings, but regular one-on-one meetings with staff members (open to weekly 
or monthly or something in between). I am also anxious that clear concrete 
expectations are spelled out in writing so as to avoid misunderstandings and 
the frustrations'that accompany that. They ask for a "mj_nister to ministers." 
Amen to that. I am known as an energetic and good listener by the laity with 
whom I work on various committees. I strive to enable and empower in a 
collaborative way; delegation is crucial in our time of priest shortages. 

I have read through the parish's Long Range Plan dated May 2, 1996. A lot of 
good reflection and work have already gone into it. I am happy to see they 
want to make the church more handicapped-accessible. I am happy to see their 
wanting to expand a sense of belonging. And, in line with the need for 
clearer expectations, the desire to establish and revise job descriptions of 
all parish staff members. I'm glad as well that they are developing a plan 
to deal with the future reduction in priest personnel. That might be a real 
concern for the new pastor sooner than he'd like. I am happy at the progress 
already achieved in the area of youth ministry, but I also agree that a full
time person in that position is a goal to be pursued. 

Geographically and demographically, I could feel right at home at St. Ray's 
because in many ways it is so similar to St. Catherine Laboure where I've 
been ministering for almost five years. 

My thanks for your consideration of my application for this pastorate. 

Sincerely, 

r·t~-~ 
Fr. Walter De Roeck 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 07/26/1996 

Page 398 

5. 

IV Acceptance of Agenda: Accepted 6 • O • O 

V Business: 

A. 

B. 

C. First Readings: 

1. St. Celestine/Elmwood Park: 

2. 

3. 

MOTION: 6-0-0 That nominations be closed for the purpose of a 
First Reading. 

The Board recommends Walter DeRoeck for the pastorate. Despite 
Bishop Jakubowski's endorsement of-, the Board still has 
reservations. Ken Velo will follow up. 

2 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/02/1996 

Page 408 

B. 

C. Second Readings: 

1. St. Celestine/Elmwood Park: Bishop Thad Jakubowski [Vicar] accepts 
the Boards' recommendation. 

4 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 08/02/1996 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

D. 

Page 409 

Walter De Roeck '71 3 3 3 3 2 3 17 5 

The Board recommends Walter De Roeck for the pastorate of St. 
Celestine's. 

5 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Father DeRoeck: 

August 21, 1996 

Post Office &x 1979 
Oticago, Illinois 60690-1979 

It is my pleasure to appoint you as Pastor of St. Celestine 
Parish, Elmwood Park. This appointment is made in consultation with the 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board as well as the Vicar and Dean. This 
appointment is effective September 1, 1996. Your term of office will be for 
six years but will officially remain in effect until you are reappointed or 
transferred or your successor is named. 

Bishop Jakubowski will act as my delegate in receiving your 
Profession of Faith. I ask that you contact him regarding your formal 
installation. 

Wally, I take this occasion to thank you for your service at St. 
Catherine Laboure these past years. I know that your ministry there has 
touched the lives of the people of God. No doubt, your presence will be 
missed there as you leave for your new assignment. 

I am confident that the parish community at St. Celestine's will 
receive you and respond wholeheartedly to your pastoral leadership. The 
experience you have had in the past will be most helpful as you take up this 
new responsibility. Know that as you begin this pastoral charge you have 
my encouragement and prayerful support. 

In keeping with the recommendation of the Presbyteral Council, 
I ask that you participate in the Pastor in the 90's Program II offered by 
the Center for Development in Ministry. Please call the Center to register 
for this program, which is held in the Spring and Autumn of each year. The 
fee will be paid by the Pastoral Center as a sign of our support for you in 
your ministry. 

With gratitude for your cooperation and with cordial good 
wishes, I remain 

~'~ 
c lesiastical Notary 

Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 
St. Catherine Laboure 
3535 Thornwood 
Glenview, Illinois 60025 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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Reverend Walter G. De Reeck 
August 21, 1996 - Page Two 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend R. Peter Bowman, Vicar for Administration 

~everend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Most Reverend Thad Jakubowski, Vicar 
Reverend Daniel G. Mayall, Dean 
Reverend William J. Stenzel 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
Office of Ministerial Evaluation 
Office of Research and Planning 
Center for Development in Ministry 
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Dear Bishop Goedert 

& Father Coughlin, 

We have reason to believe that a certain priest, Rev. 
Walter De Roeck, is not capable of assuming the duties of 
pastor of a parish. 

There are many rumors about this priest's unstable 
sexual identity and rumors in and of themselves are not of 
much value. 

Recently Father De Roeck went into a sleasy tatoo parlor 
in Berwyn. He let it be known that he was Father Wally. He 
asked that his mail o.rgan be pierced. Now why would he want 
that? · 

If you have any questions about this unhappy information, 
just ask an empolyee out there by the name of • 

We think that you should look into this. 

Sincere regards, 

Two Concerned Catholics 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/06/1996 

REPORTS: (09/06/96) 

1. 

2. Walter DeRoeck '71: The Cardinal has appointed Wally as Pastor of St. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Celestine's/Elmwood Park effective September 1, 1996 for a term of six years 
but will officially remain in effect until Juan is reappointed or transferred 
or a successor is named. 

7 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 09/06/1996 

MINUTES 

Meeting: #45th - Fifteenth Board 

Date: September 6, 1996 

Place: Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center 

Present: 
Reverends: Jeremiah M. Boland, Kevin J. Feeney, John M. Collins, 

Robert E. Mclaughlin, Steven W. Patte 
John S. Siemianowski, Msgr. Kenneth J. Velo (left 1:15). 

Absent: Rev. Joseph J. Kinane 

I Opening Prayer: Rev. Kevin J. Feeney 10:05 A.M. 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Accepted 7 - 0 - 0 

III Reports: 

1. 

Page 437 

2. Walter DeRoeck '71: The Cardinal has appointed Wally as Pastor of St. 

3. 

4 . 

Celestine's/Elmwood Park effective September 1, 1996 for a term of six years 
but will officially remain in effect until Wally is reappointed or transferred 
or a successor is named. 

1 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: 
Date: 

Rev. Lawrence McBrady 
9/20/96 

Re: Rev. Walter DeRoeck 

Dan Coughlin and I met with Wally at st. Celestine's on 9/11/96. 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the contents of an 
anonymous letter pertaining to Wally which arrived at our office 
on the previous Friday. (letter attached) 

Wally acknowledged knowing as well as knowing the owner 
(who was recently killed in an accident). He denied it was 
"sleazy" but admitted it was probably not the type of place a 
priest should be frequenting. Wally stated that he did have his 
right shoulder tatooed but denied any other tatoos or piercings. 

Dan reminded Wally that priests are public figures who must 
consider the appropriateness of their actions. I told Wally that 
the proximity of the tatoo parlor to st. Celestine's made his 
going there quite risky -- even if nothing inappropriate was 
going on. Wally agreed and said he would not go to the parlor 
again. We told him that, at this point, having discussed the 
letter in some detail, we considered this matter closed. 
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Certificate of Installation of the Pastor 
Archdiocese of Chicago 

This is to certify that I, the undersigned, presented the Reverend 

Walter De Roeck 

to the members of the parish community of 

St. Celestine 

assembled in church. 

In their presence, I have installed him as their pastor with the prescribed ceremonies, 
in accord with canon 527, §2, and have entrusted him with the leadership and pastoral 
care of this parish community with all the rights and responsibilities described in 
the general law of the Church, especially canon 519, as well as the particular statutes 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago, and his letter of appointment. 

Given at _____ E_lm_w_o_o_d_P_a_rk ______ , Illinois, on the twenty-second day 

of the month of ____ --'S~eC.....p-"-t--'em=b"--e-"r ________ , in the Year of Our Lord 

Nineteen Hundred Ninety Six 

"It is He who gave apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors and teachers in 
roles of service for the faithful to build 
up the body of Christ, till we become 
one in faith and in the knowledge of 
God's Son, and form that perfect man 
who is Christ come to full stature." 

Ephesians 4:13 

Episcopal Vicar 
TITLE 

D.D. 
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OATH OF FIDELITY ON ASSUMING AN OFFICE TO BE EXERCISED 
IN THE NAME OF THE CHURCH 

(In the Archdiocese of Chicago this form applies to L'iose assuming the office mentioned in the canon 833, 
nn. 5-6, i.e. vicars general, episcopal vicars, judicial vicars, pastors, seminary rectors, professors of theology 
and philosophy in seminaries, and those to be ordained deacons.) 

I, Walter De Reeck , in assuming the office of Pastor , 

promise that both in my words and in my conduct I shall always preserve 
communion with the Catholic Church. 

I shall carry out with the greatest care and fidelity the duties incumbent on me 
toward both the universal Church and the particular Church in which, according to 
the provisions of the law, I have been called to exercise my service. 

In fulfilling the charge entrusted to me in the name of the Church, I shall hold 
fast to the deposit of faith in its entirety, I shall faithfully hand it on and explain it, 
and I shall avoid any teachings opposed to that faith. 

I shall follow and foster the common discipline of the whole Church and I shall 
observe all ecclesiastical laws, especially those which are contained in the Code of 
Canon Law. 

In Christian obedience I shall unite myself with what is declared by the bishops 
as authentic doctors and teachers of the faith or established by them as those 
responsible for the governance of the Church; I shall also faithfully assist the 
diocesan bishops, in order that the apostolic activity exercised in the name and by 
mandate of the Church may be carried out in the communion of the same Church. 

So help me God, and God's holy Gospels, on which I place my hand. 

~-~P.~~ 
Signature 

+ 
Name D.D. 

Episcopal Vicar 

Title 

Dated at _-=El=rn=w=oo=d=--=-P=ar=-=k'"----, Illinois 

On the twenty-second Day of the Month of ___ S.:ue::..i.pLLt.c;:.emWJhu.te:...i.r _______ _ 

lntheYearofOurLord _____ N1_·n_e_t_ee_n_H_un_d_r_e_d_N_i_n_e~ty~S_i_x __________ _ 
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FAX 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS OFFICE 

645 N. Michigan, Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

To: C11-1tJr ~A/ f;.-,1-flJds 966~) ~

From: F,,,;/._E« ~ ,,_,v Ca-..,) /,',v 
Fax Number: 3 3 7 · ~ 3 ?1' 
Number of pages including cover sbeet:_i__ 

MESSAGE: 

_URGENT __boR YOUR REVIEW _REPLY ASAP 

/ 

COMMENT 
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St. Celestine Meeting 

Father Larry Sullivan Associate Pastor 

Jeanne Schulte Pastoral Associate 

Melody Devine DRE 

Jim Devine Deacon 

Mike Delarco Deacon 

Dorothy Mozuch Business Mgr. 

Barbara Mares Dir. OfMinisters of Care 

Kim McMillan Youth Minister 

Jeanine Rocchi Principal 

i.e. all Staff except Music Minister Ci R Is-

Maureen Detty 
MaryZyk 

Vice Principal - 8th grade teacher 
Secretary in School 
member of Pastoral Council 
Finance Council 
President of School Board 
Cantor - former Parish Council 
Human Concerns Committee 
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Depending on the nature and circumstances of an allegation, Victim Assistance 

Ministry will assist in coordinating parish outreach efforts with the Vicar General 

and others, as appropriate. 

CJ Schedule meeting of appropriate Pastoral Center Personnel - e.g., Office of 

Communications, Office for Catholic Education, etc. 

CJ Contact and inform local pastor, dean(s), vicar and other local leaders - e.g., 

principal, D.R.E., etc. 

O When appropriate, coordinate an intervention plan with other parishes where 

priest was assigned. 

CJ Contact/alert Crisis Team membership, including psychologists. 

CJ Coordinate, with the Vicar General, parish leadership meeting(s). 

CJ Confer with Legal Services. 

0 Assure regular updating of Pastoral Center personnel. 

CJ Keep appropriate internal leadership and appropriate local leadership 

informed on the progress of the outreach-intervention. 

CJ Maintain pastoral follow-up contact with parish leadership. 
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"1laft Letter from Cardinal Francis George to St. Celestine Parish 

Dear parishioners of St. Celestine: 

~~mrnFU~ 

ffi d 
Th~is p~st w~ek ~=~t;& fiSromCF1ath~r Wa

0
1tberpe R

1 
oheckh in dwhich ffihe ~· j 

o ere 1s res_w.n~hOll o~trli t. e estme. v1ous ~ e as eep a ect1on 
for you, and tills w\"S'1i'ot easy for him. Bttt I am assm eEI ilut this has eeeR a delibc1 ate 
aAd psiyctful SeisieR 8A kie fltlR. 

t:'. 

:;x • lipg fa!lw Q RpecR aM hh a yt, I have accepted his resignation. 
1 

0 . --.JJ. 
~loptfis he moves on in his own healing proces~ygu a8 strQRg llRii untMtittMI ~ ~ ~ 

"6f~.r~€i~. L,,,-. ~~~tr,._,~ i; =:::=father Lawrence Sullivan and the other ~ ' 
members ofy~~tS~'tQ&Rpetert aRd smfl:FRitted parish staff for their prau an2;MH'7 
gd danee during past few months. MfwiaL p parishioners ef ~t. @ehmu~e ~'QUr -==·: .::: ,j :=~~~~:=~::::~:::. 

., icl"die der I ul. . ~ .._J__ o.Ll, 7 ~ " 
Please continue to pray for Father Walter De Roeck and for all priests. Jiil ·ah_ 

...Re mmd1t1 in faith, 1 aonciliation mid unity oi Spli it J ~ )P' o&uh the ...... 
111i•Jennin111 Also please pray for me. r ....... ~a .....:.. 0 ~ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Memorandum 

Ms. Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor T7lf 
March 12, 1999 

Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

In response to your inquiry, I checked the file of Reverend Walter G. De Roeck. The file 
indicates that several staff members at St. John Berchmans Parish in 1989 approached then
Father Raymond Goedert, Vicar for Priests, with their concern that Father De Roeck, the Pastor, 
was involved in an emotionally-dependent relationship with a nineteen year old college 
seminarian. The staff was concerned that it was becoming a source of scandal that the young 
man was staying overnight in Father De Roeck's quarters, where he would sleep on the couch. 
There was no allegation of sexual misconduct (Father De Roeck said he slept in his own bed), 
but the staff complained that Father De Roeck was spending an inordinate amount of time with 
the young man and would then tell others that he was unavailable for parish responsibilities. 

Father De Roeck 
• was told that the young man needed to leave the parish rectory. According to Bishop 
Goedert, Father De Roeck was fully cooperative. When his term as Pastor of St. John Berchmans 
expired in 1991, he did not seek renewal. He took a sabbatical, after which he was appointed 
Associate Pastor of St. Catherine Laboure Parish in Glenview in May 1992. In September 1996 
he was appointed Pastor of St. Celestine Parish in Elmwood Park to succeed Father Lawrence 
McBrady, who was appointed Vicar for Priests. Father De Roeck still serves currently as Pastor 
of St. Celestine Parish. 

Since this matter did not involve an allegation of sexual misconduct nor was the young 
man a minor, I believe this summary from the file is the pertinent information to provide at this 
time. When I am informed of the name of the young man who contacted Ralph Bonaccorsi, and 
if he turns out to be the same person as the young man mentioned previously in the file, we 
should discuss with the Vicars for Priests what information from the files would be appropriate 
to share with the Review Board. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a memorandum prepared by Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, 
summarizing Victim IT's statement, given to Ms. Leggdas and Ralph Bonaccorsi of the Office of 
Assistance Ministry on March 16, 1999, fonnalizing Victim IT' s allegation of sexual abuse 
against Fr. Walter DeRoeck. According to Victim IT, the abuse occurred in 1986 when Victim 
IT was 13-14 years old. The abuse consisted of two instances of Fr. DeRoeck masturbating in 
front of Victim IT and Victim IS while on out-of-state trips. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: File - PRF-62 

FROM: Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

DATE: March 16, 1999 ------------------ :;,..~ \1-El'ETING WITH REV.WALTER DE RO~GARDING ALLEGATION OF 
SEXlIALMISCONDUCT WIIB A MINOR AS GIVEN BY 

RE: 

PRESENT AT MEETING: 
Rev. Walter De Roeck [WDR] 
Rev. Lawrence P. McBrady [LM], Vicar for Priest 
Ms. Kathleen Leggdas [KL], Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PRF A] 

INFORMATION ON ALLEGED PERPETRATOR: 
Rev. Walter De Roeck, born and ordained May 12, 1971, has 
been pastor of St. Celestine Parish in Elmwood Park since September of 1996. 
Previously, Fr. De Roeck was an Associate Pastor at St. Catherine Laboure in 
Glenview. From February 1995 to May 1991 he was pastor of St. John Berchman. 
Fr. De Roeck taught at Archbishop Quigley High School Seminary from 1976 to 
1985. ~~ 

MEETING SUMMARY: rf'-~ 
LM began by advising Fr. De Roeck of his right to have an attorney present. LM 
then began to explain the nature of the matter at hand, etc. 

I then proceeded to describe my role in relationship to the Review Board, the 
Board composition, as well as the overall steps taken when my office receives 
such an allegation. 

Fr. De Roeck waived the right to legal counsel and requested that I present the 
allegation. As detailed in the previous memo, I reviewed each of the two 
incidents to him. 

Fr. De Roeck's initial response was shock. and he was visibly shaken. After a 
few minutes, we continued. Fr. De Roeck d~!DP as did he 
recall the time in Michigan City. .. ---.... 
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PFR-62 
File Memorandum 03/16/99 

Page 2 of3 

Roeck provided me with the name of the Quigle 

d the name of ••••••••illilil 
Fr. De Roeck said he consciously befriended 

. He stated that the Michigan City trips took place 
only 2 or 3 times. 

Fr. De Roeck said there was an unwritten rule for the trips - that the boys were 
free to speak their minds on any topic. Conversations, therefore, covered 
sexuality, masturbation, etc. When asked if Fr. De Roeck discussed his personal 
life related to these issues or self-disclosed personal information to the boys, he 
could not recall. 

Fr. De Roeck denied the allegation of masturbating in front of the boys, as well 
as the allegatioii of showing and discussmg gemtal p1ercmg. 

There were two distinct times in the conversation that LM and I both believed Fr. 
De Roeck was about to disclose further information, but he did not, in fact, do so. 

Following this, we delineated the specific monitoring restrictions to be in effect 
immediately: 

1. That Fr. De Roeck would ~go to his Michigan City house over the 
weekend, as is his custom, until further notice. 

2. That Fr. De Roeck not be alone with minors without the presence of 
another responsible ~dult. 

3. That Fr. De Roeck agrees to stay at his parish home or go to ~..vfj 
Call in Mundelein. Fr. De Roeck opted to stay in Elmwood Park. · 

4. That Rev. La~ence Sullivan [LS], Associate Pastor at St. Celestine, 
be informed of the allegation and serve as an on-site monitor for the 
Professional Fitness Review Board. 

5. That LS be required to fill out monitor reports and submit them to 
the Professional Fitness Review Administrator until the investigation 
is complete. 

6. That Fr. De Roeck call and inform LS each time he leaves the 
rectory with his destination and estimated time of return to the 
rectory. 

AOC 012561 



PFR--62 
File Memorandum 03/16/99 

Page 3 of3 

7. That Fr. De Roeck fill out a d_ail~g and ma~ly to the 
Professional Fitness Review ~til further 
determinations can be made by the Review Board. 

Rev. Sullivan was so advised, and both he and Fr. De Roeck agreed to the above terms. 

Note: The following day [March 17, 1999] Fr. De Roeck contacted an attorney and made an 
appointment with · 

Cc: Professional Fitness Review Board Members 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Rev. Daniel Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a memorandum prepared by Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, of 
Victim IS 's statement, given to Ms. Leggdas and Ralph Bonaccorsi of the Office of Assistance 
Ministry on March 17, 1999, fonnalizing Victim IS' s allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. 
Walter DeRoeck. According to Victim IS, the abuse occurred in 1986 when Victim IS was 15 
years old and Fr. DeRoeck would take minor boys on out-of-state trips. The abuse consisted of 
one instance of Fr. DeRoeck masturbating Victim IS and one instance of Fr. DeRoeck 
masturbating in front of Victim IS and Victim IT. Fr. DeRoeck would also ask Victim IS and 
Victim IT to play with his nipples and showed them his nipple and genital piercings. 
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.. 
CONflDfNTIAI. 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: File - PRF-62 

FROM: Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

DATE: March 17, 1999 

RE: MEETING WITII REV. WALTER DE RO ECK REGARDING ALLEGATION OF 

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT WITH A MINOR AS GIVEN BY 

PRESENT AT MEETING: 
Rev. Walter De Roeck [WDR] 
Rev. Daniel Coughlin [DC], Vicar for Priest 
Ms. Kathleen Leggdas [KL], Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PRFA] 

MEETING SUMMARY: 
Rev. Daniel Coughlin is the Vicar responsible for this case. He was out of town 
for the first allegation. Fr. De Roeck was aware of this. 

Since the previous allegation was presented the preceding Friday, there was no 
need to go through preliminary information regarding the policies/procedures. I 
[KL] did obtain a written consent from Fr. De Roeck to share······· 
•••••••lwith the Professional Fitness Review Board. I also gave 
him the monitor forms, a copy of policies/procedures, and the Daily Log Form 
from my office. He agreed to complete them as requested. 

I then proceeded to present the allegation as stated by 
(see previous memo for details). 

In response to the specifics of the allegation, Fr. De Roeck recalled that• did 
visit his home with (who Fr. De Roeck said was like a 
cousin to •. 
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•'' PFR--62 

File Memorandum 03/17/99 
Page 2 of2 

Fr. De Roeck said he used marijuana and he was unsure ifhe smoked in front of 
the boys. He was also unable to remember ifhe or. supplied the marijuana. 

Fr. De Roeck more clearly recalled the extended trip to Michigan City and 
-· He did not recall masturbating in front of the boys or their walking in 
on him. Fr. De Roeck adamantly denies every touching• 

I asked Fr. De Roeck directly if he does, in fact, have body piercing. He said 
"not now, but I did then." Fr. De Roeck then said that his nipples were pierced 
and he had rings in them. He also said he had genital piercing underneath his 
testicles. 

Fr. De Roeck stated clearly that he is not now engaged in any relationship with 
underage students. He said that he has had no underage boys or girls to Michigan 
City since 1990 when the question of his relationship with a 19-year-old 
seminarian was questioned. 

Fr. De Roock continues to avoid direct contact with minors in the school or 
parish activities as a precaution and personal decision to not be in any situation in 
which anything could be misconstrued. 

DC asked that Fr. De Roeck not say any public masses, and continue with 
previous restrictions per the first meeting. 

Cc: Professional Fitness Review Board Members 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Rev. Daniel Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
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StreSS (stres), n. A condition. Whe~ a person's 
mind overcomes the body's desire to choke the living :;;J;w=jDeseNes it 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a file memo dated March 18, 1999 from Ralph Bonaccorsi, of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Assistance Ministry, summarizing Mr. Bonaccorsi's March 
12, 1999 meeting with the mother of Victim IT. The victim's mother expressed to Mr. 
Bonaccorsi her feelings regarding the abusive relationship between Victim IT and Fr. Walter 
DeRoeck and her gratitude for the support that she and Victim IT have received from the 
Archdiocese. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Reverend Walter G. De Rocck 

Dear Father De Rocck: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Enclosed is a revised letter dated March 20, 1999 to you from Cardinal George. It replaces the one that 
Father Dan Coughlin and I hand-delivered to you personally at St. Celestine Rectory on March 20, 1999 
following the Review Board's meeting that day. 

In that original letter, Cardinal George had added a hand-written notation that the allegations against you 
regarded alleged sexual misconduct and inappropriate behavior with minors "fourteen years ago." In fact they 
stem from thirteen years ago. Also, 
•••••••••••••••••••••• The revised letter corrects those two items. The 
enclosed letter also adds the stipulation that you arc not authorized during your period of administrative leave to 
act as an agent or representative of the Archdiocese of Chicago; it also adds the precept that you arc not to be 
alone with any minor without the presence of another responsible adult. 

Since this letter entirely replaces the one previously given to you, the former version should be destroyed. 

Please note also that the Professional Fitness Review Board is scheduled to conduct its Second Stage 
Review of your case on Saturday, July 17, 1999. At the Second Stage Review the Board shall determine whether 
prior determinations as to your ministry should be altered and what further action, if any, should be taken with 
respect to th~ allegations. Since Cardinal George will be on vacation until the end of July, it may not be until the 
beginning of August that he would decide on any recommendations to him from the Review Board. You will be 
informed as soon as possible after the Cardinal has had an opportunity to review and decide on the Board's 
recommendations. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Kathleen Lcggdas, Father Dan Coughlin or 
me. I will keep you in my prayers during this time. 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

~~-P~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend Lawrence J. Sullivan, Administrator, St. Celestine Parish 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Ms. Kathleen Lcggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

File 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor Tf 
March 20, 1999 

Review Board Meeting/First Stage Review/Rev. Walter DeRoeck 

The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review following allegations against 
Rev. Walter DeRoeck. In light of the information presented, including the two 
allegations and Fr. DeRoeck's response, the board determined that there is reasonable 
cause to suspect that Fr. DeRoeck engaged in sexual misconduct with minors and voted 
unanimously to recommend that Fr. DeRoeck should be withdrawn from minist at this 

The Board also recommended that he 

If there is an interim period before Fr. DeRoeck is able to the 
Board recommended that he stay with a "friendly priest," e.g. Fr. Andrew McDonagh. 

AOC 012572 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office or Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. Sr. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Members Present: 

Other's Present: 

Rev. T. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Kathleen Leggdas, PFRA 

I. Approval of Minutes: 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
Professional Fitness Review Board 

Meeting, Saturday, March 20, 1999 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

February 20, 1999 Minutes approved with one correction in 
spelling for-

II. Review Board Matters: 

A. Walter De Roeck, PFR-62 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

fax (312) 751-5279 

Corrections to the Minutes 
of March 20, 1999 

The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review following allegations made against Rev. 
Walter De Roeck. The Board reviewed an allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor and an 
allegation of other inappropriate behavior with a second minor. In addition to these allegations, 
there was a previous (1989) allegation of inappropriate behavior with another person. 

In light of this information, Father De Roeck's response, and 
- the Board determined that there is reasonable cause to recommend that Father De 
Roeck be withdrawn from ministry. The Review Board was unanimous in making this 
recommendation. 
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If there is an interim period before Fr. De Roeck is able to the Board 

recommended that he stay with a "Friendly priest", e.g. Fr. Andrew McDonagh. 

At present, plans are in place for Fr. De Roeck to 

Fr. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests and PFRA will fly to-on Thursday, April 1st. 

Additional discussion focused on differentiating between sexual misconduct and inappropriate or 
boundary violations with minors. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

-2-
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E. 

F. 

III. Other Matters: 

A. 

B. 

c. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is on Saturday, April 17, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. 

-3-

AOC 012575 



Office of the Archbishop 

Reverend Walter G. De Rocck 
Pastor, St. Celestine Parish 
3020 N. 76u. Ct. 
Elmwood Park, IL 60607-1103 

Dear Father De Roeck: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

March 20, l 999 

Post Office Box tm 
Chicago, llllnols 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337 -6379 

As you know, the Archdiocese's Professional Fitness Review Board has received allegations that you 
have engaged in sexual misconduct and inappropriate behavior with minors thirteen years ago. In light of the 
information received in their inquiry into these allegations, which included the opportunity for you to provide 
your response, the Review Board conducted a First Stage Review and has recommended to me that you be 
withdrawn from your ministerial assignment at this time. The Board has further recommended that you ••• 

t the earliest opportunity. 

I have asked the Chancellor, Father Thomas Paprocki, who acts as my Delegate to the Review Board, 
and Father Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests, to meet with you personally to deliver this letter informing you that 
I have accepted the Review Board's recommendations. As a result, you arc hereby officially placed on 
administrative leave of absence from ministry. During this period of leave you arc not to engage in any ministry 
~riest except to celebrate Mass privately. You may, of course, celebrate Mass with the other priests .. 
- ••••••••••••••••••••••• you arc to leave St. Celestine Parish and 
stay at a location as directed by the Vicar for Priests. You arc not authorized to act as an agent or representative 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago. You are not to be alone with any minor without the presence of another 
responsible adult. Determination about your future status will be made following the outcome of the Review 
Board's Second Stage Review, 

In your absence, Father Lawrence Sullivan, Associate Pastor, will be responsible for the governance of 
the parish in accord with canon 541, until other provision is made. 

Father De Rocck, as we discussed in our telephone conversation, I know that this matter is very 
distressful for you as well as for the others involved. I pray that you will not give up hope but will trust in God's 
grace to bring a beneficial outcome to all concerned. You arc in my prayers; please keep me in yours. 

Given at the Chancery 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

q=;:~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 
March 20, 1999 
Page Two 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend Lawrence J. Sullivan, Associate Pastor, St Celestine Parish 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Ms. Kathleen Lcggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
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Office of the An:hbishop 

Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 
Pastor, St. Celestine Parish 
3020 N. 761b Ct. 
Elmwood Park. IL 60607-1103 

Dear Father De Roeclc: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

March 20, 1999 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 7!11-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

As you know, the Archdiocese's Professional Fibless Review Board has received allegations that you 
have engaged in sexual misconduct and inappropriate behavior with minorf In light of the information received 
in their inquiiy into these allegations, which included the opportunity for you to provide your response. the 
Review Board conducted a First Stage Review and has recommended to me that you be withdrawn from your 
ministerial assignment at this time. The Board bas further recommended that you 
••••••••••••••••••• at the earliest opportunity. 

I have asked the Chancellor, Father Thomas Paprocki, who acts as my Delegate to the Review Board, 
and Father Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests, to meet with you personally to deliver this letter informing you that 
I have w.cepted the Review Board's recommendations. As a result, you are hereby officially placed on 
administrative leave, effective immediately. This means that during this period ofleave you are not to engage in 
any ministry as a priest except to celebrate Mass privately. You may, of course, celebrate Mass with the other 
priests ou are to leave St Celestine 
Parish and stay at a location as directed. by the Vicar for Priests. Determination about your futw"e status will be 
made following the outcome of the Review Board's Second Stage Review,•••••••••••• 

In your absence, Father Lawrence Sullivan. Associate Pastor, will be responsible for the governance of 
the parish in accord with canon 541, until other provision is made. 

Father De Roeck, as we discussed in our telephone conversation, I know that this matter is very 
distressful for you as well as for the others involved.. I pray that you will not give up hope, but will trust in 
God's grace to bring a beneficial outcome to all concerned. 

Given at the Chancery 

~q.~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

Fraternally yours in Christ, ~ 
~ f /)'. 
:;-;. .. 41. • ~ 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 
March 20. 1999 
Page Two 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert. Vicar General 
Mest!l\e:erend Thal J. Jakabuoel i; Epis opal Vi ; W ai l 11! 
Rerv wBRd Dacicl S. Ma; aH; Bean; P111tm, P r \ 

Reverend Lawrence J. Sullivan, Associate Pastor, St Celestine Parish 
IW!ier i 2 P11i1F Aev , t ledvc&sr efthe Qmia 
a I I tszl Je I aim iQ elad; Diteeter, Ptiestsl Plueemwt :Bemrd 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Ms. Kathleen Leggdas. Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
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Office of the An:hbishop 

Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 
Pastor. St. Celestine Parish 
3020 N. 76th CL 
Elmwood Parle, IL 60607-1l03 

Dear Father De Roeck: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

March 20. 1999 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

As you know. the Archdiocese's Professional Fibless Review Board has received allegations that you 
have engaged in sexual misconduct and inappropriate behavior with minorf. In light of the information received 
in their inquiry into these allegations. which included the opportunity for you to provide your response, the 
Review Board conducted a First Stage Review and has recommended to me that you be withdrawn from your 
ministerial assi ent at this time. The Board has fwther ~mmended that you ••••••••• 

at the earliest opportunity. 

I have asked the Chancellor. Father Thomas Paprocki. who acts as my Delegate to the Review Board. 
and Father Dan Cougb.lin. Vicar for Priests, to meet with you personally to deliver this letter informing you that 
I have accepted the Review Board's recommendations. As a result, you are hereby officially placed on 
administrative leave, effective immediately. This means that during this period ofleave you are not to engage in 
any ministry as a priest except to celebrate Mass privately. You may, of course, celebrate Mass with the other 
priests ou are to leave St. Celestine 
Parish and stay at a location as directed by the Vicar for Priests. Detennination about your future status will be 
made following the outcome of the Review Board's Second Stage Review, 

In your absence, Father Lawrence Sullivan. Associate Pastor, will be responsible for the governance of 
the parish in accord with canon 541, until other provision is made. 

Father De Roeck. as we discussed in our telephone conversation, I know that this matter is very 
distressful for you as well as for the others involved. I pray that you will not give up hope, but will trust in 
God's grace to bring a beneficial outcome to all concerned. 

Given at the Chancery 

~q-~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

Fraternally yours in Christ. ~ 
~ f /)'. 
:/;.~-~ ~ 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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Reverend Walter G. De Roeck 
March 20, 1999 
Page Two 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend Lawrence J. Sullivan, Associate Pastor, St. Celestine Parish 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Ms. Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
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ARCHOIOC' CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
1 5 ast Si"pOriO' 
Sl!li!eS9t 
Qiieage, Il. li91ill 

To: 
From: 
Re: 
Date: 

676 N. St. Clair 
Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

File PFR-62 

Memorandum 

Kathleen Leggdas, PFRA ,;:(' 
Walter De Roeck 
March 23, 1999 

Summary of discussion from PFRB, March 20, 1999. 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review following allegations 
against Rev. Walter De Roeck. In light of the information presented, 
including the two allegations and Fr. De Roe ck' s response, the Board 
determined that there is reasonable cause to suspect that Fr. De Roeck 
engaged in sexual misconduct with minors, and voted unanimously to 
recommend that Fr. De Roeck should be withdrawn from ministry at this 
time. 

at the 
earliest opportunity. Since the Board expressed some concerns about 

on past experience, the Board reserved the right to 

if necessary. 

If there is an interim period before Fr. De Roeck is able to •••••• 
-' the Board recommended that he stay with a "friendly 
priest", e.g. Fr. Andrew McDonagh. 

cc: Professional Fitness Review Board 
Rev. Tom Paprocki, Archbishop's delegate to the Board 
Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
Jim Serritella - Burke, Warren, McKay & Serritella 
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WORKSHEET 

RE: Parish Meeting at St. Celestine 

A. Who? 
- Resource team from Archdiocese 
- Parish staff, including principal of school 
- Heads of significant parish groups 
- A group of trusted leaders, totaling 9-12 people 

B. Goals 
I. 

n. 

III. 

1. To share important information 

2. To help staff deal with sensitive material 

3. To develop a language of explanation and form a 
common understanding 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

To develop a communications plan and strategize its implementation 

To obtain the wisdom of the parish community and how to 
manage this situation in the parish. 

To develop a covenant relationship with parishioners, staff 
and Archdiocese for the good of St. Celestine. 

To prepare for a meeting at St. Celestine (and other parishes) 

To shape tentative timetable that will be adjusted as necessary. 

To have checkpoints for continued evaluation and feedback 

4. To strategize continued pastoral follow-up with parish 
leadership and parish. 
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Memorandum 

To: Tom Paprocki 

From: Dan Coughlin£__ 

Date: March 26, 1999 

Re: DeRoeck Letter 

On Saturday, March 20, 1999, as we went to St. Celestine to see Father Walter DeRoeck and 
Father Lawrence Sullivan, we stopped by the Cardinal's residence to have him sign a letter Uiat you 
would later present to the two priests. Before Ute Cardinal signed the letter he made a correction by 
way of an addition. At that time. I suggested that when you both n:tum from Rome anoUter letter be 
r~~ted to replace the one of March 2011

' • 

•••••••••••••••• Bishop Gocdert returned his copy to me and 
ifu'tll/b&°did not want it in his file. 

As a mailer of course a separate letter to Kathleen Leggdas, tlte Professional Fitness Review 
Board Administrator, needs to be written •••••lliillllil•••••••• 

Bu a new fonnal letter from tlte Cardinal to Walter De Rocck placing him an 
administrative leave needs to be crnfled. This should follow the pattem you have used in Ute past. 
Copies sl1ould be sent only to tile usual panics who received Utese in the past. In Ute new letter sent 
to Fathers De Rocck and Sullivan a covering note should be attached. This should infonn them Utat 
L11is letter replaces the one presented to them on March 20, 1999. All Copies of the first letter 
should be destroyed and will not be retained in any Chancery file. 

1 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 

1 ~asl 6ttp erier 676 N. St. Clair 
S1t1'e iQ4 S . 1910 
Chicago, Il. 68611 C~~ago, IL 60611 

March 26, 1999 

Dear-

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Enclosed is the copy you requested. This is from the original, written at the time you presented 
your allegation. 

This is a confidential document and only you have the right to share this with 
Our office caru10t release any information without your written consent. At 

your discretion, share this with her as she requested. 

I hope you are experiencing some relief after sharing this difficult information with Ralph 
Bonaccorsi and myself. 

Sincerely, 

. -:/ -r/ /. ;/~ . - . ~.:--
. -'{_,fiAAl~...,.._, ~-

Kathleen Leggdas, 
Professional Fitness Review Admn. 

KL/lnp 

Enclosure: 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Communications 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

TEL (312) 751-8227 
FAX (312) 751-5306 

STATEMENT OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
RE: Allegations of inappropriate sexual behavior by Fr. Walter DeRoeck 

March 30, 1999 

Fr. Walter DeRoeck, pastor of St. Celestine Parish in Elmwood Park, has been 

placed on administrative leave by the Archdiocese of Chicago following allegations of 

inappropriate sexual behavior with minors 13 years ago when he was pastor of St. John 

Berchmans in the Logan Square neighborhood of Chicago. 

According to archdiocesan policies and procedures, the Archdiocese placed Fr. 

DeRoeck on administrative leave following receipt of the allegations, an initial inquiry by 

the Archdiocese's Professional Fitness Review Administrator, and the recommendation 

of the Review Board to withdraw him from his ministerial assignment pending further 

inquiry. 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop of Chicago, accepted the 

recommendation of the Review Board to withdraw the priest from his ministerial 

assignment. 

Fr. DeRoeck will remain on administrative leave in a monitored setting pending 

further review of his case according to archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

### 

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago's Official Home page on the World Wide Web 
http:/ I www.archdiocese-chgo.org 
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Archdiocese probing sex charges against pries,t~.· 
By Steve Kloehn -t '"2. ) 
'I'RmUNE RELIGION WRITER .. r J 

An Elmwood Par){ priest who 
also served as host of a television 
program was suspended from his 
duties Tuesday after two men 
came forward with allegations of 
inappropriate sexual behavior 13 
years ago in Chicago, according to 
the Catholic Archdiocese of Chi
cago. 

Rev. Walter DeRoeck, pastor of 
St. Celestine Catholic Church in 
Elmwood· Park, was pastor of St. 
John Berchmans ·church in the 
Logan Square neighborhood in 
1986 when the alleged incidents 
occurred. said archdiocese spokes
woman Mary McDonough. The two 
men were minors at the time. 

DeRoeck. 54-known to many as 

one of the rotating hosts of "Sanctu· 
ary," a religious talk show co-pro· 
duced by area religious organiza· 
tions and WLS-TV-was placed on 
administrative leave by the archdi· 
ocese following an initial inquiry 
into the charges. His television 
duties also have been suspended, 
McDonough said. 

The allegations will be reviewed 
by a nine-inember board that 
includes three priests, a psycholo
gist, a lawyer and other laypeople. 
The board will make recommenda· 
tions to Cardinal Francis George in 
30 to 120 days. The allegations also 
were forwarded to the Cook 
CoW1ty state's attorney's office. 

DeRoeck was pastor of St John 
Berchmans from 1985 to 1991. After · 
a year's sabbatical, he became asso· 

ciate pastor at St. Catherine 
Laboure in Glenview ancl was then 
named pastor of St. Celestine in 
1996. 

He served on the faculty of Quig· 
ley North high school seminary 
from 1976 to 1985, and at the same 
time he was associate pastor at 
Mary Queen of Heaven parish in 
Cicero. His first appointment, from 
1971 to 1976, was at St Paul of the 
Cross in Park Ridge. 

Rev. Lawrence Sullivan. associate 
pastor of St. Celestine, will handle 
administrative duties while DeRo· 
eck's case is W1der review. 

. McDonough said the two men 
who made the allegatiOmNia~e 
been offered counseling and oIBer 
assistance, and DeRoeck is now in 
a "monitored setting." 
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men were minors at the time. · Berchmans ftom 198.5 to 1991. After assistance, and DeRoeck ts now hi ,, 

DeRoeck, 54-known to many as a year'~ sa,.bbatlcal he became asso- a "monitored setttni." . . · · f: 
. . ,. t >~··. . ... . ... .. i ;_: 
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April 1, 1999 

Fr. Dan Coglan 
Vicar of Priests 
645 N. Michigan Ave - Suite 543 
Chicago, IL, 60611 

Dear Fr. Coglan, 

I am writing to express my shock at the allegations of sexual misconduct made against Fr. Walter 
DeRoeck. I was a student at Quigley North from 1984 until my graduation in 1988. During that 
time and for the past eleven years, Fr. DeRoeck has always been a close friend and mentor. Fr. 
DeRoeck was one of the most well respected teachers at Quigley North. 

Fr. DeRoeck has always been a posiitive influence not only in my life but in the lives of many of 
my friends and classmates. His hom:sty, integrity and sincerity are unmatched. I have spent 
several hours in Fr. DeRoeck's company as a young man and there was never even an inclining of 
inappropriate behavior or activity. 

I am more than willing to testify as to Fr. DeRoeck's character and I will fully support any action 
necessary to prove his innocence. 

I hope the Archdiocese will work diligently to clear Fr. DeRoeck's good name and expediently 
bring this matter to an end. 

cc: St. Celestine 
3020 N. 76th Ct. 
Elmwood Park, IL 
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2 APRIL 4. 1999 PPlq-~A_.. ff NEW WR..D NEWS 

The Update ... , 
Priest removed 
after allegations 
Father Walter DeRoeck, pastor of 
St. Celestine Parish in Elmwood 
Park, has been placed on adminis
trative leave following allegations 
of inappropriate sexual behavior 
with minors 13 years ago when he 
was pastor of St. John Berchmans 
in the Logan Square neighborhood. 

The recommendation for admin
istrative leave came from the arch
diocese's Professional Fitness Re
view Board and was accepted by 
Cardinal George. 

DeRoeck also has been suspend
ed from his duties as a host of the 
"Sanctuary" television program. 



04-08-1999 01=24Pl'1 FROM Rrchdiocese of Chica90 TO 96424933 P.01 

Most of ¥ou are familiar with the allegations on the news involving the former pastor of 

St. jolill Berchma~. Fri. FoleY andI,were deeply saddened and roncemed when we 

heard about this. Our thoughts and our prayers go out to Father and to anyone who 
. I , . 

haS:been hurt ods·hui;ttng. :Please know that if anyone has questions or for any reason 

wishes bJ speak fo us he or she can simpy call the rectory and we will be happy to talk 

with yoo. 

Dictatai 04/0S{'iB ~ via phone 
I ; . . 

I 
I 
I· 
I 
j:: 

I 

TOTAL F.01 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review ,------------(3-12-)-75-1--52-05 

676 N. St. Claire, Suite 1910 1-800-994-6200 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 · Fax (312) 751-5279 

. April 12, 1999 

Francis Cardinal George 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Your Eminence, 

You are already aware that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on Saturday, 
March 20, 1999 to review a recent allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor and other 
inappropriate behavior against Rev. Walter De Roeck, pastor at St. Celestine's in 
Elmwood Park, IL. 

Based on the nature of the allegation, and 
Father De Roeck's res onse it was recommended that he be withdrawn from the parish 
pending After 

make further recommendations relative to return to ministry and/or specific protocols, 
which could be incorporated into his follow-up plan. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

--s/ _,,/ /. J L ""''Y-r~..._..-/ / \ a.. lhk<-.t:-71/ {/ {/ 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KL/lnp 

Cc: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Review Board Members 
Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOC::' CHICAGO 

Ms. Kathleen Lcggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Kathleen, 

April 13, 1999 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337~79 

I am writing in response to your letter of April 12, 1999 regarding the matter of Father Walter De Roeck, 
following the First Stage Review conducted by the Review Board on March 20, 1999. 

In light of the facts and circumstances as presented to me, I have accepted the Board's recommendation 
that Father De Rocck be immediately withdrawn from his ministerial assignment at St. Celestine Parish in 
Elmwood Park, Illinois, pending 

Father Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests, and Father Thomas Paprocki, Chancellor and my Delegate to the 
Professional Fitness Review Board, met with Father De Roeck at St. Celestine Parish on March 20, 1999 
following the Review Board's meeting. Prior to their visit with Father De Rocck, I gave them a letter to give to 
Father De Rocck placing him on administrative leave and instructing him to············· 
-· Father De Roeck is cooperating fully. 

After additional information is obtained, I will await further 
recommendations from the Review Board relative to return to ministry and/or specific protocols which could be 
incorporated into his follow-up plan. 

I am grateful to the members of the Review Board and yourself for your assistance in this matter. 

Sif~'~/k 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Given at the Chancery 

Chancellor 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Gocdcrt, Vicar General 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Mallcy, Director of Legal Services 
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MemoFrom . 
KATHLE<EN LEGGDAS 
PFR Administrator 

F ·r-") ; 
To: ----==A'-'-'.:.....;Ul::...L..!:!~71~.c-111!:S.--s~~·-- Date: /(- /£/°- '/ f 

Message: 

~ ~~ ~ -fk /)-?7 j 
" 

~dJ- -3~ ff"?~ 
a~-jL~~~ 
J~d~~ 
~~- ~ /t~~ 

~..17 

I? 

AOC 012604 



I. 

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD MEETING 

Approval of Minutes: 
(Enclosure 1) 

Saturday, April 17, 1999 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

March 20, 1999 

II. Review Board Matters 

PFR-62, Walter De Roeck 
(Enclosures 2 and 3 plus copy of Tribune Article) 

III. Other Matters 

A. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is Saturday, May 15, 1999. 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting 
Saturday, April 17, 1999 

MINUTES 

(312)751-5205 
I -800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

I. Approval of Minutes from March 20, 1999 given with the following corrections: 

Paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 1, the matter of PFR-62 should read: 

The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review following allegations 
made against Rev. Walter De Rueck. The Board reviewed an allegation 
of sexual misconduct with a minor and an allegation of other inappro
priate behavior with another person. 

In light of this information, Father De Roeck's response and -
the Board determined that there is 

at Father De Roeck be withdrawn 
from ministry. The Review Board was unanimous in making this 
recommendation. 

Paragraph 1 on page 2 in the matter of PFR-43 should be corrected by 
deleting the words "could and" from the second to last sentence. 

II. Review Board Matters. 

A. In the matter of PFR-62, Rev. Walter De Roeck. 

• Recommendation was made to amend the Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator's letter to Cardinal George and use 
the wording as written in correction of minutes. 

• PFR Administrator received an anonymous allegation after 
TV coverage. Woman called regarding her brother-in-law and 
disclosed a similar scenario as in the one of inappropriate 
behavior with a minor at St. Paul of the Cross. Her brother-in-law 
is out of the country. She will encourage him to call after he 
returns to the city. 
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B. 

c. 

• Review Board members were given copies of 
to review, write questions/comments and return to Professional 
Fitness Review Administrator, so clarification can be obtained 
when she attends 

• Further discussion focused on scheduling of Second Stage Review. 
It was decided to do so only after clarification and further information 

is received from -

• Recommendation: Professional Fitness Review Administrator will 
meet with Father Dan Coughlin to discuss 

• Recommendation: In light of this most recent case, -drafted 
a letter to Cardinal George to discuss her thoughts about Father Walter 
De Roeck as well as a general concept of "return to ministry." 

• 

-2-
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D. 

E. 

F. 

III. Other Matters. 

A. 

B. 

C. Projects in Progress: 

1. Files updated, cover sheet revised. 

2. Documents from So. Vianney House organized for incorporation 
into files 1992 - Present. 

-3-
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3. "Master Book of Forms" are bein 
Review Administrator. 

Masters will be given to Board or sub-committee to review and 
comment, as well as to attorney. 

4. Protocols are being reviewed and will be presented to Board for 
review before they are re-signed by clients. 

S. Staffing schedule of clients, therapists, Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator, and Vicars for priests reviewed. Staffings 
will be scheduled to update wherever necessary. 

6. Professional Fitness Review Administrator reported briefly on 
involvement with Lay Advisory Group (LAG): 

Three cases handled: 
Deacon/adult woman; 
Parish secretary/child; 
Parish employee/school employee. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is on May 15, 1999, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

-4-
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Memo From 
KATHLEEN LEGGDAS 

· PFR Administrator 

Message: 

Date: 7" - .:Z..t' - "'l ? 
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Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Kathleen, 

April 20, 1999 

I received your memo regarding your office handling my salary and my first 
check being mailed to me on May 1, 1999. I am writing to you, therefore, with 
two requests. 

First, could you please arr~ect deposit of my check into my checking 
account at Pinnacle Bank ~· I have enclosed one of my deposit slips. 
I hope that is sufficient. 

Secondly, [want to take advantage of the Defined Contribution Pension Plan, as 
recommended by PRMAA. In case you have any questions about this, Dan 
Coughlin will be able to address them. 

In the letter from PRMAA dated March 5, l 999 the procedure for enrollment was 
outlined. I refer to it because it indicates that "the parish will receive a salary 
reduction agreement signed by the priest authorizing a payment deduction" and 
that "this deduction should be withheld from the priest's pay prior to taxes being 
calculated." 

Since, for the moment, your office is my parish, I bring it to your attention. If you 
have such a form, please send it to me. I would like to proceed as follows. For 
five months I would like to have $200 deducted from my salary, 50% of which is 
to be placed in a Growth Fund (Fidelity VIP II Contrafund Portfolio) a.1d 50% 
put in a Growth & Income (Stocks & Bonds) Fund (Aetna Balanced VP,lnc). 

That will come to a total of $1000 ($500 in each fund). 

Thanks for your attention to this matter. I hope all is clear. If not, please let me 
know at your earliest convenience. 

Gratefully, 

Fr. Walter De Roeck 

AOC 012611 



To File: 
From: 
Re: 
Date: 

PFR-62 
Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 
Walter De Roeck 
April 21, 1999 

Summary of discussion from Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting. March 20. 1999: 

The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review following allegations made against Father 
Walter De Roeck. The Board reviewed an allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor and 
an allegation of other inappropriate behavior with a second minor. In addition to these 
allegations, there was a previous (1989) allegation of. inappropriate behavior with another 
person. 

~s information, Father De Roeck's response, 
- the Board determined that there is reasonable cause to recommend that Father 
De Roeck be withdrawn from ministry. The Review Board was unanimous in making this 
recommendation. 

If there is an interim period before the Board 
recommended that he stay with a "Friendly priest", e.g. Fr. Andrew McDonagh. 
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His :Eminence 
Francie Cardinal George 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George: 

April 22, 1999 

I write to you in behalf of Reverend Walter De Roeck, whom I 
have known for the past seven years. I was stunned to hear of 
the allegations that have been brought against him. 

Father De Roeck served as an Associate Pastor of St. Catherine 
Laboure Parish in Glenview, where my parents lived for 111any 
years. He was extremely good to my parents during their final 
illnesses: he viaited them frequently during their final days; 
he even held a ritual giving my comatose father permission to 
die. He also presided at their Wake services. 

After my parenta• deaths, I lived in their home for almost a 
year, while I was trying to sell it. During that time Father 
De Roeck and I became friends. 

I know him to be a good and holy priest. He is also an extremely 
caring and conscientious priest. When he was appointed pastor 
of St. Celestine Parish, he asked the parishioners of St. Catherine 
Laboure to "pray that I be the kind of pastor I want to be, 
attentive to all those whom I am called to 'serve and attentive 
in prayer to the God who does the calling." 

lie is, llloreover, an incredibly gifted priest: both in word and 
in liturgy. If he were to leave the Archdiocese, the entire 
Archdiocese would be poorer; if he were to leave the priesthood, 
the whole Church would be poorer. 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Father Sullivan, 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

April 23, 1999 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Due to the absence of Reverend Walter DeRoeck, pastor of St. Celestine's, the parish 
is in need of an administrator. I am pleased to appoint you as parochial admirustrator. This 
appointment is effective immediately, and will remain in effect until other arrangements are 
made. Attached are our Archdiocesan guidelines for administrators of parishes. 

Larry, thank you very much for your generosity and cooperation in accepting this 
responsibility. I am confident you will fulfill this office with competence and compassion 
and that the staff and parishioners will support you in your responsibility. 

. ' ••. f ,· 

Reverend Lawrence J. Sullivan 
St. Celestine Parish 
3020 N 76'1' Court 
ElmwoodPark, IL 60707-1103 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

f'~WJJ~ 
Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend R Peter Bowman, Moderator of the Curia 
Reverend Thomas Paprocki, Chancellor 

i.---Reverend Daniel Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Most Reverend Thad Jakubowski, Vicar 
Reverend Daniel Mayall, Dean 
Reverend Walter DeRoeck, Pastor 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 

Enclosure 

AOC 012614 



.. .. __ ; __:-

GUIDELINES FOR PAROCHIAL ADMINISTRATORS 

The general law of the Church imJX'ses the ·sam¢ obligations and grants the same rights as a 
Pastor to the Administrator, unless restricted by the Diocesan Bishop. These guidelines are to be 
considered such qualifications. 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

7) 

The parish should be run in accord with the established pattern, whenever possible, and in 
consultation with the parish council. 

There should be no major changes or innovations. 

Non-budgeted or non-contracted expenditures over $2,500 should be made only m 
consultation with the Vicar or Dean. 

Major decisions (such as hiring or firing employees, finalizing budgets, setting tuition rates, 
etc.) should be postponed if at all possible. If they cannot, they should be handled through 
the normal shared decision-making process of the parish and keeping with the general 
philosophy of the parish. It may be well to consult with the Vicar or Dean about these 
matters as they develop. 

As the end of the period of administration draws near, the ad!Jiinistrator should prepare a 
summary report of decisions, activities, expenditures, etc. for t?e newly appointed pa5tor. 

An administrator is paid the salary of a pastor. Currently that. is $100.00 per month more 
than an associate pastor. 

If a retired priest is appointed administrator of a parish, his pension benefits remain 
unchanged and, in addition, he is entitled to receive from the parish a full pastor's 
compensation, with the appropriate seniority increment corresponding to the number of 
years of priestly service since ordination; however, the seniority increment shall not accrue 
beyond the age of seventy. 

Your willingness to accept this office is deeply appreeiated. These guidelines are not meant 
to be an added burden of your generosity, but to assist you during this interim and to be of help to 
the returning pastor. 
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MEMO TO FILE: 
FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 

PFR-62 
Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 
Rev. Walter De Roeck 
April 26, 1999 

Summary of discussion from Professional Fitness Review Board. Aoril 17, 1999: 

Recommendation was made to amend the Professional Fitness Review Administrator's letter to 
Cardinal George and use the wording as written in correction of minutes. 

PFR Administrator received an anonymous allegation after TV coverage. Woman called 
regarding her brother-in-law and disclosed a similar scenario as in the one of inappropriate 
behavior with a minor at St. Paul of the Cross. Her brother-in-law is out of the country. She will 
encourage him to call after he returns to the city. 

Review Board members were given copies of 

Further discussion focused on scheduling of Second Stage Review Board. It was decided to do so 
only after clarification and further information is received from-. . . 

Recommendation: Professional Fitness Review Administrator will meet with Father Dan 
Coughlin to discuss .. 

Recommendation: In light of this most recent case. - drafted a letter to Cardinal 
George to discuss her thoughts about Father Walter De Roeck as well as a general concept of 
"return to ministry." 
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Memo From 

- Rev~end Thomas J. Paprocki 

For: ____ Information 

____ Comment 

____ Approval 

____ Signature 

____ Please draft a reply for Cardinal's signature 

____ Please draft a reply for my signature 

____ Please reply in your own name 

____ Please return 

____ Please handle 
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ARCHDIOCESE a CHICAGO t(Q)lP~ 
Office of Professional Fitness Review ' 
676 N. St. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

MEMO TO FILE: PFR-62 
FROM: Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator J!f 
RE: Rev. Walter De Roeck . 
Date: April 12, 1993/~"r~ !µ!_94 

(312) 751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312) 751-5279 

Effective April 1, 1999, the salary for Rev. Walter De Roeck will be paid by the Office of 
Professional Fitness Review. As a result of the Review Board's recommendation he was . 
~om his pastorate at St. Celestine's in Elmwood Park at the end of March 1999.J ~ 

Using the Archdiocesan scale for priests and given the fact that Father De Roe~~ 
ordained in 1971, he is entitled to an annual salary of $18,685, that is, $1,557.00 monthly. 
This figure includes seniority and transportation. 

Excluded from the $18,685 are expenses for dental insurance, social security payments, 
annuity funds, and Ministerial Expense Account. Both health and automobile insurance 
remain in place through the Archdiocesan system. 

Checks are to be mailed by the Professional Fitness Review Administrator the first of 
each month for the previous month. That means a check for April, 1999 will be mailed to 
Father De Roeck at on May 1, 1999 for 
an April salary. 

Questions, commenis or concerns can be addressed to our office. 

Cc: Rev. Walter De Roeck 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Dan Coughlin Vicar for Priests 
Sr. Mary Ann Zrust, Vicar for Priests 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

April 30, 1999 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Reverend Walter De Roeck 

Dear Father De Roeck, 

(312)751-5205 
I -81J0.-994..6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

I received your correspondence regarding direct deposit of your checks. Since we write 
our own checks from this office, we are unable to arrange this within the existing system. 

We can, however, use mail deposit since we have your account number. Father Larry 
McBrady will be asking you for additional deposit 
slips. 

The other questions regarding pension and investments should be directed to Mr. Alex 
Becker at PRMAA. He can be reached at 708-449-8026 or inquiries sent to him at his 
office: 7142 N. Osceola, Chicago, IL 60631. 

If ][ can be of further assistance, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

-====r-~7~<~ ~ ~ . ../ 
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KL/lnp 

C?._,,L, 
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FR. DANIEL COUGHLIN 
CO-VICAR FOR PRIESTS 
645 N. MICHIGAN #543 

DEAR FATHER COUGHLIN, 

MAY 3,1999 

I AM WRITING NOT ONLY FOR MYSELF BUT FOR MANY CONCERNED PARISHIONERS 
HERE AT ST. CELESTINE'S CHURCH. 

IN VIEW OF THE STARTLING ANNOUNCEMENT MADE TO US ON MARCH 24TH, WE WOULD 
LIKE TO HEAR THE RESULTS OF A MONTH LONG PROBE INTO THE SO CALLED CHARGES 
MADE BY TWO YOUNG MEN AGAINST FATHER WALTER DE ROECK. 

BE 
WE BELIEVE THEY MUST/FALSELY MADE AS FROM EVERY ASPECT OF OUR PARISH FAM

ILY THERE IS CERTAINLY NO REASON TO BELIEVE OR EVEN A VAGUE POSSIBILITY THAT 
ANY SUCH HAPPENING COULD OCCUR. FURTHERMORE ANY OTHER PARISH AT WHICH FATHER 
HAS SERVED WILL VERIFY HIS HOLY AND UPLIFTING PRESENCE. 

HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT YOU CAN ALLOW THESE MEN TO COME FORWARD AFTER 
13 YEARS OF SILENCE TO RUIN THIS GOOD MAN'S LIFE AND REPUTATION. HOW AT THIS 
LATE DATE CAN HE POSSIBLY DEFEND HIMSELF WHEN TIME AND CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE LEFT 
LITTLE OR NO EVIDENCE AND ONLY THE WORDS OF THESE TWO BOYS TO RUIN THE REPUTA
TION OF A DEDICATED AND HOLY MAN: ALL HIS YEARS OF GOD'S WORK BE WIPED AWAY! 

WE WOULD WISH YOU TO CONSIDER THE SOURCE. AFTER HAVING SPOKEN TO ONE OF 
FATHER DE ROECK'S COLLEAGUES WHO WAS ALSO STATIONED AT ST. JOHN BIRCHMAN 
PARISH AT THE TIME OF THESE ALLEGATIONS, I WAS TOLD HE KNEW THE BOYS. HIS QUOTE 
WAS "THESE BOYS WERE "OFF THE WALL". 

WE WONDER IF THIS IS POSSIBLY A PUT UP JOB TO GAIN NOT ONLY NOTORIETY BUT 
MAYBE MONETARY COMPENSATION SINCE THE CHURCH IS WILLING TO "PAY OFF 11 SOME OF 
THESE PEOPLE JUST TO KEEP THINGS QUIET. PERHAPS THEY SAW FATHER ON TV AND 
THOUGHT THEY COULD MAKE A "KILLING". 

WE WANT FATHER DEROECK BACK AT ST.CELESTINE'S SINCE HE WAS A FINE INFLU
ENCE ON US ALL. HE IS PRAYERFUL, DEVOUT AND A CARING PASTOR, ALWAYS CONCERNED 
FOR HIS FLOCK. IN THE TWO AND ONE-HALF YEARS HE HAS SPENT HITH US. OUR PARISH 
HAS FLOURISHED IN GRACE AND CHARITY. 

IN THE NAME OF CARDINAL BERNARDINE, WHO ALSO PASSED THROUGH THIS PURGATORY 
ON EARTH, PLEASE DISPELL THE CLOUDS FROM OVER OUR HEADS AND LET FATHER REJOIN US. 

BY THE GRACE OF CHRIST AND HIS BLESSED MOTHER, MAY HE BE CLEARED OF ALL 
SUSPICION. 

SINCERELY, A CARING PARISHONER, 
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May 8, 1~9 

Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi 
676 N. St. Clair 
Sliite #1910 
Chicago. IL 60611 

Dear Ivfr. Bonaccorn: 

CONflDrNTl4L 

I'd .like to thank you for the time you spent talking with me last Wednesday afternoon. It was mucll 
· · appreciated; Per ow conversation. l havo provided a list of questions. I understand that they cannot all 

be answered. There are matters of legal and privacy issues. I can't say that I want answers to all of 
them. These are jllSt !!Ome of the thinWl that have entered my mind over these last weeks. 

Sincerely. 

• What is the definition of inappropri:ate sexual behavior? What is the definition of sexual abuse? 
State examples. Arc they the same? 

• What was :the outcome of the meeting at St. John Berchroans'l 

• Have other individuaJs oome forward after 1he newspaper and television reports? 

• HllS Fr. De Roeck admitted to 1he two cases tbat we know about? HAs be admitted to any more? 

• What was the time period of these two cases? One month? Six months? One year? Mote than 
that? 

·• What was the alleged behavior of F'r. De Roeck.? Masturbation? Fondling? Pornogxaphy? Full 
physical encounter? 

• How 9ggr~sive was this behavior? Did he inflict pain i.nt.entloually? Did be threatened these boys? 

..... 
,:''I ', ,'", ·: 
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• will thls enter the criminal process? What is the statute of limitations for these cases? Does it work 
by age of the victim? For example, if the bc,ys were 15, is tire staMe 10 year.; following their 
turning 18 years old? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• would he be allowed to return to St. Celestine? Under 
·what conditions? 

. t When the Archdiocese came to speak with our pari!lh1 information was provided for parents on how 
to handle the situation with their chilchea. No other material or resource lists were provided. Adults 

: were. pretty much left on their own with all Qf this. A list of WJ.deistandable books or articles would 
. be helpful 

• A contact list of diocesan-level liaiso:os would also be helpful. Right now, if someone bas questio~~. 
the parish staff ml.lSt be approached. What if you aren tt comfortable approaching them or don't want 
them to know that you want to oontai:.t soroeone? · 

• I am an involved member of the parish. I am encountering divided loyalties with some of the staff 
and parishioners I work with. I certainly don't approve of what Fr. De Roeck hus beet\ accused of 
but lam supportive of him in very positive ways. How does a parishioner handle this? 

• Leadership must be: careful with what they say and do. Have they been given any instructions on 
what infonnational bowidaries they :1hould abjde by? For eMwple, Fr. De Roeck is still the pastor 
here. Do not use terms such as, "Wh1~n a new pastor is assigned." 

• lt's easy t() want power when the current bass is away. Pd say tlurt there has been a bit of 
•<politicking'' and "jockeying for posltion" going on. This can•t be stopped but it is not healthy for 
the pmish. The main focus s.hould be on Fr. De Roeck's state and keeping the parish functioning. ls 
this pt>imed out $lrongly to the parish st.aff? 

t . If Fr. ·De RoeCk is n.ot allowed to return to St. Celestine, will tho parish be allowed input as to the 
type.~f pastbr_we'want? Orwlll Fr. 8ullivan automatically be given the parish? 

, y.·. l'ft J::«.:)> ... 'ii.~!'!io tllMk..'W' ~4•°'* L-'4.11- Lld"ra'-? W~ .,,., 1':~..,- ~ic..--r. kL 

54'. »-ti..-r A. .. ~ .A...,...,,~,~ ? I ~ • .,.e.. ---r; .. ..,. ~ """t2-. ~s.. "'"2.n ---rM. ,,,_ A. olo-'E -
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Office or the Archbishop 

Dear-

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

May 10, 1999 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8230 
Frui (312) 337-6379 

I'm very grateful for your letter of April 22, 1999, and I'm even more 
grateful for your support for Father Walter De Roeck. 

Father De Roeck has been a man who has placed his great gifts at the 
service of God's people, and we all have reason to be grateful to him. The current 
situation is a great tragedy, since the allegations come from years back. Father 
Walter is and, I know, would be very appreciative of your 
prayers. As things develop, perhaps you could be in touch with him. 

Again, I'm grateful for your concern for a very good priest. Please keep 
me and the Archdiocese in your prayers; you and those you love are in mine. 

S1r:in~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

FATHER THOMAS J. PAPROCKI 

r:--/0 '. 
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May 11, 1999 

His Eminence 
Cardinal Francis Eugene George, O.M.I. 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Your Eminence: 

I am writing to express my dismay and disbelief over information recently received from my family 
concerning Father Walter DeRoeck. 

As I understand, allegations of sexual misconduct have been leveled against Father DeRoeck 
stemming from a situation which may have occurred some 13 years ago. 

Fr. DeRoeck is an exceptional man and devout priest. He is a person with impeccable character; a 
passionate man who has modeled his life after Jesus Christ, the Gospel and teachings of our Lord. I 
have never met another person who exemplifies the words Friend, Father, and Teacher better than Fr. 
Walter DeRoeck. 

I have known Father Walter DeRoeck since 1978 when I was a seminary student at Quigley 
Preparatory Seminary North. Fr. DeRoeck has been many things to me and my fellow classmates, a 
professor, a mentor, counselor, confidante, a spiritual leader, and friend. 

As a young man, I did not have a male role model in my life. My parents were divorced when I was five 
years old. Without a positive male influence in my young life, I was quickly getting into trouble. Father 
DeRoeck saw something good inside me that made him reach out and guide me. He believed in me 
when I didn't even believe in myself. Moreover, he gave me the attention only a caring person could 
give. He listened to my questions about life and always gave me an answer from his heart. He 
questioned my beliefs and taught me how to be more like Christ. 

Many have been the times that He and I went away for the weekend, either on retreat to his home in 
Michigan City, Indiana, or on vacation with classmates canoeing through Minnesota into Canada. Fr. 
DeRoeck was a big brother to me when I needed a big brother, a role model, and a real life example of 
a good Christian person. There was never any question in my mind or the mind of my mother whether 
Fr. D_eRoeck was trustworthy. I trusted him with my life and still do. 
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• Page2 May 11, 1999 

I hope you can understand how maligned these accusations against such an upstanding person are. 
The mere accusation of any alleged misconduct has already pulled this man's sterling reputation into 
question. In addition, as I am sure you are aware, once the news media has finished reporting the so
called facts the destruction of Father's reputation will be complete. In an instant all the hard work to 
build a stellar career, all the relationships built with countless families and friends will be called into 
question and analyzed for any inkling of misconduct. Already I have heard speculation that even when 
Father DeRoeck's name has been cleared and the accusations have been disproved, it would be 
unlikely he would be selected as Pastor of a Parish due to a perception of uneasiness amongst 
parishioners. So, in the end the maliciousness of his accusers might triumph and the just man 
punished indirectly. Revolting isn't it? 

Today I live with my wife and two children in It was Father DeRoeck who 
counseled us prior to pre-Cana and attended our wedding providing his support and blessing twelve 
years ago. It is now time for me to lend my support and blessings by providing you, Your Eminence, 
with my solemn testimonial to Father Walter DeRoeck's character. 

I pray that Father DeRoeck's accusers will come forth and recant their stories, tell the truth and let the 
truth exonerate all. I pray that when Father DeRoeck has been deared of any misconduct he will be 
appointed Pastor with the unconditional backing of the Church. LasUy, I pray that Fr. DeRoeck will 
continue to fight this indignation with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and the love and blessing of my 
family and all those who hold him dear in their hearts. 

Cc: Rev. Walter DeRoeck 
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Office of Professional Fi01css Review 
676 N. St. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD MEETING 

Saturday, May 15, 1999 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes: April 17, 1999 

Corrected Minutes of March 20, 1999 (enclosed). 
Corrected Letter to Cardinal George April 12, 1999 (enclosed). 

II. Review Board Matters 

(312)751-5205 
1-800.994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

Father Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests will attend this Board meeting to discuss the following: 

A. 

B. 

C. Rev. Walter De Roeck, PFR-62 
Current status,-. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

III. Other Business 

NOTE: 

A. 

B. 

If you have not returned your comments for •••••• on W. De Roeck, please 
bring them with you to this meeting. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is Saturday, June 19, 1999. 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Board Members Present: 

Others Present: 

Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting 
Saturday, May 15, 1999 

MINUTES 

Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Kathleen Leggdas, PFR Administrator 

Absent: 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fu (312)751-5279 

Rev. Thomas Paprocki, CardinaPs Representative to the Review Board 

Approval of Minutes April 12, 1999 

A. Amend page 2 to read, "Some of the members of the Review Board questioned the length 
of time recommended for 

B. 
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c. 

D. 

E. PFR-62 Rev. Walter G. De Roeck 

F. 

Questions to be sent to - Cover letter from Chairman of Review Board. Cover 
letter from PFR Administrator. Written response to questions requested from 

New allegation to be presented to Rev. De Roeck. 
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G. 

H. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting Saturday, June 19, 1999. 
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--- ----------------------------. 

MEMO TO FILE: 
FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 

PFR-62 
Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 
Walter G. De Roeck 
May 18, 1999 

Summary of discussion from Professional Fitness Review Board meeting on May 15. 1999: 

New allegation to be presented to Rev. De Roeck. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF cmCAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

May 24, 1999 

Your letter regarding Father Walter De Roeck was received and much appreciated. 
Personally, I have known Father De Roeck for a number of years and hold him in great 
esteem. Now in my position as Vicar for Priests I hope to help him through this difficult 
time. You as well as others have written to me your personal concerns about Father De 
Roech and his future. They are a great sign of support and encouragement. 

The news of recent weeks has been very disturbing for the people of St. Celestine, as well 
as for the priests and people who have know Father De Roeck through the years. Because 
so many people are affected when an allegation of sexual misconduct with minors is made, 
the Church has developed very specific policies and procedures in handling these matters. 
These guide us in our investigation, our dealings with the alleged victims, the accused 
priest and parishioners as well. Officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago continue to refine 
these policies and procedures based upon experience. Each case is given a great deal of 
attention. Our intention is to handle everything in a truly pastoral manner. 

~ou that Father De Roeck is doing well 
- I have visited him and I try to keep in telephone contact with him. 

There is not much more that I, or anyone else, can comment on at the present time. We 
are following our usual Archdiocesan policies and procedures. I hope that you continue 
to keep Father De Roeck in your prayers and use this occasion to pray for all priests. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Rev. Daniel Coughlin 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear-

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

May 24. 1999 

Your letter regarding Father Walter De Roeck was received and much appreciated. 
Personally, I have known Father De Roeck for a number of years and hold him in great 
esteem. Now in my position as Vicar for Priests I hope to help him through this difficult 
time. You as well as others have written to me your personal concerns about Father De 
Roech and his future. They are a great sign of support and encouragement. 

The news of recent weeks has been very disturbing for the people of St. Celestine, as well 
as for the priests and people who have know Father De Roeck through the years. Because 
so many people are affected when an allegation of sexual misconduct with minors is made, 
the Church has developed very specific policies and procedures in handling these matters. 
These guide us in our investigation, our dealings with the alleged victims, the accused 
priest and parishioners as well. Officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago continue to refine 
these policies and procedures based upon experience. Each case is given a great deal of 
attention. Our intention is to handle everything in a truly pastoral manner. 

~ou that Father De Roeck is doing well 
- I have visited him and I try to keep in telephone contact with him. 

There is not much more that I, or anyone else, can comment on at the present time. We 
are following our usual Archdiocesan policies and procedures. I hope that you continue 
to keep Father De Roeck in your prayers and use this occasion to pray for all priests. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Rev. Daniel Coughlin 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (31Z) 64Z-4933 

Dear-

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NOR"fl-1 MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

May 24, 1999 

Your letter regarding Father Walter De Roeck was received and much appreciated. 
Personally, I have known Father De Roeck for a number of years and hold him in great 
esteem. Now in my position as Vicar for Priests I hope to help him through this difficult 
time. You as well as others have written to me your personal concerns about Father De 
Roech and his future. They are a great sign of support and encouragement. 

The news of recent weeks has been very disturbing for the people of St. Celestine, as well 
as for the priests and people who have know Father De Roeck through the years. Because 
so many people are affected when an allegation of sexual misconduct with minors is made, 
the Church has developed very specific policies and procedures in handling these matters. 
These guide us in our investigation, our dealings with the alleged victims, the accused 
priest and parishioners as wdl. Officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago continue to refine 
these policies and procedures based upon experience. Each case is given a great deal of 
attention. Our intention is to handle everything in a truly pastoral manner. 

At present I can tell you that Father De Roeck is doing well ••••••••••• 
I have: visited him and I try to keep in telephone contact with him. 

There is not much more that I, or anyone else, can comment on at the present time. We 
are following our usual Archdiocesan policies and procedures. I hope that you continue 
to keep Father De Roeck in your prayers and use this occasion to pray for all priests. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Rev. Daniel Coughlin 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear •• 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

May 25, 1999 

Noting your pain and disbelief over the present situation of Father Walter De Roeck, 
Cardinal Francis George has forwarded your letter to me to respond. Personally, I have 
known Father De Roeck for a number of years and hold him in great esteem. Now in my 
position as Vicar for Priests I hope to help him through this difficult time. You as well as 
others have expressed well your personal concerns about Father De Roech and his future. 
They are a great sign of support and encouragement. 

The news of recent weeks has been very disturbing for the people of St. Celestine, as well 
as for the priests and people who have know Father De Roeck through the years. Because 
so many people are affected when an allegation of sexual misconduct with minors is made, 
the Church has developed very specific policies and procedures in handling these matters. 
These guide us in our investigation, our dealings with the alleged victims, the accused 
priest and parishioners as well. Officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago continue to refine 
these policies and procedures based upon experience. Each case is given a great deal of 
attention. Our intention is to handle everything in a truly pastoral manner. 

~ou that Father De Roeck is doing well 
......._ I have visited him and I try to keep in telephone contact with him. 

There is not much more that I, or anyone else, can comment on at the present time. We 
are following our usual Archdiocesan policies and procedures. I hope that you continue 
to keep Father De Roeck in your prayers and use this occasion to pray for all priests. 

Sin.cerel~ ~o~s-.jn Chn9· st, . r;, 
~ . ~ _,._.,t' ~-

Rev. Daniel Coughlin 
Vicar for Priests 
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JUN-07-99 09:35 AM 

1June1999 

Dear parishioners, 

I have wanted very much ta be in touch with you since my departure in the days 
before Holy Week. I miss you a great deal. In the two and a half years that I have 
been with you I have come to love and cherish you. You are very dear ro my 
heart. First, a word of thanks to Fr. Sullivan and the entire staff. They have been 
so caring and supportive of:you and of me during this time of crisis in our lives. 

[also want to thank you for your words of kindness. compassion and forgiveness. 
lam blessed with the iit't of carina parishioners and wonderful friends. I have 
also been blessed with a family whose unconditional love has inspired me and 
mode me stronger. In all of this l have come in touch with the goodncS!i of Ood 
who continues to walk with all who are in need othealing. 

[ had hoped lo respond to all cards and letters rc:cc:ivc:d. I now know that that is 
unrealistic. That is why I write you today. Please know that your words have 
moved me tremendously. They have brought me to teon- and they are tears of 
immense joy and gratitude. God's love is shown through you. God's care and 
compassion are communicated through you. 

I have done some things in the past that I am not proud of and I'm sorry I have 
hurt some people. I ask your forgiveness for betraying your trust. I don't know 
what the future holds for me, as I write, but know that I love you .. As I ask your 
prayers for my healing. I pray for your healing 111 well. 

This has been a time for First Communions. Confirmations, and graduation~. 
Know that I have been with you in spirit and that I have been praying for you. 
These moments in parish life have highlighted the pain of separation for me. 

Finally, and very importantly. please pray for my sister, - As you know by 
now, she has . As we wait, I 
encourage more and more of you to become organ donors, so others might live. 

Aaain, my thanks 11Dd love to you 1111. 

Gratefully, 

Fr. Walter G, De Rocck 

P.01 

AOC 012635 



' M~mo_From 
AATHLEEN LEGGDAS 
PFR Administrator 

To: fA. ~ 

Message: 

Date: ~ -/?--f P 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD MEETING 

Saturday, June 19, 1999 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes: May 15, 1999 

II. Review Board Matters 

A. Rev. Walter De Roeck, PFR-62 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

ill. Other business. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is Saturday, July 17, 1999. 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 
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u~ /, ;_ f/~.3 Memo from: 

Daniel P. Coughlin 
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Mem•from: 

Rev D · l · ame P. Coughlin 

To: ___ Date: 
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Kathleen Leggdas 
Office of Professional Review 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
676 North St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago IL 60611 

Dear Kathleen, 

COPY 
July 3, 1999 

As a result of a recent conversation with Fr. Dan Coughlin in his role as Vicar 
for Priests, I am writing to you to communicate my position in regards to the 
recent request by the Fitness Review Board for some clarification of issues. 

Since Fr. Coughlin brought this to my attention, please address this further 
with him if you have any questions. 

Sincerely and gratefully, 

Fr. Walter G. De Roeck 
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Phone Conversation - PFR-62 

Date: 1126/01 Time: AM 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 1127/01 Time: 9:11 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Dinner with some friends to celebrate birthday 

Date: 1/28/01 Time: 8:27 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Going to friend s home to celebrate 

birthday 
- 56 years old 

Date: 1130/01 Time: AM 
- Health club and -

Date: 1131101 
- Calling in 

Date: 2/1101 
- Called 
- In Michigan City today 

Date: 2/2/01 
- At Retreat House 

- 1099 tax sheet 

Date: 2/3/01 
- At Retreat House 

Time: 9:20 a.m. 

Time: AM 

Time: 9:21 a.m. 

Time: 9:57 a.m. 

- Lunch with friends who are going to visit 
- A movie later 

Date: 2/4/01 Time: 10: 10 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Will clean up mess in office today 

Date: 2/5/01 Time: 9: 12 a.m. 

Date: 2/6/01 Time: 9:08 a.m. 

Date: 2/7/01 Time: 9:20 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Lunch with friends from Naperville 

Date: 2/8/01 Time: 9:30 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Walle today 
- Do some work 

Date: 2/9/01 Time: 10:07 a.m. 
- Sent car in for repairs yesterday 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 2/10/01 Time: 8:08 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Lunch with friends 

Date: 2/11101 Time: 9:14 a.m. 
- Brother's house for niece's birthday party 
- May go to health club 

Date: 2/12/01 Time: 9:01 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Afternoon meeting 

Date: 2/13/01 Time: 9:25 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 2/14/01 Time: 9:26 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Dinner with friends 
- Going to see the play "Producers" tonight 

Date: 2/15/01 Time: 9:04 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 2/16/01 Time: 9:31 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Will probably see a movie tonight "Castaway" 

Date: 2/17/01 Time: 7:12 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Lunch with friends and tallc over news with them 
- Movie 

Date: 2/18/01 Time: 8:12 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Museum of Science & Industry and/or 
- Garfield Conservatory 

Date: 2/19/01 Time: 7:49 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Breakfast with friend, - who lives in Palatine 
- Back to Retreat House to do some work 
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Phone Conversation - PFR-62 

Date: 2/20/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 2/21/01 
- At Retreat House 
- Dental Appointment 

Date: 2/22/01 
- Called in 

Date: 2/23/01 
- At Retreat House 
- Some exercise later 

Time: 9:04 a.m. 

Time: 9:31 a.m. 

Time: AM 

Time: 9:22 am. 

- Dinner & movie with friends 

Date: 2/24/01 Time: 10:20 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 2/25/01 Time: 8:56 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Party at ACP for Fr. Siedlecki 

Date: 2/26/01 Time: AM 
- Meet wit•••I financial manager 

Date: 2/27/01 Time: 7:57 am. 
- Heading downtown for a job exploration 

Date: 2/28/01 Time: AM 
- Had job interview with placement agency 

Date: 3/1/01 Time: 9:09 a.m. 
- Retreat House 
- Will take care of some paper work 

Date: 3/2/01 Time: AM 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 3/3/01 Time: 9:17 am. 
- At Retreat House for most of day 
- Lunch with some friends 
- Dinner out 

Date: 3/5/01 Time: 9:35 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 3/6/01 Time: 10:00 a.m. 
- Went to Health Club yesterday 
- Retreat House 

Date: 3/7/01 
- Called in 

Time: AM 

- Out to breakfast and then to computer class 

Date: 3/8/01 Time: 9:39 a.m. 
- Retreat House 

Date: 3/9/01 Time: 10:08 a.m. 
- Retreat House 
- Health Club 

- Dinner 

Date: 3/10/01 Time: 8:28 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Movie/dinner with friends 

Date: 3/11/01 Time: 12:10 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Doing a lot of work 

Date: 3/12/01 Time: 9:18 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 3/13/01 Time: AM 
- At Retreat House 
- Meet with friend at 1 :00 p.m. 

Date: 3/14/01 Time: 9:37 a.m. 
- Retreat House 
- Vehicle emission test 
- Computer class from 1-3:00 p.m. today 

Date: 3/15/01 
- Called in 
- Working at home today 
- Symphony tonight 

Time: AM 

Date: 3/16/01 Time: 9:42 a.m. 
- Went to Orchestra Hall yesterday for Symphony 
- Lunch with friends today 

Date: 3/17/01 Time: 8:32 a.m. 
- Retreat House 
- Dinner and movie with friends 

Date: 3/18/01 Time: 4:32 p.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Dinner with friends 
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Phone Conversation - PFR-62 

Date: 3/19/01 Time: 9: 11 a.m. 
- Retreat House 
- Lunch with friend 

Date: 3/20/01 Time: 10: 13 a.m. 
- Drive to Downtown 
- 3:00 appointment 
- Good news about civil suit - will be handled out of 

court. 

Date: 3/21101 
- Retreat House 

Date: 3/22/01 
- Retreat House 

Date: 3/23/01 
- Called in 

Date: 3/24/01 
- Called in 

Date: 3/25/01 
- Called in 

Date: 3/26/01 
- Called in 

Date: 3/27/01 
- Called in 

Date: 3/28/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 3/29/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 3/30/01 
- At Retreat House 

Time: 9:07 a.m. 

Time: 11 :03 a.m. 

Time: 10: 11 a.m. 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Time: 9:21 a.m. 

Time: 9:23 a.m. 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

- Meeting downtown this morning 

Date: 3/31101 Time: 7:38 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Movie 
- Exercise 

Date: 4/1101 Time: 8:41 a.m. 
- Do some work 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 4/2/01 Time: 8:59 am. 
- At Retreat House 
- Exercise 
- PM meeting 

Date: 4/3/01 Time: 9:16 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

- Dinner with cousins in Evanston 

Date: 4/4/01 Time: 9:26 am. 
- At Retreat House 
- Walk this morning 
- Computer class from 1 :00 - 3 :00 p.m. 

Date: 4/5/01 Time: 9:34 am. 
- Retreat House 
- Breakfast with Father Jerry Walsh 
- Dinner with Fr. Smilanic & Fr. Johlin 

Date: 4/6/01 Time: 8:19 a.m. 
- Doctor's appointment 
- Traffic Court 

Date: 417/01 Time: 9: 14 am. 
- At Retreat House 
- Working - a lot of catching up to do 

Date: 4/8/01 Time: 9:54 am. 
- At Retreat House 
- Dinner with brother later this afternoon 

Date: 419101 Time: 10:01 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 4/10/01 Time: 9:34 a.m. 
- Permission to go on Monday after Easter to 

Michigan City for day with 

Date: 4/11/01 Time: 9:04 am. 
- Breakfast with .. of Palatine 
- Computer class 
- Permission requested, is it OK? 

Date: 4/12/01 Time: 9:33 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Per PFRA, gave OK for WDR to go to Michigan 

City for the day 
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Phone Conversation - PFR-62 

Date: 4/13/01 Time: 8: 11 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Mass at 3 :00 p.m. 

Date: 4/14/01 Time: 6:39 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Errands to do 

Date: 4/15/01 Time: 11:14 a.m. 
- Easter Dinner with friends, •••••• 
- Brother out of town in Florida 
- Easter Mass 

Date: 4/16/01 Time: 6:34 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Michigan City for the day 

Date: 4/17/01 Time: 9:15 a.m. 
- Most of the day at Retreat House 
- - in afternoon 

Date: 4/18/01 Time: 9: 13 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Computer class from 1-3 :00 p.m. 

Date: 4/19/01 Time: 9:55 a.m. 
- Retreat House 
- Lunch with Fr. Gerald Walsh 
- Play tonight to see "Swing" at Oriental Theatre 

Date: 4/20/01 Time: 7:06 a.m. 
- 9:00 a.m. doctor's appointment today Downtown 
- Leave Sunday for -and returning Friday 

Date: 4/21/01 Time: 7:07 am. 
- At Retreat House 
- Leaving for- around 7:15 am. 

Date: 4/22/01 Time: 6: 12 a.m. 
- Leaving in a little while for 

Date: 4/28/01 Time: 3:49 p.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Got back yesterday evening 
- Breakfast with some friends 
- Worthwhile at-

Date: 4/29/01 Time: 9:38 a.m. 
- Sunday brunch with friend --her 76th 

birthday 
- Going to mall to run some errands 
- Catch up with bills, etc. 

Date: 4/30/01 

Date: 5/1101 

Date: 5/2/01 
- Doing better than yesterday 

Date: 5/3/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 5/4/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 5/5/01 
- Called in 

Date: 5/6/01 
- Called in 

Date: 5/7/01 
Called in 

Date: 5/8/01 
- At Retreat House 

downtown today 
- Plus a few other errands 

Date: 5/9/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 5/10/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 5/11/01 
- At Retreat House 
- Report from doctor 
- Good results 

Time: 7:45 a.m. 

Time: 9: 12 a.m. 

Time: 9:42 a.m. 

Time: AM 

Time: 9: 16 a.m. 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Time: 9:06 a.m. 

Time: 9:23 a.m. 

Time: 9:21 a.m. 

Time: 9:23 a.m. 
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Date: 5112/01 Time: 9: 17 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Out to dinner with friends late PM 

Date: 5/13/01 Time: 10:38 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Supper with friends 

Date: 5/14/01 Time: 8:29 a.m. 
- Calling early because picking up priest friend from 

airport - taking him to residence and lunch 

Date: 5/15/01 
- Called in 
- Going to 

Date: 5/16/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 5/17/01 
- Came back from car dealership 
- At Retreat House 

Time: AM 

&then-

Time: 9:37 a.m. 

Time: 9:20 a.m. 

Date: 5/18/01 Time: 8:16 am. 
- Picking up friends at Union Station and hanging out 

with them 

Date: 5/19/01 Time: 9:42 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Wedding Reception-Forest Preserve Shelter-

informal 

Date: 5/20/01 Time: 6:28 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Wedding for Jewish friend 

Date: 5/21/01 Time: 7:49 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Lunch with friends 

Date: 5/22/01 Time: 9: 11 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

- Sound of Music musical tonight 

Date: 5/23/01 Time: 9: 15 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Lunch with brother 
- The sing a long musical "Sound of Music" was 

fabulous last night 

Date: 5/2401 Time: 8:20 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

- Workshop for 50 +this morning for those looking 
for a career change. 

Date: 5/25/01 
- On way to 
- Calling from car phone 

Date: 5/26/01 
- At Retreat House 
- Going to a movie 

Time: 9:07 a.m. 

Time: AM 

Date: 5/27/01 Time: AM 
- Memorial Day in Crystal Lake 

Date: 5/30/01 Time: 8:44 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 5/31/01 Time: 9:39 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Job fair PM 
- Dinner with friends 

Date: 6/1/01 Time: 11:12 a.m 
- At Retreat House 
- Lunch with Ralph Strand 

Date: 6/2/01 Time: 8:28 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Possible job opportunity 

Date: 6/3/01 Time: 7:34 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- 57th Art Fair 
- Printer's Row Book Fair 

Date: 6/4/01 Time: 9: 10 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Lunch with friend 
- Job possibility 
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Date: 615101 

Date: 6/6/01 Time: 11 :27 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Lunch with friend 
- Working on resume 

Date: 6/7/01 Time: AM 
- Called in 
- Beginning to pack his things 
- Will initially live at Michigan condo 

Date: 6/8/01 
- Called in 
- Take a walk 
- Talarico 

Time: AM 

Date: 6/9/01 Time: AM 
- Called in 
- Saturday - Old Town art fair 
- Sunday at Retreat House all day 

Date: 6/11/01 Time: 9:24 am. 
- At Retreat House most of day 

PM 

Date: 6/12/01 Time: 10:4 7 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 6/13/01 Time: 9:06 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 6/14/01 Time: 9:00 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 6/15/01 Time: 10:20 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Having trouble with car 

Date: 6116/01 Time: 7:01 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Running errands and dinner with friends later in day 

Date: 6117/01 Time: 9:44 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Visit friends in Naperville for Father's day 

Date: 6/18/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 6/19/01 
- At Retreat House 
Date: 6/20/01 
- At Retreat House 
- Still packing 

Date: 6/21/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 6/22/01 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 6/23/01 
- At Retreat House 

Time: 10:00 a.m 

Time: 9:55 a.m. 

Time: 9:36 a.m. 

Time: 9: 10 a.m. 

Time: 9:46 a.m. 

Time: 7:32 a.m. 

- 50th Birthday party for a priest friend 

Time: 11 :43 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Did not receive salary check 

Date: 6/24/01 Time: 9:15 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- DinnerPM 

Date: 6/25/01 Time: 6:59 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

- Taking car in for 3,000 mile check 
- Haircut 

M 

Date: 6/26/01 Time: 5:51 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Will be at Rosemont Horizon at 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 

p.m. 
- There is a Summit 2001 -Motivational Day 
- Also, did not receive his salary check yet 

Date: 6/27/01 Time: 9:30 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Received check yesterday 
- Staying in today to do some work 

Date: 6/28/01 Time: 9:19 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 6/29/01 Time: 9:21 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
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Date: 7/31101 Time: 6:56 am. 
- Should be in most of the day 
- Might go to Grant Park this evening for film festival 

Date: 8/1101 Time: 7:31 a.m. 
- A lot going on with his sister 
- Sorry calling so late 

Date: 8/2/01 Time: 7:24 a.m. 
- Will be with sister most of the day 

Date: 8/3/01 
- Calling in 
- Sister in town 

Date: 8/4/01 
- Continuing with paperwork 

Time: AM 

Time: 6:53 a.m. 

Date: 8/5/01 Time: 8:36 a.m. 
- Going to theater with friends 
Date: 8/6/01 Time: 7:02 am. 
- With sister and brother-in-law 

Date: 8/7/01 Time: 6:31 a.m. 
- Going out for dinner with sister 

Date: 8/8/01 Time: 7:54 p.m. 
- Forgot to call in earlier 

Date: 8/9/01 Time: 8:31 a.m. 
- Retreat House 
- When sister leaves town will go back to normal 

schedule 

Date: 8/10/01 Time: 10: 11 a.m. 
- On way to Markham to meet with attorney regarding Archdiocesan paper work 
- Hopes to finish up today 

Date: 8/11/01 Time: 6:59 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Last day of touring with sister 
- She will be leaving 

Date: 8/12/01 Time: 7:06 a.m. 
- At Retrat House 
- Discano's warehouse sale 
- Gold Coast Art Fair 

Date: 8/13/01 Time: 7:00 a.m. 
- Piano movers talcing piano to brother's house 
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Date: 6/30/01 Time: AM 
- At Retreat House for day 

Date: 7/1/01 Time: 8:13 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Dinner at 4:00 p.m. 

Date: 7/2/01 Time: 9:06 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 7/4/01 Time: PM 
- Going to 4th of July party 
- Forgot if he called 

Date: 7/5/01 Time: 12:14 a.m. 
- Went touring with Fr.-from California 

and Bro. -from Cleveland 

Date: 716101 Time: 11 :21 a.m. 
- In Wilmette sightseeing with friends 

Date: 7/7/01 Time: 10:53 a.m. 
- Continuing as tour guide for friends from out of 

town 

Date: 7/8/01 Time: 3 :03 p.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7/9/01 Time: 10:23 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Mom coming in tonight 

Date: 7/10/01 Time: 9:23 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7/11/01 Time: 9:05 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7/12/01 Time: 9: 26 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Going out with mother who is visiting 

Date: 7/13/01 Time: 11:14 a.m 
- Having a good time visiting with Mom in town 
- Busy sightseeing 

Date: 7/14/01 Time: 10:56 a.m 
- Lot of touring and visiting with Mom today 

Date: 7/15/01 Time: 10:08 a.m 
- Family barbecue 
- Visiting a friend who had a heart attack 
- Neighborhood festival 

Date: 7/16/01 Time: 9:51 a.m. 
- Moving things 
- Taking Mom to visit people 
- Meanwhile at Retreat House 

Date: 7/17/01 Time: 9:54 a.m. 
- Still packing 
- Donating books to Retreat Center 

Date: 7/18/01 Time: 8:32 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Will be doing errands with mother today 

Date: 7/19/01 Time: AM 
- Taking his mother to airport; expressing 

Date: 7/20/01 Time: 10:52 a.m. 
- Drop off things off place to place 
- Giving some items to friends 

Date: 7/21/01 
- Running around today 

Date: 7/22/01 
- At Retreat House 
- Sister visiting from 

Date: 7/24/01 
- Phoned 

Time: 11 :25 a.m. 

Time: 1: 15 p.m. 

Time: 10: 12 a.m. 

Date: 7/25/01 Time: 6:02 a.m. 
- With his sister whose visiting from California 

Date: 7/28/01 Time: 9: 17 a.m 
- With family then meeting tonight 

Date: 7/29/01 Time: 9:24 a.m. 
- Out with family 

Date: 7/30/01 Time: 7:48 a.m 
- At meeting tonight 
- Continuing with paperwork for diocese 
- Packing 
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Date: 8113/01 Time: 7:00 a.m. 
- Piano movers taking piano to brother's house 
- At Retreat House for now 

Date: 8/14/01 Time: 6:54 am. 
- At Retreat House 
- Continuing to pack and sort 
- Doctor's appointments this afternoon 

Date: 8/15/01 
- Calling in 

Date: 8/16/01 
- Calling in 

Date: 8/19/01 
- Called in 

Date: 8/20/01 
- At Retreat House 

Time: AM 

Time: PM 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Date: 8/21101 Time: AM 
- Breakfast with a friend 

movie with a friend 

Date: 8/22/01 Time: AM 
- At Retreat House for the day 

Date: 8/23/01 Time: 7:45 p.m. 
- Picked up glasses at Lenscrafters 
- Forgot to call in earlier 

Date: 8/24/01 Time: 7:00 am. 
- Moving some things out 
- Donating furnishings, etc. 
- Final move sometime next week 

Date: 8/25/01 Time: 8:54 a.m. 
From: Rev. Larry McBradyNicar for Priests 
- Cardinal gave permission for WDR to leave the Retreat House on Sunday 
- Will be calling on Monday for last time 
- Will no longer be a priest 

Time: 9:45 a.m. 
- Moving on Monday morning 
- Will leave Retreat House after breakfast 

Date: 8/26/01 Time: 9:30 a.m. 
- Will be at Fr. Steve Patte's installation at St. Ita's (as Pastor) 

Date: 8/27/01 Time: 7:06 a.m. 
- Last call 
- Leaving Retreat House 
- From own perspective - Adios, Thank God and Allelluya! 
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Date: 1/1/01 Time: 9:21 a.m. 
- At Retreat House until 1:00 
- Dinner and movie with friends 

Date: 1/2/01 Time: 9:05 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Wanted to ask permission to have dinner with old 

parishioners of his 
- LNP asked him to call Father McBrady 

Date: 1/2/01 Time: 9:22 a. m. 
From: Father Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priest 
- Spoke with WDR regarding permission to have 

dinner with old friends (parishioners of his) 
- He gave his OK 

Date: 1/3/01 Time: 9: 11 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Haircut 

Date: 1/4/01 Time: 9:09 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

- Dinner with friends 

Date: 1/5/01 Time: 9:18 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 1/6/01 Time: 9:10 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Possibly a movie later 

Date: 1/7/01 Time: 10:05 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 1/8/01 Time: 9:35 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

- ~ve dinner with Dan Smilanic and -
-of St. Paul of the Cross. 

Date: 1/12/01 Time: 9:55 a.rn. 
- At Retreat House 
- Lunch 
- Meeting in afternoon 

Date: 1/13/01 Time: 9:21 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- May go to a movie 

Date: 1/14/01 Time: 9:38 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- A lot of work to do 

Date: 1/15/01 Time: 9:00 a. rn. 
- At Retreat House 

in pm. 

Date: 1/16/01 Time: 9:34 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

in p.m. 

Date: 1/18/01 Time: 9:35 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Will visit Fr. Siedlecki in PM 

Date: 1/19/01 Time: 9:10 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 1/20/01 Time: AM 
- Called in from Retreat House 

Date: 1/21/01 Time: 9: 17 a.rn. 
- Retreat House 
- Lunch 
- Permission to go to Michigan City 
- Will speak to PFRA tomorrow 

Date: 1/22/01 Time: 9:09 a.m. 
- Permission to go to Michigan City on Thursday, 

February 1, 2001 
- PFRA said OK 

Date: 1/23/01 Time: 6:15 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- 10:00 a.m. meeting with Communications office at 

67 6 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 

Date: 1/24/01 Time: 9:05 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 1/25/01 Time: 9:24 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Working on Pope's history for Communications 

office 
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Date: 12/6/00 Time: 9:19 a.m. Date: 12/20/00 Time: AM 
- At Retreat House - Called in from Retreat House 

- Lunch with friends 
Date: 12/7 /00 Time: AM 
- Has bad cold Date: 12/21/00 Time: 9:21 a.m. 
- Will be at Retreat House today - At Retreat House 

Date: 12/8/00 Time: 7:49 a.m. Date: 12/22/00 Time: 8:32 a.m. 
- At Retreat House - At Retreat House 

- Lunch with friends 
Date: 12/9/00 Time: 8:47 a.m. 
- At Retreat House in AM 

PM Date: 12/23/00 Time: 9:49 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 12/10/00 Time: 8:12 a.m. - A movie later in late afternoon 
- At Retreat House until 3 :00 - Dinner with friends in Barrington if roads are 
- Mid-afternoon supper with friends, then a movie. cleared. 

Date: 12/11/00 Time: 9:30 a.m. Date: 12/24/00 Time: 9:34 a.m. 
- At Retreat House - Christmas eve party at 5:00 p.m. with friends, 

Date: 12/ 12/00 Time: 9:21 a.m. 
- At Retreat House Date: 12/25/00 Time: 9:47 a.m. 

- Retreat House 

Date: 12/13/00 Time: 9: 19 a.m. 
- Mass later this morning 
- -shouse 

- At Retreat House - Brother's house 
- Post Office 
- Dinner possibly with friends Date: 12/26/00 Time: 9:36 a.m. 

- At Retreat House for most of day 
Date: 12/14/00 Time: 9:16 a.m. - A movie later 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 12/27/00 Time: 9:04 a.m. 
Date: 12/15/00 Time: 9:40 a.m. - At Retreat House 
- At Retreat House 
- Going out with friends to see Christmas Carol 

- - in afternoon 

this evening. Date: 12/28/00 Time: 9: 19 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 12/16/00 Time: 9:03 a.m. - Will do some errands today 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 12/29/00 Time: 9:50 a.m. 
Date: 12/17 /00 Time: 10:00 a.m. - At Retreat House 
- At Retreat House for most of day 
- Possibly a movie Date: 12/30/00 Time: 9:40 a.m. 
- Requesting permission to go to funeral for friend - - At Retreat House 

Can he use his Roman collar? - Out for dinner 
- Will talk with PFRA tomorrow regarding this - No cook available 

Date: 12/18/00 Time: 9: 13 a.m. Date: 12/31/00 Time: 9:27 a.m. 
- At Retreat House - At Retreat House until 3 :30 
- Nnt onino tn fimP.rnl hP.r.::insP. nfnnssihilitv nfsnnw - DinnP.r with rriP.nrls 
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Date: 119/01 Time: AM 
- OK dinner with friends 

Date: 1110/01 Time: AM 
- At Retreat House AM 
- Dinner with Father Ken Fisher & opera this evening 

Date: 1111/01 Time: AM 
- At Retreat House most of day 
- Going to the mall this afternoon 

Date: 1117/01 Time: AM 
- Job going OK 
- Not much feedback given 
- Volume of work is adequate 

Date: 1120/01 
- Called in 
- Meeting with 

Time: AM 

today 
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Date: 10/20/00 Time: AM 
- At Retreat House 
- Meeting with Fr. Larry McBrady this afternoon. 

Date: 10/21100 Time: 7:54 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Pick up friend -and then visit Fr. 
Norb Hess 
- Later a movie, maybe. 

Date: 10/22/00 Time: 8:10 a.m. 
- At Retreat House until 2:00 p.m. 
- To movies with Fr. Patte 

Date: 10/23/00 Time: AM 
- Called 
- Computer class 
- Back to Koenig Hall then 

Date: 10/24/00 Time: 9:16 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Flu shot 

Date: 10/25/00 Time: 9:29 a.m. 
- At Retreat House for most of day 
- Dr's appointment at 1 :30 p.m. then back at 
Retreat House 

Date: 10/26/00 Time: 9:33 a.rn. 
-At Retreat House 
-Will be doing some computer work today 

Date: 10/27 /00 Time: 9:25 a.rn. 
- At Retreat House 
- Mid-afternoon meeting around 3 :00 p.m. 

Date: 10/28/00 Time: 9:09 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Movie and supper in afternoon 

Date: 10/29/00 Time: 9: 11 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Walk or mall later 

Date: 10/30/00 Time: AM 
- Called in 
- Went to Computer class 

this PM 

Date: 10/31100 Time: 9:30 a.m. 
- -inaftemoon 
- ~some friends later 

Date: 1111100 Time: 9:32 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Will pick up aunt to take to O'Hare for trip 

back to Belgium 

Date: 1112/00 Time: 8:50 a.m. 
- Have session of spiritual direction this morning 

with Father John Michet 

Date: 1113100 Time: 9:35 a.m. 
- At Retreat House for most of day 
- Around 2-2:30 Dinner with friends 
- Next week Thursday, November 9th would like 

permission to go to Michigan City 
- Father Michael Herman from St. Sylvester will 

accompany him 

Date: 1114/00 Time: 8:13 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Breakfast in a few minutes 
- Mid-afternoon meeting 
- Dinner with some program people and possibly 

a movie 

Date: 1115/00 Time: 8:16 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Breakfast 
- Meet with program people 
- Oriental institute with them and Dinner 
- Then back to Retreat House 

Date: 1116/00 
- On way to computer class 

Date: 11/7/00 
Went to vote early 

- At Retreat House 

Time: 8:55 a.m. 

Time: 9:25 a.m. 

at 3:30 p.m. 

Date: 1118/00 Time: 9:02 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Time: AM 
- Brother will pick him up at O'Hare upon return 

from California 
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Date: 1119/00 Time: AM 
- Called in 
- Going to Michigan house with a companion for 

the day 

Date: 11/10/00 Time: 8:54 a.m. 
this morning 

Date: 11111100 Time: 9:29 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Movie at 4:00 
- Dinner with a friend 

Date: 11112/00 Time: 9:03 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Errand at Mall 

Date: 11113/00 Time: 8:47 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Computer class this morning 

later in the day 

Date: 11114/00 Time: 9:20 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- -inPM 

Date: 11115/00 Time: 9:05 a.Iil. 
- At Retreat House 
- Lunch with Father Mike 

in PM 

Date: 11/16/00 Time: 9:09 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Taking a friend to eye doctor 

Date: 11117/00 Time: 5:24 a.m. 
- Heading out the door 
- On way to California 

Date: 11120/00 
To: WDR 
- In California 

- Calling from California 

Time: 10:00 a.m. 

Time: 1 :46 a.m. 

- Party for Mom yesterday - went great 
- Will call in couple days 

Date: 11122/00 Time: 11: 16 a.m. 
Calling in from California 

Date: 11124/00 Time: 1 :04 p.m. 
- After thanksgiving 
- Home late Monday night 

Date: 11127/00 Time: PM 
- 6:45 p.m. picked up Wally at O'Hare 

Date: 11128/00 Time: AM 
- Wally called in 
- Home from California 
- Flew alone from California 

Time: PM 
From: Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
- American Airlines confirmed that Wally De 

Roeck traveled alone from California on 
11127/00. 

Date: 11129/00 Time: AM 
- Calling in from Retreat House 

Date: 11130/00 Time: 9:40 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 12/1100 Time: AM 
- At Retreat House until PM 

Date: 12/2/00 Time: 9:20 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- 2:30 p.m. meeting in the city 
- Possibly a movie after that 

Date: 12/3/00 Time: 9:31 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Play with friends 
- Dinner afterwards 

Date: 12/4/00 Time: 9:28 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Head cold 

Date: 12/5/00 Time: 9:30 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

in PM 
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Date: 9/15/00 Time: AM 
To: Fr. Tom Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to 
Review Board 
- Regarding Wally's meeting with Cardinal 

Date: 9/15/00 Time: AM 
To: - WDR's sister-
From: PFRA 
- 10 minutes is in a 
- Spend a lot of time with Wally 
- See daily basis 
- One of the sisters would take him to the 

airport/family at 
s home address: 

CA-
- Gave her my # in the event of question 

Date: 9/16/00 Time: 9:58 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 9/17 /00 Time: 8:57 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Time: 7:38 p.m. 
- Sister - did not hear from PFRA 
- Possibly gave wrong number 
- #is 
- Wants to go to Michigan City on Thursday 
- Father Shanahan from Maternity BVM will 

accompany 
- Will talk to PFRA later on this. 

Date: 9/18/00 Time: AM 
To: --PFR Board Member 
- No to Wally De Roeck extended trip to 

California 

Date: 9/18/00 Time: AM 
To: PFR Board Member 
- Yes to Wally's extended trip to California 

Time: AM 
To: - PFR Board Member 
- OK to Wally's trip to California 

Time: AM 
To: - PFR Board Member 
- Regarding Wally's extended stay - OK 

Date: 9/18/00 Time: AM 
To: - PFR Board Member 
- Regarding Wally extended stay 
- No answer- out of town 

Time: AM 

To:••••• 
- Address: 

- Will serve as monitor for extended trip to 
California 

CA 

Date: 9/19/00 Time: 12:32 p.m. 
- Received call from Cardinal to meet with him 
- Not sure if its regarding his request or some 

other issue 
- Thought PFRA should know 

Time: 7:58 p.m. 
- Did not realize that there was a message from 

PFR office for him 
- Did not meet with Cardinal 
- Cardinal did not want to meet regarding appeal, 
~basis with him 

- --called - will call him 
- Thank PFRA for help with Board's reversed 

decision, talking with sisters, etc. 
- Tomorrow will be taping in Northbrook 
- Will call office after that at Retreat House 

Date: 9/20/00 Time: 11 :38 a.m. 
- Taping for Communication Office this morning 

went well 
- Moving things back to room 
- Michigan City AM tomorrow Thursday 
- Will call office around 11 :00 

Date: 9/21/00 Time: AM 
- At Michigan home 
- Grateful for Board change of recommendation 

for November travel 

Date: 9/22/00 Time: AM 
- Called - at St. Cajitan 
- Not on film of Communications only present 

while filming. 

Date: 9/23/00 Time: 8:09 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
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Date: 9/24/00 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 9/25/00 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 9/26/00 
-Called in 
-Going to computer class 

Date: 9/27100 
- At Retreat House 

Time: 8:34 a.m. 

Time: 9:42 a.m. 

Time: 8:45 a.m. 

Time: 9:06 a.m. 

Time: AM 
To: - PFR Board member 
- Gave information on extension of WDR's trip to 

California 

Date: 9/28/00 Time: 9: 19 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Back at Koenig Hall 
- Unpacking to do 

Date: 9/29/00 Time: 9:35 a.m. 
-At Retreat House 
-More unpacking to do 
-Plus work for Communication's office 

Date: 9/30/00 Time: 8: 17 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 10/1/00 Time: 9:48 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Time: 6:51 p.m. 
- Did call in this morning 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 10/2/00 Time: 9: 17 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 10/3/00 Time: 8:22 a.m. 
- Computer class at College of Lake County 

Date: 10/4/00 Time: 9: 19 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Reviewing some videos from Communication's 

Office 

Date: 10/5/00 Time: 9:13 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Going to Hawthorne Mall with PFR-41 for a 

phone. 

Date: 10/6/00 Time: AM 
- Called in from Retreat House 

Date: 10/7100 Time: 9:07 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 10/8/00 Time: 7:44 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
-On way to 
- Will be at -until Friday the 13th 
- Will call on Saturday the 14th 

Date: 10/10/00 

Date: 10/14/00 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 10/15/00 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 10/16/00 
- At Retreat House 
- Computer class 

To:WDR 
From: PFRA 

Time: AM 

Time: 9:24 a.m. 

Time: 9:21 a.m. 

8:53 a.m. 

Time: AM 

- Meeting at Mundelein on 10/17 /00 at 11 :30 
- Followed by lunch 

Date: 10/17 /00 Time: 9:27 a.m. 
-At Retreat House 
-PFRA is to visit with him at Mundelein today 

Date: 10/18/00 Time: 9:02 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 10/19/00 Time: 9:06 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Took a 3 mile walk yesterday 
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Date: 8/28/00 Time: 9:14 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Went with friend to Long Grove Sunday for 
Brunch 
Some computer work today 

Date: 8/29/00 Time: 9:08 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 8/30/00 Time: 9:12 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 8/31/00 Time: 9:20 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 9/1/00 Time: 9:35 a.m. 
Met with PFRA and Fr. McBrady at PFR 
Office at 11 :00 a.m. 

Date: 9/2/00 Time: 9:22 a.m. 
A lot of moving and labeling this weekend 
before renovation on Tuesday. 

Date: 9/3/00 Time: 9:35 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 9/4/00 Time: 8:18 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Going to brother's home for Labor Day! 

Date: 915100 Time: 9:08 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
In the midst of moving 

Date: 916100 Time: AM 
Called in from Retreat House 
Informed him that 9/16 Board meeting may be 
cancelled 
He is writing letter to board to appeal 
Thanksgiving trip decision 

Date: 9/7/00 
Called in 

Time: AM 

Informed him of Cardinal's decision regarding 
trip: return with brother or accompanied by 
someone else. 

Date: 9/8/00 Time: 9:31 a.m. 
-Having lunch with a 90 year-old friend today 

Date: 9/9/00 Time: 8:17 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 9/10/00 Time: 9:50 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 9/11/00 Time: 9:09 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 9/12/00 Time: 9:19 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 9/13/00 Time: 9:41 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Will take a walk today 

Time: PM 
To: PFR Board Member 
- "No" for Wally to extend trip to California 

To: 
Time: PM 

PFR Board Member 
- "No" to Wally's extended visit to California 

Time: PM 
To: -PFR Board Member 
- Regarding Wally's extended visit to California 

Date: 9114/00 Time: 9:25 a.m. 
- Calling from Retreat House 
- Returning PFRA's call 
- Will call tomorrow at this time 

Time: 11 :40 a.m. 
From: PFR Board Member 
- Wants to talk to PFRA regarding WDR 

Date: 9115/00 
From: WDR 
- Phone #' s for sisters 

-
Time: AM 

- Has an appointment with Cardinal 

To: 
Time: AM 

PFR Board Member 
- If talk with sisters and monitor agreement 
made OK for trip 
- If not- "No" 
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Date: 7 /28/00 Time: AM 
Going to dinner with Glenview parishioner on 
7129100 
PFRAOK'd 

Date: 8/1/00 Time: 6: 11 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Early morning meeting downtown 

Date: 8/2/00 Time: 6:59 a.m. 
Appointment with Dermatologist downtown 
this morning 

Date: 8/3/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 8/4/00 
At Retreat House 
Will go out for walk 

Date: 8/5/00 
Called in 

Date: 8/6/00 
Called in 

Date: 8/7 /00 
Called in 

Date: 8/8/00 
Called in 

Date: 8/9/00 
Called in 

Date: 8/10/00 
Called in 

Date: 8/11/00 
Called in 

Time: 9:23 a.m. 

Time: 9:04 a.m. 

Time: AM 

Time:AM 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Time:AM 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Date: 8/12/00 Time: AM 
Went to Michigan yesterday 
Called in with dates to meet with Fr. McBrady 
Other date: August 30 1 :00 p.m., September 1st 
11 :00 a.m. and September 5th 10:00/11 :00 a.m. 
September 1st at 11 :00 a.m. 

Date: 8/13/00 
Called in 

Time: AM 

Date: 8/14/00 
Called in 

Date: 8/15/00 
Called in 

Date: 8/16/00 
Called in 

Date: 8/17/00 
- At Retreat House 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

Confirmed meeting for September 1st 

Date: 8/18/00 
Checking in 

Date: 8/19/00 

Time: AM 

Time: 7:51 a.m. 
Calling in a little earlier than usual 
Taking a friend to breakfast before taking to 
airport 

Date: 8/20/00 Time: 8:32 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 8/21 /00 Time: 9:27 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Will be contacting for more computer classes 

Date: 8/22/00 Time: 9:38 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 8/23/00 Time: PM 
Called in 
Informed Board decision regarding November 
trip to California 
Should return when brother returns 

Date: 8/24/00 Time: 11 :38 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 8/25/00 Time: 8:50 a.m. 
today! 

Date: 8/26/00 Time: 8 :23 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 8/27/00 Time: 7:52 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
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Date: 6/18/00 Time: 8:59 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 6/19/00 Time: 6:50 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Funeral in Rockford most of day 

Date: 6/20/00 Time: 7:31 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 6/21/00 Time: 9:13 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 6/22/00 Time: 9: 11 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 6/23/00 Time: 9:25 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 6/24/00 Time: 9:45 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 6/25/00 Time: 9:22 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 6/26/00 Time: 9:07 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 6/27/00 Time: 8:08 a.m. 
Computer class today 

Date: 6/27100 Time: 9:25 a.m. 
From: Carol Madill per Fr. McBradyNP 

today 

Fr. McBrady asked that PFRA bring a copy of 
protocol for WDR 

Date: 6/28/00 Time: AM 

Friday Ken Fisher using cottage 
Wally will go up with keys, etc. 

Date: 6/29/00 Time: 9:40 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
3:00 p.m. appointment with doctor 
Tomorrow calling in early 
Will pick up Fr. Fisher and going to Michigan 
City 

Date: 6/30/00 Time: 7:59 a.m. 
Calling in a little earlier 
Picking up Fr. Fisher and going to Michigan 
City 

Date: 7/1/00 
At Retreat House 
Meeting in afternoon 

Date: 7/2/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 713100 
At Retreat House 
-in PM 

Time: 9:38 a.m. 

Time: 9:14 a.m. 

Time: 8:32 a.m. 

Grant Park in evening 

Date: 714100 Time: 8 :25 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Cousin's Bar-B-Q in Aurora early afternoon 

Date: 715100 Time: AM 
To: Kathy Samp/Koenig Hall 

Wally very demanding 

Time: 9: 19 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Time: AM 
To: PFRA 

as cancer 
will go along 

Will stay for overnight or one day if OK in St. 
Louis 
VP supports 1) reliable person going along 2) 
.. were at WDR's 25th 

Time: AM 
To: ~FR Chairperson 

Re: WDR's request to go to St. Louis 
Not inclined to say yes 

Time: 11 :50 a.m. 
To: WDR 
- - and PFRA did not approve trip to 

St. Louis. 
At Retreat House 
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Date: 716100 Time: 9:05 a.m. 

Date: 7/7/00 Time: 9:05 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Meetings all day 

Date: 7/8/00 Time: 8:51 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 719100 Time: 8:10 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 7110100 Time: 8:39 a.m. 
From: Fr. McBradyNP 

For today's agenda is WDR all you 
have? 

Time: 9:08 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 7111 /00 Time: 9:05 a.m. 
but 

otherwise OK 

Date: 7 /12/00 Time 6:51 a.m. 
Downtown meeting with Vicar for Priests this 
morning 

Time:AM 
Job possibilities re: Walter De Roeck with 
Office of Communications 

Date: 7/13/00 Time: 9: 16 a.m. 
Going to Health club for workout 

Date: 7/14/00 Time: 9:19 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 7/15/00 Time: 8:20 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7/16/00 Time: 8:07 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7117 /00 Time: 9:16 a.m. 
Taking some friends on a tour of the city 
One friend is in from Belgium 

Date: 7 /18/00 
- Relaxing day 
- Will do some reading 

Time: 9:20 a.m. 

Date: 7/19/00 Time: AM 
- 7 /20/ Fr. Boldonair to Michigan City trip OK 
615, 6/28, 7 /19 
- Sat. dinner w/Catherine Laboure parishioner OK 

Date: 7 /20/00 Time: 8:07 a.m. 
- Calling in early because will be on way to 
Michigan City Back around 6:00 p.m 
Date: 7/21/00 Time: 9:18 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7 /22/00 Time: 8:56 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7 /23/00 Time: 9:33 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7/24/00 Time: 9:10 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7 /25/00 Time: 9:24 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Out for walk today 

Date: 7 /26/00 Time: 8:54 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7/27/00 Time: 9:27 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Taking a walk today 

Date: 7/29/00 Time: 8:25 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7 /30/00 Time: 9:03 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 7 /31 /00 Time: 9:14 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
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Date: 6/1/00 Time: 9:29 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 6/2/00 Time: 9:01 a.m. 
Has a friend in town and will serve as a guide 
Possible visit to museums 

Date: 613100 Time: 7:18 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 614100 Time: 6:32 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 615100 Time: 9: 17 a.m. 
Went to Printer's Row this weekend to buy 
books 

Date: 615100 Time: AM 
Call from Cindy Giachetti, attorney 
Thursday, June 8th, with Gerald Walsh to 
Michigan City 

Date: 616100 Time: 7:24 a.m. 
Leave around 8:30 a.m. for computer class in 
Lake County 

Date: 616100 Time AM 
To: Cindy Giachetti/Attorney for WDR 

Left message 

Date: 6/7100 Time: 9:07 a.m. 
Computer class yesterday went well 
4 sessions instead of 8 which is good 

Date: 6/8/00 Time: 6:22 a.m. 
Meeting with Fr. Walsh for trip to Michigan 
City this morning. 

Date: 619100 Time: 9:25 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 6/10/00 Time: 9:16 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 6/11/00 Time: 9:23 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 6/12/00 Time: 9:23 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Will stay in today because of rain 

Date: 6/13/00 Time: 8:45 a.m. 
- Computer class this morning 

Time: PM 
To: Fr. Larry McBradyNicar for Priests 
- No to request from Walter De Roeck to say 
wedding mass in September 

Date: 6/14/00 Time: 8:44 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Going downtown this morning to meet with 
attorney. 

Date: 6/15/00 Time: 9: 15 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 6/16/00 Time: 9: 18 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 
- Asked to speak to PFRA 

Time: AM 
From: WDR 
- Informed that he may not officiate at Wedding 
or funeral as requested. 

Time: AM 
To: Andy McDonaghNP Office 
- Regarding Walter DeRoeck working on 
release of information 

- Legal advise 

Time: AM 
To: Cindy Giachetti/Attorney for WDR 994-
2121 
- Regarding Lawsuit prohibition 
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Date: 4/23/00 Time: 9:59 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Going to brother's house for dinner 

Date: 4/24/00 Time: 9:29 a.m. 
Please call him at Retreat House 
Needs to talk to PFRA 

Time: 12:00 p.m. 
At Brother's house for Easter 
Michigan City with John Barkemeyer - pastor 
of St. Cajetan 
OK to wear collar at Wake/Funeral per PFRA. 

Date: 4/25/00 Time: 7:03 p.m. 
At Retreat House 
Forgot to call in yesterday 
Was at Fr. Ed Siedlecki's brother's funeral 

Date: 4/26/00 Time: 9: 17 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Will take a walk today- nice day! 

Date: 4/27/00 Time: 9:32 a.m. 
Calling in from Retreat House 

Date: 4/29/00 Time: 9: 15 a.m. 
Calling in from the Retreat House 

Date: 4/30/00 Time: 9: 10 a.m. 
t - Calling in from Retreat House 

Date: 5/1100 Time: 9:03 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/2/00 Time: 9:24 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Please call him - would like to speak to PFRA 

Time: 9:35 a.m. 
To: WDR 

Monthly computer report 3 weeks worth 
Joe Walsh to accompany to Michigan City on 
Thursday, May 4th- 50th Wedding 
Anniversary party 
Computer person from seminary 

Date: 5/3/00 Time: 9: 12 a.m. 
Will be taking a walk today - beautiful day! 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/4/00 Time: 7:22 a.m. 
Spending the day in Michigan city 
Picking up Fr. Walsh at 8:45 a.m. 

Time: 9:10 a.m. 
From: Andy McDonagh/VP office 

What comments were made by the Review 
Board concerning Walter De Roeck's 

LNP asked that he speak to Fr. Paprocki if he 
needed the information immediately 
If not, message would be given to PFRA upon 
her return from vacation on Monday, May 8th 
or her call in to office 

Date: 515100 Time: 9:12 a.m. 
Mundelein Retreat House 
Will be taking a walk this morning 

Date: 516100 Time: 9:07 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/7100 Time: 8:52 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/8/00 Time: 9: 19 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Park Ridge Couple (old parishioners of WDR) 
asked if would have dinner with them 
Wednesday evening, is it OK? 

Time: 9:40 a.m. 
From: Andy McDonagh/VP office 

Would like to speak with PFRA concerning 
WDR-

Date: 519100 Time: 9: 10 a.m. 
To: Fr. Andy McDonaugh/ 

- -ewBoara;m 

Accomplishment 
Additional questionnaire 

- -to talk to Andy McDonaugh 

Time: 9:32 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
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Date: 5/10100 Time: 9:23 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Time: 11 :59 a.m. 
A couple from the days of bible study at St. 
Catherine Laboure asked him out to lunch 
Thursday, is it OK? Yes per PFRA . 

Date: 5/11/00 Time: 9:23 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Will be registering for computer class at a Lake 
County college for commencement on June 
5th. 

Date: 5/12/00 Time: 9: 17 a.m. 
Please call him 
Has a couple of questions he would like to ask 

Time: 9:30 a.m. 
From: WDR 
1) Jim Ray's 25th ordination-collar OK 
2) Friend to lunch in Wheeling 5/13/00 

Date: 5/13/00 Time: 10:29 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/14/00 Time: 9:28 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/15/00 Time: 9:15 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/16/00 Time: 9:07 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Will be going to Health club today 

Date: 5/17/00 Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Went to Jim Ray's celebration (29th) 
Air conditioners installed, thanks! 

Date: 5/18/00 Time: 9:57 a.m. 
Late calling 
Was speaking with sister in California by way 
of Internet 

Date: 5/19/00 Time: 9:35 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/19/00 Time: 2:00 p.m. 
From: John Michet/Mundelein Seminary 

Two masses with 50 Deacon couples 
- NOT OK for Wally De Roeck to say mass per 

PFRA 

Date: 5/20/00 Time: 8:28 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 5/21/00 Time: 10:55 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/22/00 Time: 9:36 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/23/00 Time: 9:34 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/24/00 Time: 10:08 a.m. 
Had to take car in for repairs 
Waiting for a call from mechanics on when car 
is ready 

Date: 5/24/00 Time: 10: 10 a.m. 
Lunch with Parishioners on 5125100 

His attorney Cindy Giachetti will be calling me 

Date: 5125100 Time: 9: 19 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/26/00 Time: 9:33 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/27/00 Time: 9:20 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/28/00 Time: 6:43 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/29/00 Time: 6:48 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/30/00 Time: 9:21 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 5/31/00 Time: 9:10 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
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Date: 4/2/00 Time: 8:58 a.m. 
Fonner parishioner had an anierizm and 
wanted to know ifhe could go and see him in 
Darien sometime this week. 
Will talk to PFRA on Monday. 

Date: 4/3/00 Time: 9:48 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Good time at Retreat 
PFRA will speak to him regarding 2 requests 

Time:AM 
OK'd Monday lunch and trip to Darien 

Date: 414100 Time: 9: 10 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 415100 Time: 9:12 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 4/6/00 Time: 9:19 a.m. 
Computer repairman expected at 11 :00 a.m. 
Will be at Retreat House 

Date: 4/7100 Time: 8:39 a.m. 
At Retreat House until 9:00 a.m., then 
At St. Cajetan for a support meeting 
Also, a couple, former parishioners of St. 
Catherine Laboure invited him to dinner 
tomorrow night, is it~ 
Next week he'll be at-· does he need 
to call in every day? (No) 

Date: 4/8/00 Time: 9:32 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 419100 Time: 7:43 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
On way to airport on way to -until 
Friday. 
Will call on Saturday, March 15th. 

Date: 4/11100 Time: PM 
To: Fr. Jaines P. Mcllhone/St. Mary of the Lake 
Mundelein Seminary/ 

Regarding computer chip to block X-rated 
access to Internet for PFR-62 and others. 

Date: 4/15/00 Time: AM 
Backfrom-
At Retreat House 
Great Week! 

Date: 4/16/00 Time: 9:29 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 4/17/00 Time: 9:01 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
PM 

Date: 4/18/00 Time: 9:30 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Will take a walk if day warms up 
Will most likely work on computer today 

Time: 11: 13 a.m. 
From: Kathy Samp/Cardinal Stritch R.H. 84 7-566-
6060 

She bought 3 air conditioners 
Would we like to purchase the 2 small ones for 
Wally's room or for Cana Call? 

Date: 4/19/00 Time: AM 
To: Kathy Samp/Cardinal Stritch R.H. 847-566-
6060 

Returned call. 
Will purchase 2 air conditioners WDR's rooms 

Time: 9:05 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Will go out later to get a haircut, then a walk 

Date: 4/20/00 
At Retreat House 
Wet and gloomy day 

Date: 4/21/00 

Time: 9:26 a.m. 

Time: 8:15 a.m. 
Calling in from Retreat House 

Date: 4/22/00 Time: 9:12 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Fr. Ed Siedlecki' s brother passed away 
Wake is Monday- So. Archer 
Funeral Tuesday 
Would like permission to wear Roman collar to 
funeral? 
Will call on Monday. 
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Date: 2/24/00 
To: WDR 

Time: AM 

Internal precaution to be 

- At Retreat House 

Date: 2/26/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/27 /00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 3/2/00 
Called in from California 
Mom is doing great. 
Returns on the 9th 

Date: 3/11/00 
At Retreat House 

Time: 9:27 a.m. 

Time: 9:23 a.m. 

Time: 9:36 a.m. 

Time: AM 

Time: 9: 12 a.m. 

Has asked Fr. Steve Patte of St. Mary of 
Vernon to go with him on his monthly visit to 
Michigan City for the day on Thursday, March 
16th. 
Will talk to PFRA on Monday. 

Date: 3/12/00 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 3/13/00 
At Retreat House 
Wants to talk to PFRA 

To: WDR 

Time: 11 :04 a.m. 

Time: 9:25 a.m. 

Time: AM 

Computer chip to block chat rooms 
2 rooms, not 3 at Koenig Hall 
Use basement storage 
OK Michigan trip 3/16/00 

Date: 3/14/00 Time: 9:42 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 3/15/00 Time: 9:33 a.m. 

At Retreat House 

Date: 3/16/00 Time: 7:53 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Will be going to Michigan City today with Fr. 
Steve Patte 

Date: 3/17 /00 Time: 9:28 p.m. 
At Retreat House 
Waiting for computer repairman 

Date: 3/18/00 Time: 7:08 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 3/19/00 Time: 9: 17 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 3/20/00 Time: AM 
-At Retreat House 

Date: 3/21/00 Time: 9:04 a.m. 
- At Retreat House 

Date: 3/22/00 Time: AM 
Friend-heart attack-OK to visit 
Meeting a friend for lunch Thursday, OK 
OK Gethsemane Retreat per Board 

Time: AM 
Retreat plans finalized 

- No calls needed during retreat per PFRA 

Date: 3/23/00 
At Retreat House 
Took a walk this morning 

Date: 3/24/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 3/25/00 
Calling in 

Time: 9: 15 a.m. 

Time: 9:01 a.m. 

Time: 8:55 a.m. 

Date: 3/26/00 Time: 3:14 p.m. 
In downtown area to pick up 
to bring him to Retreat House 
Leaving early Monday for Kentucky 

Date: 4/1/00 Time: 1:16 p.m. 
At Retreat House 
Came back from Retreat yesterday evening 
85-year-old woman from her assignment asked 
to have lunch with her on Monday, is it OK? 
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Phone conversation - PFR-62 

Date: 1120/00 Time: 7:20 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Will be going to pick up Fr. Walsh and heading 
out to Michigan City 

Date: 1120/00 
To: WDR

Returned call. 

Date: 1121100 
Returned PFRA's call 

No per KL 

Time:AM 

Time: AM 

January 18 received a call at 7:50 a.m. 
anonymous call (-answering machine) 

Called# 
Mother in California 2 mos. Ago. 
Mrs. DeRoeck/mother of Wally said positive 
things. 
Did not identify only as seminarian. 
Bayside Wisconsin/dinner on 2/12/00 

Date: 1122/00 Time: 8:51 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 1123/00 Time: 9:31 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 1/24/00 Time: 9:07 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 1125/00 Time: AM 
Called in 
PFRA informed him of··· phone # not 
matching -·s. 

Date: 1125/00 
Called in 
Talked to lawyer yesterday 
Still working on affidavit 

Date: 1126/00 
Called 
Tomorrow 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

- 6 people Dan Coughlin and 5 others 
Will meet with-

Date: 1127/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 1128/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 1129/00 
At Retreat House 

"'Date: 1130/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 1131100 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/1100 
Calling in. 

Time: 9:06 a.m. 

Time: 9: 16 a.m. 

Time: 9:05 a.m. 

Time: 9: 11 a.m. 

Time: 9:30 a.m. 

Time: 8:58 a.m. 

Time: AM 
OK for Mass on April 15, 2000 
Chapel of Church 
Advised to do home mass not chapel or church 
Consult with Dan Coughlin/VP 

From: Fr. Dan Coughlin 
Regarding home mass 

Time: AM 

Date: 2/2/00 Time: 9:10 a.m. 
Calling in from Retreat House - please call 
him. 
Will be there until noon. 

Time: 10:12 a.m. 
From: Fr. Dan Coughlin/Vicar for Priests 

Left message 
Asked if Wally called this morning? 
Did PFRA talk to him? 
He will be out on the road, will try back later 
Wants to talk regarding WDR's call 
He has a strategy for it. 

To: Fr. Dan Coughlin 
Returned call 
Re: WDR problem 

Time: 1 :30 p.m. 
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Phone conversation - PFR-62 

Date: 2/3/00 
Calling in 
Wants to speak with PFRA 
Saw 

Date: 2/4/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/5/00 
Wally called in 

Date: 2/6/00 
Calling in 

Date: 2/7 /00 
Called in 

Date: 2/8/00 
PFRA returned call 
Wally talked to_ 
Different expectations. 

Time: 9:16 a.m. 

Time: 9:28 a.m. 

Time:AM 

Time: AM 

Time:AM 

Time: AM 

Saturday - Wed. 16th M. Salazzo will 
accompany Wally to Michigan cabin for the 
day. 

Time: 9:44 a.m. 
Left message for PFRA 
Please call back - nothing urgent 

Date: 2/9/00 Time: 9: 18 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/10/00 Time: 9:24 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/11 /00 Time: 9:07 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/12/00 Time: 9: 16 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/13/00 Time: 9:24 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/14/00 Time: 9:22 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/15/00 Time: 9:04 a.m. 
Taking a tour of Mercantile Exchange with a 
friend 

Date: 2/16/00 Time: 8:45 a.m. 
To: Matt Kaminski/Insurance Dept. x8295 

Returning call re: Auto insurance for WDR. 
Call after 11 :00 am. 

Time:AM 
From: WDR 

M. Solazzo & WDR to Michigan City 
Lunch at Hackney's tomorrow 

Date: 2/17/00 Time: 9:22 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/18/00 Time: 9:23 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/19/00 Time: AM 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/20/00 Time: 9:28 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/21/00 Time: 9:40 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/22/00 Time: 9:03 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 2/23/00 Time: 9: 17 a.m. 
Tax finance meeting this morning 
Will try to call back PM to speak with PFRA 
briefly about something that happened 
yesterday. 

To: WDR 
Returned call 

Date: 2/24/00 
At Retreat House 

Time: PM 

Time: 9:30 a.m. 
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Phone conversation - PFR-62 

Date: 12/2/99 Time: 9:15 a.m. 

Calling in. 

Date: 12/3/99 Time: 9:00 a.m. 
At Retreat House for the day. Going out for 
supper. 

Date: 12/4/99 Time: 7:43 a.m. 
Will do rest of packing at St. Celestine - then 
back home. 

Date: 12/5/99 Time: 9:25 a.m. 
At Retreat House until 12:30 then off to see a 
play at Drury Lane. 

Date: 12/6/99 Time: 9:07 a.m. 
At Mundelein 9:00- 12:00 

1:00-2:00 

Date: 12/7/99 Time: 7:06 p.m. 
Forgot to call in the morning. 
Went to St. Celestine to finish the last of the 
packing. 
Will be going to 

Date: 12/8/99 Time: 9:33 a.m. 
At Retreat House then to mall. 
Luncheon at 12:00 at Retreat House for staff. 

Date: 12/9/99 Time: 9:40 a.m. 
At Retreat House for most of day - will be there 
for most of day unpacking. 

Date: 12/10/99 Time: 8:59 a.m. 
At Retreat House - later going out for dinner. 

Date: 12/11199 Time: 9:19 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 12/12/99 Time: 10:31 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 12/13/99 Time: 9:46 a.m. 
Sending in monthly logs with Ralph Strand. 

Date: 12114/99 Time: 9:35 a.m. 
Would like permission to drive up to 
Michigan City on Friday to drop off and leave 
some things for a couple of hours. Will be 
driving up with Fr. John Barkmeir (cousin). 
PFRA gave permission - but not overnight. 

Date: 12/15/99 Time: 9:14 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Will be going out for lunch later. 

Date: 12116/99 Time: 9:48 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Private line is being installed today. 

Date: 12/17/99 Time: 9: 19 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Mid-day will go to Michigan City. 

Date: 12/18/99 Time: 10:33 a.m. 
At Retreat House then a movie later in the 
day. 

Date: 12/19/99 Time: 10:43 a.m. 
At Retreat House until 1 or 2:00 p.m. 
Mall for Christmas shopping 
Dinner with Fr. Ken Fischer 
A meeting 

Date: 12/20/99 Time: 9: 17 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 12/21/99 Time: 10:00 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
PM 

Date: 12/22/99 Time: 9:35 a.m. 

At brother's for Christmas Eve and Day 
Job efforts after 1st of year. 

Date: 12/23/99 Time: 10:31 a.m. 
At Retreat House then to a movie later. 

Date: 12/24/99 Time: 9:37 a.m. 
At Retreat House then to brother's house later. 
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Phone conversation - PFR-62 

Date: 12/25/99 Time: 7:58 a.m. 
Christmas day- on way to family's home for the 
day. 

Date: 12/26/99 Time: 9:51 a.m. 
At Retreat House until dinner time then a 
meeting in evening. 

Date: 12/27/99 
At Retreat House 

Date: 12/28/99 
Called in - has a cold. 
Going to 
day. 

Date: 12/29/99 
At Retreat House 

Date: 12/30/99 
Called in. 

Date: 1/1100 

Time: 9:23 a.m. 

Time:AM 

then home for the 

Time: 9: 11 a.m. 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 
Called in from Retreat House 

Date: 1/2/00 Time: AM 
Calling in from Retreat House. 

Date: 1/3/00 
Called in. 

Time: AM 

From: Ed Siedlicki Time: AM 
Leaving on vacation until 1/13/00 
Wally on the Internet 

Time: AM 
New Year's OK 
Religious Education Director St. Celestine's on 
Saturday. 
Call Laboure 

Date: 114/00 
Called in. 

Date: 1/5/00 
Called in. 

Time: AM 

Time:AM 

Date: 116/00 
Called in. 

Date: 1/7/00 
Called in. 

Time: AM 

Time: AM 

1113/00 Fr. G. Walsh to Michigan House 
Vacation to California with Fr. Larry 
Mc Brady 

- liliiants 50th Wedding Anniversary with 

Date: 118/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 119/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 1110/00 
At Retreat House. 

Date: 1112/00 
At Retreat House 
At in the afternoon. 

Date: 1113/00 
At Retreat House 

Date: 1114/00 
At Seminary 

Date: 1/15/00 
At Retreat House 
Lunch with brother 

Time: 9:18 a.m. 

Time: 9:04 a.m. 

Time: 9:02 a.m. 

Time: 9:15 a.m. 

Time: 9:38 a.m. 

Time: 9:28 a.m. 

Time: 8:02 a.m. 

Dinner with••••• and--
Date: 1/16/00 Time: 10:04 a.m. 

At Retreat House 

Date: 1117 /00 Time: 9:09 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 1118/00 Time: AM 
At Retreat House 

Date: 1/19/00 Time: 10:03 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

in afternoon 
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Phone conversation - PFR-62 

Date: 7112/99 Time: 9:30 a.m. 
From: -Chairperson PFR Bd. 

Monitor meeting 7/14/99. She will attend. 

Statistical report to be prepared for Cardinal. 

Date: 7/15/99 Time: 9:30 a.m. 
From: Dan Coughlin/VP 

Re: PFR-62 willing to attend Board Meeting. 

Date: 8/5/99 Time: 11 :00 a.m. 
From: Dan Coughlin/VP 
- Re: Second Stage Review for PFR-62. 

Date: 919199 Time: 10:42 a.m. 
From: LuanneNicar for Priests office 

Spoke to 

Date: 9/10/99 Time: A.M. 

needed at this time. 

Date: 10/20/99 Time: A.M. 
To: Fr. Dan Coughlin/VP 

1 :00 and 2:00 call protocol for W. De Roeck. 

Date: 1111/99 Time: 2:00 p.m. 
From: Walter D.R. 

November 9, 1999 overnight in Glenviewm 
····-overnight UA 6:30 
Private home Glenview November 
13th. 

Date: 1112/99 Time: 11 :20 a.m. 
From: Dan Coughlin 

Protocol to WDR/House of Michigan. Leaving 9th 
from••• 
OK for WDR to stay at brother's 1st night. 

Date: 11/4/99 Time: 2: 10 p.m. 
From: Fr. Dan Coughlin 

Did you hear about seeking legal 
action? 
Not to tell Wally until you meet with him next 
Friday. 

Date: 11111199 Time: 10: 10 a.m. 
To: Fr. John Canary/Mundelein Semin 

Re: 

Date: 11/13/99 
From: WDR 

Time: 9:10 a.m. 

Leaving in 10 min - going to Bally' s Health club 
Will do some errands today - will walk at Lake, 
etc. 

Date: 11/14/99 Time: 10:00 a.m. 
At Retreat House until 1 :00 then to brother's 
house - then a meeting at 6:00 p.m. -

Date: 11/15/99 Time: 9: 10 a.m. 
At Retreat House for most of the day. 

Date: 11116/99 Time: 9:15 a.m. 
From: WDR/private line 121199••••• 

Painful discussion with brother - not invited to 
sister-in-law's for Thanksgiving. 

L. Sullivan and he will move things out of 
Celestine 11 /22/99 
Thursday 18th ride to Michigan City with G. 
Wash to get house ready for winter. 

Date: 11117/99 Time: 9:20 a.m. 
From: WDR 

Better day. Had a good talk with his mom. 
Ordered computer 
Dinner tonight with pastor of Vernon Hills. 

Date: 11/18/99 Time: 9:00 a.m. 
From: WDR 

Had a good talk with his brother. 
Going to Michigan City get house ready for 
winter. G. Walsh to accompany. 
Then lunch and a movie. 
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Phone conversation - PFR-62 

Date: 11/19/99 Time:AM 
From WDR 

informed that we would not pay for Health Club 
membership 
December 5th/tickets to see Millennium on 
Erie/St. Celestine's - OK 

Date: 11/21/99 Time: 1:45 p.m. 
Going to City 
Dinner with Ken Fischer at 4:00 Cy's Crabhouse. 

Date: 11/22/99 
Called in. 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

To: 

Good conversation with brother. 
Went to SA meeting 
Going to St. Celestine's to pack things. 

Time: 11 :00 a.m. 

Time: 1 :00 p.m. 
To: Fr. Paprocki/Chancellor 

Conversation re: PFR-62 

Date: 11/23/99 Time: 9: 13 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Lunch with Fr. Andy McDonough 
Then Health Club. 

WDR #hasn't been hooked up - needs another# 
to get in touch with him. 
gave her another# for WDR #-

Date: 11 /24/99 Time:AM 

Time: 9: 19 a.m. 
At Retreat House 

Date: 11/25/99 Time: 8:27 a.m. 
Will be at brother's house for a while then at 
Fr. McBrady's for Thanksgiving dinner. 

Date: 11/26/99 Time: 9:03 a.m. 
At residence at St. Celestine's for most of day 
10:00 a.m. 

Date: 11/27/99 Time: 8:32 a.m. 
Leaving for St. Celestine's to pick up 
belongings for most of day then back to 
Retreat House. 

Date: 11/28/99 Time: 9:01 a.m. 
At Retreat House - then a movie later on, then 
back to R.H. 

Date: 11/29/99 Time: 10:04 a.m. 
At Retreat House 
Lunch with Fr. McBrady 
Meet with 

Time: 2:00 p.m. 
To: Fr. Larry McBradyNicar for Priests 

Condition of Koenig Hall 
Cleanliness to be discussed by Dan Coughlin 
and Ed Siedlecki. 

Date: 11/30/99 
Called in. 

Time: 10:20 a.m. 

Time: 2:58 p.m. 
From: Kathy/Cardinal Stritch Retreat House/847-
566-6060 

Re: Wally DR's stay at Retreat House 
Should she bill like other clients (YES) 
Laura N. called her back 

Date: 12/1199 Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Moving furniture from St. Celestine's on the 
9th. 

50th Wedding Anniversary 
dinner at friends. 
Informed of not paying for companions 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

File 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 7f 
July 17, 1999 

Rev. Walter DeRoeck/Review Board Second Stage Review 

The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review in the matter of Rev. 
Walter DeRoeck. 

The Board determined that it is not reasonable for Fr. DeRoeck to return to 
ministry. The Board recommended that the restriction should continue not to be alone 
with minors without another responsible adult present; he should continue • 

; and that he should abide by an individual 
protocol that would include appropriate monitoring and provide for protecting minors 
from risk. 
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Otrice of Proressional Fltnes,, Reriew 
676 N. St. Oa1r St., Suite 1910 
Chicago, Il. 60611 

AMENDED 

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD MEETING 

Saturday, July 17, 1999 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

I. Case Reviews 

1. Approval of May 15, 1999 Minutes 

2. 

3. 

4. Matter of Rev. Walter De Roeck- PFR-62, Second Stage Review. 

II. Other business 

1. Update on items from June 19, 1999 agenda. 

2. Other. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is Saturday, August 21, 1999. 

(3U)751·5205 
1-300.994-6200 

Fax (312)751·5279 
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Office ol Pralesslanal Fttnes Remw 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1!>10 
Chicago, U. 60611 

Prof es.sional Fitness Review Board Meeting 
Saturday, July 17, 1999 

MINUTES 

Review Board Members Present: 

Others Present: 

(3U)751·51115 
l-IJ00.994-6200 

r ... (312)751-5279 

Rev. Thomas Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board, Kathleen 
Leggdas, PFR Administrator. 

Absent: 

I. Case Reviews: 

A. Approval of May 15, 1999 minutes deferred. 

B. 
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Minutes - July 17, 1999 

C. 

D. 

E. Matter of Rev. Wa1ter De Roeck. 

The Review Board conducted a Second Sta e Review in the matter of Rev. 
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Minutes - July 17, 1999 

F. 

The Board determined that it is not reasonable for Fr. De Roeck to return to 
ministry. The Board recommended that the restriction should continue not to be 
alone with minors with~present; he should continue an 
appropriately approved- and that he should abide by an 
individual protocol that would include appropriate monitoring and provide for 
protecting minors from risk. 

II. Other Busin~: 

Update on items from June 19, 1999 meeting which was cancelled. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is Saturday, August 21, 1999. 
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Memo to File: PFR-62 
From: 
Re: 
Date: 

Kathleen Leggdas, PFRA 
Rev. Walter De Roeck 
July 19, 1999 

Summary of discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting July 17. 
1999. 

The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review in the matter of Rev. Walter De 
Roeck. 

The Board determined that it is not reasonable for Fr. De Roeck to return to ministry. 
The Board recommended that the restriction should continue not to be alone with 
minors without a responsible adult present; 

and that he should abide by an individual protocol that 
would include appropriate monitoring and provide for protecting minors from risk. 
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His Eminence Francis Cardinal George 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Your Eminence, 

July 19, 1999 

I am writing this letter today to urge you to return Father Walter OeRoeck to 
active parish ministrJ. I have wori(ed with Father DeRoeck for the past six years both at st. 
Catherine Laboure Parish and at st. Celestine Parish. I along with many other parishioners have 
found him to be a very loving and caring priest. 

I have work along side Father DeRoeck on Liturgy Teams as well as Art and 
Environment Committees. He has brought much joy and creativity to parish liturgies. He has 
made the celebration of liturgy a prayerful experience. 

I have also experienced first hand the compassion he has shown the elder1y and 
sick. He has brought much comfort and peace to many people in pain. 

I thoroughly understand that Father DeRoeck like all of us has made mistakes in 
the past. But our loving God has certainly forgiven. I beg you to do the same. Father DeRoeck 
has suffered mueh pain and humiliation dunng these past months. He is well aware of his human 
weaknesses. I ask you once again to permit him to return to active parish ministry. 
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Office or Proresslonal Fltness Review 
676 N. St. Claire, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street 

Dear Cardinal George, 

July 20, 1999 

(312)7Sl-520S 
1-800-9114-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on July 17, 1999. The Board fully 
, considered all the available information in the matter of Reverend Walter De Roeck. The Board 

conducted a Second Stage Review pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process. 

The Board determined that it is not reasonable for Father De Roeck to return to ministry. 

The Board recommends that the restriction should remain in place that Father De Roeck 
not be alone with minors without the presence of another responsible adult. Additionally, the 
recommendation is for him to continue and 

1 that he should abide by the individual specific protocol developed by the Board in cooperation 
with the Vicars for Priests. 

These recommendations would insure appropriate monitoring and provide for protection 
of minors from risk. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

x~ ;;t-o-Y/.~ 
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Vicars for Priests 
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/ 
BarbaFa l\4ares 

July 20. 1999 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Each day as I come into to work, I have this feeling that comes over me 
saying the·r should write you this letter. So here I am. I work as the 
Director of the Ministry of Care here at Saint Celestine Parish. I am very 
grateful to the opportunity that has been given to me by Fr. Larry McBrady 
to be in this position. I love this ministry and the people with all my heart. 

I am writing because I feel the need to express my feelings about Fr. Wally 
De Roeck. In the time that he was here at Saint Celestine as the pastor, I got 
to know a man with great care and compassion for the people. He 
ministered to the people from his heart. 

Besides the great liturgies he brought to our parish, he is a man who could 
touch those in need. The sick, the homebound, those in the nursing homes: 
and those grieving the death of a loved one. 

Once a month I would go with him to Elmwood Nursing Home where he 
would say Mass for the patients. Together we would sing, do the readings, 
and distribute communion to those in attendance. You could feel the joy in 
the room that these people received from our presence. When the Mass was 
completed, Fr. Wally was never in a hurry to run out. He would always sit 
at this old dilapidated organ they had in the room and he would have a sing
along for the people. They absolutely loved this. When it was time for us to· 
return to the parish, the people would keep asking when we would have 
Mass again. They really looked f01ward to his coming. 

On the first Friday of each month I would set up communion calls for the 
priest to visit the homebound. I can't begin to tell you the number of notes 
and phone calls that I would receive at the Ministry of Care office 
complementing Fr. Wally for how kind and caring he was on his visit to 
them. He was excellent at coming back and communicating any problems or 
other issues he noticed at the people's homes, so that I could follow up with 
those who were in need. 
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10th er part of ministry where I have experienced Fr. Wally's compassion 
r the people was at wakes and funeral masses. Often I would go with him 
a wake and together we would do the wake service. He was very tender 

td understanding to the pain that these families were feeling. He always 
:emed to know just the right words to say. Again, this is a time when many 
~the families would write thank you notes to the Ministry of Care and 
cpress their thanks and always put in a kind word of thanks for Fr. Wally . 

. s you can see, I am very grateful for the time that Fr. Wally was here at 
aint Celestine and how he ministered to the people of our parish. I can 
nly hope and pray that the review board and you can see what a good priest 
r. Wally really is. I pray that he will be given the opportunity to return to a 
arish where his care and compassion for the people can continue to be felt. 
t would be a shame if a man with so many talents and the enthusiasm he has 
or the people would be wasted. 

:ardinal George, thank you so much for taking the time to read this. I will 
:;ontinue to pray for Fr. Wally, you, and all those involved in deciding what 
i'lis future will hold. I pray that he can accept the Serenity prayer and that 
GOd will continue to watch over him. 

Peace, 

Barbara Mares 
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Memo from: 

Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin 
ESE OF CHICAGO 

FOR PRIESTS 

IGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

), ILUNOIS 60611 

July 22, 1999 

the present situation of Father Walter De Roeck, and 
1istry, Cardinal Francis George has forwarded your 
, I have known Father De Roeck for a number of years 
1 in my position as Vicar for Priests l hope to help him 

very disturbing for the people of St. Celestine, as well 
ave know Father De Roeck through the years. Because 
m allegation of sexual misconduct with minors is made, 
:ific policies and procedures in handling these matters . 
. our dealings with the alleged victims, the accused 
cials of the Archdiocese of Chicago continue to refine 
I Upon experience. Each case is given a great deal of 

attention. Uur mtenuon 1s to nanme everything in a truly pastoral manner. 

At present I can tell you that Father De Roeck is doing well •••••••••••• 
I have visited him and I try to keep in telephone contact with him. 

There is not much more that I, or anyone else, can comment on at the present time. We 
are following our usual Archdiocesan policies and procedures. I hope that you continue 
to keep Father De Roeck in your prayers and use this occasion to pray for all priests. 

~yourq(1 r (). 
fl,.__ 'JJ. • ::tu~ 

Rev. Daniel Coughlin ;; 
Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, IWNOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Pauline Cordell 
619 Revere Rd. 
Glenview, IL 60025 

Dear Ms. Cordell: 

July 22, 1999 

Noting your personal concern over the present situation of Father Walter De Roeck, and 
your esteem for him and his ministry, Cardinal Francis George has forwarded your letter 
to me to respond. Personally, I have known Father De Roeck for a number of years and 
hold him in great esteem. Now in my position as Vicar for Priests I hope to help him 
through this difficult time. 

The news of recent weeks has been very disturbing for the people of St. Celestine, as welt 
as for the priests and people who have know Father De Roeck through the years. Because 
so many people are affected when an allegation of sexual misconduct with minors is made, 
the Church has developed very specific policies and procedures in handling these matters. 
These guide us in our investigation, our dealings with the alleged victims, the accused 
priest and parishioners as well. Officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago continue to refine 
these policies and procedures based upon experience. Each case is given a great deal of 
attention. Our intention is to handle everything in a truly pastoral manner. 

At present I can tell you that Father De Roeck is doing well and personally benefiting from 
the program he is in. I have visited him and I try to keep in telephone contact with him. 

There is not much more that Lor anyone else, can comment on at the present time. We 
are following our usual Archdiocesan policies and procedures. I hope that you continue 
to keep Father De Roeck in your prayers and use this occasion to pray for all priests. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Rev. Daniel Coughlin 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

July 22, 1999 

Dear- I ~ ;t(,,.., 
~;M-[l..lf 

Not~,?~p.;:;;,nal concern over the present situation ofFather Walter De Roeclc, and 
your for him and his ministry, Cardinal Francis George has forwarded your letter 
to me to respond. Personally, I have known Father De Roeck for a number of years and 
hold him in great esteem. Now in my position as Vicar for Priests I hope to help him 
through this difficult time. 

The news of recent weeks has been very disturbing for the people of St. Celestine, as well 
as for the priests and people who have know Father De Roeck through the years. Because 
so many people are affected when an allegation of sexual misconduct with minors is made, 
the Church has developed very specific policies and procedures in handling these matters. 
These guide us in our investigation, our dealings with the alleged victims, the accused 
priest and parishioners as well. Officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago continue to refine 
these policies and procedures based upon experience. Each case is given a great deal of 
attention. Our intention is to handle everything in a truly pastoral manner. 

At present I can tell you that Father De Roeck is doing well 
I have visited him and I try to keep in telephone contact with him. 

There is not much more that I, or anyone else, can comment on at the present time. We 
are following our usual Archdiocesan policies and procedures. I hope that you continue 
to keep Father De Roeck in your prayers and use this occasion to pray for all priests. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Rev. Daniel Coughlin 
· Vicar for Priests 

AOC 012685 



Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

~ly 2/, 1999 

Dear 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Cardinal George received your letter sent to him July 20, 1999. He has asked me to 
reply. The Cardinal is presently on vacation. 

- I know of your deep affection and personal concern for Father Wally De Roeck. 
When Ralph Bonaccorsi and I met with the parish staff I noted your deep concern, 
although you are not a complainer or one who easily verbalizes your concerns. I respect 
this. 

I think it was very good of you and timely of you to write to the Cardinal expressing your 
hopes that Father De Roeck would be returning to parochial ministry. As a good friend 
and a pastoral collaborator with him, I know how much this mean to you. 

In the near future the Cardinal will face this decision. At present no determination has 
been made. 

The best thing for any of us who are close to Wally or care about him is to pray. We need 
to pray that Wally is continually blessed with faith and strength. Of course, the Cardinal 
and all others advising the Cardinal also need your prayers. Only by the grace of Jesus 
Christ will real wisdom and right judgment be found and lived. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Dan Coughlin 
Vicar for Priests 

AOC 012686 



Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCE' CHICJ\CO 

Ms. Kathleen Lcggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Kathleen, 

August 2, 1999 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

I am writing in response to your letter of July 20, 1999 regarding the matter of Father Walter De Roeck, 
following the Second Stage Review conducted by the Review Board on July 17, 1999. 

In light of the facts and circumstances as presented to me, I have accepted the Board's recommendation 
that it is not reasonable for Father De Rocck to return to ministry. 

I further accept the Board's recommendations that the restriction should remain in place that Father De 
Rocck not be alone with minors without the presence of another responsible adult. Additionally, I concur that he 
continue and that he should abide by the individual specific 
protocol developed by the Board in cooperation with the V.icars for Priests. 

After you have communicated these decisions to Father De Rocck, I ask that Father Dan Coughlin meet 
with him to discuss the pastorate at St. Celestine Parish and his future plans. 

I am grateful to the members of the Review Board and yourself for your assistance in this matter. 

Given at the Chancery 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

S~~~u:s~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Gocdert, Vicar General 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Mallcy, Director of Legal Services 

AOC 012687 



·- "'· 
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__ Comment by MEMO 
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response with this form} 
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__ Circulate 
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...... 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 East Superior Street, 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Your Eminence: 

I am a parishioner at St. Celestine parish in Ehn.wood Park. I am writing to you regarding Rev. Walter De 
Roeck, and any upcoming decisions you might be making about his future. 

Let me begin by declaring my bias toward Father De Roeck. 
As 

such, we have both had close contact with Wally, and have come to regard him as a personal friend. 

The purpose of this letter is to present to you my feelings in the matter, and provide you with an example of 
the impact that Wally has had on my life in the parish. I believe I Wlderstand the many facets that must be 
considered when deciding on the next appropriate decisions that are to be made; and I think that 
understanding the feelings of the parishioners is a one of those facets. 

Prior to Wally arriving at St. Celestine, my lifelong status as a catholic was best described as a Sunday 
worshiper. Although I have always felt strong in my faith, I hadn't felt much of a need to explore other 

. facets of parish life. ln my past, at other parishes, I had gotten involved in a group or two, but they felt 
almost disconnected from the parish at large. · 

With WaltY's arrival, I began to feel an excitement about my faith that had been dormant before. I also felt 
a challenge to use that excitement, and to become more active in various ways in the parish. In joining the 
liturgy' conuilittee; I began to f~l the excitement that the c~lebnitiQll of the mass can truly be. It all inspired. 
meiobecom.e·more"aruve,andni.oreintouchwith'rnyfaith ... ,,·,;,_ ... :: : . 1;:_:: ·.: .. ;;.·, .• ; .. 

Wally has personally filled my life with more spiritualmeaning and lead me closer to our Lord. He has 
invited me to become more active in the parish, challenged me in the understanding of my faith, anct 
demonstrated a kindness and understanding in accepting others and looking at them as members of t,he 
same family. · 

In my immediate family, we had recently faced a crisis with our son which made us doubt our trust in him. 
We found ourselves wondering how we could ever be a real family again. Yet, we did not turn our back on 
him, and through working with each other in sometimes painful discussions, we all again grew together -
closer than we had ever been before. I learned that I tiuly could forgive and forget, and move forwa.nl in a 
new understanding toward a brighter future. 

Wally, too, is a member of my family - my parish family. And as family, my reaction to hearing of his 
problems is to extend a hand of support, not to turn my back on him. I have missed him over these past few 
months - missed the chance to walk the path with him and help him to reach the other side. I personally 
would welcome Wally's return to our parish, and his again taking up his duties as our pastor. Although 1 
do not pmport to speak for the parish at large, I know that I am not ~one in this position. . 

Know that I will support and respect any decision you reach, and understand that it is made for the good of 
our archdiocese"as. well as for: Fr. De Roeck and ~t. (;elestinti ~-,. 

' .... 

Sincerely; · · '; i: . ! : •••• ' : .. ,'·~ ' ..... ; .... · ..... . ;·:'·" , I ~ ,• ,t. ' • -.• • 
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Oflke orProfe91ional F'itn~ Rnicw 
676 N. St. 01dn., Suite J')tO 
C.hi~o. lL 60611 
312-15l-5~ 
tr11: 3l:Z.75t-S179 

To:. ~~ tf/'4r-z 44M· Fax: (p l/.2 - tf'! 33 

From: Jd.4.tL,~ ~· Date: g - {{!·- '?? 

Re: uJ448, PagM: I 

• • • • • • • 
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DRAFT 

August l 0, 1999 

Rev. Walter De Roeck 

Dear Father De Roeck.. 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on July 17, 1999 and conducted a Second Stage 
Review, pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry. 

Cardinal George has accepted the Board's recommendations that you not return to ministry and 
"' that an Individual Specific Protocol~ be developed by the Board 

This Protocol will include the restriction that you not be alone with minors without 
an.other responsible adult present and that you continue 
-· A provision for monitoring will also be included. 

Since your withdrawal from ministry, your salary has been paid by the Office of Professional 
Fitness Review. The amount is based on an Associate Pastor's salary, taking into account year of 
ordination. Base salary,~-~ tsB£1'!'· is paid provided the following conditions 
a.re met: ~ · 

1. 
2. 
3. When appropriate, contrt u 

Archdiocese. 
ccepts an assignment from the 

Ten percent is to be withheld from salary to acknowledge an effort to reimburse the Archdiocese 
for expenses for 9an.d legal fees. Effective August 1, 1999 your CUJTent 
salary of$1,5S7.00 will be reduc y 10%, resulting in a monthly salary of$1,401.30. We will 
continue to mail checks directly to Pinnacle Bank until you return to Chicago. 

I know this has been a difficult time~. I hope that the Board and l may continue to be of 
on-going support to you. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KL/lnv 
£0:pt 66. 0t gn~ ctad £2'9 M3I~3~ 553N1Id ·~o~d 6.!..2'£-t£L-Zt£-t 
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Office or Professional Fltness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 11110 
Chicago, IL 60611 

August 11, 1999 

OFFICE OF THE 
CHANCELLOR 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-11114-6200 

Fax (312)751-52711 

P1ease be advised that the Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review pursuant to Article 
1104.10 of the Review Process for the Continuation of Ministry for Reverend Walter De Roeck. 
Afchbishop George has accepted the Board's recommendation that Father De Roeck not return 
t~ ministry. 

Additionally, Father will continue to be restricted from being alone with minors without the 
presence of another responsible adult. He will continue to follow the Individual Specific Protocol 
d~veloped by the Review Board and the Vicar for Priests for supervision and restrictions. 

I 
Pi ease remember that our Assistance Ministry (312/7 51-8267) remains available to you. If you 
h~ve any other questions at this point, please feel free to call me at 3121751-5206. 

\ 

Sincerely, 

--0-/ ·-r/ I . .,/ /!.,__/ 
..-·j'( CL-l,·k{lt~.J r:X'-L-«~ 

K,athleen Leggdas 
Ptofessional Fitness Review Administrator 

I 

\. 

KjL/lnp 

I 
Cc: Review Board Members 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim's Assistance Minister 

AOC 012692 



i 
pmce of Professional Fltness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
;chicago, IL 60611 

A\ugust 11, 1999 
I 

~ear-
I 

OFFICE OF THE 
CHANCELLOR 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review pursuant to Article 
1~04.10 of the Review Process for the Continuation of Ministry for Reverend Walter De Roeck. 
Plrchbishop George has accepted the Board's recommendation that Father De Roeck not return 
tq ministry. 

~dditionally, Father will continue to be restricted from being alone with minors without the 
ptesence of another responsible adult. He will continue to follow the Individual Specific Protocol 
di veloped by the Review Board and the Vicar for Priests for supervision and restrictions. 

Please remember that our Assistance Ministry (312/751-8267) remains available to you. If you 
hhve any other questions at this point, please feel free to call me at 312/751-5206. 
I 
I 

Sjncerely, 

¥azil,Lv ~~ 
Nathleen Leggdas 
P1rofessional Fitness Review Administrator 

I 

4cL./lnp 

d Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim's Assistance Minister 

AOC 012693 



TOO (£1 

MEMO 

To: Fr. Dan Coughlin 
From: Fr. Wally De Roeck 
Re: Proposed letter to the Cardinal 
Date: August 11, 1999 

Dan, 

Please Jet me kn.ow you have received this tax (301)422-5577 and give me 
whatever teed.back you feel is helpful before l send the official letter to the 
Cardinal. 

Thanks and God bless. 

OOtS 66t TOC XYd to:tT a~ 66/TT/80 
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Dear Cardinal George, 

On August 7rn of this year I celebrated the third anniversary of my appointment to the 
pastorate of St. Celestine Parish. I'll never forget the joy in my heart when I got the news. 
My classmate, Lany McBrady, had resigned the pastorate to take on his new work as Vicar 
for Priests. I knew how hard it was for him to say farewell to a people he loved dearly; I 
knew. as well, how happy I was to be going to a parigh that had been such a blessing in ms 
life. It sounded like a wonderful opportunity to work with a grelrt staff and caring, creative 
people who took stewardship seriously. And I was not disappointed. 

The time l spent as pastor of St. Celestine has been the happiest and most rewarding of 
my priesthood. I looked forward to each day because the people gathering for Mass 
came to celebrate as family. We laughed and cried as one. We prayed for and with one 
another. There was support, encouragement and challenge there. God was at work and 
we knew it.~ were at work, too, as they stepped forward to do what needed 
doing. ~ w done with dei;lication an~ Ipve. 

l. hr 4r 1-<-)fwH'~ 1 c fttAN/ """lk.he-u o-f '7k-e--c0-A..-NvV~ 1ty 
· ) y The ~starting pastoral staff were wonderful to work with. I count them now among my 

friends. The Gospel really came alive in the parishioners' hearts because o.flheir creative 
comn:ii.tment. I was blessed with the treasure of their collaborative effortsQ'he future was 7 
ful I of challenge, wt-iliere was j eyfu:l hope fur tomono ~ because a t many good-thiags < 
V1>rere m the \\r.etks: I was looking forward to playing a part in that future. r 

Th.en came the sad news that pulled me away from the people I had come to cherish. I miss 
them very much and they remain dear to my heart. I continue to be blessed by their prayers 
and supportive words that speak of kindness, compassionate foTgiveness and unconditional 
love. Our good God is at work . I pray now not only for my own healing, but 
for theirs as well. Tam sure some feel hurt d betrayed because of my past behavior. I also 
prny for those I have victimimd~ I have dam ed their lives to a depth I am only recently 
beginning to comprehend. I only wish I could· do what was done s9. many years ago. 

/JV lfJ?- ct ... ~c.ti. ~f Ck Risi'! 
TAa* i by I have come to a painfully difficult decision in my ministerial life. Effective h ;{,.fi-~~ 
immediately, I am resigning the pastorate of St. Celestine Parish. Perhaps this will~ ,,.,_?; ~ ';f6 6'--;1Y 

disappointing to many in the parish, but I feel I llttl!'t do this because ~must bo hlV J:.T 
be about the business of recovery. while they deserve a full-time pastor. I pray to God A--T e ,,,_ ' 
for many graces in the lives of these people whom I care about. They will be in my prayers 
always, as will those who are gifted with the opportunity to pastor to them in~furure.~. 

J',-tvd e vc0-1.1" fye Ht.evf 7A.o-
Cardinal George, I thank you for yoZur supportlon 1~1njourney of healing. 

) > 5 

re.po/VI-/ . 
Smcercly and gratefully yours, 

Fr. Walter G. De Roeck 

OOtS 66Jr TOC XYd SO: tT Q3M 66/H/90 
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COPY 
Office or Professional l!ltness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

I 

August 11, 1999 

Rev. Walter De Roeck 

qear Father De Roeck, 

I 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

(3U)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on July 17, 1999 and conducted a Second Stage 
Review, pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry. 

C:ardinal George has accepted the Board's recommendations that you not return to ministry and 
tliat an Individual Specific Protocol be developed by the Board 
-- This Protocol will include the restriction that you not be alone with minors without 
~esponsible adult present and that you continue 
- A provision for monitoring will also be included. 

' 

I know this has been a difficult time. I hope that the Board and I may continue to be of on-going 
support to you. 

Sincerely, 

ra-iU.~~~~ 
Klathleen Leggdas 
P~ofessional Fitness Review Administrator 

I 

~L/lnp 
' 

' Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Dan Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 

AOC 012696 



Dear Cardinal George, 

On August 7m of this year l celebrated the third anruversary of my appointment to the 
pastorate of St. Celestine Parish. I'll never forget the joy in my heart when I got the news. 
My classmate, Larry McBrndy, had resigned the pastorate to take on his new work as Vicar 
for Priests. 1 knew how hard it was for him to say farewell to a people he loved dearly; I 
knew, as well, how happy I was to be going to a parish th.at had been such a blessing in his 
life. It sounded lik.e a wonderful opportunity to work with a great staff and caring, creative 
peopk who took stewardship seriously. And I was not disappointed. 

The time I spent as pastor of St. Celestine has been the happiest and most rewMding of my 
priesthood. 1 looked forward to each day because the people gathering for Mass came to 
celebrate as family. We laughed and cried as one. We prayed for and with one another. 
There was support, encouragement and challenge there. God was at work and we k.new it. 
Many members of the community were at work, too, as they stepped forward to do whiit 
needed doing. All was done with dedication and love. 

Tile highly motivated pastoral staff were wonderful to work with. I co1wt them now among 
my friends. The Gospel really came alive in the parishioners' hearts because of their creative 
commitment. I was blessed with the treasure of their collaborative efforts. The future was 
full of challenging new possibjijties ai1d I was looking forward to playing a part in it. 

Then came the sad .news that pulled me away from the peopl.e I bad come to cherish. I miss 
them very much and they remain dear to my heart. I continue to be ble$sed by their prayers 
and supportive words tha.t speak of kindness, compassionate forgiveness and unconditional 
love. Our good God is at work in this Church of Christ! T pray now not only for my o~ _, 
healing, but for theirs as well. I am sure some feel hurt and betrayed because of my past 

havior. I also pray for those T have victimized; I have damaged their lives to a depth I am 
ly recently beginning to contprehcnd. I only wish I could uodo what was done so many _ 

ears ago. -~ 

I have come to a painfully difficult decision in my ministerial life. Effective immediately, 1 
am resigning the pastorate of St. Celestio.e Parish. Perhaps this will be disappointing to 
many in the parish, but I do this becao.se l have their best interests at heart. 1 must be about 
the business of recovery, while U1ey deserve a full-time pastor. T pray to God for many 
graces in the lives of these people whom I care about. They will be in my prayers always, 
as will those who are gifted with the opportunity to pastor to them in the ful.ure. 

Cardinal George; I thank you for your personal support and c.nc:ouragement on this journey 
ofheaHng. 

Sincerely and gratefully yours, 

Fr. Walter G. De Roeck 

oot~ 66t lOC XV& it:tt IH.:1 66/CT/80 
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