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The Individual Specific Protocols (ISP) implement the primary goal of promoting the safety of minors. 
Additionally, the ISP protects the integrity of the Church and serves as a safeguard for individual priest 
or deacon. As long as the cleric is a client of the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review, he 
will be subject to appropriate protocols, restrictions and monitoring under the authority of the Vicar for 
Priests and supervised by the Director of the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
(Director). The agreement of a priest or deacon to abide by these protocols is not understood to prove the 
truth of any allegation and is not intended to be an admission of guilt for any delict or crime, whether in 
Canon Law, or State and Federal Law. This agreement represents the cooperation of the cleric with his 
bishop as he exercises his pastoral office (e.g., Canons 369 and 392). 

This ISP for Rev. Anthony Vader is as follows (Director to initial all that apply): 

1. The client is restricted from being alone with a minor or minors, that is anyone under the age of 
18, without the presence of another responsible adult. 

2. __ Therapy __ times per week/month (please circle one) as recommended by 

------------------ (name of therapist). Attendance to therapy is 
to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log" forms. 

3. __ Continued regular Spiritual Direction __ times per week/month (please circle one) as 
recommended by (name of spiritual director). 
Attendance to Spiritual Direction is to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log" forms. 

4. __ The "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the on-site 
supervisor. The log is a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the cleric, the on-site 
supervisor and the Archdiocese. Although it identifies time periods, it is intended to provide a 
general record of the day rather than a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-site activity, 
ph:ase include your destination and the general purpose of the visit or activity. For example, it is 
enough to indicate that you did personal shopping at a given Shopping Center rather than the 
details of each individual store. However, if your self-description is challenged or a complaint is 
lodged with the Archdiocese, some documentation and verification may be necessary to 
su:fficiently address the situation. 

5. __ Abide by the assignment of residence to 12220 S. Will-Cook Road, Palos Park, IL. 
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6. __ Must complete and submit the "Travel/Vacation Agreement," and obtain concurrence with 
the Agreement, prior to a scheduled departure. In the event of a prolonged stay in a particular 
location, the Archdiocese is required to notify the Ordinary of that place of your presence there. 

7. __ Attendance at a recommended support group 
(pl.ease indicate specific support group). Recommended frequency of __ times per week/month 
(please circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy 
Daily Log" forms. 

8. No inappropriate use of computers, software, [ntemet capabilities, communications tools or video 
technology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees apply as they do to all Archdiocesan 
personnel. 

9. No ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other Sacrament or 
Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests. 

10. Refrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a 
priest/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the 
'clerical shirt'). 

11. On-site visits by the Director and the VP annually to include a meeting with the cleric. 

This lndividual Specific Protocol is to be reviewed annually with the Director, VP, and the cleric. Also, 
there can be additional, written notations tailored to the needs of a specific situation which are signed by 
all parties and appended to this document. Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve 
consultation with the cleric, his on-site supervisor, the Director, and the VP. The cleric, his on-site 
supervisor, the Director, or the VP can initiate the discussion for change or alteration, or request that this 
[ndividual Specific Protocol be reviewed by the independent Review Board. At the discretion of any of 
the parties, the legal and/or canonical counsel of the cleric may be involved in the discussions. 

[ have reviewed, understand, and agree to all of these individual specific Protocols. 

Signed: __________________ Date:----------

Printed Name: 
---------------------------~ 

Signature of Director: Date: ------------- ~---------

Signature of VP: Date: 
--------------~ ----------

Additional, written notations appended to this document? yes D no D 
(Revised 4/5/07) 
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Father Anthony J. Vader 
Pastor, Holy Name of Mary 

Father Vader began his 30 year journey with parishioners of Holy Name of 
Mary on January 31, 1968. 

When he arrived, Holy Name of Mary had a debt of$250,000. Under his 
wise leadership, a "Pay off the Parish Debt" drive was initiated. The drive 
was so successful, that the debt was paid off to the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
This tremendous effort made Holy Name of Mary Church the first African
American Church in Chicago to pay off its entire parish debt. 

As time passed the congregation of Holy Name of Mary grew by leaps and 
bounds . A large part of the growth was due to the many Catholics that had 
been following Father Vader since his first assignment at Holy Cross Church. 
They foll:fid in Holy Name of Mary, a place to rest, plant, grow and cultivate 
their religious roots. 

Before long, a larger church was needed. Again Father Vader led a drive to 
finance a new and larger church. The drive was a success and the plans for 
the new church began. Holy Name of Mary was the first African American 
Catholic Church to have an African-American architect and an African
American contractor , all paid for by the African-American parishioners of 
Holy Name of Mary Church. 

Some of the best African-American artist were hired to decorate the church. 
Donated as well as purchased artifacts from Africa and American adorned 
the church. Father Vader brought back art works from the artist colonies in 
Kenya and Tanzania for his new Church. Holy Name of Mary is rich in love 
and pride of the accomplishments of the black man. 

... 
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• 
ii The new church was opened for Mass on Christmas, 1997. In the Spring of 

.... 

1972, Cardinal Cody blessed the new Holy Name of Mary Church. 

The Congregation continued growing so that even with the new church, 
another mass had to be added to the Sunday Schedule to accommodate the 
growing number of parishioners. 

Holy Name of Mary acquired a Mission Church, Sacred Heart Church and 
gave it as much assistance as possible so that the people on the west and 
south boundaries of the parish could have their own Church. 

The Holy Name of Mary parish school, through the cooperation of the Oblate 
Sisters of Providence and Father Vader receive the latest innovations in 
education. Today the school has the highest educational standards of all the 
schools in the Morgan Park area. 

Throughout the years, Father Vader continued his education earning an M.A. 
in Sociology at the University of Chicago, a Ph.D. in Sociology at Loyola 
University, Chicago and did Post Doctoral studies at Tangaza University, 
Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa. 

Even with the demanding position of pastor of an ever growing congregation, 
Father Vader has, over the last 15 years, made time to shared his knowledge 
and his love of knowledge with his many students at Niles College and at St. 
Mary of the Lake Seminary. 

May 9, 1997 marks the day of celebration for Father Vader who, after 45 
years of service to God and his many, many parishioners approaches a much 
deserved retirement. 

Father Vader will live within the parish boundaries of Sacred Heart Church, 
the mission Church of Holy Name of Mary. There he will act as pastor of 
the mission to continue the christen goals of worship of the Lord , education 
of the children and care for the parishioners. 

Father Vader, the many persons touched by you at Holy Name of Mary, St. 
Lawrence and Holy Cross Church thank you and wish you a blessed future . 

!' r, , . ... 
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Archdiocese of Chicago Priest Vitae Card 

Anthony Joseph Vader Born: Ordained: 05/01/1952 Died: 07/15/2011 Ethnicity: Dutch, Irish 

Assignment Position Begin Date End Date 

Holy Cross Parish (65th St.) Assistant Pastor 07/08/1952 06/25/1964 

St. Laurence Parish (Dorchester Ave.) Assistant Pastor 06/25/1964 01/30/1968 

Holy Name of Mary Parish (112th St.) Administrator 01/30/1968 03/13/1970 

Holy Name of Mary Parish (112th St.) Pastor 03/13/1970 01/31/1997 

Review Board Member 06/25/1987 

Sabbatical 06/15/1990 08/31/1990 

Retired 01/31/1997 

Sacred Heart Mission House (Avers Ave.) Resident 01/31/1997 

Holy Name of Mary Parish (112th St.) Pastor Emeritus 01/31/1997 

Extraordinary 
Appointments: 
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233-3955 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
11652 CHURCH STREET 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60643 

17 April 

Your Eminence: 

When Ray Goedert told me that I could not wear clericl clothing 
when at the Opera, Concerts, Art Institute, I am more than 
willing to comply. 

I have been attending the Lyric Operaproductions since they 
began forty-nine years ago. I have been in the same seat all 
that time, and Monsignor John Cardiff always attends wit~ me. 

I know many of the people in ourbalcony and they knowMonsignor 
and myself. We have always worn clerical suits. IF I were to 
suddenly show up in sports clothing, I am sure that people woul;d 
wnat to know what happened. They are accustomed to seeing me in 
clerical clothing. I am sure that they would ask questions of 
myself or Monsignor. 

The same is true of the Friday afternoon concerts (14 of them 
each season). There may be more scandal if I dressed otgherwise. 

Wit regard to the Art Institute, often I am casually clothed 
since most do not know me nor do I know them. 

However, I have always thought that itis good for apriest to be 
formally clothed atall of these functions. People are happy to 
see the priest in the Art Institute. Some months ago I went to 
complete my study of the "Manet and the Sea". The young mea 
who checkedd my membershop s,jd that he had given you your 
ticket that monninq and he was deliqhted "for he had seen two 
or'iests that dav" .. Good oubli~ ..- 0 1a.a...t; n ~d,...,r h f"'Xh.t1..-r.b 1 . na oe r w :crorcfi • 

(sorry, but thetape broke. Let me continue heere.) 

Good public relations for the Church. However, I am willing to 
abide with your decision. 

Afi the Goodman Theatre for which I also have season tickets for 
themain stage, I neverwear clerical clothes since some of the 
modern plays have s~me degree of nudit¥. 
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PHO,NE BE 3-4471 

' .. ·. 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
11652 CHURCH STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 

Vis-a-vis the third issue, nmmely Mass during the Santo Nino 
devotions. Today I informed the organizer~ of ta devotions that 
we would no longer have Mass and they agre~. Instead, ther wimll 
be more prayers and Bible study to fill ou1. the Holy Hour. 

I hope this complies with all of your demands. If there are any 
other, thenplease let me kn~w . Also pleaseexcuse this typing, fo 
this is anew typewriter and I feel the Company should be su~d. I 
know I will never use their products again. 

Sinc...7'ly in Christ, 

(c.)~(~r 

cc: file 
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June SOth. 1.952 

My dear Father Vader. 

l hereby appoint you asslsta.nt to the pastor of 
Holy Cross Cht.u:cn. Chica.go, Hlinois. 

You wlll kindly report for duty to :Ef'a.th~r Doyle 
on July 8th. 

With blessing, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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PRIBST'S FILE - VADER, REV. ANTifONY J. 

iY itb tbe lfJILl9tal ol Maulpw L.a.,n. ,.__ flf cm Pad• 
la wlllllaJ•lll• Park H•zil11118 loc• ', I W p'1111d • IPf Pl• JOll 
... year Aa"-n&• R41 IS 1 Aa .... J • V.._, to can Im die Catbllla 
reu 11 wbo wU1 • r1 nldutt la die J•._ Pan HQ.-,.i wt I snat,.. 
llllllaalloflllemn11111q llllUblea, • flll11a, touap•tlda...,p• -= 

•· ,___. • ._.._., ..,. IP•et .... s...naeca 
el. Pl I 11 • HcllJ Ill "d•. 
i.. ,_...._ • ....... 91' tbl Sacnmmt fJl Cadmla• 
tleaiaElll C 11..-a.D1a1Cot&beSaondCcap9• 
a '•"I r 1 tr, 11111t Oelllltr i. 1 ... 

l•r • ., ..... ltJelzu a':'ha· r rA•,...•• 
O...LlllJtt,..,...... lwllla• 2111a.,o >•,__. • .._ 
v.._..,,.rwt1*1 ........ ..,..._....,. u- '' Na. 
,_, •• ru'll•u.t ... u'lpr e, 1 .. .._.. .. ,,,nn••..._,._,. 
...... 1 , ............. . 

p.-. whla...., mce• ,.a..,• .... --. 1 .. , .._ P.._ 

I 

Al rtt I 11 It fll <*•• 
PC:sm 
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i\enlead ADlbaay J. Vadlr 
St. Laueace Rectory 
1M9 But 72Dcl Stnec 
Clak•p., DHllOI• 60619 

Dear Padin' Vader: 

January 30, 1968 

la aceozdlace With c;e.,,.. •72 ud •n .. we am 
p'eHd to.,..,._ JOU A+n•m•tator pro tem ot HolJ Naaw ot Maq 
ClllnJI. 11159 Saudi IAomll Stnet, aatcaao, nu-•. 

A.a Mlminlltntor, or Vicar lkCMll'e, JOU wW 
-.. an t111 ••taetkMW of t111 .Putora1 omce, .. ittm1ar11 t11a1: or 
.._,.ndai tbl Miu& pro populo (Cuoa •73, 1), Jmt u lf yau wen 
ta. putor of tllllt parlab. 

Your remuanatlm will be that .. dawa for die 
pe•or of die parllb. all ..._ to die ..-a11 ww•...,.••lag. 

We wtM to C&Jr8 tlala occaeka to CCMDmepd J011 for 
JOUr wlaua prll«ly Jabon la die Arc'""oc 11e, ud we an ('!CW,...., 
1lllll JG1 wW cmgt•• 10 do a. wort ID Cbe .. rlall to wlllcb we ue _,....JOU. 

c•ecello.r 

: .tU.a..w.,r. Fmacl8 J. L-eek, Vk:u Deleaete 
Rn. lUcbard P. Buda, Admlalllerator 
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. ·~ 

.·.r 

REV.ANTHONYJ.VADER 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

March U, 1970 

&t & 1 A« ; J. V.._. ..., ...... .,..., ..... , 
llllt a.all Loomle Stn.t 
....... 11UMQ1e 60MI 

,. 

la a111s' I wllll C- tll eltM Celle ti 
C-1-. nan ptened to IPP"'• ,_ lrmwlda u Putor ol 
...., Him• .,, Mary P&rleb. 11119 Sola L.ecml• ...... Qdcqo, •v,.., w1t1t. ill1 ~ ...... ,_. 1t.,..•11111Ye P..:•••· 
• W lllal.'IUJ CGllUD911d you to die pod p 11pla dlere. 

Thia appntC11 Ill wU1 be etlMtlY• lmmedl rttlr, 
• n wlah JOU to take euoDlcal l*l••atoa ol 11111 parlall u eoa. ...... , .. 

Ym will 11'1111119 CA-'cal. pa11•t1Tl• ud !' ....... ., ... Uan m•kMw' parUb .. --.. cm Pr..Woa 
: ., •a111a la tatea before tbe Cbancellor, om of tile Vice CM•eel1oa'e. 
I. 

l
• .. otdlll AN'•• O.ec•nm:a ..... OU" cte'aa ts....., 
............... of! ea- Law. 

' 

i , ............. . 

M UP' 1 el<>'cap 
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I also 11n11&11 

way of solemn p11'YJ1<1llnCE~li'lt\: 
concerning the doc:triII' 
regarding the mystery 
Primacy of the Ro 

I promise before Cod 
11159 South Loomis St., 

(SEAL) 

REV.ANTHONYJ.VADER 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

REV.ANTHONYJ.VADER , \ 

defined by 
<l'd.Wflry magisterium, 

cially the doctrines 
f the Mass, and the 

(Note: • The Profession of Faith is made and the Oath taken before the Ordinary of the place 
or his D legate by the following: the Vicar General;· the Diocesan Consultors; the Censor of books; 
Paston;,. onfessors and Preachers before they receive the faculty to exercise their functions; Clerics 
called to Subdiaconate; and Superiors and Professors in the Major Seminary. 

A priest takes an oath with his right hand on his breast.) 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Vicar General 

ATIESTATION OF ACT OF INSTALLATION 
IN THE NAME OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY, AMEN. 

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness R>pe Paul Vl, His Eminence 
John Cardinal Cody, being Archbishop of Chicago, I do hereby attest that 
the 

REV.Al\J':::'H:;:N1r J. VADER. 

duly appointed pastor whose letteir of appointmeilt bears the date of March 13, 
19709 has on this date in accordance with Canon Law (Canon 461) and 

the statutes of the ArchdioceGe of Chicago taken canonical possessioo. of 
the parish of 

Dated: March 26, 1970 

,. 

~ ..... 
. ' 
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June 29. 1970 

a..~J. Vader 
Hol7 Name ot Mary Rectory 
11159 s. Lonm.18 Strw 
Qllcwp. IJlblola 606a 

REV.ANTHONYJ.VADER 

la reply to JODI' req • for permlHloa to am• 
,.reeU from JOU putllb. 1 am P'-"' la accorduce with CaJlcm 
465 ... to appoint die ~Jam• J. C-no\ly .. Vicar sua.tlt1U 
Md IO ara- ldm the W:.Ml'J ilcu1tla to care for tbe parlala Gir&aa 
JOUI' ab9mc:e from Jaly 2. 1970 to Avpa 2, 1970. 

Vader, 

Very trulJ J011r8 la c::aara.t, 

Cbe•cellor 

r.s. 1a .,... ta.r we w01 .. 1ae dltlafed 1a n1"'• m a.a•• _. 
of Ille pui811i19, I w-1d 1W1&1 •dial ,_ arr-. to ban die '-I Report 
forma r.....i before 1'11J 11, 1970. 

+J.P.c. 

cc: &I:. a.. Maar. Prwlll A. Bnclda, Vicar Del ..... 
a.. )alM9 J. C«wmollJ, Vicar Sulntltuee 
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REV. ANTHONY]. VADER 

May 14, 1971 

RdYeread Anthony J. Vader 
Holy Name of Mary Rectory 
11159 South Loomis Struet 
Chicago, Illinois 60643 

Dear Patber Vader: 

This wlll acknowledge your rcqui.?st tor pi!rmisldon 
to absent yourself from your pari•h. I am pleased, ln accordance 
with Canon 465,4, to appoint the R.evi;:r~nd Leo J. Belaal'\!r, S.J., 
as Vicar Substitute ud to grant him tbe necia•nry faculties to care 
for the parish durlng your ab1enc.;: from May 14, 1971 to June 4, 
1971. 

With every sincere good wish, I remain, 

Very truly your• In Chrtlt, 

Arcbblsbop of Qdcago 

Vice Cwlcellor 

acs Rn. Mssr. Prada A. lnclda, Vicar Delepte 
Rn. Leo J. Bel• 3e:, S.J., Vicar Sd>stltuta 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 
August 22, 1972 

Reverend Anthony J. Vader, M.A. 
Pastor, Holy Name of Mary Church 
11159 s. Loomis 
Chicago, Illinois 60643 

Dear Father Vader, 

I am pleased to appoint you as part-time instructor 
on the Faculty of Niles College of Loyola University, while 
retaining your present duties as Pastor of Holy Name of Mary 
parish, Chicago, Illinois. 

This appointment ls effective immediately. 

Wlshlng you every blessing and priestly success ln 
thia new aaalgmnent, and with kindest persoual regards, I am, 
dear Father Vader, 

Very truly yours ln Christ, 

Archbiahop of Chicago 

Chancellor 

cc: Rnereml William o. Goedert, Rector 
Pldllets' Persomiel Board 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop December 6, .i972 

® 
Reverend Alltbolly J. Vader, Pdtor 
Holy Name of Mary bctory 
U159 s. Loamla Street 
Chicago, lWaoUI 606'3 

Dear Father Vader, 

la nply to ywr requeet for perml8aloa to abaent 
yourself from your parlab. l am pleued, I.A accordance wllb 
Caaon 465, •. to awot• tbe ~Willard J. Meyer u Viau 
Subedtute aad to put him tbe mc11•ry faculdee to can for 
the pariah Glrlna ,.r ab9eace from December 20, to jamaary 20. 
1973. 

very truly yoara la <.ltdat, 

Co-Clwlc:ellor 

cc: Re'I. Mtlgr. Prada A. kackln - Vicar Delepte 
Rneread Willard J. Meyer - Vicar Subcttute 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFl'ICE IOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60690 

May 17, 1973 

Dear Father Vader. 

In reply to your request for permission to absent 
yourself from your parish, I am pleased, in accordance with 
Canon 465, 4, to appoint the d w 
Vicar Substitute and to grant ~'tfi?necJMlrr\r¥tJffifift to 
care for the parish during your absence from u... 17 ...... , -Y , ton-.y 
25. 1973. 

With evecy sincere good wish, I remain, 

Vecy truly yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Co- Chancellor 

cc: Vicar Delegate - Regionvu _Rey. Msgr. Francis Brackin 
Vicar Substitute R u!lllard ,.. - f!V. n ,vaeyer 
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PRIESTS' FILE: VADER., REV. ANTHONY J. 

Jae 25, 1987 

Dear Pather Ya4er: 

·1.t the Pru~ral Senate ... uac of Jue :u, 1987, unan.i .. 
approftl waa &i'l'e&\ ta .,. appoiattq yov and a awabu of other pastor• 
te ton a P••~fR'• l&Ylew lo&rd (c. 1742). CIU*lBeatly, I aa hereby 
&Jpelattq you aa a ._bu of W• 1load for a pe;:led •f tl&rea years. 

lt a attuatin sllovld oc.esu: .ta tilbh:h there are ••rlou 
,-.uea.a e'M11t a pa•ter• • leader•klJ• I will ei.o.e two or ~~ of 
the uabes• of ,the Paatera 1.•rlew loard to dYlse .. ., Wb.1.le ,. b 
upd t.'htt tt •ill k ... u ... "7 to c:a11.vpoa rous ••i•tuc.•,'·t::u 

· vei:y 1r•tefal f•r. row: v1111apeat to aern .. 

Wit.h cortial io•d wi•has, I ~· 

n.e l•vent'l4 Aael\oay J. Yader 
lloly w..e of Ma.,- Padah 
lllSt s. Lo•i• 
Chica.ge, Illineia 'Oi4$ 

JLB:B.LK/cO 

.. 
1>~, I• 

~rf' 

AOC 020770 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop February 1, 1990 

Dear Tony, 

In light of the recommendation of the Sabbatical 
Board, I am pleased to grant your request for a sabbatical 
beginning June 15, 1990 through August 31, 1990. 
Please inform Fr. Ken Velo and Fr. Wayne Prist of 
your address(es) during this time. 

The appointment is made with the understanding 
that you will return to Holy Name of Mary after your 
sabbatical. 

Following Archdiocesan and Sabbatical Board Policy, 
Holy Name of Mary will pay your salary for the period 
of the 2~-month sabbatical. The Center for Development 
in Ministry will pay tuition, room and board expenses. 

May I take this opportunity to thank you for 
your fine work at Holy Name of Mary as well as for 
your thirty-eight years of service to the Archdiocese. 

As you look forward to this important transition 
in your priesthood, please know that you have my support 
and prayers. Please pray for me as well. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Rev. Anthony Vader 
Holy Name of Mary Church 
11159 s. Loomis Street 
Chicago, IL .60643 

cc: /Rev. Kenneth Velo 
Rev. Wayne F. Prist 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 
Rev. Lawrence Duris 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MISCONDUCT POLICIES 

?\ I acknowledge that I have read and am familiar with the Archdiocesan 
policies and procedures regarding sexual misconduct with minors, adopted 
September 21, 1992. 

Please send me a copy 

Signature: 
/ 

; 

Name (printed): 

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 
7 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCE' CHICAGO 

April 21, 1993 

Dear Father Vader: 

Post Office Box I 979 
Chicago. Illinois 60690 

At the Presbyteral Council meeting of March 9, 1993, unanimous 
approval was given to my appointing you and a nwnber of other 
pastors to form a Pastors Review Board (c. 1742). Consequently, I 
am hereby appointing you as a member of this board for a period of 
five years. 

If a situation should occur in which there are serious 
questions about a pastor's leadership, I will choose two or more of 
the members of the Pastors Review Board to advise me. Since there 
are now thirty-six pastors available to choose from on this panel, 
and only two are needed in any given situation, it is likely that 
you will be asked to review very few cases and perhaps even none at 
all in the next five years. 

While it is hoped that it will be unnecessary to call upon 
your assistance, I am very grateful for your willingness to serve. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Given at the Chancery 

~9-f~ 
Chancellor 

Reverend Anthony J. Vader 
Holy Name of Mary Parish 
11159 South Loomis Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60643 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~op~~.~ 
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Diocesan Administrator 

ARCHDIOCES' CHICAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

January 7, 1997 

Dear Tony, 

It was good to meet with you on Monday, December 30, 1996. As 
I mentioned at our meeting, I am writing to you as a follow-up to our 
discussion. 

We agreed you would retire on January 31, 1997. As the time 
draws near, I will be writing a more formal letter to name you Pastor 
Emeritus. 

Please speak with Father Charles Kelly of the Priests' 
Retirement and Mutual Aid Association regarding your pension benefits and 
other necessary arrangements. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to the Priests' Placement 
Board so that the process to select a successor can begin. You have 
indicated that you will be living at Sacred Heart Mission. I will have the 
Board include this in the Parish Profile so that the applicants will be 
appropriately informed. 

Tony, I wish to thank you for all you have done during your 44 
years of priesthood and especially for your leadership and service at Holy 
Name of Mary parish for 29 years. Know of my continued prayers and support, 
as well as my gratitude. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Anthony J. Vader 
Holy Name of Mary 
11159 S Loomis Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60643 
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Reverend Anthony J. Vader 
January 7, 1997 - Page Two 

cc: Archbishop of Chicago - file 
Reverend R. Peter Bowman, Vicar for Administration 
~verend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 

Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Most Reverend Timothy J. Lyne, Vicar for Senior Priests 
Most Reverend George V. Murry SJ, Vicar 
Reverend Lawrence M. Duris, Dean 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 
Reverend Charles F. Kelly, PRMAA 
Reverend Patrick Pollard, PRMAA 

., 
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' ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_c_e_o_f_P_r_o_fe_s_si-on_a_l_F_it-n-es_s_&_e_vi_·e-w---... ________ P_o_st_O_:ffi_c_e_B_o_x_l 9_7_9 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Ralph Bonaccors~ Victim Assistance Ministry 
Rev. James .Kaczerowski, Vicar for Priests 
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 

../Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the PFRB 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

L N ·p1 . ~Adf' ... As. . aura en a ommo, mm1strat1ve s1stant 
Professional Fitness Review Office 

September 30, 2002 

[PFR-137] Vader, Rev. Tony (Retired)/ 

Attached is a copy of an allegation received by this office. We are opening a file and 
Leah McCluskey, Interim Professional Fitness Review Administrator will begin the Review 
Process by attempting to arrange an interview with Please advise 
iliiiiilillormation you may have in your files regarding Vader, Tony/ 

Thank you. 

Attachment 

cc: Most Rev. Raymond E. Goedert 

A:/PCAC Notification Memo 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have a right to report accusations of child abuse to the Illinois 
Department of Children and Family Services. (The Department of Children and 
Family Services "hotline" telephone number is 1-800-252-2873). You also have a 
right to report such accusations to the State's Attorney's Office or other law 
enforcement agencies. (The Cook County State's Attorney's telephone number is 
312-603-5440 (direct); the Lake County State's Attorney's telephone number is 
847-377-3000 (main#) or 847-360-6644 (direct). Ifyou have any questions as to 
how to make such a report you may refer those questions to the Department of 
Children and Family Services or the State's Attorney's Office. 

***************** 

I have read and understood the above notice. A representative of the 
Archdiocese has given me a copy of the Department of Children and Family 
Services brochure describing the child abuse reporting laws. The representative of 

. the Archdiocese whose name appears below has not discouraged me in any way 
from reporting to the authorities. 

(Date) (Signature) 

(Print Name) 

I presented a copy of this "Important Notice" and a copy of the Department 
of Children and Family Services brochure describing the child abuse reporting 
laws to the person whose printed name and signature appears above, on the date 
iildicated in this document. 

(Date) 

(Print Name) 

AOC 020777 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have a right to report accusations of child abuse to the Illinois 
Department of Children and Family Services. (The Department of Children and 
Family Services "hotline" telephone number is 1-800-252-2873). You also have a 
right to report such accusations to the State's Attorney's Office or other law 
enforcement agencies. (The Cook County State's Attorney's telephone number is 
312-603-5440 (direct); the Lake County State's Attorney's telephone number is 
847-377-3000 (main#) or 847-360-6644 (direct). If you have any questions as to 
how to make such a report you may refer those questions to the Department of 
Children and Family Services or the State's Attorney's Office. 

***************** 

I have read and understood the above notice. A representative of the 
Archdiocese has given me a copy of the Department of Children and Family 
Services brochure describing the child abuse reporting laws. The representative of 
the Archdiocese whose name appears below has not discouraged me in any way 
from reporting to the authorities. 

(Date) (Signature) 

(Print Name) 

I presented a copy of this "Important Notice" and a copy of the Department 
of Children and Family Services brochure describing the child abuse reporting 
laws to the person whose printed name and signature appears above, on the date 
mdicated in this document. 

(Date 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a memorandum to file prepared by Leah McCluskey, Interim 
Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, dated 
November 10, 2002, summarizing Victim KG's allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. Anthony 
Vader. According to the summary, Victim KG alleged that she was abused by Fr. Vader in 
approximately 1955-1956, when Victim KG was approximately 10-11 years old. The abuse 
occurred multiple times over a period of approximately one year and consisted of Fr. Vader 
fondling Victim KG's breasts and asking Victim KG to remove her clothing so Fr. Vader could 
see her breasts and pubic area. Victim KG also alleged that Fr. Vader abused her sister, Victim 
KF. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a memorandum to file prepared by Leah McCluskey, Interim 
Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, dated 
November 11, 2002, summarizing Victim KF' s allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. Anthony Vader. 
According to the summary, Victim KF alleged that she was abused by Fr. Vader in 
approximately 1958-1959, when Victim KF was approximately 12-13 years old. The abuse 
consisted of one instance of Fr. Vader fondling Victim KF' s breasts over the clothes. Victim KF 
also alleged that Fr. Vader abused her sister, Victim KG and that Victim KF and a friend 
confronted Fr. Vader about Victim KF's alleged abuse approximately ten years ago. 

AOC 020780 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
-O-ffi-1c_e_o_f_P_r_o_fe_s_si_o_na_l_F_it-n-es_s_R_e_v-ie-w---,., . ________ P_o_st_O_ffi_c_e_B_o_x_l 9_7_9 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

File- PFR-137 

Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administra~ 
R~~lb 

To: 

From: 

Re: Anthony Vader's/\Allegation of Sexual Misconduct of 

Date: November 26, 2002 

Date of Interview: November 15, 2002 Time: 10:30 a.m. 

Present at Interview 
Anthony V ruler [AV], accused 
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] 
Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests [VP] 

Face-to-Face Interview 
Anthony Vader [AV] was on time for the 10:30am scheduled meeting at the Vicar for Priests 
Office. After introductions were macle, PFRA described the responsibilities of the Office of 
Professional Fitness Review as well as those of PFRA. AV stated that he had chosen not to have 
an attorney present as suggested by VP upon their original phone conversation regarding the 
allegations of misconduct macle against him [AV]. 

PFRA then read the allegations of sexual misconduct made against him by 
•. In regards to.·stating that she confronted AV 
:oximately 10 years ago, AV stated that he does not recall the meeting. He stated, ''No, she 
- didn't come. I would have remembered someone [coming to see him] with an allegation" 
AV stated that he was ~ned to Holy Name of Mary 10 years ago and again stated, ''No, she 
• never came [with.IO years ago to confront AV]. It would have been burned into my 
memory." 

AV then stated, "I don't know w-is neither do I know either of the 
-sisters." As per AV,~ but that's all." 
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Response to Allegation - PFR-137 
November 15, 2002 
Page2 

VP asked AV if he recalled two African American women visiting him [at Holy Name of Mary]. 
AV replied that "all of my work has been with African Americans, so that [being visited by two 
African American women] would not be out of the ordinary." When asked by VP, AV stated, "I 
deny all allegations of misconduct." 

VP informed AV that once PFRA was able to speak with • regarding a meeting 10 years ago 
with II VP would contact AV. As per· AV, he would welcome the phone call 

Upon the end of the interview, VM discussed with AV the process of PFRA presenting the 
allegations and responses to the Review Board. PFRA then asked AV if he had any additional 
questions. AV asked if~d her sister were "African American girls." PFRA stated that. 
and her sister are both African American AV was cooperative throughout the interview. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 t Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

To: File-PFR-137 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

From: 

Re: 

Leah McCluskey, Interim, Profi:ssional Fitness Review Administrator62) 

lllliiiiiliiliionse to Allegation of Sexual Misconduct of-

Date: November 26, 2002 

Date of Intenriew: November 15. 2002 Time: 10:30 a.m. 

Present at Intenriew 
Anthony Vader [AV], accused 
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Interim. Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] 
Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests [VP] 

Face-to-Face Intenriew 
Anthony Vader [AV] was on time for the 10:30 a.m. scheduled meeting at the Vicar for Priests 
Office. After introductions were made, PFRA described the responsibilities of the Office of 
Professional Fitness Review as well as those of PFRA. AV stated that he had chosen not to have 
an attorney present as suggested by VP upon their original phone conversation regarding the 
allegations of misconduct made against him [AV]. 

PFRA then read the allegations of sexual misconduct made against him by 
AV began by stating that he did not recall there being a at 

Holy Cross, but then corrected himself by stating that there "might have been" -at the 
mentioned school. 

When asked by PFRA and VP, AV stated, "I certainly do not 
remember the young lady ... " However, AV stated that the name o-sister 

- "rings a bell." AV again stated that he "does not recall anything about 
[at Holy Cross]." He also stated that he does not recall visiting-home. 
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Response to Allegation - PFR-137 
November 15, 2002 
Page2 

AV stated that he was assigned to Holy Cross from 1952-1964 and that Fr. Bob Doyle was the 
pastor until 1958. Upon the departure of Fr. Doyle, Fr. Martin "Doc" Farrell was the pastor at 

Holy Cross. At the time that AV was assigned to Holy Cross the following priests were 
associates: John Cardiff [currently assigned to St. Linus], Leo Mann [currently assigned to St. 
Mary of the Woods], Jim Kenny [deceased], and George Kane [alive, unsure of current 
assignment]. 

When asked by PFRA and VP if he recalls visiting homes when assigned to Holy Cross, AV 
stated that he did "visit all homes ... [but I] wouldn't go into the home if the parents were not 
home." When asked by VP, AV stated that he has never participated in misconduct ''with 
anyone." 

AV stated that Fr. Mann, Fr. Kane, and himself would meet every evening in the pastor's room 
and that they "all knew what the others [priests] were doing." AV stated that he and the other 
priests would also meet two nights per week for instruction classes. 

After leaving Holy Cross in 1964, AV stated that he was assigned to St. Lawrence. 

Upon the end of the interview, VM discussed with AV the process of PFRA presenting the 
allegations and responses to the Review Board. PFRA then asked AV if he had any additional 
questions. AV asked i-and her sister were "African American girls." PFRA stated that. 
and her sister are both African American. AV was extremely calm and cooperative throughout 
the interview. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces a memorandum to the Review Board Members from Leah McCluskey, 
Interim Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, 
dated December 10, 2002, summarizing a phone conversation with a friend of Victim KF 
regarding Victim KF's allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. Anthony Vader when Victim KF was a 
minor. According to the summary, Victim KF's friend was able to corroborate Victim KF's 
assertion that she and the friend confronted Fr. Vader about the alleged abuse approximately ten 
years previously. 
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Name 
Address 
City 

Dear, 

Date 

I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony 
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr. 
Vader. 

I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest. 
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very 
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the 
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the 
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be 
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the 
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step 
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry. 

In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your 
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank 
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours. 

ff6 sfc__ 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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I've received your letteyfilled with dismay about the accusations against Fr. Tony Vader. I am 
grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr. Vader. 

I share your dismay, be~a . Vader has ~1:1~~,g~P.:t?[O~an.o<!J3fPJPJllary priest. God has used ' 
him to do much good. liowevef;"tllat eveilVery j5oa pe'bple can do something.-.~~ 
¢!iiiJMIU~. The Review oard which receive"d the accusation deliberated long and hard before 

~ "udging that there is reasonable cause to believe the accuser's story. The accusation was not 
lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be taken very seriously. The policy now is 
to remove a priest from active ministry while the accusation is submitted to the canonical trial 
process. I would like to believe that this next step will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. 
Vader can return to ministry. 

In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Fr. Vader, especially with your prayers. 
This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank you for 
writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George, OMI 
Archbishop of Chicago 

AOC 020787 



". ,. 

Dates/Times. 

February 24, 2003 

March 3, 10, 17, 24, 
2003 

March 31, 2003 & April 
7, 14, 21, 2003 

May 5, 12, 19/03 

June 6, 9, 16, 23, 2003 

July 28, 2003 and 
August 8, 25, 2003 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

PFR-137 -Anthony Vader 

July 1, 2003 to December 31, 20,03 
Monthly Schedule · 

Event (Therapy, Spriritual Direction, 
Vacation , etc.) Where, When, How 
Long · · 

Therapist, Spiritual Leader, Doctor, 
Monitor, ~t~. {Include names) 

September 7-19, 2003 Yellowstone National Park Fr. Anthony Vader 
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r 
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..:. \ 

Dates/Times 

November 30, 2003 -
December 7, 2003 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

PFR-137 -Anthony Vader 

July 1, 2003 to December 31, 2003 
Monthly Schedule 

Event (Therapy, Spriritual Direction, Therapist, Spiritual Leader, Doctor, 
Vacation, etc.) Where, When, How Monitor, etc. (Include names) 
Long 

Belize, Central America (Traveling 
companions) 

l 
I 
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. . .. ~ 

Dates/Times 

February 24, 2003 

March 3, 10, 17, 24, 
2003 

March 31, 2003 & April 
7, 14, 21, 2003 

May 5, 12, 19/03 

June 6, 9, 16, 23, 2003 

June 30, 2003 & July 7, 
28,2003 

July 28/03 & August 4, 
25, 2003 

September 25, 29, 200 
& October 6, 13, 20, 27, 
2003 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

PFR-137 -Anthony Vader 

July 1, 2003 to December 31, 2003 
Monthly Schedule 

Event (Therapy, Spriritual Direction, 
Vacation , etc.) Where, When, How 
Long 

Therapist, Spiritual Leader, Doctor, 
Monitor, etc. (Include names) 

l 

September 7-19, 2003 Yellowstone National Park Permission not given for trip - due to no 
identifying monitor given 
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LOHENOHIN 
RICHARD WAGNER 

PREMIERED AT WEIMAR 1850 

LIBRETTO BY RICHARD WAGNER 

BASED ON A GERMAN LEGEND 

©J&M MARTINEZ,LIMITED,1992 
NYC 

LOHENOHIN 
RICHARD WAGNER 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
-O-ffi-1c_e_o_f_P_r_o_fe_s_si-o-na_l_F-it-n-es_s_&_e_v_ie_w ___ , ________ P_o_st_O_ffi_c_e_B_o_x_l 9_7_9 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 _' , Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

To: File- PFR-137 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

From: Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administratore 

Re: ADDENDUM TO RESPONSE OF ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL 
MISCONDUCT MADE BY IN AN ACCOUNT 
BY 

Date: January 3, 2003 

Date of Interview: December 16. 2002 Time: 3 :00 p.m. 

Present at Interview 
Fr. Anthony Vader [AV], accused 
Mr. Patrick Reardon [PR], A V's attorney 
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] 
Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests [VP] 

Face-to-Face Interview 
Fr. Anthony Vader [AV] and his attorney Patrick Reardon [PR] were on time for the 3:00pm 
scheduled meeting at the Vicar for Priests Office. After introductions were made, PFRA 
described the responsibilities of the Office of Professional Fitness Review as well as those of 
PFRA. PFRA also explained the~o AV and PR. At PR's re uest, PFRA 
also explained the basics of both----and 
• allegations of sexual misconduct against AV. 

PFRA then read the account b~ a friend of alleged victim. PFRA had 
contacted •at the request ofll regarding •s knowledge of. initially confronting AV 10 
years ago with her allegations of sexual misconduct. PR then asked for PFRA and VP to leave 
the room [for approximately 10 minutes] so that PR and AV could speak. 

Once PFRA and VP rejoined AV and PR, AV stated, "I categorically deny the -
incident. . .I never touched -breasts over her clothes." In regards to acknowledging 
her family, AV stated that he did recall that the family 

AOC 020793 



\ '·-~·.:~ ... ' ·- ···'-"··· 

added that he ' 
home." AV then stated that he did not know where 

Response-PFR-137 
December 16, 2002 
Page2 

was never in their 
d her family lived at the time. 

AV then informed PFRA and VP that he does recall "about 12 years ago two middle aged 
[African American] women came to see me [at Holy Name of Mary], but they left in a huff." 
When asked by PFRA, AV stated that he does recall that these tWo women came to him and "an 
allegation of fondling was made." When asked for clarification of what took place "about 12 
years ago" by PFRA, AV stated that he does recall an individual calling him and "setting up an 
appointment" to meet with him, but does not remember the name of the person who called him. 
AV stated that the individual scheduling the appointment stated, "We'd like to come to see you," 
to which AV responded, "Sure." AV stated that this meeting took place at Holy Name of Mary, 
where he has been assigned for 35 years. He stated that "a seminarian" answered the door when 
the two women arrived for the appointment. AV informed PFRA and VP that the seminarian has 
since left the seminary. AV agreed that the meeting described by both.and.took place, 
however AV stated that he "denied.the allegation 12 years ago." He also does recall asking the 
woman who alleged the misconduct, "Do you need help?" 

AV shared his feelings with PFRA and VP that he was not "in need of a lawyer last time [when 
allegations by .andllwere initially read to him]" and that he still "feels the same way." PR 
then stated that AV "completely denies" the allegations made by. and. PR also made the 
point that the statute of limitations [both civil and criminal] ran out in "1963 or so" regarding the 
mentioned allegations of misconduct against AV. PFRA and VP then provided PR with 
specifics on the allegations made against AV by.d. as requested by PR. 

PFRA and VP then informed AV and PR that the allegations and responses would be brought 
before the Review Board in January of2003. VP stated that he would inform AV and PR of the 
specific date of when this matter will be brought before the Board. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Patrick Reardon, Attorney 
Ralph Bonaccors~ Victim Assistance Ministry 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 

AOC 020794 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Oair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 t -. (312)751-5205 

1-800-994-6200 
Fax (312)751-5279 

FACSIMILE TRANS MITT AL SHEET 

TO: FROM: 

Patrick Reardon Laura A. Neri-Palomino, Admn. Asst. 
DATE: 

Attorney 1/8/03 
FAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 

9 
PHONE NUMBER: PHONE NUMBER: 

312-751-5205 
RE: 

Response Reports 

0 URGENT D FOR REVIEW 0 PLEASE COMMENT DPLEASE REPLY D PLEASE RECYCLE 

Mr. Reardon, 

I am sending you copies of the Response Reports from your clients, •••••••• 

~r. Anthony Vader. 

I thought you should have them since the allegations against them will be presented at the 

Board Meeting on Saturday, January 11, 2003. 

Laura 

Confidential 

AOC 020795 



TRR~lSM I SS I ON-REPORT 

TIME JAN 08 '03 15:25 
TEL 1-lUMBER 1-312-751-5279 
NAME PROF. F I TNESS REI.) I EL<J 

~lBR DATE TIME DURATirn PGS TO MODE STRTUS 

208 JAN.08 15:21 04/44 89 G3 rn< 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

Professional Fitness Review Board 
Saturday, January 11, 2003 

MINUIES 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Non-members present: r)'i 
Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] V 

Non-members absent: 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - December 21, 2002 

II. Case Reviews 

First Stage Review: 

A 

AOC 020797 



B. 

MINTIJES - January 11, 2003 
Page2 

C. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader [AV] [Retired]-PFR-137 

A. The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review regarding the allegation of 
The claim is as follows: AV fondled •'s 

breasts under her clothing and AV directed-to expose her breasts and vaginal 
area to him. 

In a wianimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to 
suspect that Anthony Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. The 
Board recommends that AV . The Board 
also recommends that AV be moved to a monitored setting, such as residing at 
Mundelein. 

2. The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review regarding the allegation of 
The claim is as follows: AV fondled•s breasts over 

her clothing. 

In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to 
suspect that Anthony Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. The 

AOC 020798 



D. 

MINTUES - January 11, 2003 
Page 3 

Board recommends that AV . The Board 
also recommends that AV be moved to a monitored setting, such as residing at 
Mundelein. 

AOC 020799 



Second Stage Reviews: 

A. 

III. Other 

• 

• 

• 

• 

MINTIJES - January 11, 2003 
Page4 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Post Office Box I 979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 
(312) 751-5205 

Fax: (312) 751-5279 

1. 

11. 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Saturday, January 11, 2003 -10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

Approval of Minutes - December 21, 2002 

Case Reviews 

First Stage Reviews: 
A. 

C. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired)-PFR-137 
• Allegations made by and 

D. 

Second Stage Review: 

A. 

III. Other 

Holy Saturday, April 19, 2003 

The two meetings scheduled in February are February 1st and February 15th, 2003. 

AOC 020801 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGu 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
676 North St Clair - Suite 1910 
Chicago. IL 60611 f (312) 751-5205 

Fax: (312) 751-5279 
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION 

The Professional Fitness Review Board met on \ \ i \ \ lF2 to conduct a 
(enter date: monthldaylyeatj 

(check one:J ~irst Stage Review 0 Second Stage Review D Supplementary Review D Status Report 

regarding the allegation of 
:'1 (ent1 name of alleged victim 

against _ ___._Ai ...... @ ............... tl ....... ·1 ...... V\--t-\f-\tm ...... U£ .............. .___ ____________ _ 
(check one:) 

()j({k 

(enter name of accused priest or deacon) 

~priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

b an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch )diocese of_..,..--..,..---~_,..,..,,__ ____ _ 
(enter name of [Arch}diocese) 

D a religious priest or deacon of __ _,..-----.,------------
(enter name of religious community) 

D a resigned priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

D a deceased priest or deacon of __ ...,.....--~--...,,..,..--_,,-----
<enter name of diocese or religious community) 

(enter brief description of the alleged misconduct or inappropriate behavior. 

VVVvJW( fv ~ K pvsc b?i' br',ct&-sf? OV'M( ViJt~tt£ 

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:J 'o{lere is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
Wthere is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 

(check one:) 

D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

\a{}he priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
rministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 

Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 
0 no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 

to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

J.. vvf ~ CcCOvYI ~-eds 
l'1lktl' 0r__ VVUJVtt7l ho UL tnovi1 fur&< <;(I f-tJtf!J:( /\ . 

et4 tzW4 tU ~~ _ tiv'ViVOvimoVlf-
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
-Pr_o_fu-ss-io-nru-Fit-n-~-sR-e-v1-·ew_B_o~-d-----~, 
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910 · · .. · . 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION 

The Professional Fitness Review Board met on { J ( { ~ 0? to conduct a 
( ente;~e: mOfrtliidaylyear) 

(check one:J )iJirst Stage Review 0 Second Stage Review 0 Supplementary Review 0 Status Report 

regarding the allegation of 
~ . {enter name of alleged victim) 

against __ ~.....,__ .......... rtt ...... 1V\ ___ '( __ Vi_(y{e{" _______________________ _ 
(enter name of accused priest rir deacon) . 

~priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

D an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of ___________ _ 

(check one:) 

(enter name of [Arch]diocese) 

D a religious priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of religious community) 

0 a resigned priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

D a deceased priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of diocese or reUgious community) 

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:J Vi'lere is reasonable cause to suspect th at the alleged misconduct occurred. 
tOthere is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
0 there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

(check one:) 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

~e priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 
Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

D no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

l!VifJVvi -to fy 010v1t tot.d dMV( v'OV) VVt-&Vlf-,. £11&0 flS (.C9'1duf~ 
C'J- VYIMW{;z;lolV\, 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File -PFR-137 

From: Laura A Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant 

Re: Anthony Vader (Retired) 

Date: January 13, 2003 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on January 11, 
2003: 

The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review regarding the allegation of-
. The claim is as follows: AV fondled.'s breasts under her 
to expose her breasts and vaginal area to him. 

In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to suspect that 
Anthony Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Board recommends that AV 

. The Board also recommends that AV be moved to a 
monitored setting, such as residing at Mundelein. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File -PFR-137 

From: Laura A Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant 

Re: Anthony Vader (Retired) 

Date: January 13, 2003 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on January 11, 
2003: 

The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review regarding the allegation of
The claim is as follows: AV fondled •s breasts over her clothing. 

In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to suspect that 
Anthony Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Board recommends that AV 

The Board also recommends that AV be moved to a 
monitored setting, such as residing at Mundelein. 
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•• ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
---,-~ Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

January 14, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003. The 
Board fully considered all ral and written rts in the matter of Fr. Anthony Vader [Retired] 
in the allegation made by A First Stage Review was conducted 
pursuant to Article §1104.08 of the Review Process r ontinuation of Ministry. 

The Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to suspect that Anthony Vader engaged in 
sexual misconduct with a minor. 

In a unanimous-6-0 vote,~the Board-recommends-that Er.JI ader 
-· The Board also recommends that Fr. Vader be moved to a monitored setting, such __ _ 
as residing at Mundelein. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

IA· ts' 

Leah McCluskey 
\~.,~~~ 
~~p, Professional Fitness Review Admiillstlrattt 
r/.r"'r ~· vc.P.v ,. . -~ J 

µ~~-

Cc: 
'b~ q:-·~ 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board -M~~ 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests ~f\ r 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry REC ol 
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar 
John O'Malley, Legal Services .IAN Z. .S io~ 

ARCHIDCESE QF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIOl!IAI. FITNESS REVIEW 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_c_e_o_f_P_r-ofi-e-ss-io_n_a_l_F-it-n-es_s_R_e_v-ie_w ___ , ________ P_o_st_O_ffi_c_e_B_o_x_l 9_7_9 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 . ' , Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

January 14, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003. The 
Board fully considered al~orts in the matter of Fr. Anthony Vader [Retired] 
in the allegation made by..--.-. A First Stage Review was conducted pursuant to 
Article §1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to suspect that Anthony Vader engaged in 
sexual misconduct with a minor. 

In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommends that Fr. Vader 
-· The Board also recommends that Fr. Vader be moved to a monitored setting, such 
as residing at Mundelein. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. ~~~~· 
. /d, . ~ ),_,_ ~ =tb~ f! 

VliG wo{ciu~ t ·· ~ · , 0:: i:-1"'-tl.J 
L.;,.h McCluskey ~ v/Jv ~ ~ . 
Professional Fitness Review Adm· istrat r ~ v h () ,,,,,, 

?r~ 
Cc: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board f' r,n/'.) 

Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests }1 I" 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry ~ . 1 

Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar (J 
John O'Malley, Legal Services RECEIVED 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

January 29, 2003 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

RECEIVED 

H:8 1 0 2003 

ARCHIDCESE OF CHICAGO 
MOffSSIDNAlRTmSREVIEW 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter 
of January 14, 2003, regarding the matter of Rev. Anthony Vader, a retired priest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, and the allegation made by following 
the First Stage Review conducted by the Review Board on January 11, 2003. 

In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept 
the Board's determination that there is a reasonable cause to suspect that Fr. Vader engaged in 
sexual misconduct with a minor. Given the fact that Father Vader is retired, the question of his 
residence will have to be examined further. However, I accept the recommendation that he 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

Sir::mz::t, ~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL·6061 l 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

January 29, 2003 RECEIVED 

FEB l 0 2003 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter 
of January 14, 2003, regarding the matter of Rev. ~retired priest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, and the allegation made by- following the First 
Stage Review conducted by the Review Board on January 11, 2003. 

In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept 
the Board's determination that there is a reasonable cause to suspect that Fr. Vader engaged in 
sexual misconduct with a minor. Given the fact that Father Vader is retired, the question of his 
residence will have to be examined further. However, I accept the recommendation that he 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

Si?::z:t:~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverei:id Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

AOC 020809 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020814 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020816 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Address 

,-
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020818 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020820 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020823 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020825 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020826 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

rl,ECEIV~o 
I' l MAR 1 0 2003 I 

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 
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February 2003 R1~~ ~} 2~;~! D 
Dear Cardinal George, L_ _____ _J 

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

~).5'.'. C E I V ~ 0 
~'\1 I MAR 11 2003 I 
1iL_ I 

OFFICE Of- THE 
ARCHBISHOP 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look fonvard to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name 

·~ <J-JZ±-/ a~rCJ(f: . . 
~Ut( iJ&-14< cJ,~~O '1L,4d}P,6fke 

L,J}w ~ et ~~~t2z_ -:TAJJf7~f=/,f-1t/;e,/z11r1r'c:~ 
t-:1 c;~<J t=d 6--0 d n>( '-/ ~ trf..0 
/Lo l1c1 d~-1( t<J ~ 11~ (;{'£) 
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(773) :!33-3955 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
11662 CHUACH STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 

My Ve.tVL Fili.pi.no Am~.JL.t.ciut Family, 

1 'm ve.JUj, veJuj .i.mpJt.U.&e.d, gJutte.6u.l a.nd 
a.ppJt.ecl.at.i..ve. 06 a1.1.. tjou.JL .6u..ppoJLt. Yau. 
h.IJ.ve no 1.de.a. h.ow eam6oJLti.ng ,tw h.a.6 
be.e.n .to me. Pl.e.tUe kee.p me .in fJOIJ.lr. 
p1U1..tj eJL.6 • 

1 want you. Zll lz.now .that I am .i.n.noc.e.n.t., 
.tha..t 1 hil..ve. ne.vvi. .i.n mlj U~d.i.me. t:Duc.he.d 
thue. ~ A.1..6.teJU wka ha..ve. b,,_ot.A.ght the. 
il.CC1L6a.U.O nil whi.c.h. .&o.p po.6 ed.ty () c.c.wrJt.e.d 
whi..te I uJa.A a;t Holy CJL0.6.6 Chu.Jr.eh. 

I have had one he.tVWtg, bu..t= .the 
impolth:tnt heaJU.ng4 41le. .6.tiU w c.ome. 
When the.IJ wilL be., I don' .t know. I have. 
tmo a.:t.:taJUt.e.tjJJ 60"- the. ci..v..U a.c.t.i..on a.nd 
will ha.ve. a. ~on .la.J»ye.JL. 

Ple.iue. ph.tl..!J 60.Jr.. me a.nd 1 'U pJtay 60.IL 
you .• 
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(773) 2J3·3955 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
11652 CHURCH STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 

Fe.bJwaJty 2003 

FJutnc.Ll CaJtcii..nal.. Ge.oJz.ge. OMI 
Attc.hbiA hop 
Attc.hcii..o c.u e o 6 C h.i.c.a.g o 
PO Box. 1979 
Ch.i.c.a.go IL 60690 

Ve.alt Ca.tr.d.i.na.l Ge.ottge., 

-- - ·..,,) 

The people 06 Sa.c.1te.d He.aJtt, lUi well lUi .the 
c.ommanity, ha.ve. Mke.d wha..t .they c.a.n do .to 
-6appo!t.t Fa.the.It Va.de.It. 

Pet.u.ion-6 -6J..gne.d by .thue. people aJte 
e.nc.lo-6ed, .to let yoa know how mac.h .they 
c.aJte. 

Addi.ti..onal.. peli,t.,i.an 601tm-6 ttec.tlved will 
be -6e.nt on .to yoa. 

c./ Fa.the.It J a.mu Ka.c.z ottow-6 IU. 

Tha.nk yoa, 

Fttom All .the People 06 
Sa.c.1te.d He.aJtt 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 
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Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I 
Archbishop Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.: 

I am writing this letter to you to inform you of my whole-hearted support of Father 
Anthony Vader. When I heard of the allegations made against Father Vader, I was dismayed and 
appalled that such falsity could gain any credence in a civil society. And I am gravely 
disappointed in a system that would entertain such obviously false allegations. 

I speak to you on many levels. First, I speak to you as a life-long Catholic. I have been 
steadfastly supportive of the Church on many levels. Defending it, during scandals, supporting 
it, monetarily and with my faith in the Lord. It never has been easy being a Catholic in today's 
society, but I have felt that my faith has always been strong. It has always been a source of 
strength when I needed comfort. I am proud of my faith, I am proud of my religion. And my 
strength, belief and faith were greatly nurtured by Father Anthony Vader. Father Vader has been 
a pillar of my Catholic upbringing as well as my secular upbringing. Father Vader has said most 
of the masses that I attended in my young life. He baptized my younger brother as well as all of 
my cousins and recently he married my older brother. Father Vader has always been there 
through every heartbreak, every triumph, and every mundane life event that a person can go 
through. He has always shared, lead and guided my family, my friends and myself throughout 
our lives. 

I have known Father Vader since I was a little girl. I never doubted his spiritual 
guidance and love for my family and me. Numerous times, throughout my life, I have been 
alone with Father Vader. And NEVER would Father Vader ever do anything inappropriate, he is 
always loving and giving and the most pleasant of company, but NEVER inappropriate in any 
way. And this is one of the reasons why I feel so strongly about the falsity of these allegations. I 
grew up with Father Vader, along with most of my friends and family, he is and always will be 
trusted with our lives, and now as we grow older with our children's lives. 

Second, I speak to you as a social worker. I have spent most of my post college career, in 
social services. I spent two years after college working at a group home for abused and 
neglected children. I went on to get my social work degree at University of California, Berkeley. 
I spent most of my time in California, specializing in sexual abuse and sexual offenders at 
Giarretto Institute in San Jose, California. I did intense clinical intake, assessment, and therapy 
with sexual abuse victims, non- offending parents and sexual offenders. I know every single, in 
and out of sexual offense and the cycle of a sexual offender. I have done intense group therapy 
sessions with sexual offenders and understand comprehensively, the characteristics of a sexual 
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offender. This is how I know, without reservation, that the allegations against Father Vader are 
absolutely and completely false. He holds none of the characteristics exhibited by sexual 
offenders. He does not have anything close to the repeated cycle of an untreated sexual offender. 
On the contrary, Father Vader has always upheld the values, principles and ideals of the Catholic 
Church. He has been completely ethical and moral in every possible way. 

Third, I speak to you as an attorney. I have spent much of my law school career, being a 
champion for sexual abuse victims. I worked many hours at the Illinois Attorney General's 
Office in the Sexually Violent Persons Unit of the Criminal Enforcement Division. Prosecuting 
life-long sexual offenders was second nature to me in the two years that I worked at the Attorney 
General's Office. Knowing a case, the intricate, lengthy details of a sexual offenders life became 
a part of my everyday working life. It is what I know, it is what I breathe, and it is what I 
understand. As a result, I look at cases, bad side always in the forefront, never giving the benefit 
of the doubt to them and they are lifelong offenders with many victims in their wake. 

And as a result, with my prosecution background I can tell you with absolute certainty 
that Father Vader is so far from those people. He is quite the opposite in fact and in life. Father 
Vader cares and loves deeply-- it is his greatest quality. He has upheld the ideals and the morals 
of the Catholic Church for as long as I have known him. He has done this better than any other 
person in the priesthood that I have ever met. 

I hope this letter reflects my deepest sorrow that these false allegations have been 
initiated against Father Vader. I am deeply concerned and hope my words are taken genuinely 
and seriously. I believe the greatest sadness in this situation is that Father Vader has been taken 
out of the active ministry. It is a great loss to the Catholic Church and the countless parishioners 
and other Catholics that he has guided through hard and trying times that our world is now 
facing. It is my greatest hope that this loss is not permanent and I urge you to do whatever is 
possible to bring Father Vader back into active ministry. I say this because I know with my 
deepest convictions, both personally and professionally that these allegations are baseless, untrue 
and complete fiction. 

Please contact me for any further questions or information or if there is anything I can do 
further to bring Father Vader back into active ministry. I will continue to pray for Father Vader 
as I hope you will too. 

CC: Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Most Rev. Raymond Goedert 

Respectfully, 
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Dear Cardinal George, 

We have just learned of the allegation made against our 
retired pastor Father Vader. These reportedly date back 40 plus 
years and as a result, we are told Father Vader cannot celebrate 
Mass and must remain at the retreat house in Mundelein for at 
least 30 days. This news is a shock and unbelieveable to 
everyone. 

I am 30 years old and have been raise and educated through 
the Catholic church. I attended St. John Fisher grammer school, 
Mother McAuley High School, and Saint Xavier University. I have 
attended mass every week and sometimes during the week my whole 
life. I have run across many priest with alot of different 
styles, some very inspirational but very few like Father Vader. 

Father Vader has been very special to me personally, he has 
always been kind and shows a real commitment to his church and 
parishioners. I was asked to be a god mother to my nephew and 
the baptism was going to take place at Sacred Heart. Father 
Vader had a meeting with the parents and god parents explaining 
what it meant to be a god parent and the responsiblity that it 
holds. Since that time I have been asked two more times to be a 
god mother and neither time was there a meeting or a 
conversation between myself and the priest, not even an 
introduction. Father Vader had taken the time to make the 
baptism special for me as the god mother but also the parents, I 
take that honor and responsiblity to this child very serious as 
a result of Father Vader taking the time to simply talk to us. 
Every week I sit in mass and listen to Father Vader talk about 
the gospel and how it pertains to our daily life, he talks about 
how to be a good parent, child and friend. He encourages us to 
keep going when times are difficult. I leave mass every week 
feeling refreshed, renewed and with the energy to try harder to 
be a better person after listening to Father Vader. I have never 
seen a person who could reach out to the old and young and get a 
greater response. 

Father Vader is an exceptional person and is such an asset 
to the Catholic Church, he is a fine example for young priests 
and it should be noted. During this difficult time I will 
continue to attend mass at Sacred Heart in full support for 
Father Vader, because at this time he certainly deserves it. I 
do hope and pray everyday that Father Vader will be back at 
Sacred Heart as soon as possible because he is needed. 
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Thank you for taking the time to listen about someone who 
has been very important to me. 
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Some .6u.ggv.,t.i.on.6 oOJr.. yoUJt ieftvr.. to Ca.Juli.na.l Ge_ottge. It ean be M long 
OIL a..6 .6hoJtt M you_ wi..bh. 

******* 
V eaJt C aJtdi..na.l G e.o ttg e, 

We have juJ.it ieaJtned o-6 the ai...tegat.i.on-0 made_ aga.iiut ouA tte.t.i.lted PMtott, 
FatheJt VadeJt. The..6e ttepo!ttedly date bac.fz_ 40 pfu.6 yeaM and a..6 a tte..6u.U, we_ 
aJte told Fathvr.. Vadvr.. c_annot c.e.iebJuLte MM.6 and mu,ot tte_ma.in at the Ret!teat 
HouJ.ie in Mu_nde.iei.n 60!L at le.Mt 30 day.6. Thi..6 'ne.w.6' L6 a .6hoc_k_ and u_nbeUeveabie 
to eveJtyone. 

We've k.nown FlLthvr.. iJott many (20) yeo.JL!:, and c_annot u.nde.!t.6ta.nd any 06 thi..6. We 
k.now fWn a..6 a kind pe.!t.6on and wondvr..6ul ptr.ie..6t. 

[add yoUJt own WO!Ld.J.i - yo Wt expvU.enc_v., wi.th Fathvr.. Vadvr.. - he.ip . __, 11 : 

7 
_· fU.ndn~.6, wedcli.ng,o, bapwnu,, e.tc..) ( '"i3'rl<S /t~o- 01/i;: rc-Nc:;w /'f /-VJ 

f--e_ f311-pj1sED 04f G/\AAJl)AµGrff? ! 1 
_ 12£/... ·~vtr 

-11-r ~;J ti-- Al D v\J 1 tJ /~ /;' A k 1 /./ IJ 't-l;*,J/;]G f KJE-:; I. 4/ ~ Po N ° 1 
v 

1 
e. 

i / ,_ • ~----11 k5E: A t-l t; c;:.,+ r/_(J.JVS-
VeaJt Cattdi..nai GeO!Lge; I 

The a.llegati.on.6 and ttv.iult.i.ng JtequiA.e.me.YLt that he .6pe.nd 30 day.6 at the. 
Ret!Le.at fioMe. lLt Mu.nde.ie..i.n, aJLe i.nc.Jtedible, u.nbeUeveabie and ¢ho dung. 
Fathett Vadett hM bee.n at OM ChuJtc.h 6oJt moJte than 20 yeaJt.6, a..6 Admi.wburtott 
and motte ttec.ente.y, M ttet.i.Jted PMtoJt, c_e.ieb!tat.i.ng MM.6 and mi.ni..6tvU.ng 
to ouA tteli.giou,o nee.d.6. 

(aga.i.n, pie.Me add youJt pvc...6onai WO!Ld.6 06 .6U.ppoJtt) 

j-JArv&- 'N 1if£!?€" fA-r11kA. VAP~- Yc»fl, e,.c;AJ &--~£&h11j/V 
f3I111N-1J '/ cLJ /1>LJ ti All£ oL/fi PttA.y/;/J,**6! t>J /3L£.5~s- 'lr:LJ. 

VeaJt CaJtdi..nai Geottge, 

The only wottd.J.i to de..6CJci.be my (OM) tte.ac.t.i.on to the 40 ye.aJt old ai...te.gat.i.on-0 
aga.i.n.6t Fathvz_ VadeJL aJte .6hoc.k and fubeUe-6. We know hi.m to be a good 
Ptr.iv.it, aiway,o. 1 [we) ,oimpiy c_annot u_nde.Jt.6tand how anyone c_ou1.d c.haJtg e hi.m 
M they have. 

[aga.i.n, pie.Me add youA peMonai wottd.6) 

.~_,ff fl!!' ~;111 /J vl! I {j/r::!/-1 / S/ IV C'!f c.f ( f /IE f/ ,f s r 5- r 0 /(/a-

Plea.a e_ be .wJLe to .o,Lg n and ma.ii ,Lt to the CaJtd,Lnal with a c_opy to Fathe.tt 
Kac_z ottoW-6 /U 

AOC 020843 



, /;"I ,!".) )..., 
/ -/__.,-

AOC 020844 



_L 

~~· 
\. J 

' ' I 
~ J L{,~~) 

~)~ --tj0_ 

--,~G-
... --~···--· 

~>'· --~-

rr /l At 1 ./14, -"' . -J=-, 
~~ ~01r----

r ;V-~ ~ al- m__,__ 

!'.\.~-<_,\____, OJV--' ~~ -=+<~ 
'{~~~I 

r LL.--~--.__ ~'---' o-uJ\J --~~ 
t{J~// 

AOC 020845 



AOC 020846 



being accused of sexual misconduct dating back forty years, I felt extreme 
shock and grief I have only known Father Vader for approximately one year. I 
w~s snirittrnllv lost ~t mv former n~rish T folt no c.onnedion T folt T c.onlrl not ·· --- -r---------J ---- --- ---J -------- r-------- - ---- --- - ----- ------· - ---- - - - ---- ----

fit in. Our pastor would not even acknowledge our presence unless we 
addressed him first and then he wouid act iike it was the first time he had ever 
seen us. One Sunday~ I went to mass at Sacred He~ which because of Father 
Vader has become our family's parish. I felt engulfed in love in the presence of 
Father Vader. His aura of quiei gentleness, peace, respeci, iniegriiy, strengih, 
and reverence made me feel hopeful in my despair. I wanted my children to be 
in his presence, especially at a time when our world is in such great pain. In his 
sermons, he spoke so si.tnp!y of!ove, as if he possessed tlie heart of a child. He 
made me feel that I could truly change the world with simple acts of love. 
Because ofFather Vader, for the first time in my lite, I looked forward to 
Sunday mass. The church is st!tnding room 011Jy every Sunday, at every mass, 
because we come for Father Vader. At the end of every mass, Father Vader 
biesses every chiid, and shakes every parishioners hand. I aiways iooked 
forward to shaking Father's hand at the end of Mass. It made my week. I felt 
as though I was personally touched by a saint. I would gently squeeze his hand, 
and say, !!Tnank you, Faiher,!! hoping he could feel my graiiiude for his 
presence at Sacred Heart Church. 

I cannot comment on Father Vader's past, but I know in my heart that he is 
l:I onntl l:lntl hnhr tnl:ln l-lP fill~ mp urith l:I tlP~irP tn lnuP mu urnrltl l:lntl mu f'Pllnur 
- ~ ........................... "'9o- ...... " .... J .&.a.& ..... .&. .... ....................... _ .&.&.&'W .............. - "'9o-...... L-'.L.& ...... "'" .&- ....... .&.&.&.) .... '-'.& .&- ........... "'9o- ...... .) ................. "' .. " 

man. He heals my shame of being a human being. He inspires me to use my 
lite in service to others, and convinces me that I can make a positive ditforence 
with everv hnm~n enc.onnter 
.. ---- - . --J ---------- ------------· 

Father Vader is greatly missed and we hope and pray that he will return very 
soon. Sacred Heart is not the same without him. He is the ••heart~~ of Sacred 
Heart. 

Father Vader, and all priests will be constantly in our prayers. If there is 
anything we can do io help Father Vader ai this mosi painfui iime, please do noi 
hesitate to let us know. We remain faithful and supportive of Father Vador and 
the Catholic Church no matter what the circumstances. 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago; He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who carrie 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the niany who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the niany who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the niany who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

\, 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago; He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020863 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020864 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020865 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020866 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of ow· friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020867 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020868 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
. Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020869 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020870 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020871 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020872 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020873 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020874 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved thioughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020875 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020876 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name 

AOC 020877 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. . We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.· 

Name Address 

AOC 020878 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020879 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020880 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020881 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward. to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020882 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020883 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020884 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020885 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020886 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020887 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020888 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loyed throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name 

AOC 020889 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has minister~d to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times .. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020890 



February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and lqved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

AOC 020891 
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SACRED HEART CHURCH 
11652 CHURCH STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 
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February 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support 
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man. 

He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the 
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the 
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came 
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times. 

We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader. 

Name Address 

AOC 020893 
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Father James Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 N Michigan A venue Suite #543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Father Kaczorowski; 
I am writing to you in reaction to the 40 year old allegations against Father Vader. It is 
shocking and unbelieveable that a man with such faith, leadership, and compassion 
would be taken from us. It is my understanding that he must spend 30 days at the 
Retreat House upon further investigation of this matter. I ask you to please give this 
matter your personal and utmost attention. Father Vader has been a great source .of faith 
and consulation to my family and myself He has shown compassion with my family 
through the death of my mother and my aging father. I have the most respect for him and 
have never felt in anyway was he a threat to our parishioners. We miss him terribly and 
although we have a wonderful group of priests willing to step into Father Vader's shoes 
his will be difficult. It is very hard to fill the most confortable. well worn. best fit ever. 
We love him, we miss him and most of all we support him until all allegations are 
settled. 

Thank you for your support and may God bless you: 

AOC 020898 
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AOC 020903 



Dear Cardinal George, 

Tam a parishioner at Sacred Heart Church. Father Vader has been the Administrator and 

Pastor for more than 20 years. The allegations made against him are shocking. I know 

him as a good priest, and an excellent spiritual advisor. He is a great leader of the 

Catholic Church. These allegations date back 40 years, as a result we lost our Pastor and 

we are not allowed to visit him. l do believe in innocent to proven guilty. I firmly 

support Father Vader and I believe in his innocence. I will continue to pray for him and 

our wonderful Sacred Heart Church. 

AOC 020904 



Francis Cardinal Geo~ge. O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George; 

I have just learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father 
Vader. This "news" is a shock, incredible and unbelievable. Father Vader has 
been at Sacred Heart for more than 20 years as Administrator and more 
recently, as retired Pastor, celebrating Mass and ministering to our religious 
needs. During the time that Sacred Heart was closed he was very supportive 
of our needs and desires. 

I have never known Father Vader to be :anything but a kind, understanding, 
arid above all a wonderful priest. 

I ask that you consider all of this in your consideration of his status and his 
future. 

Unless there are allegations of others, that we are not aware of, I think it 
unusual that a pedophile act only once, it is my understanding that this disease 
is an ongoing problem. 

cc: Rev. James Kaczorowski 

AOC 020905 
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO 
in support of 

Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader 
February 8, 2003 

AOC 020909 



SAMAHANG SANTO NINO 
in support of 

Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader 
February 8, 2003 

- ' 
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO 
in support of 

Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader 
February 8, 2003 
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO 
in support of 

Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader 
Februaiy 8, 2003 
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO 
in support of 

Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader 
February 8, 2003 
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO 
in support of 

Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader 
February 8, 2003 
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO 
in support of 

Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader 
February 8, 2003 
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO 
in support of 

Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader 
February 8, 2003 
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Father James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar of Priests 
645 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

2/8/03 

Dear Father Kaczorowski, 

I have enclosed a copy ofa letter I sent to Cardinal George concerning Father Tony Vader. I think you 
might find it illuminating. 

Thanks for taking the time to read my letter. 

God bless you now and always, Father. 

AOC 020918 
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Francis Cardinal George, O.M.J. 
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

2/8/03 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Why, you might ask, is someone from from outside the Archdiocese, writing in support of 
Father Tony Vader? J grew up in St. Walter Parish, on the far southwest side of Chicago, but, since my 
mother first brought me to midnight Christmas Mass at Sacred Heart before I was old enough to have made 
my First Communion, I have been going to the Shrine. It is the church of my childhood and, even though 
my family and I live in and are active membt:rs of a wonderful parish, we 
~et to Sacred Heart about once a month for Mass. My wife, 
- loves the Shrine. Our kids, even 
though only one of them is old enough to have made her First Holy Communion, feel the warmth that 
surrounds the Shrine and which is embodied in Father Vader. In fact, our oldest had her throat blessed for 
the first time when she was (obviously) in utero at the Shrine. I help out with the readings, and serve as a 
Eucharistic Minister, at Sacred Heart. The wonderful little Shrine, which filled my childhood with so many 
wonderful memories, is now making memories for my children. 

In the early 1980's, our Shrine was closed down for reasons that were never made entirely clear to us. But 
the people of our Shrine never took this decree as final. Through endless prayers, some of which took 
place off a truck parked adjacent to the shuttered Shrine, and petitions, we continued to fight to reopen 
Sacred Heart. At first, our pleas fell on deaf ears, not in Heaven, but at the Archdiocese. However, when 
Joseph Bemadin became our Archbishop, he gave our petitions a receptive ear. One of his first acts as 
Cardinal Archbishop was to reopen the Shrine. Sacred Heart, Wider the official tutelage of Holy Name of 
Mary, was reopened in 1983. Father Vader, the pastor ofHNM, was put in charge of our church; he 
became our new pastor. 

Father Vader had tough shoes to fill. For over twenty years, our pastor had been Father Ken Borchardt, and 
a more beloved figure has rarely tread this earth. You see, for many of us, Father Borchardt was Sacred 
Heart. He was the reason we came here. Bear in mind that Sacred Heart is not a parish, no one lives in its 
boundaries. No one attends Sacred Heart because he or she has to. People come here because they want 
to. It has always been that way. And for many of us back then, Father Borchardt, and his kind, loving 
approach to life, his Christian faith, and his Catholic calling, was the reason we wanted to come to Sacred 
Heart. So, when Father Vader became our pastor, we were wary. We were sure no one could fill Father 
Borchardt's shoes, and, certainly, no one could take his place in our hearts. 

We were wrong. Father Vader became, not the new Father Borchardt that we had been hoping for, but a 
kind, loving, concerned pastor. that found his own way into our hearts. On the few occasions that Father 
Borchardt came back to say Mass for us, he told us how blessed we were, and how happy he was, that 
Sacred Heart was now under the tutelage of"Father Tony." And he was absolutely right. Despite his being 
full time pastor at HNM, Father Vader never left us feel.ing denied or second best. Despite his busy 
schedule, and all the challenges that come with running a big parish like HNM, he never neglected his little 
flock at Sacred Heart. He has celebrated with us when times have been good, he has consoled us when 
times have been rough. He became our pastor, and we love this man. We only wish that he could be with 

AOC 020919 



... 

us during these times, when the determination, and, more importantly, the faith of the Family of Sacred 
Heart is once again being tested. Meeting the test will be especially difficult without our beloved pastor. 
But, with your support, and the support of Bishop Perry, we, and our pastor, will find our way through this 
trial. 

We will continue to pray for Father Vader and to support him in any way we can. He is our pastor, our 
spiritual advisor, our consoler, our counselor, our priest. We want him back, and are sure that God will, in 
accordance with His will, find a way to send him back to us. 

Thanks for taking the time to read this letter, your eminence. May God bless you and all the members of 
the Archdiocese, now and forever. 

-cc: Father James T. Kaczorowski 

AOC 020920 



February 9, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George O.M.L Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

We are very sad to have learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor Father Anthony Vader. 
These allegations are stemming from actions that supposedly happened over 40 years ago. 

We have known Father Vader ever since he came to Sacred Heart Church and have always known him as a 
kind, wonderful and caring priest. We look forward to attending Mass when Father Vader is celebrating, as 
his homilies are always most informative and comforting to all. Our family travels over 13 miles one-way 
to attend services at Sacred Heart each week and we've been doing this for over 15 years. On our way to 
Mass on Saturday, we would pick up my Mom in Blue Island. At that time she was 90 years old. Fr. Vader 
always has the most kind and inspiring words for her. Before that we lived in the Beverly neighborhood 
and attended Sacred Heart Church before and after its closing. We are very happy with each priest that 
visits our little Shrine. But Fr. Vader certainly has been one of the best. 

If these allegations are true, we need to acknowledge there may be circumstances involved that we are not 
aware, and to follow the teachings of Christ by forgiving. If these allegations are not true or accurate, we 
need to pray for Father Vader and his accusers, and question their motives. Our Church teaches that we are 
all sinners and should be striving to make our lives better. Fr. Vader certainly has done this by taking on 
burdens that he did not have to do in his senior years. 

We love him, respect him, and pray this ordeal will be over as soon as possible so that Fr. Vader may return 
to Sacred Heart Church. 

Cc: Father Kaczorowski 
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February 9, 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

My fiance and I were very saddened by the news about Father Vader. 
We have been attending Sacred Heart as a couple for the past 4 1/2 years. 
We were planning to get married there in the Spring of2004. We find the 
news disheartening and feel the allegations made against Father 
Vader are false. I was saddened to see tears in our lecturer's eyes and 
the worshippers around me. My prayers are with Father Vader and the 
decision makers in the case. 
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February 9, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

I am a member of Sacred Heart Mission on the far south side of the city. I have been a 
member since 1976, before the church was closed. Father Anthony Vader took us under 
his wing when Cardinal Bernardin opened our mission and became our Administrator and 
Spiritual leader. It is because of him, that our family became so active at Sacred Heart. 
He is the most caring and kind priest I have ever known. The shock and disbelief that I 
experienced this morning when Bishop Perry informed us that Fr. Vader was removed 
due to allegations of sexual misconduct over 4D years ago were unbelievable. He has 
always been a kind and caring man in the more than 25 years that I have known him. It is 
unbelievable that anyone could charge him as they have. I pray that this whole matter 
will be resolved as quickly as possible and that Fr. Vader will be returned to shepherd his 
flock at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart as soon as possible. 

I pray for you, also, as I'm sure these matters weigh heavy on your heart. 
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To: Cardinal George 

Re: Fr. Vrder 

The allegations and charges brought against Father Vader were quite shocking; 
he has Deen a-veFy g<>OO--pfiest,. at-a»-Yme& Father Vader ha&.·~servicing1 our 
religious needs for many years. We are very thankful for him and believe he has made 
a posihve impact. m our Hves,. We will-OORURu9 to pray k>r-Aim. T 

cc: Father Kaczorowski 
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Sunday, February 9, 2003 

RE: Rev. Anthony Vader 

Francis Cardinal George 
Archbishop of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

FEB 1 3 2003 

This is the first time I have written a letter of this type. I recently 
heard the a/legations against our retired Pastor Anthony Vader. Our 
church community has been told the allegations date back fort.y 
years. While I am aware both you and Bishop Gregory have worked 
very hard on the developement of how to treat these allegations I 
wanted to share with you my personal feelings on Rev. Vader. 

I have been a member of the Sacred Heart Community since I was 
three years old over 45 years. While my brothers and sister live in 
various Chicago and Indiana communities, three of us still attend 
mass at Sacred Heart and the reason is the love, compassion and 
faith which Father Vader communicates to his parish members. 
When we leave church after the celebration of mass we often discuss 
Father Vader homily on the way home and review its meaning to us 
personally as well as to the events of todays world. 

Our youngest daughter and her best friend-served mass with 
Father Vader almost every Sunday for 2 and 112 years. And during 
the holiday season several times a day when extra services were 
added to assist with the parish needs. We would never allow- to 
be exposed to Father Vader if we had felt he was a threat to her or 
other children. Needless to say-was very unsettled by the 
allegations against Father Vader. 

I often thought of Father Vader as a lamb. Very gentle in nature, kind 
in his actions towards others. Yet strong stalwart in his leadership 
at keeping our little parish church open and running smoothly. 
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Page Two 

It is my hope that every consideration be given to address the 
accusations against Father Vader. And that his name be cleared. 
My prayers and those of my family are with him. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

CC: Rev. James Kaczorowski 
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February 9, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George and Father Kaczorowski: 

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 N. Michigan Ave, Suite 543 
Chicago IL 60611 

I just learned of allegations made against Father Vader, dating back over 40 years. I am 
writing to convey how adamantly the community of Sacred Heart desires the return of 
Father Vader to where he belongs - as celebrant of Mass on the alter of Sacred Heart. 

Father Vader has served Sacred Heart for 20 years. He is a true blessing to those of us 
who know him and benefit from his service. I value priests as extraordinary people, and 
Father Vader stands out among those extraordinary people we know as priests. Father 
Vader is a wonderful, caring, kind and warm minister to our religious needs. His 
devotion to the Church, his parishioners, and Christianity is without question. 

Father Vader carries a message through his homily every week that has meaning for me 
and that I apply in my daily life. Father Vader demonstrates a warmth and connection 
with his parishioners, much in the likeness of how I believe Jesus conducted his 
teachings. Father Vader leads by allowing his parishioners to determine the personality 
and culture of Sacred Heart, not by dictating what that personality and culture should be. 
Father Vader services us with a smile and a sense of humor that makes Sacred Heart a 
place you want to be, not a place you have to be. 

I am fortunate to have benefited from the many clergy serving the Archdiocese of 
Chicago throughout my life. I am grateful for the Catholic education I attained for 16 
years of my life. I am blessed to have parents who passed on to me the values and 
importance of Christianity and the Catholic faith. I attribute my many good fortunes in 
life to God, the Church and my faith. I believe that God, the Church and my faith carried 
me through the tougher times in my life and will continue to do so. I attend church 
regularly and contribute to it financially because of all this. 

Throughout the crisis in the Catholic Church in the United States over the past year, I 
remain solid in my convictions - choosing to maintain my active participation in the 
Church, as well as my level of financial support. As I have done in other challenging 
times, today I rely on God, the Church and my faith to do what is best. What is best in 
this case is to return Father Vader to service at Scared Heart. 
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The people of Sacred Heart deserve to have our beloved Father Vader back. Father 
Vader deserves to serve God, the Church and his faith in the way his talents best fit - in 
active service. The Archdiocese deserves to deploy its clergy where they are most 
needed - for Father Vader, this is back in active service for the people of Sacred Heart. 

I have the utmost regard for the horrible situation the crisis in the past year places on the 
Archdiocese. I do not envy the position this places on you as our leaders. But I am 
committed that we together -- Church leaders and Church members -- do the right thing. 
We cannot allow media hype and misplaced perceptions to force decisions that are a 
disservice to God, our Church and our faith. 

The right thing in this situation is to allow Father Vader to return to the service of those 
who cherish and value him at Scared Heart. We understand we have to miss him for 30 
days, but we should not have to be without him beyond that. We are the people who best 
know Father Vader in recent years and today, and we are the people who most need him 
today and tomorrow. Please heed our voices -- as we are the voices most pertinent to his 
service today. 

Sincerely, 
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February 9, 2003 
Dear Cardinal George, 

My family was so sad to learn of the allegations against our pastor, Father Anthony 
Vader, who has worked so selflessly on behalf of the Church at Sacred Heart parish. We 
cannot understand how anyone could pick him out as the target for these accusations. 

Knowing Father Vader, we know that he has forgiven and is praying for his accuser and 
because of our faith in his ability to do just that, we know that he will be cleared, beyond 
the shadow of a doubt, of these charges. Father Vader is the kind of priest that can make 
a common man a better person in Christ by his ability to help us understand the spirit of a 
complicated reading and by his constant example of compassion and forgiveness while at 
the same time projecting an image of strength in conviction that allows us to believe in 
what we know is right. 

He has strengthened my faith in the Church and in God and along with Father Scheid, 
was responsible for bringing me back to God at a time when the day to day pressures and 
responsibilities of our mortal world had driven me to such a low level of faith that I no 
longer cared about going to Mass. 

Father Vader teaches us to see the good in people. My grade school aged children look to 
Father Vader and the CCD program at Sacred Heart for the nuts and bolts of their Roman 
Catholic faith and I believe they receive the greatest gifts of understanding God through 
that involvement. 

My wife, a non-Catholic, attends mass every Sunday with us and has the utmost respect 
and admiration for Father Vader as well. We drive fifteen miles each way to join in the 
spirit of the message that Father Vader brings. It is a very genuine method he employs to 
impart that message that keeps her and many others who may be turned away by the 
antiseptic tone of many Catholic masses coming back. 

Cardinal George, we know that you will pray for Father Vader, as will all who know and 
trust him. He is the kind of priest that we need more of He is a great and humble 
servant of God and I know that he would pray to have this type of situation brought on 
himself rather than another innocent priest because that is the type of man he is. 

May God have mercy on us all. 

F~~B L 2 2003 

cc: Reverend James T. Kaczorowski 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry D.D. 
Auxiliary Ilishop of Chicago 
Episcopal Vicar ofVicariate VI 

P.O. Box 733 
South Holland, Illinois 60473 

February 9, 2002 

Dear members of the Holy Name of Mary Parish family, 

708-339-2474 
Fax: 708-339-2477 

I regret to inform you that your pastor emeritus, Fr. Anthony Vader, has been withdrawn 
from all parish ministry following allegations received by officials of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago this Fall that he engaged in sexual misconduct more than 40 years ago with minors 
while he served as an assistant pastor at the now closed Holy Cross Parish in Chicago's 
Woodlawn neighborhood. 

These allegations have been reported to the Cook County States Attorney. 

In its first-stage review last month, the independent Fitness Review Board found that 
there was reasonable cause to suspect that sexual abuse of minors had occurred. In accord with 
national and local archdiocesan policies, the Review Board recommended to Cardinal George 
that, pending further review under the norms of church law, Fr. Vader be temporarily withdrawn 
from all ministry. Cardinal George accepted that recommendation. Fr. Vader is now residing in 
a monitored and restricted setting and has been directed not to be alone with minors. 

Archdiocesan officials have not received any other allegations of misconduct involving 
Fr. Vader. However, if any parishioner has additional information or a concern to raise, please 
contact Fr. Jam es Flynn, myself or the Archdiocesan Fitness Review Administrator directly at 1-
800-994-6200. However, you may also report any allegation directly to the Cook County States 
Attorney's office at 312-603-5440. 

I am meeting with your parish leaders to determine how I might be of help to your parish 
at this difficult time. Representatives of the Archdiocesan Assistance Ministry will meet with 
your community soon. I have assured Fr. Flynn of my willingness to answer any and all 
questions you might have about these issues. Please pray for the Lord's healing for all 
associated with this painful issue. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

,J~··o'-l} 
Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 
Episcopal Vicar of Vicariate VI 

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago's official home page on the World Wide Web 
http://www.archdiocese-chgo.org 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry D.D. 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 
Episcopal Vicar ofVicariate VI 

P.O. Box 733 
South Holland, Illinois 60473 

February 9, 2002 

Dear members of the Sacred Heart Mission Family, 

708-339-2474 
Fax: 708-339-2477 

I regret to inform you that Fr. Anthony Vader has been withdrawn from all parish 
ministry following allegations received by officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago this Fall that 
he engaged in sexual misconduct more than 40 years ago with minors while he served as an 
assistant pastor at the now closed Holy Cross Parish in Chicago's Woodlawn neighborhood. 

These allegations have been reported to the Cook County States Attorney. 

In irs first-stage review last month, the independent Fitness Review Board found that 
there was reasonable cause to suspect that sexual abuse of minors had occurred. In accord with 
national and local archdiocesan policies, the Review Board recommended to Cardinal George 
that, pending further review under the norms of church law, Fr. Vader be temporarily withdrawn 
from all ministry. Cardinal George accepted that recommendation. Fr. Vader is now residing in 
a monitored and restricted setting and has been directed not to be alone with minors. 

Archdiocesan officials have not received any other allegations of misconduct involving 
Fr. Vader. However, if any parishioner has additional information or a concern to raise, please 
contact myself, Holy Name of Mary pastor Fr. James Flynn or the Archdiocesan Fitness Review 
Administrator directly at 1-800-994-6200. However, you may also report any allegation directly 
to the Cook County States Attorney's office at 312-603-5440. 

I am meeting with your community leaders to determine how I might be of help to you at 
this difficult time. Representatives of the Archdiocesan Assistance Ministry will meet with your 
community soon. I wish to assure you of my willingness to answer any and all questions you 
might have about these issues. Please pray for the Lord's healing for all associated with this 
painful issue. 

Since. rely yours in S9;t, 

+J_._y*·va 
Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 
Episcopal Vicar of Vicariate VI 

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago's official home page on the World Wide Web 
http://www.archdiocese-chgo.org 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
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( l 81 Dr~!!Y)bmary 9, 2002 
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Dear members of the Sacred Heart Mission Family) 

l regret ta infonn you that Rev. Anthony Vader has been withdrawn from all parish 
ministry following allegations received by officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago this Fall that 
he engaged in sexual misconduct more than 40 years ago with [two] minor females while he 
served as an assistant pMtor Olt the now closed Holy Cross Parish in Chicago's Woodlawn 
neighborhood. 

This allegation has been reported to the Cook County State's Attorney. 

Jn its first-stage review last month, the independent Fitness Review Board found that 
there was reasonable cause to suspect that sexual abuse of minors had occurred. The Review 
Board reconunended to Cardinal George that, pending a second-stage review and further 
canonical review, Fr. Vader be temporarily withdrawn from all ministry. Cardinal George t/ri10<d) 
accepted that recommendation this week. In accord with archdiocesan policies, Fr. Pt:eei1111on is 
residing in a monitored and restricted setting and has been directed not to be alone with minors. 

Archdiocesan officials have not received any other allegations of misconduct involving 
Fr. Vader. However. if any parishioner has additional infonnation or a concern to raise, please 
contact one of the ministers at the Mission; the pastor o!Holy Name of Mary. Fr. James Flynn; 
myself. or the Archdiocesan Fitness Review Administrator directly at 1-800-994-6200. 

T have assured Mrs. Weidner, Sr. Marianne, and Ms. Marrin of my willingnass to answer 
any and all questions you might have about these issues to the best of my ability. Please pray for 
the Lord's healing for all associated with this painful issue. 

With gratitude for your understanding and hope in the Lord for our future, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Moi:t Rev. Jo11eph N. Perry 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 
Episcopal Vicar ofVicariate VI 

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago'& official home page on ttie World Wide Web 
http:/tvmw.archdlocesa•cl'IQO.org 
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February 9, 2003 

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 N. Michigan Ave. -Suite.543 
Chicago, 1L 60611 

Dear Fr. Kaczorowski, 

T am a member of Sacred Heart Mission on the far south side of the city. Ihave been a 
member since 1976, before the church was closed. Father Anthony Vader took us under 
his wing when Cardinal.B.ernardin opened _our .. mission .. and .. became. our ..Administrator. and 
Spiritual leader. It is because of him, that our family became so active at Sacred Heart. 
He is the most caring and kind priest r have ever known. The.shock and disbe)jef.that I 
experienced this morning when Bishop Perry informed us that Fr. Vader was removed 
due to allegations ofsexuaLmisconduct..m!:er 40_}'..ears .. ago ..wereunbelieYable. .. He.has 
always been a kind and caring man in the more than 25 years that I have known him. ft is 
unbelievable that anyone could .charge him as they have. T .pray that this whole matter 
will be resolved as quickly as possible and that Fr. Vader will be returned to shepherd his 
flock at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart as soon as possible. 

I pray for you, also, as i'm sure these matters weigh heavy on your heart. 

Sincerely, 

. ' . 
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February 9, 2003 

Dear Rev. Koczorowski, 

My fiance and I were very saddened by the news about Father Vader. 
We have been attending Sacred Heart as a couple for the past 4 1/2 years. 
We were planning to get married there in the Spring of2004. We find the 
news disheartening and feel the allegations made against Father 
Vader are false. I was saddened to see tears in our lecturer's eyes and 
the worshippers around me. My prayers are with Father Vader and the 
decision makers in the case. 
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Francis cardinal George, O.M.I., 
Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George: 

February 10, 2003 

I have been a registered parishioner at Sacred Heart Mission Church for almost twenty 
years. Sunday was a sad day for all of us when Bishop Perry informed us of the 
allegations made against our beloved pastor, Fr. Tony Vader. Fr. Vader has been an 
inspiration and he will be sorely missed by all of us. 

Under Fr. Vader's example and service, the community of Sacred Heart has grown to be 
one of the most unique religious families I have ever experienced in my seventy odd 
years of being a Roman Catholic. 

To learn that because of allegations (over forty years old) that Fr. Vader will be unable to 
celebrate Mass was most disturbing to me. I shall surely pray for him and believe that 
this crisis is one he will be able to handle due to his faith and disposition. 

Please handle this situation with diligence and speed. We miss, and want, our good 
pastor to return to Sacred Heart as quickly as possible. 

Sincerely, 

/k 
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February 10, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George: 

My family and I would like to express our unwavering support for our friend and priest, 
Father Anthony Vader. We understand that certain individuals have recently made 
claims against Father Vader that date back 40 years ago. We are saddened and surprised 
by these claims and find them impossible to believe. 

Father Vader has been our priest at Sacred Heart Church for close to 20 years and a close 
family friend for more than 30 years. He baptized both of our children, .. and 

- who admire and respect him. We consider Father Vader to be an extension of 
our family, · · 

In fact, Father Vader is a part o every ce e ra ion an 1mpo a 
occasion in our family. But this is not just a social relationship, as we rely on Father 
Vader's common sense, worldly perspective and commitment to Jesus Christ to guide us 
through our daily lives. Further, he has helped us develop an appreciation for our good 
fortunes and to care deeply about the needs of people in crisis throughout the world. 

We look forward to a quick resolution to this issue so that Father Vader can return to his 
life's work and to the people who love and need him. 

copies to: 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Rev. Anthony Vader 
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February 10, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL. 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

,_ ,_ ' ) ~ ' . :'. .. · v j 

We have just learned of the allegations made against Father Vader 
dating back 40 years or more. As a result, this wonderful priest cannot 
celebrate Mass and must remain in Mundelein for at least 30 days. 
We are devastated as he must be also! These allegations are 
shocking and unbelievable! 

We have known Father for at least 20 years and can't understand or 
believe any of this. He is a truly religious, kind and honest person. I 
think he has the same presence as Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, 
another priest wrongly accused. We are praying that these 
accusations are recanted soon. 

Cc: Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
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February 10, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
PO Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

FE8 1 3 20C3 

lam writing in regarding the accusations of our pastor and beloved family friend Fr. 
Anthony Vader. The allegations are simply unbelievable. I have known Fr. Vader all of 
my 31 years of life and consider him a member of my family. He presided over my 
marriage, baptized all three of my children, and has counseled me in times of despair. He 
has joined my family for dinner almost every night of the week for as long as I can 
remember. My family knows Father Vader perhaps better than any other family does. 
He is and has always been a person of the utmost professionalism, never faltering from 
his love of God and his duty to serve Him and pass along His word. Father Vader is a 
compassionate, intelligent, moral, ethical man who deserves to be treated as such. He is 
greatly needed by the families of Sacred Heart Church and Holy Name of Mary Church 
and should not be required to be confined to the Cardinal Stritch retreat house. He is an 
incredible man and loved and respected by everyone who knows him-regardless of race. 
For Father Vader of all people to be accused of misconduct is preposterous. We love him 
and are prepared to stand by him no matter what. 

Copies to: Rev. James Kaczrowski, Vicar of Priests 
Rev. Anthony J. Vader 
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO 

February 10, 2003 
- - _ . ..) 

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski: 

Greetings. May this letter find you in the best of health and spirit. The purpose of this letter is to offer our support and 
prayers for our beloved Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader. We learned that Fr. Vader has been accused of improper conduct 
some 45 years ago. Our group cannot believe that Fr. Vader would be subject to such malicious lies as has been 
leveled at him. As a matter of fact, we are surprised that the Committee hearing this case even found some merit to 
move it forward. 

Our group, the Samahang Santo Nino, Midwest USA, an organization venerating the Infant Jesus, was formed 23 years 
ago. The organization has hundreds of member families throughout the Midwest and many other States across the 
country. Fr. Vader has been our Spiritual Director since the group's formation. He has faithfully served the needs of 
the group, the community and all its ethnic diversity. Outside of the weekly devotions, he ministered to our needs: 
baptizing our children, marrying some couples, counseling the troubled, visiting the sick, burying our dead, leading our 
pilgrimages, helping those discriminated against, helping others find jobs and supporting our religious, cultural 
celebrations such as the Christmas Simbang Gabi. Our group found that although Fr. Vader was then running a big 
parish, the Holy Name of Mary, he always found time to respond to our needs. He even found time to be Spiritual 
Director of several Filipino-American organizations and other ethnic organizations, providing support to a group of 
people away from their homeland. On his many visits to the Philippines, he has shared his limited financial resources 
with the seminaries and homes for the abandoned, poor children. 

In all these years of association with Fr. Vader, and several of us have known Fr. Vader as far back as the late 1950s 
and early 1960s, his words and actions have conveyed nothing but the highest ethical and respectful behavior and the 
most inspiring spiritual integrity. We, therefore, urge the Committee and all decision makers to look closely, listen 
intently and appreciate the integrity of Fr. Anthony J. Vader, who has served God and man most faithfully for the last 
fifty years. 

We, members of the Samahang Santo Nino, and the rest of the Filipino-American community, here in the United 
States and the Philippines, pray for Fr. Vader's strength and health and unshakable faith in the Almighty as he suffers 
this heavy cross. We pray for the Committee and decision makers for their enlightened judgment. Most especially, we 
pray for the accusers, that God may enlighten them and guide them to tell only the truth and not be motivated and 
influenced by any material or financial gains from their allegations. 

We firmly believe that like his "brother", the late beloved Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, Fr. Vader is innocent of these 
allegations. We only hope and pray that this horrendous burden with its unthinkable suffering does not kill Fr. Vader. 

Thank you for listening to us and considering our appeal. Please give back to us and to the community the caring, 
loving, prayerful and honest Fr. Vader, who had and will always be a part of our families and the source of strength 
and guidance of our spiritual lives. 

If during the investigation and deliberation process, it is possible for Fr. Vader's friends to come and listen or to 
present statements of support to the Committee, please contact 

Also feel free to call any of us in the attached signature sheets. Thank 
you. 

Sincerely and prayerfully yours, 

The members of the Samahang Santo Nino (Please see attached signatures.) 

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
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OUR LADY OF FATIMA FAMILY ROSARY CRUSADE 
in support of 

Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader 
February 10, 2003. 
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DEAR CARDINAL GEORGE February 10, 2003 

The allegations made against our Pastor Father Vader reportably date back 40 years. If these allegations are 
true why did they wait so long? Basically they are looking for a fast settlement. 

Father Vader is a good priest, I cannot believe he did anything wrong. These women have their eye on 
money; they would not do this for anyother reason. Don't let them get a way with it. 

c.c. Rev James T. Kaczorowski 
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO 
Clo 

February 10, 2003 

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kac7.0rowski: 

Greetings. May this letter find you in the best of health and spirit. The 
purpose of this letter is to offer our support and prayers for our beloved Rev. 
Fr. Anthony J. Vader. 

We learned that Fr. Vader has been accused of improper conduct some 45 
years ago. Our group cannot believe that Fr. Vader would be subject to such 
malicious lies as has been leveled at him. As a matter of fact., we are 
surprised that the Committee hearing this case even found some merit to 
move it forward. 

Our group,. the Samahang Santo Nino, Midwest USA. an organization 
venerating the Infant Jesus, was formed 23 years ago. The organization has 
hundreds of member families througlliout the Midwest and many other States 
across the country. 

Fr. Vader has been our Spiritual Director since the group's formation. He 
bas faithfully served the needs of the~ group, the community and all its ethnic 
diversity. Outside of the weekly devotions, he ministered to our needs: 
baptizing our children., marrying some couples, counseling the troubled, 
visiting the sick. burying our dead, leading our pilgrimages, helping those 
discriminated against, helping other.; fmd jobs and supporting our religious, 
cultural celebrations such as the C~ Simbang Gabi. Our group found 
that although Fr. Vader was then running a big parish,. the Holy Name of 
Mary, he always found time to respond to our needs. He even found time to 
be Spiritual Director of several Filipino-American organizations and other 
ethnic organizations, providing support to a group of people away from their 
homeland. On his many visits to the Philippines, he has shared his limited 

AOC 020959 



financial resources with the seminaries and homes for the abandoned, poor 
children. 

In all these years of association with Fr. Vader, and several of us have 
known Fr. Vader as far back as the late 1950s and early 1960s, his words 
and actions have conveyed nothing but the highest ethical and respectful 
behavior and the most inspiring spiritual integrity. 

We, therefore, urge the Committee and all decision makers to look closely, 
listen intently and appreciate the integrity of Fr. Anthony J. Vader, who has 
seived God and man most faithfully for the last fifty years. 

We, members of the Samahang Santo Nino, and the rest of the Filipino
American community, here in the United States and the Philippines, pray for 
Fr. Vader's strength and health and wnshakable faith in the Almighty as he 
suffers this heavy cross. We pray for the Committee and decision makers 
for their enlightened judgment. Most especially, we pray for the accusers, 
that God may enlighten them and guide them to tell only the truth and not be 
motivated and influenced by any material or financial gains from their 
allegations. 

We firmly believe that like his "brother,,, die late beloved Joseph Cardinal 
Bernardin, Fr. Vader is innocent of these allegations. We only hope and 
pray that this horrendous burden with its unthinkable suffering does not kill 
Fr. Vader. 

Thank you for listening to us and considering our appeal. Please give back 
to us and to the community the caring, loving, prayerful and honest Fr. 
Vader, who had and will always be a part of our families and the source of 
strength and guidance of our spiritual lives. 

Sincerely and prayerfully yours, 

The members of the Samahang Santo Nino 
(Please see attached signatures.) 

Cc: Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
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February 10, 2003 

Dear Father Kaczorowski, 

This is a copy of the letter we sent to Cardinal George. 

Sincerely, 
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February 10, 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

We were at our weekly 4:00 PM Mass at Sacred Heart Church on February 8, 
2003 when we were asked to pray for Father Vader. At first, we thought he was 
ill, but then we were told that Father Vader needed our prayers and support 
because of 40-year-old allegations. This is incredible, unbelievable and shocking. 
Father Vader has been at Sacred Heart for over 20 years, as Administrator and 
more recently, as retired Pastor, celebrating Mass and ministering to our religious 
needs. He is always cheerful and upbeat with an especially caring attitude. He 
has been an inspiration in our lives with the down-to-earth words he speaks in his 
homilies. 

All four of our children were baptized at Sacred Heart. Our oldest is 31 and 
youngest, 25. When our son and then our daughter decided to get married, Father 
Vader graciously helped with their baptismal certificates that needed to be 
updated in order for them to be married in the Catholic Church. 

We are all hoping and praying that Father Vader will be back with us soon. He is 
a wonderful person and doesn't deserve this, nor do we, the parishioners. He will 
be sorely missed. 

Please, Cardinal George, do all that you can to help get Father Vader back to us! 

Sincerely, 
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February 11, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, II. 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

We are all saddened at the allegations directed at Father Vader. Our family 
has known Father Vader since he came to Sacred Heart Church. 

We have had our grandson baptized by him and our grandson also made his 
First Holy Communion and Confirmation at Sacred Heart under the direction 
of Sacred Heart Church. We have been practicing Catholics for over seventy 
(70) years and developed a closeness with Father Vader and Sacred Heart 
that we never had at any other parish (5 different churches). All of this is 
attributed to the leadership and communication abilities of Father Vader. 

We sincerely hope and pray that this entire "nightmare" for all of us ends 
soon. 

We can never repay him for what he has done for us spiritually, but at least 
we can give him our sincere support in these sad times. 

Sincerely yours, 
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February 11, 2003 
Dear Cardinal George, 

Last Sunday, February 9, 2003, my fellow parishioners and I received the news that 

our beloved Pastor, Rev. Anthony Vader, is the subject of allegations of near-ancient 

impropriety. This is totally shocking. 

Father Vader has been the heart of Sacred Heart since he accepted the 

responsibility of overseeing us so we could reopen over 20 years ago. I first came to 

know him outside of the pulpit when he said my dad's funeral in July of~. Then he 

performed my wedding(~, and Baptized both of my children ( ). He 

sometimes visits my.grade Catechism class to say hello and offer support. 

I've had several opportunities to converse privately with him; it is a very pleasant 

experience. Father is smart, compassionate, well read, well traveled, and quite funny. 

During one of my marriage preparation meetings with him (while he was still Pastor at 

Holy Name of Mary) some neighborhood children rang the doorbell - they were looking 

for candy. Father sent them on their way empty-handed. He was concerned that not all 

of them were honest, and cautioned me against being alone with a child not my own. I 

have heeded his words in my work at my children's school. 

Among Father Vader's fans is my father-in-law. •says that 

there's something about Fr. Vader that really gets him in the heart. Although he's only 

been to Sacred Heart five times 

) Father's words and tone have stayed with him. He regularly asks how 

Father is doing and tells me how much he was affected by his homilies. Now I have to 

work up the courage to tell him of Father's situation. This is not going to be pleasant. 

Respectfully, 

cc: Father James T. Kaczorowski 
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Feb.11,2003 

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar For priests 
645 N. Michigan Ave. Suite 543 
Chicago, Ill. 60611 

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski, 

~ c 
..L {-.! 

Our family was greatly devastated upon learning about the recent 
accusations against Fr. Anthony Vader. We have known Fr. Vader for 
more than 2 decades now and he has been our Spiritual Director 
for over 20 years. During our difficult times, he was always there to 
give us spiritual guidance, moral support and help us gain our power 
and strength through powerful prayers throughout the years. We know 
Fr. Vader as a caring, loving, honest, respectful, respectable, very sincere, 
compassionate, and a very Holy man who can be likened to our Beloved 
Cardinal Bernardin. Fr. Vader joins us on our weekly rosary and novena 
prayers to the Infant Jesus and our Lady of Fatima. This proves that Fr. 
Vader is very spiritually dedicated & committed to his job, to the people 
and to the community. 

These accusations against Fr. Vader and all the other priests are emotionally 
and psychologically affecting families. Some people appear to undermine 
and try to damage the Archdiocese. Some of these cases are motivated only 
by economic & financial interests. So, Father, we ask of you to please do a 
thorough investigation before arriving at a drastic conclusion to this very 
sensitive matter. We are hoping that Fr. Vader may continue with his 
commitment to serve the people in the Midwest, as a leader of worship, 
builder of the community and his ministry abroad. 

We will continue to pray for Fr. Vader, for the Committee, for you and all 
the priests in the Archdiocese, and all the accusers that may the Lord 
enlighten their minds and may they realize that what they are doing is not 
in God's will. More power to you and we will always keep you in our 
prayers. Thank you. 

Sincerely Y o~rs in Christ, 

(!, [,, ~ t P l b r ~ U. (;,, E.O(UJ) £ 

r fl , c ... D £ 1> c:. er 
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February 11,2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
ARCHDIOCESE OF ClllCAGO 
P.O. BOX 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

FEB 1 3 2003 

The only words to describe our reaction to the 40 year old allegations against our beloved 
retired Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader, are unbelievable, incredible and shocking! Our hearts 
go out to Father Vader and we want Your Eminence to know that we stand beside Fr. 
Vader during this time of adversity. We know him to be a good priest, steadfast and true. 

Father Vader's absence leaves us with a great void, and a legacy too big to fill. He has 
taught us well, to be a brother/sister, and a friend ... to place our egos aside, so we may 
do God's work. He has shown us what God had in mind when he created us, and for that, 
we are grateful. We are his sheep and he is our shepherd, always instructing us that Jesus 
loves us, to follow the commandments of God, to persevere, and to carry our crosses. 
We, the parishioners of Sacred Heart are his precious children. He is the driving force 
behind everything accomplished at Sacred Heart and we pledge him our fidelity. 

We hope that soon Fr. Vader will be restored to his Ministry at Sacred Heart Church. 
We pray that our Blessed Mother will wrap her protective mantel around him at this 
difficult time. 

Thank you for your intercession and consideration. Please know, Cardinal George, that 
you have our support and prayers no matter what the outcome of this situation. 

Respectfully, 

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar of Priests. 
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OUR LADY OF FATIMA FAMILY ROSARY CRUSADE 
Clo 

February 11, 2003 

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski: 

May God's blessings be with you. We are writing this letter to offer our support and prayers for our beloved Rev. Fr. 
Anthony J. Vader. We learned that Fr. Vader has been accused of improper conduct some 45 years ago. Like most 
other Filipino American groups and those at Fr. Vader's parishes, our group cannot believe that Fr. Vader would be 
subjected to such malicious and hurtful lies. As a matter of fact, we are surprised that the Committee hearing this case 
even found some merit to move it forward. 

Our group, Our Lady of Fatima Family Rosary Crusade, an organization promoting family and community devotion to 
our Lady of Fatima, was formed several years ago. We have several member families in the Southwest side of 
Chicago and suburbs. Fr. Vader has been involved in our activities. He has ministered to our members' needs: 
baptizing our children, marrying some couples, counseling the troubled, visiting the sick, burying our dead, leading our 
pilgrimages, helping those discriminated against, helping others find jobs and supporting our religious, cultural 
celebrations. 

In all our years of association with Fr. Vader, and several of us have known Fr. Vader as far back as the late 1950s and 
early 1960s, his words and actions have conveyed nothing but the highest ethical and respectful behavior and the most 
inspiring spiritual integrity. We, therefore, urge the Committee and all decision makers to look closely, listen intently 
and appreciate the integrity of Fr. Anthony J. Vader, who has served God and man most faithfully for the last fifty 
years. 

We, members of Our Lady of Fatima Family Rosary Crusade, and the rest of the Filipino-American community, here 
in the United States and the Philippines, pray for Fr. Vader's strength and health and unshakable faith in the Almighty 
as he suffers this heavy cross. We pray for the Committee and decision makers for their enlightened judgment. Most 
especially, we pray for the accusers, that God may enlighten them and guide them to tell only the truth and not be 
motivated and influenced by any material or financial gains from their allegations. 

We firmly believe that like the late beloved Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, Fr. Vader is innocent of these allegations. We 
only hope and pray that this horrendous burden with its unthinkable suffering does not kill him. 

Thank you for listening to us and considering our appeal. Please give back to us and to the community the caring, 
loving, prayerful and honest Fr. Vader, who had and will always be a part of our families and the source of strength 
and guidance of our spiritual lives. 

If during the investigation and deliberation process, it is possible for Fr. Vader's friends to come and listen or to 
present statements of support to the Committee, please contact ••••••••••••••••••• 
Also, please feel free to call any of us in the attached signature sheets. Thank you. 

Sincerely and prayerfully yours, 

The members of Our Lady of Fatima Family Rosary Crusade (Please see attached signatures.) 

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. / 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert _, 

l r_,) 
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Feb. 12, 201)3 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago,IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George; 

FEB 1 3 2003 

We have just learned of the allegations made against our 
dear Father Vader. These allegations and the requirement 
that he must remain at Mundelein for at least 30 days are 
just incredible. 

Father Vader has been an inspiration to us as well as a 
kind person and a wonderful priest. He has been there for 
our families baptisms, First Communion's and 2 years ago for 
out renewal of vows for our SOth wedding anniversary. My 
husband is now in the hospital in critical condition and 
when we called Father he was there within the hour and 
he was such a comfort to me and to my entire family. 

~e, along with everyone else at ~acred 4eart owe him so 
much and will always continue to believe in him and support 
him. 

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorows~i 
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February 121 2003 

Francis Cardinal George OMI 
Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
~.0. Box 19-79-
Chicagoi IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

r- i.="8 1 <. ')!;0j" 
'-' j_ , : L.vJ 

I am writing to express to you my total shock and utter disbelief at the news of 
certain allegations made against Father Anthony Vader of Sacred Heart Chttrch. 
Father Vader has been nothing but exemplary in perfonning his duties as a priest. 

He graciously served as pastor of our little clrnrch, Sacred Heart of the Chicago 
South Side. I know no other priest to be as real and down-to-earth as he. I grew 
up at Sacred Heart and had the- pleasure of Father Vader performing my wedding 
ceremony. He supported my husband and I through the spiritual path that led us 
down the aisle of Sacred n:eart 
In addition, he baptized my niece and has offered his guidance to other members 
of my family. I pray that Father Vader can soon be allowed to say masses again. I 
also pray that you too will see that he is a big part of our family and that his 
reputation not be tarnished. 

Respectfully yours, 

Cc: Rev. James-Kaczorowski 
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Feb. 12,2002 

Dear Cardinal George, 

The only words to describe my reaction to the 40-year-old allegations against Father Vader are shock 
and disbelief. I bow him to be an outstanding priest, always. I simply cannot understand how 
anyone could charge him as they have. 

Forty years ago, how much credibility could there be? I do not know Father Vader's accusers or their 
motives, but I have strong suspicions. 

I know you are a fair and good man, please judge Father Vader individually and do not lump him in 
with priests who may have violated their trust. 
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Feb. 12,2002 

Dear Father Kaczorowski, 

The allegations and resulting requirement, that Father Vader spend thirty days at the Retreat House 
at Mundelein, are incredible, unbelievable and shocking. Father Vader has been at our Church for 
more than twenty years, as Administrator and more recently, as retired Pastor, celebrating Mass and 
ministering to our religious needs. 

I know Father Vader to be an outstanding individual and priest. My fear is that Father Vader might 
be lumped in with other priests who have violated their trust. I cannot and will not believe that Father 
Vader violated his trust, at anytime. Please, ensure that Father Vader is judged separately and fairly. 

Sincerely, 
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Date: February 13, 2003 

To: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago IL 60690 

Cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 

From: 

Subject: 

645 N. Michigan Ave, Suite 543 
Chicago IL 60611 

Deministration of Father Anthony J. Vader 

Mid-morning Saturday 2111/03 I called Father Vader to ask him ifhe had plans for lunch. 
My wife and I periodically treat him to a meal out. It was at this time he notified me of 
the allegations of 40 years ago. I could detect the quivering in his voice as he told me. 

We have a unique congregation at Sacred Heart. It is composed mainly of people who, 
for one reason or another, are dissatisfied with the liturgies of their geographical parishes. 

My wife and I started attending Sacred Heart nearly 20 years ago. I cannot remember 
precisely when I met Father Vader, but I know it has been at least 10 years. Our initial 
one-on-one with Father Vader was in 1998 when he visited me in the hospital -

Father Vader is among the best homilists I have ever heard. His messages are delivered 
in a brief style - and are issue and current event relevant. He is able to hold one's 
attention versus many of today's long winded orators. 

Last Spring Father celebrated the 50th anniversary of his ordination. The congregation 
expressed our appreciation for his work with a reception. More than 150 people attended, 
including some of our Archdiocese hierarchy. 

It is my opinion that 30 days "house arrest" is uncalled for in this instance, and only adds 
to the stress of the situation for Father Vader. As a it is my opinion 
the matter should not take that long to investigate. A decision should be reached sooner, 
to enable Father Vader back where he belongs - serving the people of Sacred Heart. 
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KONSULADO PANLAHAT NG PILIPINAS 
Tel. No. (312) 332-6458 
Fax ·No. (312) 332-3657 CHICAGO 

CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE PHILIPPINES 
30 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 2100 

Chicago, Illinois 60602 

His Eminence 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL. 60690 

Your Eminence, 

13 February 2003 

The Philippine Consulate General in Chicago and myself are very 
disturbed to team that Father Anthony J. Vader is under investigation by the 
Church. 

I speak for my country and countless of my people here and outside the 
state of Illinois as well as those back home when I say that we have the highest 
and absolute regard for Fr. Vader. 

For being an exemplary pastoral model and for his continued unselfish 
love and concern for the young, adult, and elder members of the Filipino
American community which began 45 years ago, Fr. Vader was awarded the 
Philippine Presidential Citation on 23 June 1999. 

Please count on the Philippine Consulate General and myself to strongly 
vouch for the reputable character of Fr. Anthony J. Vader. 

. . . . I . 

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 

Very truly yours in Christ, 

h.-t~Ji.. t- -~~ 
EMELINDA LEE-PINEDA 

Consul General 

" o1.;. 
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FEBRUARY 13, 2003 

Dear CARDINAL GEORGE, 

We are writing to you on behalf of Father Vader, Pastor of Sacred Heart Church. We are 
deeply disturbed by the allegations that have been brought forth against him. We find it 
hard to believe that anyone could charge him as they have done. Father Vader has given 
my family a place to call home. My children attend the religious education program at 
Sacred Heart and we have been loyal parishioners for many years. 

This past summer my brother wanted to have his first child baptized. He had just moved 
to -· and went to his local catholic church. My brother 
··············••and had been unable to work. The church 
REFUSED to baptize his baby unless he provided them with copies of his income tax 
returns and pledged 10% of his income to the church. These were their requirements to 
become a parishioner. He could not even keep up with his bills. I approached Father 
Vader about this situation. And as to be expected with Father Vader, he graciously agreed 
to perform the ceremony for my family. My brother tried to give him a donation for his 
kindness but again Father Vader told him to put it in the Sunday collection. 

The point that we are trying to get across is that at a time when people are losing faith in 
the Catholic Church there are priests such as Father Vader who are there to renew that 
faith and hope. We stand by this man and plead with you to reconsider your actions . 

. ··. 

'· 
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February 14, 2003 

Dear-

I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony 
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr. 
Vader. 

I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest. 
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very 
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the 
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the 
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be 
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the 
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step 
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry. 

In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your 
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank 
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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February 14, 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

I just learned of the allegations made against my friend, Father Anthony Vader. These 
reportedly date back forty plus years and as a result, I am told Father Vader cannot 
celebrate Mass and must remain at the retreat house in Mundelein for at least 30 days. 
This news comes as a shock and is unbelievable to all that truly know him. 

When I was in my late twenties I had the pleasure to work with Father Vader as a 
Eucharistic Minister at Sacred Heart in Chicago. As a practicing Catholic all my life and 
having attended Catholic grade school and high school I have heard many homilies. 
Father Vader is the only Priest that would explain the Gospel in real-life meaning terms 
and after he spoke you came away with wanting to be a better person. No one else has 
ever had that impact on me. Unfortunately, I moved from the area and have struggled 
very hard to find a Church with Priests that could encourage and speak with such 
meaning. Father Vader came to our home and blessed our first child and celebrated her 
baptism. I am in shock over these allegations and find it disheartening that a man who 
can touch so many and make this world a better place cannot celebrate Mass any longer. 
I have often traveled a good distance to hear him speak because I know his words would 
get me through any problems and I would leave feeling much better. I am thirty-two 
years old and as life gets more difficult we need more leaders like Father Vader to get us 
through the hard times. 

I pray for him and for you so that God will give you the strength to do the right thing. He 
deserves our support and we will give him back what he's given to us. Please consider 
that this man is not a threat to society; the crime is that he is not able to celebrate Mass. 
For that we all suffer. 
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February 14, 2003 

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan Ave.- Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Rev. Father: 

This letter comes to you regard~ather Anthony Joseph Vader and the accusations brought 
against him. We, his family in ~oth shocked and outraged that anyone wold question Father 
Vader's integrity or accuse him of compromising his priestly vocation. While we understand that the 
Diocese of Chicago must review and evaluate any accusations brought against one of their own we cannot 
accept the accusations and find them ludicrous. 

I have known Father Vader since before his Ordination as he came to each year for vacation. He 
lived in our home, and became part of our family as he does today during his visits. I have also been on 
pilgrimages with him. I can state without hesitation that he is foremost a Priest both then and now; a man 
of dedication to his family and his ministry. I am sure you will agree with me that Father Vader had and 
continues to have opportunities, while on vacation, to put aside his priestly vows. Never once did we see 
him or hear him violate those vows. 

For 50 some years he has always been there to counsel and console his family. 

Father Vader's life as a priest speaks for itself. He has given, and continues to give, his life for the rights 
and well being of all his brother and sisters in Christ especially the Black community and Filipino 
American community. He has always been true to God and His church, true to his vocation, and true to 
himself. 

May God have mercy on the soul of the accused and the accusers. We pray that the truth will triumph. 

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
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Francis Cardinal George, 0. M. I. 
Archbishop Archdiocese of Chicago 
P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

February 14, 2003 

I am write to express my support of Father Anthony Vader after learning of the 
unbelievable allegations made against him. 

I have been attending Mass at Sacred Heart Church for a number of years. 
I have always found Father Vader to be wonderful priest. I enjoyed attending a Mass 
celebrated by Father Vader because he made them more meaningful. His sermons 
were always inspiring and thought provoking. They were never pompous or 
pretentious as, unfortunately, some priests' sermons are prone to be. 

Naturally, I find the allegations against Father Vader to be shocking. They are 
difficult for me to understand since the Father Vader I know is a wonderful and kind 
person as well as being a dedicated priest. 

I can only hope that you will be guided by the Holy Spirit in making your 
decision regarding Father Vader so that he may be exonerated. 

Thank you for your consideration. I will continue to pray for you and Father 
Vader. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Rev. James Kaczorowski 

,'.J 
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ARCHDKXESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

February 14, 2003 

Dear 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003 and 
conducted a First Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct against Anthony 
Vader [Retired] pursuant to Article § 1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of 
Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
that Anthony Vader did engage in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Cardinal has also 
... Board's recommendation that Anthony Vader 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the Office of 
Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. You may reach them at 312.751.8267. 

Sincerely, 

;'1f,~~UZO, 
Cc: Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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ARCHDICXISE OF CHICAGO 

om~ of P,of<'"""'l Fitru"' Revi<W ' 

February 14, 2003 

Rev. Anthony Vader 
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 N. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Fr. Vader, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003 and 
conducted a First Stage Review regarding allegation of sexual 
misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of 
Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
that you did engage in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Cardinal has also accepted the 
Board's recommendation that you · · 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev. James 
Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. You may reach him at 312.642.1837. 

L ah McCluskey ~ 
Professional Fitness Review AdQtrator 

Cc: Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Offi" of Pmf=ioMI Fitn= R~iew ' 

February 14, 2003 

Rev. Anthony Vader 
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 N. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Fr. Vader, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003 and 
conducted a First Stage Review regarding allegation of sexual misconduct 
against you pursuant to Article§ 1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
. that you did engage in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Cardinal has also accepted the 

Board's recommendation that you 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev. James 
Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. You may reach him at 312.642.1837. 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Admi 

Cc: Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Offko of Prof.,>iornl Fitne~ Rovi~ ' 

February 14, 2003 

Dear 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003 and 
conducted a First Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct against Anthony 
Vader [Retired] pursuant to Article § 1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of 
Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
that Anthony Vader did engage in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Cardinal has also 
accepted the Board's recommendation that Anthony Vader 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the Office of 
Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. You may reach them at 312.751.8267. 

L h McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Adm' 

Cc: Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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-- B. 

-

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003 

Bishop Perry Agenda 

1. Priests: 

2. 

3. 

a) 
b) 
c) 

d) 
e) 
f) 
g) 

h) Anthony Vader '52 

PRAYER 10:15 -11:30 

2 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003 

4. Bishops Concerns: 

5. Pastors Terms as of 2/14/2003 

TERM ENDS IN 2002 

B Anthony Vader' 52 (retired) Sacred Heart Mission 

TERM ENDS IN 2003 

-

3 

Adm in 

START 
PROCESS 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003 

_,.... Page 237 

B. Bishop Pein Agenda 

1. Priests: 

2. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

James Flynn '67: Jim will be exercising authority over Anthony Vader's 52 
place [Sacred Heart Mission] until things are settled. 

h) Anthony Vader '52: Tony was removed last weekend. It is very difficult 
because John Calicott was from the same parish. 

2 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003 

Page 239 

3. 

4. 

5. Pastors Terms 

TERM ENDS IN 2002 

V/D 

B 

AP.PT 
DATE 

NAME 

Anthony Vader '52 (retired) 

as of 2/14/2003 

PARISH YRS 

Sacred Heart Mission 

4 

AGE 
IN 02 

Admin 

X-10-ED START 
TO PROCES 

s 

AOC 021028 



February 15,2003 

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski: 

The purpose of this letter is to offer support for our beloved Rev. Fr. Anthony Vader. 

We learned that Father Vader has been accused of improper conduct some forty five years ago. We do not believe that he is 
capable of such malicious allegations. To us Father Vader is a living Saint. He has been there when we and countless others 
need him for spiritual guidance and moral support and helped us in our pains and sorrows. 

We have known Father Vader since we came to America (me in 1981 and my wife in 1985). But recently we became real 
good friends with him on Sundays for our "Samahang 
Santo Nino " novena and mass. Sometimes we have experienced traveling for hours to and from different locations and Father 
Vader has always been an inspiration to us as we discuss life's various problems concerning us and our family. We think of 
Father Vader as the embodiment of goodness and as a priest we have only the highest regard for his work. 

He is innocent from all the charges and we believe it without any reservation. We believe that the charges are false and 
ridiculous. They should not even be considered or heard. 

We beg your good committee to dismiss these allegations and let Father Vader go on with the wonderful work that he is 
doing. His fifty years of serving God and men has not been without hardships, that his health is failing him and he had some 
major operations on his hip and leg and these has considerably slowed him down. It has been five years since the last time we 
saw Father Vader as we now residing in but our memory of Father Vader will always be cherished in our 
hearts. We can only hope that we will see him again very soon, alive and kicking and very much exonerated. 

Thank you very much for listening to us and for considering our appeal. Please give back to the community our caring, loving, 
honest and prayerful Father Vader. He will always be a part of our families and the source of our strength and guidance of our 
spiritual lives. 

Sincerely and prayerfully, 

Cc: Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
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Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
PO Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

February 15, 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

.- • r ' - ..._ ~ ~ 

!'"" ; ... ) :. 

Last Sunday, I learned of the allegations made against Father Anthony Vader. Father Vader 
has been at Sacred Heart for over twenty years. I am shocked at this news. I am saddened that 
Father Vader must remain at the Retreat House in Mundelein for thirty days. 

I attended Sacred Heart with my parents and siblings as a child. After I was married, I brought 
my husband, and eventually our children, to Sacred Heart Church. Like my mother before me, 
I am a Catechist in our little mission. I serve Sacred Heart as a Eucharist Minister. 

Father Anthony Vader, has inspired us. 

Father Vader's kindness, guidance and support have kept my family coming back to Sacred 
Heart Church every week. His gentle manner with everyone is an inspiration, especially to 
parents in a harried world. His Homilies make the Word of God more meaningful in a society 
that seems to be more focused on "stuff' than on living the way Jesus taught. 

When I see my sons run into church each Sunday, I know it because they feel at home at 
Sacred Heart, just as I did when I was their age. When I see my sons serve God by offering 
their time as altar servers, I know it is because of the encouragement they have received from 
their pastor, Father Vader. There is a sense of community in Sacred Heart Church that is not 
found in many other parishes. It is a feeling of being welcomed each and every time I walk 
into the building. It is a sense of renewal after hearing Father Vader guide me through the 
scriptures and the Holy Mass. 

I pray that Father Vader will be allowed to return to Sacred Heart Church very soon. He is a 
kind pastor and a good man. He will always have the support of my family. 

Sincerely, 
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February 15, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.L, Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

_._; :v 

I am writing this letter regarding Father Anthony Vader. I have worked 
closely with Father Vader at Sacred Heart Church. 

Throughout all this, Father Vader has been nothing but the 
kindest gentleman and leader. He is certainly an inspiration and a wonderful 
role model. 

Although there are several Catholic churches in much closer proximity to my 
home than Sacred Heart, I choose to attend Sacred Heart. At Sacred Heart, 
one feels very much part of the church community. I feel that this is a direct 
reflection of Father Vader. Unfortunately so many Catholic churches are 
very commercialized these days, always with their hand out. At Sacred 
Heart, there is none of this. There is a real sense of belonging, of making a 
difference. Father Vader welcomes everyone, regardless of their status in the 
community. In fact, when my son was born, I was a single parent. At that 
time, I belonged to Sacred Heart but was not very active in the church and 
did not know Father Vader well. When I asked Father Vader to baptize my 
son and told him that I was a single parent (something I'm told would have 
other Catholic churches "reject" my child and I), Father Vader did not bat an 
eye and simply smiled and told me that "every baby is God's baby". 

I have gotten to see firsthand how the children at CCD and Father Vader 
interact and it is very refreshing. He listens to the children and showers them 
constantly with praise. The children light up when he enters the room. 
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On behalf of the Sacred Heart Community, I would again like to profess my 
admiration of Father Vader, his dedication to the Catholic church and for 
being such a wonderful role model. If there is anything that I can do either 
individually or as part of a whole, please do not hesitate to let me know. We 
are very anxious at Sacred Heart to have Father Vader back where he 
belongs. While I feel very strongly that it is wrong to seclude him, especially 
since a man is innocent until proven guilty, I am confident that justice will 
prevail and action be taken against those guilty. Father Vader is a true priest, 
one to tum to in times of sorrow or joy. The Catholic church should be 
grateful to be represented by such a fine man. 

Sincerely yours, 

cc: Father Kaczorowski 

AOC 021035 



2/15/2003 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I wanted to write to you to offer my support for Father Anthony Vader (retired). 
Fr. Vader has been a close friend of our family for many years. He has impacted 
my life through his many years of spiritual guidance. Since he became a part of 
the Sacred Heart community as a Pastor, I have become much more committed 
to my Catholic foundations. Much of this is due to him. I found his words of 
guidance at mass were delivered in a way that impacted me and challenged me 
to become more devout. I have. I am distressed by the accusations being made 
against him. Fr. Vader has been to my house and has presided over the baptism 
of my daughter and I am shocked that these accusations could be made. There 
is not a more devout priest in your flock. He never waivers from his strong 
catholic beliefs and is a strong proponent of this same approach with his 
parishioners. These accusations simply cannot be true. 

I hope you will find it in your heart to take the time to get to know Fr. Vader and 
investigate his case thoroughly. I am convinced that if you do this he will be back 
again presiding over mass for his flock, where he should be. He truly is one of 
the best you have. 

Thank you for your time and all that you have done for our religious community. 

Cc: Rev. James Kaczorowski 

' ' ' 

,_ '.;_i 
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Retired priest 
removed after 
abuse claims 
BY CATHLEEN FALSANI 
RELIGION REPORTER 

A retired Roman Catholic priest who for 
30 years served as pastor of the first Chicago 
parish founded by and for African-Ameri
can Catholics has been removed from the 
ministry amid allegations he engaged in sex
ual misconduct with minors in the 1960s. 

The Rev. Anthony Vader, 76, former pas
tor of Holy Name of Mary parish at 115th 
and Loomis, was removed last week as 

Rev. Anthony 
Vader 

1960s allegations 

chaplain of the Sacred 
Heart Mission, 11652 
S. Church. Archdioce
san officials received al
legations last fall that 
he had abused minors 
while an associate pas
tor of Holy Cross 
parish in the Wood
lawn neighborhood 
more than 40 years ago. 

Vader is the 14th 
priest the Chicago 
archdiocese has re
moved in the last year 

for sexual misconduct with minors. 
According to a Feb. 9 letter from Amcil

iary Bishop Joseph Perry to parishioners 
at Sacred Heart Mission, Vader is now 
"residing in a monitored and restricted 
setting and has been directed not to be 
alone with minors." 

Holy Cross parish, now closed, was 
Vader's first assignment after he was or
dained in 1952. He-served there until June 
1964. He served as an assistant pastor at 
now-shutternd St. Laurence parish from 
1964 to 1968, when he was assigned to 
Holy Name of Mary, where he would serve 
as pastor until his retirement in 1998. 

One of Vader's associate pastors at Holy 
Name of Mary, the Rev. John Calicott, 
successor to the Rev. George Clements as 
pastm of Holy Angels parish in Chicago, 
was removed from ministrv earlier this 
year because of allegations ~f sexual mis
conduct with two teenage boys in 1976. 

The allegations against Vader have 
been turned over to the Cook Countv 
state's attorney, Perry said. · 
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Reverend James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 N. Michigan Avenue - Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

February 15, 2003 

Dear Reverend Kaczorowski, 

I am attaching a copy of a letter I sent to Cardinal George regarding 
the current situation with Father Anthony Vader. 

Father Vader has been a blessing not only to Sacred Heart Church, 
but also to my family. 

Thank you, 
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U.S.A 

February 16, 2003 

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar For Priests 
645 North Michigan Avenue - Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Rev. Fr. Kaczorowski,, 

We are appalled by the news that our dear friend, Rev. Fr. Anthony Vader, is being accused of inappropriate 
behavior in an incident 45 years ago. My wife, -· and I have known Fr. Vader on a continuing basis for that 
many years. He officiated in our marriage in 1958 at the Holy Cross Church. He baptised-our• 
children and officiated in the marriage of I of them. He also baptised grandchildren. He comes to visit us at 
least once a year here in 

I first met Fr. Vader shortly after I first met my wife, - at the University of Chicago Nurse's Residence on 
63rd Street in 1957.At that time he was starting to minister to the spiritual needs of the Filipino students in 
Chicago. - and I were immediately attracted to his sincerity, warmth and helpful attributes. He gave us , as 
he did to our other Filipino friends, the guidance , which otherwise would have been a vacuum, being new 
transplants from the Philippines. He filled the void for a spiritual mentor and continued to be one through the 
years, not only to my wife and I, but also to my children. 

We are saddened that at the waning years of his priestly vocation he would be subjected to the humiliations of the 
accusation. We pray the Almighty and Knowing God give him the strength to see through his trials and ultimately 
be vindicated. We know Fr. Vader as a friend and as a dedicated priest of outstanding character and morals. 

Sincerely yours, 

cc: Francis Cardinal George, 0. M. I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
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February 16, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Re: Rev. Anthony J. Vader 

Your Eminence: 

I write this letter to express my support for Father 
Anthony Vader. 

I graduated from Holy Cross Elementary School in 1111. 
Father Vader heard my First Confession; he was there for my 
First Holy Communion as well as for my Confirmation and my 
Graduation. After leaving Holy Cross, I attended 11111111 
11111111 High School in downtown Chicago, but still often 
attended Sunday Mass at Holy Cross Church. 

During my years at Holy Cross, Father Vader was the 
first cleric who "humanizedu the priesthood, demonstrating 
that priests were more than just the "mysterious men in 
blacku who said Mass and heard confessions. Father Vader 
showed us that priests could also play basketball with the 
boys and jump rope with the girls. Father Vader always 
celebrated with us during the good times just as he was 
there to offer his support and compassion during our 
struggles and failures. He was vibrant and funny; caring 
and compassionate; we all loved him. 
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Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
February 16, 2003 
Page 2 of 3 

I am a resident of the State of 1111111111111 but have been 
here in Chicago visiting relatives for the past few months. 
Each Sunday, I attend Mass at Holy Name of Mary Parish with 
my family members. Because Father Vader was there, it has 
been the perfect incentive for me to bypass the many 
Catholic churches located nearer to where I am staying to 
drive to Holy Name of Mary. The first time I saw Father 
Vader after these many years it felt like "coming home." 
The few Sundays that I have missed Mass, Father Vader has 
always asked my family where I was. This is but one 
example of how Father Vader truly cares about you, even 
noticing when you miss Mass. 

It is my sincere hope and prayer that Father Vader 
will be cleared of these charges. 

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan Avenue - Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
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Retired priest faces 
· sex-abuse allegations 

A retired Roman Catholic priest who I 
worked for decades in South Side par- . 
ishes was removed from ministry last 
week because of allegations of sexual 
misconduct against minors in the 1960s. 

Rev: Anthony Vader, 76, had been serv
ing as a chaplain at Sacred Heart Mis
sion, 11652 S. Church St., according to 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. He was re
moved Feb. 9, Dwyer said. 

Vader "is residing in a monitored and 
restricted setting and has been directed 
not to be alone with minors," Auxiliary 
Bishop Joseph Perry said in a state
ment. 

The archdiocese received allegations 
last fall that Vader had abused underage 
girls while he was an associate pastor of 
the now-closed Holy Cross Catholic 
Church in the Woodlawn neighborhood 
more than 40 years ago. 

He served there from 1952 to 1964 and 
then at St. Laurence Parish until 1968. 

From 1968to1998, Vader was a priest at 
Holy Name of Mary Church, a historic 
parish in Morgan Park that was founded 
to serve African-Americans. The parish 
is known for adding gospel traditions in
to the Catholic service. 

Vader served at Holy Name of Mary 
with Rev: John Calicott, who was re
moved as pastor of Holy Angels Parish 
last year because of sexual misconduct 
allegations dating to 1976. 

The Cook County state's attorney's of
fice is investigating the allegations 
against Vader, a church official said. 

In the past year, the archdiocese has 
removed 14 priests from the ministry be-

1 cause of allegations of sexual miscon-

1 

duct. 
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Victim Statement Abstract: 

This abstract replaces an e-mail chain between Victim KE and various family and friends, dated 
February 17, 2003, in which a relative of KE circulates a news article regarding Fr. Anthony 
Vader's removal from ministry due to allegations of minor sexual abuse as an act of support for 
Victim KE due to Victim KE's previous assertions to friends and family that she was abused by 
Fr. Vader. Victim KE responds by detailing her abuse by Fr. Vader at Holy Cross parish when 
Victim KE was approximately 10-11 years old. 
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February 18, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal George: 

:... ,....,. .• _ .. 

My name is and I am a member of Sacred Heart Mission Church 
located at 11650 S. Church Street in Chicago. 

I am writing on behalf of our administrator/pastor, Father Anthony Vader, who is 
accused by two women of inappropriate physical contact nearly forty years ago. 
Details of these allegations were given from Bishop Joseph Perry at a mass celebrated at 
our church on February 9th. 

I believe Father Vader is innocent of these charges. Fr. Vader is one of the most 
genuine and loving priests I have ever known. He is one of the main reasons why over 
the past 20 years, Sacred Heart Church has grown in membership and attendance. At the 
regular 10:30am Sunday mass for example, the congregation overflows into the vestibule. 
The standing room only crowd includes many people who have come back to practice 
their faith after time away from the church. To lose the man responsible for this kind of 
leadership is devastating. 

Father Vader represents all the church would hope for in her clergy; he is a beautiful 
man and a wonderful priest. 

In closing, I respect the process of which this investigation must take place. I also 
respect the individuals making the accusations and I pray for them. I trust however, that 
after so many years the real facts will be made known in this case. 

God bless you Cardinal George, now and always. 

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
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Rev. Fr . .Tames T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priest 

645 North Michi~an Ave. -Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Fr. Kaczorowski: 

~ebruary 18, 200~ 

Re: Fr. Anthony Vader 

I Have known "Fr. Anthony Vader for the nast i.:wenty ~It'a:rs both 
as a lovinr: and carinr,: nriest as 'vell as a 1~~1od ac<1 mtint:rnce 
friend. 

With all the years that I have known hifYl as a priestn••ve1· r can 
believe that he was accused o+' such thinP"s and nrecisE·ly that 
incidenthas happened about 40-45 years a~oand jow crediblethose 
are at that time with ap:es around 8-9 year:;; ol(\, that ~ con, t 
know. 

For all the years that I have known him ~r. Vader exhibits 
professionally as a ~riest and so lovin~ and c~rin~ indtviiual. 
He comes to hol"'!e if so reouested +'or any snet. hi 1 eventstc• 1 ake 
care. 

He is a. St:)ec ial orie st and loving too 1 l lfone a'1d nray that •1e 
will come out clean. 

With warm regards and prayer: 

_j 
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"One is consumed 6y [ave 

on(y in the measure 

that one surrenders 

oneself to [ave." 

St. Therese 
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"'Do not fear. 

rffie yoorer you are, tfie 

more :Jesus wiff fove you. 

'}(e wiff 80 Jar, very Jar 

in search ef you, if at 

times you wander a [itt[e" 

St. Therese 
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February 18, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, OM.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Re: Pastor Father Vader 

I have just learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father Vader. 
These reportedly date back 40 plus years and as a result, we are told Father Vader 
cannot celebrate Mass and must remain at the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30 
days. This 'news' is a shock and unbelievable to everyone. 

We've known Father for many (20) years and cannot understand any of this. We know 
him as a kind person and wonderful priest. 

My personal experiences go back many years, as he was there for me when my father and 
mother were both dying of cancer. He assisted my family in what we remembered at the 
time, was the worst experience of our lives. 

When he (my father) became so ill, Father Vader was there to attend to our 
needs, knowing we had never experienced the death of someone so near and dear. The 
same holds true of my mother a few years later. He would come to the house and 
distribute Communion to my mother even though she could only swallow a small bit of 
the Host. He also came and gave the Last Rites to both my father and mother. There 
were many more things he did for me and my family. 

Unfortunately, I experienced the death of my husband- Father Vader consoled 
my children and myself along with my brothers and sisters and their children. My 
husband was fifty-two years old at the time of his passing, which left me a fairly young 
widow. I guess all I'm trying to say is that Father Vader has never been anything but kind 
and helpful and there for me. I feel the allegations made against him could never be true. 

Please know that I support Father Vader 100%. I hope you will take just a moment to 
understand how much the people of Sacred Heart Church miss him and hope he can 
return to us very soon. 

Sincerely, 
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February 18, 2003 

Dear Reverend Kaczorowski: 

This letter is in support of Father Vader. I have worked with Father Vader for 
Sacred Heart since 1982. 

John Cardinal Cody closed our little Church in January 1979 stating there was no 
longer was a need for it. The parishioners thought otherwise and rallied to save 
our Shrine. In 1982 Father Vader met with Cardinal Bernardin and he offered to 
administrate to Sacred Heart if His Eminence would reopen Sacred Heart. We 
are grateful to Father Vader for believing in the parishioners. Cardinal Bernardin 
gave the people the responsibility of finding and scheduling priests to serve, 
restoration of the Church and maintenance. Father Vader has been a wonderful 
priest and friend to all who attend Sacred Heart. 

Father Vader has led a busy and active life. He taught for years at the seminary. 
He became involved with the Filipino community as a young priest and has been 
taking care of their spiritual needs for many years. He was very involved in the 
civil rights movement and can be seen marching with Dr. King in Selma. As a 
matter of fact, he once told me that he babysat for Dr. King and Curetta in 
Montgomery. During his assignment at Holy Name of Mary, through his efforts 
HNM became one of the most successful Black Catholic Churches in Chicago. 
His accomplishme.nts are many_ He is an avid African art collector. He is an 
opera buff.· He has traveled the world. He is intelligent, has several doctorates 
and he knows right from wrong. This is not the lifestyle of someone who would 
hurt children. 

I respectfully ask that that this matter be dropped and Father Vader be allowed 
the dignity and respect he deserves in his last years. He is a good and holy 
priest. 

Respectfully, 

; •• f 

• t' • •• 
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February 18, 2003 

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan Avenue-Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Re: Pastor Father Vader 

I have just learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father Vader. 
These reportedly date back 40 plus years and as a result, we are told Father Vader 
cannot celebrate Mass and must remain at the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30 
days. This 'news' is a shock and unbelievable to everyone. 

We've known Father for many (20) years and cannot understand any of this. We know 
him as a kind person and wonderful priest. 

My personal experiences go back many years, as he was there for me when my father and 
mother were both dying of cancer. He assisted my family in what we remembered at the 
time, was the worst experience of our lives. 

When he (my father) became so ill, Father Vader was there to attend to our 
needs, knowing we had never experienced the death of someone so near and dear. The 
same holds true of my mother a few years later. He would come to the house and 
d~stribute' Communion to my mother even though she could only swallow a small bit of 
the Host. He also came and gave the Last Rites to both my father and mother. There 
were many more things he did for me and my family. 

Unfortunately, I experienced the death of my husband- Father Vader consoled 
my children and myself along with my brothers and sisters and their children. My 
husband was fifty-two years old at the time of his passing, which left me a fairly young 
widow. I guess all I'm trying to say is that Father Vader has never been anything but kind 
and helpful and there for me. !feel the allegations made against him could never be true. 

Please know that I support Father Vader 100%. I hope you will take just a moment to 
understand how much the people of Sacred Heart Church miss him and hope he can 
return to us very soon. 

• .. ··1 • 

• j 

.... \ . 

.... .. . ... ... 
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Office of die Archbishop Post Offia Box 197'9 
Cllicago, Illinois 60690-197'9 

February 19, 2003 

Dear-

I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony 
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr. 
Vader. 

I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest. 
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very 
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the 
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the 
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be 
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the 
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step 
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry. 

In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your 
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank 
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~L-a~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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February 19, 2003 

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar For Priests 
645 North Michigan Avenue - Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski: 

When our family heard the news of the accusations of improper conduct by Fr.Anthony J. 
Vader, we were truly shocked and immediately said there was no way this fine man could be 
involved.I first met Fr. Vader (I'm nowa, when he was first ordained a priest. I was 13 years 
old then, and attended Holy Cross School from where I graduated. Fr. Vader loves sports and he 
would regularly take a group of my classmates and I to play football on the Midway in Hyde Park. 

He later married my wife and l,and baptized our two children, He 
celebrated the Mass at my mother's funeral in Chicago. Needless to say, we've known Fr. Vader 
for a very long time and have been very close to him all these years, and always stay in touch. I 
have always known Fr. Vader as being a kind, giving and generous person who would help 
anyone in time of need. He is the holiest of priests and would never resort to the horrible 
accusations being leveled at him by these two sisters. At his age, there is no way that he should 
have to live out his retirement, suffering such indignity. 

It seems like after 45 years, these two sisters are more concerned about financial gain, and 
think nothing of destroying a man's integrity and a lifetime of good deeds. 

Thank you for listening to us. My family and I pray that Fr. Vader will be exonerated of 
these charges. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at the above telephone 
number. 

CC: Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. ,,/ 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
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Feb. 19,2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

My husband and I have known Father Vader from the Sacred Heart Mission Church for 
about 10 years, and are shocked to hear about the 40 year old allegations against him. We find 
this news about him very hard to believe. We know Father Vader as a kind person and wonderful 
priest. 

We owe him much and he derserves our support now. 

. '_) 
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February 19, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Re: Father Vader 

Dear Cardinal George: 

' '' 

The allegations and resulting requirement that he spend 30 days at the Retreat House at 
Mundelein, are incredible, unbelievable and shocking. Father Vader has been at our church for 
more than 30 years, as Administrator and more recently, as retired Pastor, celebrating Mass and 
ministering to our religious needs. 

I am . I come from a family of 
When we were growing up the Sacred Heart Church was always our parish. 

It was Father Vader who spoke to my father about having faith and God and actually got 
my dad to start attending mass regularly. As for my mother she was always a very religious 
person. For the last three years when my dad's health was failing and my mom's last five years, 
Father Vader was always there for them and our family. 

When they could no longer attend mass Father Vader came to our home to give 
communion and to comfort my parents, he always had time for them. We always feel good 
when Father Vader gives mass for my parents because we know he cared for them. 

We know father to be a good priest always. We simply cannot understand how anyone 
could charge him as they have. 

Sincerely, 

• 
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February 20, 2003 

Rev.Fr. James T. Kaczorowski: 

Our family has recently learned that Fr. Anthony J. Vader has been accused of improper 
conduct against girls about 45 years ago. With great sadness we wish to let you know that we 
cannot believe these accusations. Everything that we have known and seen of Fr. Vader over the 
last 10 years convince us that he is a kind, caring and holy priest. 

I would like to share with you some of my personal experience with Fr.Vader. About 
five years ago when my father was hospitalized- Fr. Vader was there for the family. 
He prayed and visited my father and talk to my mother and the rest of the family. Eventually, 
my Dad died and Fr. Vader was there to console us. He officiated in the funeral mass and shared 
our sorrows as a friend. 

Then a year later my Mom got sick. She was in the hospital for four months -
- My family was devastated because its only been a year that we lost our Dad and now 
our Mom is going to leave us too. Fr. Vader was there for the family and again prayed and 
presided in my Mom's funeral mass. 

Fr. Vader became so close to us Fr. Vader 
was there to say mass and just talk to the family and friends. My parents are gone now and Fr. 
Vader has become my adviser and mentor. 

These accusations are untrue to our knowledge. Fr_ Vader is a caring Priest who will never ever 
hurt anybody. He is to me already a saint. He is the champion of our family and the whole 
Filipino community. 

I hope that the process will free Fr. Vader of any wrongdoing let alone clear his name. 

Thank you and God Bless you. 

cc: Cardinal Francis George 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
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Reverend James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Father Kaczorowski: 

February 21, 2003 

It would be so much easier to speak with you face-to-face about Fr. Anthony Vader. 
When he didn't write for nearly two months, I started worrying about him. 

He and I enrolled together in Quigley Preparatory Seminary in 1940. Our last names 
fortuitously placed us in the same classroom; we often shared the same bus going into downtown 
Chicago and back. Although I left the major seminary we met with other friends before 
and after Tony's ordination. And we corresponded regularly by letters and e-mails. 

When we spent the afternoon together about four years ago, it was obvious to me that 
Tony had grown into a serious, dedicated priest who still knew how to laugh at himself. Because 
he is a sociologist and I had taught moral theology in Catholic colleges and in -s 
seminary, and consulted with Fr. Albert Moraczewski, O.P., on medical ethics, most of our 
conversation that day was about the current and future situation of the church in America. The 
only disturbing change I noticed was that Tony had gained more weight. He was still the 
innocent, delightful boy I had come to admire so much, and could count on r.s a most valued 
friend. 

Isn't there some way that the two sisters who have accused him of sexual misconduct 
could be induced to take a lie detector test or submit to a psychiatric evaluaf on? Tony is quite 
incapable of breaking his vows, and even more incapable of lying to his superiors or his friends. 

I trust that you will see to it that Fr. Vader is treated with the respect he deserves. 

cc. Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
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02/21/03 

Dear Cardinal George, 

I am writing in reference to the recent allegations against Father Vader. I personally feel 
they are false. Father Vader, in my opinion, is the last person on the face of the earth that 
would ever molest a young child. I find it suspect that two sisters would come forward 
some forty years later and make theses allegations. No one else has made any allegations 
against Father Vader. 

In .. I divorced and became a single parent of two young girls. My faith was lost in the 
Catholic Church and I was searching for another religion to worship in. My friend told me 
to give Sacred Heart a chance and also the Roman Catholic Church another chance. My 
first Sunday at Sacred Heart will always be remembered. Father Schied, now deceased, 
stopped his homily and looked out the window. I found this a bit odd, but then he hollered 
out, "Mary, the tow truck still isn't here". I guess you could say I was hooked on how 
personal and family like this little Church is. Father Vader has always made Sacred Heart 
special with his easy to understand homily and way of words like no other priest that I've 
ever listened to. At the end of mass we have the usual round of applause for a Birthday or 
a local High School's victory. I can only remember one time being asked for money and 
because of this I donate about twice what I gave at St. Bernadette in Evergreen Park. 

The Church is in an African American section of town that is also a high crime rated 
neighborhood, but still every Sunday the Church is filled to capacity. In fact there are 
people out the door and standing on the stairs that lead to the Church. 

My younger daughter graduated from Sacred Heart's CCD Program and my nieces are 
still involved. My daughter said she learned more in one day from Sacred Heart's Program 
then she did all year at St. Bernadette'. 

I'm not sure if this letter will help, but I sure hope you understand how loved Father 
Vader is. He is a great man! 

Sincerely, 

cc Father James Kaczorowski 
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February 21, 2003 

Reverend James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan Avenue-Suite 543 
Chicago, lllinois 60611 

Dear Father Kaczorowski, 

We are writing in support of Father Vader. The allegations against him are 
extremely hard to comprehend, much less believe. We have always known him to be 
kind and humble priest, always putting others before himself. 

Our prayers are with him and all those involved in this investigation. May the 
truth come to light soon. 

Sincerely, 

'' i. ' ·~ - .r_. •• t.· .•.,4 

'" 
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Study: False Memories Easily Implanted 
Mon Feb 17, 1 :01 PM ET · .Add Science - AP to My Yahoo! 

By JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA, AP Science Writer 

DENVER - Remember that wonderful day when Bugs Bunny hugged you 
at Disneyland? A new study shows just how easy it can be to induce false 
memories in the minds of some people. 

More than a third of subjects in the study, presented Sunday, recalled 
that theme-park moment - impossible because Bugs is not a Disney 
character- after a researcher planted the false memory. 

Other research, of people who believed they were abducted by space 
aliens, shows that even false memories can be as intensely felt as those 
of real-life victims of war and other violence. 

The research demonstrates that police interrogators and people 
investigating sexual-abuse allegations must be careful not to plant 
suggestions into their subjects, said University of California-Irvine 
psychologist Elizabeth Loftus. She presented preliminary results of recent 
false memory experiments Sunday at the national meeting of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science (news - web sites). 

Loftus said some people may be so suggestible that they could be 
convinced they were responsible for crimes they didn't commit. In 
interrogations, "much of what goes on - unwittingly- is contamination," 
she said. 

The news media's power of suggestion also can leave a false impression, 
Loftus said. 

• Scientists Find 'Ouch' 
"During the Washington sniper attacks, everyone reported seeing a white 

Gene HealthScout (Feb 20, 
2003) van," she said. "Where did it come from? The whole country was seeing 

white vans." 
• Study Suggests Test for 

Brain Disease Associated Loftus is one of the country's most controversial memory researchers. She 
frequently draws harsh criticism from victims' advocates, attorneys and 

ADVER" 

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20030217/ap_on_sc/false_memories_6 2/23/03 

AOC 021088 



·-·-·.) 

Press (Feb 20, 2003) 

• Nasal Biopsy May 
Diagnose Fatal Brain 
Disease Reuters (Feb 19, 

2003) 

Opinion & Editorials 

• Untangling dyslexia 
Cleveland Plain Dealer (Jul 

24, 2002) 

• Humans are not 
hardwired for racism 
Detroit Free Press (Dec 21, 

2001) 

• Autism needs care Gulf 

News (Nov 21, 2001) 

Feature Articles 

• The culture of autism 
Boston Globe (Feb 16, 

2003) 

• Rebuilding His Life: 
Brain surgery helps 
Parkinson's patient 
Modesto Bee (Jan 26, 2003) 

Related Web Sites 

• Brain Briefings 

• Neuroscience 

• Digital Anatomist: 
Interactive Brain Atlas 

News Resources 

Providers 

·Reuters 

·Space.com 

·AP 

News Alerts 

Association for the 
Advancement of Science 

Search News 
Search: 

I News Stories 
for 

Search I 
Advanced 

3 

- . ~ - -- -- .. -J - .• r . .. . . - ~ 

other scientists. 

Over 25 years, she has examined more than 20,000 subjects and written 
19 books. She appears frequently in court as an expert witness. 

While some recovered memories turn out to be true, Loftus says her 
experiments repeatedly show that memories are fragile possessions that 
are easily manipulated. But she does not condemn her subjects for being 
gullible. 

Of adopting false memories, she said: ''This behavior is entirely normal." 

A key, researchers said, is to add elements of touch, taste, sound and 
smell to the story. 

In the Bugs Bunny study, Loftus talked with subjects about their 
chiidhoods and asked not only whether thsy saw someone dressed up as 
the character, but also whether they hugged his furry body and stroked his 
velvety ears. In subsequent interviews, 36 percent of the subjects recalled 
the cartoon rabbit. 

In another study, Loftus suggested frog-kissing incidents that 15 percent 
of the group later recalled. 

"It is sensory details that people use to distinguish their memories," said 
Loftus. "If you imbue the story with them, you'll disrupt this memory 
process. It's almost a recipe to get people to remember things that aren't 
true." 

In other research presented Sunday, Harvard University psychologist 
Richard McNalty tested 10 people who said they had been abducted, 
physically examined and sexually molested by space aliens. 

Researchers tape-recorded the subjects talking about their memories. 
When the recordings were played back later, the purported abductees 
perspired and their heart rates jumped. 

McNally said three of the 10 subjects showed physical reactions "at least 
as great" as peopie suffering post traumatic stress disorder from war, 
crime, rape and other violent incidents. 

''This underscores the power of emotional belief," McNally said. 

181 Email Storv ~ Post/Read Msgs (487) ei Print Story 

Ratings: Would you recommend this story? 

Not at au 1 - 2. - .3. - ~ - 5 Highly 
Avg Rating: 4.00, 537 votes 
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February 23, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, OMI 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

I am writing you regarding the allegations made against my pastor and friend, Rev. 
Anthony .J. Vader. My family is shocked and deeply saddened by these unfounded 
charges. There is no way that these allegations about Father Vader could be true. 

I have known Fathe_r Vader for more than twenty years and do not believe for a 
moment that these.forty year old allegations could be true. He is everything the 
Church could want in a priest- thoughtful, compassionate, caring. Father Vader has 
married my sister, baptized my nephew, and buried my mother. He has been there for 
us in happiness and in sorrow. In all the years I have known him, I have never heard 
him say or do anything that was not in accordance with the Christ's teachings. 

I recently read an article about a study showing that the mind can be fooled into 
believing fiction as fact, especially over time. I would not be surprised if Father 
Vader's accusers are not only mistaken but are being manipulated to bring scandal 
and disgrace to the Church and its ministers. 

It has been painful to watch Father Vader go through this ordeal, especially today 
with the· death of his beloved sister. I have found comfort in Cardinal Bemadin's 
words in his book The Gift of Peace1 "From deep in my soul, however, I heard the 
Lord's words ••• "The truth will set you free" (.John 8:32). My faith reassured me that 
the truth was all I had, and all that I really needed." I hope and pray that the truth 
will be enough for Father Vader to return to ministry without delay. 

Sincerely, 

1•·. ,_ . :~ . -, 

. ' ' \ . .... .. ~ ~ 

/ cc: R.ev •. .J~T· Ka~zorowski, Vicar for Priests 
·'· 
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February 24, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal George: 

In faith and in fealty we write to ask for your concern and intercession on behalf of 
our dear priest, Father Vader. We are despondent over the scurrilous accusations 
made against this stalwart man of the Church, and saddened that he has been 
removed from us. 

• I . I . •• ' .... ~ ' ' \ • : I ; ::· .. 

In the second :floor of a tiny church called Sacred Heart, Father Vader has served 
fai~hfully fo.r two qe~ades as.our.p:r:iest. He.i,~ m01:e .than.our.priest. For hundreds 
br C~t~9Iic~,·~vjhe.·Aicq'4ioce~e ot'·chic .. ago~~~:atlie~:·Vadef is ~"Qµl\y~rk. ~,o.9ur, faith. 
When he !)reaches to us; we·get It. Wheri he says hello after.Mass,' he 16oks 'tis .in 
the eye. He. blesses the children. Rest assured, Cardinal George, that Father Vader 
has meant the difference for scores of folks between coming to Mass and leaving 
the Church. 

works part-time in 
When we are lucky enough to have her home, there is 

no question but that on Sunday mornings, she is with us at Sacred Heart to hear 
and see her beloved Father Vader. It is not just old folks who love him. 

We are dumbfounded that 40-year-old accusations against this good and loyal. 
priest W,9uld ta~eJhis mm:, .With all.tP..e. '~curve balls".th~t w~. ~~,Ga~9·1~c~-~~~~. -~),. 

• ,,, "-• , i•'\:l' , ,, . , ,, I .. •J.~._.. '• ., . \•··\~··,... .~ \J , ......... /..,, .. {.-. • .1 ·"-•1··1 

had to.face iri th(;! pa~t ~e.w,years, .F,~t}ier V:~q~r has .. b.~en_9iJ.r,.pitlar, .... · ........ ;··,··~·~--~~ 
I ••••. , I:•.. .\::;'"; .. _ ~~ •.•.. ·· .. _,.,_.,, •.. · .... · ..... :-t"'·" ....... J ••.••. -+.·.,.1i .. •,l.-:i1'-

' . . ' .\. . . . . . . . 
- .. . .. . ·--~~\ '~:Y ... · ·~-.. r~u 1: '..J~ ff· .. ~.- ~:,n·:---; ... ~.;··· :·:y~· .:"f.' r 

Please ·retun1 him fo us. 
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February 24, 2003 

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan Ave. - Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Re: Fr. Anthony J. Vader 

Dear Rev. Fr. Kaczorowski: 

We are deeply saddened by reports that Fr. Anthony J. Vader was accused by two women of sexual 
misconduct, which allegedly happened over forty years ago. We cannot and do not believe these 
accusations. We believe Fr. Vader is innocent and pray that he will be exonerated and returned to 
his ministry, soon! 

We have heard of Fr. Vader since we first came to Chicago in 1970. We knew that he worked and 
served as spiritual director to Filipino doctors, nurses, other professionals and the Filipino 
community in general. His association with the Filipino community dates as far back as 1957 or 
earlier. 

As you probably know, the Filipino community, then and now, is a very close knit and religiously 
conservative community. We place priests and other members of the clergy in a very high position 
of honor and respect. We likewise have very high expectations of them, morally and spiritually. 
Therefore, any indiscretion, sexual or otherwise, that Fr. Vader may have committed, would have 
been held against him by the community, privately or publicly. He would never have lasted in the 
Filipino community's high regard for a year, much less 50 years. Everything that we have heard 
and seen over the last several years, convince us that Fr. Vader has been a model of priestly 
devotion and spiritual integrity. 

It was not until 1999 that our family became good friends with Fr. Vader. He was the spiritual 
director of our pilgrimage group to the Holy Land in 1999, then to Fatima and Lourdes in 2000 and 
to Italy and Medjugorje in 2001. We came to know this wonderful, caring, respected and prayerful 
man even better when we started participating in the weekly Santo Nino (Infant Jesus) devotions, of 
which he has been spiritual director since 1980. 

In 2002, together with another Filipino couple, we coordinated the celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of Fr. Vader's priestly ordination. It was during this planning and preparation period 
that we truly appreciated what Fr. Vader meant to the vast majority of over 100,000 members of the 
Filipino American community here in Chicago, to those who have moved to other States and to the 
many people who have since retired in the Philippines as well as to the hundreds of homeless and 
abandoned young people in the Philippines who live in shelters generously supported by Fr. Vader 
from his limited financial resources. 

AOC 021102 
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Our celebration committee was very impressed and surprised by the overwhelming response of 
these long time acquaintances, friends and "families" of Fr. Vader. We received calls, letters and 
greetings - all grateful for what Fr. Vader has done for them and their families. We heard of how 
Fr. Vader had married them in the late 1950s and the 1960s, baptized their children, married their 
children, baptized their grandchildren, buried their dead, consoled and counseled them and many 
other forms of assistance. We also heard how Fr. Vader arranged to have them supplied with boots 
and winter coats during their first winters here in Chicago, how Fr. Vader went with them to the 
immigration office to have their working or student visas extended or revalidated. We also heard 
how Fr. Vader went with some nurses to State capitols to lobby for equal pay for these 
hardworking, underpaid nurses. All these testimonials speak of their love and respect for Fr. 
Vader, love and respect that could only have been earned by someone who had discharged his 
priestly duties with the utmost spiritual integrity. We are enclosing a copy of the souvenir program 
that the Filipino American community put together and distnbuted at the celebration dinner in 
honor of Fr. Vader on May 4, 2002. A copy of this souvenir program was given to His Eminence, 
Francis Cardinal George immediately after the celebration. 

Incidentally, the parishioners of Holy Name of Mary Parish and the Mission Church of the Sacred 
Heart, also showed their appreciation for this wonderful pastor with equally touching sot11 
anniversary celebrations in 2002. 

Several friends of Fr. Vader, especially those who knew him over 40 years ago, have expressed 
interest in appearing before the Board of Review to attest to Fr. Vader's sterling and prayerful 
character. We believe it is the sacred duty of the Board of Review and of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago to listen and to consider these testimonials about Fr. Vader's character during the time 
period of these accusations. 

Fr. Vader has as much right as his accusers, before God, before man and before the Board of 
Review to be treated with respect and to be heard. We can provide you with the names, addresses 
and phone numbers of these potential character witnesses for Fr. Vader. Thank you for your 
attention and your consideration to our appeal to return Fr. Vader to his sacred ministry. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Enclosure 

Cc: Francis Cardinal George 
Bishop Raymond Goedert 
Fr. Anthony J. Vader 
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February 24, 2003 

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar For Priests 
645 North Michigan Ave.- Suite 543 

Chicago, Il 60611 

Dear Father Kaczorowski, 

I am a practicing physician in the City of Chicago 
for more than 30 years. I have known Father Anthony 
Vader ever since I came to this country in 1966. 
During those years I have found him to be one of 
the most dedicated priest I have ever known. He is 
always there when you need him. He has served well 
in the Filipino-American community. He has sent many 
Filipinos to study priesthood in the Philip~ines and 
financed there schooling thru our little donations 
and from his own pocket. For him to be accused for 
something that happened 45 years ago by two women I 
find it preposterous. I sincerely believe tha' he is 
an innocent victim like the late Cardinal Joseph Ber
nardin. We need more priest in the Archdiocese of the 
City of Chicago like Father Anthony Vader. My family 
and I pray that he will soon be exonerated of the 
charges against him. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

CC: Francis Cardinal George; O.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
Father Anthony Vader 
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February 24, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George: 

We recently learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father Vader. 
These reportedly date back 40 plus years and, as a result, we are told Father Vader cannot 
celebrate Mass and must remain at the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30 days. 
This "news" is a shock and unbelievable to everyone. 

Although we've only known Father Vader for a few years, he was kind enough to give 
our sop, - a recommendation for entrance to~igh School. We 
have only known him as kind, understanding and extremely helpful. 

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 

AOC 021107 



Most Rev. Raymond Goedert 
Vicar General 
155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

OFFICE OF VICAR GENERAL 

Most Rev. Raymond Goedert: 

I am writing this letter to you to inform you of my whole-hearted support of Father 
Anthony Vader. When I heard of the allegations made against Father Vader, I was dismayed and 
appalled that such falsity could gain any credence in a civil society. And I am gravely 
disappointed in a system that would entertain such obviously false allegations. 

I speak to you on many levels. First, I speak to you as a life-long Catholic. l have been 
steadfastly supportive of the Church on many levels. Defending it, during scandals, supporting 
it, monetarily and with my faith in the Lord. It never has been easy being a Catholic in today's 
society, but I have felt that my faith has always been strong. It has always been a source of 
strength when I needed comfort. I am proud of my faith, I am proud of my religion. And my 
strength, belief and faith were greatly nurtured by Father Anthony Vader. Father Vader has been 
a pillar of my Catholic upbringing as well as my secular upbringing. Father Vader has said most 
of the masses that I attended in my young life. He baptized my younger brother as well as all of 
my cousins and recently he married my older brother. Father Vader has always been there 
through every heartbreak, every triumph, and every mundane life event that a person can go 
through. He has always shared, lead and guided my family, my friends and myself throughout 
our lives. 

I have known Father Vader since I was a little girl. I never doubted his spiritual 
guidance and love for my family and me. Numerous times, throughout my life, l have been 
alone with Father Vader. And NEVER would Father Vader ever do anything inappropriate, he is 
always loving and giving and the most pleasant of company, but NEVER inappropriate in any 
way. And this is one of the reasons why I feel so strongly about the falsity of these allegations. 
grew up with Father Vader, along with most of my friends and family, he is and always will be 
trusted with our lives, and now as we grow older with our children's lives. 

Second, I speak to you as a social worker. I have spent most of my post college career, in 
social services. I spent two years after college working at a grou home for abused and 
neglected children. I went on to get my social work degree at 
I spent most of my time in , specializing in sexual abuse and sexual offenders at 

. I did intense clinical intake, assessment, and therapy 
with sexual abuse victims, non- offending parents and sexual offenders. I know every single, in 
and out of sexual offense and the cycle of a sexual offender. I have done intense group therapy 
sessions with sexual offenders and understand comprehensively, the characteristics of a sexual 
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offender. This is how I know, without reservation, that the allegations against Father Vader are 
absolutely and completely false. He holds none of the characteristics exhibited by sexual 
offenders. He does not have anything close to the repeated cycle of an untreated sexual offender. 
On the contrary, Father Vader has always upheld the values, principles and ideals of the Catholic 
Church. He has been completely ethical and moral in every possible way. 

Third, J speak to you as an attorne 
ion for sexual abuse victims. 

Prosecuting 
life-long sexual offenders was second nature to me in the two years that I worked at I 

Knowing a case, the intricate, lengthy details of a sexual offenders life became 
a part of my everyday working life. It is what J know, it is what I breathe, and it is what I 
understand. As a result, I look at cases, bad side always in the forefront, never giving the benefit 
of the doubt to them and they are lifelorig offenders with many victims in their wake. 

And as a result, with my prosecution background I can tell you with absolute certainty 
that Father Vader is so far from those people. He is quite the opposite in fact and in life. Father 
Vader cares and loves deeply-- it is his greatest quality. He has upheld the ideals and the morals 
of the Catholic Church for as long as J have known him. He has done this better than any other 
person in the priesthood that I have ever met. 

I hope this letter reflects my deepest sorrow that these false allegations have been 
initiated against Father Vader. I am deeply concerned and hope my words are taken genuinely 
and seriously. I believe the greatest sadness in this situation is that Father Vader has been taken 
out of the active ministry. It is a great loss to the Catholic Church and the countless parishioners 
and other Catholics that he has guided through hard and trying times that our world is now 
facing. It is my greatest hope that this loss is not permanent and I urge you to do whatever is 
possible to bring Father Vader back into active ministry. I say this because I know with my 
deepest convictions, both personally and professionally that these allegations are baseless, untrue 
and complete fiction. 

Please contact me for any further questions or information or if there is anything I can do 
further to bring Father Vader back into active ministry. I will continue to pray for Father Vader 
as I hope you wi 11 too. 

CC: Cardinal Francis George, O.M.l 
Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 

Respectfully, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File -PFR-137 
\,~f 

From: Laura A. Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant 

Re: Anthony Vader (Retired) 

Date: February 24, 2003 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

A correction in the name of the victim bas been brought to our attention: It is as follows: 

AOC 021110 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File -PFR-137 
µl~ 

From: Laura A. Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant 

Re: Anthony Vader (Retired) 

Date: February 24, 2003 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312} 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

A correction in the name of the victim has been brought to our attention: It is as follows: 
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February 25, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Archbishop Francis Cardinal George: 

We are writing this letter to support Reverend Anthony J. Vader against any alleged 
charges. We know you are a very busy individual and we will make this letter as brief as 
possible. 

My husband and myself have known Reverend Anthony Vader for over twenty years. 
Reverend Vader married us at Holy Name ofMary Church ... 
personally met Reverend Vader at the age of 8 at Holy Cross Grammar School/Church. 
At that time, Father Vader just began his priesthood. He was an eager young priest who 
cared deeply in sharing God Words to the students and members of his congregation. I 
remembered a kind priest who always prepared his students by making sure we 
understood the sacraments we were receiving. 

Reverend Anthony Vader is a priest who has many good attributes. A few of these 
attributes are: A man and priest who would visit and pray with the sick. A man and a 
priest that believed in equal rights for all nationalities. A man and priest who is a great 
listener and allows you to realize what measures you should take to solve any problem. A 
man and priest who gave back whatever he could to his church and community. 

We realize there may be times when a situation seems beyond our realm of 
understanding. We know to release the outcome into God's care. We are hoping and 
praying for a brief and comprehensive investigation in these allegations. We are positive 
that Reverend Anthony J. Vader will be vindicated and will be allowed to re-enter back 
into the community to do what he does best, serving his church and all of God's people. 

R
ECEIVE n . I FEB 2 7 200; I u 

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 
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February 25, 2003 

Reverend James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar For Priests 
645North1'fichigan Avenue 
Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Reverend James T. Kaczorowski: 

We are writing this letter to support Reverend Anthony J. Vader against any alleged 
charges. We know you are a very busy individual and we will make this letter as brief as 
possible. 

My husband and myself have known Reverend Anthony Vader for over twenty years. 
Reverend Vader married us at Holy Name of Mary Church . -
personally met Reverend Vader at the age of 8 at Holy Cross Grammar SchooVChurch. 
At that time, Father Vader just began his priesthood. He was an eager young priest who 
cared deeply in sharing God Words to the students and members of his congregation. I 
remembered a kind priest who always prepared his students by making sure we 
understood the sacraments we were receiving. 

Reverend Anthony Vader is a priest who has many good attributes. A few of these 
attributes are: A man and priest who would visit and pray with the sick. A man and a 
priest that believed in equal rights for all nationalities. A man and priest who is a great 
listener and allows you to realize what measures you should take to solve any problem. A 
man and priest who gave back whatever he could to his church and community. 

We realize there may be times when a situation seems beyond our realm of 
understanding. We know to release the outcome into God's care. We are hoping and 
praying for a brief and comprehensive investigation in these allegations. We are positive 
that Reverend Anthony J. Vader will be vindicated and will be allowed to re-enter back 
into the community to do what he does best, serving his church and all of God's people. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File - PFR-137 

From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator8) 

Re: Vader, Anthony (Retired) 

Date: February 25, 2003 

PFRA received a phone message on February 24, 2003 from She 
stated that she was pleased with the letter that she received regarding the Review Board's First 
Stage Review recommendation and the Cardinal's decision on her allegation of misconduct 
against Anthony Vader [AV]. 

•also wanted to ensure that PFRA noted the correct spelling of her last name. In 
documentation to this point,.s last name has been spelled"-" .stated that the 
correct spelling is"-" Please note the change in yo.ur files. 

Cc: Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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February 26, 2003 

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski: 

In the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Loving God, Father of mercies and 
compassion, comfort and strengthen Fr. Anthony J. Vader from the ordeals he now faces. In your 
mercy Lord, protect Fr. Vader from the injustice of the unfortunate, "one strike and you are our, 
USCCB Norms. Grant wisdom and compassion to our bishops to revisit the norms and policies against 
sexual misconduct with minors by clerics. 

I have known Fr. Vader for the last 25 years. I found him to be an "Alter Christus", as he does his 
ministry towards the Filipino Community. No other priest, American or Asians have done what this 
pious priest had done for us Filipinos. Fr. Vader gave meaning to our Faith, Culture and Tradition. He 
made it easy for us to integrate easily to an "American Church" and at the same time helped us 
preserved our own traditions. Fr. Vader's commitment and faithful service to us Filipinos enriches our 
lives with God's love. Fr. Vader reflects the love of the Good Shepherd. 

Whether the allegation toward Fr. Vader is true or not, is irrelevant to me. My love, respect and 
thankfulness to God for giving Fr. Vader to us will not change. My heart goes to the accusers, but we 
have known a different man of God. Children of God will sin and will continue to sin, Christ paid in full 
for our sins, indiscretions and bad judgements. St. Peter denied Jesus 3 times, but there was no "one 
strike and you are our for St. Peter. Whatever happened to the "cast the first stone"? Did the US 
bishops cast the first stone when they agreed to the norms? Whatever happened to the church 
business of forgiveness and compassion? Jesus and his first disciples are probably glad they were 
born and ministered in Asia and not in United States, compassion and understanding is sorely lacking 
in this country! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader 

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 
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11024 S. BELL AVENUE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 (n3) 445-9443 

February 26, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 

Reverend James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 

Sacred Heart Church 
Members of the Congregation 

Dear Sirs and Members of Sacred Heart Church: 

I am writing on behalf of my good friend, Father Anthony Vader. I have known 
Tony for six years. We are brothers in community with The Maple Park and Morgan 
.P.ark :Ministerial Alliance on the Southside of Chicago. 

Rev. Vader is a kind and generous man who exhibits real Christian love, concern 
and care for others. I find him to be serious minded with a deep conviction regarding 
church ideas and issues. I am impressed that he is a godly man whose life examples our 
Lord Jesus Christ himself. 

I have never known Tony to be self-centered, proud or arrogant, but a humble 
pastor who is friendly and most caring for the folks in his parish. I support him in prayer 
and I hope that all charges against him will be dismissed. I believe he is a man of his 
word and the Word. 

. . ' ; ·. .: :; . -~ :~· . , . 
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SAC~ED HEART CHURCH 
11662 CHURCH STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 
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.thue .two Ai..6tvu who ha.ve. b/[.ou..gh.t the. 
ac.c.u..6a.ti.onli wki.c.h ~u.ppa.1,,edl.y 0CC1J.Jr1Le.d 
whde. I «.la.A a.t HoltJ CJL0.6.& Chultdt. 

I have had one he.tUt:ht.g, bu.-t .the 
..i.mpolt:t.a.n.t h~~ 411..e. 1,,.tift ~ c.ome.. 
When .t.he.y w1U be., I don't know. I ha.ve. 
.tJAJo a.tt.aJOt.e.ljl. 60"- the. cLui.l a..e:tion a.nd 
will ha.v~ 4 ~on .f..awyeA. 

P.le..tU.~ PJu1..Y oo.Jt me. and l 'u pJta.y {Jolt. 
IJOU.. 

AOC 021126 



)J6 {i;GL ~ !lul +/,J; j o.rkL /)~ 
~V1~ QJJ;~ )1~ (l/;J '-Jnlld 

/1 f!d;rt ~j ' 

ftR./nVlU1 J ~ -tJ0., ' · cul t,(}_Q__ ~frU 

~c~· LU~.~~ tf4 u 

~ aiuf lu-&-YLckf4- '-fYL~ / 
b_k railcJ ~ -t~ cJ:: sdc~ 

I 
/'h_,t1/ul OJuJ.ML, 

AOC 021127 



~~+~~u~1-o~ 
~ ~ ~ 0-4 (Jcu~. {;J,e_ ~ _fy/v~ ~ 
~~1@~~~~ 
~ VNW>. iA1 ~ ~~~m ~ nw4. 

~ ~ ~ tu_ ~ o)v(;)L 1z> hM -p~ 

C0f _AUM ~-f· AW 4b ~ ~ Iv ~ 

iw1_ r [Aud. ~ ~ ~ 
~~·uv. w~ ~ r- wUt H ~~ 
~ D-( ~ ¥ ar-(J ~~ fo 

~ fv f}t}) Y?~· ~ ~ ~ 
-t +~w ~~-UL 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~IK A-# ~ 7/l«d. ~ 
0m\. cfr~ t u.. /J ~ 11tifi 

AOC 021128 



)> 
0 
(") 

0 
~ 
...JI. 
...JI. 

~ 
<D 

(7731 233-3955 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
11652 CHURCH STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 

))L-l.>r 
\. 

r, i 

<. 11 
~1 .-. 

c.;,~-r. •,, () (:.' '.;? 

.... J 

t!_/./_,,.., ... ·.. I ,j!,J, ~ · t .,·1 •• \ 
;/(Lv J)C,.<U Ltvt. .;.1...·~·,.c.(.·; ... \ 

ll ; 

... ~Jl /-.. ~ . r.< ·v ,,,,1;L.-
v // 

' (:"/)(I) 

~, J 

1"-' /iL~; ?- ,?'''.! 
// 

t,: 

~ ... ) 

:f"f Li 

! 

/~, .. •P . ,. . \ 
f._/ ;(_ [._. J '- {fA t .. L.v7"Li:;<.\ 

lj-t-t ... )-2-'; 
.i ·1 J" j 

1:,< 1· ~ j ,/'f.'(.. /,.'-'""--
. " , 

.hIL ;t,.t., .i -::J .. c..-1/"'1, a 1t A ... 1... .. L:_...; X .. ,{.J 
j--

/' / I ' 
;_;c:~·-l< .- '· 1 / /l / 1 ; .... '7 f~ /", • i Ii ·: 

t~A. tL: ~- . 
/ 

! / ....... 1.·'--';[,_...( i·----·/ ':!· 1 .. ;.,,.,1 .. :·,..'f:t..1 .c/'J"'--:b ·' / [.c .. , .... Lt. v 
' ·,1 //''c <"'' 

'1 • 

,/i ~ ::· ·'. r"-~; I. , ....,... ,., 
L i '-.X .. Le c .. ~. '! -· 'vv L..-1 L(... 

... t~(L,; '~~~- e. ~- "'-·: c..j!.-·l::J: ~\1 
./ ' ( ;,; 

' / ': ./ DUt..L /:> .. ::}./'' 

J 
/..~"/ 

,-7 /LIL.· 

i\ 
; J . 

I; ·' ! ,\ 

f") .. Ar1"--''!...J ''* 
I .f 

J ~-

(} • ,'~ii) :( j ,,,/.. 1 • ', I rt .:,(1_ ,; "i!' /'1 l! )j/-t."f it"l.r"./<''-'J/..../~ 
.. J t ... ·'-' ... ·v:V:' '· "\ '"' >} , v• 

,/ v 

1 
I 

//.•"" ,, . .' 

.f:_ll. Ct .. 

!.'/ 

. I ;;:;.;} ·:T 
,\_7 rel-le 



-;;: 111'7 t/ ;;£_ :::J IA S/ Re(!_ l!llJ/ll lle;9e& OP Tiie. /? CLe 0 ;;- /; o,.J s. 

flt;;;;/;v"b·/ r/9///-.7~ V.,,6>£.R.. T/f/1/ l"tt.t. eJ>h/2t::>h1 ·Ioele:.. f>liA<l!L 

~fJ/.l]l'L Ft?v2.I/ '{£/112-S !J-00 · T /IM $-Ab.c~$& cf /N' ~~L 

J;n.;>8£"Je:r' eF ~ttc,,fl 4LLe011-7iDA.Js c(. c§"uy/£c:..;- tJF /ff..£ 

IJN iN0 JN ( Dt, \/€.II, FfVTH<i!:"'- vff{)1!£_ js Ii- Vear Klrvl:; 

~ Wf),..),/;.efLFuL. f.111,.J I ~u/ #v/L-£ •C5t)) /JN Cq/~:7HNIJ}/p0 

Pa..1~sr ..L ffi/.e yh1 .;/. 711e /J-<&f/-P/&e-esc duffB"''l.S 
H1l"1 i,,v fl;~ /JM,e_ b>F ;veef) #a> /-1JlcH IJ~~ .:Z:-&0

1 
4-

p ;2.117 -;;:;; R -ff (ju 12 (], E;;.;;; F"' (,,_ (!,{)/I) al.«. ,. ; " ,J . 

R1 ~~ ~~I :a~ D 
OFFICE OF THE 

ARCHBISHOP 

AOC 021130 



AOC 021131 



SG u I Fol!._M lGr-Jl:,(_. 

~-.~tr\~ I) zooJ 

AOC 021132 



March 1st, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George O.M.T. 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

1• ,v,r.J1 1 ft., < .f..,,( :::({/d3 

RF-;~;!;~ I 0 
OFFICE OF THE 

ARCHBISHOP 

We have recently learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father Vader. These reportedly 
date back 40 plus years and as a result, we are told that Father Vader cannot celebrate Mass and must remain at 
the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30 days. This news is a shock and is unbelievable to us. 

My husband and myself have known father for 3 years, and we cannot understand any of this. We have known 
him as a kind and compassionate priest. When we married, my husband and I bought a house in the suburbs. 
We had previously grown up in the city and we were accustomed to the traditional family atmosphere of the 
parishes found in the urban setting. When we went to several different masses at local parishes in our new 
neighborhood, they lacked the warm and heartfelt parish family that we were used to. In our local churches, we 
felt that the clergy was extremely patronizing to the parishioners. This attitude was so severe that we would 
leave church feeling bitter. At times, we would question whether to continue practicing the Catholic faith. 

Because of this, we decided to join my parents and grandmother at Sacred Heart Church. Immediately, Father 
Vader made us feel welcomed, and his sincere respect for his parish family was shown. He treated the 
parishioners as equals, which allowed us to listen more attentively to his homilies. Now, we do leave church 
feeling reconnected with God. Therefore, we have a renewed faith in the Catholic Church, and we feel that we 
have become better Christians. 

In addition to us having a positive experience at Sacred Heart, my parents have also felt Father Vader's 

Please reconsider Father Vader's placement during the investigation process. This man has dedicated his life to 
helping other people. His parish is his family. To keep them away from him hurts Father Vader, as well as, the 
parishioners of Sacred Heart. 

Sincerely, 
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March 1•1, 2003 

Father James Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan Avenue Suite #543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Father Kaczorowski, 

We have recently learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father Vader. These reportedly 
date back 40 plus years and as a result, we are told that Father Vader cannot celebrate Mass and must remain at 
the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30 days. This news is a shock and is unbelievable to us. 

My husband and myself have known father for 3 years, and we cannot understand any of this. We have known 
him as a kind and compassionate priest. When we married, my husband and I bought a house in the suburbs. 
We had previously grown up in the city and we were accustomed to the traditional family atmosphere of the 
parishes found in the urban setting. When we went to several different masses at local parishes in our new 
neighborhood, they lacked the warm and heartfelt parish family that we were used to. In our local churches, we 
felt that the clergy was extremely patronizing to the parishioners. This attitude was so severe that we would 
leave church feeling bitter. At times, we would question whether to continue practicing the Catholic faith. 

Because of this, we decided to join my parents and grandmother at Sacred Heart Church. Immediately, Father 
Vader made us feel welcomed, and his sincere respect for his parish family was shown. He treated the 
parishioners as equals, which allowed us to listen more attentively to his homilies. Now, we do leave church 
feeling reconnected with God. Therefore, we have a renewed faith in the Catholic Church, and we feel that we 
have become better Christians. 

Please reconsider Father Vader's placement during the investigation process. This man has dedicated his life to 
helping other people. His parish is his family. To keep them away from him hurts Father Vader, as well as, the 
parishioners of Sacred Heart. 

Sincerely, 

:,, 

<l y 
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March 3, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George 
Archbishop of Chicago 
~QBox l979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear CaFdinat George, 

First of all~ I would like to thank you for responding to the many 
letters received from the ~~e ofSacred Heart. This accusation 
against Fr. Vader has touched-all of us very deeply and we are very 
upset and angry about it. One thin_g that realty is difficult to 
understarut is how can a manbe removed from his ministry when 
he hasn't even been given the chance to appear before the Review 
Board and ans-wet their·~ di1ectly. Father Vader., s- removal 
was based on tire intel}Jfetatioo of wltat ire said at a meeting 
between "the Vicarand- Leah McClusky. This seems totally unfair 
to ·me. Why can~ FF._, -himseit: ~ar before-this board and be 
questioned directly? Have his accusers appeared· before this 
board? Itis-myunderstandin_g1hat he hasn't been able to face his 
accusers, either. Bishop Peny-stoodun our.altar and1old the 
congregationihat Fatherwas--innocent nnti1 :proven guilty.· 1t 
certainly seems that in the eyes of the church~he is gnilcy-until 
proven imrocent. l-umierstand1hat with all-1he abuseihat has- .gone 
on for ye~s and that has-nowbeen published inthe press,_ thatthe 
church must do all that is- I!Os-sible to see that this does-not happen 
again. T~lumiras:swung so fm back the other way. 
Doesn't is=see1nfeasibk that if the:te was only one accusation that 
allegedlyhaI?Pened-45-years-ago,--it should be tieated diffetently 
than cases whete there me 1nultiple accusations-againstp1iests? I 
truly feeliu-my heart that these won1en are just uutfor a-quick 
buck and-are using Fr. V--ader to b:y-1llld get it. b1 the 111ean titne, he 
is banishe_d-tcrthe Retreat House and the church---hopesi:hat1rllwill 
forget abeutit and that it will go away. 
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Now we wait for the canonical trial process 10 be put into place 
and who knows how long that will take. How can he defend these 
alleged allegations from so long ago'? These two women have 
each other1o corroborate any story that they like. He has no one!1 
There, again, it is1otallymrfair. We, who have known Fr. for so 
many ye~ find this whole situation totallyunbelievabieandpra_y 
that after 30 days-you will 1etmn irim1o us illd-tothe connnutrity 
that he has- sowiliingzy served for over 50 years. 

Sincerely, 

Cc: Rel[_ James Kaczorowski 
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March 4, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George 
O.M.I. Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I am writing in the behalf and total support of Father Vader of Sacred Heart Church, 
11701 South Church St. Chicago, IL. Over the many years myself and my children have 
come to look forward to our weekly visitation with Father Vader. We always loved his 
passionate and heartfelt sermons and messages from the Great Creator. My Children have 
been especially taken by Father's Christian message. I would have to say that Father 
Vader is as passionate about the message of God as any priest I've ever heard preach. 

Father Vader, 2 yrs ago now, was very kind to our family in a special way. 

We are all very grateful and forever indebted to Father Vader. 

Our family does not know all of the particular's of the Fathers accusations. What we do 
know is that Father is the kind of priest, the kind of man, one can be very grateful to have 
known and to have been served in the name of the Lord, by Father Vader. 

At this time of great trial, we are in full support of and all are prayers are with and for our 
Father Vader, Vicor of our Church, Sacred Heart! 

~EcE1vEO ~{J- --n 
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March 4, 2003 

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 No. Michigan A venue-Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Mr. Kaczorowski: 

I am writing in the behalf and total support of Father Vader of Sacred Heart Church, 
11701 South Church St. Chicago, IL. Over the many years myself and my children have 
come to look forward to our weekly visitation with Father Vader. We always loved his 
passionate and heartfelt sermons and messages from the Great Creator. My Children have 
been especially taken by Father's Christian message. I would have to say that Father 
Vader is as passionate about the message of God as any priest I've ever heard preach. 

Father Vader, 2 yrs ago now, was very kind to our family in a special way. 

We are all very grateful and forever indebted to Father Vader. 

Our family does not know all of the particular's of the Fathers accusations. What we do 
know is that Father is the kind of priest, the kind of man, one can be very grateful to have 
known and to have been served in the name of the Lord, by Father Vader. 

At this time of great trial, we are in full support of and all are prayers are with and for our 
Father Vader, Vicor of our Church, Sacred Heart! 
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March 5, 2003 

j 

When we heard the a/legations against Father Vader, we were shocked and disappointed 

that someone would accuse him of something that happened 40 years ago. We have known 

Father Vader since 1968. He was a very good pastor and spiritual leader of Holy Name of 

Mary church. We continue to believe him to be a man of God and a dedicated priest who 

takes his vows seriously. 

He has been a welcomed guest in our home many times and has always conducted 

himself appropriately. We believe that the truth will prevail and he will be returned to 

his priestly duties soon. 

Sincerely, with love and prayers, 

Parishioners of Holy Name of Mary Church 
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March 5, 2003 

When we heard the allegations against Father Vader, we were shocked and disappointed 

that someone would accuse him of something that happened 40 years ago.· We have known 

Father Vader since 1968. He was a vety good pastor and spiritual leader of Holy Name of 

Maty church. We continue to believe him to be a man of God and a dedicated priest who 

takes his vows seriously. 

He has been a welcomed guest in our home many times and has always conducted 

hi~selfappropriately. ·we believe.that the truth will prevail and he will be returned to 

his priestly duties soon. 

Sincerely, with love and prayers, 

Parishfoners 'of Holy Name o; Maty Church ,·, .... .. ,• ~ ~· .. 

· 1 .... .., ' ":' r I • •, • . • ~ 
r •·· .~ . .,. : \ ... r. .. . 

\ •:, 

AOC 021159 



. ~- ~ ~ ¥. n, 
:QU~-1~~~ 

.Y'nAh ~ ~I}~.~~ 

'7!J U-W ~ ~ ~JL ~~ 

~~~~J~~ 
. . cv.,_Q_ ~ . ~ -~ 

~~ . 

M_, tL- ~ ~ ·~ ~;;t,-

~ ·~· 

..Q ~ ~ ~· ~ &;Ji~ 

v~ ~ ~d-e., all__ ~ ·1~ 

~ iJr- ~ . !Mu ~ tUl ~ ~ ..J-
. . 

/0~ J~ ~~v~ ~ 

-~u_ 1Jc ~~I 
~ ~· ~ b-uJ-(, ~ 

AOC 021160 



~ ~ -itp· l>-V'(_ ~~~ ~. 

~~~A01~~ 
r,0-~~~.J~,. 

~ UfJ .w~ ._L_;_ ~ ~ 
·~ /'{).L ~') MX~~ . . 

w~~~~~ 

~'ll-1 v~ ~ ~ ~ _j<kvk 

~~~ 

. hJl, A.k.71·Lf1A-/J ~ . 

' 

AOC 021161 



·' . .. 

AOC 021162 



~M_ 4' v (l,_,LQ_l(_/\ I~ Lt ~ ~ 
~~~~\A)~~~~ 
. Wt~~~ ~()I 
~ w ~~'-Hu_~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -----....._,,, 

~ ~ r:-~. b-h ~ w~ 
~~VY'\~~~~ 

0-<i ~\ ~~ ~ ~ (;~ 
~' .~~~~Ju~ 
&Lc\..Q~ ~u~ ~ ,~ 

cl3 A, \) ~ ~'YNl__ -t~ ~-d ~ 
~~~\~ 

\~~~~~ ~~~ 
Qj__,~ \(__~"-°'--~ ' 

~ 
~~~l) 

AOC 021163 



O!== c E IVE_D 
I\/ MAR 1 0 20~ 

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 

AOC 021164 



R
~ __ gEIVE u 

. I MAR - 7 20~;-I 
OFFICE OF THE 

ARCHBISHOP 

AOC 021165 



March 8, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60609 

Dear Cardinal George, 

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 

The only words to describe our reaction to the 40-year old allegations against Father 
Vader are shock and disbelief. We know him to be a good priest and we cannot 
understand how anyone could charge him as they have. He is a kind and caring man who 
has most certainly been wrongly accused. Father Vader has always been there for us and 
we now owe him our support. 

Our parish is made up of families from different locations on Chicago's Southside and 
surrounding suburbs, which makes it very unique. We happen to be drawn to the Shrine 
of the Sacred Heart as a family and Father Vader is our leader. Father Vader is a very 
meek man and has always been there for his parish family. 

We have shared religious and social events with Father Vader and cherish the times we 
have spent with him. He married my daughter, baptized her children, and officiated over 
funerals of our family members ... and I are very active in the church, •••••• 

. We know Father Vader very well and are very hurt by 
the allegations. We feel that he would serve the Catholic Church best ifhe were able to 
return home to his family at Sacred Heart. 

We continue to pray for him and the other priests that have been wrongly accused. 

Most sincerely, 
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MaJtc.h 8th 2003 

Rev Jamel> Ka.c.zOll.aw.6fU 
645 NaJLt.h M.i.c.hi.ga.n Ave.nae. Suile. #543 
Ch.i.c.a.ga IL 60611 

v e.aJt J ..im, 

Tha.nk yau. na~ a.Lt yau.'ve. dane.. 

I ha.ve. nau.nd a!J,t; that I c.a.n get a. c.aptJ afi the. p~ac.e.e.di..ng.6 
a.n a.Lt the. he.a!U.ng.6 a.gai.Mt me. wh.i.c.h taak pla..c.e. .i.n yaM 
an6.i.c.e.. I waui.d al.6a Li.ke. to ha.ve. a. c.apy afi the. 
he.a.IU'..ng~/mee..t.i..ng~ w.lth my a.ec.u~aJt.6 a.nd .i.n a.ddi.t.i.an, 
a.ny me.e.ti.ng.6/he.~g~ w.lth the. Rev.i.e.w BaaJtd. 

My atta~ne.y~ a.nd I wa.nt to ge.t ~e.a.dy na~ the. ~e.c.and 
he.~g wh.i.c.h yau. me.nti.ane.d ta me. whe.n I WM .i.n yaM 
an ft.i.c.e. .i.n F e.bM.My. 

In you. da nat ha.ve. t~ infia~a.tian, waul.d yau. pie.Me. 
let me ~naw wha I can ca~cA; ta ha.ve th.Ui ~ent ta 
me.. 

I ne.e.d ta know the.' 66.Uaw.i.n.g .lnfia~a.ti.an -

The. namu afi my ac.c.MoJt.6 
Whe.n the.y we.nt to ~chool at Holy C~o~~ (l:fe.a.Jt.6) 
Whvr.e the.y lived .i.n the ptV!.iAh a.nd who wvr.e 
th~ ~.i.bling~ 

I a.pp~e.c..i.a.te. he~g 6Mm you. M qu..i.c.kly M paM.i.ble.. 

c.c.: F~nw CaJtdi..na.i Ge.o~ge. OMI 
File. 

Re.g~ 

( .... 

/,;zn,thonq V«dvr. 
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March 10, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, 
Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Our family is greatly saddened on hearing 
about the accusations against Fr. Anthony 
Vader. We have known Fr. Vader for over 
15 years now. 

Everything we have known and seen Fr. Vader 
all these years fully convince us that 
these accusations are nothing but lies, 
designed to destroy a good, honest 
and holy man. 

We would like to share with you one of our 
experiences with Fr. Vader. 

the Quezon Association of the 
Midwest (QAM). One of the organizations 
activities is the Mayflower Celebration. 
I was looking for a church where we can 
have the celebration of the mass and the 
mayflower offering. With just one phone 
call with Fr. Vader, he agreed to be 
"host church" for our celebration. 

With our prayers for Fr. Vader to have his 
name cleared so that he can return to his 
ministry soon. 
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Eminence Cardinal George 
Chicago, Illinois 

March I 0, 2003 

Dear Cardinal George: 

We have just learned of the allegations made against our retired 
Pastor, Father Vader. These reportedly date back 40 plus years 
and as a result, we are told Father Vader cannot celebrate Mass and 
must remain at the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30 
days. This 'news' is a shock and unbelievable to everyone. 

We've known Father for many years and cannot understand any of 
this. We know him as a kind person and wonderful priest. 

Sine el 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Greetings all, 

John Treanor 
Kaczorowski, James; Leonatti, Janet; McCluskey, Leah 
3/10/03 10:36AM 
files in the Archives 

files are still her. He is schduled again tomorrow afternoon. I doubt he will be done 
though. The legal team for Fr. Vader will also be in again on Tueday afternoon. I will return the records of ••t to Legal Office later today. 
Peace 
Jae 

John J. Treanor 
Vice Chancellor 
Archives & Records 
711 W. Monroe 
Chicago, IL 60661 
(312)831-0711 (ext. 873) 
jtreanor@archchicago.org 

.· P?3g~ 1 I 
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05/14/2003 12:39 FAX 31260691~3 SUITE 1938 

RE: A Vader 
Archives 
March 10> 2003> 1:45 p.m. 

: f A(< r 1111- List of Authors of Letters of Character Reference 

Morgan Park Baptist Cli'~cb 

kne·w A Vader at H~ly Cross since age 8 as new priest. 
i; 
' ;_ 

'. 
Phillipine Consul General 
Vouches1for character of A Vader 
k110"wn A. Vader for over 50 years 

12 petitions with 12 signatures each frnm Sacred Heart Church 
Program Book For A. Vader's 501

h Anniversary 
The members of Samahong Santo N"lll0 

c/o have km>wn A Vader since late 1950's and early 1960's - ~ighest 
ethical and respectful behavior and most inspiring spiritual 
integrity.,, 

Signed by 24 people 

St. Bernard Hospital 
76 signatures - includes••••• 

Gra.duai:ed Holy Cross 1963 

I 

ta!Ol6 
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05/14/2003 12:39 FAX 31260691~, SUITE 1938 ~017 

Knew him all through Grammar School (very positive) 

Knew him since I was a little girl. 
Very strong letter - Social Worker & Prosecutor of 

sexual offenders. 
A Vader married them in 1958 at Holy Cross. Met 
A Vader in 1957 

Was abused by a 24 year old married man - herself. 
Very strong in favor of A. Vader. 

Knew A Vader from Holy Cross since age 13 (now 

64) strong 

former seminary classmate 

''He was spiritual advisor to Philippine Nurses 
Association of Chicago (PNAC). I knew since 
1969. 
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05/14/2003 12:39 FAX 31260691~3 SUITE 1938 @018 

Several of us have known A Vader as far back as 
the late SO's and early 601s. His words and actions 
have conveyed nothing but the highest ethical and 
respectful behavior and the most inspiring spirlrtual 

integrity. 
3 4 Signatures on letter. 
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2d letter from Samahang Santo Ni110- c/o 
69 Signatures 

SUITE 1938 141019 

AOC 021180 



3-11-03 

Dear Cardinal George, 

I have just learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, 

Father Vader. This news is hard to believe for everyone. I know Father to 

be a devoted and caring priest. I pray Father Vader will overcome these 

allegations and return to Sacred Heart Church. I also pray that the accu-

sers find the peace of mind the seek. 

Yours Truely 

I r r. I,,_ 
r~..:( .if>i1l' ,f' ''I 
?r ' 

r · :::,"· r.'"'11 • "' 
/ 

, ,, ,,, ""' , 

,,~~~~ ;~~1 u 
OFFICE OF THE 

ARCHBISHOP 
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March 11, 2003 R1~;;:;~0 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
P.O. BOX 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

OFFICE Or THE' 
ARCHBISHOP 

Thank you for responding to our letter of February 11, 2003, concerning the allegations 
made against our Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader. 

We are deeply disturbed, Your Eminence, regarding the second paragraph of your letter 
stating that "The Reviewing Board deliberated long and hard before judging that there is 
reasonable cause to believe the accuser's story." 

It is incredible that the Reviewing Board could come to this conclusion! Based on the 
inconsistencies in the facts, we feel strongly that Fr. Vader is falsely accused. We hope 
soon that Fr. Vader will be restored to his Ministry at Sacred Heart Church. 

Enclosed for your perusal is a copy of a news item from the Internet on a study made of 
False Memories Easily Implanted. Hopefully, the Reviewing Board has access to the 
same information. 

Our prayers are with you, and our Church at this difficult time. 

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar of Priests 
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Francis Cardinal George O.M.l. 
Archdiochese of Chicago 
PO Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George; 
I am writing to you in reaction to the 40 year old allegations against Father Vader. It is 
shocking and unbelieveable that a man with such faith, leadership, and compassion 
would be taken from us. It is my understanding that he must spend 30 days at the 
Retreat House upon further investigation of this matter. I ask you to please give this 
matter your personal and utmost attention. Father Vader has been a great source of faith 
and consulation to my family and myself. He has shown compassion with my family 
through the death of my mother and my aging father. I have the most respect for him and 
have never felt in anyway was he a threat to our parishioners. We miss him terribly and 
although we have a wonderful group of priests willing to step into Father Vader's shoes 
his will be difficult. It is very hard to fill the most confortable, well worn, best fit ever. 
We love him, we miss him and most of all we support him until all allegations are 
settled. 

Thank you for your support and may God bless you: 

o.ECEIVE_o 
h I MAR 11 2003 I 

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 
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Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Dear Cardinal George: 

March 12, 2003 

It has taken me some time to fully arrive at my focus in this letter to you. I will avoid any 
feelings of anger or comments stemming from misunderstanding. I will only express my 
love for Father Vader and ask only for you to help in the proper treatment of a fine man 
and a holy priest. Father Vader's close friendship has been a blessing to me for nearly 
forty years and my wife and we feel that we know and love him as a beloved member of 
our family. 

Father Vader has been a living symbol of all the good the Roman Catholic Church can 
bring to the world and specifically to those multitudes in his personal care which is 
rooted in his faith and his God. 

It is not possible to imagine any evil in this man who has shared so much hove and has 
been a constant inspiration to four generations of my family. He has buried, married, 
baptized all of us. He has taught us respect and deep love of God and as well as love for 
each other. Have an unfailing love for Father Vader and a trust in his goodness that will 
never be changed. It has been proven by his life. 

With respect for your integrity and compassion in helping Father Vader, I am, 
Yours trul 

n E c E Iv E----c 
Ki-MAR 1 ; 2;3mwl LI 
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March 12, 2003 

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Rev. Fr. Kaczorowski, 

Our family is greatly saddened by the accusations placed upon Fr. Anthony J. Vader and his 
removal from the ministry due to allegations of sexual misconduct with minors. 

In the forty ( 40) years our family has known Fr. Vader, we have not had one incident of 
misconduct and/or misrepresentation of his position as a priest to our family, friends, and the 
communities he has served. 

Father Anthony J. Vader, Spiritual Advisor to Philippine Nurses Association of Chicago assisted 
in the change of immigration ruling for foreign educated nurses. He participated in the defeat of 
the resolution against foreign educated nurses which would have inhibited these nurses to come 
to the United States. He fought in the Legislative Halls of Springfield to change the requirements 
for licensure of foreign educated nurses. 

Through all these years he had made himself available for counseling families and members of 
PNA of Illinois. 

We firmly believe that Fr. Vader is innocent of these allegations and hope that the investigation 
will clear his name. 

We pray for an early exoneration of Fr. Vader, and that he will be able to minister to the 
parishioners of the Sacred Heart Mission. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 

RE~~~ 71 ~;\0 
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March 12, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal George: 

This letter is concerning the terrible accusations made against Father Anthony Vader. I 
have had terrible tragedies in my life and I don't know how I would have managed 
without Father Vader. 

You can see why we love him so very much. All during this time, this gracious, kind and 
generous man was in our lives, he brought nothing but joy and compassion. This loving 
priest deserves only our love and trust. God knows this and I know he will guide you in 
any decisions made about him. .--·---........__, 

Respectfully, 

OFFICE OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP 

AOC 021189 



March 12, 2003 

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan A venue - Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Rev. Kaczorowski: 

This letter is concerning the terrible accusations made against Father Anthony Vader. I 
have had terrible tragedies in my life and I don't know how I would have managed 
without Father Vader. 

You can see why we love him so very much. All during this time, this gracious, kind and 
generous man was in our lives, he brought nothing but joy and compassion. This loving 
priest deserves only our love and trust. God knows this and I know he will guide you in 
any decisions made about him. 

AOC 021190 



Vicar General 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

March 13, 2003 

Dear-: 

P<>>t Ofric~ Box I '!79 
Chicngo, Illinois Hlh9il-1'179 

(112) 7~1-H271 
Fax: (112) ~17-h379 

RECEIVED 

MAR 1 4 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

I deeply appreciated your recent letter concerning Father Vader. Your background as 
parishioner, social worker and attorney ma.kes your defense of Father Vader all the more 
impressive. As a classmate and friend of his, I am most grateful for the suppo11 and affirmation 
you and so many others have given him. 

As you know, Father Vader's case is in the hands of the Professional Fitness Review 
Board. Presuming your permission I am going to send a copy of your letter to Ms. Leah 
McCluskey, the Review Board's administrator. 1 hope it will be of help to the Board in 
evaluating the allegations against Father Vader. 

With prayers and best wishes, I remain 

cc: Ms. Leah McCluskey 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

March 14, 2003 

Rev. Anthony Vader 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear Tony: 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

I realize you must have many questions about what is happening with regard to your 
situation. I have appreciated your patience and understanding, and I thank you again for 
agreeing not to exercise ministry while your case is pending. As you know, the Dallas Charter 
and Norms created a canonical difficulty. They required bishops to act immediately, but Church 
law prohibited us from taking any action under the Norms until they received the approval of the 
Holy See. I am very grateful to each of you for cooperating in the implementation of the Charter 
and Norms, even though that cooperation has taken a toll on you. I am writing the same letter to 
each of you so that you are clear as to what will be happening next. 

The Holy See approved the revised Norms on December 8, 2002, and Bishop Gregory 
indicated they would go into effect March I, 2003. I want you to be aware of the implications 
of this, so that at least you will understand how we will be proceeding in the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. There are still some aspects of the process that the USCCB Committee on Canonical 
Affairs is working on, so some part of the process are less clear than others. 

In the near future, I will be submitting each of your cases to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, as required by the Norms that Congregation issued in 2001. At that time, I 
will ask the Congregation for a dispensation from the statute of limitations so that we are free to 
conduct a trial according to the Code of Canon Law. 

The reason for my request will be that the seriousness and the nature of the matter 
demand it. The sexual misconduct of clergy has caused great harm to the Church in the United 
States. Unless the Church appears to be taking these allegations seriously, we will lose the 
confidence of our faithful people and the Church in the United States will no longer have a 
credible voice. 

Moreover, the nature of sexual abuse is such that those who are abused often repress the 
memory of these actions for many years. It has taken great courage on the part of many of them 
to come forward with these accusations. I can assure you that they did not make their decisions 
easily. Whether these actions took place, who was involved, and other such matters are things 
that are to be dealt with in a canonical trial. But I do not doubt for a moment the sincerity of 
those who have claimed to be victimized. 

AOC 021192 



At the same time I submit the case to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, I 
will make formal what up to now has been simply an agreement between you and me. The 
Essential Norms for the United States require that at this time I issue a decree, in virtue of canon 
1722, prohibiting you from exercising sacred ministry and directing where you are to reside. 

If the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith dispenses from the statute of limitations 
and directs me to conduct a trial here in Chicago, I will then submit all the material from your 
case to Father Bill Woestman, the Promoter of Justice, who will the present a petition to the 
Metropolitan Tribunal. The petition will ask the Tribunal to decide two issues: Did you commit 
an act of sexual misconduct, as described in canon 1395? If the answer to that is affirmative, 

. shall the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state be applied to you? 

At this point, if you have not already engaged the services of a canonical advocate, you 
will be required to do so. Your advocate's job is to ensure the protection of your rights and to 
raise any issues with regard to the above questions. 

According to the wishes of the USCCB, the judges for the trial will be chosen from a 
pool of judges who will be trained in Washington during the last two weeks of February. This 
will ensure that no Archdiocesan priest will be deciding your case. 

The judges will use the information that has been gathered by the Fitness Review Board 
Administrator, the Vicar for Priests, the Victim Assistance Minister, and your own personnel 
file. They may also ask for additional information in the case, as they see fit. You or your 
advocate can also propose other questions to the judges that would assist them in their 
investigation. 

After the judges have collected all the information in the case, you and your advocate will 
be allowed access to all of the information that the judges will be using in making their decision. 
You will also be allowed to comment on the information you review, and your advocate will be 
given an opportunity to present arguments in the case. 

At the conclusion of the process, both the Promoter of Justice and you can appeal the 
decision of the Tribunal. The appeal can be based upon the procedures that were followed 
during the course of the trial or upon the merits of the decision that was handed down. 
According to the 2001 Norms of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, these appeals are 
to be directed to the Supreme Apostolic Tribunal of that Congregation. 

I believe that this is the most effective way to ensure that justice is served in the Church. 
By using our legal system, the rights of all parties are guaranteed and decisions are made on the 
basis of correct jurisprudence. Regardless of the outcome, the decisions will not only be ju~t, but 
they will also appear just in the eyes of our people. This will demonstrate that decisions are not 
made in an arbitrary manner in the Church, but are made in an orderly and well-reasoned 
manner. 

It is for this reason that I will not make any administrative decisions about the disposition 
of your case. I believe the judicial process will allow you and your advocate to present 
arguments concerning the substance of the case and the procedures that have been followed. The 

AOC 021193 



judges will then be able to render a decision on this matter which is consistent with our 
jurisprudence and canonical practice. 

I am very much aware of the pain that you have gone through during these months. 
While this has been personally painful for you, I believe this time has also given our people an 
opportunity to look at this issue more thoroughly and realize its complexity. Some of the 
stridency has lessened, and people seem to be reassured that the cases will be handled in a just 
and equitable manner. 

You have been in my prayers each day, and I ask that you continue to keep me in yours 

F~yoh-hris' 

Francis Cardinal George, 0 .M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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March 15, 2003 

Dear Cardinal George, 

I am writing this letter in response to the recent allegations 
against Father Vader. I have been a parishioner of Sacred Heart 
Church since my family moved to-back in 1976. The only 
reason I have stayed with the Catholic Church is because of 
Father Vader, he is a kind and compassionate man and the false 
allegations against are cruel and unjust. 
It is ironic how all of a sudden this supposed incident has come to 
light and I know that God is testing my faith and that of my 
family to be good Catholics and to forgive these women of their 
cruel intent. 
I hope you find out what many of us already know and that is that 
Father Vader is innocent of these allegations and is an asset to 
the community and people that he serves. 

Sincerely, 
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March 17. 2003 

REV. FR. JAMES T. KACZOROWSKI 
VICAR FOR PRIESTS 
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE- SUITE 543 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 50511 

Dear Father Kaczorowski, 

Our f arnily has been deeply saddened upon rece1v1ng the un
believable sad news regarding the accusations made against 
Fr. Anthony J. Vader. 

To my recollection from several years past, Fr. Vader has 
been a very sincer~; honest man and very holy indeed, if I may 
say so. We have had opportunities to meet and discuss with him 
in our religious and social meetings several aspects of human 
problems to which he had been deeply sympathetic. I venture to 
speak in behalf of my fellow country men (Filipinos) and for 
all people who know him pe•rsonally that we all have the deepest 
respect for his sincerity and devotion to duties. 

lam very confident that in the very near future and with God~s 
help and his friends this holy person will soon find peace of 
mind and will soon be indeed exonerated . Most specially, he 
can count on our most fervent prayers for the speedy resolution 
of this delicate problem. We also pray for his continued good 
health and strength to weather all these shameful accusations. 

We are also troubled by the Archdiocese's decision in not pro
viding any legal support to accused priests. This attitude 
most probably sterns to previous situations. There has to be 
a shining exception to every situation and I am very certain 
this is one of them. 

Father Vader is innocent. May God blesS: him forever. 

prayers1 
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APR - 9 2003 
March 19, 2003 

[___ - . ... ---~'- __ ] 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal George, 

I know Father Anthony Vader through our association as members of the Maple Park/Morgan 
Park Ministerial Alliance. I have been a member of this organization for over a decade. I have 
listened to the words of wisdom, comfort and exhortation from Father Vader in our meetings and 
in sermons given by him in our Alliance worship services. 

When I lived in Morgan Park, I would often see Father Vader as he jogged around Ada Park in 
his red jogging clothes, waving at people in the neighborhood. 

I am saddened that accusations have been made concerning Father Vader's conduct from 
years past. I do not believe that the person I know and have known would be guilty of any 
conduct that would bring shame to the name of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Today's climate makes it seem plausible that members of the clergy might have done things in 
the past that were hidden, and that some even now might be engaged in conduct offensive to 
God. Yet, the only persons who know the truth of the situations are those who might have done 
whatever was done, and those who were the targets of the deeds. Beyond that, there is a more 
faithful witness, and it is God. (Prov 15:3 KJV) "The eyes of the LORD are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good." 

I am praying that the Lord will vindicate Father Vader, just as Cardinal Bernadine was. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Rev. J. T. Kaczorowski 
Sacred Heart Church : 
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March 19, 2003 

Dear cardinal George, 

I am writing this letter as a parishioner of sacred 
Heart church. I am 14 years of age and have been 
attending mass at sacred Heart for as far back as I 
can remember. My mother has explained to me the 
recent allegat1ons against Father Vader and I feel 
he has been unjustly accused. With recent incidents 
of priest in the catholic church, I feel that these 
persons have decided to ruin an innocent man's life 
for their own personal gain. 
I will stand behind Father Vader and I will not 
believe nor listen to these persons who are in it 
for the money. 
I hope you find out what many already know and that 
is that Father Vader is innocent of these 
allegations and is an asset to the community and 
people that he serves. 

Sincerely, 

50 
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March 27, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Cardinal George: 

I .r....,., r r :;:--:::::_:-- -,- ~ .. -, 
, ~,~ '-<' L..:. i '</ 

I ,f.,J; -I , ! 
i MAR 3 1 2003 

~~ ~I 
L_ ___________ -

OH- ICC: OF I HE 
ARCHBISHOP 

You have heard from most of my family regarding Father Anthony Vader. It is now my 
time to speak. I am saddened and angry with the Catholic Church for the treatment of 
this holy man. . · 

Father Vader has done nothing that can be proven. Our ancestors came to this country to 
flee religious persecution. The treatment he is receiving is just that. People are innocent 
until proven guilty. He has had no trial, only accusations from many years ago. In our 
country even the worst men accused of crimes are out on bail. Father Vader is isolated 
and kept from his friends and flock. Nothing has been proven. If he is found "not 
guilty," how will you restore his good name and the days you have disgraced him? So 
many priests in the Catholic Church have been found guilty. Does that mean Father 
Vader is one of them by association? 

If Father Vader is guilty then he should be punished. As of today, no stain on his name 
has been proven. I am justly angry and my eyes are ablaze with frustration and fear. Just 
as Jesus was angry at the "Cleansing of the Temple" in el Greco" masterpiece, I am 
angry at the church for the unjust treatment of an innocent priest. His is not in the best of 
health, old, with only one good eye. He has given his life to the Catholic Church and his 
punishment is isolation. Don't you fear, as Cardinal Brendan was falsely accused, that 
some woman might decide there is money to be made ... and accuse you? How would the 
church handle Cardinal George in the same situation? What would you do then? You 
would remember, for the rest of your life, as I have done, remembering-. 

hA ,;;?. 
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Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 

1 ·•· ·I APR -2 2003 ;, .! 
kti \~)} 

L_ _ ---- ---- ___ : 645 North Michigan Avenue - Suite 543 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski, 

01 i :c,: Or I HE 
AF\CHJi:>HO? 

It is with deep concern and disbelief to learn about the accusation of an alleged 
misconduct of Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader some 45 years ago. My family and I had close 
association with Fr. Vader since we came to the United States in 1973 when my late 
husband, was assigned at the 
Philippine Consulate General in Chicago. Because of this close association we had this 
rare opportunity to know him well and this experience was pleasant, gratifYing and 
spiritually healthy. 

Through all these years that we have known Fr. Vader, there has been no occasion at all 
that we knew of any wrong doing much less any immoral conduct that he has committed. 
On the contrary, he has always been very congenial, helpful and goes out of his way to be 
of assistance to those who sought his guidance which he did according to the morals of 
Catholic teaching. My late husband, - had been very much aware of this because 
of his close contact with the Filipino community during his term of office from 1973 up 
until 1982 when he retired. Even after his retirement we have known about the same 
support Fr. Vader has continuously given to the Filipino nationals in the way that he 
maintained his dignity and integrity as a minister of the church. It is very unlikely that he 
would have had done wrong knowing the consistency of the manner by which he conducts 
himself in his ministry. 

It is unfortunate that the good deeds and honorable intentions of Fr. Vader in extending 
assistance have been regarded with great malice thus tarnishing the reputation of a man 
of unequalled integrity as a true representative of the church, a man who finds no obstacle 
along his way just to be of assistance, a man who sees in all human beings the image of 
God in them, regardless of creed or color of skin. 

As a physician, I am aware that Fr. Vader always responds immediately to the spiritual 
needs of patients which enhances the healing process. Jn cases where it is God's Will that 
the patient returns to the Bosom of the Father, Fr. Vader gives spiritual solace and 
comfort to the grieving family. I have personally experienced this when my husband had 

in 1978 and after that successful operation, Fr. Vader 
ef!JE.ated a thanksgiving mass on our behalf Again when my husband passed away in 
... Fr. Vader was instrumental in easing up the pain of our loss not only by his 
consoling expression of sympathy and prayers but by con-celebrating during the funeral 
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mass. We are truly grateful to Fr. Vader not only for his spiritual guidance to my family 
but also to the Filipino community in Chicago and his personal mission in the Philippines. 

It is a shame that at this period of Fr. Vader's life when he is supposed to reap the fruit of 
his honorable deeds which he faithfully gave it all for 50 years of service to his ministry 
and now peacefully reflect in continued prayer and more service through his remaining 
years • he is subjected to stress, embarrassment and shame because of such petty and 
unfounded a/legations which is presumably motivated by material gains, the statute of 
limitations for criminal charges having lapsed. 

This letter expresses our support of Fr. Vader and our sincere plea for an enlightened 
guidance in the judgment process of this unfounded case. It is our prayer that this 
information be given due consideration and hopefully, may be of some help in clearing the 
name and reputation of Fr. Vader who truly deserves this fair judgment. 

Thank you for your very kind attention to this letter and we pray for peace in our hearts. 

Very truly yours, 

March 28, 2003 

cc. His Eminence Francis Cardinal George, O.MI. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
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Dear~Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, 

Our beloved pastor, Rev. AnthonY~Vader, has 
always and will continue in out hearts, to be the 
trusted spiritual leader of our parish and family. 
There has never been a single moment that our faith 
and belief in him has wavered. 

He is a worthy and outstanding priest, not only 
for our parish but for the community as well. 

Our family has never wavered in our love and 
trust in him. 

Please return our pastor, back to his parishoners. 

He is always in our prayers and thoughts. 
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Dear Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, 

I am writing again to plead for the return of our 
pastor, Rev. Anthony Vader. 

Although we have had caring priests, during these 
difficult months, no one but our parish priest know us 
quite so well. Whenever we have needed him, he has been 
there for our family. He has presided over our family's 
baptisms, First Communions, weddings and funerals. 

Father Vader has always lent his spiritual advice not 
only for our family but for any parishoner who needed hin. 

Please send our spiritual leader back to his parishoners. 
We need him! 
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MANDATE 

RECEIVED 
I, the undersigned, NOV 0 1 2004 

Reverend Anthony Vader 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

do name and establish 

Francine Quillin PBVM, JCL . 

as my Procurator-Advocate for the purpose of my recourse against any administrative or hierarchical 
processes and/or decrees initiated against me within the Archdiocese of Chicago, and before any 

Tribunal which may be assigned to hear my cause. 

I give her the power to act and discharge in her own name all the necessary and useful acts for the 
process of the cause or causes. 

Date 1/--)f-l}:.3 

This mandate was signed in my presence on 

. 0. 
Date ___!_ff--'~~<i.!&<·~L,__' =-" .,,;.3:.__ at ~~ / 41L<-1 < < .R. 

'- ~<<e4 22 u4 c e e. 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

I hereby accept appointment as the Procurator-Advocate for Rev. Anthony Vader. 

~~ ~~- 4 a.id-<! o .3 
Date U Signature 
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Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal George: 

April 7, 2003 

Its been over two months since Fr. Vader was removed from Sacred Heart and sent into 
exile in Mundelein. In your response to my first letter, you mentioned a "canonical trial 
process". What, pray tell, is holding up the process? The faith community of Sacred 
Heart Mission deserves an answer to this question. 

Also, I understand that Fr. Vader has requested permission to reside at Holy Name of 
Mary until whatever process exists to exonerate him is completed. I truly hope that you 
will agree to this request in light of his age and physical condition. 

Sincerely, 

APR - 9 2003 

l l 

t~--~--2~· 
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April 7, 2003 

Fr. James R. Kacsorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 N. Michigan Ave. - Ste. 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Fr. Kacsorowski: 

I wanted to send you this letter to voice my concerns about the false charges 
being leveled against Fr. Anthony Vader. 

As a student, altar boy, and choir member of Holy Cross Parish, graduating in 
-· I have nothing but fond memories of Fr. Vader. It is impossible to believe 
he would harm anyone, especially a child. I know him to be a kind, loving, and 
caring person. 

Talking to other members of my family who also attended Hold Cross, they agree 
with me as to Fr. Vader's character. Fr. Vader was not only a priest in our parish 
but also a close family friend, staying in touch with members of our family 
through the years, performing marriages and baptizing some of our children. 

My concern is how anyone can falsely make a claim about something that 
supposedly happened 45 years ago (in a girl scout troop that as far as I can find 
out never existed) and people will give their charges any credence at all! 

Obviously I am a supporter of Fr. Vader. I would be willing to do what I can to 
help his defense. I am offering myself, if needed, as a character witness to attest 
to the kind of person Fr. Vader is. 

Thank you for your time and attention in this matter. 

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 
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SACRED HEART CHURCH 
11652 South Church Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60643-4838 
773-233-3955 

APR - 9 2003 
ApJr..U 2003 

The Lo}(.([ woll./u, i.n mtpd.vcl.nlL6 way.ti - a.nd .tio dou the All.c.hdi.ac.ue 06 
Chi.ea.go. 

. ,C, 

It' .ti been two month.ti .tii.nc.e Fathell. Va.dell. wa..ti Jc.emoved 6Jc.om IU-6 mi.ni.6tlr.y 
a.nd moved to the Retll.eat HolL6e at Munde..tei.n. At that time we thought 
theJc.i. wu.6 a.n a.c.tu..af. pii..oc.u.o tfrxt woul.d take. pla.c.c., Jtu,ui;ti.ng ..i.:i Fa,,the.1i. 
Va.dell. bei.ng ci.ea.Jc.ed a.nd Jc.etultrUJig to Sa.Med HeaJLt. 

FatheJc. Va.dell. ha.d one meeting with the V.i.c.a.Jc., Fa..theJc. Ka.c.za.Jc.owMU.. A.6 
6a.Jc. a.-6 a. .tiec.ond meeting??? Thell.e AA no i.n6oJr.rna..tion a.va.il.a.ble a.bou,.t 
thi.-6. 

Al-60 menti.aned AA a.n Ec.ci.ui..aliti.c.a.l Coull.t - Jc.equilted .i.n ea.c.h All.c.hdi.ac.u e. 
Thell.e AA no c.oull.t i.n Chi.ea.go; U AA i.n the pMc.u.ti 06 bei.ng .tiet up. 
But, the pll.oc.edUJc.e Oil. pMc.U.ti to a.ppea.Jc. befioll.e thi.-6 CouJit??? We don't 
know. 

Al-60 a.va.i.la.ble AA a.n a.ppeai. t.o Rome. Aga..i.n we have no .i.n6oJc.ma..tion 
c.o nc.eJc.n.i.ng thi.-6 • 

Fathell. Va.dell. dou have a. Ca.non la.wyell. a..ti well a..ti th!!.ee othell. a..ttoll.ney.ti. 

Un6oll.tu.nate..ty 6oll. Sa.c.Jc.ed HeaJLt, 'wa.it.i.ng in the wing.ti' 6oll. .tiome a.n.tiwell.-6 
.i..-6 not what we do but, a.nd even moll.e unfioll.tu.na..te..ty, theJc.e .tieern-6 to be 
no a.n.tiwell.-6 • Vu pile thi.-6 Sa.Med H eaJLt wi.U c.o nti.nu.e the .6 ea.Jc.eh 6 oil. 
.i.n60Jc.ma..tion to g.i.ve you. 

Thi.-6 whole thi.ng AA i.nc.Jc.edi.bly .titlr.a.ng e. FatheJc. Va.dell. AA 7 6 yea.M old, 
ha..ti .tiome hectUh pll.oblem-6 a.nd c.ondil.i.on.ti. He .i..-6 c.VLta.i..nly no th!!.eat oil. 
da.ngell. to anyone, noll. ha..ti he evell. been. Bec.au..6e h.i..-6 CJJJVtent Jc.u.i.denc.y 
a,.t Mu.ndetei.n. i-6 ,Ln<'onven.i.en.t to .tia.y the le.Mt, FatheJc. Va.dell.' .ti pell..6o>'l1Ll 
phy.6.i.c..i.a.n ha..ti wlli.tten the Ca.Jc.di.na.l, Jc.equuti.ng that he be allowed to Uve 
a.t Holy Na.me 06 Ma.Jc.y/Sa.c.Jc.ed HeaJLt bec.a.CL6e a.U 06 h.i..-6 doc.toll..6, M well a..ti 
otheJc. pell..6ona1- ma.ttell.-6, Me loc.ated on the .tiou,.th .ti.i.de a.nd .tiou,.th .tiubUJc.ba.n 
a.Jc.ea. a.nd d.'1i..v.i.ng ba.c.k a.nd 6oll.th to Munde..te.i.n AA di.66.i.c.t.Jft 6oll. him, a.nd not 
.i.n IU-6 but .i.nteJc.ut hea.Uhwi.J.ie. Hope6ully the Ca.Jc.di.na.l wi.U a.gll.ee. 

Plea..tie Jc.emembeJr. FatheJc. Va.dell. .i.n youll. pMyell..6. Plea..tie 111--60 w!tite a.not.hell. 
let.tell. Jc.o Ca.Jc.di.na.l GeOJc.ge c.onc.eJc.n.i.ng FatheJc. Va.dell. a.nd th.i..-6 'c.a..tie. ' TheJc.e 
aJte .tie..l6 a.ddll.u.tied, .ti.tamped enve..lopu a.va.i.la.ble at the Jc.ea.Jc. 06 ChUJc.c.h. 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARO--IDIOCESE.. QllCAGO 
Post Offic:e Box 19'79 

Oticago, Illinois 60690-19'79 

April 9, 2003 

-The Quezon Association of the Midwest 
4875 N. Ashland 
Chicago, IL 60640 

Dear-

I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony 
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr. 
Vader. 

I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest. 
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very 
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the 
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the 
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be 
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the 
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step 
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry. 

In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your 
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank 
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

q:::~cJ.1-~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop Post Office Box 1979 
O.icago, Illinois 60690-1979 

April 11, 2003 

Dear 

I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony 
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr. 
Vader. 

I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest. 
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very 
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the 
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the 
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be 
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the 
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step 
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry. 

In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your 
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank 
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours. 

Si~~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Dear 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

April 11, 2003 

Post Office Box 1979 
Oticago, Illinois 60690-1979 

I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony 
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr. 
Vader. 

I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest. 
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very 
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the 
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the 
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be 
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the 
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step 
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry. 

In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your 
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank 
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

£Lu,~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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' ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop Post Office Box 1979 
Oticago, Illinois 60690-1979 

April 11, 2003 

Dear 

I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony 
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr. 
Vader. 

I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest. 
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very 
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the 
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the 
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be 
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the 
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step 
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry. 

In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your 
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank 
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours. 

Sincerely yo. urs in Chri~, 

q:~~ 'ff4v., 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

AOC 021226 



v~~ 
C--

'[t ~ 
~ +;rM (cf:/q-

~(J.3{03 
April 14, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. 
Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal; 

I just wanted to take a moment and speak on behalf of Father Anthony Vader. I've known Father 
my entire life. I was raised as a member of Holy Name ofMmy parish, and as you know, Father 
was the pastor. I attended the school during the years of Father was somewhat of a 
mentor to me, as well as a good family friend. In all of that time I've never known him to do 
anything improper. He never treated me with anything but respect, and I never heard of him 
mistreating any classmate in the seven years that I spent at the school all those years ago. 

I was extremely disheartened to learn of his present misfortune. I will never believe that Father 
Vader is capable of doing what he is accused of. He is a good man who has dedicated his life to 
God, and I truly do not believe that he deserves to spend his retirement years with this sort of 
stigma on his record. 

I am not sure ifthere is anything that you can do, but I thought that I would try just in case. I 
truly care about Father, and it hurts me to see him treated in this fashion. 

Thank you for taking time to read this. 

Sincerely, 

f.'" .~ ?" "! !" ,--.. '{''1, ~ 

I
-;.':'-· ------------- ------------ -

I APR 2 1 2003 
'11,., '' i 

!_" .._, 

!_ ________________ -
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April 16, 2003 

Francis Cardinal r,eorge, O.~.I., Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 19n 
Chicago, Il. n0690 

Dear Cardinal George: 

It's been over two months since Father Vader was removed from 
Sacred Heart Church and we have hoped and prayed for some concrete 
news about his being cleared of the unbelievable charges and allowed 
to return to us by now. 

We all would certainly appreciate hearing what exactly has transpired 
with his case since he was removed. How is it proceeding or is it? 
When will he have his day in court? This month or next month? We 
pray that it will be soon as the stress he is under certainly 
cannot be good for this good, kind man. 

We would hope that you would take into account Father Vader's age 
and health problems and allow him to return to us here at Sacred Heart. 
We do not believe that he is, or ever was, a threat to anyone. 
Considering his over 50 years of loving service to Our Lord, we pray 
that you will have some consideration for this fine person and priest 
and allow him to return to both Holy Name of Mary and Sacred Heart. 

Wishing you a Holy ~aster, we remain, respectfully yours, 

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 

i------

I 

'' 
APR 2 1 2003 

L----~-- -· ----- --~-~---

AOC 021228 



04"!21/ 2003 10: 17 FAX 

Leah McCluskey 

SUITE 1938 

P.A!l'RICE. G . .R.E.ARDO:N" 
Al'TORNEV AND COUNSELOR Ar LAW 

SUITE l938 

221 NOlllH LASALLE stREET 
CHICAGO, IUJNOIS 6o6ol 

April 18, 20.03 

Office of Professional Fi mess Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

RECEIVED 

APR ~ ' 7003 

~ 002/002 

AREA CODE 312 

372-5716 

It has come l'O my attention.that the accusations against Father Anthony Vader may 
be the subj'ect of a Second Stage Review by the Professional Fitness Review Board · 
during the meeting scheduled for April 26, 2003. I am fonnally requesting on behalf o:f 
Father V a.der that the time for this review be extended_ 

I and others have spent many hours reviewing and investigating the accusations 
and will soon be in a position to provide a written response on behalf of Father Vader. 
Preparation of this response has been slowed by the fact that Father Vader is now at 
Mundelein malcing communication. slow. Also the relevant personnel files are extensive. 
{As you know, any notes taken of these :files must be handwritten, a tedious process.) 

I do not make this request for the purpose of de.lay, but ratb.er in the interest of 
providing the Board with the most complete information upon which to base a decision. 
There would seem to be no harm caused or risk to anyon.e, since Father Vader is not 
engaging in ministry at tlris time. 

If any further information is needed, ph~ase cont.act me at any time. I will be out 
of my office until Friday, April 25, 2003. I will be able to return messages by telephone. 
I will attempt to call you during the week regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick G. Reardon 
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To: Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan Avenue- Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 6061 I 

Cc: Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 

Dear Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski, 

April 21, 2003 

Father Vader was there to concelebrate my 25th Wedding anniversary at the Holy Name 
Cathedral. 

He was there to commiserate with me during the death of my parents and parents in law. 

He was there to celebrate mass in our two children's graduation party. 

He was there to bless my children's cars before they drove on their own for the first time. 

Father Vader was always there for me and for my family. 

What can I do to repay him? I hope this feeble letter will convince you that Father Vader has 
nothing but regard for other people's happiness and well being. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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To: Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan A venue- Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Cc: Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I. 
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert 

Dear Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski, 

Father Vader is a close personal and family friend for more than 25 years. 

April 21, 2003 

As a physician, I can commiserate with Father Vader. I, too, am consistently subjected to 
nuisance suits, without any absolute merit. 

What gives people the right to malign and destroy other peoples' lives and reputation? 

I read Father Vader's letter addressed to "My dear Filipino American Family:" where he wrote: 

" ... I want you to know that I am innocent, that I have never in my lifetime touched these two 
sisters who brought these accusations ... " 

Ifl did not know Father Vader personally, I would have exclaimed "Oh, God! Another priest in a 
scandal." 

But since I do know the man, my heart is filled with rancor for his accusers and pity for the 
accused. I remember Joseph Cardinal Bemadin, dying with pancreatic cancer, when he was 
fa!sely accused. 

I am confident that the accusations against Father Vader are false and driven simply by monetary 
greed. 

I would like to know the background of the accusers and compare it with the exemplary, 
unselfish life that Father Vader has spent serving his parishioners and his Church. 

I beg you to provide Father Vader the peace arid comfort that he deserves in his retirement years. 

APR 0 3 ?liu'3 i ~ f.J -~,,I 
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April 21st 2003 

Rev James T Kaczorowski 
645 N Michigan Avenue 
Chicago IL 60611 

Dear Father Kaczorowski, 

My greatest concern for Father Vader is his 
health - psysical and mental. He does_ has 
some health problems which I understand require 
that he see his physicians from time to time 
and since they are all located in the south 
suburbs, he must drive all the way from 
Mundelein and back. 

He is retired as a pastor of Holy Name 
of Mary and should be able to live his 
retirement years without havirlg the stress 
these accusations must have caused. We 
know that he is not,and never has been, 
a• threat to anyone. These last U months 
have been a time of disbeli~f, sometime 
anger, and completely senseless to the 
people of Sacred Heart. 

Please help however you are. able to see 
that Father is found free of any accusation 
and allowed to return to his ministry. 
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April 21 , 2003 

Dear Father Kaczorowski: 

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR 
REV.ANTHONYJ.VADER 

Father Vader is a wonderful priest and has been a friend to my family. 

How much longer must he wait to be exonerated from these terrible and untrue allegations? 

As you are aware he is not a young man and not a threat to anyone and he never has. It is unjust 
that he can no longer serve his community. 

I ask that you give some consideration to him and allow him to return to the ministry. 

Sincerely, 

JJ . r• r' ;_ •.• • • I ...... ,_ 
\' ~, .. ~ 

' ~:. • • I •• ..., 11"' i··.;· 
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April 21st, 2003 

Dear Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, 

Shortly after Rev. Vader became 

Rev. Vader not only came to the hospital numerous times 

but he came to our house. He wanted us to know that he would 

be available, whenever we needed him. He stressed that we should 

not hestiate to call him, day or night. 

He carefully explained what the church teachings were 

in regard to extraordinary medical procedures. His 

explanation and compassion made the decision that had to be made, 

easier if not without pain. 

This is just one example of his commitment to his 

parishoners. He can alwasys be depended upon being there when 

we need spiritual guidance and comfort. 

Please help bring back out beloved pastor. 

Sincerely yours, 
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APR 22 '03 10=06AM 

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 N. Michigan Avenue- Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Subject: Fr. Anthony J. Vader 

Dear Fr. Kaczorowski: 

April 22, 2003 

We are very pleased to learn that Fr. Anthony J. Vader will have his hearing on April 26, 
2003 before the Boar-d of Fitness Review concerning the alleged sexual misconduct filed 
against him early this year. 

As we wrote you earlier, we are convinced that Fr. Vader is innocent and we are 
confident that the Board's findings will bear out our belief. We continue to pray for Fr. 
Vader, for the: Board and for the accusers. We likewise pray for Cardinal George and 
whole Church in these times of trial. 

We are look.ing foiward to a quick resolution of this case and hope to see Fr. Vader back 
in his w(mderful ministry, cspecialJy to our Filipino community. As you know, Fr. Vader 
has been ministering to our community, here in the U.S. and in the Philippines. for the 
last 45 years and we want that to continue for a long, long time, God willing. 

We wish to thank the members of Board of Fitness Review for scheduling Fr. Vader's 
bearing as early as possible. May God bless us all. If you have uny questions please call 
us at 

Sincerely, 

Cc: Fr. Vader 

P.2 
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April 22, 2003 

Rev. Jam es Kaczorowski, 

I have been informed that once again you are going to take the case against 
Father Anthony Vader to "the Committee" . My question is why? 
Why continue with this charade? Is this an exercise that makes Barbara 
Blaine happy? Is that why we are scheduling another "Committee" 
hearing? Is Father Vader going to be allowed to defend himself, or is your 
attorney going to defend him. 

Father Anthony Vader is an innocent man, who is only guilty of doing the 
job God called him to do - minister to the people. 

Send him back to what God choose him to do - he is an innocent man. 

Parishioner of Sacred Heart 
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Aptr.i.l 22nd 2003 

Re.v Ja.mu Ka.eu.rtww.&ki. 
645 NoJLth M.i.du.ga.n Ave.nu.e. 
Chi.ea.go IL 60611 

Ve.aJr. Fathvr. Ka.ezOJr.OW.6 IU., 

U iA di.6fi..i..cu.U a.nd ..i.mpo.&.ti.i..bie. Vi he.AA. a6 
a.ec.Mati.on.6 a.ga..i..n.6:.t Fathvr. Va.dvr.. He. .i...6 no:.t 
guifty 06 anything a.nd be.i.n.g .&e.nt awa.y 6Mm 
hi..6 ChuJteh, Sa.Vte.d He.aJLt, :.to Uve. at Mu.ndel.e.i..n 
ma.k.u no .6 e.n6 e.. 

Fathvr. Va.dvr. iA 7 6 ije.a!L6 aid. He. ha..& eel.e.bllated ,. 
hi..6 50th a.nn.i..vVl..6aJr.tj a..6 a. p!U..u:.t a.nd .6hou1.d be. 
a.bie. :.to Uve. hi..6 ~e.ma1.n.i..ng ye.a!L6 wLthnpeopie. 
who k.now a.nd c.aJz.e. a.bou;t him. HiA he.ai.th .i...6 
not the. but a.nd the. eammu-te. ta a.nd 6~om 
Mu.ndel.e.i..n mu..&t be. .&tlte.M 6LiL 

Ple.a..&e. do whate.vvr. you. ea.n :t.o .6 e.e. to U that 
the..&e. a.Ue.gali..on.6 M.e. diAmiA.6e.d, a.nd· Fathvr. 
Va.dvr. iA a.Uowe.d to ~e.tuJtn to hi..6 l.i..6e. a..6 
a. pUe..&t, at Sa.Cll.e.d He.aJLt -a.nd .&oon, pie.Me.. 
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April 22, 2003 

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar of Priests 
645 N. Michigan Avenue- Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Reverend Kaczorowski, 

I am asking for your help. Please reinstate our beloved Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader! 
This is a travesty and an injustice to a wonderful loyal priest who has dedicated his entire 
life to God. Father is falsely accused and innocent of all charges made against him! 

We place our faith and our trust in God to see that Father Vader is released of this heavy 
burden and vindicated of these false accusations. We also pray, Father Kaczorowski, that 
you will do everything possible to return our Pastor to the people who love and care for 
him at Sacred Heart Church! He is the driving force behind everything accomplished at 
Sacred Heart and we pledge him our fidelity. 

Respectfully, 

j < ,· J ; ,f, • ~' , • rt·;~~~~ . . 

~·.).: 'J; :, • •. · i' : . , ~ ' . .. ·, .... ,(... . . '··. 
. . I, . '.· t.'".• ,I 

. ' . . l t I ' r ... ~ i ' . 
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April 22, 2003 

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar of Priests 
645 N. Michigan Avenue- Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Reverend Kaczorowski, 

I am asking for your help. Please reinstate our beloved Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader! 
This is a travesty and an injustice to a wonderful loyal priest who has dedicated his entire 
life to God. Father is falsely accused and innocent of all charges made against him! 

We place our faith and our trust in God to see that Father Vader is released of this heavy 
burden and vindicated of these false accusations. We also pray, Father Kaczorowski, that 
you will do everything possible to return our Pastor to the people who love and care for 
him at Sacred Heart Church! 

Respectfully, 

. '· 
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April 22, 2003 

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar of Priests 
645 N. Michigan Avenue - Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Reverend Kaczorowski, 

I am asking for your help. Please reinstate our beloved Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader! 
This is a travesty and an inju5tice to a wonderful loyal 'priest who has dedicated his entire 
life to God. Father is falsely accused and innocent of all charges made against him! , 

We place our faith and our trust in God to see that Father Vader is released of this heavy 
burden and vindicated ofthese false accusations. We also pray, Father Kaczorowski,_ that 
you will do everything possible to return our Pastor to the people who love and care for, 
him at Sacred Heart Church! He is the driving force behind everything accomplished at 
Sacred Heart and we pledge him our fidelity. 

Respectfully, 

,•' ' ; .' : ~ " • ~ .. ~ • f l . L ' ,j- • I • ' . ; 

:- •. •·:~r!"(' •,"I ~;,,• '.~.' j •: ~:' 
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April 22, 2003 

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski 
Vicar of Priests 
645 N. Michigan Avenue-Suite 543 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Reverend Kaczorowski, 

I am asking for your help. Please reinstate our beloved Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader! 
This is a travesty and an injustice to a wonderful loyal priest who has dedicated his entire 
life to God: Father is falsely accused and innocent of all charges made against him! 

We place our faith and our trust in God to see that Father Vader is released of this heavy 
burden and vindicated of these false accusations. We also pray, Father Kaczorowski, that 
you will do everything possible to return our Pastor to the people who love and care for 
him at Sacred Heart Church! 

Respectfully, 
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April 22, 2003 

Dear Fr. Kaczorowski: 

The purpose of my letter is to thank you for your response to my earlier letter of support for Fr. Anthony 
Vader and to follow-up with additional words of support for him. It has been many weeks since the 
allegations were made against Fr. Vader and I'm concerned for his health and well being during the 
emotional period of uncertainty that he is experiencing. As stated in my earlier letter I have known Fr. 
Vader for many years and he has been an integral piece to my "faith" life and I hope that as you analyze his 
situation you will become able to know him and the many lives he has touched He is truly a special priest. 
I hope that you will review his situation soon. Because I know that then he will be able to return to what he 
is truly best at, actively serving his faith community. 

AOC 021250 



·April 22, 2003 

Dear Rev. Kaczorowski: 

I am writing you again to show support for F ATIIER VADER 

It is my sincere hope that everything possible is being done to prove his innocence in regprd to the 45 year 
old allegations. 

I know Father Vader to be a good and holy priest. I ask that you help in anyway that you can. 
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April 22, 2003 

Dear Father Kaczorowski: 

Thank you for answering my questions about Father Vader's hearing. 

I just want to reiterate that he is a Good and Holy Man and I pray that he will once again be 
able to join the world again. He is not doing well at Mundelein. 

Hundreds and hundreds of people SUT!!lY would appreciate anything you can do to help. 

Thanks for your time. 

Sincerely 
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TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT 

04/24 00:59 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

TO: FROM: 

Sr. Francine Quilin Leah McCluskey 
DATE: 

4/24/03 
FAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO OF PAGES INC UD 

J.(("l) 
PHONE NUMBER: 

RE: 

Fr. Anthony Vader 

0 URGENT li7-f FOR REVIEW 0 PLEASE COMMENT 0PLEASE REPLY 

Sr.Francine,·} ~ 
lX'CC~4'k~ 

Here ~reports you reEpcstel:l. 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

0 PLEASE RECYCLE 

Extremely Confidential Information 
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APR-25-03 FRI 2:28 PM ARCHDIOCESE OF DUBUQUE FAX NO. 

METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL 
Archdiod~e uf Dubuque 

25 April, 2003 

Ms. Leah McCloskey 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Fitness Review Board 
Chicago Il~ 

Dear Ms. McCloskey: 

P. 1 

RECEIVED 

~PR 'l 6 ?nD3 

ARCHIDDESE OF CHICAGO 
PR11FU8111KAL FITNESI REVIEW 

I am the mandated Procurntor~Advocate for Rev. Anthony Vader, whose cause is scheduled to be 
considered at your Second Stage Review on Saturday, 26 April 2003. 

On his behalf, I am writing to request a postponement of the Second Stage Review for Father 
Vader until your next scheduled hearing. He and I request this for the reason that I have just 
received the allegations made against him, and I have not had time to formulate a response to 
them, nor, in fact, to meet with Father Vader. We have talked several times on the phone, but I 
need, naturally, to have a more formal discussion with him about these matters. 

Both Father Vader and I will be most grateful for your consideration of this request, Ms. 
McCloskey. I would also appreciate it if, when the date for the next Review is set, you or your 
secretary could so inform me. 

Thank you for your service and for this consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL 
Procurator-Advocate for Rev. Anthony Vader 

1229 Mt. Loretta• P.O. Box 479 •Dubuque. Iowa 52004-0479 • 
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, 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

Professional Fitness Review Board 
Saturday, April 26, 2003 

MINUTES 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Non-members present: A'\ 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] ~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes - March 15, 2003 

II. Case Reviews 

Second Stage Reviews 

A. 

B. 
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c. 

MlNUTES 
April 26, 2003 
Page2 

D. In the Matterof Anthony Vader [Retired/Wrthdrawn]-PFR-137 

In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Review Board recorrnnended to honor Patrick Reardon's 
[AV's civil attorney) and Sr. Francine Quillin's [AV's cannonical advocate] written 
requests to post1xme the Second Stage Review of s 
cmJ allegation against TV until the scheduled May 17, 2003 Board meeting. The Board 
made the following recommendations: 
1. PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they 

wish, they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the 
Board agenda for recommendations to FEG on May 17, 2003. 

2. The Board would like to see 

In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to honor Patrick Reardon's 
[AV's civil attorney] and Sr. Francine Quillin's [AV's cannonical advocate] written 
requests to postpone the Second Stage Review of allegation 
against AV until the scheduled May 17, 2003 Board meeting. The Board made the 
following recommendations: 
1. PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they 

wish, they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the 
Board agenda for recommendations to FEG on May 17, 2003. 

2. The Board would like to see 
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1 

ID. Other Matters 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Next scheduled meeting is May 17, 2003 at 10:00 a.m. 

Cc: · Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

MINUTES 
April 26, 2003 
Page3 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

I. 

Professional Fitness Review Board 
Saturday, April 26, 2003 -10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Approva1 of Minutes - March 15, 2003 REVISION 
IL Case Reviews 

D. In the Matter of Anthony Vader (Retired) (Withdrawn)- PFR-137 
• Allegations made by and 

III. Other Matters 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

IV. Other Business 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, May 17, 2003 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Professional Fitness Review Board 
Saturday, April 26, 2003 -10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes-March 15, 2003 

II. Case Reviews 

Second Stage Reviews: 
A 

B. 

c. 

D. In the Matter of Anthony Vader (Retired) (Withdrawn)- PFR-137 
• Allegations made by and 

III. Other Matters 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

IV. Other Business 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, May 17, 2003 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File -PFR-137 

From: Professional Fitness Review Board Minutes 

Re: Vader, Anthony (Retired/Withdrawn)/ 

Date: April 26, 2003 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on April 26, 2003: 

In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to honor Patrick Reardon's [AV's civil 
attorney] and Sr. Francine Quillin's [AV's cannonical advocate] written requests to postpone the 
Second Stage Review of allegation against TV until the 
scheduled May 17, 2003 Board meeting. The Board made the following recommendations: 
1. PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they 

wish, they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the 
Board agenda for recommendations to FEG on May 17, 2003. 

2. The Board would like to see 
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I • .{CH DIOCESE OF CHICAGC 

Professional Fitness Review Board 
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION 

The Professional Fitness Review Board met on ~I l 14,2()03 toconducta 
(eried8ie: month/day/year) 

(check one:J 0 First Stage Review D Supplementary Review D Status Report 

regarding the allegation of 
(e ter name of al/eg:d 1ctim) . ' 

against fmf1;vavly VfAl/lrl( l ltciJv,e, { r?.e,hr~d / 
(enter name of accused priest or deacon) 

(checkone:J ~priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago 0 a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

D an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of __________ _ 
(enter name of [Arch}diocese) 

0 a religious priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of religious community) 

0 a resigned priest or deacon of-----------------
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

0 a deceased priest or deacon of------------------
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

Preliminary Review: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) 0 the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry. 
0 the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry. 
0 the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry. 

Review for Cause: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) 0 there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
0 there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
0 there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

(check one:) 0 the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 
Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

0 no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

The Board further recommends: 
-:---~--'f-'L..=.+--jF-"C...0-":"-----=->1 ......... .........,;.....;....__.~~i=.:;-"-:;_ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File -PFR-137 

From: Professional Fitness Review Board Minutes 

Re: Vader, Anthony (Retired/Withdrawn)/ 

Date: April 26, 2003 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on April 26, 2003: 

In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to honor Patrick Reardon's [AV's civil 
attorney] and Sr. Francine Quillin's [AV's cannonical advocate] written requests to postpone the 
Second Stage Review of allegation against AV until the scheduled May 17, 
2003 Board meeting. The Board made the following recommendations: 
1. PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they 

wish, they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the 
Board agenda for recommendations to FEG on May 17, 2003. 

2. The Board would like to see 
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Professional Fitness Review Board 
676 North St. Clair- Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION 

The Professional Fitness Review Board met on fr{lil \ 2.((, W~3 to conduct a 
(enter date: month/day/year) 

(check one:J 0 First Stage Review 0 Supplementary Review 0 Status Report 

regarding the allegation of 

against Ayi-ftionv VtAW (A-c-hVL { ,et,hv~) 
(enter name of accused priest or deacon) 

(check one:) ~ priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago 0 a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

0 an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of_-,....------..,.----
(enter name of [Arch)diocese) 

D a religious priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of religious community) 

D a resigned priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

D a deceased priest or deacon of-----...,....,....----------
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

which claims as follows: {rV V'o( kd rura~(s 0 \Id ~$ 
(enter brief description of the alteged misconduct or inappropriate behavior) 

Preliminary Review: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

{checkone:J D the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry. 
D the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry. 
D the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry. 

Review for Cause: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) D there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
D there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

(checkone:J D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 
Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

D no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

The Board further recommends: -------f-'....-....'-f---.......... __.~=-=-:.....:....1.-=--i.--'L..-.,;;..;=-=~..L..M:...L..-_ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

April 28, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on April 26, 2003. The Board fully considered all 
oral and written re orts in the matter of Anthony Vader [Retired/Withdrawn] in the allegation 
made by A Second Stage Review was to be conducted 
pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

In a unanimous 7-0vote, the Board recommended to honor Patrick Reardon's [Fr. Vader's civil 
attorney] and Sr. Francine Quillin's [Fr. Vader's canonical advocate] written requests to postpone the 
Second Stage Review o s allegation against Fr. Vader until the 
scheduled May 17, 2003 Board meeting. The Board made the additional following recommendations: 

1. PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they wish, 
they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the Board 
agenda for recommendations to the Cardinal on May 17, 2003. 

2. The Board would like to see .-

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Srnilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 

RECEIVED 

r,J\Y o 7 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

April 28, 2003 

Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL 
Metropolitan Tribunal 
Archdiocese of Dubuque 
1229 Mt. Loretta 
P.O. Box479 
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-04 79 

Dear Sr. Francine, 

0 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

This letter is a follow up to my telephone message to you this morning regarding your client, Fr. 
Anthony V a<ler. 

The Review Board did accept your request to have the matter involving 
-·s allegation against Fr. Va<ler postponed. The Second Stage Review of the 
aforementioned matter will be presented before the Board on Saturday, May 17, 2003. If you 
and/or Fr. Vader wish to a<ldress the Board with any a<lditional information regarding• 
-s allegation against him, please make that request through me. The opportunity to 
a<ldress the Board regarding this matter would also take place on May 17, 2003. 

If you have any additional questions, please contact me at 312.751.5205. 

AJ;(f)Jif) i 
L McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Admini 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorows~ Vicar for Priests 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Laura, 

Leah McCluskey 
Neri-Palomino, Laura 
4/28/03 4:33PM 
Laura, 

Could you please format this letter? Also, could you please fax to Pat Reardon's office the following 
int rmation? 
1. 
2. liiiiiiiiiiiii 
3. Vader's responses 
4. Memo re: phone call with 

Reardon's fax# is ••••• 

Thank you! 

Leah 
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,'\RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

April 28, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on April 26, 2003. The Board fully considered all 
oral and written reports in the matter of Anthony Vader [Retired/Withdrawn] in the allegation 
made by - A Second Stage Review was to be conducted pursuant to Article 
§ 1104. lO~ess for Continuation of Ministry. 

In a unanimous 7-0vote, the Board recommended to honor Patrick Reardon's [Fr. Vader's civil 
attorney] and Sr. Francin~'s canonical advocate] written requests to postpone the 
Second Stage Review of-allegation against Fr. Vader until the 
scheduled May 17, 2003 Board meeting. The Board made the additional following recommendations: 

1. PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they wish, 
they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the Board 
agenda for reoommendations to the Cardinal on May 17, 2003. 

2. The Board would like to see 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowsk~ Vicar for Priests 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar 
John 0 'Malley, Legal Services 

RECEIVED 

ARCHIOC:ESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

April 29, 2003 

Mr. Patrick G. Reardon 
Attorney and CoWlselor at Law 
Suite 1938 
221 North LaSalle Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Dear Mr. Reardon, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

This letter is a follow up to our telephone conversation this morning regarding your client, Fr. 
Anthony Vader. 

As we discussed earlier, the Review Board did accept your request to have the matter involving 
s allegation against Fr. Vader postponed. The Second Stage 

Review of the aforementioned matter will be presented before the Board on Saturday, May 17, 
2003. If you and/or Fr. Vader wish to address the Board with any additional information 
regarding 's allegation against him, please make that request through me. The 
opportunity to address the Board regarding this matter would also take place on May 17, 2003. 

If you have any additional questions, please contact me at 312. 7 51.5205. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 

AOC 021275 



DATE, TIME 
FAX NO./NAME 
DURATION 
PAGE(S) 
RESULT 
MODE 

TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT 

04/28 22:20 

00:03:01 
19 
OK 
STANDARD 
ECM 

TIME 
NAME 
FAX 
TEL 
SER.# 

ARGiDICXlSE OF CHICAGO 
Office of P1:ofr;~Rion11.l Fitllcss Review 
676 N. S~ Clair, Suite: 1910 
Chic;:igo, TL 60611 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

TO: FROM: 

Patrick Reardon I.ah McOuskey 
DhT'6: 

4/29/03 

04/28/2003 22:23 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS 
312-7515279 
312-7515206 
BROM2J864224 

(312) 7 51-5205 
t-80()..994-6200 

rill[ (3t2)1s1-s219 

l'"AX NUMBER: TOTAi. NO. ()I' PAGES lNCLUDJNG COVEJI.: - 19 
PHONE ~UMBER1 PHQNP,. NlJMBER: 

31.2-751-5205 
R.E.: 

Anthony Vade.t 

D UR.GB".NT ~FOR ltE.VIEW D PI.EA.SE COMMENT 0PLHASB. R.IlPLY 0 l?J.,8ASR RECYCLE 

Mr. Reardon, 

Here ai:e the reports you requested. 

Leah 
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ARCHDICX::ESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

April 29, 2003 

Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL 
Metropolitan Tribunal 
Archdiocese of Dubuque 
1229 Mt Loretta 
P.O. Box479 
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-04 79 

Dear Sr. Francine, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

This letter is a follow up to my telephone message to you this morning regarding your client, Fr. 
Anthony Vader. 

The Review Board did accept your request to have the matter involving 
allegation against Fr. Vader postponed. The Second Stage Review of the aforementioned matter 
will be presented before the Board on Saturday, May 17, 2003. If you and/or Fr. Vader wish to 
address the Board with any additional information regarding s allegation against 
him, please make that request through me. The opportunity to address the Board regarding this 
matter would also take place on May 17, 2003. 

If you have any additional questions, please contact me at 312.751.5205. 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Adm· 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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May, 2003 

Reverend James T. Kaczarowski 
Vicar for Priests 
645 N. Michigan Ave. Suite 543 
Chicago, IL. 60611 

Dear Father, 

Re: Father Anthony Vader 

This letter is probably different from the others you have received on behalf of 
Father Vader. It is about a party celebrating Father Vader's Jubilee. 

You would not believe the group that filled the Main Room of the Martinique 
Restaurant (all three levels). At least four languages were spoken by those 
assembled - clerics everywhere. All of the main religions were represented, and 
many of the not so main. Not sure which ethnic group or race was in the majority 
but I think African American might have been first and Hispanic second, 
Caucasians came in third and fourth was a combination of peoples from Lord 
knows where speaking God knows what language but the point is we were all 
there together celebrating the life and times of a man we all have come to know 
and love and depend on over the last 20, 30 40 or 50 years depending on when 
we met this exrodinary man of God. Father Vader has done more for the many 
people of color and ethnic diversity in the Chicago area than any other Priest I 
have ever known. Father Vader being accused of doing something wrong and 
against any of his people is very much in doubt. No one could fool the Hundreds 
of people who attended this party out of love and thankfulness for this beloved 
priest. 

Please send our Priest back to all of us. 

My non-Catholic Father who loved me and educated me in the best Catholic 
schools in the Archdiocese was buried by Father Vader, my Irish Catholic 
Mother:, who Father Vader came to her deathbed to give her the last rites 
was 30 miles from Church. (We belong to -but Sacred Heart is our 
home). I was married there and my son's were baptized there. And my 
grandmother attended Sacred Heart as a young woman as did my Mom. 
Father Vader came to the people of Sacred Heart when no one else wanted 
us. He has kept our Parish Community alive. 

AOC 021278 



Keeping Father Vader from his people and his duties is a terrible disservice 
to this Priest who has dedicated his life to the many peoples of Chicago. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

CC:Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. Archbishop 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
PO Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Laura, 

Leah McCluskey 
Neri-Palomino, Laura 
5/2/03 9:29AM 
Laura, 

Could you please fax the following to Sr. Francine Quillin, canonical advocate for Fr. Vader: 
1. Allegation by • 
2. Vader's response to 

Her fax# is 

Thanks! 

Leah 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF Q-IICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St Oair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 t 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

TO: FROM: 

Sr. Francine Quillin Leah McCluskey 
DATE: 

Diocese of Dubuque 5/6/03 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

FAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 

7 
PHONE NUMBER: PHONE NUMBER: 

312-751-5205 
RE: 

Anthony Vader 

D URGENT !ti" FOR REVIEW D PLEASE COMMENT DPLEASE REPL y D PLEASE RECYCLE 

Sr. Francine, 

Here are the reports for Vader/ Sorry for the delay. 

Leah 

Confidential 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

f . 
9 May, 2003 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

RECEIVED 

MAY 1 4 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter 
of April 28, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, and the allegation made by , following 
the Second Stage Review that was to be conducted by the Review Board on April 26, 2003. 

In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept 
the Board's determination to postpone a Second Stage Review, and invite the civil attorney, 
Patrick Reardon, and the canonical advocate, Sister Francine Quillin, to speak at the May 17, 
2003 Fitness Review Board meeting. With regard to the Board's request to review 

, I ask that all applicable civil laws be applied in this 
matter. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

S~ yours in Christ, 

~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

9 May, 2003 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

RECEIVED 

MAY 1 4 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSlONAL FlTNESS REVIEW 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter 
of April 28, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, and the allegation made by following the Second 
Stage Review that was to be conducted by the Review Board on April 26, 2003. 

In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept 
the Board's determination to postpone a Second Stage Review, and invite the civil attorney, 
Patrick Reardon, and the canonical advocate, Sister Francine Quillin, to speak at the May 17, 
2003 Fitness Review Board meeting. With regard to the Board's request to review 

I ask that all applicable civil laws be followed in this 
matter. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ecclesiastical Notary 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Reverend Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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State of Illinois ) 
) SS. 

County of Cook ) 

AFFIDAVIT 

RECEIVED 

MAY 1 7 2003 

·ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIO~AL FITNESS REVIEW 

On affirmation and oath the affiant, Rev. , states the following: 

l. I was an associate priest at Holy Cross Parish during the period which 
. included the years 1955 and 1956. 

2. Other priests assigned to Holy Cross Parish at that time included Rev. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Anthony Vatder and Rev. 

I am familiar with the customary parish activity 
above. 

during the years 

I have no memory of a connected with the parish dwing the 

years above. 
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10. 

11. I worked closely with Father Anthony Vader at Holy Cross Parish and was 
ve:ty familiar with bis lifestyle and ministry. 

12. . In all the time I have 1movm Father Vader, at Holy Cross and since, I have 
-known him to be of the highest integrity. 

13. I have never seen any action by Father Vader which ·could be viewed as 
sexual misconduct or impropriety. · 

14. I am certain that all who know him well will have a similar opinion. 

FURTHERAFFIANT SAYETHNAUGHT. 

SIGNED AND A.FFIRJ\iffiD 
to before me on __ day of 2003 

Notary Public 

Date 

RECEIVED 

MAY 1 7 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

. i 
I 
i 
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State of Illinois ) 
) SS. 

County of Cook ) 

AFFIDAVIT 

On affinnation and oath the affiant, Rev. , states the following: 

1. I was an associate priest at Holy Cross Parish during the period which 
included the years 1955 ·and 1956. 

2. Other priests assigned to Holy Cross Parish at that time included Rev. 
Anthony Vader and Rev. 

3. I am familiar with the customary parish activity 
above. 

during the years 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

I have no memory of a 
years above. 

connected with the parish during the 
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10. 

11. I worked closely with Father Anthony Vader at Holy Cross Parish and was 
very familiar with his lifestyle and ministry. 

12. In all the time I have known Father Vader, at Holy Cross and since, I have 
known him to be of the highest integrity. 

13. I have never seen any action by Father Vader which could be viewed as 
sexual misconduct or impropriety. 

14. I am certain that all who know him well will have a similar opinion. 

FURTHER AFFIANT SA YETH NAUGHT. 

Rev. 

~ /3, fJooS ,Al, 
Date 

~~~~~~~~~ 
"OFFlClAL SEAL" 

\SELA ANTUNEZ 
Notary Public, State of Illinois 

My Commission Expires 12112106 
. . . . . .~ 
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RESJPONSE OF REVEREND ANTHONY VADER 
TO ALLEGATIONS OF 

RECEIVED 

MAY 1 4 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

On November 15, 2002, Father Anthony Vader met with Professional Fitness 
Review Administrator, Leah McCluskey, at the office .of the Vicar for Priests. Also 
present for the meeting vvas Vicar for Priests, Father James Kaczorowski. Ms. 
McCluskey read notes of allegations made by and -

F'atber denies the allegations. He further affinns that he has 
never engaged in sexual misconduct with any minor at any time. Father Vader will 
make separate specific responses to each accusation. The following will specifically 
address the allegation made by 

STATEMENT OF 

On October 21, 2002, spoke with Professional Fitness 
Reyiew Administrator Leah ~1cClusky and Victim Assistance Minister Ralph 
Bonacorsi. She stated that on s occasions Father Vader••••••• 

ANALYSIS AND RESPONSE 

Father deplores the fact that he is accused of something so long in the past 
that it is impossible to marshal witnesses and proof to assist his defense and provide 
corroboration for his truthful response. Indeed, Holy Cross Parish has been closed 
for many years. Fmther he submits that the accusation. is vague and suffers from 

I 
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internal inconsistency. Fath.er means no personal attack upon the accuser. However 
he must forcefully assert that the accusation is false and will discuss the 

inconsistencies here. 

One could respond to such an analysis by saying that since these things 
happened so long ago, one should not be held to be accurate. But such a cavalier 
disregard of accuracy would deprive an accused the right to any cogent response, 
especially where the ac1::usation is uncorroborated, internally inconsistent and 
reported to have occwred approximately 47 years ago. While the accuser is now 57 
years old, the alleged observations would have originally been made by a 10 year 

old. 

FACTUAL ERRORS 
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This information is corrobor~ted by two other priests who served at Holy 
Cross Parish at the time, Rev. ~d Rev. 

This information is also corroborated by Father 
(See affidavits of Rev. - and Rev. 

Father Vader has previously stated that he is unaware of visiting the 
-home at any time. Dming his time at Holy Cross he made~ 
visiting all homes in the parish. So it is quite likely that he visited the -
home if they were parishioners. His purpose ill' visiting was to maintain pastoral 
contact with members of the parish. He would not and did not visit or enter a home 
in the absence of an adult. 

He never had any improper contact with 
or any other person. 

EVIDENCE OF CHARACTER 

Father Vader has attempted to examine each of the accusations otm 
-and respond iln humility and honesty. He realizes that he is being asked to 
"prove a negative.1

' He is aware that, along with the limited corroboration available 
after so many years. his word mwt be his defense. Father hwnbly submits that he 
has demonstrated his credibiJity during 51 years of bis priesthood. He calls to the 
attention of the Review Board the fact that over five hundred persons to date have 
written letters attesting to his integrity and credibility. (A partial list of authors of 
these letters is attached to this response.) Father submits that any evaluation of his 
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credibility by the Professional Fitness Review Board can only be made after reading 
the written testimony of these character witnesses in the letters which are contain.ed 
in his personnel file. 

Father Vader subJDits that he has spent his priesthood in the service of others. 
He has served God~s penple in many parishes. He has been a faithful chaplain and 
companion to the many Chicagoans from the Philippines. He has preached and 
worked for the human and civil rights of African Americans during his entire 
priesthood. He does not claim perfection; he does state unequivocally that he has 
never engaged in any act of sexual misconduct or impropriety with a nrinor. He is 
saddened that after over :fifty years of faithful service he is now falsely accused of 
such misconduct. He prays for his accuser. He requests that the Professional 
Fitness Review Board find that he is fit to continue his priestly work to the end of 
his earthly life, as .he promised on the day of his ordination over 50 years ago. 

MJ_~ 
PatriCkG:Reafdcs6, Attorney 
221 N. LaSalle - 1938 
Chicago~ Illinois 6060 l 

Rev. Anthony Vader 
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Leah McCluskey 

SUITE 1938 

PATRICK G. RE.A.llDON 

,4JlORNEV ANO COUNSELOR A1 LAW 

SIJITE 1938 
221 NOmH l..ASAl.11 STREET 

CHICAGO. ft.UNOIS 60601 

May 14, 2003 

Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Il. 60690-1979 

RECEIVED 

MAY 1 7 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

Re. Rev. Anthony Vader 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

I send with tbis faX a signed copy of the previously faxed affidavit of Rev. 

Ill 002 

Father Vader was unable to find a way to get here from the Mundelein Retreat House to sign the 
copies of his submissions before Saturday. Al> I sajd earljer, he has completely reviewed and 
approved them. I trust th~tt the Board will consider them as if he had been able to place his 
signatl.l!'e on them. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick G. Reardon 
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PA!l'RIClt G. ~EilDON 
AITCMlN~ ANO COUNSa.oR /IJ LAW 

sum; 1938 . 
221 NO!l1H ~ srR£Er 
CHICAGO. R.!JNOIS &»01 

141002 

-
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicag.o 
P. 0. Box: 1979 
Chicago, TI. 60690-1979 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

May 14, 2003 
RECEIVED 

MAY ·1 4 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

Re. Rev. Anthony Vader 

Enclosed are responses of Rev. Anthony Vader to accusations by and 
. You will note that these copies are not yet signed by Father 

Vader. He is living at the 1\fandelein Retreat House and has been unable to make the trip to 
Chicago to sign the documents. He has read and approved their submission. 

·You will note that the affidavit of Father-is not yet signed. Fathe has 
read and approved the affidavit. He has been out of town and unable to give me a signed copy. 

I am sending these documents now to allow time to review them before Saturday. I will 
deliver signed originals by Friday. 

Father Vader's submissions make reference to the evidence of his veracity and character 
contained in over 500 letters. I believe these letters are contained in his personnel file, which is 
available to the ProfessioMI Fitness Rieview Board. If not, I will furnish copies to all Review 
Board members upon requ1;:st. 

Best wishes. 

Patrick G. Reardon 
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ARGriic.~ESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONl'.L F\1NE.SS REVIEW 

RESPONSE OF REVEREND ANTHONY VADER 

TO ALLEGATION OF 

On November 15, 2002, Father Anthony Vader ("Father Vader"), met 
with Professional Fitness Review Administrator, Leah McCluskey, at the office of 
the Vicar for Priests. Also present for the meeting was Vicar for the Priests,·Father 
James Kaczorowski. Ms. McCluskey read notes of allegations made by
-· Father Vader denied the allegations. He affirmed that he never 
inappropriately touched or fondled -as a minor at any time. On 
December 15, 2002, Father Vader~. McCluskey and Father 
Kaczorowski at the office of the Vicar for Priests. AJ.so present at the meeting was 
Patrick Reardon, attorney for Fath.er Vader_ At the December 15 2002 meeting, 
Ms. McCluskey read the account of the telephone interview of 
Father Vader denied making the alleged incriminating statements attributed to him 
by The following will specifically address the allegations made by 

REVIE"r OF PAST STATEMENT OF 

as made one statement with representatives of the 
Chicago Archdiocese on November 4, 2002. Present at that statement were Ms. 
McCluskey and victim .assistance minister, Ralph Bonaccorsi. 

SUl\IWt..R.Y OF NOVEMBER 4, 2002, STATEMENT 
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Father Vader denies 

making the statement and denies any inappropriate misconduct. 

perceptions of what happened 
are uncertain without the 

indicia of credibility; and even. if delivered with tears and sincerity, do not amount to 
a level of evidence sufficient to find Fath.er Vader unfit for ministry. 
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Significantly, 's telephone statement undermines -
- allegations. While it is apparent the two of them discussed .. 
- statement before ~as available to give Ms. McCluskey her 
account ensuring some level of consistency (~, 
other exonerating evidence is readily apparent. 

s recollection of and her experience with Father Vader 
from Holy Cross wa.s entirely.different from . She stated that Father 
Vader was a "well-liked and favored priest" at Holy Cross. 

did not disclose the confrontational purpose of the visit 
when she called Father Vader ten years ago. Yet, she described Father Vader as 
calm throughout the visit, offering counseling to even though she 
was "explosive." 

The 
inconsistency calls :into question whether this 44-year old event even occurred. 

In 1992 or 1993, was 
and went to great lengths to locate, contact and set up a meeting between II 
~d Father Vader. Ocldly, she did nothing else after the meeting. She 
admitted to Ms. McCluskey that she would ~'do anything fo~," yet she was 
silent for ten years. Perhaps had her doubts about the veracity of the 
allegations when sbte observed the explosive demeanor of and 
Father Vader,s concerned response. 

141005 

i 
. ! 
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IDSTORY 

Father Vader was an Assistant Pastor at Holy Cross Church from 1952 
through 1964 and at St. Lawrence Church from 1964 through 1968; Administrator at 
Holy Name of Mary from May 1968 through 1970, and Pastor at Holy Name of 
Mary from. May of 1970 to his retirement in 1997. He was the chaplain for the 
Filipino Student Catholic Action from 1959 through 1965, and ministered to the 
Filipino community after the Richard Speck murders of Filipino nurses. He 
marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Father Vader remembers some of his routine at Holy Cross, 
instructional classes on Saturday mornings, visiting the sick and parishioners on 
Saturday afternoons. He recalls meeting ten years ago. He 
understandably does not recall He has visited hundreds 
of men, women and children who have been sick. He denies any sexual misconduct 
of minors at any time. 

After 50 years of ministry. there has not been one hint of improper 
conduct by Father Vader. as he faithfully served the Chicago Archdiocese on the 
south side of Chicago. That reputation of integrity, humility, and love is 
demonstrated by the hundreds of people who have written on Father Vader's behalf, 
including former parishioners from Holy Cross. The only alle~ from 
two sisters within the same house, each of which recall abuse
Undoubtedly, those who suffer sexual abuse experience deep pain in their lives, 
which can cause them to strike out against other 1nnocent people. Those who are 
falsely accused experience overwhelming pain as well. A retired pastor without 
substantial resources is forced to prove his innocence against mere allegations which 
are given unreasona.ble weight just by virtue of their utterance. One recalls the 
vigorous scrutiny that was necessarily given to what ultimately proved to be a false 
accusation against Cardinal Joseph Bernardin. The apostle, Paul, was fully aware of 
the potential damage a pastor could suffer from false, unverified allegations. Thus, 
he instructed Timotb.y that on each specific charge, "do not entertain an accusation 
against an elder unless iit is brought by two or three witnesses." Timothy 5 .19 
(NIV). What of this charge by 

An exacting analysis discloses that has made a 
completely unverifiable isolated allegation where she "thinks" she was abused by a 
priest 44 years ago. 

i 
! . 
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has suffered abuse in her 
life. He bears no ill will against He can only respond that her 
characterization of his conduct is false and very disappointing to him. 

Father Vader humbly submits that he has been and continues to be fit to 
practice the ministry and serve the Lord Jesus to whom he has devoted his life. 

Reverend Anthony Vader 

~J f' ;f~-4,, ~ E. Chri;e ~n, Attorney~ 
Christensen and Ehret 
135 S. LaSalle - 2700 lliillii 60603 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Vicar General 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

MAY 15, 2003 

FILE fh_. 
BISHOP RAYMOND GOEDE RT l(f0 

(312) 751-8271 
Fax: (312) 337-6379 

I wish to memorialize events of the last two days. Yesterday afternoon, as I was driving 
Father Tony Vader back to the retreat house, he was discussing his case and the allegations 
against him. He was still insistent that he never did any of the things about which he was 
accused. I asked him various questions, including who else was stationed at Holy Cross during 
that period. I wondered if there could be a question of mistaken identity. 

Tony said that and were both there as well as •••••I 
ordained in 1950, who has since died. left the active ministry in 1975. Tony mentioned 
that one of the parishioners told him that she had been abused by- Tony thought she was 
a minor at the time. Tony had no proof of anything and never raised this issue at all even in 
connection with his own case. I told him that I thought that he should let his attorney, Pat 
Reardon, know about this, as it could very well be that the two women who are making the 
allegations may have been in error as to the priest involved. Tony promised to mention this to 
Pat the next day. 

Pat Reardon called me this afternoon, Thursday, May 15. Tony had told him about 
-- Pat said that what is curious about all of this is that another one of the cases he is 
~of John Hefferan, ordained in 1956, a similar charge was made about Father 
~ Pat said that John told him that it was known around the parish that-was 
a little loose with women. Since- is deceased, there is no way we can prove any of this. 
However, Pat wondered whether or not was actually at Infant of Prague 
Parish while John Hefferan was there. There were two ordained for the 
Archdiocese. I checked the file of , class of 1950 and his file does state 
that he was at Infant Jesus of Prague in Flossmoor from June 5, 1970 to June 7, 197 4. This file 
also states that he was at Holy Cross Parish from July 1, 1959 to July 7, 1962. That is where 
the allegations against Father Vader were made. 

I gave this information to Pat. He said that he would prepare something for the review 
board, since Tony's second stage review is suppose to take place this coming Saturday, May 
17. 
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Memo to File 

May 15, 2003 
Page2 

While checking 's file, I came across an envelope marked personal 
and confidential and because of the possibility of their being some connection between the 
contents of this envelope and either of the aforementioned allegations, I opened it. The 
envelope is stamped to be opened only by Bishop or Vicar General. There was nothing in the 
envelope that would have any bearing whatever on either of these cases. 

There was another envelope, similarly marked, personal and confidential to be opened 
only by Archbishop or Vicar General. I opened that and it has nothing to do with either of these 
cases, in fact, I doubt if it has anything to do with . It seems as though it 
might belong in Father , class of 1944 file. I will check it out and put it where it 
belongs. 
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ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR /lJ LAW 

SUITE 1938 

221 NORllHASAW: smeET 
CHICAGO. IWNOIS 60601 

May 15. 2003 

Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
Archdiocese of Chicago · 
P.O. box 1979 
Chicago, Il.. 60690-1979 

Deaf Ms. McCluskey. 

RECEIVED 

MAY I 6 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROIBSIOJW. Rnlf.SS REVl£W 

~002 

Additional information has come to my attention today in investigating two of the matters 
on the agenda of the1 Professional Fitness Review Board for Saturday, May 17, 2003. 

In the course ofin:dependently investigating matters relating to accusations against Father 
Anthony Vader anci Father John Hefferan, I have discovered that, along with the;:: issues raised in 
the written submissions, there is a very real possibility of misidentification. Suspicion has arisen 
today about the behavior of a priest, who was assigned to both parishes, Holy Cross and Infant 
Jesus of Prague, at the times relevant to the allegations against each of the above priests. I will 
attempt to investigate this issue as ql!lickly and fully as possible, as it affects the fact finding 

· process as to each of the above priests. 

It is my belief that the current submissions show sufficient problems with the accusations 
to require finding in favor of the fitness of each of the two priests. If there continues· to be a 
question, I hope that I will be given an opportunity to submit any additional information as to this 

· new potential issue. , . 

Best Wishes. 

Sin"Jy, /) .n 

/~~~ 
Patrick G. Reardon 

. PGR/bi 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

Non-members present: 

Professional Fitness Review Board 
Saturday, May 17, 2003 

MINJJTES 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Hlinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

I. Approval of Minutes~ April 27, 2003 

II. 
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m. Case Reviews 

Preliminaiy Review 

MINUfES 
May 17, 2003 
Page2 
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c. 

D. 

Second Stage Review 

MINUTES 
May 17, 2003 
Page3 

E. In the Matter of Anthony Vader [Retired/Withdrawn] - PFR-137 
The Review Board was to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of 

. The claim is as follows: AV spoke sexually 
expose herself to him; AV fondled .s breasts-

In a unanimous 5-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to postpone Second Stage 
Review until the 6/21/03 Board meeting due to Patrick Reardon's [AV's civil attorney] 
fax dated 5/16/03 regarding the possibility of misidentification of the accused. 

The Review Board was to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of 
. The claim is as follows: AV fondled •s breasts when she 

In a unanimous 5-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to postpone Second Stage 
Review until the 6/21/03 Board meeting due to Patrick Reardon's (AV's civil attorney] 
fax dated 5/16/03 regarding the poSSibility of misidentification of the accused. 
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Review for Cause 

F. 

G. 

IV. Other Matters 

• 

• 

Next scheduled meeting is June 21, 2003 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

MINUTES 
May 17, 2003 
Page4 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Offire of Pmf~•ional Fi'""' R~i~ ' 

Professional Fitness Review Board 
Saturday, May 17, 2003- 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

L Approval of Minutes-April 26, 2003 

TI. Case Reviews 

E. In the Matter of Anthony Vader (Retired)- PFR-137 
• Allegations made by and 

Ill. Other Matters 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

N01E: Time of this Meeting bas changed from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, June 21, 2003 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File -PFR-137 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Anthony Vader (Retired/Withdrawn) 

Date: May 17, 2003 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (3.12) 751-5279 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on May 17, 
2003: 

The Review Board was to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of -
The claim is as follows: AV spoke sexually inappropriately to -

expose herself to him; AV fondled. s breasts 

In a unanimous 5-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to postpone Second Stage Review until the 
6/21/03 Board meeting due to Patrick Reardon's [A V's civil attorney] fux dated 5/16/03 regarding the 
possibility of misidentification of the accused. 

AOC 021312 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
676 North St. Clair-Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION 

The Professional Fitness Review Board met on _......u:~~--L...J.4..-"~~'L---- to conduct a 

'''"'"'"! D First Stage Review 'f$erond Stage Review 0 Status Report 

regarding the allegation of ___ _ 

against ________ <e-nt-er_n!iJt,_me..l.J--1a-'-e'l-A""'JO:::..iv1~uAm-"IV_.___.\ ..... Ja........,d...,,JJ(:....a-___________ _ 

(enter name of accused priestbr deacon) 

~ priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago 0 a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago (check one:) 

6 an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of ___________ _ 
(enter name of [Arch)diocese) 

D a religious priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of religious community) 

D a resigned priest or deacon of_-----.,.......,._--..,....,,.---.....,.,....,----..,,...,....-----
<enter name of diocese or religious community) 

D a deceased priest or deacon of ________________ _ 

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) D there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 

(check one:) 

D there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 
Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

D no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File-PFR-137 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Anthony Vader (Retired/Withdrawn) 

Date: May 17, 2003 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on May 17, 
2003: 

The Review Board was to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of -
~· The claim is as follows: AV fondled •s breasts when she was a minor -

In a unanimous 5-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to postpone Second Stage Review until the 
6/21/03 Board meeting due to Patrick Reardon's [A V's civil attorney] fax dated 5/16/03 regarding the 
possibility of misidentification of the accused. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Hotline: 1-800-994-6200 

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION 

The Professional Fitness Review Board met on to conduct a · 
-~~'-:'-f ~~-:"""'":"=-<---

n t hid a y lye a r) 

(check one:) D First Stage Review 'fjfuecond Stage Review D Supplementary Review D Status Report 

regarding the allegation of ____ _ 
(entername o a ege . v1 1m { L. ,J 

against AvYtiVCkl\\.f 1\frAd&V _ tk'l \ V ,l(Jl 
(enter name of accused priest or deacon) 

(check one:) ~priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

D an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of __________ _ 
(enter name of {Arch]diocese) 

D a religious priest or deacon of __________________ _ 
(enter name of religious community) 

D a resigned priest or deacon of _________________ _ 
(enter name of diocese or religious community) 

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that 

(check one:) 0 there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
0 there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. 
0 there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause. 

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that 

(check one:) D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from 
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with 
Archdiocesan policies and procedures. 

0 no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except 
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct. 

The Board further recommends:---.S..::::__"..:::0:.....__4-1L.....l~~~-~....ll.<:.l...._;..JL.U.:.LIL..,~---
~ hA & z..( O" di-U 

J:0 eKeaA(tio~1 's ( cU:iriy. fw P<V__)_ fitK d.aitd:, 5/l& (t/3 
'{,~, : l70sSfl 01 (I hJ '(J( VY11 s I k'V1 b huMz U/l of! CJ{ CU·1<?<d 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

May 21, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on May 17, 2003. The Board fully considered all 
-in the matter of Anthony Vader in the allegation made by-
- A Second Stage Review was to be conducted pursuant to Article 
§1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation ofMinistry. 

The Board recommended tq_..P-o~e the Second Stage Review of this matter until the scheduled 
June 21, 2003 Board meeting due to Patrick Reardon's [Fr. Vader's civil attorney] fax dated May 
16, 2003 regarding the possibility of misidentification of the accused. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

L ah McCluskey 
C&tO~-. 

Professional Fitness Review Admin" rator 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar 

RECEIVED 

MAY 2 S- 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

May 21, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, 0.MJ. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on May 17, 2003. The Board fully considered all 
oral and written reports in the matter of Anthony Vader in the allegation made by_ 

A Second Stage Review was to be conducted pursuant to Article § 1104.10 of the 
Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Board recommended to postpone the Second Stage Review ofthis matter until the scheduled 
June 21, 2003 Board meeting aue to Patrick Reardon's [Fr. Vader's civil attorney] fax dated May 
16, 2003 regarding the possibility of misidentification of the accused. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar 

RECEIVED 

MAY 2 8 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

DECREE 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

RECEIVED 

MAY 2' 9 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

Having received the recommendation of the Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review Board 
that there is "reasonable cause to suspect" that Reverend Anthony Vader engaged in sexual 
misconduct with a minor, I have concluded that this constitutes information which "at least 
seems to be true" (c. 1717). 

Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned canon, I decree that an inquiry be done into 
the facts and circumstances of this accusation, as well as its imputability to Father Vader. 

Since my other duties prevent me from conducting this investigation personally, I hereby appoint 
Ms. Leah McCluskey to act as the investigator in this matter. In carrying out these duties, Ms. 
McCluskey will have all of the authority of an auditor, in accordance with cc. 1428 and 1717. 
She is to collect any additional proofs she deems necessary in accordance with the norm of law 
as they relate to the present allegation. She is delegated to take testimony from the accused and 
from any witnesses (cc. 1530 -1538 and 1547 -1573), to obtain any necessary documents (cc. 
1540- 1546), to enlist the services of any experts deemed necessary (cc. 1574-1581), and to 
have access to places or things which she deems necessary for her investigation. 

In conducting her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to take care that such an investigation does 
nothing to harm Father Vader's name or to violate his right to protect his privacy. Nor may he 
be asked to do anything which violates his conscience or is morally unacceptable according to 
the Church's moral teachings. 

After she has concluded her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to make a written report to me, no 
later than thirty days from the date of this appointment. This report is to address the facts, 
circwnstances, and imputability concerning the alleged offense. 

Given on 23 May, 2003 at Chicago, Illinois. 

~~C1:t..~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ecclesiastical Notary 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

PRECEPT 

Bishops "have been designated by the Holy Spirit to take the place of the apostles as pastors of 
souls and, together with the Supreme Pontiff and subject to his authority, they are commissioned 
to perpetuate the work of Christ, the eternal Pastor." ( Christus do minus, n.2b) However, since 
the pastors of the Church can never be expected to carry the burden of pastoral ministry alone 
(Lumen gentium, n. 30), they have been given the order of priests to cooperate in shepherding 
and guiding God's people. Indeed, bishops, "because of the gift of the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to priests at their ordination, will regard them as indispensable helpers and advisers in the 
ministry and in the task of teaching, sanctifying and shepherding the People of God." 
(Presbyterorum ordinis,n. 7) 

Because of this common task, "bishops are to regard their priests as brothers and friends, and are 
to take the greatest interest they are capable of in their welfare, both temporal and spiritual. For 
on their shoulders particularly falls the burden of sanctifying their priests." (Presbyterorum 
ordinis, n. 7b) 

Moreover, the Directory on the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops states, "In the same way as Jesus 
showed his love for his disciples .... so also a bishop .... can hardly fail to realize that he should 
show his greatest love and chief concern for priests .... Led by a sense of duty and sincere and 
invincible charity he gives willing assistance in every way to help priests to esteem the loftiness 
of their priestly vocation, to live serenely, to spread joy to those about them and to fulfill their 
duties faithfully." (n. 107a) 

This same document urges bishops to do "everything possible to prevent the troubles his priests 
could have .... To keep them safe from trouble he takes prompt and prudent measures." (n. 112) 

The Code of Canon Law has described precepts as a means by which ecclesiastical authority 
"directly and legitimately enjoins a specific person or persons to do or omit something, 
especially in order to urge the observance of law" ( c. 49). 

Therefore, I issue this precept, in accordance with c. 49, to urge Reverend Anthony Vader to 
fulfill the obligations which were placed upon him at the time of his ordination. Because some 
suspicion has arisen about his fidelity to the sacred promises he made at his ordination, I urge 
him in particular to lead a life which is in keeping with the holiness of his vocation. Although he 
is not presently exercising public ministry in the Church, he ought to pursue holiness of life in 
the way that he lives. He is also still bound to the obligation to pray the liturgy of the hours 
daily, to set aside time for spiritual retreats, to engage in mental prayer, to approach the 
sacrament of penance frequently, to honor the Virgin Mother of God with particular veneration 
as Queen of Priests, and to use any other means of sanctification which he finds helpful (c. 276). 

AOC 021319 



Because of the obligation to observe perfect and perpetual continence for the sake of the 
kingdom of heaven, Father Vader is to act with due prudence toward persons who could 
endanger the obligation to observe continence (c. 277§ 1), and to observe the particulars of the 
attached Individual Specific Protocol (c. 277§3) which I have established in consultation with 
him. 

He is to avoid all those things which are unbecoming the clerical state, or those things which are 
foreign to the clerical state ( c. 285), especially those things which are set forth in the attached 
Individual Specific Protocol which I have established in consultation with him. 

Father Vader is hereby dispensed from his obligation to wear ecclesiastical garb (c. 284), and is 
strongly urged not to do so until such time as the case against him can be resolved and more 
permanent determinations can be made. Although not removed from office, he is nonetheless 
urged not to exercise the rights of any ecclesiastical office, in accordance with the Individual 
Specific Protocol which I have established in consultation with him. 

In order to ensure that these obligations are met, I have delegated Ms. Leah McCluskey to 
receive information regarding Father Vader's fulfillment ofthis precept and his Individual 
Specific Protocol. She is to submit a report to me no less than quarterly regarding this matter, 
and may report to the Professional Fitness Review Board more frequently as needed or 
requested. 

I am establishing this precept in a spirit of fraternal charity, mindful of my responsibility to 
encomage my- priests to remain faithful to the obligations of the clerical state. Because the 
attached Individual Specific Protocol has been established in dialog between Father Vader and 
the Vicar for Priests, I accept the provisions of this document, and urge Father Vader to fulfil 
them in accordance with the obedience he is to show to me as his ordinary (c. 273), and which he 
promised at his ordination. 

Given in Chicago, Illinois on the 23rd day of May, 2003. 

::f~~b 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

May23, 2003 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
676 North St. Clair 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey: 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

RECEIVED 

MAY Z 9 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

Accompanying this letter is a decree which appoints you as the investigator into an 
allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor that was made against Rev. Anthony Vader. The 
terms of this investigation are spelled out in the decree. 

At the same time, I am designating you as the person who is to supervise the "monitoring 
protocol" which has been established for Father Vader. I ask that you report to me on a regular 
basis, but no less than quarterly, on Father Vader's compliance with this protocol. You may also 
wish to report more frequently to the Professional Fitness Review Board so that they can make 
further recommendations to me on this matter. 

In order to ensure confidentiality in this matter, I ask that you perform this task 
personally and not designate anyone else for this purpose. Should there be periods of time when 
you will not be able to perform this task personally, please refer the matter to the Vicar for 
Priests. 

Thank you for agreeing to take on these additional tasks. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~(_ah 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

Ecclesiastical Notary 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

May27, 2003 

Rev. Anthony Vader 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
P.O. Box455 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

Dear Tony: 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

I am again writing to you to give you an update as to what is happening concerning the 
allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor which have been made against you. I am 
extremely grateful to you for your patience in this matter. As you know, the Dallas Charter 
required me to act quickly in cases involving allegations of clerical sexual misconduct with a 
minor to ensure that no priest with a credible accusation was engaged in public ministry. 
However, because the accompanying Norms had not been approved by the Holy See, I have not 
been able to act as quickly as I would have liked in getting your case resolved. 

With the Norms having gone into effect on March 1, 2003, along with further instructions 
which came from the Holy See in February, we are now in a position to begin referring our cases 
to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Before I make such a referral, I will gather any 
additional information that seems necessary and review the matter once again. I will then send 
your advocate a copy of the letter I will be sending to the Holy See, and allow him or her the 
opportunity to offer an opinion as well. I anticipate this being done by the middle of July. 

To that end, I have delegated Ms. Leah McCluskey to review each of the cases to see if 
more information needs to be gathered. I have asked her to report back to me within one month 
so that I can make a determination about referring the case to the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith. According to the recommendation of the Canonical Affairs Committee of the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, ifthe Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
directs me to begin a penal trial, the judges to be used will not be priests serving in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. They will be chosen from a list of priests who have been trained to 
hear cases of clerical sexual misconduct. 

In referring your case to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, I will also consult 
with the Promoter of Justice and issue a decree which formalizes those things which I asked you 
to do for the good of the Church and under your promise of obedience to me. The imposition of 
this decree is required by Norm 6 of the Essential Norms established by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
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I have also designated Ms. McCluskey as the person to ensure that the "monitoring 
protocol" which you signed is being followed. She will report to me and to the Professional 
Fitness Review Board concerning your compliance with this protocol. I have asked that she 
perform this function personally, with the Vicar for Priests doing so in her absence. This will 
ensure the confidentiality and professionalism of this monitoring. 

The protocols which you sign from time to time are not to be considered as penalties 
imposed on you. Instead, they are ways in which I exercise my responsibility to ensure that you 
fulfill the obligations which you received when you were ordained. I am establishing these 
protocols as individual precepts, which canon 49 describes as "a decree which directly and 
legitimately enjoins [you] to do or omit something, especially in order to urge the observance of 
law." You will receive a copy of my precept at the same time you receive a copy of your 
protocol. 

I hope this clarifies the process somewhat for you. I am grateful that we can finally begin 
a process for the resolution of your case. I know this has been a very difficult period of time for 
you in your priesthood. You have always been in my prayers during this time. I ask that you 
continue to keep me in yours. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

f~Lnh 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

May 29, 2003 

Rev. Anthony Vader 
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Dear Fr. Vader, 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on April 26, 2003 and 
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding 
- s allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article 1104.10 of 
the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage 
Review of this matter at the request of your civil attorney and canonical advocate. The 
Board is scheduled to review this matter on Saturday, May 17, 2003. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that your 
Vicar Fr. James Kaczorowksi continues to be available to you. He may be reached at 
312.642.1837. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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copy· 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

May 29, 2003 

Dear 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on April 26, 2003 and 
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual 
misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage 
Review of this matter at the request of Anthony Vader's civil attorney and canonical 
advocate. The Board is scheduled to review this matter on Saturday, May 17, 2003. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the 
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. You may reach them at 
312.751.8307. 

' " 
Le McCluskey Y 
Professional Fitness Review AdminiB 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

May29, 2003 

Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 N. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Dear Mr. Reardon, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

This letter is in regards to the allegation of sexual misconduct brought against Fr. Anthony Vader 
by The Board was to make recommendations regarding the 
aforementioned matter at the Board meeting that took place on Saturday, May 17, 2003. At your 
request, the Board voted to postpone this matter until the Board meeting scheduled to take place 
on June 21, 2003. 

If you have any information to have presented to the Board in regards to this matter, please 
forward it to my attention no later than Wednesday, June 11, 2003. 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 
312.751.5205, phone 
312.751.5279, fax 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org, e-mail 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312.751.5205. 

~
. ly, 

~ 

flfdilfl/JlJKJ~· 
L~ah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Ad istr tor 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

May 29, 2003 

Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL 
Metropolitan Tribunal 
Archdiocese of Dubuque 
1229 Mt. Loretta 
P.O. Box479 
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0479 

Dear Sr. Francine, 

COPY. 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

This letter is in regards to the allegation of sexual misconduct brought against Fr. Anthony Vader 
by The Board was to make recommendations regarding the 
aforementioned matter at the Board meeting that took place on Saturday, May 17, 2003. At the 
request of Fr. Vader's civil attorney Patrick Reardon, the Board voted to postpone this matter 
until the Board meeting scheduled to take place on June 21, 2003. 

If you have any information to have presented to the Board in regards to this matter, please 
forward it to my attention no later than Wednesday, June 11, 2003. 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 
312.751.5205, phone 
312.751.5279, fax 
lmccluskev@archchicago.org, e-mail 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312.751.5205. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

May 29, 2003 

Fr. Anthony Vader 
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Dear Fr. Vader, 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on April 26, 2003 and 
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding 
allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review 
Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage 
Review of this matter at the request of your civil attorney and canonical advocate. The 
Board is scheduled to review this matter on Saturday, May 17, 2003. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that your 
Vicar Fr. James Kaczorowksi continues to be available to you. He may be reached at 
312.642.1837. 

McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Admi 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO copy· 
Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

May 29, 2003 

Dear 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on April 26, 2003 and 
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual 
misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process for 
Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage 
Review of this matter at the request of Anthony Vader's civil attorney and canonical 
advocate. The Board is scheduled to review this matter on Saturday, May 17, 2003. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the 
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. You may reach them at 
312.751.8307. 

' ~~(~· 
Le McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Ad · i.stF tor 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

May 29, 2003 

Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 N. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Dear Mr. Reardon, 

COPY. 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Th~ to the allegation of sexual misconduct brought against Fr. Anthony Vader 
b~ The Board was to make recommendations regarding the aforementioned 
matter at the Board meeting that took place on Saturday, May 17, 2003. At your request, the 
Board voted to postpone this matter until the Board meeting scheduled to take place on June 21, 
2003. 

If you have any information to have presented to the Board in regards to this matter, please 
forward it to my attention no later than Wednesday, June 11, 2003. 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 
312.751.5205, phone 
312.751.5279, fax 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org, e-mail 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312.751.5205. 

S~incer,ely,&/VI 
1 

(f)J;.Adi~-··· 
L M Cluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Adm 'st tor 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

May 29, 2003 

Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL 
Metropolitan Tribunal 
Archdiocese of Dubuque 
1229 Mt. Loretta 
P.O. Box479 
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-04 79 

Dear Sr. Francine, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

This letter is in regards to the allegation of sexual misconduct brought against Fr. Anthony Vader 
by The Board was to make recommendations regarding the aforementioned 
matter at the Board meeting that took place on Saturday, May 17, 2003. At the request of Fr. 
Vader's civil attorney Patrick Reardon, the Board voted to postpone this matter until the Board 
meeting scheduled to take place on June 21, 2003. 

If you have any information to have presented to the Board in regards to this matter, please 
forward it to my attention no later than Wednesday, June 11, 2003. 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 
312.751.5205, phone 
312.751.5279, fax 
lmccluskev@archchicago.org, e-mail 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312.751.5205. 

Sin~e ely, 

'i 'Aflvit~VJ~"'2$ 
Le~ McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Admin~trat 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

June 6, 2003 

·Fr. Anthony Vader 
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 N. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Fr. Vader, 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on May 17, 2003 and 
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding 
-s allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.10 of 
the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage 
Review until the scheduled June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of your attorney 
Patrick Reardon. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmcclu.Skey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev. 
James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at 
312.642.1837. 

Sincerely, 

~vlJµJ~l2S 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Ad · ·fil tor 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

AOC 021332 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO COPY' 
Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Bo~ 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

June 6, 2003 

Fr. Anthony Vader 
Clo Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL 
Metropolitan Tribunal 
Archdiocese of Dubuque 
Mt. Loretta 
P.O.Box479 
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0479 

Dear Fr. Vader, 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on May 17, 2003 and 
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding 
-s allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.10 of 
the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage 
Review until the scheduled June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of your attorney 
Patrick Reardon. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312.751.5205 or via e-mail (lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev. 
James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at 
312.642.1837. 

Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Ad 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 

June 6, 2003 

Dear 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on May 17, 2003 to 
conduct a Second Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct against 
Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation of 
Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's determination to postpone the Second Stage 
Review until the June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of Anthony Vader's 
attorney, Patrick Reardon. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the 
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. They may be reached at 
312. 751.8307. 

s~~ly, 

~iffttWita{1o1a0/ / 

Leah McCluskey ( 
Professional Fitness Review Ad · · trato 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
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Py . . 
.. ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

June 6, 2003 

Rev. Anthony Vader 
Clo Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL 
Metropolitan Tribunal 
Archdiocese of Dubuque 
1229 Mt. Loretta 
P.0.Box479 
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0479 

Dear Fr. Vader, 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Boar~3 and 
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding_ 
allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review 
Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage 
Review until the scheduled June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of your attorney 
Patrick Reardon 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev. 
James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at 
312.642.1837. 

Sinct'.rely, 

'-i/)A /dlttChAOlt&-6 ~~~luskey 
Professional Fitness Review Admini to 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO co 
Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

June 6, 2003 

Rev. Anthony Vader 
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon 
221 N. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1938 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Fr. Vader, 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on May 17, 2003 and 
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding 
allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review 
Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage 
Review until the scheduled June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of your attorney 
Patrick Reardon. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev. 
James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at 
312.642.1837. 

~~· c~ly, 

~·. Jdifl®obe; 
L ah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Admini rato 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO copy· 
Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

June 6, 2003 

Dear 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on May 17, 2003 and 
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding.your allegation of sexual 
misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article § 1104.10 of the Review Process 
for Continuation of Ministry. 

The Cardinal has accepted the Board's determination to postpone the Second Stage 
Review until the scheduled June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of Anthony 
Vader's attorney, Patrick Reardon. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the 
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. They may be reached at 
312.751.8307. 

~(t~· 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Fitness Review Ad · tra r 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry 

AOC 021337 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

June 7, 2003 

RECEIVED 

JUN 1 2 2003 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of May 23 in response to 
your letter of May 21, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago who has withdrawn from public ministry, and the allegation made 
by following the Second Stage Review scheduled by the 
Review Board on May 17, 2003. 

In light of the Board's recommendation that this matter be postponed until the next 
scheduled Review Board meeting so that the possibility of misidentification of the accused might 
be further investigated, I accept this manner of proceeding, and ask that the matter be taken up at 
the June 21, 2003 meeting of the Review Board. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

JC~((?~/~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

S~m~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

AOC 021338 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, lllinois 60611 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

June 7, 2003 

RECEIVED 

JUN l ?. ?f\03 

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of May 23 in response to 
your letter of May 21, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago who has withdrawn from public ministry, and the allegation made 
by following the Second Stage Review scheduled by the Review Board on 
May 17, 2003. 

In light of the Board's recommendation that this matter be postponed until the next 
scheduled Review Board meeting so that the possibility of misidentification of the accused might 
be further investigated, I accept this manner of proceeding, and ask that the matter be taken up at 
the June 21, 2003 meeting of the Review Board. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

'28'. R-~~ot 4au.~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

--:( ,...-:. (_µ, ~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

AOC 021339 


