22 April 1983

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin
Archbishop of Chicago

P.0. Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60GS0O

Your Bminence:

1t is with great sarrow and troubled minds that we write
you to inform you of the misconduct of a priest at our parish,
Five Holy Martyrs, 43rd and ftichmond, This purticulay priest is
in charge of the alterboys.

On March 23, 1983, at approximately 7:45 a.m., Father Chestra
Przybylo, struck seven children in the sacristy. These children,
who consisted of 6 alierboys and 1 little girl who was to be 2 com-
mentator, wers struck because Father Chestra spid they ware talking.
They were struck as fallows:

. struck once on the right side of head,
X . syruck once on the right side of head.

B _ shoved against the wall causing child to hit his head
on the wall,

| - punched once on the left side of face by his eyes,
which caused his glasses to be knocked offl his face
and broken. Cost of plasses $66.00

£ . kicked from behind into the cassock locker,
pulled out by hls hair, turned about face and
thrown back into locker, causing laceratien on
his right leg.

A .. seruek 3 times in and around head area causing
child to fall to the ground.

struck once over the head with priest’s prayer
book.

At this point we have spoken personally to our Pastor Alfred
.. Abramowlcz, and he has made Father Chestra apologize to the
children only after the children were made to apologisze to him,
Bishop stated to Mrs. SR and Mrs. WEESERD, that we should be
forgiving, because this was his first offanse, and also Bishop has
no other priest to put in charge of the alterboys.

e as parents feel that this priest needs help. We cannot
allow our sons Lo serve hecause when this incldent gocurred, we were
made aware of similar incidents that took place nt alterboy meetings.
We fear for the safely of our children and feel this priest should
not be allowed to have charge over the altaerboys.
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Not to be gossip carriers, but we were also made aware of the
fact that this priest was already removed from another naighboring
parish becausa of his eccentricities,

Our last hope to find a solution to this dilemma is youl

We understand that you have a shortage, but you also must under-
stand our very deep concern, We have given ouy Pastor one month
to resolve thig matter, but now we fesl that we must bring this
to your attention for furthar investigation and resolution.

Please understand, we wish {o harm no one, but we do not wanl any
child to get seriously hurt,

{1 you feel that you must contact any or all of us, we
have furnished information below.

Only speaks Spanish

Mr, & Mrs.
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Mr. & Mrs.

[+1 2] Mogt Reverend Alfred L. Abramowics
Five Holy HMactyrs Church
4300 5. Richmond
Chicago, Yllincis 60632

Father Chastra Praybylo
Five Holy Marvtyvs Chuxch
4300 5. Richmond

Chicago, 1llinols 60632

Frank Florlte

- Attorney At Law
127 N, Daerborn
DE-2-1176

Jermoe T, Murphy
Attorney At Law

11750 8, VYewstoarn
239-6800

All Parvents involved who signed,

Sister Emily Marie

Principal of Five Holy Martyrs School
4300 8§, Richmond

Chlcago, Illineis 60632

521-616)
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APR 1 3 2006

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ARG OF CHIGAGD
OFFICE OF PROFESSINAL RESPONSIBAYTY
VICAR FOR PRIESTS NS

800 NORTH CLARK STHEET, SUIBFf :&1'1' Qi’iﬂir“'
ikl

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 80610 docurment from tha filag of
f FOR PRIESTE OFFIoE
of: 312) 842- 1887 10:  File (R. GoedertARCHIHOCBER OF CHIDAGO

R Th!:-;isareﬂ' R —
DATE: April 27, 1990 ik mkamied
b ’ DO ROT Ccapy ’

RE: Chester Przybylo

Ed AR co11ed (254-3636). He was at a 10ss as to'what to do about

rumors, gossip, and innuendo concerning Chester.
but that is not the real issue at this time. The gossip seems

to be more of a sexual nature. Ed has been hearing things such as Chester
taking young boys up to his room and in the parish office, The organist also
said that he took a "highlander" to some hotel or apartment. Cd does not
know the age of the "highlander”, nwor is he sure of any of this. 1 told Ed
that I would make & notation that he had caliled, but that it would .not he
fair to Chester to move on him if all we have 15 gossip and innuendo. I
suggested that Ed watch Chester very carefully and document any information
or events that he thinks are important. 1 suggested that he get back to
me in a week or so and just let me know how things are going.




ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR POR PRIESTS \ Y
600 NORTH CLARK-STREET, SUI -
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60510 Gt h orginal document Jy om the files of

FOR PRIESTS :
Olf: {312) 642 1837 T0:  File (R, Goedert)AHCHDIOCESE OTTgH?ggl(%

. This is a red ni n
DATE: , nk stay
May 4, 1990 DO N v p

RE: Chester Przybylo

1. R R co11cd. — Ed sal1d that he confronted Chester
with the stories that were ¢irculating about him and Chester Just said that
they were not true. But he didn't seem to react at a}) the way a norma) parson

would when accused of such things, liowever, the following day he did express
anger at what Ed had told him,

2. 1 asked Ed what are some of the things that he observes. He said that

the most serious compiaint ig with regard 1o a young man by the name of IEERISE
Who 15 around the rectory fraquently, He will come sometimes after 10 P.M.
Ordinarily he would be in the office with Chester, but Ed made it very clea

to Chester that no young person is to be on the second floor at all. And if

he has someone coming to the office after 9 o'clock, he has to keep the office
door open., Ed said that this soms young man-has borrowed Chester's car, He 13
only 16 years old, One day the police found him riding around the parking ot

at 1AM, Evidently Chester “ad gone to a wedding and must have let this young

mah use the car and then went to pick Chester up and eventually brought
him home,

3. Mth regard to this young man, E£d said he has never seen anything impraoper,
However, Ed has heard different priests wha were elther stationed with Chester
or know about him refer to him as "Chester the molester”,

4,  Ed says that the above concern 3s the major one, but ‘there are all sorts of
other kinds of problems that Fd has with Chester and the way he deals with things-
For instance, o funeral came in ang the family specifically said they wanted

the entire liturgy in English. Chester got into a big huff, didn't preach a

homily and did the whole funeral in less than 20 minutes. Naturally, people
complained.

5. I suggested to €d that he simply keep a log and observe Chester carefully
and if anything vntoward happens, he should get back in touch with me

CB3IPRZ 00054
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May 26, 1999

Today I spoke with Bishop Alfred Abramowicz at his residence at St, Blase Parish in Argo,
Illinots for about an hour about Pather Czeslaw Pryzybylo. [ began by reading the letter of
May 5, 1999 from Bishop Kazimierz Goimy of Rzeszow to Bishop Joseph Imesch and Bishop
Imesci's reply of May 17, 1999, Bishop A. Said Bishop Gory would not know Father C.

Bishop A, Then told me he knew of one only incldent, On August 14, 1968, the vigil of the
Assumption, a 17 year old young man told Bp. A, That Fr, C. Had sodomized him, Bp. A.
Confronted ER, C,, who did not deny it, Bp. A, Told me: “It's, so sickening -- on the vigil of
the Peast of Our Lady!” He was on the verge of teats.

Within that week, the older brother of the 17 year old sent him back to Poland, The kid was
not the sharpest and the older brother did not believe him and said he {magined it. Bp. A,
believed it -- because Pr. C, Did not deny it,

“Despite that incident, [ kept him but watched him tike & hawk, 1 was consecrated in June -
this happened in August." Bp. A, And I discugsed the mentality at that time. This was
considered a sinful action for which confesslon and repentance was needed. He did not tell
anyone -- twot Cardinal Cody, nor anyone at the Chancery. Bp. A, continued: “I feared it
tmight happen again. He was in charge of the altar boys. He had friends who outwardly had
the characteristics of homosexuality, which T didn’t like. At times he wounld stay out all night
and come home at 6:00 a.m. Sotne mothess would complain he'd keep kids out until late at
night, He would take them out caroling in the Christinas season and keep them out until 9:00
or 10:00 pam, -- o which I objected, Chester had They would go
caroling from home to home and Basically, that's why {
told you to steer clear of him."

“When he went to Madison, (ENGETNN came to ask me about him. I didu't tell Cody or
the Chancellor at the titme {1968).”

s

l'o take him in today!! ['m sure someone would come forward.”

I observed: “We'd be opening ougselves to terrific problems that we don't need!” With which
Bp. A. agreed.

Bp. A, Was not asked a thing about him, “I think it was"ﬁp. A.'s successor at
Five Holy Martyrs) who asked Chester to leave. Chester had terrible fights with the Sistor
who was a sactistan, Bd (SSJENEMIPdid not need that, Neither did 11"

“ sec nothing to do but to do nothing” (for Bishop Imesch), Bishop Gorny should be told

that it our opindon Chester would not pass them
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“I{o (Chostor) Is a super Polish patrfot, His moth
his grandparents. Poor Cl ister with B
0 He comes from 4 very

{ speak Polishl He picked it up from
§ She was
vout family.”

Bp. A, Could not remember the name of the vietlm, He just remembers that within 4 week,
he went back to Poland, sent back by his older brother, with whom he was staying, The
older brother was embarrassed that his kid brother was talking about & priest, I salds "So he
¢ didn"t believe the kid, but you did?" He replled, "1 don't know. whether he believed Fim or
" ot but he was embarrassed because he was talking aboul & priest, | belioved It because »
Chester did not deny it when [ confronted him,” ' ' o

After we flnlshed talking, [ asked Bp, A. Por hs blessing and gave him mine, He wod most
gractous, Heo was diessed but lylng in bed as we spoke, occaslonally wineing in pain. Al

one polnt, T could not understand him, so he got up and went into another room to get his
false teeth,

e warmly asked me o give Joo s best regards. | 1old him (R ERREE 05 downstuirs
walting for me and usked he would like to greet him .- or rather not, He graciously said 10
bring him upstairs, so [ did and, we very briefy visited, then 1efi,

M@%’

Bishop Roger L. Kaffer




Diocese of Joliet G0 169

Tho Tribunal Offlce

310 Bridga Straot 015.722-2256
Joliae, Mllinols 60435.6399 Fax 415-722-6692

Miay 10, 2005

CardialStritch Retreal House
P.0. Box 433
Mundelein, 1L 60060

Dear Fathera

[ spoke with Bishop Kaffer about his conversation with Bishop Abramowicz regarding an
allegation of sexual abuse on the patt of Father Przybylo, Bishop Kaffer confinmed what
he had written in 2 memo and expressed much concern that Father Przybylo not be
incardinated into the Diocese of Joliet and that he not be given faculties. [belicve at this
point, we encourage Father Przybylo to be recoucied with his own bishop.

Thank you for your kindness. I enjoyed visiting with you last week. With every good
wish, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Rev. Joseph J. Tapella
Vicar General
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Office of Professional Responsibility
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wwwaichehicago.ory

MEMORANDUM
To Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administralo
Re; Pryzblo, Rev. Czestaw/Doe, John {identified as

Date: April 2, 2006

This memorandum is in response (o the attached e-mail as well as (o provide a summary
of information of the matter concerning Rev. Czeslaw Pryzblo and John Dog, who has

since been identified ! [ERNERS

PRA placed a call to the Department of Children and Family Services [IDCFS) Hotline on
March 24, 2006 after learning of the allegations of sexual misconduct with minors against
Fr. Pryzblo as reported in the Chicago Sun-Times and Tribune newspapers on March 23,
2000,

PRA spoke with Ms. Janet Headen of the DCFS Hotline on March 24™ and provided the
Information reporied in the aforementioned newspapers. Ms. Headen informed PRA that
she would take a report at that ime and that she would forward the matler to the Du Page
County Child Advocacy Center (or follow-up. PRA also provided Ms, Headen with the
name and contact information of Jeff Anderson, the civil atlomey representing the
alleged viclim,

T

PRA informed Ms. Headen of a phone call received the same day from (R
EASEERINEE | [ S i S debmeCibioons My, m“onwctcd PRA
about the aforementioned matter afier reading the articles in the March 23 pewspapers.
Ms. Headen was informed that Mr. “lold PRA Lhat heopspapimg 2. Five Holy -
Martyrs al the time of the alieged abuse. She was also informed that M, WWHS able
1o identify the “Jon Doe™ in the newspaper articles 45 RSN B ond that he (M,
G »s concerned aboul Fr. Pryzblo’s behavior with young boys at Five Holy
Martyrs. When asked, PRA provided Ms. Headen with Mr. conlact information
at SeREnesumRsbugls. |1 was agreed that PRA would contact Mr. “to inform him
of the call made o the DCFS Hotline and that he should expect a phone call from a

DCFS investigator.
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After ending the March 24™ phone call with Ms. Headen, PRA contacted Mr.‘hand
informed him of the phone call o DCFS, Mr. (lRexpressed his willingness to
cooperate with the DCES investigation. He then informed PRA of his knowiedge from
his time at Five [Holy Martyrs that Fr, Pryzblo *...100k an interest in himn B8
well as [an interest in] other polish boys.,."

To date, PRA has spoken with Ms. Peg Mayer, the DCFS investigator assigned to this
matter, PRA has shared all of the aforementioned information with Ms. Mayer, During a
phone conversation on March 31, 2006, PRA provided Ms. Mayer with the name and
contact information for Sr. Judith Davies, Chancellor of the Joliet Diocese. PRA is also
in the process of obtaining Fr. Pryzblo’s history of assignments while serving in the
Archdiocese of Chicago, so that the information may be forwarded 1o Ms. Mayer,

Ce  Rev. Jeremiah Boland, Direclor Extern and International Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Office of Assistance Ministry
Rev, lohn Canary, Viear General
Rev. Vincent Costello, Viear for Priests
Rev, Bdward Grace, Viear for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancelloy
Rev, Daniel Smilanie, Cardinal’s Delegate (o the Review Board
Dr. Nicholas Wolsonovich, Superintendent of Schools

CBY/PRZ 00060




Puge 7 of' 9

Tr. Svablanie verbally providesd the following information on his disonssion with the
¢ . When u priest of tho Arehidivcess of Chiengo, Fr.
wm asglgned for & period of time to Five Holy Martyrs with Fr, Praybylo,

Fr. Sinilanic reporied tiat M, old him the following:
o T Praybylo was known ag “Chester the Molester” by the police officers in
the neighborhood

«  When assigned to Five Holy Martyrs, there was an occaslon when the then Fr.
witked by Pr. Praybylo’s room and saw a boy In only his
wndorwenr siiilug on the clerie’s floor; Pr, qrought this incident to
the attentlan of Bishop Abramewicz who responded by telllng Jim that the
boy was Fr. Praybylo's *.,.personal altar server,..”

s After Bishop Abramowiny retired, Rev, B
pastor of Five Holy Murlyrs; the then Pr. brought bis concems
about Fr, Preybylo*s internction with boys to Ty, shorily afler, Fr,
Praybylo was removed {rom Five Holy Muttyrs, had no faculties in the
Archdioceso of Chicago, mnd e resurficed in the Diceose of Jolet

s assigned as the new -

Ms. MeCluskoy shared the Informatlon witl the Board mombers that Iy, Praybylo’s
curront wheroabouts ars not known,

In an 8-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Review Board determined
that theee 18 repsonable cavso 10 suspeet that the allegod misconduat oceumed, The
Board also maile the following reconunendations:

»  That a notlce of thess proceedings be sent to tha Diocese of Joliel, to the
bishop of the diocess that Fr, Przybylo was ordained for, and to the bishop of
the dioceso that he was subsequently ncardinated into

+ That Fr, Przybylo's nama he placed on the warning list that Is ciroulated

throughout the Archdiocess of Chicago on a regular basis by the Offico for
Canonica] Services

WL Undates

PRZ-CB20-0007




RECEIVED

FEB 1 12007
Reverend Chester Praybylo ANGHTIREESE DF CHICAGD

QFFIGE QR PROFESSIONAL BESFONSIMISTY

March, 28, 1608

Lelter from Bishop Joseph M. Zycinskl {Blshop of Tamow) to Blshop Roger Kaifer, "I'd
approclate your kind assessment of the present siiuation and your oplnlon abut the necessity
of possible {poessibly] using aancllons agalnst Fr. Chesler because of his illegal If any, actlons
In the tarritory of the diocese of Jollet” (In reference to hls celebration of traditionalist llturgy in
sple of protests of eccleslastic aulhoritles.)

17
Letter from Blshop Imesch to Blshop Josaph M, Zycinskl (Bishop of Tarnow). Father Przybyla
has no authorlly to celebrate Mans at the Strine of Chrlst the King. “My own oplnion is that he
should be asked 1o return lo his dlocese of Incardination.”

Augus! 14, 1987
Latter from Bishop Imesch to Falher Przybylo requesting that he call for an appolntment,

Oclober 21, 1997
Letter from Blshop Imaesch to Father Praybylo staTlng that ha dlid not respond to the previous
laller and asked to call for an appolntment,

Fobruary 18, 1999

Lattor from Bishop Imesch to Falher Przybylo requesting that he call for an appointment.

Aprd 19, 1998

Flla memorandum from Blshop Imesch regarding his meeting with Father Przybylo. Father, a
natlve Chicaguan, studled thealogy In Poland and later received perimission from his blshop In
Poland 1o relurn to tho Unlted Steles, ~ Worked In Archdlocese for 16 years, was not
incardinatad, want to Madison, W1 for three years, then In approximalely 1693 went to the
Shrine of Christ the King In Winflsld, (He was told by Fr, Al Kunz In Madlson that he needed
no permission 1o celebrate the Tridenline Rite.) Fr. Przybylo told Bishop imasch he wanled to
bacora pan of the Jollet Dictesa.

Apr

Blshop Imesch sent a letter 1o Father Thomas Paprock] in which ha enclosed the memo
regarding his mesting with Father Przybylo.

M
Letler from Blshop Imesch In response lo Blshop Kazimlerz Gorny's letter of May 5, 1999,
Bishop Imesch stated that Father Praybylo had mada no atiempls to contaot him: that Father
bas no faoulties and functions without his permission; that he should be required to return, to
Poland.

_May 26, 1999
Confidentlal file memorandum from Blshop Kaffer regarding a conversation held with Bishop
Alfred Abramowicz about Father Pryzyble's allaged abuse on August 14, 1968 of a young man

(?ge 17) who was sent back fo Poland by his older brother who did nol balieve he had been
abused,

May 268, 1999

Letter from Bishop Imesch lo aWIn which he sald that Fathar Przybylo does not
and naver had faculties from the Jollet Diocase; that he was ordalned for & diocese In Poland:
that the reason for Bishop Imesch visiting the Shrine was to make certain that the people
uhnderstoud they ware not parl of the Cathollc Church,; they are worshiping without approval of
the Bishaop,

July 23, 1900
Memo from Bishop Kaffer (o Blshop Imaesch stating thal fhe revised date from Bishop
Abramowlcz was 1968 but Augus! 28, 1982,
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August 27, 1908

Lettar from Bishop Imesch to Father Preybyle In which he was told he was misleading peopls
by adverliging the Shrine as colebraling a Roman Catholic Mass; that he is “not In unlon with
the Chureh In Rome through the locat blshop."

Recember 18, 1099 '
Leltar from Blshop Imesch to Falher Praybylo that people need to be informed that they are
not in union with the Roman Cathollc Church,

13,200
Latter from Blshop Imesch {o Fathar Przybylo stating thal ha called several limes over the pas!
10 days and iefl messages but no response, Asked lo cufl for an appolntmant,

August 27, 2001
Letter from Bishop Imasch to Father Praybylo saylng that he is not a priest In good standing:
that he is not authorized to present himssif as such and Is belng decaptive to his people,

August 27, 2001
Latier from Blshop Imasch to Bishop Gorny stating Falher Preybyle contlnues to proesent
himsslf as a Cathollo priest and asking his assistance,

September 27, 2001

Lalter from Bishop (mesch to Blshop Qorny saying he could not permil Father Praybylo fo
funclion as a prest In tho Diocess of Jollet hecause he wanls o be a priest “without any
rolatlonshlp to the dlocesan bishop,"

Janua
Letter from Bishop Imasch (o Father Przybylo reminding him that he receivad no response 1o

the Bishop's Ieller of August 27, and that he Is not in good standing with the Cathollo Church
and [s stlll decelving his people,

Jul
Letter from Blshop Imesch to Bishop Gomny saylng that Father Przybyio has not contacted him

In response to Blshop Gomny's latler nor responded 1o letters from Bishop Imesch It August of
last year and January 2002, :

July 18, 2002

Lelter from Bishop Imegch to Mr, Thomas Vall regarding tho fact that Father ©rzybylo doss not
have faculties from the Dlosese of Jollet, is not In good slending, ste,

or 22, 200%
Fite memo from Blshop Imasch saying that according to a Falher Milek at St. Helen Church In
Chicago, Blshop Gority was supposed to come lo Chicago In May and at (hat time there would
ke & mealing with Bishop Gorny, Fathor Przybylo and Father Mitek.

rl

4
Memo from Blshop Imesch to Father Tapella staling that Father Sledleckl was trying to get

g?ll(}lar ISa'zybylo lo refurn fo the Church and asked Fathior Tapslla lo meet wilh Father
adiockl,

L4

Memo from Blshop Imesch to Father Tapslla re meating with Father Sladleck! to state why he
is not recagnized or accepted by the Church,

Anrll 26, 2004

Memo from Father Tapella to Blshop Imesch ragarding a sult filad conceming the assats of
the Shrine (over one million dollars). Father Tapolla suggested that any reconclliation efforts
with Father Przybyle ought to be placsed on hold because of the Invalldity of marrlages he
performad, his unwillingness to be aubjectad to any bishop's authorlty, elc,
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May 18, 2008

Letler from Father Tapella to Falher Sledlackl. Father Tapella hud spoken with Bishop Kaffer
about his conversation with Bishop Abramowlez regarding an allegation of sexual sbuse
against Falher Przybylo, Blshop Kaffer confirmed what he had wrilien In & memo; and slaled
that Father Przybylo nat be Ineardinated and not be tiven faculfios,

June 7, 2006

Mamo from Falher Yapella regarding a conversation with & GEHISRINERREom Michigan
possible mlsuse of funds belonging to his aunt. #r, “was Informed that Father Praybyle
doas not aceepl the alihorlty of Blehop Imaesch or hls bishop In Patand,

July 1, 2008

Deoroa Issued hat Eather Przybylo doos net have facullies from Bishop Imesch and that the
Shrina of Ghrist the King Is net authorized by the Diogese and enjoys no cananical stalus,

November 14, 2005 o
E-mall forwarded ta Sistor Judith Davies for Blshop Imesch from [k
by Falhar Chesler Przybylo,

Dacomber 16, 2006

Flle memo In whioh Bishop Imesch spoke of his conversation with EEink that
morning, He alleges having been faped ix or saven times and suffaring other abuse while

Fathar Przvbylo was al Five Holy Martyrs in Chicago, SlMwas ago 12, The Blshap sent B
a lolter that day In which he advlaed“to report to the States' Altorney al lo
9,

SRl alloging abuse

Pacember 19, 2006 "
Letler from Bishop Imesch to Bishop Gomy In whigh ho endlosed an e-mall sent by RS

adad abuse by Father Praybylo belween 1986-1087, and a copy of the letter
Gl Blshop Imesch asked Blshop Gorny ta suspend Falher Przybylo.

sont to |8

danuery 27, 2006
Letter from Father Przybylo to Bishop imesch staling that he and the Board are willlng to work
with the Bishap,

Mareh 2, 2008

A leller was sent 1o Blshop imesch from the law firm of Klenfen & Plalsch stating that the
Roard of Diractors of the Shrlne voted to establlsh Iho Shrine as an Independent enlity, and
stated that Fr. Przybylo does not have the right to negolate with the Diccese aboul faculiles,

March 22, 2006
The Dlocese Issued a formal slatement regarding that Father Preybylo never had facultles
wilh the Dlocese, and Is not connecled with the Dlocese in any way.

2, 2008

Lelter from Blshop Imesch to Falher Przybyle regarding his suspension and asking him lo
make that penally known to his peopla,

May 14, 2008
i & file memo, Blshop Imesch slated ha spoke wilh Father Prebyto who sald he racslved the
Information from Blshop Rzeszowskl and told parlahloners of his suspenslon,

Septembor 28, 2006
Lettor from Blshop Sartaln to Mr. Tim Halleli staling that It would not be possible to establish a
canon(oal relationship betwaen the Shrine and the Discese.
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