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Venerable Brother Gerard,C.F.A.,
Rector,Alexlian Brothers Hospital,
531 Jackson Drive,
Qshkosh,Wisconsin.

"My dear Brother Gerard: _ .
' ' v I am in receipt of a letter from
Hageman, written at your lmstitution, in which
Pms me that he made application for entrance in
“institution, to do penance and to give proof of the
ncerety of his repentance for a career that obliged me
to. dismlss him from the dlocese. He writes that you have
- exXpressed readiness to accept him, 1f I approve of his
_ going to your instltution.

; ' At the outset, I wish to state that

I absolutely will not be responslble for any financlal

-~ obligations in his ‘case, for the reason that I have felt

obligated and justified to refuse absolutely to have this

\.'struggling diocese asgsume any flnancial obllgations for
“this man. My last letter to him was that he was out of the

diocese and would stay ocut.

I will not go Into the detalls of
his conduct On the face of his letter, he seems to feel
very sorry that he fell and promises to reform. While I
‘have no right to predict that he will not reform, I hon-

- estly have my Jjustifled apprehenslons. He is a man who can
- .put up a good front, and will apparently show signs of re-
ance and reform; but, as was proven by his past record
ets his resolutions and falls into his old hablts,
ems to thlnk that he 1s no longer sudpected, and

fore, I have no confidence in his promises,‘and, while
ould 1ot want to deprive him of a chance to possibly
arid finally prove himself worthy of condidence, I frankly

- regret to state that I would not trust him, unless he would
T unmistakeably offer proofs of his sincerity continuously

‘ _for at least three to five years.

IR TN Now, if he can secure the necessary

means “to pay you for hls board and lodglng, I would have

- N0 objection to your receiving him on probation; but I

- would mot want 1t understood that I have any responsibility
towards him. If he can pay you for his board and lodging,
and if he proves,to your satisfaction, for the peried of
time mentloned above, that he is honest and sincere in his
resolutions and efforts, a chance would at least be given him

. {
“ChSWHSSZQ

1y hides his gradugl fall into his old transgressions.
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0 u_z'?qv_é hinself trustworthy or not.

o : ’ As for saying lass, I will approve
o thaei o'zl:r Iin vour institution, and unitll auvch tixe as
your Toel seb 'sfloa that he really is sincere. So, I have
. now wcn Jou the lnlormntion thwet I felt in conscicncc
-"“bo:m to ive you; and T leave 1L o your good Judgsment

__":hzat to doe

. . Fataer Chrocanwwhri las been avaopted’
2lgnop of T ?E.::o, Tazas, on trlaliy and 2e localed
dnsa mountalin misslon center ol JTew lexlco, the name of
walken 18 Tanover. Time wiil bell wiether ke is worthy o
trust. nler no circumchance will e bo allowed to return
.-,ncre. m;.t iz the sawms sibuatlion witi: regard o Rev.nareren.

e . , <t palns me Lo have youi ~rothers
cwibness such gad oxpericnces withi priesgts ol Gods But, on
tize othicr hand, Jou Srotlhors degsrve Qrou... crecht Lor the
Cefforts rou are uw..r:;;, Torth Lo vr;r Yo acly fallen men.
rebfiurm to teelir J.orzrm spod nablts of lile, IT t‘_.ere is
¥ caance at all Ior such a a.e;or*... God wlll,no Gount bless
o ar'h_”'o::r J,nsm.i,ut,m'z -or thls poad Sameriten act. In
the case of Rev. Lageman, I hope tags your reverence Iop
 ue sacred ﬁ*iestboo& :gnd_ the relorrm-of a fallen prisst will
cwerit for you the greet roverd lwad Jod alone can give,if
- _*'"is zan rellsvly PTOVes L v..ncer;i.y and pPGrscy crence of -
»_V.;..s Trepensance snd relors.

T will send fev. Iogemun 4 copy of
3o el lic cin sce cxactly what I urdle you; and
i & position %o ;‘cccive sour doelislone

R Theniiing you for past lthadness ler
fortunates of Lthls -;.,oc«,se and aes v*nb you of a constend
T ﬂ_,to In sy Mugses for such churlity, I Leg to remmin

Tourg sincerely In uh.ust

‘Bishop oi Corpus Christi

DOG.00276
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Saint Aedan's Rectory
112 Fountain Strest
New Haven, Conn.

' Phe Most Reverend E. B. Ledvine, D.D.,LL.D.,
Corpua Christi, Texas,

ﬁfe‘% rend Bighop:

" Father Hugeman has been living with. brother hsre
‘New Hagyen. It is imperative that something bde done for
m- Although his conduet here has been in Yvery way exam-:
. it gives serious scandal to many Yo haye him l:lving as.

e I very respectmlly Trequest e it possible

=-£e_ -nm;, 40 find some place of refugs. He ls ng to accept
er you may decide s0 long as he may live ms & priest.

ould he come under the 1nr1nence of enemies of the Church

; @might do great harm.

B two for S'antln'ro » and
lesirea me to notify you,
n hopes that hg will ghve

hin en auﬂience.

o Pether Hageman has stated B g oase to me candidly. IV
i ia most serious bdeyond a doudbt, end your letter to him 1s, also
heyond & doudt, just. afr-the durden of remedy rests with you.
‘ 3 < ydN\hefore he loses his mind. ,

r to him with a view of appealins
¢ Delegate, should you find your-
geannot bring the matter before

no way respo:mible for the un-

;e Hageman says he cannot go to you direotly as
exoeedingly. 0f course he has reascn to 4o 8Q.
ike' application to the Archblshop in about a waek.
(ssible cl ‘ar his way a 1little?

Very respsctfully in G_hrist,
(Signed) M. Ernest Wilson,

Pagtor of St. Aedan's,
New Haven, Comnn.

Sept. 14, 1940

This ‘copy made in Chancery Office, Corpus Christl, Texas.)
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Aprfl 26, 1950

1‘1:.7 me& Da Ae Lanlng, Dean,
' .. -Sain€ Petar's Rectory,

1520 Matamoros Street,

- Pumse

Inretm-nms to you the note mvhglmror
- the balance of the debt om the parish. » thaik

- God, that you ware able to make a substantizl payment

. 'on $he. Joem! I complinment yourself and ths people on
the efforts to rveduce end £inally wips cut that incubus _
" whieh has deen hanging over the parish for so long & time.
o] am glad to note thet the men are déterained now to Iry

" %o make up the final balance and elesn up by the next -
mtmst-paying date. More power t you mnd %o themi

Anent Father Hageman; I thiok, too, that hs battsr
either go int some monastery for the mst or his life and
. kesp on.at$ least saying Mass, or % apply o the Holy See
... ter lajization. In the latter case he would have 0 maks
- formal application end send it to me %o forsard it %o the
... BHely See through the Apostoliec Delegatien. I am glad that

- Father McCoy knows the case, and therefore I will not need
. %0 have pangs of conscienoce about the Celedbret. I am glad
... that you wrote to Father Hagemsn, as you 4143 and I fmlly
- agree with your opiniom that hs ull have the greatest
ifTioulsy o overcame his weskness. Accordingly, you
write him along the line that I state above.

san

I oen tall you mow that I will positively send ‘

: you one of the newly ordunod, as assistant, So, wu can
s gqa.iotly count uwpon it. |

" I am giad thet you sre still gatiing comtridutions
for the Cathedral Fupd. You will see comsideradble progress
made on the building, whem you coms.

I am dfiotating this to Father Basso just bdefoxs our
Conference, which was deferred to this dats. Will be glad
%0 see you when you Goms,

Sandlng By blessing, 1 am,

Yours futhtnu.y in Chri“-ooe 00278
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ST, PETER'S RECTORY
1520 Matamoros St.
Laredo, Texas
April 24, 1939,

Most Rev, E, B, Ledvina, D.D.,
Bishop of Corpus Christi.

Dear Bishop: _
' : "Enclosed 1s the renewal note on the
parish debt., Thank CGAod, again we are zble to
make a substantial payment on it, In fact are
cutting it in half this time, as you will realize
- 1f you remember the last note of K1600,00. I
- must surely give c¢redit to these people, for
they are doing their best to make thing go here.
On top of this I have the consoling
news that the men of the parish are goling to
nake a special effort to clean off the balance
et once, by a collection among themselves. This
is of theilr own susgestion, and I am more than
‘glad to see them take the lnitiative. There is
also = movement on foot to colleet snough to re-
finish the inside of the Church and put a roof
on the tower, ( I dont know if you are awvare of
- the fact that the tower roof was never replaced
-after the storm took off the steeple,) If these -
things materalize I will write you later, ex-
. plaining the extent of the repairs, the cost,
and ask t he necessary permissions, o
Enclosed are the letters about Frs, _k(//"

Cruber and Hageman. As to Fr, Hageman, Bishop :
Garrlga told me that he had given you the sad

facts in his case, Believe me, if I could have 1&&46
spared you this added worry I would have done 5 '
so. I did my best, and feel, even now, that you

‘were spared the shock. :

_ - There was no publie knowledgeé of the
- affair at all, The physlical break-down idea was

used very effectively., In fact ab this time

there is hardly a2 nmention of him at all, I em

keeplng the boys concerned as clouse to me as

possible and even there there seems to be no

permanent harm, However, time alone will tell

on this point.

As to the Celebret, Fr, licCoy knows

the case, and so I felt that you were safe on

that score. Also, I had advices Fr. Hageman to

do one of two things: eilther ask admlssion to a
‘Monastery for the balance of his l1ife, or, ask

for secularization. The latter idea is the one

I urged him to follow and I sincerely hope that

he does, though I have my doubits. I am writing

DOG.00279
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to Fr. Hageman again this week, agaln counsel-
ing him to do one of the two things, stres-
8ing secularlzation, I am sorry to say that I
do not feel that he wlll overcome his weakness,
I hopé that thls explains my actions in the
matter.

Everything else here is moving along
as weel as it can be expected, under the cir-
cumstances. It sure is good the learn of the |
possibillty of getting help, and parbticularly
one of the Ordinands. I Teel that we Nould get
;along better, .

. Pledges and contrLbutlons are still
comlng in for the Cathedral Fund, and Iwill
‘brinz them &ll down to Corpus Christi elther v
the end of this week or the first of next week.
Until then, my regards to ell at the Bishop's

HO'B.SS .
Sincere i to

DOG.00280
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v'-l L ' St. Peter's Church,
: e ‘ Lared., legas,
June 30, 1936. |

Most Rev. E. B. Ledvina, D,D.,
Bisinop of Cdorpus Chrisvi,

Desaxr Bisnop;

Everything seems to be going along very
nice.y hese., The Parish received me most.cord;ally .
‘and at a reception Sundey evew.ing renewed their pro-
wmisses of cooperation, And I belicvs toey mean Lt.
The numbers attending services have incicussd con.
‘siderubly already, and, the men aud women have VOl
‘unteciui w0 coneacy eli of their acquaintainces who
“have not as yei shuwn up hesrc iu tasis hoie parish.
-+ . The Prégsts of the city have all been very fine.
~ They gave me a welcom. dimmcr a% St. Augusiimers on
Chionday of last weeke . '
o I have had one meeting with the new counsellors.
They are very flattered by the appo.ntment and show
- -great rediness to do all in their power to help make
- -things move along. _
. The books all seem to be in first class order.
Fr, Kaiser certainly has been most careful in this
. respeot. He has made nimself not only most useful,
but most agreeable. I regret that he will be leaving
but then, there are others, as you say.
. 0Of the two men aveilable to fill ais place, I
feel that Fr. Haogemsn would be the better adapted to
be of real service, I am afrsid that Fr. Corbin would . o
not fit in very well, So if your Lordship sees f£it to
- seund Fr, Hageman dowa to me 1 shell be glad to give
4im a real chance., May I suggest that if you send him
that you do so some weeks before Fr. Kaiser leaves, as
. that will give both of us a better chance to become
- femiliar with the city, parish and location of our -
. i people, o - . o
sve o Ifigure on taking up a census at once. There is
- no complete record of parishioners, which of course is
. @ .8erious handicap. You dont know who belongs and who
."does not, aud with many of these Mexican nmmes, many a
nisteke can occourr, Hageman would be & real help in
this job. o
o As to the news of the new Bishop,I couldn't believe
- my eyes. But since it is what you wanted, we mus%, with
regret, accept, Since i is a fact I am glad it is Fr,
-Garriga. He is a fine man, and T am sure will make a
succegsful and agreeable co-adjutor. I will se¢e him at
his Jubilee celebration Thursday.: :

DOG.00283
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July 9, 1836

: Rev. Daniel Laning,
. 8¢, Peter's Crurch,
| ,_x 86,

z do, lexas

Deur Father Dan;

I just receivec a letter from Futher Hageman .o '
ezpressed his deep gratitafle for the op;ortunity offéered him
10 prove tliat he wi1ll make good in evcry vay I expeetl :rlm
to du. Be is @t £t. John Place, co..ducted by the Benedictine

cisters, Hot surings, Arkansas. He urites that tihe doctor
's,o»erutcd on h;f ears. ine ear 1s still closod, but by

o;en soon. Ee szid that within ten aays he ought to notd. e
cartlg 1Apravement By the begining of August Le snould be
. -reedy to start for Laredo. wucting fruc his Lotter, he mrites
That &t, any cost he 2.1l be resady to leave for Laredo at tue
time I heve suggested. 1 do not recall whet time I set;
 but 1 %entioncu ¥ou wcould like to nave nlm at Lireds a fem
'wecss,bﬁfo;e Fatrer Xaiser leaves.
, h He concludes his letter with the words; "1 will
;do gp best with the hely of Fatier Laning to Lerit tnet
confidence.” mhus, unless soretalng entirely unexpected suculd.
- deviklove, Futher lizge .an uill regort to you for duty in
Laredo by the lst of August. i:f you waunt to drop him a line
you a?e free to do so. It way help to give him zuae COuTage.
: . From ¢ letter received from Bishop hitter, I learned
tth Fether ¥ wsked to be allowed to return fo the nkorth
seferel months ago. Yea,tiizet he ned c¢xpressed his wish to
éturn Nurth lest ‘year..

; Yours faitkhfully in Christ,

bisnup of Corypus Cﬁ;%sti.

I DOG.00284
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July 2, 1936

Very Reverend Danlel A. Laning, Dean,
- -Saint Peter's °eotory,

"fuaredo,

“ Lexas.

' Hy deay Bather Landng:

”hanL you for your letter of June 30th. It gives me
‘the information I was anxious to get. I appreciate your-will—
ingness to talke Father Heseman and glve him a chance I, too,
think 16 would be the betiter nan of the two for you. ”hp other
man Will be ceriuiln.y a problem on wy hands. Fe can't sing,
~een't tth and wihet the old Irish lady seid one time, what
ne 'do? cll that ic & mottor thnt - have to bendle in Yy
1va.;t10n 1..hc. vest I can. ' :

e . Glad you handled ;e . uoyevdec.er, ag you stated. :
. I, provas thal you are adopting the right tacticu. liore power
’.to you.

I enm glad jou were golng W Eishop Fleset Gerripn's
riti ver Jubilee; as I purpcsely stayed away. Ile understocé my
“yoasons, wich T exmlained %o hin orally. It would ve embar-
Coransing Tor me, as well os IUnr him -to heayr the usual zeaning~
- lesus lamentation about loslng - their pastor, on the part of the
38%3,09 and of lousing a nan of the Dloowse. Usually neople
don't seem 10 realize that a vromotion or that kind oucht to
- maxe everybody happy for the mromoted one'c own seke.

I will write to Father llagenan, and have him report
at Laredo within the next fhrewoeks, 1} he can core then; as
he was getting some t-eatments from scme Tiootor at 1.1 ttle
‘flock, T don't think it was anythins serious. I will have
him let 1e know &t once.

Youwrs falthfuliy in Cirisvy,

“Bishop of Corpus Ghristi,

DOG.00285
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St, Petert's Church,
L&I‘edv 9 ..‘l_e_e } .s »
June 30p195 .,

Most Rev. E. B. Ledvina, D,D.,
Bisnop of Cgorpus Chrisvi,

Dear Bisnhop;

: Everything seems to be going along very
nicesy bese. Thy Parish received me most cordially

- and at & reception Sundsy evewning renewed their pro-
misses of cooperation, And I belicvs thaey mean ii.
The numbers attending services have incirecusSsd Coue
side¢rably already, and, the men aund women have VOl
unteeowi o convacy ali of itheir acgquaintainces who
have not as yei shown up here iu tneis Duws parish.

The Préests of the city have all been very fine.
They gave me & welcom. dimnecr av St. Augusiine's on
ionday of last week.

I have had one meeting with the new counsellors.
They are very flattered by the appointment end show
great rediness to do all in their power to help make

- things move along. : .
The books all seem to be in first class order.
- Fr, Kaiser certainly has been most careful in this
- respeoct, He has made nimself not only most useful,
“but most agreeable. I regret that he will be leaving
- but then, there ere others, as you say.

Of the two men aveilable to £ill his place, I
feel that Fr, Hagemsn would be the better adapted to _
be of real service. I am afraid that Fr. Corbin would }
not fit in very well, So if your ILordship sees fit to
gead Fr., Hageman dowa to me I shall be glad to give
aim a real chance, May I suggest that if you send him
that you do so some weeks before Fr. Keiser leaves, as
~that will give both of us a better cuance to become
familiar with the city, parish and location of our
people. :

I figure on taking up a census at once, There is
no complete record of parishioners, which of course is
&8 serious handicap., You dont knmow who belongs and who
does not, aud with many of these lexican nmmes, many &
misteke can occurr, Hageman would be & resal help in
~this jobs

L3 to the news of the new Bisghop,l couldnrtt believe
my eyes. But since it is what you wanved, we musv, with
regret, accept, Since i is a fact I am glad it is Fr,
Garriga. He is a fine man, and I am sure will make a
succesggful and agreeable co-adjutor. I will see him at

- his Jubilee celebration Thursday.

DOG.00286



» '10_/,1'0'/03 ‘17:45 FAX 361 882 1018 ' DIOCESE OF CORPUS CHRSTI

.~ There is little coment at all about John. The idea
of ill health is the most prevalernt one one hearsi and
eyen-

50 that situstion is greatly relieveds 0ld Peter

decker has been by to impress me as %o what a great man

he himself is, "The out-standing citizen o8 South . Texagw

snd to try to rehash the case, I let him talk and then

got & check from him to buy a new Missal. The one here.

is 50 old thet it is practicall useless. No one else has

siiown any inclinaetion to went to gossip and I am relieved,
I will inform the Sisters 2t the Huspital of my ap-

sointment as Confessor. . ' :

~. - 1% hes been terridly hot down here, mad I have thoughi

of the boat many a night. Of course everybody says the

neat is most unusuel. I'll get used to it. '

Sincerely yourg in Xto

>

Hope that you are well. and with kindest regards, I am

@oo2

- DOG.00287
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