22
3
24
25

- VS I S R

LLo TS « - TR B o A ¥ 1

[ i el o)
W RS s

-but T would like to hear it in your own words. What *

18
dor't know -- 1 don't know if it wac a flip lock or push )
lock or what it was. He would close the door and secure
it. T don't know what he did over there, Idon't know,

Q. And then he would take his chair ang &it
facing you. Is that correct?

A, Correct

Q. Wouid he take hic chair out from bshing hic
desk and put it in front of & Chair you were sitting in?

A. Correct. He would be sitting like this
{(indicating}. He would roll around the right side, come
around, straddle your legs, then you knew you were in
{rouble.

G. And, now, did he do it the same way every
time with how he approached you?

A. Just about like he had a -- like it was
rehearsed, like this is the way we are going to do it.

T knew it was-coming. I knew when the door was closed,
1 knew when I heard the click, as soon as he come
around, I knew, here we go again. I's exact.

Q. And 1 know you've done it in your summary,

woulid he 4o, then, after he puiled the thair around and,
I guess, straddied you sornehow or other with bis leg?

A. Bring the chair arcund and he would straddie
leg-to-leg like this-(indticating). Start rubbing your

~ Soens would get
vou into the office and, it says here, once inside the
office, he would lock the office door. It that correct?
A. He cicsed the door and clicked something. 1
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inner thigh and tall you what his problem was or

compliment you, whatever he wanted to do. Started
rubbing your inner thigh. He would touch your penis and
then back off, and then he would come back on again.

And after thefew Limes I was in there, 1
reaslized he was trying to see if I -had an erection. And
that's what he was going for. He would try to feel to
see if I had an erection, then he would back down again,
and he would stait talking and rubbing your thigh again.
*That footbali, you need to look at that, It's really
good if you go out for football, get a college career.”

He would start rubbing you again,

When he knew you had an erection, that's most
of the time when he would pinch your testicles or the
head of your penis. And you would sit £here and the
pain -- he didn't realize what the pain was. If he
would have -- what are you going to say? What are you
going to say back then?

He was myGod, He is myGod., He is the one
I'm getting sent to. If I complain about him, I'm
getting sent to him. Nowhaere else. You don’t go
nowhere else. Youtel your mom and dad about it, they
send you to Father Soens, you know. 1told a priest
once sbout it, but, you know -~
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. Then when he cbserved that you had an
erection, is that when he would pinch you?

A. Usuafly he would pinch the testicle real
hard. And then one of the last things he would do is
pinch the head of your penis.

Q. And creste pain?

A. Much pain.

Q. Did he-say anything to you about what he was
daitg while he was doing it7

A. No, not at 2l He would just act like he
was raslly wanting to compliment me or act fike he was
14 resily wanting me to get my grades better. I couldn’t
15 figure out that man, between the two. What was R, you
16 know? Was he complimenting me and thanking me? Is this
17 the way he is doing #7 Or was he scolding me and this
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18 is the way he is doing it? I'm » 12- or 14-year-old

19 boy. 1don't know what he Is doing.
20 Q. It sounds extremely confusing.
21 A. Yesh. Very, very confusing.

Q. What other emotions ¢id you feel when he was
doing these things 1o you?

A, Backthen, nothing. 1 did something wrong.
He i God. 1 mean, I-don’t think peaple resiize that
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that — in Jowa City, Jowa, you had-two choices. You

2

went to City High or Regina. If you went to City High
and you are & Catholic, you are an outcast. You ave not
part of the Catholic group If you wentto City High.
The only way you are going to City High is when you-pet
kicked out of Regina, then you are an.outcast. Itwas2
smatier city back then in 1964, ‘62, 61. You are an
outcast. .

Q. Did it frighten you when he was doing thatto .
you? o

A. FErighten o the part of why me, you know. I
nead to go to the school. I.can't iet my-family down.
But why me? Am I going to revolt against him? No, And
If he pulled a knife-on me and stuck me, am I goingto
revolt against him? No. He is myGod. We were tsught
that. He is theGod. ‘
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'} father Bevenourl toldina

2t contessional, And the only reason was, maybe because ]
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was so hung over, But Father Bevenour -- 1 can get the
dates for you, if you would like. Itwas during &
retreat, and he took us up to the rectory. End we all
drank - I was 14 at that time, or something - up to
St. Mary's Rectory, We kad to be real guiet, I remember
him telfing us that, because Monsignor Meinberg was
steeping there.

we went up to Father Bevenour's room. There
was 2 group of us, He- opened this closet doot, and
there is 2 shoe rack in his closet door with botties of
booze in every one of them. This is the night before
our retreat at Regina. And I got so plastered, I didn't
know which end was up.

The next day we are at the retreat. Well, I
was so sick and so hung over and everything, so 1
thought, I'm just going to tell Father Bevenour about
this in my confessional. He will probably say something
to Father Soens and then this will all stop. Well,
whether he did or didn't, I don't know that.

1 went in the confessional, I told him. He
told me to pray for Father Soens. Wall, T knew that
wasn't 8 good thing, you know, pray for Father Soens.
But I thought maybe at that point that this would stop,
but it didn’t. 50...

Q. What year in school were you when you had
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don't you guys pull in the gas station up there and we
will hang out together,.”™ He pulis in there alongside
us. I saye, "Who is this?" He puls in. It was Father
Bevenour,

We goes down to John's Grocery on Market
Street, gete a 12-pack. They bring it out to him to
give it to him. We goes to Donnelly's Tavern uptown and
gets & 12-pack. We goes to Kinney's Tavern uptown and
gets a 12-pack. And that's what he does on Friday
nights. They give him this beer for free. And then we
went out and was drinking.

And other times, then, we ended up like that
night up in the -- get back to where I started about, we
ended up into his room getting drunk on whiskey. That’s
when 1 really had enough guts to tell him in the
confessional what's going on. But, apparently, it got
nowhere. He just told me to pray for Father Soens. I
was so damn sick and bung-over, I wasn't -- it wasn't a
good day.

Q. You toid him about the fondling abuse that
was going on?

A, Izold him in the confessional that,
apparently, I'm sinning because that principat of our
school is taking me in there and playing with my jewels
and piaying with me and touching me. And he goes
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that retreat?
A. 1helieve a junior. 1 was a junior, I

believe.

Q. Sc Father Bevenour fed you booze the night
before the retreat?

A. Yes.

. He met us - he would go get beer in town
for us.

Q. Bevenour would?

A. Yes, He had a 1950 Ford, or something, he
would bring out on Friday nights. And we didn't even
know who he was when we first met him. He had a ieather
hat on. He wes real strict in dass. He kicked us out
of class, religion class, and stuff, He was real -«

*you don't talk in my class,” and this, "Get out." We
all thought he was & complete ass. But he are so
strict, so strick

Well, we are uptown one night. I got my car.
This other car pulis up alongside it, & '50 Ford,
looking pretty sharp. A man with a leather cap on,
leather coat up around here (indicating}, he says, "Why
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something about some Hail Marys or-something. I said,

"But it just keeps happening.” He goes, "Well, you need
to pray for him." That was the response I got.

Q. And you think that was your junior yeat?

A. Junior year, I believe.

{. When Soens would touch you in his office, did
he ever have direct hand conduct with your genitals, or
was it over clothing?

A. He would -- at the first, I don't believe he
ever took my zipper down. But he was taking my zipper
down, and then he would act iike it was some kind of
a -- I don't know if it was a game or what it was. He
would take my zipper down, then he would back off a
little bit and kind of tatk to you like, "Now I'vegot
you. What do you think about this?" Idon't know what
it was. I really don't know at that age. Then he put
his hand back in.

Never did I believe that he ever touched bare
skin, but he did touch my underwear. He did rub my
penis through the underwear, ARer that, Idon't--1I
always say, I always tried $o think about a death or
something. That's how I was trying to - because I knew
if 1 didn't get an erection, I was winning, you know. 1
knew 1 was winning if 1 didn't get an erection, because
that's something he wanted me-to get. I just knew he




did. It was just the way he piayed the game. 1 knew
enough about -- at that age, about masturbating and
stuff, that that's how -- you rub your penis, you get an
erection. And I knew what game he was playing. And,
like 1 say, 1 just tried to think of something terribie,
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& and that's how it went.

&4
Z G. 1wart to 2sk you & littie bit about the
I gealings thet vou had with Father Bevenour.
4 A. Okay.
5 Q. We know that - the one occasion that the
& four of you went up 1o his room, was that at the church?
7 A. That was at the St. Mary’s Rectory.
& . How many Smes did that ocour, actually going
§  up into the rectory?
i0 A. Myseif was once, Drinking beer with him was
11 numerous Hmes.
12 Q. whnere wouid this drinking beer take place?
1 A. Downtown Iowa-City, driving around,
14 reservolr, Coralville Reservoir in Jowa City, just kind
15 of driving around, mostly cruising. Thatwasa pretty
16 heavy thing back then,
17 Q. 1s the only time you £oid him whiat-Soens was
18  doing to you inthe confessional?
19 A. Correct.
20 Q. What was your understanding back then as to
21  what use 2 priest could make of information that was
22 pmvidediohirnduﬁngthemurseofmesacramtof
23 confession?
24 A. During confession, that’s supposed o have
25 been a very private thing. Nobody alse could be toid.
45
1 1 was just, in my roundabout way, hoping that he could
2 getinto a conversation. Nothing about the confessional
7 with me. You know, roundabout way get into it, that he
4 wondered if it was happening or something. 1 knew he
£ wasn't going totel what happened in the confessional.
& That wasn't going to be backthen. But 1 was hoping, in
7  aroundabout way, he couid bring up that maybe he had
g  heard through 2 grapevine, maybe he heard from another
¢ student, maybe one of the parents gaid suinething, some
10 way of just getting backteo him and say stop.
11 Q. Do 1 understand that what you were trying to
12 dﬁisgiantaseedforwenourtomaybetryar\dboka
13 e further?
14 A. Toiry and —the confessional thing you
15  brought up, and that's true, That's supposed to be
16 nobody ever, ever knows your confession. Whether that
17 was true or not, who knows, after some of the other
18 stuff, Yes, planting - justgeta hintto Father Soens
16 that some people have brought this up to somebody. Not
20 in a confessional, but anywhere, so possibly he could
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Q. When you said you were in & corfessional

7

g situation with Father Bevenour -

g A. Bevenour.

10 Q. ¥m trying to narrow gown, what year do you

11 think this took place in your schooling at Reaing?

12 A. T believe 1963. i
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Afgar your confessionat ,/) b
27 with Father gevenour, did the incidents with Father
23 Soens continue?
24 A, Yes.

5
| e
57
4 Q. Was there any change in the number or -~
5 A. No.
6 I
7
8
g figured that Father Bevenour never worked it
10 intoa subject.
11
112
113
14
15 Q. Did Father Bevenour,
16 know who YOou Were, -
17 A. With my deep voice and -- yeah. MY answer is
18 yes.

5%

16 When we went out drinking, I thought, that's
17 cool, you know, I'm friends with this priest, so 1 will
18 sit here and talk in class. He took me outside the

19 doorway and he made it crystal cleat in my face that,
20 “Ifyou want an F in this class, you are going to get

71 one When we aré in this class, you 2reé going to learmn
2 everything 1 teach youh And when we aré sut drinking,
33 thats® difterent ball game.’



