w1

. }[G‘
41‘"&7 -
i

o3t
/

FPSEe

o

_ Blabﬂéd Sacrament Rectory
Westficld, Mams.
Hovember 6, 1963

Yost Revarend James J. CGerrard, D.D.
362 H ighland Avenue
Fall River, klassachusettis

[y

Most Reverend and dear Bishop,

Blshop Comnelly in a letter, written on November fourth, to Father
Edward Paquette ef your dilocese, dircted him to requesst from me
a testimonial letier, addreessed to Blshop Connelly or yourself.

1
Father Paduetts came to me as the Pagtor of his home parish, where
he has lived =11 his life and seid. his firet Mess; lmpediately
after his suspensjon. Fe-told his whole story and sought advice
and help. Fatber Buckley of New Bedford, a classmate of mine has
visited me twice and confirmed the information glven by Father
Paquette. I am therefore sure that I have the complete gtory.

After consuldation with Bishop Weldon, I assigned him to daily

and Sunday Mass &t a fister's institution in eharge of this Parish.
He hag never falled to say ¥ass snd has never beeam out of town
without my knowiledge of his whenewbouts, :

I sent him to the Menastery at Spencer for s week retreat and
instructed him to tell his story from the beginning to the Retreat
Master. Heasmurées me that he Aid so. I have also sent him Lhere
to consult Father Panl on two other ocecasione several months apart.

. o . __) .
Ont he advice of Father Paul, he took up treatment with a Catholic
Paychla=trist in Boston. He has been going there at intervals of
two weeks or a month 4lnce February, always reporting back to me
the rosults of eaabh interview, -

Several weeks ago, he reoceived an offer from Father Hardy ¢
Palmettc 1n the Diosess of St. Augustine to aet a8 his AdEistant
op t¥ial basis for #iX wonihe with the posaibility of being in-
cardinated in two yeers. Further Inquiry brought the information
from Fatler Hardy thet the Bishop had instructed the Pastors to
act in this way, and that after a priest had proved himself the
Bishep would act on ineardination. .

Paul of the donastery. They were both very much in favor, an 4

both 8 : bhad hlg present
inactivity and would complete the cure. The Doctor said that
his tendencics were curbed at present and that he should atill ré=-

port to him on hia visits back to Westfield. These facts aii///
ut

I sent Fathsr Paquette then to donsult the Doctor and alao Father!

ry

not from persenal contacts with Fa aul or the Docke¥; b
from veports o me by Father Paguettie,
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Fatber Paquette then wrote on my advice to Bishop Commelly and

requested a Celebret which they require of him in Flerida. There
15 no necesslty as yet for Papers of Incardination.

We are required in this Dlocesge in seeking facultlies or dispensations
to make recommeddations for the guldance of the Bishop which may

pe followed or diasregarded. Nay i preaumc then t¢ recommend that
Father Paquette be given a Celebret and permitted to go to Florida
on & trial basis with hope of Sncardination there when he proves

himself to be worthy.

I sw convinoed that 1% weuld be safe. He seems crushed and much
more humble thén he was in the past, In my opinion he has learned

a salutary lesson.

Sincerely in Christ,
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