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y o u r  i n q u i r y  a b o u t  F a t h e r  E d w a r d  O '  P a q t r e t t e '  T h e

l o n g -  I  w i l l  t r y  t o  b e  b : : i e f  a n d  t o  t h e  p o i n L '

Fa ther  Paquet te  was orCa ined fo r  the  D iocese o f  ! 'a11  R iver  on  Fabruar :y

? ,  L951 ,  and was incara ina tea  in  the  D iocese o f  ! 'o r : t  Wayne-South  Bend on  Apr i l  6 '  1964 '

He has  served br ie f l y  in  t l to  Par ishes  and fo r  longer  pe i iods  in  th ree  o thers '  In  a l l

o i  h is  ass ignments  he  has  do i re  qu i te  sa t is iac to ry  wor t ,  bu t  he  has_ a  persona l  p rob l -em

descr ibed by  h is  .Dsych ia t r i s t  as  ' ra  la len t  homosexuaL dr ive  wh ich  becoues ac t ive  on ly

dur ing  cyc les  o f  CePres  s  io : r " .

Dur iDg the  pas t  t l ' r  o  years  Fathex  Paquet te  has  had ex tens ive  and in -

tens ivs  therapy  unde i  the  care  o f  n r '  char les .  t l i l l enbrand '  a  Catho l i c  Ps ] ' ch ia t r i s t

fo r  whom I  have grear  resPec i .  I  quote  f rom a  E led icaL repor t  o f  l ' tay  22 '  L97Iz

; i t r i "  pu t i "o t  ac fnowledges h is  ma lady  and Perseveres  in  h is  resoLut ion  to  conta in

i r .  He !s  f ie rce ly  Proud and pro tec i i vu  o f  h i t  Pr ies thood '  He is  repe l led  by  the

though i  o f  ab ju r ing  i t .  In  h is  conversa t ion  w i th  me he sa ] ts  rapeated ly  tha t  he

w a o t s t o c o n t i n u e t o b e a P r i e s t ' t h a r h e f e e l s l i k e a P r i e s t ' t h a t h e h a s t h e h e a r t
and ra ind  o f  a  Pr ies i .  f  t ]av"  t f t "  oP in ion ,  however  fa l l ib1e '  tha t  th is  pa t r ien t  can '

" i t f r  p . t " i " t .nce ,  rn te l l igence and med ica l 'ass is tance '  con ta in  h is  cyc les  and the i r

per i l s  and func t ion  no i -na l1Y" .

I t  i ' ou ld  be  naLura ] -  Lo  ask :  why ,  then,  do  I  no t  keep h im? There  are

t w o r e a s o n s . F i r s t J l a t h e r P a q u e t E e h i m s e l f w o u l d ] . i l t e t o b e s i t u a t e d c l o s e r t o h i s
home and h is  ag ing  p" . " ta "  in  I ' i es t f ie ld ,  L t3ssachuset ts '  Second '  the  th ree  homosexua l

ep isodes  invo lv ing  young boys  occur red  over  a  per iod  o f  s ix  years  in  th ree  la rge

par ishes  in  Ehree par ts  o f  Lh"  D io . " " " .  The te r r i to ry  i s  no t  la rge  enough to  Prov ide

another  ass ignnent  and the  r i sk  scanda l  i s  thus  aggravated '  I  be l ieve  tha t  FaLher

Paquet te  shou ld  be  g iven an  insL i iu t iona l  chap la lncy  in  wh ich  he  cca l ld  exerc ise  h is

min is t ty  w i th  Less  i i ke l ihood o f  re lapse '  Present ly  I  do  no t  have such a  p lace '

I f y o u \ ' i s h t o d i s c u s s f u r t h e r d e t a i ] . s h ' i t h l I I e , I s h a l l b e h a p p y t o
see. your BishoP during ihe Atlanta i0eeting'
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