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7 The Most Reverend Csaba Tcrnyak

Secretary, Congreuatson for the Clergy
i Vatlcan Clty -

Your Exce]lcncy

1 am writing in response to your ‘letter of ﬁ&pﬂ:ﬂﬂ'.7 in r
Magaldl apriest of this diocese. In that letter you requcstad that
"acts pertammg to his situation.

There has been no canomcal procedure in Ath&i caseN, Father Magadi is now a retired
priest of this diocese,1 ™~

—————
However, he does not have the ] aculties o}'q@e glioc'?e’for the teasons 1 will nst

DO %“@‘ 2R LIRS D

possesses, however he has shg, I ous ‘dcfects that have caused grave scandal

M clear-danger. Please allow me to go through

pelow.

hlshlstoxy n stages

1. Father M/agaldl W.as -:.:.:- da nne‘s't:fbri;{t.x; Dé”ocese of Providence in 1960 During
the 1970’s he becbm

involell in a ﬁp}xﬂa‘ way ‘in an infamous murder trial taking place in
Rhode 1slandgithe Voni Bulow case:

' cf. the motion picture Reversal of Fortune), and was
indicted for perjury by ttorney general of the State of Rhode Island. These charges were.
later drOpped buthewuffere‘%ﬁ

ot of damaging publicity and a pall was cast over his minstry.

Father Magaldi was a pastor in Providence, allegations were made that
~HEig mlsﬁs%i pansh funds. ‘His bishop relieved him of his assignment .and he spent about -a
ﬁif year i TgifTer ces looking for a diocese where he could continue his ministry. In December

> came to visit me in Fort Worth. He and T were classmates at the North American
%, College 1mRome and were ordained together. Thus, since be knew me from seminary days, be

asked 1o, svork with me in this diocese. His bishop, Louis Gelineau, gave his consent and he
“Chme Foﬂ Worth to do pastoral ministry and after three years was incardinated in this diocese.

-
[
kel
The allegations of his misuse of funds in Providence resulted in early 1991 in his being 5
v indicted in the State of Rhode Island on the charge -of grand larceny. The substance of the
" accusation was that he had embezzled many thousands-of dollars from his parish. He retumedto
Providence and was tried, pleaded guilty, and was sentenced to prison. He served 18 months of
incarceration before being paroled. What happened to the money that was missing was never

\
1 1 o
determined, although it was alleged that he had taken teenage boys on expensive vacations
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Aﬁer hlS parole he retumed to this dioceseto continue his rmmsh’y w1thi‘th 'h.prowso 1hat
‘he would never be able to exercise the role:of pastor or the administrator offunds: Na rally, the -
IIIII mnews of his mcarcerahon was w1dcly broadcast in our Jocal medxa, causmg g:reat embarrdss

resume his mlmstry asa paroch:al vicar and seemed to be functlomng well
3. In 1995 aﬁer ‘Father Magald1 had retumed to normal mlm

- froma neighboring parish'came to me alleging that Father Magaldi had sade: sexual Ao anges to
him. His story was this: After hearing his confession one day, Fatlif M di had s 16K up a

”'fnendshlp with him and took him out to eat several times at ex : S1V i . Then Father

'Maga‘ldl claiming that he hada medicdl rproh"lcm, paid-the young “man o give Qi
enemas over several months. The young man wondered about the prQp 'ety of tlus but went
along with it. Several months later, Father Magaldi padESidyane Gegplasbim kissing him and
embracing him. This upset the young man severely d h;bame to talk to thocesan-officials. A

full investigation of these allegations was made ap it was dc?‘i‘mmed that the facts were exactly

as alleged, although Father Magaldi gave his wn rcasuns for What"had happened. Since the
young man did not ‘want to press any charges, t maﬂcr wasﬁmpped and Father Magaldi was

allowed to contmuc in rmmst.ry mdcr rnorc carefu] supe:fvxﬁon of his pastor and with the

F BREPRODUCED.

d GE DlOCCSC of Prowdence to 1odge a

. formal complamt that Fathe
several years when he wasa®

was now a pnest of ﬂnﬁoccs 5 lcng : thorough mvestlgahon followe¢ including he

detector tests for boﬁ Father Magdlgi aJ.}d*ihe accuser. Father Magaldi failed the first test that

was administered: prof onl : ’a}= en by the Diocese of Providence; but he passed a later
test that his &Wn att ¢ arranged.” “The matter remained pendmg for some months until the
‘accuser filed Sifit in civ]

urt against Father Magaldi and the dioceses of Providence and Fort
Worth. This led l‘a‘awg:cat

f very @amaging publicity in our local media.

“@hetause of the very negative publicity, I asked Father Magaldi to cease
Qing pu%hc mlmstry antil the matter could be cleared up. Before the crvil lawsuit could
o e, (he er died, leaving the matter unresolved. Certain details of the charges that the
man had§nade 28ainst Father Magaldi, particiilarly those involving the administration of enemas,
2 ‘were so atld and yet so similar to the incident narrated above, that my adwvisers and 1 found 1t
",'=__ maposmt‘)& to dismiss the possibility of their truth. Father Magaldi insisted through it all that he
&as et guilty of these charges and that be had never even met the person who was accusing
him. Just before the man died, Father Magaldi hired a private investigator to Took inte the

;_a:cusauans. His report atiempted to exonerate Father Magaldi, but in my opinion was not
y; ‘objective in its findings, leaving the matter still unresoived.

In May, 1999, since these matter were still pending and the publicity about the allegations
was causing serious questions in the public’s mind about Father Magaldi’s suitability for
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wa$ servmg, I personal]y observed Father Magaldi actmg m an 1mprudent wa

- boys, hugging them.and holding them cheek-to-cheek. I called thisto ,h:i%no T
_' as though he was unaware that there was anyﬂnn0 improper.about ms condtict

~ 6. Inthe fal] of 2000, since the man who had accused him of¥ AT
all ‘lega] proceedings were dropped, 1 allowed Father Magaldi, -r%tn‘ed fromie
1o Tecetve back his faculties as a priest of ‘the diocese. However, ;

while he was acting ‘as a supply priest in a local pans Irccelvgd
" about his conduct from different persons. They all invol¥t e o

men. In one case, a mother who was standing somc;&}@anc}agay, saw h cmbrace her 17-year

old son and say to him, “Kiss me. 1 love you,”avhile he klssed\‘ﬂ: boy -on both cheeks. Two
other adults who witnessed the scene afterwa _expres§:_|:l shock testhe mother. This event and

two similar ones that took place within a short perpd ded me t0$
- indicate to him that 1 could no ]ongcr - Ly act pIgP crly whi
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emove his faculties again and to
€ in ministry.

FUR }Lf’

" Fatber Magaldi. 1°
damaged, since muc

shanng with you is.not in the publlc domain.
Father Magaldi’s s

{ retired pnest,’ | but without

ST Whhen e f:frotest Blo e that it was not tair that:ne couid now perform public
mmlstry 1 sgg'gested "Iw he take wﬂ’atevcr Tecourse he thought proper, including approaching

Aoigoayabe helal fof you to know the context in which all this has taken palace. The
allegation, of sexual Tifsconduct on the part of a priest with young men is always a matter that

e very seriously. This is particularly so in this diocese. We are the immediate
e Piocese of Dallas where a serious .of notorious civil and criminal lawsuits

I would like to make:my position very.clear. 1 cannot in conscience entrust o him pubhic
mestry in the Church. Over and over again he has proved that he cannot be trusted in his
# dealings with young boys, and what causes me even more concern, he seems totally oblivions to
the reality that his conduct is in any way improper. This is indeed a very unfortunate impasse.
Father Magaldi has been 2 friend for more than 40 years and continues to be one. This diocese

has an urgent need of priests and he is a very effective minister. Yet the possibility that his
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ministry will: brmg fm‘ther d1$grace and grave harm o him and the'”_
" reason cannot allow him to function in publ]c asa priest. e A0

L i g

extensive file contalmng corroboratlon of all the acls resentéd above that I can share with 1hc
Congregation if you desire 1o review it. ‘My infention 15:f0 do v:rjugevcr 1s proper and necessary
to -observe the prescriptions -of canon law and’#ﬁ;@uacﬁce of %e Congregation. Nevertheless, 1
am convinced that 1. must also do whateyer 1s necessary to befcertam for the good of souls and

ne:of the Church, that Fathie) _ _,ekcrclsc Pu hc_mnnstry_mthe future.
Du UMEBENT ‘t,!\ - KEPRODUC !~D
 shall be very gratcfu] Ta¥ha

ﬂne meantime, I remain as a ays

Joseph 14 Dﬁlaney

Bishop of Fort Worth
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