Jumarulate Feart @F Mary @lurrl

82 Spruer Strecf, Winclmdon, FHass.

June 7, 1967

Lo
Host Reveidnd Bernard dJ. Flanagan, D.D.
Bishop of Yofcester
L9 Elm Street
Worecester, Massachusetts

Your Excellency:

I am answaring Your Exeellency's letter of Jume A about the advisability
of further testing in snother parish for Reverend Mr. Thomas Teezer. T

bhink that this wogld be belpful, particularly in testing the worth of

the progress which he seems to heve made here with us. When he first came
and fer the first two months, I did little correcting or guiding, letting
him Tollow his own Judgements in most matters. For that period, there-
were many and frequent Instances of poor judgement. For the last month

or more, I have adopted the policy of speaking openly with him whenever

I thought he needed correction. There would be at least half & dozen
instances when I have done this. Sometimes the immedizte reaction was
resextful, but it was invariably replaced by contormity, co-operation

and good will, within a metter of hours. He hag also persevered in fol-
lowing whatever advice T have given him. Sometimes matiers were involved
which could have been overlooked as far as I'was concernsd, but T peinted
out ‘to him the pecessity of following practicés here » by wvay of testing,
that would be necessary if He were to eddpt himself to life in various
parishes vwoder various bastors.

I am not sure whether he is conforming to my suggestions only outwardly
 beceuse he thinks that my judgement shout him will carry weight in deter-
mining his fitness for ordination, or whether he understands end has in-
vardly made my suggestions hig ovn for future guidance. That ig why I
think another essignment would be useful in evaluating his seeming pro-
gress here. If he gives free rein once again to his own impulses as ha
did vhen he first came here » I would doubt the wisdom of ordaining him.
If some of his mistales heres do not reappear in the new assigment, I
think we can consider him a Teasopebly good candidete for ordinstion. T.
"would suggest that no further wernings should be given sbhout his formerly
manifested predeliction for intimate and rather exclusive compenionship
with young boys. If this breaks out again, I do not +think he should be
ordéined. If he thinks the new pastor or curate has been alerted to it,
he may merely suppress ths inelination. IT no mention of it is mede, T
think it might manifest itself again -- this on the possibility that he
~onformed to my advice without 2greeing inwardly with it. T can, when T
“ome to Worcester, discuss some of the other matters with you.

One thing in which I think' T erred was my ecceptance of his sugrestion
that the people address him as "Father". This, he told me, was what was

done when he worked in parishes in Peénnsylvenia. T nav think that this
titie causes him {0 seem to the people to he gz priest and to invite cop-
Tidences znd ths giving of advice thet,,in some instznces, would Setter
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