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before "going public" - for his and his family's sake, as well as
for the sake of the Church.

In setting this in writing, my prime concern is for the
sanctity of the seal of confession. For that reason I cannot
reveal the name of the caller, or of the priest. Whatever concrete
details I have disclosed in this report have come from
conversations not bound by the seal. I have disclosed no details
revealed to me within the sacramental forum.

I am also very concerned about the justice of this man's
claims, and about his spiritual well-being and continued commitment
to the Church. 1 strongly advise that this matter be treated with
the utmost seriousness. This man is a mature, committed Catholic.
He is highly intelligent and well educated. He has the financial
resources to pursue civil litigation if he judges that the Church
is unwilling to do anything.

At the same time, we are talking about an alledged incident
that took place a long time ago - some sixteen to twenty years (I
really do not know the exact time, or how old this man was when it
happened).

It is my intention to go and see him on Easter Sunday night,
and spend a few days with him and his family. I would appreciate
some advise and assistance in how I should approach this. It is
quite clearly an extremely delicate matter, all the more so for me
since it involves the seal of confession. It is my concern for the
integrity of the seal that has prompted me to put this in writing;
I was fearful that in an oral presentation the seal might be
compromised. I have tried to be very careful in presenting the
facts of the case, and feel that the above account provides the
necessary information and preserves the inviolability of the
sacramental forum.
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THE DIOCESE OF GALLUP
CHANCERY

Post Office Box 13238
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

——
D, S
~&

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT YOUR REPLIES AND RETURN TO CHANCERY
TOGETHER WITH A RECENT PHOTOGRAPH 0OF YOURSELF THAT CAN BE

USED FOR PRINT. Thank you.
' SSN* 046 24 9020

. NAME ~ JAMES MATTHEW BURNS
T First MiddTle Last
2/ DATE OF BIRTH 15 JUNE 1933

: Day Month Year
3/ PLACE OF BiRTH BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
&4/ PARENTS: Living_

Mother: | Deceased x

(Maiden Name) v

Fatner: [ Deceased

2/ Name and Address of person to be notified in case of “accident, sickness
or death:
P.2. Bx 131 Wickenburg, AZ 85358 602-684-2733

(Notify CHANCERY whenever a change of address or name is made)

6/ Do you carry Accident or Life Insurance? Company's name and address:

NO

7/ Have you made a WILL recently? Is it in Chahcery or where?
NOT RECENTLY NO

ECCLESIASTICAL STATUS
2/ Date and Place of Baptism_ 1933, St. James Church, Stratford, Conn.

9/ Date and Place of ORDINATION May 26, 1962 - Bridgeport, Conn.

By Whom Bishop Walter W. Curtis

For What Diocese Gallup

Parish at time of Ordination Clur Lady of Guadalupe, Flagstaff, AZ

*Social Security Number

LA_2013_10_09_Burns_000128

DOG.BURNS.00128 .



- .

10/ 0ate of entrance into Diocese of Gallup___ 1953

Date of Incardination 1961 By whom Bishop Espelage

r—
—
~

12/ Have you been a member of a Religious Order or Community?  NO

Give name and address of same

Are you still a member?

13/ Have you been secularized? _ NO __Date of Rescript

14/ If you have not been incardinated, who is your present Bishop?

EDJCATIONAL _RECORD

15/ Grade School Garden School Stratford, Conn 1948
Name Place Graduation Date

High School Stratford High Startford, Conn 1952
Name Place Graduation Date

College Immaculate Conception Seminary, Conception, MO 1957

Name Place Graduation Date
Philosophical Studies Imm. Conception Seminary 1957
Where : Dates
Theological Studies Immaculate Conception Seminary 1958-1962
Where Dates

16/ DEGREES: Please list and from where obtained:

B/A__Philosophy

17/ My present major, official assignment is___Pastor

at St. Joseph , ' since July 1982
Month Year

18/ My other official assignments were (inside & outside the Diocese of Gallup):

Cur Lady of Guadalup, Flagstaff, AZ F it 62 to 63
Navivity, Flagstaff AZ from 63  to
our Lady of Guadalupe, Holbrook, AZ fromg3 to_ 64

St. Lawrence, Humbolt, CampVerde, Meyep, Grand. . from 64 to 65

St. Peter, Springerville, Quemada, Alpine from65 to 72
LA 2013 _10_09_Burns_000129 7 Ft. Grant Reform School
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© Aug.29,1990.

' Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, 8588
Bishop of Gallup :
- Ballup, New,Nex#FD, E

Your Ex:ellency,,“x

Although 1 am not a spokesman {ur St Joseph's Parish Council,’
I want to express my deep gratitude to you for taking time from your
very busy schedule to come to our parish and talk to us about the
problems we have had here at St. Joseph®s. It gives us a feeling of
really belonging to the diocame and also gives us a chance to get to
know you as our Bishop. ' '
' The main reason for this letter though, i to express some
thoughts on behalf of Father Burns. From what was brought out at the
meeting on Aug. 28, I believe that you have received mostly negative
comments about Father Burns and I would like to tell you some positive -
things to balance the scales, as it were. :

First, I would like to tell you that I grew up here in Winslow. -
After being married at S5t. Joseph’s with Fr, Eugene Mc Carthy
officiating, I was away, returning after my husband retired from the .
‘Alr Force, My husband and I have been active in the parish, , K
gserving on the parish council several times. -was president when , -
Fr. Lindenmwyer was our priest. has been available for many ‘ :
building projects and did much ot T worlk on the Holy Family Chapel.
I have worked w1th CCD and pregently am president of the Rosary Altar
Society.

When Fr. Burns came to wxnslmw, par15h1onera were delighted to
have him here. The people is St. Joseph’s held Fr. Lawrence (0°kKeefe
in the highest regard. He was leaving to study in Rome. Anyone who
followed in the footsteps of this charismatic priest had & tremendous
task of filling his shoes. But, Fr. Burng came with great
recommendations and we were happy to have someone of such high caliber
as our parish priest. He was sent here, by Bishop Hastrich, partly to S
rebuild the parish plant, a job for which he had an excellent , , oo
reputation. With his enthusiasm and his sense of humor, he was well A
‘received.

" Rebuilding and renovating the parish was not an easy task and o
some toes were stepped on, especially those of some people who had - g
very strong ideas about what the priorities should be. However, Fr.
Burns dug in and continued on. What he has accomplished in this
parish has to be remembered and the parish must extend it,s gratitude
to this man because he upgraded this parish and made it a place of
which we could be proud. His ideas of inswlating the buildings will
be deeply appreciated in the future by those who will be paying the
bills.

One of the most important matters which must be noted is the way:
Fr. Burns treated everyone equally. There was no favoritism of one
group over the other. I watched as he brought this parish together
and made everyone feel as thowgh they had an important part in the

®
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Cparish., When I was a child we had a prlaﬂt here who was from Holland,
Fr. Hootsmans. He was very dictatorial and scared most of uws out of -
our wits. (Father Burns is mild compared to this priest but in those
days you believed in obedience to the Church) Unfortunately, one of
the legacies from his time here was a division between the Mexican-
Americans and the "Anglos" (as we were designated). Fr. H. insisted
that all the Anglos sit on the West side of the church and the '
Mexican—Americans on the East side where he had hung a tapestry of the B
Virgin of Guadalupe. Also in those days, the pews were rented. All of : !
this created a lot of hostility about "my" pew and "your" pew and _ _
"our" side and "your" side. It must bave been & dilemma for all the. - ;o
‘priests who followed. Fr. Burns, apparantely, decided this was . B "
intolerable. Because of his actions, the Mexicam—Americans in our ' ?
parish have taken their rightful place and fully participate in all -
activities. He has to be given full credit for accomplishing this
momumental task. Feople in our. parish now work together side by side L
because this man believed that all people should be treated the same. - <
He did this in such &, way, I dmn“t think most people even notice what
has happened. ‘

Most of the trouble in 5t Joseph’s Parish has been brought about
by personality clashes. What an indictment against all that a priest
has to struggle so hard against his detractors.

It is my humble opinion that Father Burns is a good and decent man
and a holy priest. He gave himself totally to this parish. Sadly, he
didn"t get much back. To think that there are people who helieve
that he was guilty of almost criminal behavior is astounding.

Father Burns is perhaps hard-headed and strong-willed. | became
aware early on that Fr. Burns was up-—front in his dealings with
everyone:. He was not the type to play gamnes. Sometimes he was
brutally honest and probably offended a few. He may have made some
inappropriate decisions for the sake of convenience but after all, he
is human like the rest of us. '

There are those of us in the parish who care about hzm and are
praying for him through hms difficult struggle.

Respeutfully yours
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