
TEL: Ma~ 27'93 9:03 NO.OOl P.02 

P.AAACLETE CONFIDENTIAL 

P,o. Btl.\ 10 Jellla Sill.·ill~, New Mexico ~7tJ25·tJ() I\) 
Most Reverend Donald E. feJotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87305 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

(SOS) X2IJ·3SRfl rAX (SOSI K2~·J106 

May 27, 1993 

FAX 7229135 

The Rev. James Burns completed treatment at Villa Louis Martin in November of 1990. 
At that time the program was favorable towards Father Jim's assuming the role of pastor 
of the parish in Blanco. In view of standards that have since become established with 
regards to th~ car~ and r~assignm~nt of priests, who have be~n accused of sexual 
molestation of minors, I feel that 1 must now alter that recommendation. 

On Fath~·r Burns b(:half it n~~ds to b(: suid that th~re have been no indications that he has 
done anything inappropriate sinc;e he 1(:ft the Jemez Program, that he has returned to 
therapy recently (be<.:uuse it is our stundard policy to recommend continuing therapy, not 
because there have been any problems), that he, has been cooperative with the same, and 
that he has had an assistant, who has been fully apprised of Father Burn's issues, serving 
with him in the parish. 

Since Father Burns left the .program, however, the standard of carel that is being carefully 
developed throughout North America for cl~rgy who have been accused of sexual abuse 
of minors, would not allow a priest with Father Burn~' alleged background to serve as a 
pastor. This does not mean that his m.inist~riul brifts ~ould not be put to good and prudent 
use in anoth~r cupacity. In the latter instance 1 would recommend continued Contact with 
a th~rapistt supervision, and, in particular, no unsupervised contact with minors. 

While I know that this alteration in recommendation will cume as a disappointment to 
Father Jim, I would not want this to be understood as a lack of confidence in his sincerity 
and commitment to priesthood and its responsibilities. 

Sincerely yours, 

Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Jemez Program 

. : .... 

~~-( 
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TEL: 9:03 No.OOl P.Ol 

Servants of the Paraclete 
P.o. Box 10 

Jeme2 Springs, New Mexico 87025-0010 
(50S) 829-3586 FAX: (50S) 829-3706 

Facsimile Transmittal 

Date: May 27 I 1993 

Please deliver the following message to: 
Most Reverend Donald B. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 

. From: 

----"'B=i'-"'s=h=o=p_o=-=-f_G=a=-.:l=l::...;u::...Lp __ .~~ ______ _ 

P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87305 
(505) 722-913$ 

(FAX Nul'l\bet) 

Reverend Peter Lechner, s.P., Ph.D . 

(cheel< 0Ite) Office of the Servant GtJneral 
Jemez Program Administration 
Other (specify) ________ _ 

Total number of pages being faxed, including this cover sheet: 2 (two) 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Thtt facalmlle contains CONADENTIAlINFORMAnON, which may also be LEGALLY PRJVlLEGED and which Is 
Intended only for the use of the In dlvid ual or entity named abo Vt. If thfl reader of thIs fa C 81 mile 18 not the interided 
~orthe employee or agent responsible for delivering It. to the Intended reelplent. you are Mreby on notJcQ 
that you are In pOHeuion of confidential and privileged Information. Any dlsstmlnatlon I dlatrlbutlon or copying 
of this facsimile Is strictly prohibited. if you have reeelvtd thIs faetlmUe in error, please Immodlatety notHy the 
Mftd6r by t61ephone (collect) and return the original facsImile to tilt sender at t .... above addr.tI via the U.S. 
PomISeMC •. 

eomme~: ___________________________________________________________ __ 
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, . . ~ PAAACLETE CONFiDEi~TIAl 

P.O. Box 10 Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025-0010 (505) 829-3586 FAX (505) 829-3706 
Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S., Ph.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P.O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87305 June 1, 1993 

Dear Bishop Pelotte, 

The Rev. James Burns completed treatment at Villa Louis Martin in .November of 1990. 
At that time the program was favorable towards Father Jim's assuming the role of pastor 
of the parish in Blanco. In view of standards that have since become established with 
regards to the care and reassignment of priests, who have been accused of s.exual 
molestation of minors, I feel that I must now alter that recommendation. 

On Father Burns behalf it needs to be said that there have been no indications that he has 
done anything inappropriate since he left the Jemez Program, that he has returned to 
therapy recently (because it is our standard policy to recommend continuing therapy, not 
because there have been any problems), that he has been cooperative with the same, and 
that he has had an assistant, who has been fully apprised of Father Burn's issues, serving 
with him in the parish. 

Since Father Burns left the program, however, the standard of care, .that is being carefully 
developed throughout North America for clergy who have been accused of sexual abuse 
of minors, would not allow a priest with Father Bums' alleged background to serve as a 
pastor. This does not mean that his ministerial gifts could not be put to good and prudent 
use in another capacity. In the latter instance I would recommend continued contact with 
a therapist, supervision, and, in particular, no unsupervised contact with minors. 

While I know that this alteration in recommendation will come as a disappointment to 
Father Jim, I would not want this to be understood as a lack of confidence in his sincerity 
and commitment to priesthood and its responsibilities. 

Sincerely yours, 

p~~J .. ? 
Peter Lechner, s.P. 
Director: Jemez Program 
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June 2, 1993 
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Sr. Duane, O.F.M. 

To +DEP Date ] 0/4/93 Time __ 

DON, 

HERE'S THE INFO. YOU REQUESTED 
ON THE SALES TAX YOU NEED TO 
ADD TO THE $400/CHEQUE TO ALBQ 
FOR BURNS. 

BDT 
10.04.93 
2:10 PM 

o Reply 0 Initial and return 0 See me 

Item IIPP66 The Drawing Board, Dallas, Texas 7526.(1429 
© Wheeler Group Inc., 1974 
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OF NM GROSS-RECEIPTS TAX ON 
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# ' 

19--ll 95-124/1022 

.. ....:=:: . ~- ....:.:,....../ 

Custom Investment Account 

'r~ltf/l(C' __________ _ ():;&e!/J&~=) 
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P.MACLETE 
P. O. Box 10 Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (50S) 829-3586 

Most Rev. Donald Pelotte,S.S.S., D.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
P. O. Box 1338 
Gallup, NM 87301 

For the care of Rev. James Burns 

November 1, 1993 

at Albuquerque Villa September 15 - October 20, 1993 

PSYCHIATRIST 
PSYCHOLOGIST 
BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM /$80.00 / DAY 
TRAVEL/TRANSPORTATION 
MERCHANDISE / CASH ADVANCES 
TELEPHONE 
BOOKS/CLASS MATERIALS 
OTHER: MASSAGE THERAPY 

TOTAL: 

LESS GIFT .OF THE SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE. 

TOTAL DUE: 

BASIC RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM INCLUDES: 

SACRED SCRIPTURE CLASS 
SPIRITUALITY CLASS 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
RELIGIOUS & LITURGICAL PRACTICE & DIRECTION 
CARDIO-VASCULAR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 
ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION . 

Thank you for prompt payment. 

nistrative Assistant 

0.00 
201.04 

2,880.00 
0.00 
0.00 

16.41 
0.00 
0.00 

3,097.45 

-3,097.45 

0.00 

To ensure proper credit to your account please return enclosed 
copy with your payment. 
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'new-MOe Copy • IlllaDh thIa ltIdement to yow 'newMoe a.lm Form 
Complete the per.onal Information requNted on the form. Thle .tatement contalne all the 
Information the doctor I. required to ,upply, It Ie not neoe •• ary for thl. office to flU out the 
lneuranoe claim form. 

ReIaIIon.hlp ID ~ .... red 

Group No. 

a.g..-: ADJUSTMENT DISORDER I DEPRESSED 309.00 

FEE 

00187 

~ .... red'. HIm. 

~ .... red·. Addr .. 

lnIured'. LD. Numt. 

FEE 

1hie form hu been IIdopllld ID kMp 
PIII* work c:on CloWn. • MY 

Prepar don of Repon 1I0I8O o.po.iUon lIddtIonai Ionn. lit I18mIZlld bIIa •• 

I-----..;...--------____t---+----+-....:..--------------i-----t r~1ICI, tlllI)' wII be fowwded upon 
Il0l31 

Con,. .. ce with or about I'1IIIent 

Group 

Pr~1IIIon for Teelknany 

Trawl for Allarcar. 

eorr .. pandence 

Medillllon 

r.cllpt of 511Un 

I h_eby IIIlhorizlt til. undlrllgned 
docIDr ID r.... ....Y ~farmldlon 
acquired ~ II. cour.. of my 
..,.~1IIIon Dr "Nlment And I em 
fnanclalyr .. panllble far non-cov.ed 
MnIceL 

t-Con_ .... _~ ____________ ~_~ __ -+ ______ _+-~~.~~~EwN~IIIIon------~-----------r_--__t (~~.ofr .. ~I1~.~ 
Il0801 Telephone CanIUllallan 

a-... _ .. _t_Ccn __ ,.._ .. _C8 ____ .;.... _________ ____t--II0848---+------_+-R-.. -.-er-dl-for-UtIg...;;;..Idian_· ----------------i-------t I lIIthorizlt peym .. t of HMthcar. 

Neutopeydlologlcal Teetilg .1l1li Re'fIew of Recorda benelltll ID under"ed IUppier of 
t---~.;....----~----------____t----+_------+_---------------------_r------; HnbM~~ 

Cognll/w r-*'g Sc:hocl Ccn .... ~ 

Personality Teeling 

~~~!!~~~~2:~~:L2IiJ~i:ii~~j!j1i24_-----~-------------~---~ ~~~TAX~~NO 
01HER BTATEMENr WILl. BE 

.--~n-----+--~-------------~-----4_--------~-------------r_----_i ~ 

Psychatharaplst ProvIdilg ServIce: lr\\S BILL HAS B EN PAID BY 1"HE 
Sf fWANTS OF 1" PARACLE1"E AND IS 
IN'ClUDED IN 1 A1TACHED INVOICE 

THrS COpy IS fO YOUR USE IN flUNG 
iFiOllR IIINS\\JJRAW'lIClE [iM8URStM£~1 
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