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TO: Bp. Pelotte, S.S.S. 
FR: Fr. O'Keefe 
RE: Telephone Conversation with Mr. 

DT: 04/03/02, 11:10-11:53 am (mst) 

MEMO CONFIDENTIAL 

(1) At the request ofBp. Pelotte (transmitted orally via Deacon Timoteo), I telephoned _his 
morning and we talked for about 45 minutes. He seemed surprised and grateful for the call. 
He told me that I had "been on his mind" for many years, but that he just "couldn't approach 
me" about his experience with m because it was too embarrassing for him to talk about. 
The only person he had ever talked to about his encounter with m was a friend from 
Springerville, This man was a friend of_ and on one occasion, when he had 
had too much to drink, he recounted an episode in which he had been molested by m. In 
response to this revelation,~hared-his own ~erience with -him. As I understand it, this 
took place several years after both incidents. _was emphatic in saying that this was the 
only time he' ever mentioned-his . own experience; until he recently relayed it to his therapist· 

(2) II who presently resides in Columbus, Ohio, has worked as a computer programmer for 
for all but a few months 

~"'."~u~ psychological/psychiatric therapy 
in Springfield, Ohio, to treat chronic depression. This therapy continued when he was 
transferred to Columbus. He has been on medical sick leave from thellll: since September, 

. 2001, when he was hospitalized for eight days. In December, the psychiatrist prescribed two 
anti-depressant medications (Zolton - sp? & Serazon - sp?), which caused "decompensated 
liver damage" (apparently akin to sclerosis of the liver). This condition is now so serious 
that AM might need a liver transplant. He is scheduled for an appointment with a liver 
specialist on ' April 8,·2002 to undergo blood tests, and may have to have' a transplant 
procedure done at the University of Pittsburgh in the near future. He has applied for 
permanent disability retirement from Bank One, and is currently engaged in some type of 
litigation with the bank over disability retirement & benefits. All of his medical expenses 
to date have been covered by bank ins1.ltance - "Cobra" ~ which, however, is 'due to -expire 
at the end of June, 2002. _ emphasized that - even though there is a history of sclerosis 
in his family - his liver condition has not been caused by excessive drinking, but by the 
prescribed medication. 

(3) With regard to the incident with JB, • states that it happened in the summer of 1974, 
when he was 19 years old. He had met JB at the San Juan Fiestas in June, '74, and JB asked 
him to meet him after work to discuss a possible job offer in his parish in "Thatcher." [In 
reality, at the time, m was in some stage of transition from being pastor of Springerville to 
being released for chaplain work in the Arizona State Prison system. He left Springerville 
some time in the summer of 1974, but I'm not sure just when]. They were to go out to 
dinner and then to a movie. AM is still upset that a priest lied to him (by telling him he was 
stationed in Thatcher) and that the movie they went to was "disgusting." It was during the 
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movie that the alleged molestation (consisting of fondling .• genitals, unzipping his 
pants and performing oral sex on him) took place. I believe. said it was an outdoor 
movie, and that the molestation took place in JB's car. On the way back to st. Johns, JB 
attempted to pull the car over into a rest area, but _informed him that he did not want to 
do anything more with him. When they arrived in St. Johns, JB told _ that he had a room 
at a local motel and invited him to spend the night with him. _ declined. This was the 
first and only encounter with JB. 

(4) Even though this happened almost 28 years ago,"claims that he still has a "vivid 
memory" as to the incident. He was too shocked, intimidated and embarrassed to offer any 
resistence while the molestation was occurring, but defi= spurned JB's offers to 
continue the contact after the first incident. For many years ~ried to put this out of his 
mind, only to have the memory persist. He felt the need to speak of it in light of the many 
stories of alleged molestation by priests currently surfacing: "After hearing about this every 
day, I had to call [sic] and get it out." 

(5) .remains a practicing Catholic (attending both Latin-rite and Byzantine-rite parishes in 
Columbus). He gave no indication of wishing to hurt either JB or the Church, although he 
was relieved when I informed him that JB no longer can function as a priest. There was no 
indication (at least at this time) that he was seeking any kind of financial compensation. We 
ended the conversation by my making a general offer to help him through prayer, and 
counseling (via telephone) whenever he felt the need. He thanked me once again for the 
call. 
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6 Arizona 

Arizona 
PapullllDn: 3,677,985 

(1990 Census) 
Land Area: 113,642 sq. ml. 
capllal: Phoenix 
elllu and Town. 
AID ............. G-3 
Apache Junction .. F-4 
Avondale ..••.•.. F-3 
Bagdad ......... 0-3 

Benson ••••...•. H-6 
Bisbee .......... .1-6 
Bowie •••••...•. H-7 
Buckeye .•.....•. F-3 
Bullhoad City ••.•• 0-1 
Bylas ........... F-6 
Camp Verde •..... 0-4 
Casa Grande •.... 6-4 
Cave Creek ....... E-4 
Chandle' •••••.... F-4 
Chinle ..••..•••• 8-7 
Chino Valley ••.•. 0-3 
Cibecue •••....•. E-6 

Clarkdale ......•. 0-4 
Clifton .......... F-7 
Colorado City .... .A-3 
Coolidge •••.•... G-4 
Cottonwood ...... 0-4 
Douglas •••.•••• .1-7 
Eagar ......•.••• E-7 
Ehrenberg •...... f., 
Eloy ............ G-4 
FlagstaN ......... 0-4 
Rorence .......•. 6-5 
Fort Defiance ....• C-7 
Fredonia ......... A-3 

Ganado •..•..... C-7 
Gila Bend ........ G-3 
Glendale .•.••..•. F-4 
Globe ........... F-5 
Grand Canyon ..•• B-4 
Groen Valley ••••• H-5 
Heber .••....•.•. E-5 
Holbrook •..•...• 0-6 
Huachuca City .••. H-6 
Joseph City •••••• 0-6 
Kayenta •.••..•.• B-6 
Kearny .••..••••• 6-5 
Kingman •..•.••• 0-2 

Lake Havasu City •. E·1 
Laveen ......•••. F-4 
Litchfield Park .••• F-3 
Mammoth ..•.••. G-5 
Many Farms ..•••• 8-7 
Marana ....••••• G-5 

~:~r:::::::::: J:: 
Miami ........... F-5 
Nogales .•...••.•• 1-5 
Oracle ••.••••••• G-5 
Oro Valley ••••••• G-5 
Page ........... A-4 
Parker .•••.•.•.. E-1 

Payson ....•••••• E-5 
Phoenix •••...... F-4 
Pima ••••.•.••.. G-6 
Pinetop-lakeside .. E-6 
Polacca ••.•••.•• e-6 
Prescott ••....... 0-3 
Prescott Valley ... 0-3 
Quartzsite •••...•. f.1 
Sacaton .•....... F-4 
Saford ..•....... G-7 
8t. Johns ........ 0-7 
St. Michaels ...... C-7 
San Carlos ....... f.6 

San Luis ....••. :G-1 
San Manuel .....• 6-5 
Scottsdale ••••••• f..4 

ona .•.•..•.• 0-4 
........... H-4 

... ; ... E-6 
...•.. .1-6 

Snowflake ....... E-5 
Somerton •..•••. 6-1 

n .• , .H-5 
liIe ..... E-7 

.... F-4 
........ H-6 

lor •.....•.. F-S 

+t~t~~ei .: .' : : : : .' .~:: 
Tombstone •.••.. H-S 
Tuba City ........ 8-5 
Tucson •.•.• , .•.. H-S 
Wellton .•....... G-l 
Whiteriver ...••.• E-G 
Wickenburg ••••.• E-3 
Willcox .......•. H-6 
Williams ...•..•. 0-4 
Window Rock •.• . C-l 
Winslow ...•.... 0-5 
Wittmann ••••..•. F-3 
yuma .•.•..•..•. G-1 ________________________________________________________________ ~~~~~~4 
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SAINT PETER'S CHURCH 

BOX loa 

SPRINGERVILLE, ARIZONA 85988 

Feb. 12, 1974 

Most Rev. Jerome J. Hastrich 
Bishop of Gallup 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Dear Bishop Hastrich, 

As requested during our telephone conversation, 
I am writing this letter to request permtssi'on from 
you to accept an assignment in the priesthood outside 
the Diocese of Gallup. I wish to serve the men in the 
new Correctional Instution at Fort Grant as well as 
assume the duties of Chaplain at the adult Conservation 
Camp in 'Safford, Arizona. These positions would be 
within the Diocese of Tucson and has~ 
the Bishop of Tucson in a letter to 
Director to the Dept. of Correction or the State of 
Arizona. 

I wi 11 say my 1 ast Mass (Sunday) the 1 ast Sunday in 
Februrary and should be leaving the parish by the end of 
the month at the latest. In my new position I would like 
to remain a priest of the Diocese as I have been a mem­
ber of this Diocese since I was ordained. 

I wish to take this opportumity to thankyou for 
all that you have done for me and my parishes since yoll 
have been the Bishop of Gallup. Although I have not always (' ~: r( 
agreed with you on all matters I have tried my best to 
be adutiful priest in all matters for the good of the 
Diocese. Your task has indeed been a very difficult one 
and your love of God has been made manifest in your 
actions. I congratulate you for all that you have 
accomplished and wish you the best of everythtng tn the 
Lord in the days to come. I feel prtvtledged to have 
served under you and will conttnue to seek your help and 
prayers in my new assignmmnt. 

Your prtest in Christ, 

~.~4~V 
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Tbe l~st Reverend Francis J. Green, D.D. 
Bishop of Tuoson, 
192 South Stone Avenue, 
Tucson, Arizona 85702 

Dear Bishop Green, 

February 18, 1974 

This is to inform you that Father Jam~8 Burns is .. accepting a pod tion 
with the State Department of Correction,with my permission. Since 
he will be living in lOur Diocese, I would appreciate your granting 
~ faculties, and I hope you \<1111 welcome h1w,and encourage your 
priests to do so, at various Diooesan and Vioariate 1>1eetings. lIe 
wishes to remain a priest .of the Diocese of Gallup. 

J~l kindn~ss you show him will be considered a personal favor to IDe. 

yTi th every best· wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Gallup 
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Reverend James M. Burns, 
St. Peter Church, 
P. O. Box 103, 
SpringerVille, Arizona 859~ 

Dear Father Burns, 

February 1H, 1974 

Thank you for your kind letter asking for permiSSion to be away 
fromtohe diooese for an indo:fini to period of t1me while working 
for the State Department of Correction in the Diooese of Tucson. 

I have written Bishop Greon as you will see bY' the enclosed copy 
infor,w1ng h~ of your .presenoe in his diooese. 

I want .you to know that you will be reoeiving all the oommunica­
tions from ourdiooesaD offices, and are welcome at any and all 
diocesan funotions. It is my hope the. t you will make the Jinnual 
Retreat with the priests of ·our diooese, and attend general con­
vooetions,at least. 

With every best wish, I am 

'Sinoerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of GallUP 

Encl. 
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Rev. James M. Burns 

Iliot£s£ of iutson 
CHANCERY OFFICE 

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE 
P.O: BOX 31 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85702 

February 26, 1974 

Fort Grant Correctional Institution 
Fotlt Grant Rural Station 
Willcox, Arizona 85643 

Dear F a·ther Burns: 

.1 am happy .to welcome you to the Diodese of Tucson and hereby 
approve of your appointment 8S Chaplain at Fort Grant. I 
officially extend to you the faculties of this Diocese, even 
though though you already enjoy them as a priest of the Province 
of Santa Fe. For canonical purposes, you are hereby appointed 
Associate Pastor at ·Sacred Heart parish, willcox, effective 
February 26, 1974. Fort -Grant · is i -n "theterritory of the 
Willcox -parish. 

From correspondence with Mr. Director, Department 
of Corrections, I understand that you will also be Chaplain to 
the State corr~ctional Institution in the Safford area. Father 
John M. Fahey, Pastor of st. Rose of Lima parish, Safford, is 
Vicar of the Graham-Greenlee Vicariate, and is aware of the fact 
that you will be chaplain to both institutions. 

We are placing your name in our Diocesan mailing list so that 
you will be kept informed of what is going on in the diocese. 
Be assured that we are eager to make you welcome in every way 
and to do all we can to make yo.u feel at home with us. I look 
forward to the opportunity of visiting with you if you get a 
chance to come to Tucson. I want you to know ~hat I am quite 
willing to come to Fort Grant for any occasion at your invitation. 
I am most grateful to you and to Bishop Hastrich for allowing 
you to come to work in our diocese. 

With an assurance of my prayers for the success of your priestly 
ministry, and with m¥ best personal wishes, I am 

Very sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Rev. Francis J. Green, D.O. 
Bishop of Tucson 
F_JG:gb · 
ccs IJ • • a. - .. II .. J. H&striCh/ 

Rev. John M. Fahey 
Rev. John Debski 
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,~ DIOCESE OF TUCSON 

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Most Rev. Jerome J. Hastrich 
Bishop of Gallup 
P. O. Box 1338 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Dear Jerry: 

I thought you would like to have a copy of the 
letter which I have sent to Father Burns, wel­
coming him to the diocese. The priests in the 
Vicariate in which he will be living are very 
friendly and I am sure will welcome him as one 
of the members of the Vicariate. 

I have just returned from an ecumenical meeting 
in Casa. Grande in which it was -€fuggei'sted that you 
and might be willing to serve as a 
committee to evaluate the different Indian programs 
that have sprung up in the t any rate, you 
will be hearing from garding this, 
but I thought I might a you t if possible 
you could arrange to accept. 

With kindest good wishes and warm personal regards, 
lam 

Very sincerely yours in christ, 

1V'1 l· r 'to 7~~ )J, ~ 01 

Most Rev. Francis d(~Green, D.O. 
Bishop of Tucson 

FJG:gb 

Enc. 
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The Nost Hevarel!d Ji'ra.ncis J. Green, D.~. 
Bishop of TUcson, 
192 South Stone Avenue, Box 31 
Tucson, Arizona 85702 

Dear Frank, 

March 2, 1974 

Thank you very much for your kindness to Father Burns. 

If I can possibly make the meetine with you may be 
sure I will be there. As you know, I am very much interested in 
the Indians. 

After Ea.ster I am going to Rome with a pilgrimage for my"Ad Liminal! 
visit.· I hope the meeting will be before or after that. 

With every best Wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

B1shop or GallUP 

DOG.BURNS.00490 
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Marcil 13, 1974 

Reve rend 'James ~. Burns. ~ 
Catholic Chaplain 
Fort Grant Correctional Institution 
Fort 'Grant Rural StatIon 
Willcox, Arizona 856~3 . 

Dear Jim: 

Hope all Ls well with you and t~at you are well Into your-program. 
You are dally In my prayers becaule I know that your new chall.ng~_ 
Is tough •. I admlr. your wlllingnes. to accept such a pOlltlon. . 

Jim, I want to tr~ly thank you for cooperating so excellently with 
Olr Minor Se.lnary Program. As the Bishop mentioned at your fare­
well dinner, you of all the priests have al~cooperated with this 
program. You have always sent us good b I. 

In His Son, 

DOG.BURNS.00491 
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. . '" September 11, 1974 

Reverend Jam.. M. Buru 
St. Mary ot tba Anpl. Pariab 
P. o. Box 819 
Pinetop, AZ 8S91S 

Dear Fatber ~8, 

Thia will not1r,v yo~ that tor tbe goodot re11gion andweltare of 
souls, BiaQopHaatriob bu appointed lOU as Putor. st. Mary or the 
qal. Parish. Pinetop, Arucma,. etteoUTe September S, 1974. 

Inoloaed 1s a cow ot the Profession ot 181 th wich you are to take 
in the presenoe ot 'athe,. WU80D •• . our delegate. Kindly retum 
the completed cow to tht.oEnoa. 

It would be well to arrange with Fat.hel' WUaon for the exchange of 
booD and ·the accounts that. belong to St.. Mary of the Angels Parish • 

.A8eur1ng you ot 1l1¥ beat. wi.be.s u ;you 88sum.e tbis new duty on behalf 
ot the aoula ot the Diooe.e ot Gallup, I am 

81ncerelT yOUl'S in Christ, 

v.~ Reverend Dunstan Schmidlin, O.F.M. 
ChanoellOr 

CO J Rev. Squal J.. WUSOIl 
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Rost Reverellld ~ano18 J. Gl"een. 
Bi8hop ot Tuo,oli, 
192 8. Stone Street, Box ,1 
'l'uoson, Ancona 85702 

Dear Bishop Green, 

Ootober 23, 1974 

11t11 11 1;0 :l.n:f'om you that while I waa in Rome t Father Jame. Burna / 
oame baok to the D10... and asked tor. an appointment. He was 
aiven the paetor&te or Saint Mar7 ot the Angell, Pinetop, Arizona. 
It WUIQY hope thAt he had the oourtesy to inform you that he was 
leaving Fort Grant. 

W1 th every best wish, I am . 

Sinaerely ;yours in Christ. 

Bishop of Gallup 

DOG.BURNS.00493 
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Immaculate Heart 0/ Mary Seminary 

Mount Carmel Road 

His Excellency 
The Most Rev. Eernard T. Espelage, O.F.M., D.D. 
iiehop'of Gallup 
Gall~, New Mexico 

Your Excellency: 

April 20, 1954 

James iurns arrived. Tuesday. or was it Monday evening, of Holy Week. 

He realizes the neceesi ty of studying hard to catch up. He has not had 

an opportunity to speak with Father Hill, our Dean of Studies, about his 

chances to make up work before next September - Father Hill has been at 

LOB Alamos during Holy Week and left Sunday for the Educational Convention 

in Chicago. As soon as he returns, he will see James and will map.~ut 

his studies for him. 

He is taking advantage of this week of vacation to do a great deal 

of reading and to review, al well as to go ahead in his school work, so 

James is not wasting his time. 

I am truly sorry that Your Excel:lency cannot be with us Sunday evening, 

May 2nd. I called Father Pax on the 11th to find out whether Your Excellency 

would be free on that day, and heard. about YOUI' Excellency' B plan to be in 

Oalifornia then. Regards to Father Pax and a very happy and bleB sed Easter~ 

tide to Your Excellencyt 

Respectfully in Chri at, 

.. ~ 
sgr. Sigmund Charewicz 

DOG.BURNS.OOS07 . 
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Immaculate Heart 0/ Mary Seminary 

Mount Carmel Road 

March 18, 1954 

His Excellency 
Most Rev. Bernard T.Espelage, O.I.M., D.D. 
Bishop of Gallup 
Gallup, New M,xico 

Your lIlxcellencyz 

Since Your Excellencyls last letter, and before then, we have had 
no word at all from James Burns. And we 'cannot find any California 
address either. He left none, when he left the Seminary. I wonder if 
Your Excellency has had any word from him since your last letter. 

·He certainly gave me the impression that he was coming back, and 
he left some of his clothes here, his books, etc. 

I am amazed that he has not written, at least some word to let us 
know whether he was ~cce8sful in his trip or not. I wonder if there 
was a forwarding address left at the last place of the family residence. 
Has anyone checked that possibility, Your Excellency! 

James was an excellent student and a solid character. I cannot 
understand this state of affairs, unless he has become very ill or met 
wi th an accident. I trust. that all will be shortly expla~'D.ed to Your 
Excellency's satisfaction. 

Begging Your Excellencyf s blessing, I remain 

~ Sigmund Charewicz 

DOG.BURNS.00514 . 
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Hil l%cel1enc7 

Immaculate Heart 0/ Mary Sem;nary 

Mount Carmel Road 

Santa F~, N~I(, M ox;co 

Januar7 25, 1954 

!he Most ReT. Bernard T. Espelage, O.I.M., D.D. 
Biahop of Gallup 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Your beel1ene71 

This 1a to acknoWledge receipt of 70ur letter of January 14, and 

to thank 70U for the information contained therein. 

the aeminariana are now on retreat. 'ather Jlciward O,'B7Tne, our 

former spiritual d1rectori8 condueting the Retreat. 

Jam.a Burna bas not 7et returned from home. I thought that he would 

sure17 be back before this. He has been awa7 through the aemester e%&mi. tina 

and now ia miasing the retreat. 

Ma7 God reward Your l%oel1enc7 for all! 

Respectfull7 in Chrlat • 

• Magr. S~1C. 

DOG,BURNS,00516. 
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IMMACUL.ATE HEART OF MARY SEMINARY 
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

Most Rev. B.T. EspeJage O.F.M. D.D. 
Bishop of the Diocese of Ge.llup 
Chancery Office 
Ge.llup, New Mexico 

Dear Bishop: 

Today I was very lucky to see three of the Semi narians fr()m our 

diocese invested in the Roman c~ssock, collar and surplice by His 

Exoellency, Arch~bishop Byrne. It was a beautiful ceremony and all 

three of the boys told me that they were very happy and thrilled. 

They are as you know t 

IIIIl They are all doing fine and the diocese can be proud of them. 

Yesterday we finished our six-weeks tests so we are all in a 

pretty go:)d humor. Not because we all recieved A's n?1, but be-

cause we are through tests again for a little while. As 'usual we . 

all made stupid mistakes which we kicked ourselves for afterwards. 

We have permission t o leave the Seminary on the twenty-third 

of December. I have a chanoe to fly home if I wish but if I do,1 
1 

will not be ;nGallup for Mid-night Mass at the Cathedral. I would 

like to have your permission to do so before I make any definite plans, 

I Would rather, if possible, f~O stralght home because I Will not be " 

able to eo hame f , r Faster, and becau.se this will be the first time 

in a few years that my family has really been together. 

Wishing you and the diocese a very Merry and Holy Christmas, 

I am, 

Your obedient seminarian, 

~~ 
(/James Burns 

DOG.BURNS.00518 . 
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Reverend Pax R. Schicker O.F.M. 
Catholic Indian Center 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Dear Father Pax; 

I r 
I ,I ! . 

j. 
Immacula te Heari~ of Mary Seminary 
Mount Carmel Road 
Santa. Fe, New Mex i co 
September 27, 1953 

This is just a little note to let you .and the Bishop know that we are 

sti11 alive here .at Santa Fe. I have asked the new boys and they all said that 

they like the Seminary life ver,y well. They are having a little troubre getting 

used to the rules and the subjects but otherwise are haying a swell time. 

told me that its nIce to be In the 

second year of college, but that they can't ~it until th~y get· t o the Major 
\. 

Seminary. They're not the only/ones. 

The Seminar,y has been very lucky so far this Ye8rr. It has lost only 
~ 

one boy in almost two weeks, which is some kind of a recoli:d according to the . 

boys who have been bere for any amount of time. 

I hope you and the Bishop had a good time when you went to Tuscon to 

see Bishop Greene cons~cra.ted. If the weather here in San~ Fe was any lndlcation 

of the type down in Tuscon then it must have been really ni¢e. 
" i 

I wish to take this time to thank you and the Bi,S'hop for giving me the 
I 
I 

job this summer and also for helping me with my vocation ,t various times through-

out the summer. , . I' 

Remembering you and the Bishop in my prayers, I am 

Sincerely yours~ . 

J
. ~/1 D 
\ .QA;v~ //7. /~~ 

James M. Burns 

DOG.BURNS.00519 , 
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Immaculate Heart 0/ Mary Sem;nary 

Mount Carmel Road 

Santa Fe, NIZ'" Mox;co 

January 29, 1953 

Very Rev. Fr. Pax R. S~hicker, O.F.M.,Qhance11or 
The Dioce'se of Ga11-up 
P.O. !ox 110 
Gallup, New Mexico 

Dear Father Pax: 

Since Biahop Espelage accepted J8Jlles Matthew :Burne for the 
Diocese of Gallup, we shall be only too happy to do all that we 
cail to form this young man into a fit candidate for the holy 
priesthood. Our second semester begins on Monday, February 2, so 
the sooner the young man can report, the better. 

1 am enclosing an application form and a physical examination 
form, in order to have this information in our filee. . 

s are on Retreat now and the peace is heavenly. 
seminarians. is trying . 

spirit. from Winslow is a 
little fellow, and seeml to be doing his best, but I shall write 
more at length about him to the B~shop. 

May God bless you, dear Fath8l' Pax, and may He assist you in 
your work! Do not fail to come to the Seminary w:tJ;en 70U come to 
Santa Fe _ we always have a spare bed. Please remember the Fathers 
and me to His Excellency. 

yours in Ohrist, 

R1~ 

DOG.BURNS.00522 . 
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