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before "going public" - for his and his family's sake, as well as
for the sake of the Church.

In setting this in writing, my prime concern is for the
sanctity of the seal of confession. For that reason I cannot
reveal the name of the caller, or of the priest. Whatever concrete
details I have disclosed in this report have come from
conversations not bound by the seal. I have disclosed no details
revealed to me within the sacramental forum.

I am also very concerned about the justice of this man's
claims, and about his spiritual well-being and continued commitment
to the Church. 1 strongly advise that this matter be treated with
the utmost seriousness. This man is a mature, committed Catholic.
He is highly intelligent and well educated. He has the financial
resources to pursue civil litigation if he judges that the Church
is unwilling to do anything.

At the same time, we are talking about an alledged incident
that took place a long time ago - some sixteen to twenty years (I
really do not know the exact time, or how old this man was when it
happened).

It is my intention to go and see him on Easter Sunday night,
and spend a few days with him and his family. I would appreciate
some advise and assistance in how I should approach this. It is
quite clearly an extremely delicate matter, all the more so for me
since it involves the seal of confession. It is my concern for the
integrity of the seal that has prompted me to put this in writing;
I was fearful that in an oral presentation the seal might be
compromised. I have tried to be very careful in presenting the
facts of the case, and feel that the above account provides the
necessary information and preserves the inviolability of the
sacramental forum.
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