
DIOC~SE · OF TUCSON 

MRS. JUNE KELLEN 
CHANCELLOR 

Dear_ 

192 SOUTIl STONE AVENUE 

P.O. Box 31 • Thcson, Arizona 85702-0031-
520-792-3410 FAX 520;:'792-0291 

March 8, 2002 

.. Thank you for your call late this afternoon informing me of the mappropriate sexual behavior 
toward you in the summer of 1974, by a priest that you knew. as Father Bums. You had stated 
that the priest you had mown as Father Burns had been the pastor at St. Peter's Catholic Church 
in Springerville, Arizona in 1974, but went to Thatcher, Arizona in the summer of 1974. 

I informed you that we did not have a Father Bums listed in Thatcher, which is a mission church 
of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Parish, Safford, Arizona, during the period of time in question nor 
had we shown a Father Burns at any time being assigned in the Safford area. 

During our telephone conversation, I assured you that we would make every attempt to find out 
who this Father Burns could be. . 

I had asked you to document your experiences with this Father Burns and what had occurred in 
the summer of 1974. I await your documentation. 

_ I want you to know how truly sorry we are for what you have gone through and 
pray that our Lord will be with you and help you ill your healing and recovery process. 

Please be assured that we are looking into this matter. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~{~ 
Chancellor \. 

cc: ~. Van A. Wagner, Vicar General 
v"beacon Tim Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup 

Mr. Thomas Murphy, Esq. 
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Dear June: 

Since he addresses this last letter to you, as a reply to your letter to him, could 
you please answer him and include the following: 

. Father. James Burns is a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. The Diocese of Gallup 
expresses deep regret that this was done to you by one of their priests. They 
offer their prayers and ask your forgiveness. While Fr. Burns was assigned to 
the Arizona portion of the Diocese of Gallup, St. Peter's Church in Springerville, 
they have no record that he was officially assigned in any capacity to any parish 
or agency in or around Thatcher, Arizona which is in the Diocese of Tucson. Fr. 
Burns was removed as an active priest, by Bishop Pelotte, in the early 1990s. 
He has been denied the right to practice as a priest anywhere for any reason at 
any time. 

We will then wait to see if 
with those issues as they arise. 

777anks. 

Timo 

us, if/when he does, we will deal 
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Dear June: 

Since he addresses this last letter to you, as a reply to your letter to him, could 
you please answer him and include the following: 

. Father. James Burns is a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. The Diocese of Gallup 
expresses deep regret that this was done to you by one of their priests. They 
offer their prayers and ask your forgiveness. While Fr. Burns was assigned to 
the Arizona portion of the Diocese of Gallup, St. Peter's Church in Springerville, 
they have no record that he was offiCially assigned in any capacity to any parish 
or agency in or around Thatcher, Arizona which is in the Diocese of Tucson. Fr. 
Burns was removed as an active priest, by Bishop Pelotte, in the early 1990s. 
He has been denied the right to practice as a priest anywhere for any reason at 
any time. 

We will then wait to see if 1_ contacts us, if/when he does, we will deal 
with those issues as they arise. 

7hanks. 

Timo 
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(hr.s, '~ne kel)eh, CW:rhcellor 
D,ocese o.f' ~CS6/l 
P,Ot &Y 3/ 
JC;C5DhI A-z.. BS702-c>o3/ 

MAR 1 B 2002 

BY: 

CD 

TA;j is ;"" resp6h.se 1z, )t>tl-er recet'ved Dn .0.3 -15-02 

oIA-leJ e>3-08-t}-:i. ;'1') r~t:?rJ5 .ft, t1 se)<~t(.J ~el'l'e"ce 
Ct>n-t'r{)rJeJ 0/ hxf~ er BWrh..5 in the S~J7\ J-ntPi of> /9 7f.!,. 

:r Ctm Ct rp45i- re..5ldP..,f o-P Sf, ::Johns; Ifr;'"U>hct / :JrpJ~4f/~ 
fuh'"\ Sf, J;J.. h5 HdA S ch 001 or, /Y)P;,( I / ~ ") tf~ , 

itpptlre"f)j rt>cf),er j3tArh.5 Con-rn c+r:d !36Meon e I'n Sf, 'J;}.,JL 

CiS -10 I.,)~re I W'iS W(;rk,hJ my SL,lY>mer JcJ,. lie oI;J , 
-P}'nJ -Ji@ work s;k .T ~' &i+ 4r,p£ CiS-kecl i~' h~ {DlAld 

.see Me ~fkr work ~n v/'..J.,.J("j' me it> cL'nner Cind q /71pt/; 

,~~ Show Low I ;tL" a'hA -h r;f;..sc~ a~t>l,(j a tfr>ndf~ 
&d"Pm Ifr;untl OJJere ;1\ 7hafcle,/ A2, cthtA ~Du.f -rAe 
f~S5·;l):J.y pf work;ny &i1- hIS tpClf/.s')'" T C1Jre(?~ cn"d he 
f;-ckeJ me up cJ,00 b:c>o p.-A Qnd LOe wenf -b show 
ka.v ~r d;",ner ctr-.4 ~/'\ -h a tnOi);e at tl tnoU; e. (cJr~ve 
thetl1-er, 

Jt.'e Mt'Vl1e 4>P0 SPmf2 Lt>Atf7 o'f t-1 P G movi e ct?hs'lsf; n..J 
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.r t.UClS very C(>rtf'~ed hy' fl,e 4cfiol'\..s hy ~ pr;esJ- 4hc/ 

khfLLt> ~f #6 J~ C4 n7 be frue old d,~ Peel very' 
Uh easy CiJoD~+ A/s ~eh4 vIor., 

:r -k,IJ hJ'/h fAa-/- r COL-tJdn1 becCt ~ Yhl rnof),{)r WOlfJ) J 
tAf-set akltf me 3e-Jf;ny home )a+e ha ()J'nJ -to,gel- ~ cr/­
b:oC;~,J'Y), /1'"'1 fA~ morn:nt ihe neY-t d~ {Or LU6rk LlS/~ 
-Jk,.+ tl S' a. h e)lC~32 hoI- ft> ... 5'0 w,:fA h /rl , 

fver SJ(r,ce) r J/veJ w;+A The VJ~tl)cJ meMOry of mJ fJ~ 
espec;ed!y he&trt'ny aj,()cd- S;i-I1&1-h'chS t>f f),:S fyfe ho/f1t'''';, 
-J1,rt>~ ~WJ- fJ,e hcrl-'M ~hd. Feel r d6 ne~J 1z> Some­
Lo),~+ release )'h.j pt:Uf p/f(Jei-I'ehCe 1-0 SDMeone, 

:r J,~tJe r~ular "lfJt»'r,fmf'l'lfs ul,Jh &l f~Br~jJJ~ , 

Je>ca.-kJ cd- SD~fA easf J Ine: , A'ea> very L:ln4 o>e,d·q) 

~re Serv/ces .s;"t'e +),e )t7t"#er fJ~;i tyf 'lear ~OCJ t:(hl 

Co~n-l- fhere apfer tVA,c.,), IS JDcaled at 
;J,'s !phDht: h Lt~bel 

/s /-f' yt>L< nped. 10 
Ct>n+acJ- },,')\'"\ ~ T t:tlso ),p,'ve ),~A se()t?rn J C1jJft>,nfmel1~ 
LV)t~ a fsyc).,:a.fr,5]- LP,'f~ hoi do have 
apfo;n+M~/'\fs sch&JuJeJ WI P.5jch;~r:'SJ 
1j +~e y\C1me bt' S;nr€ ha.s jeff ii e 
OtseK! J both ~ffJ()i m~1'\ Oh .mCirc~ .26 ti-I ~602, I At< c)e 
bee,,", cVaJno.se.d CiS ht!v/'f ('r1PJDr 'Vtftess;ue 'J)~oakr ard 
Pd+~wmt>ct.c.. Sfress of ~ C>(t:)~r Ono{ ACl()e hot .bee", ~hlp)OjeJ 
.s j'nce Sepk~er J/~; .:2. 0.06 I Ct ){)~j w;tt other cC>/"'IfJj,'cCt+~'OhS 
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The/Ie tie tJ.. ,'.5 is St>rn e fA'~ fk.f I lQ,1 J .b e J " tI ,:'y 
w;tA '_-Gr the res/- t'f' /?'II A'fe .. lA-Js UJ,')/ hl'fJer /eqtJ 

r" I Yn,,,J ~ r h ~{)e bf?eh d/~n6Sed as {Jh)'S/ocl / S~XIJ4. 
t;lbi1Se SL(rV;"'t>r QhA otkv-- chrt>r"C: hB~/-fh /SSlles :L 
h&t ve -h d fa/ w;fA C>h t1 cl4;1j has/s,. 

/J1r5, ke/)~J"')I T w~ -Ie, tAC1r,k j0lA. -Gr -2;(VJ'1'}j me fAe. 
O1ff~rfLlno/ f.t, wr~f€ 1))1'.5 )et)er +0 t( II r Lt.J,')} 41Lso 

ItJe ~ Cop/oJ' fhls JetJer fc> tl'hP( 

r .f@el f~f I d/~ h4()e 1-0 /@7 )'bl.l k'nt>w 
+~;s sl}wQjlt,'t &thc( ~+ #e f/n'1e ,,-F L{)r("-J-,~ /f 

.3 Ciue me -J."r>") e 10 re)e4.Se t1 1,'fIJe stress .b Li ;If w; fA I~.-

}'PtA de> ha()e Y'nj pertn;sS/D" -b Coh+P,c! nt/I 
and 11 ),~ Cle m/ p),~h€ n Ltmber an Pi etC< dress /f: j0L{,. 
de> nee). fo CohfRCT Ih e -Gr a""l More tnfltDrJnCtf/~~ .. 

r C:M sJ-;J) Pt prficfc.:h3 cJe",,~-f Cer)-/'Dl,c OctJ-pnc;l;~ Sf, JC.~h.. 
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MRS. JUNE KELLEN 
CHANCELLOR 

DIOCESE OF TUCSON 
192 SOUTH S,TONE AVENUE 

P.O. Box 31 • Tucson, Arizona 85702-0031 
520-792-3410 FAX 520;;'792-0291 

March 26, 2002 

. Easter greetings to you. 

I promised to you, I was able to fmd out the name of the priest that is believed to be 
the person whom you had spoken and written about who had caused you great emotional pain for 
his unwanted sexual advances toward you in the summer of 1974. 

Since the Diocese of Tucson had no record of a Father or Monsignor Burns in the 
Safford/Thatcher, Ari2;ona area, I had solicited the help of Deacon Timothy Lujan, Chancellor of 
the Diocese of Gallup. 

The Diocese of Gallup has shared the following message and infonrtation with me to pass along 
to you. "Father James Burns is a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. The Diocese of Gallup 
expresses deep regret that this was done to you by one of their priests. They offer . their 
prayers and ask your forgiveness. While Father Burns was assigned to the Arizona portion 
of the Diocese of Gallup, St. Peter's Church in Springerville, fhey have no record that he 
was officially assigned in any capacity to any pai'ishor agency in or around Thatcher, 

. Arizona, which is in the Diocese of Tucson. Father Burns was re'moved as an active priest 
by Bishop Pelotte, in the early 1990's. He has been denied the right to practice as a priest 
anywhere for any reason at any time." You may also want to contact the Diocese of Gallup on 
this issue. 

On behalfof the Diocese of Tucson, again I express to you our deep sadness and regret of what 
had happened to you. Please be assured of our prayers for you that God will help to wipe this 
experience from your heart and mind and that the Holy Spirit may come into your heart to allow 
you to feel his love and grant you the peace that only he can give. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Chancellor ~ . . 

cc: ~on Tiinothy Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup 
Rev. Van A. Wagner,. Vicar General, Diocese of Tucson 
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Dear June: 

Since he addresses this last letter to you, as a reply to your letter to him, could 
you please answer him and include the following: 

. Msgr. James Burns is a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. The Diocese of Gallup 
expresses deep regret that this was done to you by one of their priests. They 
offer their prayers and ask your forgiveness. While Msgr. Burns was assigned to 
the Arizona portion of the Diocese of Gallup, St. Peter's Church in Springerville, 
they have no record that he was officially assigned in any capacity to any parish 
or agency in or around Thatcher, Arizona which is in the Diocese of Tucson. 
Msgr. Burns was removed as an active priest, by Bishop Pelotte, in the early 
1990s. He has been denied the right to practice as a priest anywhere for any 
reason at any time. 

We will then wait to see if .• I ..... contacts us, if/when he does, we will deal 
with those issues as they arise. 

Thanks. 

nmo 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: 
From: 
Date: 
Subject: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

+DEpflJ 
Tim~ 
March 5, 2002 
While you were away, 2/28/02-3/11/02 

• Mrs June Kellen, Chancellor for Tucson, called. It seems a certain _ 
_ a graduate of St. Johns High School, St. Johns Arizona has indicated that 
he was a victim of sexual misconduct by Fr. Burns at St. Peters in Springerville in 
1974. However He is currently in Columbus, 
Ohio. I who is in contact With our attorneys. 
has not us yet regarding this. The reason June called is that 
- also said Fr. Burns was in Thatcher, AZ. We have no record or 
knowledge of this as Thatcher is in the Diocese of Tucson. If he calls we will 
take a message until the attorney advises us what to say. 
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(Ilr5, '~J~o"",e kel)ei"tt Cf.P.I),el/or 
I)'DC ese o~· 7ZlCSDl' 
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()rA.r ~(I\)e hftck -to Sf. J;hh5. LJAe,,\ we Qrr/'ved )/1 Sf, 

:J;h h5' , h e. o),t>\X? thrz>~j~ t~6?- back sfreef of OL{r hom c 
CYh). Ci5keol me if' r Wf)~;J LJ-'~ -h> j6 to ),~, mote; rt>Of 

Jocv.te) Ott /rt>c;) R,'Jer..s Inn ih Sf. JOhhSJ 
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·r Wt15 1187 c~"f'vt.5ed ), Y f/, t? 4 chON' bJ ,q pn8.sf 4h4 

kh~Lt.) '~f fh/~5" j ~SJ C41",'-i be frue Gild d/d Peel very' 
Uh easy ClJoDt..l+ )\15 h eh4.lJ/or" 

. :r ·blJ hJ'/h tM I cD~Jdn7 becCt 14~ Yh( rnDi~&r t.()oltIJ b 
U-f5t+ a1l6Ld me 3e1l;n.; home )??-te ha v;0' -to !lef LtjJ crl­
b :t>t? C1.M. I'''' fl.\? mvrn;nj fhe ney-fdt:1f tor Li>6rk USIY-' 

~+ ~ S' Cl h e)CCl{.~ ht>f 1-D --1 D fA) ,:fA hI '/r'J , 

ft,;er s)l,..,ce) r j;veJ wi+A the Vj~tl)~d rnetnory' of In/ p4..s~ 
espec:"'I'y hear;ri C1.bO,d- Sj"}-I4C,-hbhS t>f f},;S f;l'f ho/fX'.h<'1 
-fl, ft>~ e> uf f)., e h crf,'M Ci'h c.( fee I r d (5 neeJ -It> s om e -

lOhCi+ release ~/ pcuf e;per,'ehCe +0 SDMfOJ1t3 ... 

:r h 11 ve "0' ul aT tllt'O) 'nfrn t'llls ul I fA "l +)'('"Q;O/50 
Jt>erdeJ c< I- SD "fA easl-, In c , Rea> ih?,/" qn4 (h eAj,q / /Jet? If), 
C~re SertJ/ces- .5; nee +Ae )~l)pr P Ci,f of' j po.I :2OoCJ c·r, t. 
eord--Ci"'.f tA(Jre aFJer whit), /5 }ocaled at 

s :phDht: hLlJrJJt? 

l'-s ",(, yo L~ n e ecA -fo 
Ct>nfad- hl'ln I T ,qlsb hP( se;){?r~i J CfjJfJ(5)II'flr>~/d 
w;1 ~ a fSyc J,: a. -I:r;51- Vl :f)., Ci rvd J D h« ve 
Q pfDin h-ne ,-,Is 5 cheJu JeJ w;rJ, IIIIIIIlI C/ '" cI.. Ci h t> jhpr P 5j c).,; rJr:5; 

.1; +he YlC1.mC' cA' S~n(e 11 as Jeff fJ., e 
Otj'e,,/ I bofl.-. D./,pr);n+I'nf'A-I:s Oh marc/-' :2[, iJ-, .2002. I ha. ve 
1e e,.., ol:ajno5~d CIS hp.,J ,'t) (tJp JDr '1)0/«55; ve 'J)6Dn:ler CI rd 
Poi+ftI«l'YI",k Sfress 01;5 C>rde r {)no( h c<,;e N> + .b el'A e in p)(J 'j e) 
..sj'r,ce Sepfember J/~, ).DtXJ I Ct)t>~1 w;·tL i>1Aer Ct>J'T'f>rC~+;Oh 
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T believe f~,s /s sornefAI'y fAaf.1. it);J} ); e ) ,'VI;?}' 
. WiTA __ -Gr f),e rc'sf O'f' ml J;{e~ JAis u)/')/ hf?fJer !eql/t 

rnJ rn,'/\A .. I ht{ve beeh dt'qJn 6s ed as f1h)'s/c~1 / SPX~4.1 
DhiiSe Sl-(rV; vor QhA O~[0f" chrol1/C' he£llfh /.s5·i.{es 2 
h&t vie .-h of fa/ w;tA Of! Cl d4;1j ht:(s/.s,. 

Mes, keJ)(>h/ T w~ -ft:, f~4""'*, YoU, -Gr :J,'';:1'lj me rAe 
Offbr1-uh 0/ fc, kJ r;-k -;J,; s ) e tJ er +0 U • r 4) " )) IJd~o 

; Ve Cl Cop j ~J', fA,s }etl-er fo cth t?( 

I +c?el.f~f I d/~J h/lve ,to }ei 'jbLt know 
etbou+ f~;j· S;fWQ11t;1'1. Cine! 0+ fhe f/rt')e t>'f u)rl}t~ /1 
.3E<iJe me -/-:,-..,e Jo re}e& t:t J;i/le ..slress h""lf wi}), ,'r.. 

yOu ell> ht{ve Ynj pertnls.S/Dil -b COh+Ptc1 and 
and ." h~ eJe rn/ ?),~he 1'1 Ltmher Cln cl etC< dresS ,'-9 jDl<. 

oJc> nee~ '-to whft<cf fh e -k>r {;lV'lj More ,'nfltDr~flbr.. .. 

r AM sM I A f r {; A: e: hj de ~ tl ",f ~'l fJ,£> I,e C! tJ-Pnd ; ~ Sf,JC,),/L 

CkpD~'" B;ZClI\-}-;f')e (,,,,f4J:c CJwrc),. Cind Sf. f'tlfr;cf(s 

Cp)+ho)'c Churc~ ; 11 CDJl{m~ f,{~ 
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