DIOCESE OF TUCSON

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE
P.O.Box 31 * Tucson, Arizona 85702-0031
520-792-3410 FAX 520-792-0291

MRS. JUNE KELLEN March 8, 2002
CHANCELLOR

Dear [

. Thank you for your call late this afternoon informing me of the inappropriate sexual behavior
toward you in the summer of 1974, by a priest that you knew as Father Burns. You had stated
that the priest you had known as Father Burns had been the pastor at St. Peter’s Catholic Church
in Springerville, Arizona in 1974, but went to Thatcher, Arizona in the summer of 1974.

I informed you that we did not have a Father Burns listed in Thatcher, which is a mission church
of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Parish, Safford, Arizona, during the period of time in question nor
had we shown a Father Burns at any time being assigned in the Safford area.

During our telephone conversation, I assured you that we would make every attempt to find out
who this Father Burns could be.

I had asked you to document your experiences with this Father Burns and what had occurred in
the summer of 1974. I await your documentation.

_ I want you to know how truly sorry we are for what you have gone through and
pray that our Lord will be with you and help you in your healing and recovery process.

Please be assured that we are looking into this matter.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

s. June Kellen .
Chancellor

cc: Rev. Van A. Wagner, Vicar Géneral
/éZcon Tim Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup
Mr. Thomas Murphy, Esq.
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DIOCESE OF TUCSON

192 SOUTH STONE AVENUE
P.O.Box 31 'Iucson, Arizona 85702-0031
520-792-3410 FAX 520-792-0291

MRS. JUNE KELLEN

CHANCELLOR March 26, 2002

. Easter greetings to you.

I s | promised to you, I was able to find out the name of the priest that is believed to be
the person whom you had spoken and written about who had caused you great emotional pain for
his unwanted sexual advances toward you in the summer of 1974.

Since the Diocese of Tucson had no record of a Father or Monsignor Bums in the
Safford/Thatcher, Arizona area, I had solicited the help of Deacon Timothy Lujan, Chancellor of
the Diocese of Gallup. ,

The Diocese of Gallup has shared the following message and informiation with me to pass along
to you. “Father James Burns is a priest of the Diocese of Gallup. The Diocese of Gallup
expresses deep regret that this was done to you by one of their priests. They offer their
prayers and ask your forgiveness. While Father Burns was assigned to the Arizona portion
of the Diocese of Gallup, St. Peter’s Church in Springerville, they have no record that he
was officially assigned in any capacity to any parish or agency in or around Thatcher,

_ Arizona, which is in the Diocese of Tucson. Father Burns was removed as an active priest
by Bishop Pelotte, in the early 1990’s. He has been denied the right to practice as a priest
anywhere for any reason at any time.” You may also want to contact the Diocese of Gallup on
this issue.

On behalf of the Diocese of Tucson, again I express to you our deep sadness and regret of what
had happened to you. Please be assured of our prayers for you that God will help to wipe this
experience from your heart and mind and that the Holy Spirit may come into your heart to allow
you to feel his love and grant you the peace that only he can give.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Chancellor

cc: Deacon Timothy Lujan, Chancellor, Diocese of Gallup
Rev. Van A. Wagner, Vicar General, Diocese of Tucson
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