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ORIGINAL 
STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

COUNTY OF coo K ~ 5S: 
IN THE CIRCOIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLJNOIS 

COUNTY OEPARTtlENT ~ LAW DIVISION 

JOHN DOE 116, 

Plaintiff, 

) 

l)) 

) 
iHE CHICAGO PROVINCE OF } 
THE SOCIETY OF JESUS a/k/a ) 
THE JESUITS and FATHER ) 
DONALD J. McGUIRE, S.J., ~ 

Defendants. ) 

No. 07 L 08781 

The discovery deposition of FATHER CIlARlES 
SCHLAX. taken in the above-entitled cause, before 
ANNA MARIA CASTLE, C.S.R. and a Notary Public of 
Will County. I1"nI)is, on the 22nd day of April, 
2009, at the hoor of 1:30 p.m., at Three First 
National Plaz3, 70 West Madison, Suite 5350, 
Chicago, lllil'lOis, pursuant to Subpoena. 

REPORTED BY: ANNA »ARIA CASTlE. CSR 
LICENSE NO,: 084·004148 
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APPEARANCES: 
KERNS, FROST & PEARLMAN, LLC, 
BY, MR. MICHAEL L, BROOKS 
Three First National Plaza 
70 West Madison Street, Suite 5350 
Chicago, 11111"101$ 50602 
(312) 261-4550 
mbrooks@kpfplaw,com 

Representlng the PlaIntiff; 

QUERREY & HARROW, LTD" 
BY: MR. ROBER'!" p, HUEBSCH 
175 West Jackson Boulevard, Suite 1600 
Chicago, !!Iinors 60604 
(312) 540-7000 
rhuebsch@querrey.com 

Representing the Defendant; 

McCARTHY & TOOMEY, 
BY, MR. TIMOTHY TOOMEY 
4433 West Touhy Avenue 
linCOlnwood, Ulinois 60712 
(847) 675-9639 

Representing the Defendant; 
BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA. P.C" 
BY, MS, SUSAN M, HORNER 
330 North Wabash Avenue. 22nd Floor 
Chicago, illinOis 60611 
(312) 840-7082 
shomer@bUrkelaw.com 

Representing the Deponent. 
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Schlax Deposition Exhibit 

No, 1 28 

(Witness swom,) 

FATHER CHARLES SCHLAX, 

called as a witness hereln, having been first duly 

sworn, was examined and testified as foHows: 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BROOKS, 

Q, Could you state your name for the record 

please, sir. 

A Charles Schlax. 

Q. Would you spell the last name. 

A. "5," as In Sam, c~h.l~a~x. 

Q. Thank you, Father Schlax. 

My name is Michael Brooks. 1 represent 

the plaintiffs in a lawsuit currently pending in 

3 

the Circuit Court of Cook Cotmty entitled, John Doe 

116 versus The Society of Jesus, also known as the 

Jesuits and Donald McGuire. 

You are here today pursuant to a Subpoena 

Issued In that case and accepted by your counsel on 

your behalf. 

During the course of this deposltion, I'll 

ask you a serIes of questions. All I'm askIng for 

you to do In return Is to answer to the best of 

your ablUty and to the best of your memory my 
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EXHIBIT 7 



1 things, sir. 1 effect, but I can't remember the words he used. 

2 A. Okay. 2 Q. Okay, Is there anything else about that 

3 Q. Was he more specific other than usIng the 3 conversation with: < that you remember? 

4 term "pervert" to describe Father McGuire? 4 A, He was very nervous, very hesitant to say 

5 A. When he used that word, 1 tried to focus 5 thens, not quite sure what he wanted to say. 
e In. He said. yes, he had sex.ually mistreated him. 6 Q, Did you believe 

7 I forgot - that's not the correct word, but that'S 7 A. 1 believed something was wrong. 

8 what It came down to. 8 Q, And why did you come to that concll,lslon? 
: --------+--9-Q--Q..-Anddid..he...descrlbeJo yOiI any of.1bA"-.. . __ -I1-"9 __ "A.,...,J"u,-,s,,t b""vJ thwt)!s!!m"aw""ne""",. -,H"e"w",a,"s"nC!'t"aL!k",id~tn'-__ -I~' ________ _ 

10 specific Instances of sexual m1streatment? 

11 A. No. 

12 Q. Do you recall anything else about this 

13 conversatJon with about anything else having 

14 been said durIng it, for example? 

15 A. He was very - things said? 

16 Q. Right. 

17 A. He was very - nothing he said 

18 specifically. That was part of the problem. He 

19 was trying to get it out. He couldn't do It. 

20 Q. Did he strike you as being afraid to talk 

21 to yoU? 

22 A. Can you rephrase that a tittle? 

23 Q. Sure. Let me back up a bit. 

24 Do you know why it is that came to 

1 talk to you at this time? 

2 A. Because he was having this problem. 

S Q. Old he ten you whether he had spoken to 

anybody else about It? 4 

5 

6 

A. I don't recall him saying specifically. 
Q, Do you remember how old was at this 

7 time? 

8- A. I would guess 15, but that's a guess. He 

17 

9 was in sophomore year, if I remember correctly. $0 

10 I'm guessfng15. 

11 Q. And other than what you've already 

12 described, what else did he tell you about his 

13 relationship with Father McGuire? 

14 A. HQ used that word ··pervert." 

15 Q. An right. Did indicate to you that 

16 he had spoken to any Jesuit officials about the 

17 abuse? 

1 a A. Not that I recall. 

t9 Q. Old . tel! you anything about spending 

20 the night in Father McGuire's room at Loyola? 

2.1 A Again, I'm not sure - it's vague. I 

22 don't want to say yes or no. 

23 Q. Do you have a vague memory of "" 

24 A. Vague memory of saying something to that 

18 

1 0 school that got in any trouble. 

11 Q. What, If anything, did you do after 

12 speaking to' I about Father McGuire? 

13 A. t left him in the office where we were 

14 talk1ng, and I went and made a phone call to the 

15 Jesuits at toyola Academy. 

16 Q. And I rea!lz.e It's an event that took 

17 place almost 40 years ago, but that being sa1d, do 

18 you remember who at LoyOla Academy you spoke with? 

19 A. I asked to speak to the rector or whoever 

20 was In charge. I didn't have any names. The 

21 person 1 got at the time - first It was a phone 

22 call. It was somebody who said he-was Vice 

23 whatever pOSition he had. Second 1n command my 

24 impression was. 

1 Q, Does vice chancellor sound right? 

2 A. No. The rector or superior or something 

3 like that, but I don't remember. 

4 

5 

6 

Q. l1ake 1t you don't remember Ihat 

gentleman's name? 

A. No,' do not. 
7 Q. Do you remember anyth1ng that was said In 

8 that conversation? 

9 A. I explained the situation to this person, 

10 and I was told that the president or whatever his 

11 office was would get back to me, the head man. 

12 Q. Do you remember if anything else was said 

13 in that conversation? 

14 A. Not much. No, nothing of any SUbstance. 

15 Q. All right. What did you do after having 

16 that conversation? 

A. Went back and talked to told him to 

19 

make sure that his father knew what was going Oil. 

I 
17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
23 

I already koewhts mother was deceased. His father 

knew what was g01ng on. And when I heard from the ';j 

Jesults,l would be In touch with him. 

24 

Q. And did you hear from the Jesuits? 

A. Yes, that same day. 

Q. Do you remember who contacted you? I' 
20 
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1 A. The only time I did. there was a meeting 1 A. I don"t remember. 

2 at Loyola Academy In the spring of '70. He was 2 Q. Old the Jesuits ask you to do anything 

3 there. 3 during this meeting of spring of 1970 with regard 

4 Q. Between November of 1969 and this meeting 4 to the McGuire situation? 

5 in the spring of 1970. did you have any other 5 A. No. 

6 conversation with 6 Q. And did you do anything after this meeting 

7 A. No. 7 with the Jesu1ts? 

8 Q. Do you remember more specifically when 8 A. No. 

--_____ -I......9--..1bis.meelJng.atl.o~Dla!\ca<iIDlly..lo-als.Plac .. l ___ +_-' 9L __ Q,_Jlll!$>Jl_have any,-,oill'h"elL' "co"n",ve"""sa""illio!!n "'wI"thLL_Il-______ _ 
1 0 A. Date and month, no. 10 any Loyola Academy or other Jesuit official 

11 Q. And how is it that you went to Loyola 

12 Academy for this meeting? 

13 A. If 1 remember correctly, the Jesuits 

14 called me and said there was a meeting, come on 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

out. 
Q. Do you remember who from the Jesuits ~M 

A. No. 

Q. - called you? 

Was thls the thIrd phone call that you had 

with the Jesuits regarding t:ather McGuire or had 

21 there been other phone calls in between your second 

22 phone call with t="ather Reinke and this one? 

23 A Those were the only phone caJis. 

24 Q. So as we sit here today, you remember 

25 

1 three phone calls with the Jesuits: Is that right? 

2 A. Correct. 

S Q. And you described them all to us now? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. Tell me what you remember about that 

6 meeting with the Jesuits in the spring of 1970. 

7 A. Not much. t remember It being said that 

8 they were working on the sltuatlon, and that's 

9 about all I remember hearing in the meeting, that I 

10 can recall. 

11 Q, You don't recall what they told you In 

12 terms of how they were working on the situation? 

13 A. l don't remember any details being given. 
14 Q. Do you remember being told at 1hat meeting 

15 or somehow learning at that meeting that 

16 Father McGuire was no longer teaching at Loyola? 

17 A. I can't say for sure. 

18 Q. Did you take any notes at this meeting? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. Do you remember which Jesuit officials or 

21 Loyola officials Were at this meeting? 

22 A. No. 

23 
24 

Q. Do you remember if anyone else was taking 

notes? 

26 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

regarding ; or Father McGuire after the spring 

of 1970 meeting? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you maintain any relationship of any 

kind with ; moving forward from 19701 

A. NQ. 

Q. Did , continue to come to your church 

until 1972? 

A. No. 

Q. Old you ever speak to Donald McGuire agaIn 

21 after that first ~~ strike that. 

22 Did you speak to Father McGuIre after the 

23 in~person conversation that took place that you've 

24 already described? 

27 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

A. No. Pardon me, no. I. 

Q. At some poInt many years later. you were 

contacted by somebody regarding the Father McGuire 

situatton; is that right? 

A. That's correct. 

6 Q. Do you remember When that contact was made 

7 and who made It? 

e A. It's been since I've been at st. Mary's. 

9 And the first contact was Tim Toomey. I don't 

10 remember the exact when. 

11 Q. AU right. Before we get Into that, j'm 

12 going to mark an exhIbit. 

13 (Whereupon, $chlax Deposition 

14 Exhibit No.1 was marked for 

15 identification.) 

16 BY MR BROOKS: 

17 Q, Father, the reporter marked a two-page 

18 document dated November 29. 1969, as Schlax 

19 Deposition Exhibit 1. I'd ask that you review 

20 that, and J'm going to ask you a few questions 

21 aboutlt. 

22 A. Okay. 

23 

24 

Q. Before I ask you specific questions about 

that, let me just ask a couple preliminary 

28 
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1 Q. Have you received any phone calls from 1 A. I believe I asked hIm. 

2 anyone else assoCiated with the Jesuits since 1994? 2: Q. And what did he say? 

3 A. No. 3 A. Idon'tremembertheanswerexactly. 

4 Q. Have you received any documents from 4 Again, he was just not at ease talking. 

5 anyone affiliated with the Jesuits since 2004? 5 Q. When you say you don't remember the answer 

6 A. No. 6 exactly, does that mean you remember It generally 

7 Q. Other than conversations that you've had 7 or you don't remember it at all? 

8 with your attorneys in the recent past, have you 8 A. I don't remember how he answered it at 

______________ ;_~9~QDY.¢rS.wPn$_wlttL~D!LU9Jn~fu~EeL_ ____ t_~9L-~.~II~.--------------______________ ~I~--__ ----____ ___ 
10 Archdiocese of Chicago regarding Donald McGuire? 10 Q. Fair enough, fair enough. 

11 MS. HORNER: JUst to make It clear for the 11 You then wrote a - made a telephone call 

12 record, if I can Interrupt for a moment, I ask you 12 rlght then and there to Loyola Academy? 

13 to exclude from your answer, Father, any 13 A. Correct. 

14 conversations that were between you and your 14 Q. And you spoke wlth someone who said that 

15 attorneys, 15 they would have the head master, for a better term. 

16 rHE WITNESS: Okay. 16 of the schOOl get back in touch wlth you? 

17 When the letter came out in the press, I 17 A. Correct. 

18 did talk to the prJest just so he knew about it. 1 a Q. And that occurred that same day. that 

19 BY MR. BROOKS: 19 occurred that same day, that telephone call. he 

20 Q. Who was that? 20 called you back that same day? 

21 A. Vincent Costello. Father Costelio. 21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Other than Father Costello, is there 22 Q. Was still there or had he left? 

23 anyone else you had spoken to at the archdIocese? 

24 A. No. 

41 

1 MR. BROOKS: Why don'tlstop and tell you I 

2 have no other questions. And turn It over to the 

3 other attorneys here who may have some questions 

4 for you. 

5 EXAMINATION 

6 BY MR. HUEBSCH: 

Q. Father, I just have a few questions for 

you really, kind of things I probably may not have 

heard accurately. 

First of all, my name Is Bob Huebsch. I 

represent the Jesuit order in this case, and I'm 

just here to ask you a few questions as well. 

23 

24 
A. He already left. 

Q. I understand. 

1 And the head master or the person who 

2 called you you think Is 1hls Father Reinke; Is that 

3 correct? 

4 A. Yes, 

5 Q. All right. You explained to Father Reinke 

6 generaHy what: . told you in summary fashion, 

true? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Did you ask Father Reinke at that time to 

keep your name out of this In any way, say, gee, I 

don't want to get Involved, I'm just a messenger 

here, anything like that? 

43 ' 

I 
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7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 
23 

24 

When came to talk to you, that 

conversation took place at the rectory? 

A. Correct. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 
23 

24 

A. No. 1 

Q. Father Reinke said to you in response when I 
you were explaining this about tha~ gee, we (i 

Q. And I believe you said It was you and 

alone in the room? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Now, did you ask during this 

conversation after he relayed and you had told us 

he was hesitant to talk about this but after he 

relayed the word "pelVert" and the like, did you 

ask him if he had told his dad about this 

situation? 

42 

knew something was wrong. something to that effect; II 
is that right? 

A. Something to that effect. It's not exact 

wording. 

Q. Fair enough. But it gave you the 

indication that what, they were aware of this, the 

Jesuits were aware of this situation wlth ? 

A. Well, It gave me the impression they knew 

something was out of kilter. What exactly, 1 don't 

44 : 
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