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May 13,1991

Br. Ricardo Palacio, $.5.C.
Christian Brothers Retreat House
2233 Sulphur Springs Avenpe

5t. Helena, California 94514

Dear Br, Ricardo,

In Tesponse to your telephope call to us, Sunday, February 17, 1991, suggesiing that
certain impreprieties occurred during a retreat conducted by Fr. Donald HeGuire, we
thought it prudent to clarify the events conceraing Fether and our som,

was given the opportunity to travel and be schocied by Fr. McGuire,
supports Father ip his retreats and aids Wim ip nis medical needs, as he 15 among other
things diabetic and suffering from a protruding disc.

He placed the care of our son, physically, spiritua‘l‘ly, and academically, in the hands of
Fr. McGuire, " has been traveling and 2ssisting Fr. since October, 1990, He has
returned home twice since October and we have beep in phone contact with Mm

regularly, His itinerary as well as phone contacts and addresses are known to us at all
times,

" Bpon arrival st the Christian Brother's Retreat House, phoned home to report that
his Tuggage had been Yost by America West, Being well aware of the schedule and what a
retreat given by Fr. Mc@uire involyes, we naturally assumed that would receive
any additfonal assistance he reguired from the Brothers, He were very disappointed to
Yearn that not oy did no one offer to assist Nim in locating his bag but no offer was
m ade of toiletries, etg.

During our telephona conversation, Br. Ricardo, you were requested to keep what was
discussed confidentia)l until owr son returped home, You were assured that we would
discuss your concerns with by tele;‘:uhone in the interim, Shortly afterwards we
were extremely upset to Jearn that not only had you spoken to at least two other priests
and a religious, but that you were not honest when conveying how you acquired our
telephope number. Nor weare you hunest regarding the number of personal conversations
you stated took place between and yourself. Hone of which, according to

ever atcurred, On the contrary, stated that he was disturbed because two
Brothers at the Retreat House were obviowsly pursuing him to spend time with them, Fr,
M cGuire intervened only when the Brothers persisted,

We were also extremely upset to Tearn that 1ess thap a week after your telephone call to
vs, Fr. McGuire was called kome by his Provincial becavse of your unsubstantiated

* accusations. Rot enly wasthis a large financial burden and faconvenience to Father but
was cause for us to question your judgement concerning the situation,

In our opinion, your approach to this situstion was grossly imprudent. &t would have bean
much wiser for all concerned if Fr. M&Guire would have been confromted directly by
you, As a result of your actions the implicatien of scandal e.x. _
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Ve have been assured by our son, that no improprieties occured and that Fr.
Hckuire was at all times perfectly polite ta the retréatants as well as the staff at the
Retreat House, Fr. MeGuire's reputation i= one of ictearity and holiness, Had you
inguired with those organizing the retreat, , they would have

giadly given you a very large and impressive Hst of references, neqinning with Mother
Teresa.

Metrust that this is a closed issue apd that no other reprecussions will follow. We shall

keep you and your staff in our prayers.

God biess vou.

cct Br. Wark Murphy, F.5.C., Provincial
Rev, Donald 3, HeGuire, S,
Rev. Roterk Bild, 5,1, Provincial, Chicago Province
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