CORVERSATION WITR DOR McGUIRE .
January 28, 19%4

Heating with Den follewing his raturn froc B M was extremely
aifficult. ¥ met with him, Eren Daly, and Jip Gschwend on Friday, Jenuary 28.
During the flrst hlmr snd a half, Don exprussed hls anger and frustratien at
the limits inENENEE S and at Fran Daly and myself for not helng
suppoxtive of him. I.t was fa:lﬂ)r free-floating anpger. He wes eatsblishing
his own torritory and indfchted that 1t vas important for hilm te xewlly do
vhat OGcd wanted him to do with the Spiritunl Exercisos. In this, I bolieve he

was posturing somewhat in order to see what he could pet out of hils next
asgipnment.

At the seme btiwe, 1 was happy &n hesr that ho %5 becoming o Lit frear to
express hig feclings slnce he tends to bottle these up especially the negobive
ones, Af the same time, it wes sad to gec tho faect thet he did mot mbnl:‘lon
anything about the original behavier which brought him to .
After listening to Don For s long period of tima, T axpredsed my own hopes and
derires for the future az well as the limits which wotld be in place relative
te bis winlstry,

I told him that ¥ would indeed Iike to "wolk alongside him™ as we wove through
hie re-incorporation inte the Soclety’s strustures but that T would be
balaneing care for him aleng for care for the whole Ghurch and the Suciacy, 1
reminded him that wihat we were trying to do by going with Golombiere was ko
get anothsT opinlon with regerd to his madicsl conditien which fa one of hi=
mejor issues srd, 1 believe, sng of hiz wajor crutehes, There may well be
some physical ailmentn thero but he doos use these to conbrsl siruations, In
nddition, 1 thoughl: it would ba irpoxtant Fox us to work out a getting where
he could conr.imle to do hie .
But ggain this is where ] felt thnt something gocd waz poing om bacguse one of
his disappointmente coming e Chicape wae not beling oble Lo conmect with che
support team that he thought he would be eble wo put in place, And, 1
encouraged him to make contact with these men individuglly sven Lf t\my
wouldn’t be on his support tesm to ses whether or nof he reslly will do
anythiog to raineorpoxate hiveelf into the Society’s structurs., I algo
alortod him to the fact that it could be thot Canlsius Rouse would be closling
evon LE he were Lo stay In Chicage, we might need some other satting.

I reminded him that it was his own bebsvier with tho mingr which pot
im into trouble in tha £irst place. In additfon, Lt was o violatisn of Bob
Wildfs dixestives whidh led to thls., Az a vesule, it wosld be important fox
mé to poaraotee that he would have the kind of supervision necessary for me to
21low bim te return to ministry in any fashion, Certaloly, thera would be np
uwnsupervisad cohtact with miners in his fuome,

And what.ever ministry he would he involved In would reguire & Ealr amount of
seli-digelosure on hie pert in order for kim te live in o healthy manner.

I ﬁied to explain the necessity for the dissolution of the Bellarmine
finansial situation which he establisbed with Leo Klein, He pave me the
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rerspective that such was set up becauso he wos concerped about whether or nob
he could pay for his own way, I assured hip that thet wasn’c & concern on my
part and that 1 wanted him to do everything that he could to re-lncm:poraw
himself into the structure of the Society

What is clesr ig thet the basles pre not golng to change here. Don McGuire is
going te contlnue to try to lead his lifa as independently as possible.

The good news, however, i1s that 1 think ha has potten a bit more inside into
himself and =0 there may e some hope for him te re-conmmeet wlth the Soclety
in such a fashion which would allow him to do ministry.

For now, he is to stey based at Coanlsius Heuse and do no mlnistry antil 1 have
approved 1t. ¥ want him to yxest, to review his inslghts from the past sl or
seven months, te give me some 1dea tn his working with JIm Gschvend as to how
best to preceed for minlstry, and to do the 30 day wetrest which he'd like to

do when it 1z oppropriste. I think even Don knows that this is pot the time
to do such. .

Se 1t ended on & more positive mote than it bepan. But it was an entremely

diffloulf conferepce. Donr has an amazing abllity for moking one feel gullty

ond lese than supportive which, I believe, is typlcal of someome with his
borderline personallty structure,

1 think it will be Iimportant for us to work clorely on this one (Fran Daly,
Jim Gschwend, Joe Downey, and I) in order to see how best to proceed, 1
mentioned that John Harden might be a part of his aftercare progrom and 1
would truest John'g supervislen of Dom in this.

By siorking together (unf especially in conversations) we will aveld the
“spreading® which he 45 able to manage and support one another in remembering
the coptext for comments made and the specifices of challenpes/support offered.
Don really views the world totally through his own eyez, &nd while I believe
him te be capoble of doing some good minlstry In the future, I really am not
certain that it would be within the Soclety.

He mentioned the possibility of having to leave the Soclety and 1 refexrted
back to that again at the end of our conversetion telling him that X thought
such 8 move would have to be clearly from the Holy Splrit but that I
understoed this ss necessary for him to freely lock at his 1ife and where hin
winistry wight taks him. 1 that ls putside the Soclety becsuse of the limirs

_of ministry which I will have to impose pliven his past behavior, then =o be

ft. 1 sincerely hope we will mot get te thet polnt for a mumber of reasons
not the lepst of which Ls Don's owm ability to reek havoc with the Seciety but
a8lso beepuse I don’t think ik would do him or the Church & whole lot of gond
in any case.

Az 1 say, thexe were some good signs, I think Don wis 55 honest as hs could
be, Some of the lssues which he hed wlith Villa §t, John including his
inabllity to celebrate the Eucharlst sounded reasonsble to me. His own desire
to be In contact with Joe Downey and to meet with Joe, Dap Flaherty, and Jim
Gschwend wouzld be wost helpful. It'a this kind of behavior which glves me
some Sort of hope for the furure., But it will not be eassy and &t could be
that there 1s an extremely vough time ahead,
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I don't think this will show until we put the fingl decision together om
ministry but 1t will not be essy. As I veminded Don, he would have to gst to
2 good deal of self-disclosure in any situstion that involves his ministry
becausa he'll need che kind of supervision necessary for me Lo be able o
recompmend him to o bishop In any fashion that would he reasonable.

buring the conversotiom, I found myself praylng an 1ncrgdib1e amount just to
be able to attend to thae izsues that needed attention. Ton 1= bright snd uses
his intellfgence in all kinds of ways--some conmstructive and some destructive.

1 felt 1f I vere using every bit of counselling sk1LIL that I had avallable to
we . ‘

He's a good and generous man who loves the Chugch. But there is n great deal
that is unresolved, I'm ssddened by the fact that after the four apd & half
month mark he stopped working the pregram, He attrlbutes this o the
difficulties with health; I believe would attribute these difficulibles to Jobn
tardon “clearing him" relative to the situarion. 1t does, howevet,
give me hope that we might be &ble to find some kind of after-care structure
vhich would keep Don healthy and alliew him to do mintstry.

Brad Scheaeffer, 83
Jenuary 31, 1994
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