
. FR~ BURNETT SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JO 
EDWARD R. KIRBY & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Redacted April 2014 
TMJA 

PROFESSIONAL lNVESTJGATORS 

783 N. YORK ROAD 
ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 60126-1313 

PHONE (630) 94 1 • 1700 

Released April2014 
EOW,\RO R. KIRllY KEVIN M. R.EAD 

CIIIEI' INVESTIGATOR 1919-1991 

FAX (630) 94 1 • 1750 
www.ki rbyinvestigations.com 

nLL M. LONC~'liRE 
DIRECTOR OF RtS!ARCII 

KAY M. HALL 
SR. INVESTIGATOR 

STEVEN L. KJRBY 
PRESIDENT November 9, 2009 OF COUNSEL 

GLENN P. EIDEN 
U.S. CUSTOMS RET. 

JAMES R. KJRBY 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Mr. James Byrne 
Attorney at Law 
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Joliet IL 60435 

Dear Mr. Byrne: 

Re:~,~····· 
File: _.. 

Per your request, I undertook an assignment to interview ng 
whether or not he had any knowledge if anyone in authority was notified, by himself or anyone 
else, of his being sexually abused while he attended St. in •••• 
~e 1970' s by Father James Burnett. You provided a home address of 
_..and a telephone number ofi , for Mr. ••••••._ 

On Thursday, August 20, 2009 I left a message for ••••••• 
return call was received . 

on his voice mail. No 

On Wednesday, August 26, 2009 I left a message fort~•••••• .. . · on his voice mail. 
No return call was received. 

a~:;;;:~7~: l~O~P~M~, I met with and briefly interviewed a male who 
identified himself as . It is noted that the interview took place with - - . 

·' standing in the doorway and myself standing on the front porch. Throughout the 
interview, repeatedly stated that he wanted to put all of this behind him and didn' t 
want to discuss the matter now or in the future. He stated that while he appreciated "Peter's" 
(Bishop Sartain) willingness to meet with him he did not wish to rehash any of this situation. He 
stated that he wanted nothing to do with the Catholic Church. 

During the course of an approximate I 0 minute interview he related the following: 

• He attended St. •••••._, School through 3rd grade. 

• He was sexually abused by Father Burnett on several occasions in his office when he was 
in 3 rd grade. 

• He never reported the abuse to anyone in authority with 
Catholic Church. 

Certified International investigators • Certified Fraud Examiners 
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• fi I I t . I t • that time was his mother who didn' t believe him 

• He does not know whether or not his mother ever informed anyone of his complaints. 

• As a result of his complaints to his mother, his parents removed him from St. r 
1 

• He has had no contact with Father Burnett since that time. 

• To his knowledge, when he was being abused by Father Burnett no one ever walked in 
on it or otherwise became aware of the abuse. 

• The only person who he knew was aware of his even being alone with Father Burnett 
was a woman (identity unknown) who let him into Burnett' s office on one occasion. 

• He is unaware of any other person (student) who may have been abused by Father 
Burnett but thinks that a former classmate, .- may have been abused; based 
upon a gut feeling. He said that neither nor anyone else at Charles Borromeo 
ever told him that they had been abused by Father Burnett or anyone else and he did not 
know of anyone else ever abused. 

• i said that he was contacted by phone in the past by a female who said she 
was investigating this matter and he told her about . She stated she was going to 
try and locate in Joliet. said that he did not recall her name or 
know who she actually represented. He assumed that she was working for the Diocese. 

• In conclusion, he stated that he had no further information that he wished to discuss and 
reiterated that he wanted to put all of this matter behind him and did not want to be 
contacted by anyone representing the Diocese in the future. 

I then thanked Mr.••••~ for his time and patience and departed the area. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EDWARD R. KIRBY & ASSOCIATES 

~KilfJ 
President ~ 

• 
SLK:kls 
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117 WEST MAPLE AVEN U E 
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. .: 

Apri 1 12, 1900 

~ DEFENDANT'S 
4 E>OH/8/T 

I --A-

Rev. Roger Kaffer 
310 Bridge st . 
Joliet, Ill. 

Dear Father Kaffer 
( 

This will introduce James Raymond Burnett, a member of 
St . Walter's parish, Roselle. He spent t9o yea.rs at 
this grade school, and 4 y~rs at St . Edward High School, 
Elgin . He has j ust informed me that he would like to 
study for the dioeesanpriesthood. 

I can recommedd him unhesitatingly as an excellent candi­
date. He has never given us any trouble. He is quiet, 
studious, and his behaviour is excellent. His parents 
are both good Catholics, and provide a good home for their 
two boys. I sincerely believe that with good seminary 
training he wiLl develop into a good priest. 
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---... Name· 
I • 

Name of parish:~,/~~ - ~-...<~.__ __ 
Address: ~ 

12.a) 
b) 
c) 

13.a) 
Name of pastor: ~ · ~ 
Education (Indicate s~ools and years of gradua~ons) , ~ ~ 

1-~ - SJI. ~~ ~; 7-!' ,§-.l/d4, ~; 1-V 41-,~,..,.0 .,-(J··,Sf 

b) 
14. 
15. 
16. 

)P-7. 
"18. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

25. 
:?.6. 
2'/o 
28. 

Did you partici~te in any athletic activities at school?~. 
Indicate runount of Latin studied: ] 11'--- -t-:1- c:. ~a--cr-. 
Indicate college and seminary cours~ already covered. -
Were you ever dismissed from any school?·~ If so, explain on reverse side. 
Have you earned any degrees? 1&.., If so, explain: 
Have you ever been a candidate for priesthood or brotherhood in any diocese 
or religious order? ~ . If so, name seminary and your immediate superiors. 

Have you ever been refused admittance to such institutions?Jto Explain . on reverse. 

Have you worked since you left school? g..J~': .:;i.r- -1., 4 ~ A.Y-~ 
How long have you wanted to be a pries€'? ~ *. ......:. ,(A ... R,. • .._ . .. 
Why do you want to be a priest? 111~ "(, ,,4 k ~ ~ IJ...r("~ ,G ~ ~ • .4:'1 ~ . 
\'Jhy do you want to study for the JoJlet ~.iocese? ~~;t;--_ ~-~ ~ 
Name who knows you well: 

Any pries relatives; ?t.>. Explain: 
lfuat is your draft §.:Gatus? ~ y. 
Are you a convert?~ A.,. Explain: -
Can you school expenses? 

Letter of recvuiiUOl.L\.&C.)#.J.\Jll 
Baptismal record: 
Confirmation record: 
Marriage record of parents : / 

1o3eminary assigned: ~~ . /. ,r-1:: 
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Aprll 18, 1960 

PERSC&L AND . ccm'IDENTUL 

Rt. Rev. Me gr.o. Joseph A • Wagner 
St. Walter Church 
Roselle, Illinois 

Dear Monsignor Wagnera 

080003 

Jim Burnett was here with his mother and brother today. 
I told him we will acce?t him tor the diocese, and will arrange 

. for a college when his transcript of credits arrives~ 

With sincere thanks and best wishes, I remain, 

Sincere~ yours in Christ, 

Reverend Roger · L . Kaffer 
Assistant Chancellor · 
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Bishop Imesch 
St. Francis of the Woods 
Mokena, 11. 60448 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

It has recently come to the attention of the St. Mary's 

000tl94 

of Mokena Parish, via the grape vine, that Father Burnett's 
days here at St. Mary's are numbered. This news has 
saddened a great many of us, for a good many reasons. 

We have also heard that Father Jim's fate will be decided 
some time in April, which is the reason for th i s letter. 
Please Bishop, see that this is shown to those who hold 
Father Jim's fate in their hands. 

We may not always see eye to eye with Father Jim, but the 
man is a wonderful priest, and he is there for his people. 
He has done so much for this parish, especially with the 

The teens of the parish think the world of him and 
the ver oun . 

m as a ways een ere or me, an my 
family, as he has been wit h a great many other fam i lies. 
He has a wonderful repore with the young, and the youngsters 
of today need someone to look up to. He was instrumental 
in getting us our new and beautiful church, and it just 
doesn't seem fair for him to be taken away. 

Please, if there is just a slim chance that Father Jim could 
just stay a little longer. I am sure that there is much more 
i n store for Father Jim to accomplish here i n Mokena - can't 
you please give him that chance? 

Sincerely, 
Yours in Christ, 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

February 13, 1990 

Dear Friends, 

I received the letter of commendation on behalf 
of Father James Burnett that you sent me recently. I 
could not agree more with your estimation of Father 
Burnett and his ministry. 

The policy of transferring pastors every 12 
years was adopted by the Presbyteral Council several 
years ago. Since that time almost 40 pastors have been 
transferred. To my knowledge, no pastor has ever 
received an ex tens ion beyond 12 years. However, I will 
see that the Personnel Board hears of your request, 
although I am not optimistic that an extension will be 
granted. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most R~~oseph 
Bishop of Joliet 

L. Imesch 

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer 

425 SUMMIT STREET. JOLIET. ILLINOIS 60435 
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Reverend James Bu~nett 
St. Mary Parish 
1951 7 llSth Ave nue, t2 
Mokena, I~ 60448-3203 

Dea~ Jim: 

008096 

January 29, 1990 

I did tcy to see you aftec the meet ing with your 
par ish counc i 1., and was delighted to find out y ou were 
gone. I hope it was f or some re l axat ion o r an evening out ! 
r was n't detighted to miss you, but t was de ligh ted to 
think and hope that yo u might ~e taktng an evenlng of f. I 
wanted to t ell you a l l the wonder f ul things yout" pat" ish 
cou ncil had to say a bou t you, and they wer:e c-ei.te::-ated by 
eve~y staff membe~ I happened to r un i nto. I a lso would 
like youc own views on the profile of your successor, and 
woul d l ilce to talk with you a~ou': the kind of parish you 
would next hope to go to . 

r did war:n the pa dsh counci. t t hat your transfer 
wil l be traumatic for bo th them and you, a death and dying 
experience . It will be d\ffi.cu~t for you to leave and for 
them to have you leave, as i. t wi.tl be difficul t for your 
successor to l e ave his 9a>:i.sh a nd come in to a new 
situation. Both pas to~ an~ people must be aware of that so 
they c an mi n ister to each other's hurts, instead of augment 
them by resenting t he change for both . 

'l' hey asked when i. t s hou ld be pub J. i.e 1. y announced, 
because most of the 9arish is as yet unaware. I told them 
they shoul d t alk to you beca use it r eally must be your 
dec is ion. I admi. tted i n my o wn case that my impending 
transfer from Providence was anno unced twe l. ve months in 
advance. That made the br i dging very e asy, and I put up a 
bold front, laughing on the outside, but I was crying o n 
the i nside, and felt like I was attending my own wake - and 
I wasn't sure I wanted to be at my own wake! Nevertheless, 
the J .O.B. that will come out this week wi ll contain the 
antic i pated vacancies. Moreovec , if it i s announced fairly 
soon, both you and the parish council can he l p your people 
start the grieving process and get through aome of that to 
begin to get ready psychologically to welcome your 
successor. 
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Reverend James Burnett -2- Januarv 29, 1990 

Be assured of my prayers and support. It I can help 
you in any way, let me know. 

With cordial personal regards, and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
Vicar General 

:. 
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<!ONP'IDENTIAL 

Memo re: Patner Jim Burnett 

What a delightful priest I We talked about the 
death and dying for both the individual and the parish 
that Jim can · expect. He already is experiencing it. I 
told him it is right now as though he ware attending his 
own wake, and he might not b~ sure he wants to be at his 
wake. He said he laughs on the ~utsi~e, but feels some of 
the tug the inside. 

him we would expect to assign him in 
DuPage County. He really has no preference. He likes 
school, so that would be no challenge. I pointed out that 
all the parishes in DuPage would have a school probably. 
Jim's first and only real comment was that he likes to be 
directly involved and would like smaller rather than 
larger. I told him that we were thinking larger rather · 
than smaller, and I just wanted him to know that. I told 
him we feel that he could . Rrobably go to any of the 
parishes that are open, that we have great confidence in 
him, and that we feel that he has a great deal of ability 
and, therefore, will probably recommend a larger place. I 
did indicate that his direct involvement would be perhaps 
a little more with staff as well as with people. Be just 
said he hears horror stories about people not getting 
along on staff, but then ·that wo~ld just be something he 
would have· to work with. He expressed no preference, said 
he knows nothing about any of the parishes, and jokingly· 
said if it didn't work, he would come in for a change. I 
said that would be the thi_ng to do, and . he quickly said he 
would not w.ant to do that. It would be his job ~o make 
thin~s ~ork. I believe i~ was ~hen I s~id do . you -have any · · 
prefet-erice m9re rather than less in living .in the house1 
and that . is when he said that he prefers smaller r~ih~r 
than larger, and i~ · was a't that- point 'tt\at I said we were 
thinking of· larger rat~er than smaller for him, an·d _ . l 
wanted to b~ upfr:ont about tha·t. I then ra.n ~own· the 1 ist 
of all' the parishes that . are open in DuPage·- county, ·and he 
gave no indication of an·ything by way <;>f prefer-ence. Be 
said he knows our job. is difficult and he will not , m~ke it 
more· difficult. · I am -sure he will go wherever· we ·a~k him 
to ·go, and I would b~ awfully suprised if he _doesn't say 
yes to whatever is our first offer to him. He is a great 
pri4ust. · · 

RLKrbj~ 
Bish_op Roger Kaffar 

cor Biahop Joseph Imaacn \ \. 
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000102 
January 31, 1991 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Mem~ ·~e: Father James Burnett 

Jim looks tired, older and maybe a bit heavier, but 
I didn't tell him any ot those things. Hie attitude is 
beautiful, as it always is . He is a little concerned 
about some of the •kooks" who are drawn to Sa. Peter & 
Paul. · He fee ls that some come there simply to get away 
from other parishes that they don • t like. He is also a 
bit distressed when his parishioners keep saying they do 
not want to be like St. Raphael, and he himself feels they 
need a little bit of updating. 

Jim is evidently working on collaboration with the 
staff, and feels that is .immensely i mportant. Though it 
waen' t said , I got the underlying impression that -

- was a little more vertical and Jim Burnett is a 
little more horizontal, and it will take some time and 
effort to bring the staff and parishioners from a more 
vertical to a more ho rizontal mode. Jim likes the staff 
and is work i ng with them. 

I ~.sked him specifically a bout H.e 
said ~is doing wel l, but is very headstrong, and 
absol~arners his free time. When he has free time, 
he is always gone. Appare ntly he is also headstrong about 
his own ideas. Jim indicated that he does not fight him. 
He also indicated that Frank Vitus is a wonderful 
gentleman, a wonderful priest, a dedicated worker and that 
he absolutely relies on hirn. I He is a joy to live with 
and work with. . Frank gets· angry or · upset at times 
becau-se I gather doesn't alw£?,ys cart:'y his s'hare of 
the load. I urged Jim t ·o· conf-ront pointing out 
that many· times .young priests are late adolescen·ts and 
need guidance and help. 

Jim said they need a little more space for , the grand 
pi~no, and he want'd to te~ove part of the communion rail, 
but pari':shioners almost had a stroke. · Be st i 11 ·thinks 
they . might remove just two or · tht'ee f~e~ of it, an~ · that'' s 
okay with Jim. · Though he W'otil~ juat &!f· sopn see th• ·. 
whole communion rail_. gone, he will riot remove it. 
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Memo re: rather James Burnett -2- January 31,1991 

I commended him for his fidelity in visiting his 
~arents, but also told him that is not the same as a day 
ott or recreation for himself. Be said he would work on 
that. He has seen "Phantom of the Opera." 

Jim is a real gentleman and a wonderful priest. I 
commended him and thanked him not only for vhat be does, 
but for vho he is. I told him ve knew we vera giving him 
a big job, but had recommended him for Sa. Peter & Paul 
because ve vera confident he could handle it. 

Bishop Roger Kaffer 

RLK:bjd 

cc: Bishop Joseph Imesch 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Reverend James Burnett 
SS Peter & Paul Parish 
26 N. Ellsworth Avenue 
Naperville, IL 60540-4697 

Dear Jim, 

000104 

July 16, 1991 

I had the opportunity to speak with Larry Gibbs 
about his place of residence while he serves as 
chaplain at Elmhurst College and North Central College. 
I had some question about whether there would be room 
for ~Peter & Paul, given the understanding 
thatllllllllllllmight be living there. 

Would you be agreeable to having Larry in 
residence at the parish, assisting you with daily and 
Sunday Masses, as well as providing you with other 
assistance as mutually agreed upon. Larry and I 
proposed that the compensation for his ministry in the 
parish would be the payment of his benefits, namely 
retirement, health insurance and automobile insurance. 
His salary would be paid from the Campus Ministry 
budget of the diocese. If this arrangement is agreeable 
to you, or if you would wish to propose some other 
arrangement, I would appreciate it. if you would contact 
me by phone or by mail. 

Larry would plan on corning to the parish on 
August 19th if everything is favorable. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Mol:e~/!; Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

~cc-Reverend Lawrence Gibbs 

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOUET. ILLINOIS 60435 
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080101 
November 10, 1992 

COIIriDBftiAL 

Memo rea rather Jim Burnett 

J'i• and I began by · cUaouaal-ng La~y <;ibbs, but I 
rather quickly changed the foaua to Jim Burnett himself. 

Jim really seems to b• doing a fine job a ·s pastor 
of sa. Peter & Paul. Be ~- a bit difficult 
following 11111111111 because llllllllllltended to be much 
more dire~ Jim Burnett tends to be much more 
collaborative. Moreover, Jim· Burnett point• out to the 
ataff that they have been t .here for a long time and know 
more than he . doea, and ao everyone must work together. 
I gather that aome of the people look for him to make 
more decisions than he cares to do. 

Confirmation is a donnaybrook. Last year, due to 
the protests of some parents, Jim did •llow about 20 to 
be confirmed in eighth grade at the Cathedr-al. This year 
about 67 eighth graders want · to be confirmed in eighth 
grade. . Jim himaelf . realty believes in high achool 
confirmation, and asked me if the bishops couldn't make 
up their minds for hiqh school, but . . he fe~Yi- that if we 
do agree on anything, it wquld be at eighth ' 4rade anyway. 

Two added difficulties are the desire of people to 
have their people in Catholic s.choo)., · and the physical 
inability of sa. Peter a Paul to accommodate more. 
People w·ant Jim to build mpl:'e classrqoms and he refuses. 
Be tells them to talk to their own pastors. The pastors 
traditionally ·have blamed uhe . at,.~ though they 
know it'• not true. Jim said: ....... L would not 
atal't a school . simply ·bec~uee he i~ about to lea~e, and . 
~ won'-t b·ec:ause l\e c9oeen't 'believe -in ca.ttholic · 

achools evidently. Jim Bur:-('let.t said. that ·'a· is 
a Very URU8Ua1 .man, and he 111ade . it 'clear that he WIS8 
eayinCJ that in' a ·poeitiv• and . not; in a negati-,e aenee. 
-He eeema t:o admi-re hi.m. · 

- . -·· 
. . . 
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He did mention that ~is very sensitive 
and melancholic, and feels· he is always a bridesmaid and 
.never a bc-id• ae far as becoming a pastor. 

Jim likes ~- but finds him to il...slJ, a 
differet)t generat~has twice confronted - on 
•ehopping people t s he_ads off• when the people come to Jim 
Burnett. He does think that · · is improving 
and also admits a difference in u~~erstanding of ministry 
and . styles of miniiltry. But Jim said his own 
parishioner, - ';z::, and he · have totally 
different styles of ministry. I · guess I am ple·asantly 
surprised that Jim Burnett is as confrontative with~ 

.~as he apparently is. Raving eeen him at several 
diocesan functions recently, hav:ing worked with him on 
the Gibbs' situation and just getting more of his 
philosophy and watching him a bit in action, it struck me 
today, I think for the first time, that he may well have 
the qualities of a wonderful bishop, pastoral and 
collaborative, gentle but firm. 

At the , very beginning, . we talked · about Larry 
Gibbs. Jim sa.'id ~had a problem at first, 
living in the house~, and not knowing much· 

him. Then a good fc-iend of Sist 

.. 

.· 
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J une 23, 1993 

Bishop Imsch has asked me to acknowledge your recent 
letter. I am glad you sent rather Burnett a carbon copy. It seeme 
to me that your CXIIIplaint is about the telephone manners of the 
pariah secretary. We do have annual days for the parish 
secretaries, but any of us can get awamped on a given day, I am 
sure. 

I cringed when you mentioned your expectation of a reply 
phone call fran Father Burnett within 24 hours. It is sometimes 
days before I physically would be able to return phone calls, 
unless I were to do it between lllOO p.m. and 5:00 a.m., at which 
time I am sure the people would not appreciate being called. 

I j ust returned from a meeting of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops , and there are sene bishope whose dioceses do not 
have a lot more Catholic metrbers than does Ss. Peter & Paul Parish. 
Renee, hther Burnett does have tremendous responsibilities. To 
the best of my recollection, yours is the first caaplaint I have 
ever heard about Father Burnett , though I have heard countless 
compliments of him, his pastoral concern and ministry over the last 
.eeveral decades. It ie unfortunate that you had an unhappy 
experience. I am sorry you did. 

Enclosed is a prayer I ~ on Cal vary after sayin;1 Mass 
there on my favorite feast , the Peast of the Seem Heart, in 1984. 
It helpe me through a lot ot tough situationa and, hopefully , will 
be helpful to you too. 

With co~ial best wishes, aoo with a plea and a praoise of 
continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart , 

Moat Reverend Roger t. !Caffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of 3oliet 
Vicar General 
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Diocese of Joliet 
Chancery 815-722-6606 

5D:JUbllee 
Fax 8 1 5-722·6602 

CElEIMTINCi 04UIIOI 
Cll.lATING C:Otti1UNITY 

Reverend James Burnett 
Ss. Peter & Paul Parish 
3 6 N. Ellsworth 
Naperville, IL 60540-4697 

Dear Father Burnett: 

425 Summit Street 
joliet. Illinois 604 3 S 

February 21,2000 

As an associate pastor, Father assigned toSs. Peter 
& Paul in Naperville from June 18, 21 1989. If anyone is 
aware of any inappropriate behavior including 
inappropriate computer contacts, please contact the parish and/or the 
Chancery, so that it may be investigated and that pastoral assistance may 
be provided. 

Please place this announcement in your next Sunday bulletin. Thank 
you. 

With cordial personal regards and with a plea and a promise of 
continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

-~-~Z:-~ 
Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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~~sed Aprii 2D14 Memo re: Father James Burnett -2- August 25, 2001 

He said that ~ But Jim said when he was in the 
seminary, there were some eccentric monks who even talked to trees. But he 
said the day will probably come when he himself will be talking to trees, and he 
~that somebody will be understanding of and patient with him! But 
~helpful, and I guess periodically Jim will call~on something, 
but apparently it is working out pretty well. He doesn't know how his successor 
will handle it. 

He does go to cluster meetings, prays the Breviary, makes a retreat, and 
does think that there are a number of good prospects for the priesthood in Ss. 
Peter & Paul Parish. He would guess there are about five right now, but he said 
so many of them want to go on to college before they consider priesthood. 

I then brought up with him his own transfer at the end of this year, and 
asked if he has any preferences. We went over the list of parishes that will be 
open, and though he did not mention any one in particular, I simply ca.q1e away 
with the impression that he would probably be pretty open to St. Petronille's in 
Glen Ellyn. I simply told him to think about it and we would be talking, and he 
said he has been thinking about it. 

1 don't think we even traded blessings because he was in a hurry to get 
to the wake before the funeral. (He lamented that every funeral is different. This 
person died sometime ago, and it will be a wake with the ashes and then a Mass, 
I guess also with the ashes.) 

- who didn't seem to be 
room upstairs, and was going to look for 

It was really a pleasant visit. 

Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 

RLK:bjd 

cc: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 
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2014 Chancery 

425 Summit St. 
Jol iet, Illinois 60435 

Very Reverend James Burnett 
Cathedral of St. Raymond 
604 N. Raynor Avenue 
Joliet, IL 60435 

Dear Father Burnett, 

815-722-6606 
Fox 815·722-6602 

June 11, 2004 

As part of our safe environment efforts toward protecting children, 
priests were asked to complete a form acknowledging they had received 
and had reviewed the Pastoral Policy Regarding Sexual Abuse of Minors, 
as well as the Standards of Behavior for Those Working with Minors. All 
priests were also asked to send the results of their background check to 
the Chancery. 

In reviewing our records, I noted that we do not have the following 
information on file for you: 

./ Acknowledgement form (If this is checked, a copy of the 
form is enclosed. Please complete the form and fax it to the 
Chancery by next week.) Fax (815-722-6602) 

_ Background check information (If this is checked, please fax 
your background check results to the Chancery by next 
week.) Fax (815-722-6602) 

Thank you for your efforts in helping to keep the children of our 
Diocese safe. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~4,#~/$!Y 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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Diocese of joliet 
Chancery 

425 Summit St. 
Jo liet, Ill inois 60435 

Very Reverend James Burnett 
Cathedral of St. Raymond 
604 N. Raynor Avenue 
Joliet, IL 60435 

Dear Father Burnett, 

·- -4-lu o 2 os---
815-722-6606 
Fox 8 15-722-6602 

September 3, 2004 

As part of the implementation of the Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People, each diocese will be audited once again as to 
its compliance with the Charter and the Norms. 

Our Diocese will be audited the week of September 19, 2004. 
Members of the audit team assigned to us have indicated that they might 
like to interview you, as a pastor, either in person at the Chancery or by 
telephone. 

For that reason, I am requesting that you inform me in writing as to 
any and all of the times . you might be available for an for an interview 
either on September 20 (afternoon), September 21 (morning and/or 
afternoon), September 22 (morning and/or afternoon) or September 23 
(morning). Although I do not know how long the interview will be, it will 
probably not exceed one hour. Please send me this information by fax 
(815-722-6602) or by mail no later than September 9, 2004. 

May God bless you and your work for the Church! 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

9 -'~< 4. ~ •• _;.:_,NT 

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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2014 Chancery 

425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Very Reverend James Burnett 
Cathedral of St. Raymond 
604 North Raynor Avenue 
Joliet, IL 60435-6099 

Dear Father Burnett, 

8 15-722-6606 
f ox 815-722-6602 

February 17, 2005 

Bishop lmesch would like to invite you to be an honored concelebrant 
at the Chrism Mass on Monday, March 21, 2005, beginning at 7:00p.m. at 
the Cathedral. As the Rector of the Cathedral, you will be seated in the 
sanctuary along with the other concelebrants who are being honored. 

Please respond to this invitation no later than Tuesday, March 8 by 
calling 815-722-6606. Your response is important so that preparations may 
be made for the dinner preceding the Chrism Mass as well as for seating 
arrangements in the sanctuary. Please note, this year's dinner will be held at 
St. Mary Nativity Parish, not at the Cathedral. 

A chasuble and a stole will be provided by the Cathedral. Please 
bring your own alb. 

With every best wish, I am 

S:IWPDOCSIFORMLETTERSILET·JUBILIARIANS 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

rd ff~/.!)Z, 

Sister Judith A. Davies, O.S.F. 
Chancellor 



FR. BURNETT SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 235 

Redacted April2014 

~~sed April 2014 (J 0 21 Q 

March 22, 2005 

Reverend James Burnett & Staff 
Cathedral of St. Raymond 
604 N. Raynor Avenue 
Joliet, IL 60435 

Dear Jim, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful Easter Lily. I still have your poinsettia in 
my chapel! It is much better this year than it was last year - last year it was gone 
before Christmas. This year, I keep watering it and it is still there. 

Also, I don't think the Chrism Mass was ever more beautiful than it was this 
year. Congratulations to you and your staff for the wonderful, wonderful job in every 
way. 

With cordial personal regards, and with a plea and a promise of continued 
mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet (Retired) 
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CONFIDENTIAL FILE MEMORANDUM 

December 20, 2005 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Allegation 

This afternoon, I spoke with Sister 
of Religious Education at St. Joseph Pa · r 
contacted me because she received an allegation against one of our priests 
last night and knew she had to make a report. 

The gentleman who spoke with Sister id he was giving 
her the information "in confidence." Sister had called her three 
times yesterday. The second time he called, Sister was just sitting down to 
dinner so she told the gentleman to call back later. During the next call, the 
man alleged that while he was in second grade at St. Mary School in Mokena, 
Father James Burnett had abused him in the confessional. The man said that 
when he entered the confessional, Father told him to pull his pants down, then 
touched his penis. 

The man told Sister that afterwards, Father Burnett was 
his "champion." Father protected him from playground bullies and defended 
him whenever he got in trouble with any of the teachers. 

~cause he had asked that the matter remain confidential, Sister ­
- said she could not reveal the man's name but unknowingly ~me 
his first name when she said that on the second call she had asked - to 
call back later. When questioned, Sister gave the priest's name. She said that 
the man (who lives out of state) said that Sister was the first person he had 
ever told about the abuse. The man told her that he was not after money, did 
not want Father removed from ministry, did not want the matter to be made 
public, but was only concerned that no one else be hurt because if Father 
abused him it was likely others had been abused also. When I asked about 
counseling, Sister said something similar to 'he had his life together.' 

5i: f•c IJ. 41c«~416" er Judith A. Davies, SF 
Chancellor 
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CONFIDENTIAL FILE MEMORANDUM 

December 21, 2005 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Allegation 

When it was learned that the man's name 
the H with 

<:>nr•rc<"'' and phone number: 

I called him that I understood he had contacted the 
Herald News with an allegation of sexual abuse by one of our priests. I said 
that the Diocese takes allegations very seriously and that a Mr. Steve Kirby, 
who is a representative of the Diocesan Review Committee, would like to 
speak with him regarding the allegation. -was very nonchalant 
when he responded that he would speak~ 

id he had not called the Herald News but th~ 
I asked the connection with­

was that 
number was g had found 
name and phone number on the him. 

The conversation ended with ying that he should have 
called someone years ago because others were probably abused. 

gi,Jee a &.,..~NF :e; Judith A. Davies: F 
Chancellor 
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Sister Judith 

Please call 

(f0 213 

He left two 
messa~y ·I last night one at 6 and the other at 6:04. 
He is ~ says that he was sexually abused by Fr. 
Burnett from frrst grade thru 4th from St. Mary 
Mokena in- He has talked to was interviewed 
by him for over a half hour about 3 weeks ago. He has heard nothing 
further. He talked to - yesterday who said they were working on 
it. He has not gone public with this even though he has been called by 
the Joliet Herald. He has talked to a couple of attorneys who want his 
case but has not signed with anyone yet. 

He said he attempted to call Fr. Burnett 7 times over the years but he 
has never returned his calls. He called him in Naperville and at the 
Cathedral. 

He said that when all this happened Fr. Burnett told him not to tell 
anyone that it was secret between him and God. 

He said that he learned that his was molested by Fr. Bill 
Virtue. He said that Fr. Virtue picked them up at home and took them 
to the woods. He to stay and that he walked ahead with -
~as afraid so he a tree. He can remember 
brother with his 

-1-6-05 
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.~ .. . . 

Sister Judith 
00 214"' 

Please call He left two 
: . ' . messag~llas other at 6:04. 

He is a~d says that hew~ sexually abused by Fr. 
Burnett from first grade tbru 4th St .sr~~'Y 
Mokena~ He has talked to was ~\ 
by rum for over a half~~bout ago. has heard nothing 
further. He talked to .. yesterday who said they were working on 
it. He has not gone public with this even though he has been called by 
the Joliet Herald. He has talked to a couple of attorneys who want his 
case but has not signed with anyone yet. 

He said he attempted to call Fr. Burnett 7 times over the years but he 
has never returned his calls. He called him in Naperville and at the 
Cathedral. · 

He said that when all this happened Fr. Burnett told him not to tell 
anyone that it was secret between him and God. 

He said that he learned that his brother . was molested by Fr. Bill 
Virtue. He said that Fr. Virtue picked them up at home and took them 
to the woods. He told . to stay and that be walked ahead with-

- was afraid so he hide behind a tree. He can remember his 

1-6-05 
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FILE MEMORANDUM 

January 6, 2006 

FROM: 

RE: 

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

morning I spoke with 
regarding the process 

I told him that: 

00 2.15 

of 

•His phone messages were received at the Bishop's office and I was 
responding for the Bishop since he is out-of-town at a meeting. 
•His allegation was received just prior to the diocesan offices being closed 
for the holidays. Offices re-opened this Tuesday and that is why there 
was somewhat of a delay. 
•The Diocese takes all allegation seriously, appreciates that he had come 
forward. 
• The fact that an interview was conducted so quickly with him shows that 
the Diocese does take allegations very seriously. 
•We realize this can be a very difficult time for him because the process 
that the Diocese uses does take time, can be difficult for the one who has 
made the allegation and that we do appreciate his patience. 

I then asked he would be interested in knowing the 
process that the Diocese uses whenever an allegation is received. On 
hearing a positive response, I told him that a person conducts interviews 
on behalf of the Review Committ~ information from the one 
making the allegation. With that, _.._interrupted, saying that he 
had already been interviewed. I acknowledged his comment, continued 
with stating that information is also gathered from family members and 
that the time in which this can be achieved depends on the cooperation of 
those being interviewed, then asked if we could interview any members of 
his family, and asked whether he wanted to give me a list of his fa~ 

on. -
1 said we'd 

need a list so he took our number: I said that I'm 
not sure where things are right now, don't have any information as to who 
might have been interviewed but I do know the process is going forward 
and asked once more for his patience. 

Next I told - that the Review Committee composed of 
volunteers, (i.e. th~n attorneys, etc.) reviews the allegation 

1 
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and all information received, then determines if more information is 
necessary, decides if there is need for the temporary removal of the 
accused and makes a recommendation to the Bishop as to what ought to 
happen. I proceeded saying that the 

there could be communication with him. 

When I asked how he was affected by what 
happened, he responded "fighting." When asked when he realized there 
was a connection between what happened to him and his problems, he 
said it was "right away." After the abuse first happened he began fighting 
and that the abuse continued to 5th grade. He became a bully, would ............... ..... -• ......... . 

the message left at the Chancery, 
with two lawyers. He said they were 

I told that things really cannot proceed until we 
receive more information. He said that Mr. Kirby can call him at anytime. 

said that he would never forget the priest's hands. 
They were white, "like gho clean fingers, like professional", 
'and business and soft.' said he attempted to .... ,.... ... ~"'""t 
priest for 10 while he was 1n 

secretaries and answering machines did not say anything 
about sexual abuse. He wanted to "know why you did what you did." He 
said that the priest did not have the courage to return his all eve though he 
left six or seven messages. 

Other information 
happened 20 years ago. 

The abuse 

2 

'' 
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Janu~ 
RE:----

that if he ever wanted to talk, please call me at 
If I was not available, leave a message and I would call 

him back as soon also welcome to speak with Sister 
said that he had already talked with 

provided for by the Diocese. 
m to take advantage of counseling 

ay 
would know there was follow-up. 

it 4¥4 4ud~Atr 
er Judith A. Davies, SF 

Chancellor 

3 
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Sent: Sunday, January 08, 2006 11 :11 PM 

To: 

Subject: sexual abuse 

Sister Judith I am very dJSai:>PomtE~a 
that I attended 

uO 218 

well aware of these abuse but I still understand that Father Burnette still at StRay and Father Bill is still in 
Peoria. I think you both have forgotton your position to help the victims. I have failed to see how either of you 
have helped my family. You both have ignored that sexual abuse allegations which in your heart you believe is 
t I f I dd ed f both d II f h. II . b d I . · • l:t ... I I • • It - • - • I • I • . • 

• • I 1'"'*1'"'1 111: '"'II tl'"' 

1/9/200() 
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From: Sr. Judith Davies 

Sent: ~o. 2006 12:04 PM 

To:-
Subject: RE: sexual abuse 

Dear-
This is a response to your message of January 9. 

(JQ 219 

The Diocese of Joliet takes all allegations of sexual abuse very seriously. Wlen the allegation of abuse by Father 
Virtue was made, I contacted the Diocese of Peoria since Father is a priest of that diocese. It is appropriate that 
the Peoria Diocese handle~llegation and deal with Father Virtue since the Diocese of Joliet has no 
jurisdiction whatsoever ove"'r""r.rnler. 
When the Joliet Diocese became aware of your brother -!legation, we took immediate action. ~as 
interviewed on behalf of the Diocesan Review Committee as soon as possible prior to the Christmas holidays. 
The process of information gathering is continuing so that when the Review Committee convenes in mid­
February, it will be able to review the allegation and all information received to date, then determine if more 
Information is necessary. If the Committee decided more information is needed before proceeding, more will be 
gathered. Otherwise, the Committee will make a recommendation to Bishop lmesch regarding the accused 
• . t 

• e I I gy y g y 
please resend? The forwarded message 
I am available to speak with you by phone 
May God bless you. 

1 
Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

1110/2006 

in person should you wish: 

y u 
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l 

J AMES C . BYRNE 

J . OAN IE\. McGRATH, J R . 

Mr. James Glasgow 
Will County States Attorney 
121 N. Chicago·Street 
Joliet, IL 60432 

Dear Mr. Glasgow: 

815 NORTH \.AR KIN AVENUE ·SU ITE 20;! 

JOLIBT, ILLINOIS 6040~ 

TI:LEPHONE (81Sl 744·7171 

~/0( ( 8 15) 744·7179 

January 23, 2006 

Re: . Allegations 

This letter is pursuant to the Diocese policy to inform State's Attorneys of allegations of 
sexual abuse by one of its clergy or other personnel. 

At the end of December the Diocese first received an allegation by-that he 
was sexually abused in approximately 1985 while a student at one of the ~ 

The priest that he has accused is presently in ministry assigned to one of the Diocese parishes. 
/ 

The Diocese Review Committee is in the process of obtaining as much information as 
possible in order to make a determination whether or not the aHegations is credible or not credible . 

During the pendency of an allegation dating back thi·s number of-years, the Diocese ordinarily 
does not remove a priest from ministry, until the Review Committee has made•,a determination. 

During this period of time the priest is obviously.instructed to h.ave no contact w.ith children 
and in this particular instance there is anothXr priest in'th~ Rectory who is aware that allegations have 
been made and is .monitoring the priest in question. . . 



·\ 
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(fU 
; I 
• f 

! 1 r · v.' ~I 

Mr J<~nh:S Glasgow 

January 23. 2006 
Page 2 

The Diocese is committed to furnish whatever information you may request which will 
obviously include the full identifying information of all parties. However. before doing so I would 
resprctfully request that you would have a Grand Jury Subpoena issued. 

I understand that it is your opinion that the Freedom oflnformation Act would not enti tle the 
media to this type of data furnished by the Diocese. However, your predecessor in office had u 
comrary opinion and there is a concern that a newspaper may be willing to litigate this issue andtor 
a subsequent State's Attorney at a futme date may release the infoFmation if it is not provided suhjccl 

to. a subpoena. 

· My Best Regards, 

l:~ (_J f};w.--
0 a C. Byrne 

.ICB/skm 

•. 
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SECOND DRAFT (January 25, 2006) 
Recommendations of Bishop lmesch incorporated . 

00 ~22 

When the Diocese first learned of the allegation against Father _ _ _ 
about conduct that was alleged to have occurred 20 years ago, prompt 
action was taken . The accuser, Mr. , was interviewed by an 
outside private investigator. The same investigator interviewed other 
family members in an attempt to gather more information about the 
accusation . The priest was also interviewed and denied any inappropriate 
conduct with Mr. - -----

In accord with diocesan policy, the Will County States Attorney's Office 
was notified that an allegation had been made. The Diocese offered to 
assist the States Attorney's Office, if further information was needed. 

At the time, there was not sufficient information at the time to remove the 
priest from ministry. Another priest in the rectory knew that an allegation 
had been made and was asked to monitor Father 's activity. 
Father was asked at the outset to avoid any contact with young 
children. Both parish and school staffs had participated in training 
sessions of Protecting God's Children and would have been aware of any 
warning signs. 

The allegation was brought to the Diocesan Review Committee. Once the 
Committee reviewed all of the information at hand, 

A. it determined that further verification was needed before making a 
recommendation to Bishop lmesch. 

B. it made a recommendation to Bishop lmesch that 
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FILE MEMORANDUM 

January 26, 2006 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Case 

Bishop lmesch spoke with Sister 
Religious Education for the Cathedral of 
agreed to monitor Father James Burnett. 

OSF, Director of 
s morning. She 

When asked about confessions, Sister - said that 
confessions for students might have been held during Lent and Advent. The 
confessional was used on Saturdays. The office door had clear glass. 

In a later conversation with me, Sister - said since she was 
looking back 20 years, she was not sure if confessions were heard during 
Advent and Lent for classes of students. 

Sister- recalled that if many confessions were heard, i.e. at the 
time of First Confession, they took place in an office, in the sacristy and in the 
confessional. The ordinary place for confession including confession on 
Saturdays was the confessional located at the rear of the church, not the office 
nor the sacristy. 

Sister ~ascribed the office as having a glass brick wall with a 
door having a clear glass panel. Anyone walking by could have looked into the 
room. For the times that confessions were heard in the sacristy, a.kneeler 
would have been set up in the sacristy itself and students would have lined u_p 
in the sanctuary. 

~d Sister - if she knew the age difference between 
- nd she said she had a yearbook at her 
convent that would have the information. Sister will contact me sometime 
tomorrow. 

• 
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MEMORANQUM 

February 7, 2006 

TO: 

FROM: 

Priests of the Diocese of Joliet 

Slster Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend James Burnett 

Following Is the text of a press releaee regarding an allegation 
made against Father James Burnett. · Please keep Falher Burnett in your 
prayers. 

~di· ~ d,.4 e~,. 
erJudlth A. Oaviesl SF 

Chancellor 

JOLIET February 7, 2006 As soon as the DiOcese learned of the 
allegation against Father James Burnett regarding inappropriate conduct 
that was to have occurred over 25 years ago, the following steps were 
taken: The who allegation was Interviewed Within 24 hours 

Father Burnett was interviewed and denied 
persons were designated to monitor Father Bumett. 

He was told not to have contact with children. The County States 
Attomey's Office wes informed that an allegation had been made. 
Information relating to the on-going Investigation will be discussed by the 
Diocesan Review Committee. 

Although Father Burnett continues to deny the sllegatlons, Bishop lmesch 
has placed Father Burnett on administrative leave until the matter is 
resolved. 

Whenever an adult comes forward with an allegation of abuse that was to 
have occurred over 20..30 years ago, 111s the policy of the Diocese that the 
priest remain in ministry until the allegation has been determined credible. 
However, the priest is monitored while the Investigation 18 being 
conducted, is told not to have any contact with chldren, and the matter Is 

; ; • : :;"1 : ~ : ! ••••• - - .J.i a.;• 

' ::_ - I I • Ill : • 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 7, 2006 

TO: Priests of the Diocese of Joliet 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend James Burnett 

Following is the text of a press release regarding an allegation 
made against Father James Burnett. Please keep Father Burnett in your 
prayers. 

~4.!1!4:~4-~ 
:er:iudith A. Davies, SF 

Chancellor 

JOLIET February 7, 2006 As soon as the Diocese learned of the 
allegation against Father James Burnett regarding inappropriate conduct 
that was to have occurred over 25 years ago, the following steps were 
taken: The man who made the allegation was interviewed within 24 hours 

Father Burnett was interviewed and denied 
any g. persons were designated to monitor Father Burnett. 
He was told not to have contact with children. The County States 
Attorney's Office was informed that an allegation had been made. 
Information relating to the on-going investigation will be discussed by the 
Diocesan Review Committee. 

Although Father Burnett continues to deny the allegations, Bishop lmesch 
has placed Father Burnett on administrative leave until the matter is 
resolved. 

Whenever an adult comes forward with an allegation of abuse that was to 
have occurred over 20-30 years ago, it is the policy of the Diocese that the 
priest remain in ministry until the allegation has been determined credible. 
However, the priest is monitored while the investigation is being 
conducted, is told not to have any contact with children, and the matter is 
referred to the Diocesan Review Committee. The States Attorn s Office 
is also informed. 
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Cathedral of St Raymond School 
71 J Do11g1M Street 

February 7, 2008 

Dear Parents and Students, 

uo 23~ 

This morning I received word that Father Burnett has been placed on 
administrative leave by Bishop lmesch. The reason for this action regards 
alleged Inappropriate conduct that transpired over twenty-five years ago. 

Father Burnett denies any wrongdoing. The allegations are being 
processed by the Diocesan Review Committee. 

I will make every attempt to keep you Informed on this Important Issue. I 
aak for the prayers of everyone for our parish and school during this most 
difficult of times. 

Thank you. 
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Hi there -- asked me to forward this to you. 

To: 
Subject: Clergy abuse victim wants his abuser removed 

Clergy Sex Abuse Victim Wants His Abuser Removed 

Allegation Was Reported Months Ago But Priest Is Still in Ministry 

He's Now~~tCiq At Joliet's Catholic Cathedral 

Bishop Imesch Urged To "Act Now To Protect Kids" 

What: 
At a news conference, a clergy sex abuse victim and his attorneys will urge 
Joliet Catholic officials to 
suspend a priest who was reported as a child molester two months ago but 
remains in active parish minis~ry today · 

When: 
toDAY, Tuesday, Feb. 7, 12:30p.rn.__) 

! 
Where: 

(J.O 23 3 

At the law firm of Kerns, Pitrof, Frost & Pearlman, Three First National Plaza, 
70 W. Madison (Suite 5350) in downtown Chicago IL 

Who: 
One of the priest's 
his attorneYS. -
Visuals: 
Photos of the offending priest and the gctim as a chik!)rill be available. 

Why: 
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~~~sed Aprii2014 Church officials have written Shanahan that they won't be able to ')rocess" 
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I 

Concerned about the safety of other children today and his attorneys 
will publicly call on Joliet Bishop Joseph Imesch to remove the cleric now, and 
every other cleric who's been accused of child molestation, pending further 
investigation. 

though he has neyer met personally with him or his family. 

Ordained in 1968, Burnett worked at parishes indfensenvillJ (St Charles 
Borr_?meo 1969-1975@ena}St. Mary's Church 1976-1990), and 
~pervil~ (Sts. Peter and Paul Church 1991-2002). He has been assigned to 
the cathedral since 2003. 

No civil lawsuit is being filed today but one may be filed in the near future. 

Contact: 
Attorney Jeff Anderson of St. Paul 612 817 8665 cell 

' • ' ' I 773 368 0142 cell 
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I 
From: Thomas E. Kerber 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: DIOCESE OF JOLIET: STATEMENT CLARIFICATION 

DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Contact: Mr. Thomas Kerber 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

JOLIET February 7, 2006 As clarification to our earlier statement: The Joliet Diocese learned of the 

1 
allegation against Father James Burnett just before Christmas. He was monitored by a priest in the 
rectory and by a staff member at the parish. Father Burnett was placed on administrative leave 
effective today meaning he left the rectory and may not function as a priest. This is commonly 
understood as not wearing the Roman collar nor functioning in a visible manner at Mass (Holy 
Eucharist) and other sacraments. Father Burnett earlier served at St. Charles Borromeo (Bensenville) 
June 1968 -Feb 1974), St. Mary (Mokena) Feb 1974 - June 1990, and Sts. Peter and Paul 
(Naperville) June 1990- June 2002, before being assigned to the Cathedral ofSt Raymond. 

2/10/2006 
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Draft 

DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Contact: Mr. Thomas Kerber 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

JOLIET February 7, 2006 As soon as the Diocese learned of the 
allegation against Father James Burnett regarding inappropriate conduct 
that was to have occurred over 25 years ago, the following steps were 
taken: The man who made the allegation was interviewed within 24 hours 
by a private investigator. Father Burnett was interviewed and denied any 
wrongdoing. Two persons were asked to monitor Father Burnett and his 
interaction with children. The County States Attorney's Office was 
informed that an allegation had been made. Results of the on-going 
investigation will be made known to the Diocesan Review Committee 
when it meets this week to determine the credibility of the allegation. 

Whenever an adult comes forward with an allegation of abuse that was to 
have occurred over 20-30 years ago, it is the policy of the Diocese that the 
priest remain in ministry, is monitored while the investigation is being 
conducted to determine the credibility of the allegation, and that the matter 
is referred to the D,,.,....,,c-, 
• I " • e I e II" I 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Contact: 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

JOLIET February 7, 2006 As soon as the Diocese learned of the 
allegation against Father James Burnett regarding inappropriate conduct 
that was to have occurred over 25 years ago, the following steps were 
taken: The man who made the allegation was interviewed within 24 hours 
and was offered counseling. Father Burnett was interviewed and denied 
any wrongdoing. Two persons were designated to monitor Father Burnett. 
He was told not to have contact with children. The County States 
Attorney's Office was informed that an allegation had been made. 
Information relating to the on-going investigation will be discussed by the 
Diocesan Review Committee. 

Although Father Burnett continues to deny the allegations, Bishop lmesch 
has placed Father Burnett on administrative leave until the matter is 
resolved. 

Whenever an adult comes forward with an allegation of abuse that was to 
have occurred over 20-30 years ago, it is the policy of the Diocese that the 
priest remain in ministry until the allegation has been determined credible. 
However, the priest is monitored while the investigation is being 
conducted, is told not to have any contact with children, and the matter is 
referred to the Di 
is also informed. 
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.... 

From: Thomas E. Kerber 

Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2006 10:46 PM 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: Age of Fr. Burnett 

Good Morning Sr. Judith, 

2 reporters have asked for Fr. Burnett's age. 

Several have asked for the date the States Attorney was notified of the allegation against Fr. Burnett. 

Sister, you asked me to remind you about paragraph #3 of the first statement which includes the line 
"that the priest remains in ministry until the allegation has been determined credible." 

OA a Per~~mM~Qte, if we could have gotten together to socialize before going home, this is what I 
might have said: I liked that line, "credible." What I didn't like about the statement was paragraph 2, 
removing Fr. Burnett from ministry. Remember, I don't know him from most of the other priests in the 
Diocese, so there is nothing personal between us. Those closest to me know that I act more to reason 
than to emotion, and yes, I realize the sexual abuse of a minor is an emotional issue. Still, I am 
wondering why Fr. Burnett was removed now? There is a part of me which wanted the Review 

j Committee to meet quickly, and fmd him innocent of the allegation. Then, I wanted to tell the reporters 
that our policy was tried and not found wanting. To me, we caved under the scrutiny of SNAP, rather 
than because he was found guilty. Of course, "if removal from ministry as soon as an allegation is 
levied" has become the new policy, that makes sense and I can support it. 

Hoping tomorrow is a better day, good night for now. 

TOM 

? /R/?OOfl 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 8, 2006 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Bishop Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 
Bishop Stanley G. Schlarman 

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

Reverend James Burnett 

The following, with appropriate dates inserted, was sent to all of the 
parishes where Father Burnett was assigned including the Cathedral: 

Would you please make the following announcement at all 
Masses in your parish this weekend? 

An allegation of sexual abuse has been made against Father 
James Burnett. Father Burnett was stationed at our parish from 

of 19_ to of 19_. If anyone Is aware of any 
Inappropriate behavior on the part of Father Burnett, please contact 
the Diocese at 

Thank you. 

~ "K L &.~<tor 
'ef!Judith A. Davies,SF 

Chancellor 

00 240 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 8, 2006 

TO: Reverend Martin Gabel 

FAX: 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend James Burnett 

Would you please make the following announcement at all Masses 
in your parish this weekend? 

An allegation of sexual abuse has been made against Father 
James Burnett. Father Burnett was stationed at our parish from June of 
1968 to February of 1974. If anyone is aware of any inappropriate 
behavior on the part of Father Burnett, please contact the Diocese at • 

Thank you very much. 

~afll't 4. 4·11~ s:J! Judith A. Davies:SF 
Chancellor 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 8, 2006 

TO: Reverend Joseph Tapella 

FAX: 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend James Burnett 

Would you please make the following announcement at all Masses 
in your parish this weekend? 

An allegation of sexual abuse was brought against Father James 
Burnett. Father Burnett has been stationed at our parish since June of 
2002. If anyone is aware of any inappropriate behavior on the part of 
Father Burnett, please contact the Diocese at 

Thank you very much. 

fi!•<+s 4, A us~ 
ter Judith A. Davies,F 

Chancellor 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 8, 2006 

TO: Reverend James Dvorscak 

FAX: 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend James Burnett 

Would you please make the following announcement at all Masses 
in your parish this weekend? 

An allegation of sexual abuse has been made against Father 
James Burnett. Father Burnett was stationed at our parish from February 
1974 to June of 1990. If anyone is aware of any ITJWirlrlrl'lrlrJ 

the part of Father Burnett, please contact the Diocese at 

Thank you very much. 

~ <',. tA ~ ... ~ S~udith A. Davies, 0 
Chancellor 

.... 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 8, 2006 

TO: Reverend James Nowak 

FAX: 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend James Burnett 

Would you please make the following announcement at all Masses 
in your parish this weekend? 

An allegation of sexual abuse was brought against Father James 
Burnett. Father Burnett was stationed at our parish from June of 1990 to 
June of 2002. If anyone is aware of any the part 
of Father Burnett, please contact the Diocese at 

Thank you very much. 

~ 6ct •· 4cc<~ 'er Judith A. Davies, o 
Chancellor 
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rs WEDNESDAY 
February 8, 2006 

50 cents 

'--
Rector 
is placed 
on leave 
• Cathedral of St. Raymond: 
Rev. Jarries Burnett faces 
allegation of sex abuse 

By Ted Slowik 
· STAFF WRITER 

JOUET-TheRoman'catholicDioceseofJo- ' 
liet placed the rector of the Cathedral o.f St. 
mondon 

.. 
.•. . 

... :' 
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PRIEST 
From page AI 

Bishop 
Josephlmeschhandledthedaim 
when they spoke by phone about 
eight weeks ago. 

"His firsti'esponse was: 'I've 
known Father Burnett for many 
years. He's my friend. I doubt it 
happened,'" • .aid. 
"He should have been able to be 
a little bit more supportive of 
m!l!:nrother." 

contacted The 
H ewsinDecemberabout 
the claim, which the newspaper 
chose not to report .at that time 
because the diocese bad not re­
stricted Burnett's public minis­
try. When told of Shanahan's 
· allegaDon five days b_e{ore Chr:m· 
mas, Burnett said, "'That never 
ha):l{lerl.ed.'" 

replied with a letter- but 
Wdhe hadn't heard from 
_,or the past 15 years. 
~as asked Tues­
d~ ever confronted 
Burnett about the allegations. 

"No," he said. "I didn't ask any­
thing. I wanted to know could 

go 
said, out of"~ that other chil­
dren might be atriskandinhopes 
that others might eome forward 
with iitmrmation about Burnett. 

The diocese said in a state· 
ment thatit be~an an investiga­
tion-upon learning of the claim. 
Another priest at St. Ray's was 
told to monitor Burnettduring 
the · and Burnett 
.was told to 
with 

The Herald News Wednesday, February 8, 2006 A7 

Will County state's attorney's 
office was contacted. 

"We did receive a referral, 
and it's under investigation," 
State's Attorney James Glasgow 

s~aid she reported 
th~he state's attor­
ney's office because she be­
lieved the diocese would not. 

The diocesan review 
board will consider the al­
legations wh en it meets in 
mid-February. 

Burnett has served atfourpar· 
isbes since he was ordained in 
1968: St. Charles Borromeo, 
Bensenville (1968-74); St. Mary, 
Mokena (1974-90); Ss. Peter and 
Paul, Naperville (1990-2002); 
and St. Raymond, 2002-present. 

Parents of children at St. 
Raymond School learned of the 
allegations from a letter sent 
home on Thesday. The parish 
was said to be planning a prayer 
service for Burnett to be held 
tonight at St .. Ray's. 

"I ask for the prayers of ev­
eryone for our parish and 
school during this most dWL 

icuiiliilt llioiilf iStimes," Principal ­
aid in the letter. 

Parishioners and parents on 
Thesday reacted with shock and 
disbelief, and some pledged sup­
port for their suspended p~or. 

"I know the character of the 
man, and I know he's not~ 

· ble of the action," parent­
... said. 

Other Joliet Diocese priests 
been reinstated to active 

that .allegations 
were not cr~dible. Minneapolis 
attorne~rson, W:ho sat 
besi~e ~at Thesday's 
news conference, questioned 
Imesch about false accusations 
duiing a deposition for a lawsu~ 
last year. A judge's t:Ulil).g made 
the bisliop's testimony available 
to the public last week. 
. Anderson: "How do you deter· 

mine when an allegation of sexual 
misconduct by a p~t is made 
what is credible and whatis·not?" 

lmesch: "The review com· 
inittee now rp.akes the dec.ision. 

There have been nine cases of 
false allegations against priests 
in the diocese." 

When asked for names of 
priests who were falsely ac­
cused, Imesch dted the Rev. 
Thomas White and the Rev. 
James Murphy, both of whom 
were reinstated to active minis­
tries in recent years. He also 
cited the late Rev. Michael 
Foley, a onetime principal of St. 
Francis High School in Whea­
ton, who was found not guilty 
after a criminal trial, and the 
late Rev. David Stalzer, a popu­
lar Joliet priest whose accuser 
dropped his claim. 

Imesch told Anderson he 
pr;epared a list of falsely ac· 
cused priests "for his own infor-
mation." · 

"There's a list of those who 
were accused and a list of those 
who were falsely accused," 
Imesch said. 

The Archdiocese of Chicago, 
·facing criticism for leaving the 
Rev. Dan McCormack in minis­
try for several months despite 
a report that he had sexually 
abused a boy, said this week 
that it would revise its policy to 
immediately remove a cleric . 
from ministry pending the out­
come of an investigation. 

"Whenever an adult comes. 
forward with an ·allegation of 
abuse that was to have occurred 
over20-30yearsago,itisthepol­
icy of the diocese t:h3t the priest 
remain in ministry until the alle-
gation has been determined 

in~Thesday. 
.. _..attorneys said 

they were considering filing a 
civil lawsuit about the allega· 
tions concerning Burnett.!! 

At the news conference, 
-~aidBurnettwasliis est 
friend" when h~Was younger. 

"!-think about it on a daily 
basis," he said. "I feel a lot of 
pain every: day of my fife. I wan:t 
to make sure no other children 
get abused." 
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Stale oflllilloil 

Depu1111oat ofOdldreo m4 J'aily S«vicca 

WRITTEN CONFIRMATION OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSBINIGLECI' UPORT: 
MANDA TED REPORTERS 

DAm February 9, 2006 

Tills is IOCOJifirm my oral repon of Feb 0 t. 20o6 of a 11 eged sexua 1 mado In 84<C:Ordanoo wilh the 
Abused and Ne,lceted 01ilcl roponina Ac:t (325 lLCS 5 et seq). Ploue lNWet the followlnc qucations. (1fyou need Glore rpace, use 
tho bac:k of thh pace.) 

I . What iDjuriea or lriam of abutelnealect are tbere? 

Unknown 

2. How 1ncl approximately wben cllclthe abuse/neglec:t occur Ulil how did you become aware of lhe abu1elu:glect1 

I ~ ~pproximately the early 1980's at St. Mary's Pari 
I became aware of the allegation from a Sister 

Illinois.-

3. Had lhoro lnaa ovidcnoe of abuselneclect bcfon: aow7 0 Yes lXI No 

4. lflhe answer ID quutlon 3 is "ycs," please eJ.plain the nature e>f the abUJelneelec:l. 
Not Appli cable. 

s. ' _ t I I • I .. I l • It II I • t I I (I l I I IH I I t. t 

6. \'our·relationsb)p to cbild(n:n) None 

7. R.cpOiter Aedon llcpommended or Taken: 

Pl..BA.SS CHBClt. THE APPR.OPIUA 'TB RBsroNSB: 
0 I """ tbo cllil4(reo) 
0 . I heard aboatthe child(~) From whom? 
10 lam Ill llaft llot·tokl .lh~ t'aluilyof my con:cent~a-nd7o-:f:-m-y_rc_p-ott-to~th-e-=D-cp-artm--on:-t.-----------
[ am~ wiDI,qJ. tJ NOT wllllu( to tell th~ family of my c:on;;om and of my report to the DGpartmcnt. 
1 0 believe E9 ·do NOT beii4V8 tb•'*ld is In immediate phyaical danger. .IJ 

Sister Jyditb Davig~rsc:m "'~ ... 4. tO'cr!r1djcMr 
~lri:ate4) rr ~) 

Chancellor ,_ '·· of the &oDianWholj c DjocN;e of .Joliet 
(rule) - . ~(~~) 

.INSTRUCilONS ON REVERSE SID:! r . 
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1-800-252-2873 

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF, Chancellor 

Not a mandated reporter 

Learned of alleged abuse by a alleges sexual fondling 
by Father James Burnett in the early 1980's that was to have taken place 
at the parish of St. Mary in Mokena. 

s~ bemre enrlstmas (Dec 2 1 , 2005 , I lea II 1ee1 til at a Pe• son may 
~a~ been &~ws&d back iR tfsls eali)' 1QSO~ . 

Father James Burnett 
Last known address & 
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FILE MEMORANUM 

February 10, 2006 

FROM: Sister Judith A Davies, OSF 

Received a follow-up call today from DCFS regarding yesterday's report. 

When asked about Father's involvement in the school, I said there were 
two other priests stationed at the Cathedral. With the size of the parish, I 
doubted that he had much to do with the school. 

The next question was about him administering the school. My response 
was that there is principal who operates the school, With the size of the 
parish, he would have been busy with it. Any connection with the school 
would have been when teachers would have been present. 

While at Sts. Peter & Paul and at St. Mary, the principal operated the 
school. In the brief absence of the principal at St. Mary, his only 
involvement would have been for serious disciplinary reasons such as if 
there was need for a suspension or expulsion. 

Regarding opportunities for ·being alone with children. I responded that 
the Cathedral usually has two servers if not three or four, for Masses; that 
there would also be an adult present because that person would do the 
Scripture reading for Mass. 
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February 10, 2006 

My Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

All of us were shocked to hear of the allegation of sexual abuse 
against Father James Burnett this past week. 

When an allegation of sexual abuse against a priest is made 
public, the priest is placed on administrative leave and removed from active 
ministry. Removal from ministry is not a judgment, it is a precautionary 
necessity. 

The States Attorney's Office has been notified of the allegation 
against Father Burnett and the Diocesan Review Committee is still in the 
process of gathering information. 

In times like this our faith is tested. Now, more than ever, we 
need to trust in the Lord and His wisdom and pray that justice will be served. 

I know that you will keep Father Burnett in your prayers. I ask 
you also to pray for the young man. Pray also for all victims of abuse. Your 
prayers are needed especially, for the Church in this difficult time. Each day 
I pray for all of the people of the Church of Joliet. During these days, my 
prayer, like yours, takes on more meaning. We realize more deeply how all of 
us are affected by the lives of others. May the Lord bless all of us in this 
difficult time. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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1nt: 

Subject: 

PM 

Hello Sister this is I was told a month ago that the review 
committee would be meeting in middle of february and someone would let me 
know whats going on about me coming forward about bei gn abused when I was a 
child. I have not heard from anyone and I keep not icing more and more people 
coming f orward. I do not know how serious t he d i ocese feels about sexual 
abuse but if it has not happened to you it is very hard for you to believe 
it could have happened to someone else . 
I know The Lord says to forgive and that i s fine by me but I can never 
forget what happened to me and how it has affected my life . 
One problem I see right now is that some of the parishoners who feel sexual 
abuse does not happen some of these people it probably happened to their 
parents and their parents are to scared embaressed to come forward. I have 
gotten emails from other parishoners who really said how courageous I was to 
come forward but that they do not have the courage to do i t themselves for 
fear of embarassment scared about who wil l believe them and other reasons. 
This is such a terrible thing to happen to anyone and me beign a victim I 
know exactly what most of them are going through and what the ones that have 
not come forward are going through. 
I know you have a big job ahead of you and I pray that it can stay together 
but with very strict screening and investigations before employment and also 
during investigators should show up in classrooms and ask the kids has 
anyone ever touched you in any of your private areas and if so who when and 
why didnt you tell your mom or dad or teacher or friend you will see the 
-~wer of a priest when most all of the kids will deny it because of secrecy. 

}. will bless all of us. Please respond to my email . 

1 
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Sister, as far as anymore a l legations agai nst father Burnett they would not 
tell me what pr iest but 2 of them said they were abused at the cathedral of 
St. Raymonds in Jolie t. Let me ask you this if God was standing before you 
and he asked you in order for you to make it to heaven that you had to tell 
him about every incident that you know of about any sexual abuse by any 
priest would you tell him? I am guessing you would have said yes . My next 
thing I want to say is why are so many PRIESTS able to go i nto the ministry 
and worship the Lord in front of every man woman and child and behind closed 
doors do the pedophilia things the sexual abuse. The church and the public 
recognizes that PRIESTS AND NUNS are the backbone of the church. people that 
didnt believe father Burnett could have done that are feeling sorry now that 
so many other priests have done something to someone and they are finally 
believing there is a huge problem within the priesthood with sexual abuse. 
Richard Sipe an x priest and now author says that 10-20 percent of mal es 
that join the priesthood are either gay or have their first gay experience 
in the seminary, that is outrageous and also that t hey the pri ests can hide 
behind all of the faithful parishoners forever until now when i t is going to 
keep coming out with more and more victims like myself that we NEED to come 
forward for the sake of the children. 

~ 
---- -Original Message--- .-1-llllll .. llllllllllllllll .. llllllll .. llll : Sr. Judith Davies 

rch 06, 2006 2:31 PM 

Dear~ 
Since the Chancery is c losed on Saturdays and Sundays, I am responding to 
your message today. 
The Diocesan Review Committee has deferred making any decision about Father 
Burnett pending the outcome of investigations into your allegation by State 
agencies. 
You said in your mesage that "other parishioners" not only commented on your 
courage in coming forward but have also told you that "they do not have the 
courage to do it themselves for fear of embarrassment ... " 
Have any of these "other parishioners" alleged that they were sexually 
abused by Father Burnett? 
The answer to that question is very important to any investigation by law 
enforcement agencies and for any decis ion by the Review Committee. 
Please reply as soon as possible. 
May God bless you. 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

Rella Sister this is 
committee woul d be meeting 

I was told a month ago that the review 
e of february and someone would let me 

1 
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know whats going on about me coming forward about beign abused when I was a 
child . . I have not heard from anyone and I keep noticing more and more people 

R~~tlf!\.f~m~~ard. I do not know how serious the diocese feels about sexual 
~~~~1~f it has not happened to you it is very hard for you to believe 

~ could have happened to someone else. 
' )know The Lord says to forgive and that is fine by me but I can never 

forget what happened to me and how it has affected my life. 
one problem I see right now is that some of the parishoners who feel sexual 
abuse does not happen some of these people it probably happened to their 
parents and their parents are to scared embaressed to come forward. I have 
gotten emails from other parishoners who really said how courageous I was to 
come forward but that they do not have the courage to do i t themselves for 
fear of embarassment scared about who will believe them and other reasons. 
This is such a terrible thing to happen to anyone and me beign a victim I 
know exactly what most of them are going through and what the ones that have 
not come forward are going through . 
I know you have a big job ahead of you and I pray that i t can stay together 
but with very strict screening and investigations before empl oyment and also 
during investigators should show up in classrooms and ask the ki ds has 
anyone ever touched you in any of your private areas and if so who when and 
why didnt you tell your mom or dad or teacher or friend you will see the 
power of a priest when most all of the kids will deny it because of secrecy. 
god will bless all of us. Please respond to my email. 
Thank you 

2 
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} ~t: .o. 
Subject: 

Dear -
I received your response saying that you do not know of any other individuals who have 
alleged sexual abuse by Father Burnett. 
Regarding the individuals who have informed you that they were sexually abused by other 
priests, please strongly encourage them to disclose the i r abuse to whatever official 
source they are most comfortable with in doing so. 
May God bless you . 
Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

Prom: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subj 

Sister, as far as anymore allegations against father Burnett they would not 
tell me what pri est but 2 of them said they were abused at the cathedral of 
St. Raymonds in Joliet. Let me ask you this if God was standing before you 
and he asked you in order for you to make it to heaven that you had to tell 
him about every i ncident that you know of about any sexual abuse by any 
p riest would you tell him? I am guessing you would have said yes. My next 
thing I want to say is why are so many PRIESTS able to go into the ministry 
~d worship the Lord in front of every man woman and child and behind closed 

))rs do the pedophilia things the sexual abuse . The church and t he public 
Lecognizes that PRIESTS AND NUNS are the backbone of the church. people that 
didnt believe father Burnett could have done that are feeling sorry now that 
so many other priests have done something to someone and they are f i nally 
believing there is a huge problem within the priesthood with sexual abuse. 
Richard Sipe an x priest and now author says that 10-20 percent of males 
that join the priesthood a re either gay or have their first gay experience 
in the seminary, t hat is outrageous and also that they the priests can hide 
behind a ll of the fa ithful parishoners forever until now when it is going to 
keep coming out with more and more victims like myself that we NEED to come 
forward for the sake of the children. --- ----Original Message- ---­
Prom: Sr. J udith Davies 
Sen 
To: 
s 

Dear -
Since the Chancery is closed on Saturdays and Sundays, I am responding to 
your message today. 
The Diocesan Review Committee has deferred making any decision about Father 
Burnett pending the outcome of investigations into your allegation by State 
agencies . 
You said in your mesage that •other parishioners" not only commented on your 
, ·\rage in coming forward but have also t old you that "they do not have the 

1rage to do it t hemselves for fear of embarrassment ... " 
l't'ave any of these "other parishioners " alleged t hat they were sexually 
abused by Father Burnett? 
The answer to that question is very important to any investigation by law 

1 
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From : 
Sent: 
To: 
Subj 

Hello Sister this is I was told a month ago that the review 
committee would be e of february and someone would let me 
know whats going on about me coming forward about beign abused when I was a 
child. I have not heard from anyone and I keep noticing more and more people 
coming forward . I do not know how serious the diocese feels about sexual 
abuse but if it has not happened to you it is very hard for you to believe 
it could have happened to someone else. 
I know The Lord says to forgive and that is fine by me but I can never 
forget what happened to me and how it has affected my life. 
One problem I see right now is that some of the parishoners who feel sexual 
abuse does not happen some of these people it probably happened to their 
parents and their parents are to scared embaressed to come forward. I have 
gotten emails from other parishoners who really said how courageous I was to 
come forward but that they do not have the courage to do it themselves for 
fear of embarassment scared about who will believe them and other reasons. 
This is such a terrible thing to happen to anyone and me beign a victim I 
know exactly what most of them are going through and what the ones that have 
not come forward are going through. 
I know you have a big job ahead of you and I pray that i t can stay together 

~ with very strict screening and investigations before employment and also 
~ing investigators should show up in classrooms and ask the kids has 

anyone ever touched you in any of your private areas and if so who when and 
why didnt you tell your mom or dad or teacher or friend you will see the 
power of a priest when most all of the kids will deny it because of secrecy. 
god will bless al l of us. Please respond to my email. 
Thank 

2 
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I have been trying to convince them that this is a very major problem 
they do not come forward than other children like we were are going 
getting abused. It is the hardest thing for someone to do. 

truly believe there are more victims but I do not know how many 
with father Burnett but I will say that there is a small chance that I may 
be the only one he abused and then he said to himself well I got through it 
this far with one person but is it worth it to try it with someone else.I 
think the chances are much greater that he didnt stop with me. nor do I think 
I am the only one he abused.The sad thing about all of this is Father 
Burnett denies this happened along with countless other priests that say 
they never did it. God knows Father Burnett knows and i know what happened 
to me with sexual abuse from Father burnett. this has had such a huge impact 
on my life and I know it has with all of the other victims too. The other 
victims I talk to I want to come forward for them as well but I cannot do 
that they want to do it but like I said they are scared embarrased its a 
shame. I will close for now. 

1--0riginal Message--­
~rom: Sr. Judith Davies 
Sent: 
To: 
Subj 

Dear-
I received your response saying that you do not know of any other 
individuals who have alleged sexual abuse by Father Burnett. 
Regarding the individuals who have informed you that they were sexually 
abused by other priests, please strongly encourage them to disclose their 
abuse to whatever official source they are most comfortable with in doing 
so . 
May God bless you. 
Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

To: 
Subj 

Sister, as far as anymore allegations against father Burnett they would not 
tell me what priest but 2 of them said they were abused at the cathedral of 
St. Raymonds in Joliet. Let me ask you this if God was standing before you 
and he asked you in order for you to make it to heaven that you had to tell 
' · ' about every incident that you know of about any sexual abuse by any 

kat would you tell him? I am guessing you would have said yes. My next 
tning I want to say is why are so many PRIESTS able to go into the ministry 
and worship the Lord in front of every man woman and child and behind closed 
doors do the pedophilia things the sexual abuse. The church and the public 

1 
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didnt believe father Burnett could have done that are feeling sorry now that 

Rsmc~l~•er priests have done something to someone and they are finally 
T~}py_i~ ~here is a huge problem within the priesthood with sexual abuse. 
Re~~~· ~lpe an x priest and now author says that 10-20 percent of males 

k t join the priesthood are either gay or have their first gay experience 
in the seminary, that is outrageous and also that they the priests can hide 
behind all of the faithful parishoners forever until now when it is going to 
keep coming out with more and more vict i ms like myself that we NEED to come 
forward for the sake of the children. 
Sincerel 

t I • .. 

Dear-
Since the Chancery is closed on Saturdays and Sundays, I am responding to 
your message today. 
The Diocesan Review Committee has deferred making any decision about Father 
Burnett pending the outcome of investigations into your allegation by State 
agencies . 
You said in your mesage that Mother parishioner s" not only commented on your 
courage in coming forward but have also told you that "they do not have t he 
courage to do it themselves for fear of embarrassment . .. " 
Have any of these "other parishioners" alleged t hat they were sexually 
abused by Father Burnett? 
The answer to that question is very important t o any i nvesti gation by law 
enforcement agencies and for any decision by the Revi ew Committee . 

r,ase reply as soon as possible. 
J God bless you. 

Sister Judith A . Davies , OSF 

To: 
Sub 

Hel lo Sister this i I was told a mont h ago that the review 
committee would be of febr uary and someone would l et me 
know whats going on about me coming forwar·d about beign abused when I was a 
child . I have not heard from anyone and I keep noticing more and more peopl e 
coming forward. I do not know how serious the diocese feels about sexual 
abuse but if it has not happened to you it is very hard for you to believe 
it could have happened to someone else . 
I know The Lord says to forgive and that is fine by me but I can never 
forget what happened t o me and how it has affected my life. 
One probl em I see right now is that some of the parishoners who feel sexual 
abuse does not happen some of these people it pr obably happened to thei r 
parents and the i r parents ar e to scared embaressed to come forward . I have 
gotten emails from other parishoners who really said how courageous I was to 
come forward but that they do not have the courage to do it themsel ves for 
fear of embarassment scared about who will believe them and other reasons . 
This is such a terrible thing to happen to anyone and me beign a victim I r exactly what most of them are going through and what the ones t hat have 

. come forward are goi ng through. 
I know you have a bi g j ob ahead of you and I pray t hat it can stay together 
but with very s t rict screening and investigations before employment and al so 
duri ng investigators should show up i n classrooms and ask the kids has 

2 
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From: Fr. Joseph Tapella 

Sent: Sunday, March 12.2006 8:38AM 

To: Judith 

Subject: FW: disappointment 

What do you think? 
-----original Message---­
From: Father James Dvorscak 

Cc:Wij~~~~OCffift~ .. oJ 
Subject: Re: disappointment 

Dear-

00 38!1 

I am very sorry to hear of your pain and disappointment. Because your message is so important, I am forwarding 
it to the Bishop's Office for instructions. You are in my prayers. Please keep the parish in your prayers as well. 

Fr. James Dvorscak 

--- o
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To: fatherjames@stmarymokena.org 
Sent: Friday, March 10, 2006 10:08 PM 
Subject: disappointment 

1 am writing this letter because of my disappointment that I have in a parish that I once considered to be my 
home and one of the best. You are in a position to rectify all of this blindness that has come out. People have 
so much faith in this institution that they can't fathom the concept of sexual predators living in its walls. I have 
been in such turmoil after learning that my brothers were fondled, sexually molested, raped and sodimlzed that 
it has taken me away from the church. This has no way swayed me away from my belief in God. I think it has 
made me even a stronger person who is more focused on what Is important. God and my family are it. What I 
do have pity on is your parish. How your parish and school has handled this is despicable. Are you aware that 
I called St. Mary's Church to speak to you about Bill VIrtue. Your Ast. Pastor acted like he knew nothing about 
his removal of his collar. I told him he was removed because of sexual abuse that happened in t~ 
Gods most sacred home. His arrogant response was to question who I was and I told him I was-­
---1 told him that one of my brother has remained a John Doe and his response was ''well of course 
he is a John Doe he is lying" There have been other boys that came forward from other parishes before my 
brother did. I am so disgusted in all of you that I am having a difficult time putting my thoughts to words. My 
pain is continuing to be hurt by St. Mary's lack of effort to help one of their fellow alumnus. I am not sure if you 
think God's plan is just to let it be, I can assure you that it is not. I truly believe that my brothers will be able to 
help other people now. This was an awful thing to have happened to them. They are getting the help that they 
need and this Is the first step to healing. God works in mysterious ways. If you do speak to father Burnett let 
him know that repenting to his fellow priest who was aware of the abuse is not going to get him into Heaven. 1 
don't think he wants to go or he never would have done those atrocious acts on children. Bill Virtue he is going 
straight to hell. Did you know that both Brunette and Virtue were at St. Mary's at the same time, both of them 
sexually abusing boy.s from the same family. How ironic is that. How a man in a position that is trying to imitate 
Jesus and his way of life abuses his role in our religious life is evil. God is very wise and I trust that He will give 
just punishment on judgment day. I am not sure why you as Pastor would not have a prayer vigil for the victims 
of abuse. I hope that you can pray and ask God for direction In how you can help victims that came forward and 
who are continuing to come forward so that their families don't feel the hurtful reaction that we have felt by a 
parish and community that we had so much history in. Again God works In mysterious ways because we have 
received so much support from people who we didn't expect it from. Letters, and phone call and prayer 
vigils from other churches and that it is a blessing. Maybe you can put some faith back into your congregation 

3/12/2006 
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My very dear friends, 

It has been too long since I have communicated with you. It was, naively, my hope that I 
would be back at St. Raymond's by now. But it seems that that is not to be, as of yet! I 
am innocent of all the accusations that have been made against me and I know that that 
innocence will prevail! 

I do want to thank you for your many notes, cards and letters that have been so supportive 
of me. The many days since my departure have been dark, some darker than others. 
When I find myself unable to find the tunnel with the light, I re-read your messages and I 
am hopeful. I cannot express to you in any words the consolation, strength, and courage 
they have given me. Please know that, although responding to each of you as I would like 
is not possible, I hold all of you in my heart and in my prayers as you too must go 
through this devastating journey. I do believe deeply in the power of prayer and I do 
believe that your prayers will bring this situation to a happy conclusion. 

I also want to thank Fr. Brad for his leadership, Fr. Joe Tapella, our Deacons and the 
dedicated Parish Staff for working so hard to " keep the ship afloat". St. Raymond Parish 
has a wonderful and loving spirit, as I soon discovered when I first arrived. I pray that 
nothing will ever diminish or damage that. It is your spirit that keeps me "afloat" right 
now! 

Please continue to pray for my family and myself This has been trying times for them 
also. It is my deepest hope that one day we will be together in person as we are now in 
prayer. My love and thanks to all of you! 

Yours in Christ, 

~~ 
Fr. J~ Burnett 
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From: 
To: 
Sent: ~· 
Subject: ~ 

Good Evening, My name is I am a victim of sexual abuse 
from father Burnett as you Burnett continues to 
betray the Lord when he says he is innocent. Another thing comes to mind is 
that I do not have anything against all the parishoners who support father 
Burnett because he was my hero too. I gave ALL my TRUST TO HIM. He abused me 
and he knows it and God knows it. One of the hardest things for me to accept 
now is that the church is always asking for prayers for the priests and I 
really never hear about please let us pray for the victims too. It is sad 
but true. I wanted to let the parishoners know that more and more victims 
will be coming forward, and maybe then they will see how very true sexual 
abuse by priests are. Some of these supporters of the priests may not be 
aware but some of their parents were abused and they have not come forward. 
I personally know of some that told me about their childhood and one of them 
just told his wife but does not want his children to find out. It is such a 
powerful secret to keep. I do feel that 80-90 percent of priests are 
Righteous and 10-20 percent are like hyenas preying on the weak and the 
starving for attention type of people. The ones whos families they know are 
having problems and going through divorces and fighting. I do really pray 

1 for all of the victims the priests who have done abuse and for those who 
have not. What I would like to do is come before your parish with Father 
Burnett present and have a question and answer about what he did to me at 
st. Marys in Mokena Illinois as a vulnerable child. 
The problem is if he asks for forgiveness from god then he is supposed to be 
fine. I think that since I have come forward I have helped other children 
from either getting abused again or stopped some of the ones who were 
getting preyed on. Well I am going to close for now and I hope you can 
publish this in the bulletin so people can read this. 
thank you 

~~ ~3o 
(JQ 411 

03/27/2006 
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Pastor claims he didn't molest boy 
-1 
-1 
(f) 

0 
)> • Rev. James Burnett: 

Accused of sexual 
abuse 25 years 
after incident 
By Ted Slowik 
STAFF WRITER 

JOLIET- A popular Joliet 
pastor is publicly declaring he 
is innocent of a claim that he 
sexually abused a boy at a Mo­
kena parish 
morethan25 
years ago. 

The Rev. 
James Bur­
nett wrote to 
parishioners 
at the Cathe­
dral of St. 
Raymond in 
a letter dis­

llllmett 

tributed in parish bulletins dur­
ing the weekend. 

"I am innocent of all the ac-

11The many days since my departure have 
been dark, some darker than others." 

Rev. James Burnett 
rector of St. Raymond 

in 
abuse included incidents in a 
confessional at StMary Church 
in Mokena. 

The review board of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Jo­
liet continues to investigate the 

claim. Through a diocesan 
spokesman, Burnett has denied 
the accusations all along, but 
the weekend's letter was his 
first direct declaration of his in­
nocence. 

"It was, naively, my hope that 
lwouldbebackatSt.Raymond's 
by now," Burnett wrote. "The 
many days since my departure 
have been dark, some darker 
than others." 

Burnett wrote that he is en­
couraged by the many letters he 
has received from supporters, 
and that he re-reads the letters 
when be feels discouraged. 

"I do believe deeply in the 
power of prayer and I do believe 

that your prayers will bring this 
situation to a happy conclusion," 
Burnett wrote. "It is my deepest 
hope that one day we will be to­
gether in person as we are now 
in prayer." 

Burnett, 63, has been rector 
of St. Raymond since 2002. He 
was ordained in 1968 and bas 
also served at St. Charles Bor­
romeo in Bensenville (1968-
74); St. Ma.ry, Mokena, 
(1974-90) and SS Peter and 
Paul , Naperville (1990 -
2002). 

- first told the dio­
ce~alleged abuse on 
Dec. 20, but went public six 
weeks later while Burnett was 
still serving in active ministry. 
An attorney for said 
Monday that a lawsutt concern­
ing the alleged abuse would 
likely be filed in April. 
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1 1 From: Sr. Judith Davies 

Sent: Monday, April24, 2006 2:42PM 

To: 

Subject: Meeting 

Dear 

Page 1 ot 1 
NO. 442 

00 422 

You are invited to meet with the Joliet Diocesan Review Committee at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, May 24, 2006 
at the Chancery. This meeting will provide you with the opportunity to speak directly with Review Committee 
members about your allegation against Father James Burnett. It will also give the Review Committee a chance to 
ask any questions it 

Please contact me your attendance at the meeting. I ask that you 
respond no later than 

Thank you very much. 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

5/3/2006 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: RE: Meeting 

Hello Sister Davies, 
This is n response to your email. I personally would really like to attend this meeting and as long 
as my counsel (attorneys) will be there with me I will be there. 
The diocese investigator who interviewed me on a couple of occassions I wanted him to get back to me and to 
this day he has not called me back, but he continues to try and ask other classmates questions about my life.Mr. 
kirby is his name. I do not want to talk to him again because he is very SNEAKY and you can tell him I told you 
this.l do not want to communicate with a SNEAKY investigator. I would love to be able to attend this by myself but 
my attorneys want to be present and that is their job to fight for me. 
After reading Bishop lmesch's deposition I cannot believe that this man can honestly think it is ok to swim naked 
with little boys. he answered a question about if sexual abuse had happened to any of his kids and Bishop I mesh 
answered that he did not have no kids. To me this is not someone I trust at all.l am so sorry but this man is as 
guilty as all of the others who abused us victims. 
Please let me know as soon as you read this. The diocese is going to have all there people there and I want my 

and attorneys there. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Sr. Judith Davies 
Sent~ril 24, 2006 12:42 PM 
To:.__ 
Subject: Meeting 

You are meet with the Joliet Diocesan Review Committee at 8:30a.m. on Wednesday, May 
24, 2006 at the Chancery. This meeting will provide you with the opportunity to speak directly with Review 
Committee members about your allegation against Father James Burnett. It will also gi~e the Review 
Committee a chance to for clarification. 

Please contact me at your attendance at the meeting. I ask that 
you respond no later than 

Thank you very much. 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

4/25/2006 
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sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2006 9:40 PM 00 424 
To: 
Sub . - , . . 
Sister Judith davies, 
I am very excited about mQQtir•n the committee with my attorneys I would like your response by april 
28th 2006 thank you. 

-----Original Message----­
From: Sr. Judith Davies 

Senti:IMiolndlaiiy,IAip.rll 24, 
To: 
SUbject: Meeting 

Dear~ 
You~meet with the Joliet Diocesan Review Committee at 8:30 a.m. on 

Wednesday, May 24, 2006 at the Chancery. This meeting will provide you with the 
opportunity to speak directly with Review Committee members about your allegation against 
Father James Burnett. It will also give the Review Committee a chance to ask any questions 
it may need for clarification. 

Please contact me at regarding your attendance at the 
meeting. I ask that you respond no later than Friday, April 28, 2006. 

Thank you very much. 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
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From: Sr. Judith Davies 

00 426 

Sent: 26, 2006 5:58PM 

To: 

Subject: RE: Meeting 

DearMr .. --
Thank you for your prompt response to my message sent on behalf of the Joliet Diocesan Review Committee. 
I can understand your concern and possible apprehension about meeting alone with the Committee. However, 

the Committee does not permit attorneys or family member to attend its meetings. 
The purpose for inviting you to attend a meeting was to provide you with an opportunity to address the 

Committee about your allegation. (By the way, Committee members are not in the employ of the Diocese. Their 
names and qualifications are listed on the diocesan website, www.dioceseofioliet.org. Go to Protecting Children. 
Click on Important links, then Review Committee.) The Committee may ask questions for clarification. If there 
are any questions, only one member will ask them on behalf of all of the members. 

The meeting is not audio taped and proceedings are not transcribed. Meetings are confidential with the 
understanding that statements made by the person would never be adversely used against him or her at any time. 

You are welcome to attend but without the presence of your attorneys or family members. Should you choose 
not to attend, the Committee will proceed with its work and rely on the interview conducted by Mr .. Kirby. 

Thank you very much. I will be awaiting your reply. 
Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

PM 
To: 
Subject: RE: Meeting 

Sister Judith davies, 
I am very excite 
2006 thank you. 

I ... t e II~· I I I • committee with my attorneys I would like your response by april 28th 

5/3/2006 

-----original Message----­
From: Sr. Judith Davies 
Sen~il24, 
To:~ 
SUbJect: Meeting 

Dear 
You are invited to meet with the Joliet Diocesan Review Committee at 8:30a.m. on Wednesday, 

May 24, 2006 at the Chancery. This meeting will provide you with the opportunity to speak directly 
with Review Committee members about your allegation against Father James Burnett. It will also 
give the Review it may need for clarification. 

Please contact me your attendance at the meeting. 1 
ask that you respond no later than Friday, April28, 2006. 

Thank you very much. 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
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but all the abusers since they are priests must be perfect and they could not have done anything 
wrong.lt is very frustrating for me but I am making it and also pray for all of you people who really 
keep shutting your eyes and doors to all of us victims. it is a shame. 

- 00 42 9 
-----original Message--
From: Sr. Judith Davies 
Sen~, April 26, 2006 3:58 PM 
To:~ 
Subject: RE: Meeting 

your prompt response to my message sent on behalf of the Joliet Diocesan 
Review Committee. 

I can understand your concern and possible apprehension about meeting alone with the 
Committee. However, the Committee does not permit attorneys or family member to attend 
its meetings. 

The purpose for inviting you to attend a meeting was to provide you with an opportunity to 
address the Committee about your allegation. (By the way, Committee members are not in 
the employ of the Diocese. Their names and qualifications are listed on the diocesan 
website, www.djoceseofjoliet.org. Go to Protecting Children. Click on Important Links, then 
Review Committee.) The Committee may ask questions for clarification. If there are any 
questions, only one member will ask them on behalf of all of the members. 

The meeting is not audio taped and proceedings are not transcribed. Meetings are 
confidential with the understanding that statements made by the person would never be 
adversely used against him or her at any time. 

You are welcome to attend but without the presence of your attorneys or family members. 
Should you choose not to attend, the Committee will proceed with its work and rely on the 
interview conducted by Mr .. Kirby. 

Thank you very much. I will be awaiting your reply. 
Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

Sister Judith davies, 
I am very excited about meeting the co 
response by april 28th 2006 thank you. 

-----original Message---­
From: Sr. Judith 
Sen~ll24, 
To:~ 
Subject: Meeting 

IUI"" o lll - ttomeys I would like your 

You are meet with the Joliet Diocesan Review Committee at 8:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, May 24, 2006 at the Chancery. This meeting will provide 
you with the opportunity to speak directly with Review Committee members 
about your allegation against Father James Burnett. It will also give the Review 
Committee a chance to for clarification . 

Please contact me g your attendance 
at the meeting. I ask , April 28, 2006. 
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From: 

Sent: Thursday, April27, 2006 2:39PM 

To: 
Subject: RE: Meeting 

Sister Judith, 
Hello again. I really want to come on my own. Unfortunately my attorneys feel that if they will not let attorneys in 
then they told me that Mr. kirby interviewed me two times and everything stayed the same there is no need for 
them to ask you further questions without representation. In my heart i should be there but it is very selfish for the 
diocese to refuse my attorneys and family from going. 
Their has been so many lies and cover ups I do not trust the diocese anymore. Not everyone but some who have 
worked there for years and years. If the diocese had nothing to hide than why dont they let family and attorneys 
go to the review committee to support us victims of sexual abuse. The church is supposed to be open to 
EVERYONE so why would you not let family and attorneys in. THIS IS WRONG. REALLY WRONG. YOUR 
LETTING ALL THE REVIEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS IN BUT NOT PEOPLE WHO SUPPORT ME. I still have 
not gotten any support from any of you at the diocese yet you oontinue to support the sexual abuser (father 
Burnett) now doesnt that sound like a thing the devil would be proud of. Because Christ wouldnt like it. You let 
father Burnett write a column in the church bulletin why cant I write a piece on what he did to me for 4 years. The 
answer is because you want everyone that has been abused to look like they are not telling the truth but all the 
abusers since they are priests must be perfect and they could not have done anything wrong.lt is very frustrating 
for me but I am making it and also pray for all of you people who really keep shutting your eyes and doors to all of 
us victims. it is a shame. --

----original Message---­
From: Sr. Judith Davies 
Sent: Wednesday, April 
To:••• 
Subject: RE: Meeting 

Dear 
Thank you for your prompt response to my message sent on behalf of the Joliet Diocesan Review 

Committee. 
I can understand your concern and possible apprehension about meeting alone with the Committee. 

However, the Committee does not permit attorneys or family member to attend its meetings. 
The purpose for inviting you to attend a meeting was to provide you with an opportunity to address the 

Committee about your allegation. (By the way, Committee members are not in the employ of the Diocese. 
Their names and qualifications are listed on the diocesan website, www.dioceseofioliet.org. Go 
to Protecting Children. Click on Important Links, then Review Committee.) The Committee may ask 
questions for clarification. If there are any questions, only one member will ask them on behalf of all of the 
members. 

The meeting is not audio taped and proceedings are not transcribed. Meetings are confidential with the 
understanding that statements made by the person would never be adversely used against him or her at 
any time. 

You are welcome to attend but without the presence of your attorneys or family members. Should you 
choose not to attend, the Committee will proceed with its work and rely on the interview conducted by Mr .. 
Kirby. 

Thank you very much. I will be awaiting your reply. 
Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

4/27/2006 
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' From: Sr. Judith uc:nm:n:> 

Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2006 5:49 PM 

To: 

Subject: RE: Meeting 

DearMr. -
1 stron~th some of your statements. The Diocese does care about victims. That the Diocese 

cares about you is evident in that an invitation was extended to you to meet with the Review Committee. 
As I said, you are welcome to attend the Review Committee meeting but without the presence of your 

attorneys or family members. Should you choose not to attend, the Committee will proceed with its work and will 
rely on the interview conducted by Mr. Kirby. 

Thank you very much. 
Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: RE: Meeting 

Sister Judith, 
Hello again. I really want to come on my own. Unfortunately my attorneys feel that if they will not let 
attorneys in then they told me that Mr. kirby interviewed me two times and everything stayed the same 
there is no need for them to ask you further questions without representation. In my heart i should be there 
but it is very selfish for the diocese to refuse my attorneys and family from going. 
Their has been so many lies and cover ups I do not trust the diocese anymore. Not everyone but some 
who have worked there for years and years. If the diocese had nothing to hide than why dont they let family 
and attorneys go to the review committee to support us victims of sexual abuse. The church is supposed to 
be open to EVERYONE so why would you not let family and attorneys in. THIS IS WRONG. REALLY 
WRONG. YOUR LETTING ALL THE REVIEW COMMITIEE MEMBERS IN BUT NOT PEOPLE VVHO 
SUPPORT ME. I still have not gotten any support from any of you at the diocese yet you continue to 
support the sexual abuser (father Burnett) now doesnt that sound like a thing the devil would be proud of. 
Because Christ wouldnt like it. You let father Burnett write a column in the church bulletin why cant I write a 
piece on what he did to me for 4 years. The answer is because you want everyone that has been abused 
to look like they are not telling the truth but all the abusers since they are priests must be perfect and they 
could not have done anything wrong.lt is very frustrating for me but I am making it and also pray for all of 
you people who really keep shutting your eyes and doors to all of us victims. it is a shame. 

Sincerelillr••• 

S/3/2006 

----original Message-­
From: Sr. Judith Davies 
Sen~ April 
To:-­
SUbject: RE: Meeting 

Dear~ 
Tha~rompt response to my message sent on behalf of the Joliet Diocesan Review 

Committee. 
I can understand your concern and possible apprehension about meeting alone with the 

Committee. However, the Committee does not permit attorneys or family member to attend its 
meetings. 

The purpose for inviting you to attend a meeting was to provide you with an opportunity to 
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address the Committee about your allegation. (By the way, Committee members are not in 
the employ of the Diocese. Their names and qualifications are listed on the diocesan website, 
www.dioceseofioliet.org. Go to Protecting Children. Click on Important Links, then Review 
Committee.) The Committee may ask questions for clarification. If there are any questions, only 
one member will ask them on behalf of all of the members. 

The meeting is not audio taped and proceedings are not transcribed. Meetings are confidential 
with the understanding that statements made by the person would never be adversely used against 
him or her at any time. 

You are welcome to attend but without the presence of your attorneys or family members. Should 
you choose not to attend, the Committee will proceed with its work and rely on the interview 
conducted by Mr .. Kirby. 

Thank you very much. I will be awaiting your reply. 
Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

Sister Judith davies, 
I am very excited about meeti~e with my attorneys I would like your response 
by april 28th 2006 thank you .~ 

----original Message---­
From: Sr. Judith 
Sen~l24, 
To:~ 
Subject: Meeting 

Dear~ 
Yo~meet with the Joliet Diocesan Review Committee at 8:30 a.m. on 

Wednesday, May 24, 2006 at the Chancery. This meeting will provide you with the 
opportunity to speak directly with Review Committee members about your allegation 
against Father James Burnett. It will also give the Review Committee a chance to ask 
any questions it may need for clarification. 

Please contact me at ___.._regarding your attendance at the 
meeting. I ask that you~. April28, 2006. 

Thank you very much. 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
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Thank you very much. 
Sister Judith Davies, OSF 00 433 

Sister Judith, 
Hello again. I really want to come on my own. Unfortunately my attorneys feel that if they will 
not let attorneys in then they told me that Mr. kirby interviewed me two times and everything 
stayed the same there is no need for them to ask you further questions without 
representation. In my heart i should be there but it is very selfish for the diocese to refuse my 
attorneys and family from going. 
Their has been so many lies and cover ups I do not trust the diocese anymore. Not everyone 
but some who have worked there for years and years. If the diocese had nothing to hide than 
why dont they let family and attorneys go to the review committee to support us victims of 
sexual abuse. The church is supposed to be open to EVERYONE so why would you not let 
family and attorneys in. THIS IS WRONG. REALLY WRONG. YOUR LETIING ALL THE 
REVIEW COMMITIEE MEMBERS IN BUT NOT PEOPLE WHO SUPPORT ME. I still have 
not gotten any support from any of you at the diocese yet you continue to support the sexual 
abuser (father Burnett) now doesnt that sound like a thing the devil would be proud of. 
Because Christ wouldnt like it. You let father Burnett write a column in the church bulletin why 
cant I write a piece on what he did to me for 4 years. The answer is because you want 
everyone that has been abused to look like they are not telling the truth but all the abusers 
since they are priests must be perfect and they could not have done anything wrong.lt is very 
frustrating for me but I am making it and also pray for all of you people who really keep 
shutting your eyes and doors to all of us victims. it is a shame. 

~ 
-----Original Message----­
From: Sr. Judith Davies 
Sen~, April 
To:__. 
SUbject: RE: Meeting 

Dear...._ 
Th~ prompt response to my message sent on behalf of the Joliet 

Diocesan Review Committee. 
I can understand your concern and possible apprehension about meeting alone with 

the Committee. However, the Committee does not permit attorneys or family member 
to attend its meetings. 

The purpose for inviting you to attend a meeting was to provide you with an 
opportunity to address the Committee about your allegation. (By the way, Committee 
members are not in the employ of the Diocese. Their names and qualifications are 
listed on the diocesan website, www.dioceseofioliet.org. Go to Protecting Children. 
Click on Important Links, then Review Committee.) The Committee may ask 
questions for clarification. If there are any questions, only one member will ask them 
on behalf of all of the members. 

The meeting is not audio taped and proceedings are not transcribed. Meetings are 
confidential with the understanding that statements made by the person would never 
be adversely used against him or her at any time. 

You are welcome to attend but without the presence of your attorneys or family 
members. Should you choose not to attend, the Committee will proceed with its work 
and rely on the interview conducted by Mr .. Kirby. 

Thank you very much. I will be awaiting your reply. 
Sister Judith Davies, OSF 
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COMMUNICATION WITH 
REGARDING HIS PRESENCE AT THE MAY 24 

SJ -April 24, 2006: 
24,2006. 

invited to meet with Committee May 

·-April 25, 2006 (11:02 a.m.) Will be present as long as his attorneys 
can be present. Described investigator as being sneaky. 
Wants family and attorneys present. 

-April 25, 2006 (9:40 p.m.): States he is excited about meeting the 
Committee with his attorneys. 

SJ - April 26, 2006: Purpose of meeting to address Committee. 
Committee members are not in the employ of Diocese. 
Meetings are not taped and are confidential. Statements 
made by a person would not be adversely used against 
him/her anytime. Welcome to attend but without attorneys or 
family members. 

·-April27, 2006: His attorneys feel that there is no need for Committee 
to ask questions without representation by attorneys. 
Diocese does not care about victims. 

SJ - April 27, 2006: Diocese cares. Welcome to attend without attorneys 
and family members. 

-April 29, 2006: Wants to come but thinks it is unfair that attorneys 
cannot be present. Wants Review Committee to go to 
Mokena to see the facility. 

April 28, 2006: Phone conversation . • said that he wants to come to 
the meeting even though his attorneys think he ought not to 
attend without them. I told him that the Diocese would pay 
reasonable airfare; ground transportation his responsibility. 

SJ - May 1 , 2006: Confirmed phone conversation of April 28 with e-mail. 
Diocese will pay airfare, information about booking a flight. 
Attend without attorneys or family members. 

May 2, 2006: Letter to Mr. Byrne from Mr. Anderson. 
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What: 
At a news conference, two new child sex abuse lawsuits against two priests will be disclosed and 
discussed. Both clerics were suspended just this year. 

When: 
TODAY, Wednesday, May 24, 1:00 p.m. 

Where: 
At the law firm ot Kerns, Pitrof, Frost & Pearlman, Three Arst National Plaza, 70 W. Madison 
(Suite 5350) In downtown Chicago IL 

Who: 
One of the victim's sister,~e attorneys, and the founder of a support group 
called SNAP, Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests. 

VIsuals: 
Photos of both victims as children will be available. 

Why: 
In February, 
that he was 
The crimes took place 
parish In Mokena. 

disclosed and reported to Joliet catholic officials 
a child by Fr . .James Burnett from roughly 1978-82. 

was roughly 8·12 years old and a member of St. Mary's 

At that time, Burnett was the rector of the cathedral of St. Raymond Church In Joliet. Then­
Bishop Joseph Imesch suspended the cleric. 

For the first time, today~ reporting his victimization by another priest, Fr. 
William D. Virtue. The crimes took place In In the 

when a 7th grader. 

Both -are filing civil child molestation lawsuits today. 

Virtue was ordained in 1975 worked In three dioceses. He was Initially in four Joliet diocese 
parishes: St. Mary Magdalene (Joliet, 1976) St. Dominic (Bolingbrook, 1978-79), St. Mary Nativity 
(Joliet, 1980·81) and St. Mary (Mokena, 1981). He then worked In tne Peoria Diocese at Sacred 
Heart (campus, 1982-87), Sacre Coeur (Qeve Coeur, 1990), St. Joseph's Nursing Home (Lacon, 
1991), Sacred Heart (Granville, 1992), Sacred Heart (campus, 1993·95), St. Mary (loretto, 1993-
95), St. Theresa (Earlville, 199&-98), & Sacred Heart (Farmer City, 2001). In 2003, he handled 
three Rod<ford diocese parishes (St. Flannen in Harmon, St. Patrick In Marytown and St. Mary's in 
Walton) His last two assignments were in the Peoria Diocese: St. James (Lee, 2004) and St. 
Teresa (Earlville, 2006), where sex abuse allegations forced his suspension In February 2006. 

Burnett, who was ordained In 1968, worked only In the Joliet Diocese: Bensenville (St. Charles 
Borromeo 1969·75), Mokena (St. Mary's Church 1976·90), and Naperville (Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church 1991-2002). 

Con tad:: 
Attorney Jeff Anderson of st. Paul 612 817 8665 cell 
Attorney Marc Pearlman d Olicago 312 261 4550, 773 368 0142 cell 
Barbara Blaine of Chicago, SNAP founder 312 399 4747 
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From: Sr. Judith ...... ,,.,"' 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: RE: Meeting 

Dear-
This is to confirm our telephone conversation of Friday, April28, 2006. 
The Diocese will pay your reasonable ($300 or less) airfare to and from Chicago for a meeting with the Review 
Committee on Wednesday, May 24, 2006. If you plan to attend the meeting, please book a direct flight, 21 days 
in advance, on either Southwest or United for travel on Tuesday, May 23, 2006 with a return flight on Wednesday, 
May 24, 2006 or Thursday, May 25, 2006. Ground transportation, etc. will be your responsibility. 
You are welcome to atttend the Review Committee meeting but without the presence of your attorneys or family 
members. 
Please advise me at your earliest convenience if you will be present. 
Thank you. 
Sr. Judith Davies, OSF 

Sent: 
To: 
SUbject: RE: Meeting 

Sister davies, I have been thinking more about this and I cannot have family members or my attorneys 
present so I do not feel that this is a just way of doing this. As much as I want to come by myself I still feel 
this is not at all fair because you can dictate who you can have there and I cant have nobody there it 
sounds attend we will proceed 
with this. isnt right. Then you say 
you will gas should be between me 
father burnett and where and when it took place. So why cant we go to the school and show the review 
committee what happened where? I noticed that back in 2002 father Barrett got reinstated because no 
other allegations came forward so that means he didnt do it. So if father Burnett doesnt have anymore 
allegations against him it means ok he got away with it this time but if it happenes again then we will have 
to remove him. 

--

5/3/2006 

-----original Message-----
From: Sr. Judith Davies 
Sen~ April 27, 2006 3:49 PM 
To:__. 
Subject: RE: Meeting 

Dear 
I stron ree with some of your statements. The Diocese does care about victims. That 

the Diocese cares about you is evident in that an invitation was extended to you to meet with the 
Review Committee. 

As I said, you are welcome to attend the Review Committee meeting but without the presence of 
your attorneys or family members. Should you choose not to attend, the Committee will proceed 
with its work and will rely on the interview conducted by Mr. Kirby. 
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Diocesan Review Board 
Diocese of Joliet 

Dear Review Board Members, 

At the May Review Board Meeting I was asked ifl knew 
and I do know him as a student at St. Mary Mokena .......... vv•. 

ago. I really have no recollection of him during that · 
there. But there is an odd event that happened with 

(JQ 440 

said I did 

~ailed me and asked for an app~intment. Quite frankly I thought he was someone 
else who has a similar name. But he came for the · The conversation with 

come 
seemed to be in need of money. Instead he abruptly ended the conversation and asked for 
prayers. 

As he left, Sister ~as standing in the hall outside the office. She met him and I 
showed him to th~eassuring him of the prayers he asked for and told him to keep 
in touch and that was it. When I returned to Sister Dominic I mentioned bow odd the 
meeting was and how I thought he was looking for money. 

I have since learned that. is a friend may be working for-

I don't if this has anything to do with anything, but given recent developments, it might 
so I pass this information on to you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

?.tl;-~ 

.. 
' 
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From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Good morning my name is am one of the people abused by father 
james Burnett when I m Mokena. The reason I am writing 
this is because I have found out that you published an article from father 
burnett to post in your bulletin. I hope you would be fair and post my 
article in the bulletin.what most of the parishoners have a hard time 
believing is that a priest couldnt do such a thing especially Father 
Burnett. I asked the review committee if we could go to St. Marys and I 
would show them exactly where the sexual abuses happened but they said we do 
not need to do that our review committee will make that decision.Now if this 
was a neighbor who did this to your child and the police told you we do not 
need to go to the seen ofthe crimes we are just going to interview people 
who lived nearby or were classmates friends relatives, wouldnt you think 
that it was totally unjust and a cover up .I know of another person who is 2 
years younger than me at st. Marys when i was there was abused by father 
Burnett too. Apparently his lawyer told my lawyer that he will be coming 
forward soon. What I want to say is that priests are human beigns too and 
,yes some sexually abuse boys like myself and yes do kill like the priest who 
.lkilted the nun 25 years ago and nobody ever suspected it.Parishoners can 
support whoever they feel like supporting but if they were not there during 
the times it happened how can they say it never happened.l feel people 
should not take side$ until all the facts are present and then they should 
voice their beliefs.thanks for your time and please let me know if you will 
publish this. thank you 
God bless 

06/19/2006 
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

August 7; 2006 ... · .. 

Mr. James Glasgow 
Will County State's Attorney 
121. N. Chicago Street 
Joliet, ·Illinois 60432 

Dear Mr. Glasgow: 

Re: 

00 458 

This Jetter is pursuant to the Dioce~ policy to infonn the State's Attorney of 
allegations of sexual abuse by one of its clergy or other personnel. 

The ~eceived· an alleg·· against Father James 
Burnett, by a----who is now. age 

lieges that he recalls being sexually abused by Father Burnett 
on one occas1on many years ago when he · made his first confession at St. Mary's 
Parish in Mokena, Illinois. 

rep.:esented by an attorney in Chicago who is: 

Terrance M. Johnson 
North Pier Chicago 

455 East Illinois Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312) 922-4022 
} 

Father Burnett ·was previously the pastor of St. Raymond Cathedral, and in the 
·of the was put on administrative leave because of similar allegations by 

who is now. years old. · . 

Very Truly Yours, 

~~('·!Jr. 
James C. Byrne 

JCB/skm 

EsTABLISHED 1899 
i ' ... 




